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CHAPTER  XIL-CoMfiNtMM^ 

VOTAOI  ROUND   TH«  WOBLD,    BT  CAPTAIN   OXORaS   8HRU 
VOGXlt,  IN  )71J9-I799r 

St€noNV. 
Foyagefrom  Caltfonia  to  Cantm  in  China, 

WE  feH  in  with  the  coast  of  CaHfbrnia  on  the  1  lih  of 
AHflpwy^nd  M  soon  as  w«  were  disconnred  by  the 
natiTCi,  che^r  made  fires  on  the  shore  as  w^  sailed  {past.  To- 
wards eveniKu^  two  of  diem  came  off  ua  a  bark  Iag»  an4 
were  with  dincalty  induced  to  come  «A  board.  Sedng  oar 
nesroci  itandinff  promisciioiialy  amoRr'Uie  wfaitesj,  th^  an> 
grify  ifeparaied  ttem  from  nib  and  wmwd  hardly  suffer  them 
to  kiek  at  nst  Tliey  tiieo  made  s^^  for  us  to  ut  down,  af- 
ter which  one  <^uiem.|Mit  himself  hito  strange  postures^ 
talking  to  Us  with  great  vefaemenee^  and  seeming  to  be  in  it 
fram^rt  of  eztacy,  running  ^mn  one  to  the  other  of  us 
,^ith  great  vehemeBoe,  ttmtunuilly  fdngini^  spedcingt  and 
^"  YOfs,  %i,  PART  I.  A  riumui^ 


«  ■ 


f  £af||f  CircmimatigMHtmu        pakt  ii*  book  it. 

nrnnin^  till  quits  out  of  brwth.  Night  coming  ou,  tfitgr 
were  for  dqNirtinff,  when  wo  gave  them  a  knife  and  aa  oM 
coat  each,  with  which  they  were  much  pleated,  and  in?it«d 
ua  by  tigni  to  go  on  ihore  along  with  them.  On  the  lSUi» 
we  were  near  Porto  Lcgurok  whence  some  of  the  natlTiO 
came  out  to  meet  us  on  iMirlc-l^gi,  while  others  made  frrea^ 
as  if  to  welcome  «s»  on  the  lode  of  httls  and  rocks  near  tho 
the  sea,  all  seemingly  rqoiced  to  see  us  i  those  on  shflMre 
running  up  and  down  to  eadi  Other,  and  those  on  the  bark- 
logs  piradung  with  all  their  strength  to  meet  us. 

No  sooner  was  our  anchor  doWit  than  thejr  came  off  to  w 
in  crowds,  some  on  bark-lo^  but  most  of  tnem  swimming, 
dl  the  while  talking  and  calhM  to  each  other  confusedly.  In 
an  instapt  our  ship  was  AiU  otthese  swarthy  gentrv,  all  quite 
naked.  Among  the  rest  wks  their  king  or  chieC  who  was 
no  way  distinguishable  from  the  rest  by  an^  particular  orna- 
ment, or  even  by  any  deference  paid  to  him  by  his  people^ 
hu  only  ensim  of  sovereignty  beuia  a  round  black  stick  ^ 
hard  wood,  about  two  feet  and  a  hwf  long.  This  being  ob- 
served by  some  of  our  people^  thvf  brought  him  to  me»  and 
concluding  that  I  was  the  chief  of  the  shi[H  bo  ddivered  his 
black  sceptre  to  me  in  a  handsome  manner,  which  I  lmmo> 
diately  returned.  Notwithstanding  his  shvagie  iqipearane^ 
diis  man  bad  a  good  countenance,  and  there  was  someUiing 
di|piified  in  his  manner  and  beheviotirt  I  soon  found  a  Way 
to  regale  them,  by  setting  before  them  abundance  of  our 
choicest  Peruvian  conserves,  with  which  they  seemed  much 
gratified.  The^  were  accommodated  with  spoons,  mostly 
silver,  all  of  which  they  very  honestlv  returned. 

Having  thus  conlmeAccld  friendsblp  with  the  natives,  I 
sent  an  officer  ashore  to  view  the  watering-place;  and,  to 
mske  him  the  more  welcome^  I  sent  with  him.some  coarMjbhM 
hsize  and  some  sugar,  to  distribute  among  the  women.,  Oii 
M^ng  our  boat  rc»dv  to  put  off,  the  king  was  for  aoeompa^ 
nying  her  in  his  bfjinc-fog,  but  I  persuaded  him  to  go  in  th# 
boat»  with  which  be  seemed  to  be  much  frrati^Mir  Tlui  m^ 
jnainder  of  the  day;Was  spent  with  our  wud  viator^  who  be- 
haved in  fwnofal  veijr,  quietly. .  Tlie  officer  returned  with  pn 
Account  <^|iaving  boen  very  civilfy  rqceived^  ufid  wp,pififm< 
red  our  casks  for  bemg  sent  ash(Nre  next  momiiw;.  J^Jl^wj^ 
at  first  view,  the  country  and  inhijbitants  mig^t  dissnade  ua 
front  veMuring  freely  amoi^  them,  I  had  formerly  read  suck 
ncoottiits  of  these  people  that  I  wm  under  no  apprdiensioQ 
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juMUdd  very  t«rrU>l«  to  our  n^giMi*  !»• 
■otadch*  that  om  Mthum,  who  aoooaipaliicd  the  flAoer  ob 
■hof%  WM  afrtM  to  lUir  Aoai  the  boat,  and  hdd  an  uiooonv . 
itootb  in  hia  hand,  to  defend  hinnalf  in  caee  of  being  al»' 
tackiOi  On  the  approach  of  nwht)  all  the  Indiana  •wumi 
mhm%  leavinf  ui  a  clear  iblp#  amv  the  fioigoie  of  the  dayi| 

Neitt  mominA  at  day-brmh>  our  tioal  went  aihore  with 
the  peejple  appoinled  to  ool  wood  and  fill  our  water-caiki  i 
and  bamra  the  Mia  waa  upi  our  ihip  waa  agafai  filled  with  our 
former  gueitii  who  ■eeined  never  wtkfied  with  gaiioff  at  ua 
and  every  thii^^  about  the  ship.  That  nothing  m%ht  be 
waatbig  to  keep  nponr  anii^»  I  tent  a  large  bmlMr  on  ahoM^ 
wMi  agood  iloreof  flonr  and  MgaT*  andnmgrn  cook»  who 
oo^Unualfy  boiled  haaty*pudding»  to  Bervi  tne  nnmeroua 
gneetl  on  the  beach.  At  nrit  the  natives  remained  idle  spoo- 
tatonofour  bbourst  but  at  length*  taking  oompaMion  to 
lae  our  few  men  labouring  hard  hi  roUing  great  caakf  of  wsp 
ter.over  die  heavy  eand  in  the  sultry  heat  of  the  day,  they 
(Nit  forth  their  hands  to  help  them,  encouraoed  by  the  pan*, 
tieolarreadinrss  of  their  chief  to  serve  us  I  for,  after  seeing; 
Mr  Randal  take  up  a  k^  of  wood  to  oarry  to  the  boat^  he 
took  up  anodier^  and  was  immediatdy  followed  fay  two  oT 
three  hundred  of  the  natives»  so  that  they  eased  our  men 
n^ghtily.  They  also  rolled  our  casks  down  to  the  beach, 
but  aliv^  expected  a  white  man  to  assut  them,  though 
quite  tatisfied  if  he  only  touched  the  cask  with  his  finger. 
This  eased  our  men  of  a  great  deal  of  fatigue^  and  shorten- 
ed the  time  of  our  stay  at  this  place.  We  even  found  means 
to  moke  those  who  used  to  stay  all  day  on  board,  of  some  use 
to  us ;  for,  when  we  came  to  heel  the  ship,  we  crowded  them 
all  oter  on  one  side,  which,  with  other  shifts,  gave  her  a  deep 
healk  while  we  cleaned  and  paid  her  bottom  with  pitch  and 
tallow^ 

The  natives  seemed  every  day  more  and  more  attached  to 
us.  When  our  boat  wait  ashore  in  the  mornings  there  wps 
oonataatly  a  laige  retinue  in  waiting  on  the  beach  for  our 
ptiftkt  and  particuhn>h  for  thoae  wnom  they  guctwd  to  be 
abo^e  the  common  rank,  by  their  better  dress.  By  this  tim^ 
the  news  of  onr  arrival  had  ^read  thlwdgh  all  the  neigbbour- 
iiw  partly  and  some  natives  of  difKnrent  tribes  from  that 
wMch  dwdt  about  the  bayi  canse  duly  to  visit  us.  Those 
who  eame  from  any  diirtance  in  the  inlandcoontry  conld  not 
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■wic3,  nnd  were  differently  painted,  besides  lome  Ot|ifr  vi- ' 
■ible ^distinctions ;  but  all  united  amicably  to  assist  tu,  anci 
bwrdiy  any  were  idle  except  the  women,  who  used  to  sit  in 
circles  on  the  scorching  sand,  waiting  for  their  share*  of  what 
was  going  forwards,  which  they  received  without  any  quar- 
relling amongthemselves  about  tlie  inequality  of  dhtriDutiim. 
Having  completed  oar  busfaiess  in  five  days,  we  prepared  for 
pur  departure  on  the  18th  August,  aqd  employed  that  morn- 
ing in  making  a  large  distribution  of  Suoar  among  the  wo- 
men, and  gave  a  oreat  many  knives,  oldaxes,  ahd  old  iron 
among  the  men,  being  the  most  valuable  presents  we  could 
make  them ;  ond,  in  return,  they  gave  us  bows  and  arrows, 
deer-skin  bags,  live  foxes  and  squirrels,  and  the  like.  That 
we  might  impress  them  with  awe  of  our  superior  power,  wis 
saluted  them  with  five  guns  on  loosing  our  top-sails,  which 
greatly  frightened  them,  and  there  seemed  an  universal  damp 
on  their  spirits  on  seeing  our  sails  loosed,  as  sorry  for  our 
approaching  departure.  The  women  were  all  in  tears  when 
my  people  were  coming  off  to  the  ship ;  and  many  of  tho 
men  remained  till  we  were  under  sail,  and  then  leapt  into 
the  sea  with  sorrowfol  countenances.  <  <  vi< 

Having  made  some  stay  in  California,  some  account  of 
that  country  and  its  inhabitants  may  be  expected ;  though  I 
believe  a  complete  discovery  of  its  extent  and  boundaries 
would  produce  few  real  advantages,, except  satisfying  the  cu- 
rious. That  part  of  California  which  I  saw,  being tne  south- 
ern extremity  of  its  western  coast,  appears  mountainous, 
Varren,  and  sandy,  much  like  some  parts  of  Peru ;  yet  tho 
soil  about  Porto  Leguro,  and  most  likely  in  the  other  vnllies, 
IS  a  rich  black  mould,  and  when  turned  up  fresh  to  the  sun, 
appears  as  if  intermingled  with  gold-dust.  We  endeavoured 
to  wash  and  purify  some  of  this,  and  the  more  this  was 
done,  the  more  it  appeared  like  gold.  In  order  to  bo  ht* 
ther  satisfied,  I  brought  away  some  of  this  earth,  but  it  was 
afterwards  lost  in  our  confusions  in  China.  However  this 
may  be^  California  probably  abounds  in  metals  of  all  sorts, 
though  the  natives  had  no  ornaments  or  utensils  of  any  me- 
tal, which  is  not  to  be  wondered  atc»  as  they  are  perfectly  %- . 
norant  of  all  arts. 

The  country  has  plenty  of  wood,  but  the  trees  are  very 
amall,  hardly  better  than  bushes.  But  woods,  which  are  an 
omamtnt  to  most  other  countries,  serve  only  to  make  this 
appear  the  more  deiolate;  for  locusts  swarm  here  in  such 
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iJiMlilitri,  that  tluy  da  noljkaMlit  j^rete  leaf  dta  the:tiMri: 
hkjihA:  day,  tfaotaticitniieUlrfiiiMicts  are  continually  oft  the 
irfflgin  cldudii  and  are  fXM[eaMly  troubletome  by  flvfng  ill 
oneft:  face.  Itfr^hafie  and  tisothef  greatly  resemble  our 
green  ari8ilMa|»pleri,  but  are  of  ayeUow. colour,  Immedb^ 
ately.  after  we  oaal  anchor,  KJbc^  came>  o^  in  sucb  numbcdni* 
that  tbiQ  M«i  around  the  ihit)  «at  covered  with'their  dead  bor 
diea.  By  fheir  inceuant  ravage  the  .whole  country  round 
Porto  Lceiro  was  stripped  ton%^nttked,  notv^ithstanding 
the  warmtn  of  the  cKmate  and  thOtirilbhniBM  of  the  soil.  Be- 
lieving that  the  natives  are  only  viiited  with  this  pldgue  at 
this  s^uioa  of  the  year^  Iga.te  tbsni  ahurg^  ^l^^^'i^y  ***  ^*^' 
vatices,  and  shewed  themliow  they'wwo  iown.  The  harbour 
of  Porto  Leguro  is  aUtut  twolei^^uea  to  the  N.E.:of  Cape 
St  Lucas,  beins  a  good  Jind  safe  port,  and  %cry  convenient 
for  privateers  when  cruizi:ig  for  the  Manilht  slip.  The  wa^ 
tering^place  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  or  haibOur,  being 
ft  Nnall  river  which  there  flows  into  the  sea,  a^d  nay  easily 
lie  known  by  the  appearance  of  a  great  Quantity  of  green 
canes  growing  in  it,  which  always  retain  their  verdure^  not 
being  touched  by  the  locusts,  as  these  canes  probabty  contain 
something  no«:ious  to  that  voracious  insect.. 

The  men  of  this  country  arc  tall,  straight,  and  well  8et» 
having  largd  limbsj  with  coartse  black  hair,  hardly  reaching 
to  their  shoulders.  The  women  are  of  much  smaller  size^ 
having  much  longer  bliir  than  the  men,  with  which  some  <» 
them  almost  cover  their  faces.    Some  of  both  sexes  have 

Stod  countenances ;  but  all  are  much  darker-complexioned 
an  any  of  the  other  Indians  I  saw  in  the  South  Seas,  being 
a  very  deep  copper*colour.  The  men  go  quite  nak^,  weoi^ 
iag  only  a  few  trifles  by  way  of  ornament,  such  as  a  band  or 
wreath  of  red  and  white  silk-ffrass  round  their  heads,  adorn- 
cd  on  coch  side  with  a  tufb  of  nawk's  feathers.  Others  have 
pieces  of  motherH>f-pearl  and  small  shells  fastened  among 
their  hair,  and  tied  round  their  necks;  and  some  had  large 
necklaces  of  six  or  seven  strings,  composed  of  small  red  and 
black  berries.  Some  ate  scarified  all  over  their  bodies; 
others  use  paint,  some  smearing  their  faces  and  breasts  with 
black,  while  others  were  painted  black  down  to  the  navel, 
and  from  thence  to  the  feet  wiih  red. 

The  women  wear  a  thick  fringe  or  petticoat  of  srlk-gras§, 
reaching  from  their  middle  to  their  heels,  and  have  a  deei^ 
skin  carelessly  thrown  over  ilicir  shoulders.    Some  of  the 
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better  lort  have  a  doak  of  the  ikin  of  some  large  bifd)  in* 
8t#ad  of  the  bear>ikim.  Thov^  the  appearance  of  the  CW> 
lifomians  is  exceedingly  savage,  yet,  mun  what  I  could;  ob- 
serve of  their  behavioof  to  eiwh  other,  and  their  dqportuMit 
towards  us,  they  seem  to  possess  all  imaginable  hiunaaityr 
All  the  time  we  were  there*  and  constantly  am<Miff  many 
hundreds  of  then,  there  was  nothinff  to  be  seen  but  ue  most 
(igreeaMe  harmony,  and  most  aflStcmmate  behaviour  to  ^h 
other.  When  any  of  us  gave  any  fhinff  eatable  to  one  per- 
son, he  always  divided  it  amon^  i^  who  were  around  him, 
reserving  the  smallest  share  to  himself.  They  seldom  walk- 
ed eingly,  but  racMdy  in  pairs,  hand  in  hand.  They  seemed 
of  meek  and  gentle  dispositions,  having  no  appearance  of 
cruelty  ^n  their  countenances  or  behaviour,  yet  seemed 
haughty  towards  their  women.  Th^  lead  a  careless  life, 
having  every  thing  in  common,  and  seemed  to  desire  nothing 
beyond  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  never  once  offered  to 
piUer  or  steal  any  of  our  tools  or  other  utensils;  and  such 
%as  their  honesty,  that  my  men  having  forgotten  their  axes 
one  day  on  shore,  while  cutting  wood,  which  was  noticed  by 
one  of  the  natives,  he  told  it  to  the  king,  who  sent  into  the 
wood  for  the  axes,  and  restored  them  with  much  apparent 
•satisfaction. 

Their  language  is  guttural  and  harsh,  and  they  talk  a 
jgreat  deal,  but  I  could  never  understand  a  single  word  they 
spoke.  Their  dwellings  were  venr  m^n,  being  scarcely  sut- 
iicient  to  shelter  them.  Their  diet  is,  I  believe,  mostly  ^b, 
which  they  frequently  eat  raw,  but  they  sometimes  bake  it  in 
4ho  sand.  They  seldom  want  abundance  of  this  food,  as  the 
men  go  out  to  sea  on  their  bark-logs,  and  are  very  expert 
harponiers.  Their  harpoons  are  made  of  hard  wood,  and 
with  these  they  strike  the  largest  albicores,  and  bring  them 
ashore  on  their  bark-logs,  which  they  row  with  double 
paddles.  This  seemed  strange  to  us,  who  had  oflen  expe- 
rienced the  strength  of  these  fish;  for  frequently  when  we 
had  hold  of  one  of  these  with  very  large  hooks,  made  fiist  to 
eight-strand  twine,  we  had  to  bring  the  ship  to,  to  bring 
them  in,  and  it  was  then  as  much  as  eight  or  ten  men  could 
do;  so  that  one  would  expect,  when  an  Indian  had  struck 
one  of  these  fish,  from  his  light  float,  it  would  easil^r  run 
away  with  the  man  and  the  bark-log }  but  they  have  some 
sleight  in  their  way  of  management,  by  which  the  strength 
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«iiditni0gIing<ifUiesefi«l    u8  all  in  vain.  There  are  hardly 
wafjMKmto  be  leen  in  this  ^country  except  a  few  pelicans. 

When  Uie  iCaHforniant  want  to  drinkt  they  waqe  into  the 
rinr,  up  to  their  middle^  where  they  take  up  the  water  in 
llteir  Itands,  or  stoop'  down  and  snclc  it  with  their  mouths. 
^  Their  tlnte  is  occupied  between  hunting^  fishing,  eating,  and 
thtfbiMi'  and  kavuig  abundimt  <$tercis^  and  rathtr  a  spare 
diet,  their  lives  are  ordinarilfy  prolonged  to  considerabje 
1^  many  of  both  sexes  appearing  to  to  very  old,  by  thdr 
face^  befatf  much  wrinkled^  and  their  hair  verv  gr^.  Th^ 
bowl  iuPeMMut  six  feet  long,  with  strings  macie  of  deer's  si- 
news, bat  their  arrows  seemed  too  lon|p  for  their  bolrs ;  and 
eoia^ieri%  that  they  have  no  adequate  tools,  these  artiflba 
must  i^e^ire  much  time  in  making.  Tlie  shafts  of  thdr  ar- 
rows eonsist  of  a  hollow  eane^  for  two- thirds  of  their  length, 
die  other  third,  or  head,  being  of  a  heavy  kind  of  wood, 
edged  with  flin^  or  sometimes  agate,  and  the  edges  nbtched 
like  a  saw.  With  a  very  sharp  pomt.    They  made  no  display 
of  their  arms  to  us,  and  we  seldom  saw  any  in  tlieir  hands, 
though  they  have  need  of  some  arms  to  aefend  themselves 
from  wild  beasts,  as  I  saw  some  inen  who  had  been  severely 
hurt  in  that  way,  partictriarly  one  old  man,  who  had  his 
thi^  almost  torn  in  pieces  by  a  tiger  or  lion,  and  thoi^ 
hcfUed,  it  was  frightiUlly  scarred.  The  women  commonly  go 
into  the  woods  with  bows  and' arrows  in  search  of  game, 
while  the  men  are  chiefly  occupied  in  fishing.   I  can  sav  no- 
thing respecting  their  government,  except  that  it  did  not 
seem  any  way  strict  or  rigorous.    When  the  king  appeared 
in  public,  he  was  usually  attended  by  many  couples,  or  men 
wuking  hand  in  hand,  two  and  two  together.    On  the  first 
morning  of  our  arrival,  he  was  seen  in  this  manner  coming 
out  of  a  wood,' and  noticing  one  of  my  officers  cutting  down 
a  tree,  whom  he  judged  to  be  better  than  ordinam  by  ha- 
ving i^lver  lace  on  his  wabtcoat,  he  shewed  both  his  autho- 
rity and  civility  at  the  same  time,  by  ordering  one  of  his  at- 
tendants to  take  the  axe  and  work  in  his  stead. 

One  day  while  we  were  there,  a  prodigious  flat  fish  was 
seen  basking  in  the  sun  on  the  surface  of  the  water  near  the' 
shore^  on  which  twelve  Indians  swam  oif  and  surrounded 
him.  Finding  himself  disturbed,  the  fish  dived,  and  they 
after  hifti,  but  he  escaped  from  them  at  this  time.  He  ap- 
peared again  in  about  an  hour,  when  sixteen  or  seventeen 
Indians  swam  oif  and  encompassed  him ;  and,  by  continually 
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fiiil-tfeplM^^  epqptec^  oar  natiy^  ihoresi 

favir£  tt»  fij^i;iU  to-fqfi^ilfij^li^s  Usdioua  0  so< 

vejjJ^llf^ifififortW  a  qopi^tiojii*  We  «are  now  m  ir«lkl;y& 
Q)ai^ileii|  ^t  ifre  :9onl4  scarcely  bavie  been  able  to  navigrtef 
our  veud  witiM»ui  jtlMi  .f^stance  of  tbe  n^roas  not  amount-' 
ins  noip^  to  tbiictj^  !wbite%;  so  mucb  bad  our  crew  been  redu- 
oed  by  untO]var4|ri|6C«deot«. 

!^  We  4iscoveii9^.an  islaud  on  the  2.Utr  1 IQ  l^agne^  W«  &  Wm 
fl'Oin  Capo  St  mi^m,  *  but  as  tbe  wind,  blew  fnab*  t.  could' 
Qot'get  nearer  than  two  leagues,  and  did  not  think  profwr 
to  Ime  time  in  laying-to  in  the  n^ht.  It  aeemedr  ifven  or 
eight  leasuM  in  circumferencek  having  a  laiwe  ba^  on  itS' 
S.  W.  lidc,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  a  him  jnpekt  lifoi 
people  named  this  Shelvocke'a  island.  From  nenca  ve  she^ 
yne£iipma  io  the  latituda  of  13'  N.  but  were  stopped  two  <m 
three  days  by  westerly  winds,  which  we  did  not  epcpect  iU' 
this  sea,  especially  as  bcinff  now  five  or  six  hundred  leaffoet* 
from  the  land.    The  tcadc-wind  again  returning,  we  kept, 

■  i. 
'  Probably  La  Niiblada,  ia  lat.  18^  55'  N.  long.  iW  48r  E. 
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worti  lqr»^iM)rtb>  qiwi  ijoi-wtUJiWud  fbrjtixtjr/or  iiv^nty 
Ifei^pMto  A  IbirtDHSlkt'jtfktt!  Icwr tog  QdUbmifi; J|9  9«op^ 
^Rhdifati  liililMdrto  mjey«d  nninteraoplsdliiBfelllv  bcg^  liW 
aiKiMiiliiHtliiidci»ei4  piuraeHUiijr.iilielii^  th^ir  «tM^Ad^ 
Mfiolf  dopblkM  to  the  grtfut  ijnsiilitia  of  fWMiaiMtt  tJiMf 
mvQfltatiMiaUx  4<!vottriiurf  ana  «1m^  to  dur  comiiMlii.  fooa»: 
cUMIjr  .to9ip0i«fl  of  |HiooiD0i: itMick^  «f  ocMtv^^flowtindr 
^fredtUwtiy  mlxfed  lip  with  iwoitot^r,  logetbtr  vitk  jDpMd 
bMl&JMMl'  oC.wlucb  wwjkitrojrcd  b)r;aittB»  cookhMMAfgnnil' 
othevttHiii*^  t.W/BJeoold  iM>t«ffi>nlto  boil  tb«^l«iltlB  oat*!, 
io,  tbfr.wbdb  ni(iipg»  #it^;fis*k  malai^  4oi  thM^  tho/oMH  bor 
oMiai  r^ocMtoi  tfiyinel«ncholyttoie^by.ipwrvy  aiiiiother 
diitai^pm  Tlfcr  liclUleM  uiitreiuad:upoil;ito)ef0;gr!d»j|  ii» 
tllM  wejcta'ciosbitifkd  two  in  one  day»  tbe  jurmottm  •BQ^««r^. 
^ailMr?a:  nAte,  b«sid«i  wbotioi:  the  teqpeqter,  ffvuinor*  iMpA 
floMK^othen  died«  .t(weiher  with  iqqm  of  oar  Best  vsgamk 
flhp  grettem^  p«rt  of  day  remaining  fieople  were  disaNf^ 
and  .our  ^hiplireiy  leaky;  and  to  add  toour  miitoitHiMI|l^o< 
of.  aaat  .pumpt  q)Ut  and  becaine  uaaleab  UndhT;  IbMe  mr- 
happy  oircomstanceiy  we  pushed. ftinrftnds  itith  favfiuraUb*, 
gaiesttiUiwiUilQ  80  koguas  of  Ouamtcooe  of  the XMdcoA^ 
ivhen  wo  eneolintered  CDsmal  weather  and  (oiqlestuoip  wiflcbj^: 
tniriag  nwnd  the  coropaia.  Thia  wat^lhe  moset'.  frighMvIk 
aa/wweveAnabletohelpouvselnet,  notahoTO  sixortfefMb- 
being  ibie  for  dii^>  though  neceniiy  obliged  i^yen  those 
n^o.  were  extremely  low  and  weak  to  leiid  what-  he^  they 
could*  tin  the  boisteroua  sea  raised  by  these.gidfes^'ow  ship 
sOJaboored;  Uhat  the  knee  of  her  head^  and  harrWho^ 
beak-head,  became  loose,!  to  that,  (he  bolt^^t  fetched  away 
and  played  with  every  motion  of  the  i^lp^ .  and  so'  continued 
all  me  rest.oC  the  time  we  wisre  at  sea^  For,  some  time  our. 
maikHoast  stood  without  larboard  shrouds  till  we  could  iu>' 
lay  our  best  cable  to  make  moroi  having  knotted  and  spliced 
the  old  shronds  till  our  labour  was  in  rain.  In  the  midst  of 
th<se;difiicullie«,  I  was  takeO  Very  ill,  and  had  little  eQcpeotar* 
tions  of  living  mu,ch  longer,  till  the  gout  gave  me  aome  pain- 
fiil  hopes  of  recovery.  ,  ^    . 

I  in  the  lieginning  of  October,  we  mnde  the  island  of  Guam, 
;|00  leagues  short  of  the  account  given  by  Rogers,  who  makes 
li)i|*ol  lon^tode  between  Cnpe  St  Lucas  ausl  Put^l^U  while 
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W9  ttacU  not  qiiit*  100*.*  Wt  pMMd  thfough  bp>#im 
OiMtt  Biad'StrpMM,  aad  MfrwvtralflyinjipnMs,  bmnoMr 
caltte ttitfruii tlifttdiy.  W^liadlleftfjandMtiaUy wMlMib 
irt^  oUlgied  iii«  to  keep  tho  deok  In  tli»  ram,  by  wMi^I 
^tiM%  m  tiSkIt  Wbidi  ti««iir  nko  into  »  won*  conditioA  this 
Im^  Hx  wbliih  I  ionifamiBd  «U  the  tfaaol  wa  in  Olii^ 
Oditii  gMttrtd  vfe^  green'  Mifl  6f  niodehito  keiglM^  mn^,  ihe 
eij^tdf- land  wet  so  pleeeent  efter  ovr  kii%  nn^  Aet^wo 
iMUpfl^'  gM^  bave  Mopped^  ta  nroMHe  loiiir  ntflfeibm^nti. 
tini Attit  not  teiitnuA  in,  thotqgb  on  tIi0'i)dntr«f.peridtlD§^ 
MMf  tii»fahal^nti  ehoald  'tal(e  odirMitaige  •!  out  wiakniBM. 
WttHn  Onan  I  iliaped  bbr  iS»mB  fbr  the  uknd  olF  FonnoMi> 
fowhiili'^e  had  li  lona  and  mdanc&bhf  tmracew  as  dor  ilek- 
ueti  d4ftr  {pcorease^  t  m  tbat,  on  the  8d  N^Mnber,  when 
we  gl^  su|ht  (ff  that  ialand,  both  ship  and-  oonqiany  wl(ii» 
iAn&  wiflvefy  worn  out  Keu  [day  wSe^dbnbled  the  ibtth 
€^  •  6?  VevniOM,  pmihig  '^thin  a  league  of  the'  rodtl  of 
Fm^M)6let  wbeve  we  were  stiiiiiblo  of  a  ^ety  jtroag  eurrent. 
A'a4f||  ]MuiMd' in  lighl^Uie  faihabitanta  oi^  Formoia  made 
«diftimiil  flrii  on  the  eoMlj  is  inviting  lis  |»hapd;  but  we 
were'  so- Weak  that  we  did  not  deem  ir  prudent  t»  venture 
ilil6  any  of  their  baibeui^.   '  i''! 'I    '   ^  ^ 

We  directed  our  coniiio^fiKkn'  ENOicin  for  the  ndgfabonr* 
ing  eouit  erf  Cl|ina«  andfiwlad  oursdvcs  cm.  dw  IMh  at  the 
BlttUlli  of  the  river  Lemay^  in  twelve  fiuhoms  watery  but  the 
wea^rwas  so  hazjp  that  we  could  not  ascertain  where  we 
were.  Sedi^  abimdiOBee  of  fishing  bofits,  we  tried  evwy 
method  vre  eSald  think  of  to  induce  son^e  of  the  fishermen 
to  oome<Hi  board  to  pilot  us  to  Macaoy  but  found  this  im» 
practicable^  as  we  omild  not  vnderstand  each  other.  We 
went  therefore  obliged  to  keep  the  land  doae  on  board)  mid 
to  anchor  every  evening.  Inii  was  a  prodi^ous  fatigui^  to 
our  men,  who  were  so  universally  ill  uat  wb  could  hardly 
find  any  one  able  to  steer  the  ship.  We  were  bewildered  in 
a  mist  during  four  days,  and  much  surprised  by  seeing  a 
great  many  islands,  omitted  in  our  charts,  on  some  of  whidb 
we  saw  hu^  fortifications.  Thte  made  us  believe  that  the 
current  had  carried  us  b^ond  our  port>  and  occasioned 
much  d^ection  of  spirits;  for,  though  the  sea  Was  covered 
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'  Rogers  is  however  nearer  the  truth,  the  difl^nce  of  loDgitude  beiflg 
106^^  43*  between  these  two  places.— E. 
'  This  name  is  so  corrupted  as  to  be  imioteUigible.— ^E. 
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f»it]|  fkbing  boatiy  m  oookl  get  naoBf  toNt  wvighl£>^ 
tA  jj^  ttl  uy  direotiom  we  coold  vadpntuid.  <    '^ 
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T(D«iidf  «feiiiBff  of  the  lOihi  m  nw  w«Nf  pmbg  Aniulk 
a  Y«iijr  1ft»i#oir  dutttiel  betwwn  t«0Miiidft|  a  ftphMBttm  who 
wti  «Mr,  and  obmrved  by  otnr  wmbM  of  woildBf  diat  we 
iMwafieid  te  tentura  throa|^«  w^viddjHth  Us  oaplbtj  m 
to  bitog'to  till  he  .came  |o  vk  When  iv  oMiieb  lieiiitiml 
fo  nlftderifiuid  that  we  en^iired  fer  Macao^  and  made  rigna 
Aat  he  wonid  eany  us  ther«^  if  we  jnve  him  ii  niai^  plMei 
of  iSrer  a*  he  comited  Hide  fiih  mm  his  baskot,  which 
iAio^ted  to  forty.  •  We  aoooudingly  eonnted  oiMrfM^  dbl- 
Ublhto«h«t^  and  gave  then!  toilSttI,  oii  which  he^ciue  hn 
to  otir  «hi)[>>  and  look  her  ih  dikgbi  eariytogitslhMto|^ldM 
iiarrew  ^Muiiiel,  and  hrought  ittto  aa^or  atsaiiHiiBtL  Wo 
w:«ghed  next  m«MriuBg»  and  kept  tfie  ^coaii  of  China  dose  mi 
boitfd.  'i  By  noon  we  wereabreast  of  Pulo  Lsntooit,'w>hiKMie 
we  eould  see  two  £t|g)lsh  ships  onder  sail,  passing  thi  Mind 
tflllaoao  on  their  way  from  the  riyer  of  Canton.  JThey 
k^icm- their  w^ay,  taking  no  notice  of  us,  which  Itronek  a 
da^p  into  our  spirits,  fearing  we  should  missiapaiiageCMr 
England  this  season.  In  the  afteniiookk  of  ttakt'^dim  we 
an&ored  in  the  road  of  Macao^  near  the  #rtranee  of  Cao' 
tern  riveiv  which  #0  never  should  ha^  ft»ukid  out  by  Miy  of 
oor'charts.  ■  \'\-  •'  y-   ''■•- 

VI  was  mnch  amazed  at  the  inoorreetnesi  with  whidi  Uiese 
ebaste  are  laid  down,  to  the  eiiAtwards  of  Palo  Lantooni 
as  ^ere  runs  a  dustw  of  iskmds  fer  upwards  of  twenty 
leagues  in  that  direction,  whitih  are  not  in  the  least  noticed 
Irjr  any  of  our  hvdrographers,  nor  have  I  ever  met  with  any 
navigator  who  knew' any  thing  about  them.  The  poast  of 
Cl&a,  within  Uiese  islands,  is  rbdty,  mountainous^  and 
barren;  but,  owing  to  my  heavy  sickness,  I  was  unable  to 
make  any  usclhl  olMervations. 


Section  VI. 

Rmdence  in  China,  and  Voy^  thence  to  England, 

As  Macao  is  the  place  where  ships  always  stop  for  a  pilot 
to  carry  th^n  up  the  river  of  Canton,  I  sent  an  officer  with 
my  compliments  to  the  governor,  and  with  orders  to  bring 
nn  a  pilot;  but  hearing  nothing  of  him  till  next  morning, 
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I  wpf :;tt«4«r  Ttigr:  gpnti  «n|»ebitaiionf. <  Nest'  mtirbltoi^  ft 
grcftt  nnmber  i^:tbfr  ftaopK  bdoqging  to  the  £|ucfl«M<aiii|ft 
g<r  tO:<««t  ilUpk  «od  M^jMiatiid  ne  tliM  GUkqiertoto  tuidllift 
iM  dmlpt9dlf,  AlKHAkwnii  thbJi^;  tbOiI9tlkKaTpQ4i«r« 
].7f  JU  •  |»HM.owne)off't»  Mf  nhenlutt  iaaa«dilitol7.w«igb«d 

f^;i^»  there  ittill-fteM  tome  1foroi>«M:*lii|M«t<Wwop09» 
•boiK  tea  milet  .ehortiof  C*ntdn.  ,Wit:mtt^foinx:^y9.  m 
plylAff  ^  4q  the  rbed  betweeik  tbe  ttnver  \mh  ti^beve  ye  ani 
ellMedMuidi  Anding  the  Bo«etteind  Heitingi^  two  Eiig)i4i 
•hi|W|ri(ip||||«|^  oflta  ^6  reqoest  thdtr  inttrtictioQt  hpw  to 
ceipclucK  Otttl^I^  in.  this  port,  and  lo  acquaint  ut  witli  iti 
eQatomitv.iTheyanavered,  that  the  Cadogau  and  Frmci^ 
VW  EqgVsh  European  ships,  were  lying  at  Wainpoo>  and 
adv|w(})iiie  to  send  up  to  the  EqgUsh  factors. at  Canton,  to 
acQuaint.  them  with  our  arriTal;  and  the  reasons  which  obU<f 
ged;  us  to  come  here.  This  I  according^  did  next  day,  bor- 
rowiiiff  one  of  their  6a^  tohoist  as  bur  boat,  without  whldh 
weMjoiililwtl)  mooh  jTOuble  from  the  Hoyyo-men,  or  cum 
tonv«l;o«se  officers.  I  sent  Ictteri^  the  captainaoCthieEDg^ 
)ish  mips,  sigpiiyiDg  die  necessity  whtoh  forced  me  t9  tlui 
coullti^^  and  requesting  t)>^r  succour  and  protection;  as- 
.sui^  t^hem  that  X  ac^  under  his  mi^ty's  oonimisaipn* 
whicn  also  I  sent,  for 'their  perusal.  Next  mornings  bWng 
the  'lYlh,  I  Ireig^ied  and  worlced  up  to  WaiftpoQ»  whctre* 
besides  the  two  £n|^  ships^  I  fonnd  thr<e  jNonglng  to 
ITrance,  one  Ostender,  and  a  small  ship  from  Manilla* 
'  I  was  here  in  liopes  of  all  my  troubles  beins  at  an  end^ 
and  that  I  should  wiVe  fuU  Jeisure  for  reit  and  refreshment 
ailer  my  many  and  great  fatigues ;  but  I  soon  found'  these 
expeqtations  ill  grounded,  and  after  all  my  perils,  Cha^  I  waa  _ 
fallen  into  otliers,  least  to  be  endured,  as  proceeding  from 
false  brethren.  A  most  unlucHy  accident  lii^pened  the  very 
evening  that  we  anchored  at  Wiampoo,  which  cave  birth  to 
all  the  troubles  I  encountered  in  India;  thougn,  in  respect 
to  mc,  both  unforeseen. |U)d:unavoidable,  and  purely  the  e& 
fects  of  that  eagerness  in  the  ship's  company  to  tfet  out  of 
this  part  of  the  world  at  any  rate*  Hl$i.  there  oeen  any 
govcrnracht  among  the  English  settled  here,  to  have  sup- 
ported my  authority,  this  unlucky  business  had  never,  hap- 
pened; and,  n^  it^as,  could. only  be  Impnted  t^  njiHhing 
but X the  want  oi'  such  an  establishment^.  One  of  fiiy  men» 
named  J)m'id  Griffith,  l>eing  in  a  hurry  to  romc^  his  ofr 
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fteli  kkttf  ilit- BbnMtft'i  bmin  in  wMA  W  w«*  ehhiled  by  a 
.I^MoiWp!  iWitbiii4ioiiM  boot;  and  bilRig'^ltllte'M  KdMOff 
mmmig*b4m<^  hliiHvMr,  Urad  a  nittAet  fiiM  ItiRM  (hd 
HopMititia*  by  JBiMiiii'hottie  oflkw.  E#i')yi«nc-WifriHi%; 
tb#  £hd ft«dltf  HIM  kid  at  th6  door  of  the  <Eii|IMi'  ^torv, 
trfcei«>CbiM&4ailll«eM  lay  inwatt  toaekd  tWiini  fihgNih-: 
man  that  dndld  aimit  out  A  tupercai^  beloMito  to  <tfae 
Bonetta  •  Kappaiiod  to  be  tb«  flm  I  be  woi  iSiiilidiatdy 
iebedand  carried  off,  tiid  «ft«nrMdt  led  in  diAiHtf 'libbnt 
tbe  ittburb*  of  Canton^  AH  Ibat  ooald  be  said  ordmr^ 
<he  nuMt  oomldarabib  Chinaie  nwrebauts  who  i^eM  ^fi  Mtv' 
f«k}Mindteo0' with  the  English,  was  of  no  amil.  r  ^q  tht( 
■waii  tiaM%  my  mani  who  bad  i^Un  the  GhimM  oAdt^^pii 
another,  wete  pat  in  irom  aboard  the  Flranc^  'mMdu^anai 
dtofipkdt  or  adzed,  till  tbe  guilty  man  wm  ddiveripd'ub.  lie 
wua  tb«i|  carried  tb  Canton  in  ifbaiiM^  and  the  ^Mitttfgo 
waa  release.  ., -xh&\  nT  -.^^^k^  ty. 

I  hadinot  been  here  many  days,  when  I  wvt  deiiMed  by 
all  my  offieera  aid  >  men,  who  were  continually  enmloyoA  in 
vemoyinff  their  efftiCte  ftt>m  my  lAiipto  aome  df  tHeEttir^peaii 
■hips,  widkout  my  linowle^,  l  being  then  tbnfin^d^gi'bed.' 
My  offieera  iwei^'uaing  att  uidi*  efft^rta  to  engage  die  gjbttle- 
meii  'balb^^ng  to  the  company  in  their  ihtereit,  and  had 
oifly'liBft-  my  son  and  a  fibw  ncttrocs  to  look  aAet*  th(s  ihip; 
ino  to^defend  my  effects,  which  were  on  the  brink  of  falling 
into  i  the  bottomless  pit  of  Chinese  a?arice;  besida,  they 
anddie  ship'a  company  bad  so  many  ways  of  disposing  of 
every  thing  diey  could  lay  their  hairaa  on,  that  1'  found  It 
'impossible  to  oblige  them  to  do  whai  I  thought  justice  to  our 
owneirai  They  alFsoon  recovered  from  their  lAness,  and  ^«iy 
allbooame  thdrown  mastei-s.  There  were  no  magistrates 
ferine  to  appeal  to  on  shore,  who  would  aid  me  so  mr  ak  to 
compel  tliem  to  remain  in  my  ship  \  and  the  oflicers  com- 
sbaidii^'the  Epglisb  ships  could  not  aflRird  me  the  bct|> 
they  might  have  been  inclmed  to  give^  lett  the  stipei'dftr> 
goes  nn^t  represent  their  conduct  to  the  fiait  India -Com- 
pany. And  niose  last,  who  superintend  the  English  trade 
dt>'diia  ptirt,  seemed  even  inclined  to  have  reftised  meW  pas-> 
Sage  in  one  of  their  sh^)s,  and  even  trrated  me  as  one  tnemy 
would  tireat  another  in  a  neutral  port{  looking  bn  Hie  Iti 
that  li^' fbr  presuming  to  comewitfafn  thelimiti  of'1^ 
Compapy,  without  considering  the  necetti^  by  l^hfa^l  had 
JMen  compelled  to  take  that  step.  -umv^^..  c\ 
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yfhm  OipUuM  HOI  ind  Newihun  came  to  Tiiit  roc^  th«g^ 
wtf«  Mtaniaoed  at  the  ruinous  condition  of  my  Mp,  and 
covid  ■caraekthinlc  it  poaiible  for  her  to  have  made  m»  1oo£ 
a  paHaoe.  The  rottenncM  of  her  ootdaaiB,  and  the  rMged' 
new  or  her  laili*  filled  them  with  surpriie  and  pity  iStmfs 
condition.  When  I  had  given  them  a  short  history  of  the 
▼oyagc^  »k1  requested  they  would  receive  mv  officers  and 
companv,  with  their,  offiwtSi  they  at  once  said»  That  they 
saw  plainly  mv  ship  was  in  no  c<mdition  to  be  carried  any 
fiurthfTt  and  tney  were  willing  to  receive  us  all  as  soon:  as  wo 
pleasect  on  piqrment  of  our  passage.  But  the  supercargoes 
were  diwleased  that  I  had  not  applied  to  them,  as  they  are 
ikm  chiermen  here^  though  only  passengers  when  aboard ;  so 
that  I  was  quite  neglected,  and  the  English  captains  were 
ordered  to  rail  down  with  their  ships  five  or  six  miles  below 
where  I  lay.  I  was  thus  left  destitute  in  the  company  of  five 
foreign  ships ;  yet  their  officers,  seeing  me  deserted  by  my 
countrymen,  kindly  offsred  mb  their  servi(!e%  and  auitted  me 
as  much  as  they  tould,  and  without  them  I  know  not  what 
night  have  been  mv  fiite,  as  I  was  under  perpetual  appre> 
heiMions  that  the  Chinese  would  have  seiied  my  ship. 

After  the  murder  of  thQ  custom-house  officer  seetoied  to 
have  been  quite  forgotten,  a  magistrate,  called  a  LUth  Afaw- 
<2arm,  committed  the  fbllowinff  outrageous  acti(m  :-^At  tho 
beginning  of  the  troubles,  occasioned  by  that  morder»:he  had 
received  orders  to  apprehend  all  the  EuffUsh  he  could  fin^ 
which  be  ncdected  till  all  was  over.  He  uicn  one  day,  whik 
passing  the  jBuropean  factories,  ordered  his  attendants  to 
seize  on  all  the  English  he  could  see  in  the  adjoinind^^diops,  ' 
and  took  hold  of  nine  or  ten,  French  as  well  as  £nglisby 
whom  he  carried,  with  baiters  about  their  necks,  to  the  pa«t 
lace  of  the  CfiatUockt  or  viceroy.  Application  was  then  mad« 
to  the  Hoppot  or  chief  customer,  who  represented  matters  to 
the  viceroy  in  favour  of  the  injured  Europeans ;  qn  which 
the  mandarin  was  sent  for,  and  being  unable  to  vindicate 
himself  was  degraded  from  his  post,  subjected  to  the  bamboo, 
a  severe  punishment,  and  rendered  incapable  of  acting  again 
as  a  magistrate.;  the  Europeans  t>eing  immediately  literated» 
It  appears  to  me,  however,  thot  the  English  are  tyrannized 
over  by  the  Chinese,  and  exposed  to  the  caprices  of  &iety 
magistrate  wherefore  I  was  the  more  urgent  to  be  on  board 
one  of  the  European  ships.  I  had  now  discovered  my  error 
in,  addressing  the  captains,  and  now  sent  a  letter  to  the  su<- 
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|Mreaifoe%  dfimuiding  •  ptwagt  for  lOTtdft  taf  McmhwA 
•bip'i  compu^t  which  I  wm  Moiible  iMgr  ooula  not  rdinei 
bat  their  compliance  wm  dognd  with  a  chai^go  to  the  cap* 
tabs  not  to  reoeife  any  thingoeloi^iiig  to  ua,  unlcM  con- 
•{ffoed  to  the  company  in  EngUnd. 

^The  hoppo  now  made  a  demand  upon  me  ibr  anehorego 
in  the  riteri  amounting  to  no  le«  tlum  6000  tahdt  and*  to 
quicken  the  paymentt  annexed  a  penalty  tothii  extortion  of 
400  tahei  for  every  dav  the  payment  was  dekyed.  Thoire 
were  no  meant  to  atoia  thii  grow  impoeition }  and  though  a 
day  neceuarily  elapaed  before  1  couM  send  up  the  money,  I 


there  at  the  time^  and  which  measured  a  third  larger 
mine.  I  aoon  after  sold  my  ship  for  8000  tahel,  or  L.  66^ 
}$•,  4d.  iterling,  which  money  wai  coongoied  to  the  ludiia 
Company^  along  with  all  the  rest  of  my  emcts,  and  I  prevail 
od  on  most  of  my  officers  and  mm  to  take  tiieir  pamage  in 
the  English  homeward-bound  *hips. 

Considering  my  short  stay  in  China,  and  my  bad  healthy 
I  cannot  be  expected  to  give  an^  tolerable  account  of  this 
place  firem  my  own  observation^  and  to  0(^  others  wouhl  bo 
mconsistent  with  the  purpose  of  this  narrative^  so  that  I  shall 
only  observe^  that  the  English,  at  this  timet  had  no  settled 
ftctory  at  Canton,  being  only  permitted  to  hire  large  houses, 
called  hoi^h  with  convenient  warehouses  adjoining,  for  re*  < 
ceiving  their  goods  previous  to  their  shipment  jFor.  these 
Aey  pay  rent  to  the  proprietors,  and  either  hire  the  same  or 
others,  as  they  think  proper,  next  time  they  have  occasion 
fiw  the  accommodation. 

Notwithstanding  my  utmost  diligence,  the  business  I  was 
engaged  in  kept  me  in  a  continual,  hurry  till  the  ships  were 
refuly  to  depart,  which  was  in  December,  1721 :  At  which 
tim^  heartily  tired  of  the  country,  and  the  ill  usage  I  had 
met  with,  1  sailed  in  the  Cadogan,  Ci^tain  John  Hall»  ill 
company  with  the  Francis,  Captain  Newsham ;  and  as  tho 
latter  ship  sailed  much  better  than  the  Cadogan,  she  lef^  us 
immediately  after  gatting  out  to  sea.  Finding  his  ship  very 
tender,  or  crank,  Captain  Hill  put  in  at  B«itavia,  to  get  her 
intp  better  trim.     We  continued  here  about  ten  days;  but 
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I  wui  ngf  ItHeabout  thH  pbcc^  being  all  the  Ubm  miibltf  M 
■tMid  oA  ni7  hfs  imd  wm  only  twice  out  in  •  ooeeli  to  tiJit 
4he  aii^i^o  or  three  mile*  out  ofthe  city,  in  which  little  M^ 
cnreiiNi  I  Mirn  treat  variety  of  beautiful  proepectt  «f  flno 
country  leaU  andganlena,  an(l»  Indeed^  erery  tning  around 
ebawad  the-  greatest  industry.  The  bnildingi  in  the  diy  are 
■eneraUy  venr  handsone^  and  laid  oot  in  very  regular  ttreetsi 
navinip  canato  rnnning  through  most  of  them,  with  treee 

Jknted  6n  each  lide^  ao  that  Batavia  may  juetly  be  called  a 
ne  eity  t  But  the  fight  is  the  only  sense  that  Is  gratified 
here»  for  the  canals  smdl  very  oflRmsively  when  the  tide  is 
low,  and  breed  vast  swarms  of  muskitoes,  which  are  more 
troublesome  here  than  in  anv  place  I  wns  ever  in. 

A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dotavia  are  Chineeei 
who  are  remarkable  for  wearing  there  their  ancient  dress^ 
having  their  hair  rolled  up  in  such  a  manner  that  there  is 
little  Sffi^rence  in  that  respect  between  the  men  and  women. 
Ever  since  the  revolutifm  in  China,  which  brought  that  coun^ 
try  under  the  Tartar  yoke^  the  Tartarian  dress  has  been  im* 
posed  upon  the  whole  kingdom,  which  was  not  effected  with- 
out great  bloodshed :  For  many  of  the  Chinese  were  so  su^ 
fierstiliously  attached  to  their  ancient  modes,  that  they  un- 
accountably chose  rather  to  lose  their  lives  than  their  nair  | 
as  the  Tartar  fashion  is  to  shave  the  head,  except  a  long  lock 
on  the  crown,  which  they  pkiit  in  the  same  manner  we  do; 
The  Dutch,  taking  advantage  of  this  superstitious  attachment 
ofthe  Chinese  to  their  hair,  exact  from  nil  the  men  who  live 
under  their  protection,  a  poll-tax  of  a  doiiar  a  month  for  the 
liberty  of  wearing  their  hair,  which  prpdnces  a  very  conii- 
der^le  revenue. 

Hearing  at  Batavia  that  there  were  several  pirates  in  these 
as.  Captain  Hill  joined  the  Dutch  homeward-bound  fleet 
in  Bmtam  bay,  and  the  Dutch  commodore  promised  to  as* 
aist  Ctqrtain  Hill  in  wooding  and  watering  at  Mew  island, 
the  w^ter  at  Batavia  being  very  bad.  We  fell  in  with  the 
Franc*'  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  though  we  imagined  that 
ahip  had  been  far  a-head.  The  Dutch  made  this  a  pretence 
for  leaving  us  before  we  got  to  Mew  island,  and  Captaia 
Newshani  also  deserted  us,  so  that  we  were  left  alone.  We 
continued  six  or  seven  days  at  Mew  isiund,  during  whio^ 
time  several  boats  came  to  us  from  Prince's  island,  an>! 
brought  us  turtle,  cocoa-nuts,  pine-apples,  and  other  fruits. 
]l*'rom  Mew  ishmd  we  had  a  very  pleasant  voyage  to  and 
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4|MillU  Cape  of  Oopd  Hope.    Bytheooodmi  

if  Cbptain  Hill,  although  the  Frande  an/f  the  Duich  4lbi 
,M  m$  alart  of  us  seren  da/i«  bj  desertii  g  u«  in  the  BktimB 
'of  8«idi»  we  yet  Mt  to  the  cape  seven  r1  ays  before  h«  Fi«». 
ciii  iVimgh  she  sailed  considerably  better  than  we.  By  oen> 
pari^BDles  with  the  oiBeers  of  the  Francis,  we  found  that 
she  had  svfiered  a  good  deal  of  bad  weather  off  tiie  south  of 
Africa,  while  we^  by  keeping  about  tea  leagoes  nearer  shoi% 
oontinoally  enioyed  pleasant  weather  and  a  fair  wind,  till 
we  anchored  in  Table  Bay,  which  we  did  towards  the  mi 
of  March,  ^r*^. 

We  * .  .  •ui  '  Oovemor  Boon  and  others,  bound  for 
Eng^  jd  i)i  thw  J  .ondon  Indiaman.  Wo  had  a  pleasant  vo](^ 
a^3  Iiom  t^u  cape  to  Stt  Helena,  and  thence  to  England,  ai^. 
r;ving  ji*  i  <j  Lond's-end  towards  the  dose  of  July.  On  eoi> 
iur.}g  into  iJie  British  channel  we  had  brisk  gales  from  the 
11  :^t,  with  thick  foggy  weatlier.  In  the  evening  of  the  SOth 
July  wc  friiciiorcd  under  Ducgeness,  'and  that  same  night 
aeme  of  the  supercargoes  and  passengers,  among  whom  I 
was  one^  hired  a  smalTvessel  to  carry  us  to  Dover,  where  we 
arrived  the  next  momina  earlv.  The  same  day  we  proceed* 
ed  for  London,  and  arrived  there  on  the  l»t  August,  179S. 
Thus  ended  a  long,  fatiguing*  and  unfortunate  voyage,  4>f 
three  j/ean,  teatn  tnoatMh  ond  eleven  datfi,  in  which  I  hold  sail* 
ed  .considerably  more  than  round  the  circumference  of  the 
i^fobe,  and  had  undergone  a  great  variei/  of  troij' ' 
wardships  by  sea  and  land. 

SxctionVIL 
Supplement  to  tke  foregoing  Fo^ge/l^iii^^jf 

In  the  Collection  of  Harris,  besides  interweaving  several 
cmitroversial  matters  respecting  this  voyage^  from  an  account 
oflt  by  one  Betagh,  who  waa  captain  ot  marines  in  the  Speed- 
well, a  long  series  of  remarks  on  theomduct  of  Slielvocke  by 
,  that  person,  are  appended.    Neither  of  Uiese  appear  to  poe- 
p^K^  sufficient  interest,  at  this  distance  of  time^  almost  a  cen- 
:^<y»  to  justify  their  insertion  in  our  collection,  where  they 
would  have  very  nseksaly  occupied  a  considerable  space., 
Captain  Betagh  appears  to  have  been  actuated  by  violen 
animosity  against  Captain  Sbelvocke,  whose  actions  he  tra 
duced  an4  misrepresented  with  the  utmost  malignity,  ho 
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Ihf  Inhooflnl  ta\ii»  «f  lili  hwttig  txtflMA  ^pM» 

«inong  tti6  flpimliifdt  In  fiotith  ArtiMrlMi  of  whitih  itHne  i9> 
OMitt  will  b«  ibund  in  th«  iubieqtimt  Motion.  Of  tirtntM 
tHnwrfff,  w«  hiivt  only  dwtim  It  axpecllMit  to  Init rt  tho  M* 
lowing  stAtf  ment  Hf  th«  clneumiCaneM  eonneeted  wHh  ihd 
mptnro  of  tho  Cono«ntioni  ni  rvltteii  by  Betaglu  whieli  Har- 
1)1%  I.  ffitOi ohnNioteriMR  m ''a  very  extrAordlnfti'y pic«li  of 
focra  hi«(oryi  «nd  Mmnlngly  tupportvd  by  evidence  i"  but 
M  tliin  diitfince  of  time  we  itAve  no  mtahf  of  tioert«ining  t6 
^hlcb  ilde  the  tiruth  belong!.-*^. 

**  Thii  being  the  gr«At  crfiii  of  the  voviige,  1  lihtll  be  lAore 
j^artlculer  in  relAting  the  effklr  of  this  fait  pHxe.  Thii  ihfp 
WM  itAmed  the  Conorption»  Don  Sttphen  r/if  Hwova  eonf- 
manderi*  bound  fWtm  CaIao  to  PanAmA,  Imving  on  board  le- 
veral  peraoni  of  di«tinotion,  pArtioulArly  tlio  Conde  de  la 
RoMif  who  hA<l  been  M>mo  time  irovortior  uf  Pi^co,  and  wKa 
now  going  to  $|)aini  laden  with  Douri  lUgAr,  mArmalAde»  it 
r$htM»  Now»  be  it  known  to  all  meni  that  the  et  cHera  waa 
108,690  placet  of  aighti  or  Hrmniih  ddlnrt  t  And  SheiVocko 
KtUe  thougltti  wlion  he  took  tnia  price,  or  compiled  hit  book» 
that  I|  of  all  men»  ihonld  have  the  exact  itate  of  thii  affkir. 
He  ol\on  laid  that  he  would  give  the  gentlemen  ownera  a  fair 
account  i  and  I  have  oibn  promiicd  to  prove  that  he  did  lay 
ao.  We  have  now  both  mndo  our  wordi  good^  and  I  have 
not  only  an  Authentic  account,  but  I  will  mio  declare  how  I 
gt)t  it. 

**  When  I  wai  carried  priioner  to  Lima,  I  had  lufflcicnt 
letiure  to  reflect  on  my  miafurtunck  ond  how  likely  I  wai  to 
be  ruined  and  the  owhera  cheated ;  wherefore,  to  prepare 
tliem  to  defend  tlieir  Juat  rightRi  I  wrote  to  one  of  them  the 
auUtanco  of  what  had  occurred  to  me )  how  Shclvocke  had 
iniamAnngctl ;  how  arbitrarily  he  had  acted  in  defiance  oftheir 
articleai  and  what  wore  hia  private  intentiona  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  voyage.  Aa  soon  aa  I  came  to  London,  which 
WAI  in  October,  17^1,  I  confirmed  the  report  of  my  letter 
with  leveral  new  cireumitancea  i  for  all  which  performance 
of  my  duty,  It  ia,  aa  I  luppose,  that  mv  name  haa  met  with 
so  much  reproach  in  Gaptain  Shelvocke'i  book.  But,  be- 
aide»  mv  advicea,  the  gentlemen  ownera  had  many  ptM^ 
from  prWicra  and  ctlter  people.    Eleven  montha  aher  met 

being 

*  Shelvocke,  who  cortainlf  ought  to  Inva  known  lieit,  nfmes  the  ihip 
the  Concrptioii  do  Rccova,  unU  htf  ooniniandcr  Don  Joseph  DvaoriOi—fi. 
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btlng  AoffiM^  17t2|  ShehMtf  bimMlf  tfAuAf  tiki  ImnM- 
«KAtdf  wmIimI  on  tiM  gontlemm  in  tlM  lanmfor  M  bit  traui- 
•etimi  I  Mt  owning  my  thina  of  tlil»  pmtt  whidi  lie  hid 
4iirf«wf^  riiMadf  witli  •vflt'y  tmnff  elie^  among  twenty-thrte 
,«f  lilf  imen*  ImlMul^  coinproniii{«g  the  matter,  tne  geqi- 
4[mnmnaA  lilm  a  lettoTf  teeured  him,  and  hod  him  the MMne 
'dt^  conftiiwd  in  WooA-Uretl  dmfier.  A  few  days  after,  Ms 
pUfklli  Stewart,  Mrriveil  at  Dorer,  and  wot  leized  by  the  ho- 
nest warden  of  the  caitli^  according  to  directions,  securing 
tAwo  bis  boolcof  acco«nts,  and  brought  it  along  with  the  pri- 
soner to  the  owners,  from  #hom  1  had  the  book,  and  copi^ 
ifom  it  the  following  statement  of  the  dividends  t — 
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being 


Vmnti. 


Uuurge  btivlvuckti  . 

Ssinuel  Rundul    •  . 

John  RaJner    .    .  . 

Blowftsid  ColdiM  . 

Nioholsa  Adams  t  . 

Msthow  Stewart  .  . 

AfonWmr  is  Porto  . 

Osoivs  MnMiiail .  . 

Aobtrt  0Mrtnport  . 

William  Clark     .  . 

Jamoi  Danfel  .    •  • 

r>avid  OrilBth  .    .  . 
Chriatopher  Hawkini 

Oliver  leftvre     .  . 

lobpDoydge  .   •  . 

VViUiam  Moi|[an  .  . 

John  Poppleitoue  . 

Jtmea  Moyett      .  • 

/ohn  PMnon  .    .  . 
0aa  8tielvoeke,juii. 

WilUam  Clement  . 

JFohrt  Norrii    .    .  . 

m^MoulvHIe  .  . 

OiBorfeOUI     .    .  . 

Peter  Foro  .    .    .  . 

JolmSniti)    .    .  . 

Sdward  Atcocko  .  . 

IfiMm  Theobald    .  . 

WtilUam  Burrows .  . 

Qaoiel  M«Donald  . 

tiiqIiardCroft  .    .  . 

John  Robbins  .    .  . 

Benedict  Hnrrv    .  . 


Sa  penions  m  all. 


Qnulil]f> 


ii|>tuin     .    . 
Liciitoniiiit     . 
Cn{i.  Marines 
Vliwtvr      .    . 
Surgeon    .    . 
t^irnt  niuto 
Second  mate 
BoaMMthi 
Carpenter 
Gunner  ,  .    . 
iMidvhiproan  . 
Ditto    .    .    . 
|j>itto    .    .    . 
iail'maker     . 
Surgeon's  mate 
Ditto    .    .    . 
Armourer .    . 
Cooper     .    • 
Carpenter's  Bfwt« 

Abie  seaman  . 

Ditt9    .    .  . 

Ditto    .    .  . 

Ditto   ;    .  . 

Ditto   .    .  . 

Ditto    .    .  . 

Ditto    .    .  . 

Barber .    .  . 

Old  seaman  . 

Ditto    .    .  • 

Ditto    .    .  . 
Orommet,orbo}' 

Conk    t    .  . 
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**  Tbe;  render  will  perceive  that  the  sum  total  of  this  divi- 
dend falls  short  of  what  I  said  the  capture  amounted  to ;  but» 
in  order  to  set  that  matter  right,  there  is  a  secret  article  of 
627  quadruples  of  gold,  whi(£  Shelvocke  gradonaly  shared 
among  private  friendsi  each  quadruple,  or  double  donblooBt 
being  worth  sixteen  dollars  each,  or  L.  S :  14 : 8  sterling,  at 
4a.  8d.  the  dollar.  The  value  of  these  is  1 0,0S£  dollars,  which 
added  to  the  sum  of  the  fbregmng  account,  make  108,686| 
dollars,  or  L.  25,348 : 1 1 : 6  sterling  in  all.  Which  large  sum 
of  mon^  Shelvocke  had  the  prodigious  modesty  to  conceal, 
imder  the  mvsterlous  et  cetera.  Stewart's  book  mentions  the 
double  doubloons,  but  says  not  a  word  as  to  how  theyweve 
distributed,  so  that  we  may  imagine  they  were  sunk  between 
the  two  Shelvockes  and  Stewart :  For,  as  Stewart  was  ageh^ 
cashier,  and  paymaster,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  hide  a  bag 
of  gold  from  the  public,  and  to  divide  it  afterwards  in  a  com*^ 
mittee  oftwo  or  three."— Be/a^A.  f 


Skction  VIII. 


Jmendix  to  Shehfocke*t  Voyage  round  the  World,  CoHtamiiig 
ObKrvatiom  on  the  Country  and  InhabUantt  of  Peru,  by 
Capttun  Betag/h  * 


u. 


IMTBOPUCTION. 


This  article  may  rather  seem  misplaced,  as  here  inserted 
amone  the  circumnavigations ;  but,  both  as  having  arisen 
out  of  the  voyi^  of  Shelvocke,  and  because  arranged  in 
this  manner  by  Harris,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  and  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  it  in  this  place,  where  it  may  be  in  a 
great  measure  considered  as  a  supplement  to  the  preceding 
voyage.  In  the  opinion  of  Harris,  "  The  time  that  Beta^h 
lived  among  the  Spaniards  in  Peru,  and  the  manner  m 
which  he  was  treated  by  them,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
acquainting  himself  with  their  manners  and  customs,  and 
with  the  nature  and  maxims  of  their  govemmoit,  such  aa 
no  Englishman  had  possessed;  and  the  lively  manner  in 
which  he  tells  his  story,  gives  it  much  beauty  and  spirit.'* 
We  have  already  seen,  in  the  narrative  of  Shelvocke^  the 
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oeeaiibi*  of  iSetagh  separating  trom  hit  oomdiand^r^  i1on|^ 
uMi  Hatdy  and  a  complement  of  men  in  the  Merciiiy,  on 
irhich  occasion,  Shelvocke  alleged  that  ihey  pnrpocdy  ina'* 
nted  from  him't  in  (Bonseqnence  oi  taking  a  priae  oonlainuw 
150^000  dollars.  In  the  foUowing  narrative,  Betagh  tdu 
his  own  story  very  difierently,  and  we  do  not  presume  to 
determine  between  them.  .  llie  separation  jf  SUielvodke  ori*^' 
gindly  from  his  own  saperior  oflBcer,  CUpperton,  is  net 
without  si}spicion ;  and  Hatdvand  Betagh  may  have  learaft 
fbom  their  commander,  to  endeavour  to  promote  their  own 
individual  interests,  at  the  expense  of  their  duty,  already 
innliiened  by  bad  example^~^£dl 


•    $  1.  PtO'ticulan  if  the  Capture  of  the  Mercury  by  thi 

Spaniard$» 

It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1720,  about  the  mid' 
die  of  March,  when  Captain  Shelvocke  sent  Hately  and  the 
rest  of  us  to  seek  our  fortunes  in  the  lighter  called  the  Mer-» 
cury.  He  then  went  in  the  Speedwell  to  plunder  the  villago 
of  Payta,  where  we  might  easily  have  joined  him,  had  he 
been  pleased  to  have  imparted  his  design  to  us.  We  had 
not  cruized  long  off  Cape  Blanco,  when  we  took  a  small 
bark,  having  a  ^od  quantity  of  flour  and  chocolate.  There 
were  also  on  Imard  an  elderly  lady,  and  a  thin  old  friar^ 
whom  we  detained  two  or  three  days;  and,  after  taking  put 
what  could  be  of  use  to  us,  we  discharged  the  bark  and! 
them.  Soon  after  this  we  took  the  Pink,  which  Shelvocke  ci^ 
the  rich  prize.  Her  people  had  no  suspicion  of  our  being 
an  enemy,  and  held  on  their  way  till  they  saw  the  Mercury 
standing  towards  them,  and  then  began  to  suspect  us;  oa 
which,  about  noon,  they  clapt  their  helm  hard  a-weatlier^ 
and  crowded  all  sail  before  the  wind;  and,  being  in  ballast^ 
this  was  her  best  sailing,  yet  proved  also  the  greatest  advan* 
tage  they  could  have  given  us ;  for,  had  she  lield  her  wind, 
our  flat-bottomed  vessel  could  never  have  got  up  with  theirs. 
About  ten  o'clock  at  night,  with  the  assistance  of  hard  row« 
ing,  we  got  up  within  shot  of  the  chase^  and  made  her 
bnng  to,  when  pretty  near  the  shore.  On  boarding  the 
priz^  in  which  were  about  seventy  persons,  thirty  of  whom 
vWere  negroes,  Hately  left  me  and  Pressick  in  the  Mercury, 
with  other  four,  where  wc  continued  two  or  three  days,  till 
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ahcftvj  rAin  sppUed  all  our  brettd  and  otber  dnr  proviiMNN* 
fl^e.  then  yrenl  on  board  the  pru^  tending  tore*  Mctt^ 
take  cbaive  of  the  Mertttiy.  n- 

%  Merrily  we  stood  off  and  on  in  the  height  of  Glftl 
Blanoo  for  ^eren  or  ei^t  day%  expecting  to  meet  idtb  mi 
{Speedwell}  and  at^  that  place  we  eWt  ashore  the  Spani4f 
UHi»t(dto»  a  padre  or  priest*  and  toniegMitleram  ptME^ngi^ 
iit  last  we  espied  a  sau  J^mg  to  wiadward;  alid»  JittTiDg  ti» 
dOttbt  that  she  wafeeith^r  the  ;SkM4dtrell  qr  the  €lMflCflii^  Hfte 
Itood  towards  her,  while  she  also  «dged  down  toiNurds  wfii 
^bout  ten  in  the  mbmiog  we  werb  near  enoo^  to  taalu- 
her  out  to  be  a  ship  of  war,  but  n^itheri>f  thbse  we  wiilhld 
for.  The  master  of  our  prize  had  before  informed  us,  diat  he 
had  fallen  in  with  the  BrHliantet  which  was  cruizing  for  our 
prifAteers,  and  We  h^  till:  now  entirely  disregiEOKUHi  his  in- 
formation. Upon  this,  IliUely  advised  with  me  what  we 
ought  to  do  in  this  emergency,  when  we  agreed  to  endea- 
vour to  take  adyaata^  of  tha  infotmatkm  given  us  by  the 
S^asuards;  eonsiderHui^  as  the  firlUiante  nad  spdcen  M^ 
very  lately  with  the  Pmk,  that  there  mf^t  not  he  manj 
questions  asked  How.  Accordingly,  HaSy  and  I  drened 
•orsehncs  iik^  Spaniard^  land  boisted  Spanish  colours,  eoiK 
fined  all  our  prisoners  in  the  great  cabin,  and  allowed  aooa- 
but  Indiatas  and  negroes  to  i^apear  on  the  dedc,  lliat  tha 
Fink  taiight  have  the  same  appearance  as  before^  We  tuid 
pobbably  succeeded  in  this  contrivance,  but  for  the  obati» 
asiey  of  John  Sproke,  one  of  our  men,  whom  we  oould  niot 
iMBTSuadc  to  ke^  off  the  deck.  As  the  Brillittite  came  up^ 
^e  fired  a  gun  (o  leeward,  on  which  we  lowened  our  top* 
fail,  going  under  easy  sail  till  we  got  alongside.    The  finit 

?iiestion  uked  ams,  U  we  bad  seen  tbe  En^ish  privateer  h 
Ve  iwswered.  No.  The  next  qnestion  was,  How  we  had 
got  no  farther  onraur  way  to  Lima  ?  To  which  we  answer* 
pif  By  reason  of  tbe  currents.  To  two  or  three  other  qiiaa- 
iimvt,  me  answered  sa^factorily  in  Spanish,  and  they  were 
getting  their  tacks  aboard  in  order  to  leave  us,  when  Sprake 
and  two  or  (hoee  more  of  our  men  appeared  on  the  maia 
dedc.  A  t'^renohraan  aboard  the  Briiliante^  who  was  on  the 
aaast-head,  seeing  their  long  trowsers,  called  out,  Par  Dimir 
iMomiewryiUsont  AngioiSf  By  Heaven,  Sir,  they  are  English: 
Upon  which  they  Immediately  fired  a  broad-«ide  into  u^ 
wHh  round  and  partridge  shot,  by  one  of  which  Hatdy  was> 
slightly  wounded  in  the  Jag.  r-.'     i^^^-i 
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}n  fM  ;f ^  i<tr|9cli:  Pfe  ^tg,  tb^  enemy  sent  for  «U  tli*r 
.pa  bQfif]4  their  WN»  m4  ordered  itwo  of  their  own^ 
i^iil^pi^ p^^/^  The  ^rilliante  then  bore  down  on  the- 
^1^  into  yrlfm^  4>^  ^:r^  at  |^t  twonty-five  sho(^; 
']^(tf^  her  udei  tlicpngE  AQi^  through :  Yetsvchw««> 
tht^  feimitaif^  of  tiiiit  octvia^d^Utfv  yewel,  th«t,  though^ 
^tff  pU  0^  iRJater^  the|re  wfls.  i^o^  weight  enough  to  «ink  hei^- 
«M  .piir  ^ne  ipjen  who  we^e  in  hf  r  remained  unhurt.  Doi&> 
FflQfP  ]|atfirfpdo»  thjB  $p^n  commimdery  ordered  thea* 
4^;ree  m<^JintQ  hi*  ownshif^  in  which  h^  intended  to«ui. 
fofj  |!kytf.  4*  for  m^  he  ga;ir$  directions  that  I  should  he- 
9^ljMf  ,|mh(s  vp  the  fiountm  to  a  place  called  Piumt  And 
i^f0  l^pd  jw  to  leave  M|r  |*,ressick  the  8nrceon»  and  my: 
aerjit^t  •Cohh^  to  f)^r  me  jpompan^.  JAje  Uately  and  th# 
tfot  0^  out  m^  wore  ordered  to  L<m)a  hy  land)  a  j^um^iy 
of  fdffu  )^i^4red  miles.  *  Hately  had  th?  roisl|6rtune  to  00 
^ouhly  vii^pit  the  displeasure  of  the  Spaniards;  Firs^  fi>f' 
riBturninff  mto  these  se^s  a^er  having  been  Itmg  their  pr^n* 
er,  and  oeing  well  used  among  them:  And,  second^  for 
having  stripped  the  Portuguese  captam  at  Cape  Frio  of  a 
coqd  oimnti^  of  moidorjes,  which  were  now  found  upon- 
^im«  ,P(M|i  Pedro  proposed  to  have  this  businefs, searched 
tf»  the  botta)ro»  and  the  gv>iUy  severely  punished,  without 
eypoajng  ^e  innocent  to  apy  danger.        ,  ' 


j$,  OhxrvcUions  made  hy  Bdagh  in  the  North  ofPerUi ' 

.  Lbaving  Hr  Hately  for.the  present,  I  proceed  to  the  ob* 
seryi^^ns  ^  n\ade  on  the  road,  a^  the  admiral  was  so  good 
w  scsnd  me  up  into  the  country,  till  his  return  from  Pay ta^ 
iks  Uie^  weather  ^i  this  part  pf  the  world  is  much  too  hot  to 
a4ip|i|t|of  any  labour  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  custom  la 
to  U^v€^  only  from  six  in  the  evening  till  ei^^t  next  mom- 
iiu;.  Siify  Indian  guide  set  mo  on  the  best  mule  he  had, 
wnich  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  the  restj  sp  that  I  led 
my  fel)ow-travellera  while  day  lasted.    The  whole  pountry 

ihfouffi 

*  Lima  is  above  six  hundred  miles  from  Cape  Blanco,  and  Piura  is  about; 
«eVenty-five  n^iles  from  the  same  place.  Betagh  gives  no  account  of  tlie 
place  where  he  landed ;  but  forty  miles  northwards  from  Piura  would  oni^ 
cariy  him  to  the  north  side  of  the  bay  of  Payta^  and,  as  he  make*  no* 
uieotiou  of  passing  any  river,  he  was  probably  laod^  OB  the  loutb  lid*, 
•f ,  the  riv«r  Amatap«  or  Chira.— £. 
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riirough  winch  we  travelled  wu  an  open  plain,  hariiutB'. 
dian  plantationi  laid  out  with  to1enil)Ie  reguUnftv,  onlidtlr 
«ide8  of  us.    This  champaign  oodntry  is  trom  tmrtfito  an ' 
hundred  mile*  broad,  and  extends  Uiree  hundred  niimiilbng 
shore;  and  I'was  travelling  to  the  southward,  ha^ng  Uie 
Gordelicras,  or  mountains  of  the  Andes,  on  my  left  band,  ^ 
and  the  frreat  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  right.    As  the  soil  ia' 
good  ano^fertik*,  this  land  would  be  as  fine  a  country  as  aiV* 
in  thie  world,  if  well  watered)  but  trsivellers  are  here  obli- 
0BjfI  to  carry  water  for  their  mules  as  well  as  themsehres.    At 
the  approlieh  of  nij^t^  I  was  much  puzzled  to  find  tiie  Way, 
idy  mole  still  persisting  to  go  ferdnost,  being  ofifitk  stajpned 
by  great  sand  hills,  and  my  mule  as  often  endeatouredto' 
pull  the  reins  out  of  my  hand.    This  being  very  troublifr- 
some,  the  Indians  advised  me  to  hiy  the  reins  on  the  mulcts 
neck,  and  on  doing  that  the  creature  easily  hit  the  way. 
These  sand  hills  often  shift  from  place  to  place,  which  I  sup- 
pose is  occasioned  by  stsong  eddy  winds^  reverbenU^  froi|| 
the  mountains.  ■'''* 

We  rested  at  night  in  an  old  empty  house,  aBdut  half 
way,  which  the  gukle  told  me  was  built  by  the  inhisbitant*^ 
of  Piura,  for  the  aqeomi^odationr  of  the  prince  of  San 
Bitenoj  viceroy  of  i  Peru,  when  they  met  and  reg^ved  him 
at  his  entrance  on  his  government.  After  a  short  rest,  we 
continued  our  journey,  and  arrived  at  Piura,  a  handsotne 
regularly  built  tQwn^  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Callan  or 
Ptura*  The  Indian  conducted  us  to  the  house  of  an-  hon^t 
Spanish  gentleman  and  his  wife,  to  whose  charge  he  com« 
mitted  us,  and  then  returned  to  Fhyta.  In  less  thana quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  flodced  to  see 
119,  as  a  raree-show,  and  entertained  us  with  respect  and  ci- 
vility, instead  of  using  us  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  gen^ 
tieman  to*  whose  charge  we  were  committed  was  named  Don 
Jeronimo  Batdivieso,  who  had  five  (feughters,  who- veered 
us  in  so  benevolent  a  manner,  that  we  hoped  our  time  wodd 
slide  easily  away,  and  our  captivity  prove  now^  disagreea- 
ble; and  I  now  became  sensible  of  the  favour  shewn  me  by 
Son  Pe^fo  in  sending  me  to  this  place ;  for  he  had  such  in- 
terest in  all  Peru,  that  for  his  sake  we  found  very  good  treat- 
ment. 

After  refreshing  onrseTvesr  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
oountry,  with  chocolate,  biscuit,  ana  water,  wc  were  sere- 
naded by  the  sound  of  a  harp  from  some  inner  apdrtment. 
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0f 'irUch  initriunent  the  artiil  Men«d  to  have  •  i^fiod 
fliand*  as  I  heard  paiti  of  Mfeitl  fiunous  ctMnpodtionty  bodi 
It^ian  and  English.  Upon  enqulrjr,  I  found  that  all  Don 
JTeronimo^s  daughters  had  learnt  musics  and  sung  or  phn[ed 
upon  smne  instrument.  Though  this  seoned  unaccounlwble 
tflflrsl^  I  afterwards  found  that  music  w«i  much  cnlti?atcd 
itt  Prtrn.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  Italian  part)'  at  the^ 
eoMK  of  Madrid;  the  last  viceroy  of  Tern,  the  pillMf  of 
Sisn  Buen6»  who  was  an  Italian,  brought  a  great  maiiy  iltitH 
sicians  to  diat  country  along  with  him,  by  whom  the  tail^ 
tor  mdsic  haid  spread  every  wher^  and  had  become  as  good, 
in  Fran  as  in  old  Spain.  I  the  rather  notice  thls^  becaustb 
bv  our  being  lovers  of  music,  and  behavinff  peaoeafafy  aila 
<»villytO'  the  inhabitants,  we  passed  our  time  quietly  anici 
chcaftrfiilly.  We  were  only  exposed  to  one  iaoonvenienci^' 
which  l^ed  all  the  time  we  remained  here :  which  was,  thtf 
daily  assembling  of  the  people  to  stare  at  us.  I  and  mr 
sergeant  Cobbs,  bczng  used  to  exercise  in  public,  bore  thia 

Eretty  well ;  but  Mr  Pressick,  being  a  srave  man,  at  first 
ung  down  his  bead,  and  was  very  melancholy.  Bat  he 
grew  better  acquainted  with  the  people  by  dejgrees,  and  camtf 
to  like  them  so  well,  that  we  had  much  ado  to  get  hini  away* 
When  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  remove  our  quarters. 

Almost  all  the  commodities  of  Europe  are  distributed- 
throttgh  Spanish  America  by  a  sort  of  pedlars^  or  mer- 
chants who  travel  on  foot.  1  hese  men  come  from  Panamar 
to  Payta  by  sea;  and  in  their  road  from  Payta  to  Lim% 
make  Piura  their  first  stage,  disposing  of  their  goods,  and 
lessening  their  burdens,  as  they  go  along.  From  Piuray 
some  take  the  inland  road  by  Caxamarca,  and  others  Uie 
road  along  the  coast  through  Truxillo.  From  Lima  they 
take  their  passage  back  to  Panama  by  sea,  perhaps  carrying 
with  them  a  small  adventure  of  brandy.  At  Panama  they 
again  stock  themselves  with  European  goods,  and  return  by 
sea  to  Payta.  Here  they  hire  mules  to  carry  their  goods, 
taking  Indians  abng  with  them  to  guide  the  mules  and  carry 
them  oack :  And  in  this  way  these  traders  keep  a  continual 
round,  till  they  have  gained  a  sufficiency  to  live  on.  Thdr 
travelling  expenses  are  next  to  nothing ;  as  the  Indians  are 
under  such  entire  subjection  to  the  Spaniards,  that  thqr  aK 
ways  find  them  in  lodgings  free,  and  provide  them  with  pro- 
vender for  their  mules.  All  this  every  white  man  may  com- 
mandj  being  an  homage  the  Indians  have  long  tteen  accus> 
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tomid  ^H  ai»d  MHOi  |tl»)p>JF  tkeoiielvM  bonpmf4  iptQ  Ap> 
bfi||«!p.  Yet  put  of  Mperpiity,  t)iev  iometinA#  moet  witllr 
•  $tfi^  re^Ppnipcwie.  Xmqng  U»e  Britlih  and  FrcQoh,  •  find' 
Ur  \$  deipiaedf  and  Kif  c«n|Hoyinent  i|  cpMidend  M  «  vwf . 
aiMh  ihi«  .C<Nr  getting  a  living:  ^ut  it  i*  quite  okheiviM 
h^e«  where  ]tb4  qv|ck  return  nw  money  ii « iwAoieqt  eacoM^ 
lor  the  piiiuner  in  wh|^  it  is  Aained  j  wpd  l^ere  are  nfiqr 
gentM>n  in  old  Qpain*  iu  aocHnipg  cii:c»miji»ncie9i  ww 
■ond  their  aonii  to  what  they  call  the  Xmikh  ^  retrieriP  thfff 
fiptWMM  in  this  war. 

:  Our  lodging  whde  at  Piura  waa  in  an  out-hoiM,  wh^cb 
M.l^^cw  huUt  on  purpose  fer  acconnmodating  »uch  tratel* 
Qog  wfififitmU.  i^rery  day>  aocording  to  the  Spanish  ounc 
tpfn,  Qvx  almet  was  served  yp  under  covers,  and  we  eat  at 
A*  sane  tahle  with  Don  Jeronimo;  while  the  good  la^  of 
we  house  and  hw  daughters  sat  in  another  loom.    iutv 

StQng  liquors  are  onl^  used  during  dinner:  And  I  thbwt 
Wiooly  jcifcumstanee  m  our  conduct  that  amr  iway  disoUif* 
fledonr  0ood  host^  was  once  seeing  me  drink  a  dram  yrifh 
ttie  doctor*  «c  •  snuUl  eatiQg>hoiue;  and,  as  nothina  if 
nore  Qfifensive  to  the  Spaniwds  than  dninkeiiQew»  Ilui4 
]|nw:h  ado  to  apologise  for  this  step.  Yet  they  admit  of  :gaiv  * 
laiitiy  in  the  utmoat  exce^  thus  only  eauhanging  one  enor^ 
4ut^  for  another. 

After  Training  about  six  weeks  at  Piura«  our  Indian 
snide  came  to  conduct  us  to  Pay  to,  to  which  place  the  BrIJk 
Sante  had  retui;ned.  When  aliout  to  take  leav^  Mr  Prea* 
aiek  our  sui^^eon  was  not  tp  be  found,  which  d^ned  us  a 
4q>7*  They  M  concealed  him  in  the  town*  meaning  to 
bave  kept  him  ther«^  being  a  very  useful  man ;  and  if  hff 
<;oald  hftve  had  a  small  cheat  of  medicines,  be  might  soon 
bive  made  a  handsome  fortune.  Next  day,  however,  we 
iaoimted  our  mules,  and  parted  rduotantly  with  our  kind 

.  hqat.and  .his  family.  We  went  on  board  the  Brilliant «! 
Payta*  which  had, done  nothing  at  sea  since  we  left  her,  and 
now  imde  a  sort  of  cruizing  voyage  to  CoUo,  the  port  of 

;  LimA*  I  have  already  mentioned  tbc  civility!  received 
fnom  Don  Pedro  Mldranda,  who  was  admiral  or  general  of 
iit»  SoKtb  Seas ;  and  1  shall  here  add  one  ctrcumstance  to 
the  honour  of  Monsieur  de  Granffe,  a  captain  under  the 
general.  When  taken  by  the  BriUiante,  the  soldiers  strq>- 
pad  us,  considering  our  clothes  as  the  usual  perquisite  of 
conquerors ;  on  which  thut  gentleman  genen)m||.gaye  me 
k^m^  -  -'.,,.   ■^--•7-  a  band- 
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iSaV^i^gtffvm  j^Mfa  to  lima,  mid  Jmmt  (if  fit  Etfgdtk 
^rt/     ir  ..;  rmmmat^iatphpfi* 

,  Our  voviige  tp  Liini»  ooeupied  ajb^vt  4f«  wcakf  I'tii^ 
kmofiduitmr  on  our  arritnV  w«  were  <»PUiM|t«d  to  the  ipwit 
inriiiw  In  im^  the  rwt  of  the  ishjp's  opmf^  wire  f^nfipiody 
fMMjH^  Vr.iiitAiy,  f)ip»  igr  rm¥m  ibii9«ri^  •wigoffd*  Nr«» 
emailed  il^  Wa)««K  «iid  T<jiy  rqughljr  itr«i^.  A  flpopt 
^ipK^fiftffr  our  wrirfdy  wmnmivfm^wwe^  apppintedrto  btf^r 
«nr  rflti^  mA  ^  determine  wlifljlier  we  nrere  i»  be  ^e«M 
I««ilini9«l«»  OP  fw  priiefiert  of  ww?«  We  weii9iehaig«d  vitb 
pjraar,  not  eolely  £)r  wIiM  we  Iwd.dpne  in  |!be  SoitUi  3fa|i  ii| 
iwnaiBriii^  the  «piuiiAids,  but  lor iuvripf  n^ed  iheHke  vior 
knee  ageimt  other  satimUf  hefi>re  our  arrival  in  tjwt;^ 
AWD  wEich  lihey  pi!Qpo»ed  to  i»fer  tbat  we  jind  evinced  apir 
iraiUcal  diapoiition  in  the  whole  of  our  <«(Midw>(.  Of  ^p  wigr 
Itaousht  tbeir  had  tdAeieB^  pvoof  in  the  jpoidoreii  fiwnNi  vyjKV^ 
Hatejjr,  it  ^y  afqpeared  to  have  been  taken  from  tll)^  4i^ 
Jeela  of «priiice  In  «mity  with  our  eoweiie^i  Vjomil^  jksr 
US,  Bon  Diego  Morgilio^  the  viceneg^  iwhoiraf  (marqhbiihpi^ 
Is  <lfce  d^Une  of  Jif^  was  pleased  to  investigate  this  mattter ; 
and  &)ding  only  one  of  us  i^iity,  woidd  no^  sign  an  order 
■for  -takiiiff  lawajjr  the  Jives  of  the  innocent.  Some  were  tot 
aonding  Uatley  ito  the  mines  for  U^  and  oUiers  for  Ivinging 
him  t  But  ithe  several  Aeceunts  lof  the  nile  pcoceediBg*  ^' 
iCaptahi  Shelvocke  contrilMUNi  to  his  idfl^veranc^  of  the 
'{ Iralh  of  which  ciroumstanice^^  tJiere  were  enough  of  our  people 
;^  Irt  Lima  to  witness ;  for,  beaides  Lieutenant 'l^rgeaotson  and 
^  his  men*  who  were  brought  thither»  there  came  also  the  me9 
iwhom  Shelvocke  sent  aloiu;  with  Hof^kins  to  shild  for  them- 
•elies  in  an  empty  hark,  "mo  were  forced  to  surrender  them- 
Mfares  ;to  the  Mdians  for  want  of  sustenance ;  so  thut  the 
court  were  aatisfied  that  Shelvocke  was  ithe  principal  in  that 
pnratical  act,  rather  than  Hateljr.  ConsMering  Ui^  we  had 
AU  l>een  sufficiently  punished  before  our  arrival  at  Lima,  they 
thought  fit  to  letius  all  go  by  degrees.  Hately  was  kept  in 
'  Imtos  ahouta  twelvemonth,  and  was  then  allowed  to  return 
'  40  Engkndr  I  was  more  fortunate,  as  my  impriB<»ment 
;i^.^  lasted 
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Intod  didy  a  fertlrigH  owing  to  the  interpotitkm  of  ontf 
Oi^fai  Fitzgerald,  a-igofitleiDaan  born  in  FVance^  who  had 
great  interest  with  the  vicerov*  and  became  iBcari^  fnr  ai%i' 
on  which  I  was  allowed  my  liberty  in  the  city,  provided  I 
were  fi>rthcominff  w^en  called  for. 
'  AoMng  my  int  onquirlei  Was  into  the  condition  of  othei^ 
English  prisoners  at  this  place.  I  learnt  from  Ueutenant 
Seroeantion  and  his  men,  who  were  here  before  us,  that  most 
of  tndn  had  adopted  the  rdigkm  Of  the  country,  had  beeii 
chriftened,  and  were  dimersd  among  the  convents  <^  the 
dty.  The  first  of  these  iroet  had  his  catechism  iu  one  hand, 
and  a  Iar«r  string  of  beads  dangling  in  the  other.  I  smiled^ 
and  asked  him  how  he  liked  it  r  He  said,  very  well ;  for  ha^ 
Ting  a  religion  to  chuse,  he  thought  theirs  better  than  nonei 
eqiecially  as  it  brought  him  good  meat  and  drink,  and  tt 
quiet  life.  Many  ofShelvocke's  men  followed  this  example 
and  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  most  of  them  had  the  samO 
substantial  reason  for  their  conversion.  It  is  here  reckoned 
very  meritorious  to  make  a  convert,  and  many  arguments 
were  used  for  that  purpose,  but  no  rigorous  measures  were 
mad  to  bring  any  one  over  to  their  way  of  thinking.  Those 
who  consented  to  be  baptized,  generally  had  some  of  the 
merchants  of  IJma  for  their  patrons  and  cod-fathers,  who 
never  failed  to  give  them  a  good  suit  of  c&thes,  and  some 
money  to  drink  their  healths.  « 

Afaiottt  this  time  four  or  five  of  Cllpperton's  men  had  leats 
from  the  convents  where  they  resided,  to  meet  together  at  r. 

Eublic-houte  kept  bv  one  John  Bell,  an  Englishman,  who 
ad  a  negro  wife,  who  had  been  made  free  for  some  service 
or  other.  The  puipose  of  this  meeting  was  merely  to  con- 
firm their  new  baptism  over  a  bowl  otpuneh ;  but  they  all 
got  driink  and  quarrelled,  and,  forgetting  they  were  true 
catholics,  they  demolished  the  image  of  some  honest  saint 
that  stood  in  a  comer,  mistaking  him  for  one  of  their  com- 
panions. Missing  them  for  a  few  days,  I  enquired  at  BeU 
what  was  become  of  them,  when  he  told  me  they  were  all  in 
the  Inquiution }  for  the  thin^  having  taken  air,  he  was 
obliged  to  go  himsdf  to  complam  of  their  behaviour,  but  he 
got  them  released  a  few  days  after,  when  they  had  time  to  re> 
pent  and  get  sober  in  the  dungeons  of  the  holy  office.  Bdl 
said,  if  these  men  had  remained  heretics,  their  drunken  oc- 
ploit  had  not  come  within  the  verge  of  the  ecclesiastical 
power ;  but  as  they  were  novicei^  mey  were  the  easier  par- 
*''"'■■■'  ^  ■-  --*  '--''  donedr 
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.  dooed,  their  outrage!  on  the  laint  being  attributed  to  the  li^ 
quori  and  not  to  any  deigned  afiront  to  the  catbolie  fUtli* 
or  a  relapse  into  heresy. 

Some  time  afterwards,  about  a  dozen  of  our  men  from  the 
Success  and  Speedwell  were  sent  to  Calao,  to  assist  in.  ca- 
reening and  fitting  out  the  Flying-fish|  designed  for  Europe. 
They  here  entered  into  a  plot  to  run  awav  with  the  Marofi- 
rita,  a  good  sailing  ship  wnich  lay  in  the  harbour,  meapuig 
to  have  gone  for  themselves,  in  which  of  course  they  would 
have  acted  as  pirates.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  for  amnui* 
liition  and  a  compass,  they  applied  to  Mr  Sergeantson,  pre> 
tending  they  meant  to  steal  away  to  Panama,  where  there 
was  an  English  factdi^,  and  whence  they  had  hopes  of  get* 
ting  home.  They  said  they  had  got  half  a  dozen  firelocks^ 
wju  which  they  might  be  able  to  kill  wild  hogs  or  other 
gam^  as  they  went  along,  and  begged  him  to  help  them  to 
some  powder  and  shot,  and  a  compass  to  steer  their  way 
through  the  woods.  By  braging  and  making  catholic  signs 
to  the  people  in  Lima,  they  mui  collected  some  dollars,  which 
they  desired  Sergeantson  to  lav  out  for  them  ;  and  he,  not 
mistrusting  their  plot,  bought  them  what  they  wanted.  Thus 
furnished,  one  of.  them  came  to  me  at  Lima,  and  told  me 
their  intention,  and  that  Sprake  was  to  have  the  command, 
as  being  the  only  one  among  them  who  knew  any  thing  of 
navigation.  I  answered,  that  it  was  a  bold  design ;  but  as 
Captain  Fitzgerald  had  engaged  for  my  honour,  I  conM  not 
engage  in  it*  Their  plot  was  discovered  a  few  doys  after, 
thdr  lodgings  searched,  their  arms  token  away,  and  they 
were  committed  to  prison.  The  government  was  much  in^ 
censed  against  them,  and  had  nearly  determined  upon  their 
execution ;  but  they  were  soon  all  released  except  Sprake^ 
who  was  the  ringleader,  and  was  kept  in  irons  for  two  or 
three  months,  and  then  set  at  liberty. 

The  dominions  belonging  to  the  Spaniards  in  America  are 
sp  large  and  valuable,  that,  if  well  sovemed,  th^  might  ren* 
der  that  monarchy  exceedingly  rormidable.  In  my  long 
stay  in  Peru,  I  had  the  means  of  examining  at  leisure,  and 
with  atte  ition,  their  manner  of  living,  the  ^rm  of  dieurgpr 
vemment,  and  many  other  circumstances  little  known  in  our 
part  of  the  world,  and  had  many  opportunities  of  enquiring 
into  things  minutely,  which  did  not  tall  under  my  immediate 
observation ;  and  of  which  I  propose  to  give  as  clear  and  acr 
purate  an  account  as  I  cani  constantly  distioguislMng  W 
: ,  tweeft 
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twMn  irhat  fell  undar  nv  own  immediate  kmmied^  tad 
what  I  receWed  from  the  information  of  othora. 


1 4t  DneHpthm  ofLkM,  Md  tome  Acecmit  of  the  Oovem* 

mentofPeru, 

■  Tin  <••  •  ;' .' 

Tbi  great  and  rkh  dtv  of  Lima  It  the  metropoHi  of  IV 
ra,  and  the  teat  of  an  arenblihop.  It  ii  aN  rMularly  bailL 
4m  etreets  being  all  ctraightand  ipacinai,  dfridiog  the  whole 
Into  ■mall  equares.  It  utamtt  in  an  open  vale,  through  whlok 
run*  a  gentle  itream,  dividing  the  city  in  two,  at  the  Thamefe 
doai  London  from  Southwark.  CoJao  u  the  port  of  LHtm, 
Atmi  whence  it  it  about  ieven  mih»t  distant.  Bccauie  of  tk* 
AvquoBt  earthquake!,  the  Iioutei  are  only  of  one  itoiy,  and 
generally  twelve  or  fourteen  fieet  high.  It  contains  tiatii  pth 
»ish  ehurchfes,  three  colleges  for  students,  twenty-ei^^t  mt^ 
naiteries  of  friarsj  and  thirteen  nunneries,  so  that  the  religion 
oeovpy  a  Iburth  part  of  the  city ;  yet,  by  the  quick  and  pldl- 
tifnl  flow  of  money,  and  the  vast  sums  bequMtthed  through 
the  effects  of  cdibacy,  they  arc  well  endowed.  Birfdee  theae^ 
there  are  two  hospitals  for  aick,  poor,  and  disabled ;  and  in 
which  several  of  our  men  were  kindly  looked  after.  Tha 
length  of  the  city  ftt>m  north  to  south  is  two  miles,  and  iti 
breadth  one  and  a  half;  its  whole  circumference^  includinj^ 
the  wall  and  the  river,  being  six  miles.  The  other»  or 
amalier  part  of  tho  city,  is  to  the  east  or  the  river,  over 
vHiich  there  is  a  handsome  stone  bridge  of  seven  arebeiit 
Including  all  sorts  and  colours,  I  computed  that  the  whde 
liopnlation  of  Lima  amounted  to  between  sixty  and  seveAQr 
thousand  persons ;  and  I  should  not  wonder  at  any  muitf* 
ipHeatfon  in  this  city,  as  it  Is  the  centre  of  so  much  affluence 
and  pleasure.  Besides  the  natural  increase  of  the  inhabit^ 
ants,  aH  ship*  that  trade  this  way,  whether  public  or  private^ 
generally  leave  some  deserters,  who  remain  behind  in  conse- 
^udice  of  the  encouragement  gif  en  tb'oti  white  facet. 

The  people  here  are  perhaps  the  most  expensive  in  tfirir 
liibfts  of  an3r  in  the  world*  The  men  dress  nearlr  as  m 
England,  their  coats  being  either  of  siHc,  fine  English  db^ 
or  oimblets,  emlHroidered  or  laced  with  gold  or  silver,  and 
their  waistcoots  ntnally  of  the  richest  brocodes.  The  wo- 
men wear  no  stays  or  hoops,  having  only  a  stitched  bolland 
jacket  next  their  thlAs)  and  they  generally  wear  a  square 
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ptoot  of  gwmidofini  iimvl  thrown  oter  tbtlr  akoaUiMvt  i|^ 
ttffdy  ootercd  with  Flanden  IiM(v  and  have  diolr  ptrtMJi 
•domed  with  gold  or  nili^r  Ince.  When  thej  walk  but,  tlio 
onole  women  are  moitlj  veiiedi  but  not  the  mulattoca;  and, 
till  thirfy  or  forty  yean  of  ni^e,  they  wear  do  head-clothe** 
their  hair  being  tied  behind  with  fine  ribboni.  The  pride  of 
fhe  ladlet  chiefly  appears  in  fine  Mechlin  or  BruMola  liicry 
with  which  th^  trim  their  linen  in  a  meet  extravagant  man- 
ner«  not  omitting  even  their  iheeti  ond  pillows.  Their  li- 
nen jaoketi  are  double  bordered  with  it)  both  at  top  ami  bot- 
toro»  with  four  or  five  ruffles  or  furbelows  hangiag  down  to 
thdr  kn^es.  They  are  very  extravagant  also  In  pearls  and 
predons  stohei,  in  rings,  bracelets,  and  necklaces,  thou^ 
the  Value  of  these  is  hardly  equal  to  the  shew. 

The  viceroy  has  a  splendid  palace  in  thp  royal  square^  or 
great  quadrangle  of  the  city,  which  seerood  as  large  as  Lirf- 
cdn'A-Ittn-Fieras.  His  salary  is  ten  thousand  pounds  a-ycar, 
but  his  perquisites  amount  to  double  that  sum.  And  thotigh 
his  government  expires  at  the  end  of  three,  foor^  or  five 
years,  ho  generally  makes  a  handsome  fortune,  as  all  places 
are  in  his  pti,  both  in  the  government  and  the  army  lAiroi^ 
out  all  Peru,  except  such  as  are  sent  out'  fr  nominated  oy 
the  kldff.  llie  great  conrt  of  justice  consists  qf  twdve 
jildgeSf' besides  a  number  of  inferior  offlcers^  councillors^  and 
sdicitors.  Before  this  court  all  (iauses  are  decided,  but  thty 
are  too  often  determined  in  favour  of  the  party  who  ^ves 
most  money.  And,  though  these  vast  dominions  obound  in 
riches,  there  is  not  much  work  for  the  lawyers,  as  the  ^ws 
ore  few  and  plain,  which  certainly  is  much  better  diaii  • 
nittltiplidty  of  lawi,  explaining  one  another  till  they  become 
so  intricate  that  the  issue  of  a  cause  depends  more  en  the 
craft  of  the  solicitor  and  advocitte,  than  on  its  justice.  Every 
inaffistrate  in  this  country  knows  that  his  reign  is  short,  and 
thw  he  will  be  laughed  at  if  he  does  not  make  a  fortune,  so 
that  they  wink  at  each  other ;  and,  so  great  is  the  distance 
between  Spain  and  Peru,  that  the  royal  orders  lire  seldom 
regarded,  being  two  years  in  going  backward  and  fbrwaind : 
Hence  arise  many  clandestine  domgs.  According  to  law, 
the  king  ought  to  have  a  twentieth  part  of  all  the  gokit  and 
a  fifth  of  all  the  silver  procured  from  the  mires ;  but  vast 

Suantities  are  carried  away  privately,  without  paying  any 
nty,  both  north  by  Panama,  and  south  through  the  Straits 
0f  Magelhnr    There  are  also  vwt  sums  allowMi  for  the  mi- 
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Ittisfc  the  gamsonsi  and  the  repairs  of  fortificationi,  one  half 
of  iraich  are  never  applied  to  these  objects.  Hence  it  may 
easily  be  imagined  what  immense  riches  would  flow  into  the 
treasury  of  Madrid)  if  his  catholic  majesty  were  faiUifully 
aerved. 

•  u^The  country  of  Peru  is  naturally  subject  to  earthquakes. 
,^bout  fifty  years  before  I  was  there,  or  about  the  year  1670^ 
there  were  two  great  ones  at  Lima*  which  overturned  many 
houses,  churches,  and  convents.  And  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.  the  late  king  of  Spain,  there  was  an  earthquake  near  the 
equator,  which  lifted  up  whole  fields,  carrying  them  to  the 
distance  of  several  miles.  Small  shocks  are  often  felt  which 
dp  no  harm,  and  I  have  been  often  called  out  of  bed  on  such 
becasions,  B.nd  heard  nothing  more  about  the  matter ;  but 
on  these  occasions  the  bells  nlways  toll  to  prayers.  Yet,  al- 
though this  country  has  suffered  much  from  earthquakes,  es- 
pecially near  the  coast,  their  churches  are  lofly  and  neatly 
built.  Such  parts  of  their  buildings  as  require  strength  are 
made  of  burnt  bricks ;  but  their  dwelling-houses  are  all  con- 
structed of  bamboos,  canes,  and  bricks  only  dried  in  the  sun, 
which  are  sufficienUy  durable,  as  it  never  rains  in  Peru. 
Instead  of  roofs,  they  are  merely  covered  over  with  mats,  on 
which  ashes  are  strewed,  to  keep  out  the  dews.  The  small 
river  of  Lima,  or  Runact  consists  mostly  of  snow-water  from 
the  neighbouring  mountains,  which  are  covered  all  the  year 
with  snow,  that  partly  dissolves  in  the  summer-season,  from 
^September  to  March. 

One  would  expect  the  weather  to  be  much  hotter  here; 
but  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  heat  of  this  part  of 
America  and  the  same  latitudes  in  Africa.  This  is  owing  to 
two  causes;  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  snowy  mountains 
diffuses  a  cool  temperature  of  the  air  all  around ;  and  the 
constant  humid  vapours,  which  are  so  frequent  that  I  often 
expected  it  to  rain  when  I  first  went  to  Lima.  These  va- 
pours are  not  so  dense,  low,  and  gloomy,  like  our  fogs,  nor 
yet  are  they  separated  above  like  our  summer  clouds ;  but  an 
exhalation  between  both>  spread  all  around,  as  when  we  say 
the  day  is  overcast,  so  that  sometimes  a  fine  dew  is  felt  on 
the  upper  sarments,  and  may  even  be  discerned  on  the  knap 
of  the  cloth.  This  is  a  prodigious  convenience  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Lima,  who  are  thus  screened  half  the  day  from  the 
pun ;  and  though  it  often  shines  out  in  the  afternoon,  yet  is 
^e  heat  very  tolerablt^  being  tempered  by  the  sea-breezeti, 
.  . .  and 


,'. 


miAPi  zn.  ucr.  viii.    .    Oetfrgt  SUbdekt^  r  /^  9^. 

ind  niot  near  io  bot  asat  Litibon  and  some  parfa  ofSftSan 
more  than,  thfa^  degrees  fiather  from  the.emiator.  i  < 
.  The  ei^tir«  want  df  rata!  in  .this  cdimtiy;  mduq^  Ihe  h^ 
dlaoMi  (gren^btSuf  .the  ooiiqaett^  tp  conatniot  canida  anA 
dtainifigJeacMngtiroUcifroinamcagtheidistomtanoantM 
,whichil]ibyhaTe<dMie  witk^eeat  ikm  and  labdiurfca^iaftiib 
irr^te  afad  refricHh.the  Tidhe%  bjT)  wfaicb  diey  prfadnoe/gtte 
;andCom»  and  a  Tariety  of  fimit^  to  irhich  abodi^  dewit  ooi>> 
tribnte.  A  Spaniph iwriter  observesthat  tbk  peipbtaalwant 
of  rain  ii  occawuiedby  the  BOiitb<^e«t.wuid.olo#iiig.on  the 
coast  of  Peru  the  whole  year  round,;  which  alwaja  bears  away 
the  vapours  from.  the.  ^ains  before  they  are  of  nhffieicolbody 
to  descend .  in  showers :j  Bt^  when:  cariiiBd .higher. aad^fttab 
dier  inhu^  they  become  mere  cofMociv  «nd(at.'Iengthi'in 
down  in  raip  on  the  interior  hilfab  .  The  nUuibitantB  of-Pehi 
have  fimty  of  cattle^  fowb)  fisH»  and  aU  kinds  <of  pcoviaioiiB 
oomnion  among  u%  exc^  butter,'  instead  of  wUdi  Jthey  al- 
ways nsb  hurd.  .  They  have  oil,  win^  addtbrpiidy  in  abohd- 
ance,  bat  not  so  good  as  in  Eurqsc.  Inteadof  itea^fron 
China^  which  is  prohibited,  they  make,  great  nse^  of  oaaslm^ 
called  herb  of  Paraguay,  or  Jesuits  tea^  iwhicU-isi^MNuriit 
froiiL  Paraguay  by  land;  Th^  nudce  a  ,<leoocti(Hi<  of  tms^ 
which  they  usually:  suck  through  a  ipipfl^fiUMbg-.itiilfattaa, 
being  the  name  m  the  bowl  out  of  which  it  is>  dnpuok^  Chs^ 
cf^te  is  their  visual  breikfast,  and  their  grace  Cttp  after  din- 
ner.; and  sometimes stfaqr  take  a ^ms  ofibtan^^  tofpromitale 
digestion,  but  scarcely  drink  any  wine,  fu' Chili,  they  aoiake 
•bme  butter,  such  as  it  i^  the  cream  being  put  itttoia>ikia 
bag  kept  for  that  purpose  ^diieh  is  hud  on  m>  table  beitweat 
two  women,,  who  shake  it  till  the  butter  comes. ^  i('U>  10  lu^ 
The  JS^paniards  are  no  friends  to  the  bottk^  yetgittuitvy 
and  intrigue  are  here  brought  to  per^ction,  insomuch  that 
it  is  quite  unmannerly  here  not  to  have  a  mistress,  audsCaB- 
dalonanot  to  keep  her  well.  The  women  have  many  uc- 
tomplishihents,  both  natural  and  acquired,  having  gracefid 
motion^  winninff  looks,* and  engaginff,  fi«e^  and) sprightly 
oonvorsation.  lliey  are  all  ddicately  slnqpedy  not  imured  by 
Btiff^-bodied  stays,  but  le&  entirety  to  the  beauty  of  iuttlri^ 
and  hardly  is  there  a  crocked  body  to  be  seen  amongithem. 
Their  eytt  and  teeth  are  sioffUkurty  beautiful^  and.th«ir  hair 
Is  universally  of  a  dark  ppushed  hne^  nicely  combed  and 

Silaited,  and  tied  behind,  widi  ribbons,  btt  never  dii^nised 
y  powder;  and  the  bii|^tness  of  their  dcins  round  the  tem- 
•iT  wouxi,  c  pleib 
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pleiy  clearly  appears  through  thbir  dark  hair.    Thobfi^ 
amours  are  universal  at  Lima,  thn  men  are  very  caiteful  to 
liide  tlieiQy  and  no  indecent  word  or  action  is  ever  permitted 
inpuUioi  They  usually  meet  for  these  purposes,  either  in 
dw  afiemoon  at  the  SifgUt,  or  in  the  evening  in  cakshes  oa 
the  other  aidft'of  the  river,  or  in  the  great  square  of  the  city, 
^ere  calaahes  meet  in  great  numbers  in  the  dusk.    These 
-ore  dung  like>  our  coaches,  but  smaller,  mai^  of  them  being 
made  only  to  hold  two  persons  sitting  <»poute.^    Thqr  are 
!aU  drawn  by  one  mule^  with  the  negro  driver  sitting  on  his 
'back;  andit  is  quite  usual  to  see  some  of  these  calashes,  widi 
the  Ulndsi  dosfe^  standing  s^  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  In 
-these  amaseaaetits  they  have  several  customs  peculiar  to  them* 
jdves.    After  evening  prayers,  the  genderoan  changes  his 
idress  from  a  okudc  to.a  montero,  or  jockey'<K»at,  with  a  laced 
Unen  ciqp  on  hb  head,  and  a  handkerchief  round  his  neck, 
•instead  of*  wig;  or  if  he  wear  his  own  hair,  it  must  be  tucki 
■  ed  under  a  ci^  and  concealed)  as  it  is  the  universal  fashion 
r  to  be  diuli  disguised.    Even  those  who  have  no  mi^^«ss,  am 
.ashamed  to  appear  virtuous,  and  miist  be  somehow  masked 
:;or  disguised^;  in  order  to  countenance  the  wav  of  the  world. 
As  all  this  is  night-work*  they  have  an  established  rule  to 
,avoid  quarrds,  ^  never  speaking  to  or  noticing  each  other, 
when  ffdinginquestof.or  to  visit  their  ladies.        .>.n     /;  J 
'fu  In  uort^  the  fore^^part  of  every  Jiight  in  theyear  is  a  kind 
.of  masquerade  Alnong  peof)le  of  any  rank  who  do  not  keep 
•calashes,,  one  couple  never  walks  close  behind  another,  but 
«e«^h:  at  ^e  distance  of  at  least  twelve  paces,  to  prevent  the 
.  oveiheiuring :  of  any  secret  whispers.    Should  a  lady  drop  a 
&n  qr  any  thing  dse  by  accident,  a  gentleman  may  take  it 
up,  but  he  must  not  |^e  it  to  the  lady j  but  to  the  gentleman 
twho  accompanies  her,  lest  slie  ^lay  happen  to  be  the  wife  or 
'tutm  of  him  who  takes  it  up ;  and  as  all  the  ladies  are  ydled, 
-these  wise  rules  are  devised  to  prevent  any  impertinent  dis- 
coveries.  Any  freedom  in  contravention  of  these  laws  of  gak 
lantry  would  be  looked  upon  as  the  highest  affront,  and  would 
be  thought  to  merit  a  drawn  swora  through  the  midriff*. 
.  Should  any  one  see  his  most  intimate  friend  any  where  with 
a  woman,  he  must  never  take  notice  of  it,  or  mention  it  af- 
terwards.   Every  thing  of  this  nature  is  conducted  with  all 
imaginary  gravity  and  decorum,  by  which  the  practice  ofgnS- 
lantry  becomes  decent  and.cMy ;  yet  there  are  some  jealoun 
Jteft  iltitliM iffflttlar  commerce  9f  Irv^  which  sometimes  end 
,wla[         >  >  fatally, 
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fiitally. '  „  4(  iBto'7  <>^  this  kind  happened  ahor^b  before  I  w^t 
to  Liifitu  Aivoung lady,  whp  thought, ^enelfsqkpQveraipa 
;n  the  bearf  of  hex  loVer,  saw  him  by  ch^qceio'  tite  compi^jf 
^f  another,  and,  waiting  nofarthejr  proof  of  hb  infidelity,  ^ 
instani^y  plunged  a.^figger  in  his  pospm.  She  was  soon  i^' 
iter  brpiight  to  trial,  land  every  on^e  ea^pected  that  she  dibnlft 
pay  tbe.nirieit  with  hjcr  life ;  but  die  judges,  considering  be^ 
rasbnfss  as  proceeding  from  excess  of  lov&  not  mialice,  ac: 
quittMl  her.  Howe''er  acreetible  thes^, gallantries  may  be 
tp  the  Crfoie  Spaniards,  tney  have  an  inconvenient  effect  pn 
society ;  as  the  men  are  so  engrossed  by  these  matters,  as  to 
spoil  all  public  conversatjpp*  Their  time  is  entirely  takeii 
<lip  in  {^tendance,  on  their  ]|qi|stres8es,  so  tl^at  there  are, no 
xpfibeijhoUses  oi*  tavern^  and  th^  ca^p..^|^Iy.l;^^ j^i^i  w^ 
their  offices,  or  in  church.  V,     /.pi.  ';f 

I  Perhaps  it  may  be  chiefly  owing  tp  this  e0emini^te  prc^ 
pensity,  that  all  manly  exercises,  ml  useful  knowlj^g^  and 
that  noble  einulation  wh|ch  inspires  viirtiie,  and  keeps  alivp 
respect /for  the  public  good,  are  here  uhkno|Krii.  Tbpi^ 
amusepients  which  serve  in  other  countries  to  retfix  tlie  ila^ 
hours  of  the  industrious,  and  to  keep  al^ye,  th^  Y^gpur  of  the 
body  an<i  mind,  are  unknown  in  Peru;  and^Kp^lor  shbt^ 
at|empt.tp  introduce  any  such,  would  be  ,cbnsi^erea  as  im^in^ 
novator,  which,  among  them,  is  a  hateful  chwacter;  l^brt^^ 
will  never  be  convince,  th^t  martial-exercises  or  litenMry  con- 
ferences are  preferable  to  intrigues.  They  hf^vcy,  bpweyerf  1^ 
sort  of  a  play-house,  where  the  youo.^  gentUiQen  and  stiir; 
dents  (jiv^i^t  themselves  after  their  iashion ;  bqt  their  dn^in^i^ 
tic  performances  are  so  mean  as  hardly  to  be  woHh  meb'* 
tioning,  being  scripture  stories,  interwoven  with  romance,  si 
mixture  still  worse  than  gallantry.  At  this  theatr^  twcj 
£iiglishmen  belonging  to  the  squadron  of  Mons.  Martinat, 
fought  a  prize-battle  a  short  time  before  I  caine  io  Limaf 
i^aying  first  obtained  leave  of  the  viceroy  to  displdy  their 
skill  at  the  usual  weapons,  and  the  da^  being  fixeo,  they 
went  through  manv  previous  ceremonies,  to  draw,  as  Uie 
phoMf  is,  a  good  house.  JF'^epedcd  by  beat  of  drum,  and 
dressed  in  hoJland  shirts  and  ribbons,  they  went  about  iho 
streets  saluting  the  spectators  at  the  windows  with  ficM^H^eii 
of  their  swords,  so  that  the  whole  city  came  to  see  the  t^itdf 
of  skill,  some  giving  gold  for  admittance,  and  U^irf^'any 
one  less  than  a  dollar.  The  company,  male  arid  iedufde, 
being  asseml^cd,  the^nasters  mounted  the  stag^  uxd,  fifter 
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l^i  iiiuAl  m^taii^r  of  the  Englisfa/ having  ehakdn Iwndi^.thcy^ 

Sk  thdt  dlptand^  sxfA  stood  on  their  guald  hi  jjood  biraei^; 

>€^  boi^is'^erib  tolftjed^ithoiit  mtrch  ^tath  ordkihajge; 
ik^ie  diedgn  l^ihg,  iD^ToVe  to  get  ^oii^y  tiion  cbtk  iir  ^Htd^  m 
i^;hagSi6k6of  thi^  ib^tfeitt  Ir^ived  a  small  hurt  oil  tBi^ 
BiiBaikt,  ^hi^h  bkbded  his  shir^  and  bn^n  to  make  the  coioH 
bat  look  tonrible.'  Upon  thlft,  fitorlng  nokn  this  dreadfiil  be^ 
glhning  that  this  zi^  of  the  combatants  might  grotr  tod 
warm,  the  oombany  cried  out,  Batta!  btata!  or  enough! 
^otigh !  And  tn^vfcerby  WouM  nister  (yermit  another  exhi- 
tkltibii  of  itti^'^atoekiiad,  lestdiie  of  the  combatants  night  it* 
4^f&  a  mortfd  Woiind,  attd  sb  die  irtthout  absohition. 
.  £f6  deiBcleht  i^k'e'the  Spanii^lfds  in  ener^  of  spirit,  ^ 
Ini^jjr  extolsite  countries  and  islands  remam  unexpldfed^  ill 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  their  vast  American  domi«i 
^Ontf  thouj^  som<i  of  these  are  reported  to  be  richer  and 
iDlore  valuable  than  t^bse  i^hich  are  already  conquered  and 
i^tled.  Tli«  first  Sbenish  goveri^ors  of  Mexico  and  Peru 
#«Mi  not  pr  this  indolent  du^ition,  but  bestoim}  great 
puna  in  ieiidleavOurln^  to  kitj^uire  the  most  perfiict  knowledge 
D<iihlerinff  npoii  their  respective  governments :  But  now  that 
j(|yheral tttirst  of  fdntte  is«ntitrcly  extinguished,  and  the^  con^ 
l^t  thoiisiilVes  with  plundering  their  fellow-subjects  m  the 
doibifaies  already  knoWn.  The  itgions  to  the  north  of  Mexi- 
obari^^oWn  to  abound  in  silver,  pi^ecioiks  stones,  and  other 
nifen  fjbin^ihdditiesj  yet  th^  Spaniards  decline  all  conquest  on 
iMi  iMe,  vfid  discourage  as  much  as  potlsible  the  reports 
Whi(6tt  have  spread  of  the  riches  of.thesd  countries.  Ob  the 
aajtnel  jbribcipiiis,  they  g^V^  no  encouragement  to  attempt  pe- 
iietraqblg  into  the  heart  of  South  America,  whence  most  of 
tile  ridies  of  Pern  are  knbWn  to  eohie,  the  mountains  at  the 
liack  of  the  country  being  extremely  rich  in  gold ;  and  the 
t^mons,  on  the  other  sicre,  towards  the  Atlantic,  being  in* 
^wited  by  nations  that  have  abundancbof  that  metal,  though, 
ist  fear  of  being  oppressed  by  the  Europeans,  they  conceal 
it  as  ihtfch  as  possible. 

Of  al!  the  oiscoveries  that  have  been  talked  of  amone  tfaa 
l^paniardij  that  which  has  made  the  most  noise  is  the  island 

S'  r  islands  of  Sjolombn,  sup|)osed,  to  be  the  same  with  those 
ispOvered  by  the  famous  Ferdinand  Quiros.  He  reported 
thei&n  4p  be  extrefiiely  rich  and  very  populou^  and  repeated^ 
tffembrlaiea  the  ooiirC  of  Spain  to  be  authorised  to  complete 
1^  dwoirery.    AH  hia  aoUpitations,  howeveri  were  Qeglect* 
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fd»  Md  it  becftme  a  question  ib  a  few  y^ui  wheliher  an^r 
•lach  island*  had  ^ver  eacisted.  At  Ien|;^»  tQwaidi  ^^^^ 
jbfihfi seventeenth centqryt  snclidisc^v^ey werie made i^ 
't|ie  reality  of  these  islands,  ^at  Don  AJ^aiti  ^e  ]|iffinuid^^  i^ 
sent  but  to  discover  thein  in  169^.  fie  f^ile^  i^  tlmal^ipnL 
but  in  die  search  met  with^ft>nr,  islfindf^  ^9ff^i^e  l^^t^cra 
of  7**  an4  10"  S.  which  v^ere  wonderfullj^jri'pl^  and  pletu^ 
the  inhabitants  being  a  better  l6o)^ugr^.Jahilfa^ 
yiiized  than  any  of  the  Indians  oh  the  oqi^^fi^int  <^f 
This  discovery  oqcasionfs^  a  good  <^9(il  ^f  4is^)l^ 
j[|me;  buMhe  su|)8equeiit  (disturbances,  relative  to  i)i^'ii^(^ 
cession  to  the  ci^n  of  Spain,  so  occupied  ^e  ^tti^^on  oS 

evew  pwwn,  thjii  ^  y^<^^mmm^^  % 

islands  of  3olp^<^l^we^Ma«id^A.,^  « 

"J      §  S.  Som  Jccow^iqf't^  Mitff^ of  ffrik'^ii  C!^ii,  J^'cf 

7    As' the  ri<^es  of  Peril  consist  chiefly  in 'ro2n.es.  ^fiulye^^ 
jdiaftendeavf      '      *  -     _ ^  i-i   :_v  .*l.- •  .«• -i  . . 
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MniS  quaiotijSef^  o?^eta<jb<^  ijqaif^  w^il^;  ij|^  t^|  ot 
pfmint?!  |tTpi^sinfiyem|fetw       twroTo^ 
Is  »cc^ive|^,hfirQ»  an^  thc^^  pther  Wi^  iffi 

^in|y1^(^t.d|9se|rye,the  n^e'of  silver-^ijn<^, ^  ^,^,,^j.t^_^ 

i^gly so-denippinated.    pi(i8^^re<?ioi^8 m^ ^^^if^in «^^w 
cbiiptriies  is  the  standard  or  meuar^  of  ric^ies,  if  the  actual 
ri^n^  ofjrjeriji^  or  its  cshief  natunil  commo^i^)  ^  tbrg^^ 
but  the^^iiol?  of  diat.vj|^t  f^owtry,  mverripijb,es>iljp,alm 
jBvery  whfr^  tpbe  met  with,  oiiqi^ore  Qjt  ]i^lyijlifet'fji^^ 
as  the  ore.  produces  mojce.j^  less  silver,  or  ji^  |^.^^^^ 
a^  a  greater  91^  li^s  expehi:^!^'  Soine  of  Ui^ jaw^j^  tpj 
inor^^i  of  )Liina,  ^ut  not  a'gi^at  mi^iy,;  |?^^;  tip  die  ^iit^';tl 
are  very  numerous*    On  the  bapk.  or  ea&lero  nde  of  the  A 
des,  there  .1^^  nation  cf  4ndtanf  called  A0,  ^^Wf!^^  ®^i!Bf 
Phte,  or^4/wr  men,  frpmr  g^^^^ 
of  silver,'  but  with  them  4hp  Snwniards  l)iv);c.y^  |lt!([f  ram- 
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These  islands  of  Miranda  appear  to  have  been  the  Miarquebes,  be* 
tween  the  latitudes  of  8**  4^  and  10°  ay  If.  and  long.  199"  W.    The  So. 
lonwb  isIai^,oi^Kew  Geoigia,  ut  between  i)^  arid  10*' N.tmti'loAg.  *i(KP 
^  SO^**  W.  63}  deftrees  of.tongitude  fiuther  to  the  WestfrnuCdSw-^E^ 
'  f  TUitribft  still  holds  ite  phwe  in  mbdeta  geoj^^hy^  ia  the  vast  nbAi 
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]iiiiinl24ti^l  ^k  bett  of  t(^  lii^ine  coantiries  are  to  the  iptttb 
of  Ciiiicc^fipm  thence  to  Potosi  and  the  frontier*  of  Chilly 
'wfierei  roi;  ibe  simbe  of  300  mile%  there  is  a  continued  luc^ 
^eni^n  of  mfnies,  soine  being  discovered  and  others  abaa<> 
^^pned aliifiost ev^r^^  '   ■  .^i 

*  "It  (s  olitmmon,  both  here ^  for  people  to  coin- 


whh  parttcular  mf iti^ ;  but»  on:  tl^e  Whole,  the  quantities  of 

.'vlttet  tiQV  tu^nuaAy '  obtkineid  from  the  mines,  in  /Spanisli 

.^A|nerl(;i^  abundantly  exceeds  what  used  formerly'  to  beprp* 

'  *<iiired.'   lubose  mines  which  are  at  present  [1720]  most  ref>i 

'    markable  in  Peru  are»  LoXfk,  Camoraj  Cuenca,  Puerto>veio; 

and  St  Juan  del  Oro.    Those  of  Oruro  and  Titiri  are  ne> 

flecte^r,^^d  those  of  Porco  ^d  Plata  are  filled  up.  At 
'otofeiithibre'^are'a  Vast  number  of  mines;  and  thos6  of  To> . 
jouna.ChocMa,  AtMuna,  Xuxui^  Calchfiques,  GuascO)  Iqui- 
nqdf>^  sc.  'iirS  aw  "^rouiKht  with  iiidire  or  Jess  profit,  according 
^b'the  kkin  driike  prbprietoils  or  manligen:  It  isgcneri^iy 
"ti^^ed  tiif^^tiie'  creol^^  have  a  Very  pcrf^ci  aioquiaintance 
H^ith'^hfe  iriiiaafMsy  from  experienci^,  andT  with'  the  art  of  treat- 
^iiji^di^m^  ^fi^  to  obtain  tlie  larsest  profit }  but^  ^hen  their 
*iine^'|B^0Mhtf^  all  other  arts  u  coi^sid^red.  their  boiislaiii 
jj^bi^  oh  in  the  bid  beaten  track,  khd  tlidr  endr^uj)  ii|^aste 
^Mick^tiv^if'j  ohe  Is  tempted  to  bielieve  that  otii:  Etir^ipdiKi 
!winei4  liil^ht'cbtiduct  their  works  to  still  j^ryafer  xidViutacie. 
,  ^^'IthemiSlt  fterfect  silver  that  is  l^rpught  froni  P^f^  is  In' th4 
■■:  i^mtal  c&lfed  ^itai  by  the  SipaAiards,  bebff  e^Kt^etnely  po- 
,l^&ii^lii^bi  of  I^Ver,  as  thc^  ate  the  remaind^f  ot.f  ^aste 
'  Iptiitibsra  ;bf  iflver  dust  and  bercury,  whencie  tncf  Utter 


li 


'd<<r  itb'chktlimglorhis  dut/V  WhVrefbre  Airsil^cr  in  thiii 
statb,^  Ubima^  ^y  wh&e  on  Uib  road,  '6r  on  bOard>by  ship,  li 
1(W)ked'|i|i^49  06ntrababd,aij|d'^  ' 

'  Iii  i^r&^ibSi'bittif  refining  1  propose  tosh^wi^he  pro^ 
lUiiM  orth6  ore«  from  the  mine  ^11  it  comes  to  this  spongy 
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mass 


4»die  %M  the  Miianoiior^wi^spfut,  wbere^tbere  csnoiQt^ipi^aipy  lilvei^ 
mines,,  at.  lea$t  that  they  can  'expIorJB.  -Thex  are  so  .narned  (^Gaiise  of 
;fre»rifig  sily^  ear*riQg«>  which  thfjf  muit^ahnoBtcertajai)^  g^q<^^^|^  bsr-^ 
ter  from  the  tribes'  id  the  mountains,  far  to  the  west— £. 
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■MM!  or  cake.  Aftbr  breakingtbe  itone  or  oreitakm  oat  of 
the  veins,  it  i«  grinded  in  mill*  between  ^indetonei»  or . 
pounded  in  the  hgeaiom  r0ale$,  orrojreVenginetft  by  mean*/ 
of  hammoib  or  boeuea,  like  the  milb  forParii  i^aiAei\«.  These; 
generally  bavoa  whek  of  twenty-five<or  tiiiit^  faBt4ianietesk> 
vtth  « ]^f(  axle  or  lying  diaft,  set  lionnd  alilh  suMioth  tvi- 
angirfar  projeetions,  which,  J  as  (lie  axle  turns,  lay.  hold  of  the  • 
irm 'hammers,  of  about  two  hnndred^weight  each«  lifti^K: 
them  to  a  certain  height,  iwhehce  they  drop  down  with  sucni 
violence  thalf  they. crush  end  reduce  tbe:haixlaBt,catones  to 
powder.  The  pounded  ore  ia  afterwards  sif^  llitongh:iroa> 
or'odfipkDftiev^  which  allow  the  finest  powded  togdtMK>ugh» 
thiiieoarse 'being)  vetarned  to  the  niilh;  WlMai<«tae ;«ie,h^i 
peitt!to.be  mialtel  withioopperor  otheD  victali  wUifa  preveak> 
iia  riidttctionito  ponMery  itiis'roisti^  or  calc&wdHn  ia  oven> 
orreverbcvatpfy  furnace,  andrpvonded  over  jigaiil*;  ;r.; 

'i -At  the;  smaller  mines,  iwherle  they  cmfy'  V8e,|prindstoneSff 
diey,  fair  ihemost  part,  grind  the  ore  aloiigwith'irater,  form- 
ing it  intone  liquid  paste,,  whidt  runs  «ut  into ireceivers. 
Whepi  ffrindcd  dry,  it  h^s  to  be  aftwwardsiihijDedj  with  w»- 
ter^  and  welt  moulded  up  wlidk  the  feet  ibriliioi^~.tuiie.  "Foii 
thfis  purpose,  th^  pake  adonrt  or^ioor^  >•■  w|iida  Ahat<|n||d;: 
oir-  paste  of  pocndcd  oHi  andiwatttiv  Ii'di^wicd:3n'.s4ttav6^ 
^<iel4  of  about  a  foot  tUIA,  each:  parebl  ebirtaining;  h^Ai 
caxorit  ov'chait,  which' ii  twenty-five  quintdsW  hundredth 
weighlff'of  ore^  and  these  psioels  «reoalied  cttfiyoit  'ortbodies*. 
Otf  esicH  «f  these  they  throw  about  two  hundred^weights .  q$ 
.sMUaalt))  more  or  less,  according  to  the  hatere  of  the  ore^ 
which  diey'  mould  or  inoorpoiMite  with  the  noistencd  ore  for 
two  ^  three  days.  Thertth^i  add  a  certain  <)uaatity  of 
quicksilver^  squeeainff  it  mmi  a  skip  bag,  to  make  it  fail  in 
dropsieqoalty  on  the  mass!  or  eueipoj  allowiii0  to  each  masai 
ten,  <fift(ecai>  or  Mrcnty  pourdsiof  quicksilver,^  iiocording  to> 
the  nature  or  quall^  ctithe  ore;  as  the  richer  it  is*:  it  re- 
quires the  more  mercury  to  draw  it  to  the  silver  contained! 
hi  the  mass,  to  that  tbey^  knoW  the  quantity  by  laiig  expe- 
rience. An  Indian  ia  vmnloyed-  to  mould  or.  trao^b  otte  of 
these  square^  cucrpos. eight  times  a-day,  that  theniercnry 
may  thoroughly  incorporate  with  the  silver.  To  expedtie 
this  incorporation,  they  often  mix  lime  with  the.raaaH/wheii) 
the  ore  happens  to.  bo  what  th^  call  greasy,  and  in  thlagreat 
caution  is  r^uired,  i^  thejr^say  the  mass  sometimes  grows  so 
hot  Ihat  they  neither  find  mercury  nor  sihrer>^  it,  which 

M'i  seems 


^i 


-^; 


■^ 


*» 


-«- 


■»■*"  ■-^.t*■■■^-■ 


,.. 


W9  Marljf  Ciwimmnigatioiu.       TAnu»mo€ft.tfk 

•acms  quile  incredibla.  Sometimes  also  they  straw  in  som« 
iMd  or  tin  ore^  tofkoilitate  the  operation  of  the  iMnmr]r» 
whidi  is  sloivev  Jn^venr  cold  weather  t  wherefore^  at  Fotosl 
md  Lipes,  ihejr  are  oiwn  obliged  to  mould  or  work  vpth^ 
onerpos  during  a  month  or  six  weeks )  but,  in  more  tenpe>, 
niM  ofimalest  the  amalgama,  is 'completed  in  eight  or  ten 
dajAk  To  finiilltatetfaeaetioOoftheinercury,  theyi.in  some: 
pncesi  si  at  Puno  and  cbewhers^*  emistnict  thdr  btutemm 
or4oon  on  arehcp*  under  irfiioh-4hegr  keep  fires  for  twenty-t 
ibnplio«ni,.t to  heat  tlw  maimas 'm<c»iifo$, -wbidtare in ihafc 
oMepliRediilDflsvennnt  ofbriicks.'  '••^'jiu^'ion  rt(\'T  .'i'}i>'.vaa 
f'  Whab'it  is>thon^tdiat  the  mercury  has  attvatted.fdl  the 
rilmer,  die  aesmvir  tiskes  a-«mUi  quuiti^  of  oro'from  eadi 
(luerpoi  wkoeh  netwaahes  separat^  in  a:smaU'earthienrpIat» 
or^wooden'bowl?'  and,-  by:  to^  ooloii;  and  appearance  of  thor 
amalgama-fbund  ai  thb  bottai^'wh^the  earthy  matters  arw> 
washed  awaaN' «e  knows  whether  the  mercury  has  nrtidnMd 
its  proper  eiecl  When  bladdah»  the  ore  is  said  tat  havto 
been  too  nindi  Jieatcd^aaid'itbey  add  more  saJt)  or  somei 
odier  Umptati  r^Jai  this  oaSe  tbeyisay  that  .mercury  is  dupara^ 
ihat  is,  shoots  or  ffiees  nwayk  >  If  the  mercdry  remains  wiite^* 
they  jpnt  a  dn^  msder  the  thumb,  add  pressing  it  hastify't! 
tke  suver  In  the  aifaakpmrstick)*  to  the  thumbs  ^Sd  tinAne9*< 
oniy  sl^  aiway  in  littw  dnma.  /When  they  conceive<that  nlV 
dte  lilver  hasoSnodrporatcd  witb  the  mercury,  the>  mixeds 
mass,  orouenpo^  i^  carried' to  a  basin  or  pond,  xntODWJU^  » 
8maU:streani  of  water  is  introdttee<Sl  to  wash  ii^  macb  ju>  the 
same  way 'as  i  dmU  afterwairds  describe  the  manner  ir«>which> 
tii^  wasn  gok^ottly  tliat  as  the  ailverK>re  is  reducied'to^ 
fine  mud  withbvt: stones,  it  n  stirred  by  an  Indian!  with  hia' 
fyk,  to  dissblfa  it  tfaordughtyi  andloofw  the  silver*  Ftoat 
tlie  fintvbaHn  jtfidb  into  a  second^  and  thence  into  a  third^ 
where  the  storting  and  wMhin(ip:is'rqpeat«dk  that  any  an^d^ 
gasn  which  has  hot  subsided  in  thi  first  and  second  may  nol 
cke^  die  third.  .^ 

loe  w^e  being  thoroughly  wodied  in  these  bauns«  which 
are  liaeiirith  leawer,  till  ue  water  runs  dear  off,  the.amal- 
gjnm  of 'mercury  and  silver  is  found  at  the  bottom,  and  ia 
tarmcd  la  pdla,  Tliis  is  put  into  a  woollen  b^g,  and  hungp' 
up,  from  whence  some  of  Uie  mercury  rups  out.  Tlte  bog 
is  then  beaten  and  pressed  as  nukch  as  they  can,  laying  upon 
it  a  flat  i^ece  of  wood  loaded  with  a  heirr  Wj^nt^  to  get 
•itt  at  much  of  the  morcuiy  as  they  can*    The  pMt^  ia  mm, 
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pvlinito  a  inotiM  «^  tpopd^n  platikg  bound  toaether»  gene* 
tilly  in  tke  ftNrm  <if  an  pcUigon  fyrvmd  cut  •borti  its  boft- 


b«ing  a  plate  of  ooppav*  ftiV  vf  imall  holosi  into  wbioh 
tibe  paste  li  atiited  and  preitietd  4wfm»  in    -  ^4r  U>  fi^ten  it 
Wbea  ihcy  design  to  make  imwy^pmw^»,  or  ipoagjr  bimM 
of  tariiNis  waigbtfb  tbf49  ara  diviidddfrqiii  eaah;;^er  h^ 
thin  beds  or  lasers  of  earth/ wbi«(l^  hind#  tham  W<m»  nWb 
tbig.     For  this  puifiose,  the  ptiUh  or  mass,  pf  aipalgain, 
attuit  be  weighed  out  in  fleparate  |H>i:tion%  4edU)Ctilig  taror 
thiads  for  the  contained  incrcury<  by  which'  tb^  l^now  to  a 
fBiaU  raiatlei!  the  quantity  of  siWercontabi^d  in  each.    Thm 
tbea  taki'off  tbia  lOoould,  and  piaod  the  pella  or  nmM^i^m 
its  oc^perbaseon- a!  trivet,  ojraiMh  like  iimruinent,^alfpdipg 
•ner  A  great  earthm^  vessel  full  ,qf  waier*  and  covMr  it  wiw 
anfdartnen  cap^ry^ieh.  a($»iii  ia  cQierad  by  li|^ted;ooa]a« 
Thik  fire  is  fed)aad<kept;  uplbc'  loove  bouiwi  bjT' which  tha 
mass  Of  pelia  be)o!w  b<K»mM  tiolently  bjeatedi.  t)ia  ooatAiaed 
aNnaky  being  th«riBtioi  raiwd  into  vapour :   fiu^'  havinff  M 
means  of  faoapelhr^htha  oop  or  eover,  it  ii  j^roe^.w^n 
Ml  the  water  kindefneatbiWhfsrd  it  cmadenses  into  quiakfolvefe 
and  ainks  to  theibotfeom.    By.this  eokitriirano^  littlf  of  the 
agffrjQttcy  is  loe^  tmk  the  saina  !sefv«Hiiorer  again.    Bn^ iba 
qiiaitftf  iBust;bfi  InoflOaied,  beimmii  grom.mtikf:* h^ At 
Fat(Nu»  as  /  AeostA  i^riatei,  the^ ;  farmtfdy  cwMijHoed  ux  ov 
SBven  ithottsand  qnintals  of  inenmiy  every  yenr^  bgr^wbidi 
aopteideamAybellfimiiadiof  tb!aiilnerftb(VefvQeurw    > 
,-  On  the  «vapQr»tlp>i  of  th<  meitiiry*  itotbfng:  mmaint  but 
aspobgy  lamp  ofrcontiguotta^nri  cf  silver*  vevy.lighl  and 
^mostlfliKMildaring^  Q$mHaipwitffihy  (he  Spaniaidni;  These 
malses  must  be  carried  to  thaJkijig'i  i:eoeipt  or  jaiot*  to  pay 
A«  royal  fifth ;  and  are  there  '^ast  into  iingots,  on  which  aM 
stamped  the  arms  of  ;the  crowi^y  the  {dace  where  cjuf,  and 
ihdtr  we^ht  and  fineness.    AD  l^iese  ii^ts,  having  pi^  die 
fifth*  are  sure  to  be  without  fraud  or  deceit;  bat  it  is  ndl 
m  with  the  pinnae,  as  these  bave  pAen  iron,  $and>  or  songto 
oiife^  matter  oovlainfid  within  thepn;  towcrcase  tbelt  wej^^tj 
^eboek'prudeiKe  veouires  that  these  should  be  openeid,  and 
■Midevred  hot  in'afir^;  for«  <if^iffie<^  the  fire  will  tum 
i|^m. black  or  yettoa^  or  meltithpn  more  ea^iiy^i  This  taia^ 
Igtltfina  is  alio  n^eessary  to  ;<»ti!a6t imo^ture^  w^ab  ihfiji 

;^fii'-v  ■    ■.■)  lo  Hr:i!n-. ;.■>,. J  r,)i:ni.,yi  <■.>  ,v.rii  a?  aontHCt. 
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;|ni^iiBi«ariyaUafd,  w  the  xnercuiyjnivt.to  .^  i^ie  la  fs«%i 

«|j|ff||(^  ^  jMafify  only  beiiig  mtafttnti^ 
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contnet  in  placet  when  they  are  purpoiely  laid  to  render 
them  heay{er,  as  also  for  aerating  the  meroar^  wfth  whicb 
the  bottom  of  the  roaaa  ia  alwaya  more  or  leat  impregnated.' 
The  weight  of  theie  pimuu  may  be  increased  nearly  *  thiid^ 

Sir  dipping  them  while  red  hot  into  water.    It  aM6  aom^ 
mca  happens  that  the  same  nuut  of  pinna  may  be  of  diftiN 
ent  lin«'<Mia  in  diibeni  parts.  ■''' 

r '  The  ore»  br  stones  taken  from  the  mince,  or  the  miiuMjf^ 
m  It  is  called  in  Peru,  flrom  which  Uie  silver  ia  extracted,  iai 
not  always  of  the  sam»  nature,  consistoice^  and  colonii; 
Some  are  white  and  gttr,  mixed -with  red  or  bluish  spoov  - 
ealled  phid  hfatwa  or  whRe  silver ;  of  which  sort  the  one  iat 
the  Lipes  mines  mostly  eonsista.  For  the  most  part,  aomei 
little  griins  of  ailver  are  to  be  discerned,  and  very  often 
smalkbirandies  are  seen^  ramifying  along  the  layers  of  th» 
il6he.''  Some  ores  are  as'bllidk  aa  the  drosa  df  iron,  and  iii' 
which  no'sHver  is  to  be  «een,  which  is  called  negriUo  or  blacks 
ish  ore;  iSometimes  the  ore  is  rendered  bhck  >by  ada[iia:tai«< 
6f  leadi  and  b  oialled  fUnmbo  roneot  or  eoai^e  lead^  in  which' 
the  iilWf*  ajqiears  as  ir  scratched  by  edmethihg  harih.  Thiit 
ore  Is  generally  the  richest  in  silver,  andfirDm  it  41iM>thw 
silvelr  is  got  at  the  smalleat  charge;  as  instead  of  haying  ttf 
b^mouMMdor  kneadcdwith  qnraksilver^  it  hirt  only  to  bf> 
melted  in  ftirnaces,  where  thD  lead  evaponltea  by  the  fore^ 
df!iSi«w'«^d  the  silver  reoiains  pure  behind, '  PNmi  this?  aorr 
of  miiieijtth«>Indiai^ii  dfttw  ^ir  silver  btifore  th«  coming  of 
the  SMniaida;  haivinff ne*  knowle^of  theme  of  miereuhr, 
Mfd  they  aiccotdii^lyliniy  wrought  thdeeminoi  of  which  thtf 
ore  Would' ;  m^ ;  and  j  ^ving-  bnt'  litide  «i!ood,  thev'  heated 
their  lurttaees  with  ^  the  dung  of  the  'jL/ii»w«dr  Pemvian! 
ahe^  filadng- their  farnacecon  the  sides  of  mountains,  thdb 
the  wkid  might  render  their  fires  fierceJ'^  "^    :     - 

There  i^  another  sort  of'black  orcj  in  which  the  sihrer 
does  not  at  all-appear}  and  which,  when  wetted  and  rubbed 
agahfeat  iron,  becomes  red.  This  ore  is  called  roticler,  sig* 
nifyinj^  that  ruddiness  whiioh  appears  at  the  dawii  of  day.> 
This. IS  very  rich,  and  affords  the  finest  sHver.  Another 
kind,  isaXledtoroche,  gUttert  like  tafe,  and  ii  g«ne#filly  i^err 
piMMry  Yielding  little  silver:  Its  odter<<io«ii  ift v^rysoftmRl 
a^k  yellowish  redj  bfit  seldom  ricHi  and  thymines  0f  thi» 
lort>>ftir»  wrought  on  account  of  the  easiness  of  extracting 
the  ore,  being  yery  easily  dug.  Another  kind,  not  much 
ha*}tler  than  the  las^  is  of  a  greeU  cpKnir.  .callied  <»6risMi  or 
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comperiih,  and  If  very  rare.    Althq^ffh  the  lilver  uiiiall/  ap* 
jpeart  in  thii  kind,  and  it  it  almost  mqulderinff,  it  In  the  most 
difficult  (0^  all  to  manage^  as  it  parjbs  yen  difflculiljr  Witb  the 
lilyer.    Sometimei»  after  being  gtaimpcd  or  reduced  to  pow* 
dei>,  it  has  to  be  burnt  in  the  firie,  and  several  other,  expf^ 
t^tents  must  be  uk^d  to  separate  the  silver^  doubtlesf  beeaUM 
Mixed  with  copper.    There  is  another  vcify  rare  sort  of  or^t 
whic^  has  only  been  fonnd  in  the  mine  of  Cotamiso  at  Po* 
tosi,  being  threads  of  pure  silver  entangled,  or  wound  up 
together,  iilce  builit  lace,  and  so  fine  that  it  is  caHed  aratUtf 
(b]:^ideroreb  from  its  resemblance  to  a  cobweb..  "  j'A« 
,  Tl^^^i*^^^  nUnerdjf,  of  whatevet''M)rt  they  roky'b^'  ^r^ 
jo^neirally  richer  in  thb  middle  thati  tib#ord«  the  ertgeii; '  and 
wher^  tiro  veins  happen  to  cross  each  dther,  th^  placd  where 
thgr  rn^e^  is  always  very  rich.    It  1^  also  ofawerved  thit  those 
Which  lie  north  iind  south  are  richef  thaii  tho^e  which  lie  in 
any  bther  direction.    Those  also  which  are  i^eartb  pUcea 
^jhere  inllls  can  be  erected,  an^  ciin  'dolttsequtotljr'b^  'more 
ilR^bimo'diouBly  wi'otight,  are  6ften  preKftrable  tb'dfhen  that 
arejicher*  but  r/^uire  more  ei^pcnse  in  worhiM|{.     JFVur'thli 
fiiMtob^  kt  Liji^  and  Potbsi,  a  chest  0f  ore  tamit  Vield  ten 
in^m  br  dgUty  ounces  of  ifflveir,  it6  i^ay  the;  bftbtgef  of 
^v^k'm^y  ^ile  tho.«e  in  ihd  j^toVInc^ W  TaiM  mf  t^ 
^IfFf  five  meirM'-or  forty  odnce^' to' 'dlfiraj  iKa  iMt^iieft, 
.^en  Weh  vei^Vijcrh,  and  theVhiippiln  ;4b  ifiMif  dcNi^n  so  aa 
%  B^  lik^e  to  hifiikided,  tM  adiv/^nreril  tbuM  hW^e  recbtirse 
W%'iimpi  aiid'niachlnes  in  order  tB  draih  thettii' 6¥  tf>  eoet^i- 
Mh^ot  feveti  diiglfhfougb  tb^iitles  of  th^,ifibunta}A,'whicH 
'6wA  ritin'the  ownei^  by  thi^renbrUbus  expcnc^tHiy^are  in- 
Miiii^jf  Ancwn  iiiibi    At  sbihe  bf  the  mitiV»)  whd««he  me* 
^6^i  of  tepara^fcin''  fiSi^ady!  d'escttbed'^iV  they  us^  other 
iMiiik  of  esH^hi^i)^  the  iilveir  f^dih  Ithe  pre^  aMclfrbn»  other 
'inbtals  WKjcH'  'Hkf^  cbtnbibed^rth  it ;  tin  by  fin^^  of  sh^ong 
'sifii^ratrhg  \iMm  i^hd  therethe  silver  i^^tiastinUik  sbrt  of 
ffij^litaj  (called  bollos.    But  the  most  general  and  useful  me- 
thod is  that  already  described. 

**ll'tiili(y  lifMurally  be  supposed'  fh'at  mines^  as  Well  as< diher 
iiung^'  are  iiub|ei/t  tb  vtiriatiou  |h  if^^i^.'p^oductiyenes^,  '  ^he 
jDines  w^hft.liMyeiry lately^  yielded  n)p«(t silver, ^yere t^bse 
oi  OrourOf  a  small  town  about  eight  ieagueft  from  Arlca. 
|niH.ey0(Hr'17l'%ohe  was  discovered  at  p//(icA«a  near  Cusco, 
iib^'i^lqlij^^^  yleid^^S/00  nin-ks'  of  silver  of  eight  ounces, 
^h,  oi'  2.Ql0QO  P^ncesi  out  of  ei^ch .co^eoa  or  cb^)^.  Mhg 

almost 


VI 


'A. 


-:s'-^*Li»-tvS  -  ■■  '■■:  .:  r  V-  ■ 


nrsK'^- 


'*'S; 


'A 


^  1 


4$  Earfy  Ciraimmmgatioitt.      rAXt  ii.  book  lf« 

•Imott  A  fifth  part  of  the  orot  but  it  hat  since  deeUiMd 
nittcht  and  it  now  [ITSO]  only  reckoned  nmeng  t^f  ordl- 
lUUT  aort.  Thoie  of  Ljpea  have  had  a  limilar  (ate.  THoa^ 
jlt  Votoai  noif  yield  but  little^  and  are  worked  at  a  ▼OfT 
heavy  expenoe,  owing  to  their  excesiive  depth.  Al^iou^ 
tha  mine*  here  are  far  diminiahed  in  their  productiveneny 
yet  th^  quantity  of  ore  which  haii  b«en  ^rmer^  wroug^^ 
and  haa  lain  many  yean  on  the  surfiice,  i«  n^  thousht  fi^ 
pabie  of  yiekiioff  a  second  crop;  and  when  i  waa  ^tXiiiliy 
they  were  actually  turning  it  up,  and  mlHIpg,  if  ov^r  a|piiqi 
Witngrieat  locceM.  Thii  ia  a  proof  that  tlifse  mlneralt  oe- 
neratein  the  earth  like  all  other  innnimate^lpga;  *  ai^It 
likewiie  apnean,  from  all  the  accounts  of  rae  £^MUuardi^ 
that  gold,  silver,  and  other  metals  are  continually growiugani^ 
fbrming  |i^  the  earth.  This  opiniojD  is  ver|fl|ed  by  e^pene^c^ 
in  thenj^untain  of  Potosi,  where  severe^  xnkiei  hM  fidlea 
in,  PMryiifg  the  worsen  ai^d  their  tools;  and  these  being 
agaip  opened  up  a^r  apme  years,  many  \^^'^  iMid  pi<^^ 
(pt  wQoai  Ir^  diacofered,  liaviqg  ]i|fina,9f,  ailvcnr  actually 
ninoi^g  through  them.  *  ,  '  '^" ' ../ . ,': 
P  A)li  ^e^  mines,  become  the  property  of  their  first  disci^ 
ir^rer«  w^  immediately  pre^ts  a  petition  to  tnero^gistrateiy 
deairfrtg  ipk  ^ve  such  a  piece  of  grqnnd  for  })is  pwn.    Thte 

lurea  but  i^ 

plMSWt  withiif  tlfes^  boi|fids»  and  does  with  if  as  be  tbhj^ 
fit  Tl^  exact,  saipe  quantity  is  then  measured  vV  m  |^ 
lopging  tp  t|ifB  king,  am)  js  sold  to  the  beitt  Md^ftr,  th^if^ 
b^ing  alV»y*  many  vjrho  8f  1^  willing  to  purc^ase>,what  n/ff 
|uru  jout^n  ipf^timaple  trc(isure.  Aiier  this,  if  any  peri^ 
mayi^pe  to  woflf  apifit  of  fhis  mine  on  his  own,acc(^uDjL 
iu^  barmins  virith  the  ppi^ietor  fpr  a  particuUr  ^nn.  aJ^ 
th^t,i$,f^ug  out  by  any  one  tt  his  owQf  subject  hoijrever  t? 

-M.    •       ■•  .      'P^W»Wf 

'        '  "  '  .t 

•  >  It  !■  nterdy  a  proof  that  the  qre  iiad  been  fomerly  vary  ioMiftetly 
iffBniyid,  and  Btill  oontaini^  ciiough  of  lilver  to  pay  for  eztracnoii  wim 
prcAt,  by  more  expert  inetlM^s,— E. 

*  Thb  proves  only  change  of  place*  by  tolution,  infillratkiat  and  depc^ 
Sitien;  not  growth,  increue,  or  new  pfoduction. — E.  t 

.  *  In  Harm  this  is  said  to  lie  «Am«  1*00  feet  in  kn^tl^  fnd  1C|0  In 
Ireadtk,  which  i>  otmouily  absurd;  af  ^  one  meaanre  pves  the  Spsnjfh 
yaid  at  1 5  Eogliih  feet,  and  the  latter  at  i|  feet  Both  iMSsares  are  proi> 
aably  iBirbaeoas;  but  there  are  no  data  for  their  ourrectiiia.'^K   '.i';^i;<^ 
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pianmk  df  th#  royal  duties ;  being  one*twcnUeih  paxi  tot 
gMdi  ^mA  o^h  tar  tilYer;  mkI  tomb  praprietori  fi*d  4 
goioid  Mptmat  in  letting  out  their  grounds  and  milli  to  othenw 
•'  TlM#e  mtt  gd^mtnee  juat  beyond  tlie  town  of  Copaipo^ 
Mid  id  aiU  tbe  country  around^  which  have  attracted  maiiy 
|Nii«faiiMri  and  workmen  to  that  di«trict«  to  the  great  injui^ 
jMid  6||ipreMton  of  the  Indians;  as  the  Spanish  magistrate! 
sidt  only  talte  away  their  lands  for  the  purposes  of  mining, 
bill  their  liorses  anO|  which  th^  sell  to  the  new  adventurers^ 
imder  pretence  of  serving  the  king  and  improving  the  sal>> 
tkraents.  There  is  also  abundance  of  magnet  and  lajpix  ia^ 
ivH,  df  whkh  (he  Indians  know  not  the  value;  and  soum 
laa^ues  within  the  country,  there  is  plenty  of  salt  and  saH^ 
pwCf  which  often  lies  an  inch  thick  on  the  ground*  Oil 
the  Cordelientt,  about  an  hundred  miles  to  the  eastf  there  i* 
^  veih  of  Sulnhur  about  two  feet  wide,  so  fikie  and  pure  that 
it  needs  no  cleaning.  This  part  of  the  country  is  full  bf  all 
idrts  of  niinei^  but  so  excessively  barren,  that  the  inhabit- 
ants have  to  fetch  all  their  subsistence  from  the  country 
About  Conuimbo,  over  a  desert  of  more  than  SOO  miles  ex- 
tent, in  wnich  the  earth  abounds  so  much  in  salt  and  sul- 
jshur  that  the  mules  often  perish  by  the  way,  for  want  of 
tfrass  and  fresh  water.  In  that  long  road  there  is  only  one 
^e)r  in  the  course  of  two  hundred  miles,  which  is  named 
'AAeahihe  ot  the  Hyporite,  because  it  runs  only  from  sun- 
rise to  sun-set.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  great  quantities 
6t  staow  melted  on  the  Cordelieras  in  the  day,  whicn  freezes 
a^sin  b^  the  excessive  cold  of  the  night.  Hence  ChiU  is 
said  to  derive  its  name,  as  cKU  %mn\%ei  colA  in  the  Indian 
language;  and  we  are  told  by  tl\«  ^Spanish  historians,  that 
some  of  theii^  countrymen  and  ochers,  who  first  tnlded  td 
this  country,  were  frozen  to  death  on  their  mules;  for  which 
reason  they  now  always  travel  by  a  lower  road,  towards  the 
JDoast. 

-  The  mine  countries  are  all  so  cold  and  barren,  that  the 
Inhabitants  have  to  procure  uiost  of  their  provisions  firoih 
flie  coast ;  this  is  caused  by  the  exhalations  of  salts  and 
sulphur  from  the  earth,  which  destroy  the  growth  (^  aH 
Vegetables^  These  are  so  stifling  to  the  Spaniards  who  dwell 
about  the  mines,  that  they  are  obliged  often  to  drink  the 
fnattea,  or  tea  made  of  the  herb  cantini,  to  moisten  their 
inouths.  The  mules  also,  that  trip  it  nimbly  over  the  moun- 
tmoay  V9  for^  (0  walk  slowly  in  the  country  about  the 
i  ^         mine^ 
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niinM,  Aod  have  ofUii  to  stop  to  take  breath.  If 
poMi^  are  lo  strong  witfeiottt  and  in  the  open  «ir,  what  |nui| 
.th«r  be  within  the  bowels  of  the  enrth  in  the  nla«%  iotQ 
vhichi  if  afresh  man  go,  he  Usuddenljr  beniniiibMl  with  pidn^ 
This,  ts  the  caitowith  maiiy*  but  seldom  lasts  abo?ejida|ii 
•nd  they  are  not  liable  lo.  be  affected  a  second  time:  Y9I 
yapourb  often  burst,  foith  suddenly,  by  which  the  workmen 
are  killed  ou  the  spott  and  one  way  or  another,  groat  mul- 
ii^udes  of  Indians  die  in  working  the  mines.  One  is  iipt  tQ 
iar^der  that,  through  all  this  part  of  the  worU,  those  dU>^ 
tricts  which  are  most  barren  end  unwholesome  are  the  b«i^ 
inhabited;  while  other  places^  that  seem  to  vie  with  our 
Mtions  of  the  terrestrial  paradisct  in  beautv  and  fertility* 
are  but.  thinly  peopled.  Xet,  when  one  conuders,  that  i|  jtf 
the  thirsty  of  wealili,  not  the  love  of  ease,  which  attracta 
people  thither,  the  wonder  ceases,  and  we  see  how  mucht 
the  hope  of  living  rich  gets  the  better  even  of  the  hope,  of 
living;  as  if  the  sole  eud  for  which  man  was  created  was^t^ 
acquire  wealth,  at  the  joxpence  of  health  and  happiness.  , 
'■\'  in  reference  to.  these  deserts,  the  following  observatioa 
occurs  to  my  memory,  as  having  happened  when  we  wero 
on  the  road  to  Pinra.  W^en  we  la^  down  to  sleep  ^t^n^hi^ 
our  mnles  wont  eagerly  in  search  ot  a  certain  root,  not  un- 
like a  parsnip,  but.much  bigger,  which  contains  a  grcatd^ 
of  juice,  and,  besicjcs  serving  as  food,  often  answers  as  • 
substitute  ibr  water  in  the  deserts.  When  the  mules  fin4 
these,  and  are  unable  to  rake  them  out  of  the  ground  with 
their  feet,  they  stand  over  them  and  bray  with  all  their  n^igh|j| 
till  the  Indians  come  to  their  assistance. 
,  It  is  generally  understood  that  silver  is  the  peculiar  wealth 
of  Peru,  and  the  Spaniards  usually  talk  of  gold-mmes.  aa 
confined  to  Chili :  Yet  tiiere  are  one  or  two  tuvaderas,  or 
washina^places  for  gold  in  the  south  of  Peru,  near  the  fron- 
tiers of  Chili.  In  1709,  two  surprizingly  large  pepito^f  01^ 
lumps  of  virgin  gold,  were  found  in  one  of  these  places, 
one  of  which  weighed  complete  thirty-two  pounds,  and  was 
purchased  by  the  Coitde  de  Monciodt  then  viceroy  of  Pertt* 
and  presented  by  him  to  the  king  of  Spain.  The  other, 
sbaped  somewhat  like  an  ox's  heart,  weighed  4wenty-two 
pounds  and  a  half,  and  was  purchased  by  the  corregiuor  of 
Arioa.  In  searching  for  these  lavadora  or  washing  places, 
they  die  in  the  corners  of  some  little  brook^  where  thev 
JMdge^  trom  certain  tokei^s^  t,ha,t  tlio  griMns  of  gold  are  lod- 
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md/  To  Miiit  in  earrying  sway  the  earth  or  mud,  illMgr 
wt  in  A  streem  or  current  of  water  into  theexcaTationti  aiitt 
keep  itirriag  ilp  |be  soil,  that  the  water  may  carry  it  away. 
On  reooMi^  tine  golden  aand,  thev  turn  the  stream  another 
.way,  and  diff  out  this  sandy ;  which  is  carried  on  mules  to 
eerlafin  poncM  or  basons,  which  are  joined  by  small  canak 
Ittto  these  thmr  introduce  a  smart  streaufi  of  water,  to  loosen 
the  earth  and  carry  away  the  grosser  part.  The  Indians 
%tand  in  the  basons  or  ponds,  stirring  u]^  the  earth  to  assist 
the  operation  of  the  water,  and  throwing  out  the  stones, 
llie  gold  remains  at  the  bottom,  still  mixed  with  a  black 
;sand,  and  is  hardly  to  be  seen  till  farther  cleaned  and  sepa«> 
.rated,  which  is  easily  done.  These  washing  places  dimMc 
much  from  each  other.  In  some  the  gr«ns  of  gold  are.  oa 
big  as  small  shot;  and  in  one  belonging  to  the  priests,  near 
Valparaira,  some  are  found  from  the  weight  of  tivo  or  three 
ounces  to  a  pound  and  a  half.  This  wav'of  getting  |;old  ju 
much  better  than  from  the  mines,  as  it  uocs  not  require  ex^* 
pensive  digeiug,  neither  are  mills  necessary  for  grinding  tlie 
ore,  nor  quicksilver  for  extracting  the  metal;  so  that  uoth 
>he  trouble  and  cxpence  are  much  less.')  The  Creoles  are  bjr 
no  means  so  nice  in  washing  their  gold  as 'are  the  people  in 
»£urope;  but  great  plenty  m^es  them  careless,  both  in  this 
itod  other  matters.  .    , 
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$  6.  Oluenatiom  on  the  Trade  of  ChUi, 


%    It  is  not  intended  in  this  place  to  give  a  description  of  the 
Jarge  kingdom  of  Chili,  but  only  some  account  of  the  na- 
ture of  its  trader  and  the  manner  in  which  that  is  connected, 
witli  the  general  commerce  of  Peru,  by  which  the  wealth  of 
^ili  is  transmitted  to  Europe.    Chili  extends  in  length  about 
1200  miles  from  north  to  south,  but  its  breadth  is  uncertain. 
The  air  is  very  temperate  and  wholesome,  .uc?«!ss  when.ren- 
dered  otherwise  by  pestilential  exhalations,  that  are  most 
common  ailer  earUiquakes,  to  which  this  country  is  peeu- 
liarly  liable.    The  winter  rains  are  very  heavy,  during  the 
months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August; .  after  whidi»  ibr 
eight  months  together,  they  have  fine  weather,  generally 
speaking.    The  soil,  where  it  admits  of  cultivation,  is  pro> 
•^i^giously  fertile,  and  fruit-trees  carried  thither  from  Europe 
'.come  to  the  greatifcit  perfectioiii  so  that  fruit  is  coming  foh- 
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WMd  ihiti  different  ataget.  «t^  all.  timet  of  the  feer;  ihiof 
nnch  that  it  i«  common  to^  we  apple-treei^  in  the  i ituatioik 
ID  much  admired  in  oran^  trees,.  haTing  hloniNn%  fmk 
just  Ml,  green  fruit,  and  ri|]e  i^ipk*,  bll  on  one  tree  at  thft 
game  time^  The  Talleyii  wherever  they  have  any  moiatnrv, 
wear  a  perpetual  verdure;  and  the  huls  are  covered  with 
odoriferous  herbs,  many  of  which  are  venr  useful  in  medi- 
cine. -The  country  also  produoet  trees  of  all  sorts.  Thna 
Chili,  independent  of  its  gdd-mitaes,  may  well  be  accounted 
one  of  th6  richest  and.  finestcountriesiii'  the  world; '  For 
instancy  the  town  of.Co^uimbo,  in  tet.SO**S.  [SO^SOQ  a 
ahort  mile  from  the  sca»  la  a  most  delightful  place.  It  is  , 
tftuated  on  a  green  rising  ground,  about  ten  yards  hi{^ 
formed  by  nature  like  a  regular:  terrace,  stretdiing  north 

,  mad  south  in  a  direct  line  of  more  than  half  a  mile,  turning 
■  ft  little  at  each  end  to  the  eastwards  ^  and  its  principal  street 
forms  a  ddightful  walk,  having  a  fine  prospect  of  the  conn- 
try  and  the  bay.    All  this  is  placed  in  an  evergreeii  valley* 

4i«nd  watered  by  a  beautiful  river,  which  rises  in  the  mouQ- 
4ain8,  and  flows  in  a  winding  stream  to  the  sea,  thrbuj^ 

)  *|)eautifril  meadows  and  fertile  vales.  > 

■jj'   Nptwithstanding  its  many  advantages,  this  vast  country 

^<ls  very  thinly  inhwited;'  to  that  through  its  whole  extent  ^ 
there  are  scarcely  five  towns  deservin;;;  that  appellation,  and  [ 
only  one  city,  named  St  Jago.    Through  all  the  rest  of  the 
country  there  arc  only  farms,  called  eUancia$,  which  are  so 
xemote  fitmi  each  other,  that  the  whole  country  cannot  mut- 

.  ter  £0,000  whites  capable  of  bearing  arms,  of  which  St  Jago 

'CX>htain8'2000.  ,  All  the  rest  of  tire  pbpuktioin.  consists  of 

mesticoes,  mulattoesj  and  Indians,  the  number  of  whom  mdy 

}ftmoi!mt  to  tiiree  times  as  .many.*    This  is  exclusive  of  the 

tfrim^y  Indians  to  the  aonth.  of  the  river  Biobio,  who.  are 

{Jredconed  to  amount  to  15,000  fighting  men,  but  whose  fi^ 

'< '  dellty  is  not  much  to  be  de)>endea  upon. 

The  trade  of  this  country  is.  chiefly  carried  on  by  sea,  and 

.'  at  present,  1720,  is  rather,  in  a  declining  situation.    The 
p<Mrt  of  Baldivia  was  formerly  very  famous,  on  acconi^  of 

i  the  very  rich  gold>mines  which  were  wrought  in  its  ne^h- 

.  -  IxMirhood,  which  are  npw  in  a  great  measure  disuse. . 

f'        ■•  .  Hence 

,■*  .... 

-/'     '  Allowing  eight  pendos  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  to  one  fit  to  bear 
arnui  this  would  sivs  to  C^ili,  in  17S0,  a  pM^ilation  of  ItOyOOO  wbit«^ 

•  '»ad  480,000  of  ooloMr*  or  e40^0(k)  in  alL— JS. 
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Hemtf  ;U  b  r6w  orily  kept  a*  •  mgniMoHt  mvijat  to  Peru 
M  ldkeibiiliiesaMonlii«.csoBiti  of  MrlMny^d^  Ma 

plM9  to  wliidi  ini^c&«tor»  «r«  awt,  to  •ervo^p^sl  tbe-in- 
JKMii^  'i'b  a  trade  of  tbi*  place  ooiwut*  in  aondfog  ten.  or 
tndhre  fhiiM  every  year  to  Peru,  laden  with  htde%  tanned 
laiuhery  KUt  meat,  coni>  and  other  provkimM,  whieb  are  to  he 
Ind  here  m  great  plenty. 

i  The  port  of  Ccmception  is  more  eonuderobli^  by  reaaon 
of  its  tnde  M^tb  the  Indians  who  are  not  undw  snbiaelioa 
to  the  cnmn  of  l^ia.  These  Indians  are  coppep-oblouredi 
having  large  tinibsi  broad  fiices^  and  coarse  hum  hair*  Tho 
V  iwtioa  of  the;  Puelchea  differs  somewhat  from  the  resl»  js^ 
among  them  there  are  some  who  are  tderably  whift^  am 
have  some  little  colour  in  tbeir  checfca;  which  i»  suppcfsed 
t*  be  owing  to  tbeir  having  some  Eun^earis  blood  in  ih^ 
veinsy  ever  smce  the  natives  of  this  country  revc^Ued  from 
the  Spanaardsy  and  eut  off  moat  of  their  garrisona ;  on  which 
eitcaaiim  tl:ey  preserved  the  women,  and  especiaHy  the  nuns, 
by  whom  tuy  had  many  children;  who  still  retain  a  sort 
•K  affcctwn  for  tLe  oounlry  of  their  motbers^  and,  though 
too  proud  to  t^JHy.  i9  the  Spaoiardsy.  yet  an»  unwilling  to 
hnrttbem. 

3  These  Pwddi .  .luoabit  the  ridge  of  mountaias  called  Xa 
CarddUm  by  the  Spaniardat,  and  as  the  maimer  of  tradii^ 
witb  them  is  very  stnguhnv  it  may  be  proper  to  give  aoaie 
aoooont  of  it.  When  the>  Spanish  pedlar  Or  tiwvcSiig  meiv 
chant  gees  into  this  oountry*  he  gses  direeltv  ta  A  ea9iqae 
or  dn^  and  presents  himself  befcve  him  without  spcnhit^ 
a  word*:  The  eagique  breaks  silence  first,  saying  to  Am 
merchant,.  Am  yea  ffonsffl'  To  which  the  merehant  answer% 
lam  earner  What  have  jfoa  hmught  me  i  replies  the  cafiquc^ 
To  which  the  merdiaat  rgoins,.  ffW,  and  such  otiier  thinga 
as  he  may  have  to  dispose  of,  wine  being  a  neoessary  article^ 
Upon  which  die  cacique  never  &Us  to  say,  Ydm  art  wekome* 
Tae  cacique  then  appoints  a  lodging  for  the  merchant  near 
his  own  hat,  where  his  wives  and  children,  biddius  hioa 
welcome^  each  demand  a  present,  however  small,  which  he 
accordingly  gives.  The  ca9ique  then  gives  notice  to  his 
scattereosnbjects,  by  means  <n  his  horn  or  trumpet,  that  a 
merchakit  is  arrived  with  whom  th^  mav  trade.  They  come 
accordingly  and  see  the  commodities  which  are  knivei^  axes^ 
«ombs,  needles,  thread,  smaU  mirrors,  ril)bons,  end  the  like* 
The  best  of  all  would  be  wine,  were  it  not  dangerous  to 
VOL.  XI.  -      -.g;      ,,  supply 
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tfagu  with  that  article;  at,  when  drunk>  they  are 
afMioine  and  apt  to  kill  one  another,  and  it  wonid 


rapply  tl 
▼ery  qual 

not  thcin  be  safe  to  be  amonff  them.  "When  they  haye«greed 
on  the  price,,  or  barter  rather,  they  curry  vwvy  all'  the  MiU 
clea  without  then  making  payment ;  so  that  the  merchartt 
dliUvers  all  hit  cornmodmes  without  knowing  to  whom,  or 
even  seeing  any  -  f  his  debtors.  Whett  his  business  is  con- 
cluded, iura  he  .  jposes  to  go  away,  the  ca9ique  ecninands 
payment  by  agein  sounding  his  horn,  and  then  werr  man 
nonestly  brings  to  the  merchant  the  cattle  heowa  K>r  the 
goods  receivMl;  and,  as  these  consist  of  mules,  goats,  oxen, 
and  cows,  the  ca9ique  commands  a  sufficient  number  of  men 

'^  "to  conduct  them  to  the  Spanish  frontiers. 

The  far  greater  number  of  bullocks  and  cows  that  are 
slaughtered  and  consumed  every  year  in  Chili,  comes  frotfi 
the  plaink  of  Paraguay,  *  which  are  in  a  manner  covered  by 
them.  The  Puelches  bring  them  through  the  plain  of  Tamt' 
|Mpfi,  inhabited  by  the  J^eAeiNffue^'  or  unconquered  In- 
dian%  this  bebff  the  best  pass  Jot  crossins  the  mountains, 

^'  as  being  divided  into  two  mils  of  less  difficult  access  than  the 
others,  which  are  almost  impassable  for  mules.    There  it 

-  another  pass,  about  eighty  leagues  from  Conception,  at  the 
^  -volcano  of  Silla  VeUma,  which  now  and  then  casts  out  fire, 

and  sometimes  with  so  great  a  noise  as  to  be  heard  even  at 
that  ci^.    In  that  way  the  journey  is  much  shortened,  and 
they  caB<  go  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  six  weeks.    By  these  com- 
munications they  generally  bring  all  the  beeves  and  goats,  ^ 
'    which  fure  slaughtered  in  Chili  by  thousands  for  thdr  tallow 
and  laid.    This  last  consists  of  the  marrow  of  the  bonest 
which  serves  throughout  all  South  America  instead  of  batter 
and  oil,  for  making  sauces.    The  f*esh  is  either  dried  ia  the 
aun.  Of  by  means  of  smoke,  to  preserve  it  for  use,  instead 
of  salt  fis  used  in  Europe.     These  slnughters  also  affiird 
^  great  Quantities  of  hidei^  especially  goat-skins^  which  they 
;  dress  like  Morocco  lef^ither,  by  them  calted  cordovanes,  and 
is  sent:  into  Peru  for  making  shoes,  or  other  uses. 

Besides 

*  Fftragitty  is  here  used  ia  far  too  extensive  a  sense,  as  comprising  the 
whole  level  country  to  the  east  of  the  Andes :  The  plains  of  Cuyo  are 
those  alluded  to  in  the  text.— E. 

3  The  Pvhneuches  are  probably  here  meant,  who  dwell  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Andes,  between  the  latitudes  of  3s»  and  36°  S.    The  Puelches  oa 

-  tlie  some  side  of  the  Andes,  from  36°  to  40*. — E. 

*  Perhafn,  instead  of  the  goats  in  the  text,  vicumas  ought  to  be  under^ 
Stood.— £. 
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BMid«  the  trade  of  hide%  tallowr  and  dried  neatr  the  in« 
liabitants  of  .Conception  send  every  year  eight  or  tjsn  ships 
of  forty  or  fifty  tons  to  Galao  laden  with  corn ;  besides  svqp* 

.  plying  meal  and  bis^viiit  to  the  French  ships,  which  take  m 
proTiaiona!thr.°e  in  order  to  proceed  to  Peru,  and  for  their 
voyiage  back  to  France.  All  this  were  ouite  inconsiderable 
tot  so  fine  a  obuntry,  were  it  better  peopled;  since  the  land 
is  so  extraordinarily  fertilcf  were  it  well  cultivated,  that  they 
only  scratch  it  for  the  most  part,  by  means  of  a  plough  made 
of  a  sr joked  stick,  and  drawn  by  two  oxen;   and,  though 

,  the  sedd  be  scarcely  covered,  it  produces  seldom  less  than  an 
luindri^  fold.  Neither  are,  they  at  any  more  pains  in  pro* 
curing  their  vines,  in  order  to. make  good  wine.    Besidep 

.  which,  as  they  have  hot  the  art  to  cloze  their  jars  in  which 
the  wine  is  secured,  to  make  them  nold  in,  they  are  under 
the  necessity  of  pitching  them^  And  this,  together  with  the 
voat-skin  bags  in  which  it  is  carried  from  the  estancias,  gives 
It  a  bitter  taste  like  treacle^  and  a  flavour  to  which  it  is  h.'**'d 
for  strangers  to  accustom  themselves.  The  grasses  also  are 
allowed  to  grow  without  any  attention  or  industry  being  em- 
ployed in  grafting.  Apples  and  pears  grow  naturally  m  the 
woods,  and  in  such  abundance  as  it  is  imrd  to  comprehend 
how  they  could  have  ao  multiplied  since  the  conquest,  as  they 

.   affirm  there  were  none  in  the  oountry  before. 

The  mines  of  Quilogqjfa  and  Quilacura -Kn  wkhin  font' 
leagues  of  this  port,  add  afibrd  vast  quantities  of  gold.  At 
tinfiEUoHcia  del  Re*  or  king's  farm,  which  is  at  no  great  dis» 

..  tance,  there  is  by  far  the  most  plentiful  lavadert,  or  washing- 

-^  place  for  gold  in  air  Chili,  where  sometimes  they  find  lumps 
of  pure  gold  of  prodigious  size.    The  mountains  of  the  Cor- 

>  deueras  are  reported  to  contain  a  continued  chain  of  mines 
for  many  hundred  miles,  which  certainly  is  highly  probtible, 
as  hardly  any  of  these  mountains  have  hitherto  been  opened 
without  vast  quantities  of  metal  being  found  in  them,  espe* 
cially  fine  copper,  of  which  all  the  artillery  in  the  Spanish 

'  West  Indies  is  constructed,  at  least  all  that  are  useu  in  the 

4  countries  on  the  South  Seas. 

The  most  considerable  port  in  Chili  is  Valparaiso,  which 
<ii    is  esteemed  one  of  the  best  harbours  on  the  whole  coast  of 

;  the  South  Sea.  It  lies  on  a  river  fifteen  leagues  below  St 
JagOk  the  capital  of  Chili.*    To  this  port  all  the  riches  of 

the 

'  This  is  a  nmterial  errer.    Valparaiso  ii  on  no  rivsr,  and  liss  forty  Eng> 
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Ihe  minflt  on  cv«ry  lide  «n  brouriit,  particBUriji  fiwm  tboM 
of  Ji/M4  wbidi  are  iannenieljr  riai»  and  atentilatedbBtiMMi 
Sit  Jago  and  Valparaiao.  The  gold  here  b  foand  &»  ai  wnr  hard 
•tone^  aoiaa  of  whidi  iparklea  and  hetraji  the  indoaea  trea* 
anre  to  the  eye ;  but  moit  of  it  does  not  «hew  tdye  sraidleil 
dni  flif  goMk  a|MDeariag  merely  a  hard  hank  v'ione  of  vaikMB 
ewoura ,  looie  whhei,  tome  red)  some  bUuA.  This  ore,  aftef 
lieinff  brolcea  in  p/-  "'^  is  grinded  or  stamped  ifi  a  miU  bw 
the  help  of  water,  *i'  a  gross  powder,  with  whioi  qo*clanl« 
eer  is  u^erwands  voa-^  .  To  tnis  mixture  a  brisk  stream  of 
water  is  let  in^  whliek  reduces  the  earthy  matters  to  a  kind 
of  mnd,  whaeh  is  carried  off  br  the  current,  the  amalgam  of 
■okl  and  qaichsiliver  rcmainrng  at  the  bottom,  in  oons»> 
^ence  of  its  weight.  This  amugam  is  then  put  into  a  Jiaen 
Isag,  and  pressed  very  hard,  by  whidi  the  greatest  part  of 
tile  mercmnr  is  strained  off,  ana  the  remainder  n  etaporated 
oflT  by  the  mree  of  fire,  lewring  the  gdkl  in  a  little  wed^  of 
■lass,  shaped  like  a  pinexapple,  whoice  it  is  called  a  pirmth 
This  ia  anaiwarda  melted  md  cast  in  a  mouM,  to  know  itt 
onaol  «ei||^  and  ti  asoevtain  the  proportion  of  silver  that 
is  mixed  with  the  gold,  no  ftrther  process  of  reftning  being 
chme  heee.  The  weightmess  of  the  gold,  and  the  fiieility 
with  which  ^  forms  an  amalgnim  with'  the  mereury^  occasione 
it  easily  to  past  fiom  the  drosa  or  earthy  matters  of  the 
alone  or  matrix.  This  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  gokUmi* 
ners,.  as  t^ey  every  dsgr  know  what  they  get ;  bat  the  silver^ 
miners  often  do  not  know  how  much  tHey  get  till  two  monlha 
afbr,  owing  to  tho  tediousness  of  their  operation,  as  formerly 
deseribedw 

According  to  the  naiare  of  diese  goldmines,  and  the 
comparative  richness  of  Uie  veins,  every  cajwn,  or  chest  of 
fifly  quiatfds,  yidds  four,  five,  or  six  ounces  of  gold.  When 
iii  only  yidds  twoi  ounces,  the  miner  does  not  cover  his  char" 
ges,  which  oAen  hi^pens;  but  he  sometimes  receives  ample 
amends,  when  he  meets  with  good  veins;  and  the  gold-minee 
are  those  which  produce  metals  the  most  unequalfy.  In  kAi* 
lowing  a  vein,  it  frequently  widois,  then  becomes  narrower^ 
and  then  seems  to  disappear,  dl  v;ithin  a  smdl  space  of 
ground ;  and  ^is  sport  of  nature  makes  the  miners  live  in 
continual  hopes  of  finding  what  they  call  a  purse,  being  the 

expanded 


li'*^  mfles  north  from  the  rN«r  Maypo,  on  one  of  the  upper  breacb^s  e£ 
wnicb,  the  Mapocho,  8t  Jago  is  Htusted.— £. 
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enMQdecl  «od  «r«  vein^  ifUA  is  MnediOei  to  vMh  «i  to 
QMbf  ft  i|f«n'«  fiMPtuneatoMt.)  )r«tthb  wni«l(M4iHdit|r«oli». 
tiiii«»  rutaf  tlwi9,  wliioh  {b  the  fffgion  tkml  it  is  !&<»«.  rw^  t« 
Mtt  a  gpU-«inv  rich  th«ii  •  vS/vev-miotir'i  or  even  otie  in  any* 
9Uier  pi»9tB]|  aklMittgh  there  be  \m  «Rpence  ill  cxtrnctisg 
gold  ihNii  the  mineral  than  any  other  inetaL  For  thia  ra||| 
Bon  alio  «he  gold-miners  have  the  particular  privilege  that 
they  cannot  be  s«ed  to  execution  in  civil  actions.  Gcw  only 
pays  a  twentieth  part  to  the  king,  winch  duty  is^  ailed  Goffa 
from  the  name  <h  a  private  individual  al  whoke  instan<^  thi 
dttty  was  thus  reduced*  g<^  having  Ibrmetly  paid  a  fifUi»  m 
ailver  -*iU  does. 

On  the  descent  of  thb  nottntam  of  TiltUt  iheM  mnsb  dim 
ring  the  rainy  seasoui  a  briak  stream  of  watefv  whiiih  passes 
through  among  the  goldror<%  and  washes  ttwHj  abundance 
of  that  rich  metal,  as  It  rifwAs  '  and  breaks  ftom  its  bed.  On 
this  account,  ^m  >tream  is  accotinted  one  bf  the  richort  War* 
deros  in  all  CSiili  for  four  months  of  eteiy  ^r  (  ahd  well 
it  may,  as  thnre  are  sometimes  found  in  it  peHets  of  gold  of 
an  ounce  weight.  At  Pakna,  about  fbur  kaguSs  from  V|il« 
paruso,  there  is  another  rich  lavadero;  and  evetpr  wber4 
throughout  the  country,  the  fUi  of  a  broo^  <•  rivHlet  is  adt 
eomp9nied  by  more  or  less  of  these  ^kiet. .  ..«>wcr(^  Cho  rich* 
ef)t  of  which  fall  into  the  laps  of  the  jesaits,  who  fiirm  or  puk^ 
chase  abundance  of  mines  and  lavaderos,  which  are  wrought 
for  their  benefit  by  their  servants.  Tlie  soil  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Valparaiso  is  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile^  sd 
that  forty  ships  go  from  thence  year^  to  Calao,  laden  with 
corn;  yet  thai  commodity  still  remains  so  cheap  at  thfk 
place»  where  money  is  So  abundant,  that  an  Engliidk  bushel 
Of  wheat  may  be  bought  for  less  than  three  skillincs.  It 
would  be  still  cheaper,  could  all  the  country  be  cttUhratedi 
bat  as  it'  has  constant  dry  weather  fw  eight  months  endu* 
lance,  cultivation  is  only  possible  where  they  have  biooks  or 
little  rills  in  the  vales  coming  from  the  mountains,  whidioan 
be  applied  for  irrigating  or  watering  the  cultivated  laAd. 

There  is  a  great  trade  carried  on  to  all  parts  of  Qiili  from 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  bv  way  of  Buenos  Ayrei^  whmoe  the 
Chilese  receive  some  European  goods,  together  with  large 

sums 


*  That  is,  as  the  matrix  or  rock  in  which  it  i«  (Htntainedt  ateuUerB  ami 
decays  b^  the  iafluencea  of  the  weather  and  of  tUs  stnam  |  for  tiie  notioa 
of  ores  ripening  is  a  mere  dream  or  fancy.— ^  .,:  > : 
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MiM  in  •tilveri  in  return  ibr  their  commoditice. '  Hiii  if 
periuipe  the  largeet  roate  of  Indian  oommeree  in  the  worid, 
M  tlfe roedihMn  Bnenoi  Avres to Potoiti it  1600 miles i  and 
tbbugk  thediitance  from  Valpaniiio  be  not  above  160  nUktf 
awre^'  yet  it  ia  attended  with  much  greater  diiBcuItj,  at 
C^  vait  obain  of  mountain!  called  the  Cordelierai  of  the  An- 
'4ea  hai  to  be  passed,  which  can  only  be  done  dnrinff  the 
three  first  monUis  of  the  year,  the  passes  being  im^aetfcable 
at  all  other  times.  At  that  season  the  merchants  cottie  irom' 
Mendoca,  an  inland  town  about  300  leagues  fh»n  Buenoe 
Ayres,  and  travel  through  the  mountains  to  St  JBfp,  The 
passage  of  the  mountains  usually  takes  up  six  or  seveh  day^ 
thou^  only  about  sixty  leagues,  and  the  travdlen  have  not 
only  to  cany  tlieir  oWn  proviuons  with  them,  bot  also  thai 
provender  of  dieir  mules,  as  the  whole  of  thnt  part  of  the 
road  is  a  continued  series  of  rocks  and  precipices,  and  all  the 
country  round  so  barren  and  so  «posed  to  snows  in  winter, 
that  it  is  utterly  uninhabitable.  The  remainder  of  the  jour-; 
iaey,  from  St  Jaoo  to  the  mines,  and  from  thoioe  to  Valpa*^ 
raiso,  is  both  we  and  pleasant;  and  in  this  the  merchantf 
have  nothing  to  fear,  ei^qmt  staying  too  long,  and  losingf 
Uieir  passage  home  through  the  mountains  for  that  season^ 
in  which  case  they  would  have  to  remain  in  Chili  at  least 
nine  months  longer  than  they  intended. 
'  On  the  whole,  thoueh  a  very  ^reat  part  of  the  enormous 
extent  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  South  America  be  abso- 
lutely desert,  and  the  people  in  some  of  the  inhabited  parts 
do  not  acquire  large  fortunes,  yet  the  Spanish  settlers  in 
Chili  certainly  procure  immense  riches  yearly,  as  the  coun- 
try is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  all  the  gold  drawn  from  the 
mines  and  lavadorcs  must  be  divided  amonff  them.  It  is  cvi» 
dent,  however,  that  the  ^atcr  part  of  the  inhabitants  do 
not  abound  in  wealth,  xhose  among  them  who  deal  in 
eattle,  com,  and  the  other  productions  of  the  country,  only 
acquire  moderate  fortunes }  and  those  who  are  concerned  in. 
the  mines  are  frequently  ruined  by  launching  out  into  unsuc- 
cessful speculations,  and  by  expensive  living.  Those  who 
fare  easy  in  their  pinsumstances,  ^d  retire  to  the  city  of  St 

Jago, 


'  In  these  estimates,  Betagh  has  been  very  unfortunate,  as  the  direct 
idistanc^  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Potosl  does  not  exceed'llCO  miles,  and 
the  distance  from  Ytdpuiiao,  also  in  a  straight  line,  is  hardly  800  miles* 
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Jago,  lite  in  mch  a  manner  as  lofficiently  demonitratei  the 
i^Su*  of  Chfli ;  as  all  their  utemilt,  even  thow  of  th6  mott 
ordfauury  «ort|  are  of  purejrold,  and  it  ii  believed  that  the 
wciUth  of  that  city  cannot  fUl  short  of  twenty  millions.'  Add 
to  dii%'  thegokMnines  are  continually  increasing,,  and  it  is 
ooly  for  want  of  hands  that  they  are  not  wrought  to  infinitely 
more  advantage;  for  those  already  discovered  and  now  ne^ 
glectcd,  would  be  sufficient  to  employ  40,000  men.  It  may 
also  be  observed,  that  the  frauds  practised  against  the  royu 
revenue  are  increasing  daily,  and,  as  the  riches  of  the  Spap 
nish  West  Indies  are  measured  by  the  amount  pf  the  royal 
revenue,  diis  must  make  them  appear  poorer  than  they  are 
in  reality.  We  have  one  instanc<)  of  this  in  the  mines  of 
Potosi,  which  are  said  to  produce  less  silver  than  they  did 
formerly ;  yet,  oth  a  computation  for  fifty  years,  the  annual  re- 
venue to  the  king  has  amounted,  on  the'avera^,  to  820,000 
peaot,  of  thirteen  rials  and  a  quarter  yearly,  which  shews  that 
the  annual  produce  of  these  mines,  so  fhr  as  it  has  paid  the 
royal  duty,  amounts  nearly  to  two  million  pieces  of  eight,  or 
dollars,  and  it  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  the  royal 
treasury  does  not  receive  above  half  of  what  is  due:  where- 
fore, from  this  example,  the  rest  may  be  judged  of. 
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§  7.  Some  Account  of  the  French  Interlopers  in  Chili. 

As  the  policy  of  Spain  chiefly  consists  in  endeavouring, 
b^  all  passible  means,  to  prevent  the  ridies  of  these  exten> 
sive  dominions  from  passing  into  other  hands,  so  the  know- 
ledge possessed  by  other  nations  of  the  great  wealth  of  these 
countries,  and  of  the  great  demand  for  European  manufac- 
tures among  their  inhaoitants,  has  excited  dmost  every  na- 
tion in  Eur  jpe  to  devise  everv  possible  contrivance  for  co- 
ming in  for  a  share  in  these  riches,  and  this  with  such  effect, 
that  it  is  even  questionable  whether  any  considerable  portion 
of  die  riches  of^the  new  world  centres  among  tiie  inhabitants 
of  Old  Spain.  This  may  be  judged  of  from  the  following 
considerations :  Even  the  trade  carried  on  from  Spain  to  the 
new  world  is  of  much  greater  importance  to  foreigners  than 
to  (he  Spaniards  themselves.  For  as  Spain  has  few  commo- 
dities 


'  Ttie  coin  or  denomlnaUon  is  not  specified;  If  dollars,  at  4s.  Sd.,  this 
ifould  amount  to  four  milUouB  and  a  half  Bterling.— E> 
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dhira  of  ite  own*  atid  (Mnriti  en  icaroely  $ibw  nutnSiietnmt 
the  SMfiiih  BMieli«nte  at  Gadb  have  to  mwe  up  their  eait- 

ri  by  loeeM  eCptinhlNes  fitom  ether  ooealriei;  or  rsA&t 
Cadiz  OMrckanle  ere  mete  &eton  for  the  merdhartte  of 
England^  Frane^  and  HoUbnd*  whoie  gooda  they  and  to 
Aaaerka*  and  pay  thea  by  the  returM  made  in  the  I4ate 
fleets.  Spain  ,alio  m  a  country  i^ery  ill  provided  with  KHae 
of  the  necetaariea  of  Ufisf  and  nott  of  the  eonvenMocet  i  to 
that  prodigiovn  inma  of  the  osoikey  brought  from  America 
have  to  be  yearly  exported  ibr  the  parchaae  of  thoae. 

Besida  eiieh  drawbadcs  as  the  abowi  to  which  the  Sp»« 
niards  willingly  rabmit,  there  are  many  otheri  which  ^y 
are  forced  to  endare :  For  instance,  all  the  negroes  they  cm^ 
ploy  in  their  p}an<lations»  in  which  every  kind  of  labour  Is 
Benbrmed  bjr  them,  are  purchased  from  foreigners*  piarticu^ 
larlv  the  English  uid  Dutcb»  at  a  very  large  annual  exponoe  j 
and^  under  pretence  of  iumbhing  them  with  negroes,  a  daB* 
desthic  trade  is  carried  on  every  year,  along  the  whole  coasts 
of  their  possessions  on  the  Atlantic.  In  the  South  60% 
however,  they  #ere  tolerably  free  from  every  thing  exospl 
the  depredations  of  pirates,  till  the  general  war  on  accooni 
of  the  Bucoession  to  the  ^rown  (^  Spain,  which  created  a 
new  kind  of  contraband  trade,  unknown  in  former  times,  of 
which  I  now  propose  to  give  some  account. 

The  Fraich  interlopers  caxri^  vast  quantities  of  godids  di- 
rectly from  Europe  into  the  South  Seas,  which  till  then  had 
hardly  ever  been'  attempted  by  any  Eairopean  nation.  This 
was  always  viewed  with  an  evil  eye  by  the  court  of  Spain,  is 
repugnant  to  the  interests  of  Spain,  and  diametrically  oppo^ 
site  to  the  maxims  of  her  government }  but  there  were  many 
circumstances  at  that  time  which  rendered  this  a  kind  of  ne* 
ccssary  evil,  and  obliged  therefore  the  people  of  Old  Spain 
to  submit  to  it.  As  ibr  the  Creoles,  they  had  European  goods 
and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  it  did  not  give  them  much  concern 
who  it  was  that  received  their  money.  The  town  of  St  Ma<*  • 
lo  haa  always  been  noted  for  privateers,  and  greatly  annoyed 
the  trade  of  the  English  and  Dutch  during  the  whole  reign 
of  King  William,  and  part  of  that  of  Queen  Anne ;  and  - 
though  some  allege-that  money  procured  by  privateering 
never  prospers,  yet  I  may  safely  affirm  that  the  people  of  Si 
Malo  are  as  rich  and  flourishing  as  any  in  all  France.  Priva- 
teering has  thriven  so  well  among  them,  that  all  their  South 
Sea  trade  has  arisen  from  thence;  and,  during  the  last  war, 

they 
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tlMjr  ymen  to  ricb  and  groeraiu^  fKat  thajr  HMde  icnreral  firM^ 
gifts  to  Loun  XIV. ;  and  todoEleroUi wen dMgr»  that thoudi  > 
oar  Adminky  •Ivajra  kept  •  itdut  tqindnin  in  the  AtlMitM^* 
wit  were  never  aUe  to  oepton  one  of  their  6ooth-6ca  tr*>' 
ders.  The  reaion  of  Ak  #>•,  that  thej  alimys  kept  theif 
ship*  extremely  dean*  havitta  ports  to  careen  at  of  wnich  we 
knew  not  In  I709,  when  1  belooged  to  her  nuneaty's  shib 
the  Loo^  being  one  of  the  c<mvoy  that  year  to  Newibiinch 
land,  we  saw  and  chased  npon  that  coast  a  Aip  of  fifty  guns, 
which  we  soon  perceived  to  be  Frcncb-built ;  but  she  crowd- 
ed sail  and  soon  leii  us.  She  bad  joat  careened  at  Placentia, 
and  We  wondered  madi  to  find  such  a  thip  in  that  part  <^ 
the  world.  We  afterwards  learnt,  from  some  French  pri* 
seam,  that  she  was  «  Frmch  dbip  bound  to  St  Maki»  ha- 
ving two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  on  board,  md  was  then 
so  trim  that  she  trusted  to  her  heeb,  and  valued  nobody. 
They  went  thus  fiur  to  the  north  and  west  on  purpose  to  have 
the  advantage  of  a  westerly  wind,  which  seldom  failed  of' 
sending  them  iaid  soundinjop  at  one  H>irt,  if  not  quite  home. 
Since  Placentia  has  been  yielded  to  Ghreat  Britain,  they  now 
use  St  Catherina  and  Ulagrand^  on  the  coast  of  Brasi^  and 
Martinico  in  the  West  IsSies. 

This  trade  suicoeeded  so  wdl,  that  aH  the  merchants  of  St 
liak>  eoffaged  in  it,  sending  every  year  to  the  itumbcr  of 
twenty  sul  of  ships.  In  1721,  I  saw  eleven  sail  of  these  to- 
gether at  one  time  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  among  which  were 
several  of  fifty  guns,  and  one  called  the  Flew'de-luce,  which 
could  mount  seventy,  formerly  a  man-of-war.  As  this  trade 
was  contrary  to  the  Amento  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  memorials  were  frequently  presented  against  it 
at  Madrid  by  ikie  court  of  London ;  and  the  king  of  Spaiui: 
wiUijsg  to  fulfil  his  engagements  to  the  king  of  England,  re- 
solved (o  destroy  this  contraband  French  trade.  As  there 
was  no  other  way  to  accomplish  this  but  by  sending  a  squa- 
dron of  men-of-war  into  the  South  Sea,  and  as  few  of  the 
Spaniards  were  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  Cape 
Horn,  or  could  bear  the  extreme  rigour  of  the  climate,  the 
court  of  Spain  waa  obliged  to  use  foreigners  on  this  expedi- 
tion, and  the  fi>ur  ships  sent  out  were  both  manned  and 
commanded  by  Frenchmen.  The  squadron  consisted  of  the 
OiouceiUr,  of  50  guns,  and  400  men,  the  Rulnf,  of  50  tfuns, 
and  830  men,  both  of  these  formerly  English  ships  of  war, 
the  Leon  Franco,  of  60  guns,  and  450  men^  rad  a  frigate  tk 
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40  guni,  and  SOO  men.  Monsieur  Martinet,  a  French  oflb^f 
cer,  was  oommodore  of  this  squadron,  and  commanded  th« 
Pembroke,*  and  Monsieur  La  Jonquiere  the  Ruby.  Tb« 
French  conducted  the  navigation  round  the  cape  very  well» 
though  in  the  middle  of  winter ;  but  the  last  ship  of  the  four, 
which  was  manned  with  Spaniards,  could  not  weather  Cape 
Horn,  and  was  forced  back  to  the  Rio  Plata,  where  she  was 
cast  away.  As  the  Spaniards  have  little  or  no  trade  into 
any  of  the  cold  climates,  and  are  unused  to  hard  work,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  they  failed  on  this  occasion,  especially 
considering  the  improper  season  of  the  year.  The  Biaca^ 
necrs,  mdwd,  are  robust  enough  fellows ;  and  had  the  Leon 
Franco  been  manned  with  them,  she  had  certainly  doubled 
the  cape  along  with  the  other  three  ships ;  but  the  Spaniards 
in  general,  since  acquiring  their  possessions  in  America, 
have  become  so  delicate  and  indolent,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  an  entire  ship's  company  capable  to  perform  that 
navigation. 

The  vast  advantage  of  the  trade  of  Chili  by  way  of  Cape 
Horn,  is  so  obvious,  that  his  catholic  majt  sty  is  obliged  bv 
treaty  to  shut  out  ail  the  European  nations  from  it,  as  well 
as  the  English,  although  his  own  subjects  make  nothing  of 
it,  aa  it  very  rarely  happens  that  a  Spanish  ship  ventures  to 
go  round  Cape  Horn.  Owing  to  this,  all  European  goods 
sell  enormously  dear  in  Chili  and  Peru ;  ipsomuch,  that  I 
have  been  told  at  Lima,  that  they  arc  often  at  400  per  cent, 
profit,  and  it  may  be  fairly  asserted,  that  the  goods  carried 
from  France  by  Cape  Horn  are  in  themselves  50  per  cent* 
better  than  those  sent  in  the  Cadlzjiota  to  Carthagena  and 
Vera  Cruz,  because  the  former  are  delivered  in  six  months* 
fresh  and  undamaged,  while  the  latter  are  generally  eighteen 
months  before  they  reach  Chili.  In  the  course  of  this  trad^ 
the  French  sold  their  goods,  furnished  themselves  with  pro-, 
visions,  and  got  home  again,  all  within  twelve  or  fourteea 
months. 

When  Martinet  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Chili  in  1717*  fur-, 
nished  with  a  commission  from  the  king  of  Spain  to  take  oc 
destroy  all  the  ships  of  his  countrymen  found  trading  in  the 
South  Sea,  he  soon  had  sufiicient  employment  for  his  squa^ 
dron }  and  of  fourteen  ships  belonging  to  St  Malo,  then  on 

the 

X  f  No  such  name  occurs,  in  enumerating  the  squadron  immediately  be> 


CHAP.  XII.  nxrr.  tiii.      George  Shtkocke. 


59 


the  coast,  only  one  e«cap«d  him,  which  lay  hid  in  a  hmd- 
loeked  crecic  uniecn  till  he  had  gone  to  loeward.  Akhoiifl^ 
in  thii  he  executed  the  orders  of  hit  catholic  majesty,  and 
did  a  material  benefit  to  the  British  South  Sea  companv, 
yet  he  almost  ruined  the  tradina  part  of  the  Creole  Spaniards, 
as  hindering  the  circuktion  otmoney  and  spoiling  business* 
so  that  they  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  the  French  men-of« 
war,  though  they  liked  the  French  me /chant  ships  rery 
much.  On  the  other  hand,  imagining  that  they  had  done 
essential  service  to  the  Spaniards,  the  French  expected  to 
have  received  at  least  civil  treatment  in  return,  during  their 
stay  in  these  seas.  As  soon,  however,  as  Martinet  brought 
his  prizes  into  Calao,  and  the  Frenchmen ^had  received  their 
shares  of  the  prize-money,  forgetting  the  ancient  antipathy 
of  the  Spaniards  for  the  French,  they  gave  themselves  extra- 
vagant airs  on  shores  by  dancing  antl  drinking,  which  still 
more  incensed  the  creolians  against  them,  who  called  them 
cavachos  and  renegados,  for  tailing  foul  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen. From  one  thing  to  another,  their  mutual  quarrels 
?-ew  so  high,  that  the  Frenchmen  were  obliged  to  go  about 
ima  and  Calao  in  strong  armed  parties,  the  better  to  avoid 
outrages  and  affronts.  At  last,  a  young  gentleman,  who 
was  ensign  of  the  Ruby,  and  nephew  to  Captain  La  Jon- 
quicre,  was  shot  from  a  window,  and  the  murderer  took  re- 
roge  in  the  great  church  of  Calao.  Martinet  and  La  Jon- 
quiere  petitioned  the  viceroy  to  have  the  murderer  delivered 
up  to  justice :  But  the  viceroy,  who  was  at  the  same  time 
archbishop,  would  on  no  account  consent  to  violate  the  pri- 
vileges of  ^e  church.  On  this  refusal,  they  called  all  their 
men  on  board  by  beat  of  drum,  and  laid  the  broadsides  of 
their  three  ships  to  bear  on  the  town  of  Cala(%  threatening 
to  demolish  the  town  and  fortifications,  unless  the  assassin 
were  delivered  up  or  executed.  Ail  this  blustering,  how* 
ever,  could  not  prevail  upon  the  viceroy  to  give  them  any  sa- 
tisfaction, though  they  had  several  other  men  killed,  besides 
that  gentleman. 

At  length,  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremities,  and  no 
longer  able  to  endure  tne  place  where  his  nephew  had  been 
murdered,  La  Jonquiere  olUained  leave  of  his  commoiiore  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  home.  About  this  time,  many  jia- 
dros  and  many  rich  passengers  were  assembled  at  Concep- 
tion in  Chili,  intending  to  take  their  passage  to  Europe  in 
the  French  squadron,  kaowiog  that  all  ships  bound  for  Cape 
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Horn  mast  touch  At  Gonceptibn,  or  Home  places  thereabout 
for  proviuons.  La  Jonquiere^  having  thus  the  slurt  of  hit 
OMnmodore^  had  all  th*  advantage  to  himself  of  so  many 
good  passengers  in  his  ship;  for,  as  the  king  of  Spain  had 
no  omcer  at  Conception  to  register  the  money  shipped  at 
that  place,  these  passengers  and  missi(xiaries  put  astonish^ 
ing  sums  of  money  on  bcMtrd  the  Ruby.  Tiiey  were  there* 
by  spared  the  trouble  of  a  voyage  to  ranama  or  Acapulco^ 
and  travelling  thence  for  Portobello  or  Vera  Cruz,  where 
they  must  have  had  their  coffers  visited,  to  see  if  the  indtUta 
of  his  majesty  were  fairly  accounted  for.  They  th^efore  sa- 
ved every  shilling  of  that  indulto,  as  the  Ruby  touched  first 
in  France,  where  no  o^izance  whatever  was  taken  of  this 
affair.  They  also  got  clear  of  the  other  moiety  payable  in 
Spain,  as  they  landed  all  their  money  in  France. 

Besides  these  rich  passengers  and  their  money,  the  Ruby 
had  also  on  board  a  considerable  sum  arbing  to  his  catholic 
majesty  from  the  confiscation  of  the  thirteen  captured  inter- 
lopers, all  of  which,  as  I  was  informed,  amounted  to  four 
millions  of  dollars  in  that  ship.  What  a  fine  booty  we  miss- 
ed therefore  by  the  obstinacy  of  Shelvocke  !  For,  when  this 
•hip,  the  Ruby,  found  us  at  the  island  of  St  Catliarine^  her 
company  was  so  sickly  that  she  had  not  above  sixty  sound 
Kiipn  out  of  four  hundred;  so  that  La  Jonquiere  was  actually 
afraid  of  us,  and  would  not  send  his  boat  to  the  wateringi* 
place,  where  we  kept  guard,  and  our  coopers  and  sail-makers 
were  at  work,  till  he  had  first  obtained  leave  of  Our  captain ; 
neithv  r  is  this  strange,  for  he  knew  we  had  a  consort,  and 
was  in  Spain  all  the  time  he  staid  tliere,  lest  the  Succesa 
should  have  joined  us. 

After  Commodore  Martinet  had  cleared  the  coast  of  Chili 
and  Peru  of  his  countrymen,  he  sent  his  brother-in-law* 
M(msieur  de  Grange,  express  with  the  news  to  Madrid,  who 
went  by  way  of  Panama,  Portobello»  Jamaica,  and  hcaidon* 
On  delivering  his  message,  the  king  of  Spain  asked  what  he 
could  do  for  him,  when  he  humbly  requested  his  majesty 
would  give  him  the  command  of  a  ship,  and  send  him  again 
round  Cape  Horn  into  the  South  Sea.  He  accordingly  got 
the  Zelerin,  of  fitly  guns.    He  came  first  to  Calais*  where 

the 

^This,  certainly,  is  a  mistake  for  Cadiz,  often  named  Cales  by  finglisfc 
seamen ;  and,  in  tact,  only  a  few  lines  lower  down,  the  place  is  actually 
named  Cales.— £.  i.  . 
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the  ship  was  geCtioff  r6«dy,  and  was  surprwed  to  meet  wkfc 
•  cold  reception  nom  the  French  merchants  and  other  ,' 
gewJemen  of  his  acquaintance  residing  there ;  fi>r,  as  thece 
were  merchants  of  various  nations  interested  in  the  ships  t»> 
ken  and  confiscated  in  the  South  Sca»  tliey  universaJIJy  con- 
ttdered  him. and  all  the  French  in  that  stjuadron  as fitlsebre^  ■ 
thren,  for  serving  the  crown  of  Spain  to  the  prejudice  of  I 
their  own  countrymen.  ThuSf  while  he  expected  to  fauva  : 
had  a  valuable  cargo  consigned  to  his  care,  no  roan  would 
diip  the  value  of  a  dollar  with  him.  Captain  Fitzgerald,  who 
was  then  at  CWe«,  made  him  a  considerable  oiler  for  the  pr»- 
vilege  of  going  out  as  his  second  ofiiccr,  with  liberty  to  take 
out  what  goods  he  might  be  a&Ae  to  procure,  in  his  own 
name.  As  de  Grange  was  not  a  little  embarrassed,  he  ac- 
cepted this  offer,  and  procured  a  commission  for  Fitzgerald 
as  second  captain.  They  accordingly  manned  the  Zclerin 
chi^y  with  French  seamen,  and  some  English,  and  ^ot  very 
well  round  Cape  Horn.  At  thb  time  our  two  privateers, 
the  Success  apd  Speedwell,  were  known  to  be  in  the  South 
Seas,  and  the  Zelerin  was  one  of  the  ships  commissioned  by 
the  viceroy  of  Peru  to  cruize  for  us.  Fitzgerald  sold  all  his 
goods  to  ffreat  advantage  at  Lima,  where  he  continued  to  ro* 
aide ;  while  de  Grange  served  as  captain  under  Admiral  Don 
Pedro  Miranda,  who  took  Hatdy  and  me  prisoners. 

Though  great  sufiercrs  by  so  many  confiscations,  the  mem 
diaots  of  St  Malo  were  not  entirely  disoouraged ;  for,  in  the 
year  1720,  we  found  the  Sobmon  of  St  Mido,  of  40  guns, 
and  150  men,  at  F/o,  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  with  several  Spa> 
nish  barks  at  her  stern.  In  the  course  of  six  weeks,  she  sold 
all  her  cargc^  got  in  a  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  the  coast 
without  interruption,  as  by  this  time  Martinet's  squadron  had 
left  the  toast.  Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  Solomon, 
the  merchants  of  St  Mak>  fitted  out  fourteen  sail  together, 
all  of  which  arrived  in  the  South  Sea  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  17S 1.  Three  cf  the  commanders  of  these  ships,  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  creolians,  quickly  sold  tfUSr  Gai>>  '. 

Cand  returned  homet  About  this  time,  the  people  of  : 
a  judged  that  our  privateers  were  gone  off  the  coast,  or  < 
at  least  would  not  commit  any  more  hostilities,  because  tff 
the  truce  between  the  two  crowns.  Wherefore,  the  three 
Spanish  men-of-war  that  had  been  fitted  out  to  cruize  against 
us,  were  ordered  i^inst  these  fresh  interlopers.  I  was  on 
hoard  the  Flying-fish,  an  advice-boat  that  accompanied  the 
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iKn-of-waTf  when  they  came  up  with  eleven  sail  of  the  St 
Malo  ships,  which  were  then  altogether  on  the  coast  of  Chili» 
and,  instead  of  firing  on  them,  the  Spaniards  joined  them  as 
finends.  At  first,  expecting  to  have  been  attacked,  the 
French  ships  drew  up  in  a  lin^  as  if  daring  the  ships  of 
war.  This  seemed  to  me  somewhat  strange,  ttiat  three  sodi 
ships,  purposely  fitted  out  for  this  emize,  should  decline 
doing  their  duty  on  their  own  coasts;  for,  had  they  proved 
too  weak,  they  had  porta  of  their  own  to  retire  to,  nndet 
their  lee.  But  the  ships  of  war  contented  themselves  with 
.watching  the  motions  of  the  interlopers,  keeping  them  always 
in  sight ;  and  when  any  of  the  French  ships  drew  near  the 
shore)  the  Spaniards  always  sent  a  pinnace  or  long-lioat  along 
with  her,  carrying  the  Spanish  fug,  the  sight  of  which  ei^ 
fectually  deterred  the  creolians  from  trading  with  the 
French.  In  this  manner  they  contrived  to  prevent  all  these 
ships  firom  disposing  of  their  goods,  except  when  they  were 
met  with  at  sea  by  chance,  and  sold  some  of  their  commodi- 
ties clandestinely.  At  length,  completeljit  tired  out  by  this 
close  superintendance^  the  French  got  leave  to  take  in  pro- 
vuions,  and  went  home,  at  least  half  of  their  goods  remain- 
ing unsold.  Notwithstanding  these  losses  and  disappoint- 
ments, and  severe  edicts  issued  against  this  trade  in  France 
the  merchants  of  St  Malo  still  persist  to  carry  it  on,  though 
privately,  nor  is  it  probable  they  will  ever  leave  off  so  lucra^ 
five  a  commerce  unless  prevented  by  the  strong  anft.ef 
power,  or  supplanted  by  some  other  nation* 
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^  8.  Return  of  Belagh  go  England^ 

I  now  return  to  my  own  affairs,  and  the  manner  of  my 
return  to  England  from  Peru.    I  have  already  acknowled- 
ged the  kind  reception  1  met  with  from  the  admiral  of  the 
South  Seas,  Don  Pedro  Miranda,  and  tl  -  reasons  of  his 
treatiii^  us  so  civilly.     I  think  it  barely  justice  to  mention 
the  several  favours  I  received,  during  the  eleven  months  that 
I  continued  at  Lima,  ]  irticularly  irom  Don  Juan  Baptista 
ri^Palacio,  a  native  of  Biscay,  a  knight  of  the  order  of  St 
jt  Jaffo,  who  came  weekly  to  the  prison  while  we  were  ther^,> 
and  distributed  money  to  us  all,  in  proportion  to  our  seve^ 
ral  ranks.    Captain  Nicholas  Fitzgerald  procured  my  en- 
largement, by  becon><ng  security  for  me;  and  he  afterwards 
,;v,     .  supplied 
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•applied  me  with  non«y  and  necAsariei,  from  that  time  till 
my  departure ;  fliid  procured  ibr  me  and  twentv  more,  a 
passage  to  Codis^  in  a  gutnish  advic&^ioat  called  the  Ftyiug- 
fish,  of  whidi  our  surgeon's  mate^  Mr  Pressick,  acted  as  sup- 
geon^  receiving  wages,  as  did  the  rest  of  our  mcn^  being  re- 
Mased  from  prison  expressly  to  assist  in  navigating  that  ves>- 
•el  home  to  Spain.  For  my  own  part,  being  welitreatwi,  I 
did  not  think  proper  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness,  but  kept 
my  watches  as  well  as  the  other  officers.  And  pray,  what  is 
the  harm  of  all  this  ?  Though  Shelvocke  had  the  stupidity 
to  eall  it  treason ;  it  must  surely  appear  a  very  malicious  as 
well  as  an  ignorant  charge,  aner  a  man  has  been  dfiven 
among  the  enemy,  to  call  liim  a  traitor  because  he  has  been 
kindly  used,  and  for  accepting  his  passage  back  again  ;  and, 
because  I  was  not  murdered  m  Peru,  I  ought  to  be  executed 
at  home.  This  is  Shelvocke's  great  Christian  charity  and 
good  conscience ! ' 

On  my  arrival  at  Cadiz,  captain  John  Evers  of  the  Bri- 
tannia kindly  ^ve  me  my  passage  to  London,  and  enter- 
tained me  at  his  own  table.  Oi^  my  return  to  London,  and 
representing  the  hardships  I  had  undergone,  nine  honoura- 
ble persons  made  me  a  present  of  ten  guineas  each  ;  ^ich 
affijrded  me  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  that  such  as  were  the 
best  judges,  had  a  proper  idea  of  the  miseries  I  had  suffered, 
and  approved  the  manner  in  which  I  had  behaved,  the  only 
consoiiUion  I  could  receive  in  the  circumstances  in  which  £ 
was  left  by  that  unfortunate  voyage.  The  fair  account  I 
have  given  of  facts,  and  the  detail  of  my  proceeding  in  the 
Spanish  West  Indies,  together  with  the  account  t/wiiat  I  ob« 
served  worthy  of  notice  during  my  stay  in  these  parts,  will 
acquit  me^  I  hope,  in  the  opinion  of  every  candid  and  im- 
partial person,  from  the  aspersions  thrown  upon  me  by  Shel- 
▼ock^  in  the  account  he  has  published  of  his  voyage. 

Note, 

'*  Betagh  has  fully  shewn,  that  the  navigation  round  Cape 

Horn  is  no  such  dangerous  or  wonderful  voyage.     It'  twenty 

ships  from  St  Malo  could  perform  it  in  one  year,  and  not  a 

single  vessel  either  bhipwrecked  or  forced  to  put  back,  what 

shall 

'  After  all,  had  the  Flying-iish  been  csptured  by  a  British  cruizer,  Be- 
tagh would  have  run  great  risk  of  being  found  j^uilt^  of  treason  for  keefhtg 
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•ball  bindU^  an  Engliidi  ilim  ot  an  fingliali  flaek  frOni 
the  same?  We  aee  kmck  oie  foregoing  acoooatt  rita  bam 
iniich  ease  the  Fvencb  carried  On  *  pvodigioui  trade  to  the 
South  Seas*  at » time  when  the  iq^^etfaiioe  of  mi  EngUah 
ehip  there  was  cateemed  a  ptodwr.  We  eertain^y  can  send 
our  frigates  ther^  as  wdl  at  no  Frendli  can.  dieir  riiipa 
from.  St  Malo  $  and  it  night  I  ■>»  well  worth  the  while  of  our 
nerdmnta  to  send  out  shulsto  t!;»  «oests  of  Chili  and  Ftoo^ 
laden  with  pn^Mr  goods  mr  iktt  j9mDtty»*''-^Uarm,  >  r. 
In  the  present  day,  thJa  t  vde  to  the  coasts  ef  Chifi  and 
JPeru  haa  been  resumed  by  tihecitmoM  of  ^w  United  Statmr; 
bnt  the  sid^eeti  of  Britain  ate  debaned  from  even  attempl- 
jng  to  take  a  shaven  because:  within  the  exclusive  limits  of  the 
£ut  India  Goropaay  >  althom^.  their  ships  never  ooase  nearer 
to  the  western  ooastof  Araenca  than  Canton  in  Chinst»  aithe 
enormous  distance  of  174  degrees  of  kngitod^  and  £9  de- 
grees of  latitude,  counting  from  Canton  in  China  to  Coooep- 
tion  ilk  Peni«  or  vgMtatds  of  twtfoe  thmumd  E^lult  ntUet. 
It  ia  oettainljr  at  least  extreaael^  desiraUa^  that  a  trade  of 
.saeh  pramise  should  not  remain  my  longet.  prehihalad, 
mevdy  to  satisfy  a  punctilio^  without  the  moat  distant  shadew 
of  benefit  to  tb<>  India  Company^  or  to  the  nonenti^  deso- 
jninated  the  South-sea  Cmnpany.— '£dL 
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inr^HERE  tom,  perbaps,  'no  country  in  the  world  where 
I;  toMinercewasmoiv^ofit&blc,  or  held  more  faonourtOr 
bl^  thaa  in  Hollund,  or  whore  more  respect  aiid  attention 
was  shewn  to  it  by  the  govei'nnient.  As  tne  republic  chiefly 
lubsisted  by  trade,  eVery  thing  relating  to  it  was  conridered 
as  ah  afiair  of  a  public  nature  in  which  the  welfard  of  the 
ktate^^as  concerned^  and  hf^hly  deserving  thcrpfore  of  the 
strictest  and  readiest  attention.  The  great  companies  in 
Holland,  as  in  other  countries,  were  considered  as  injurious 
to  trade  in  some  lights,  yet  necessary  to  its  welfare  in  others. 
The  Wai  India  Compam  of  that  country,  originally  erected 
in  1621,  held,  by  an  exclusive  diarter,  the  commerce  of  the 
icoast  of  Africa,  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope^  atid  that  of  America,  from  the  southern  point 
of  Newfoundland  in  the  N:  E.  all  along  the  eastern  coast  to 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  or  Le  Maire,  and  thence  northwu^s 
Again  along  the  western  txmst,  to  die  supposed  Straits  of 
Anion,  thus  iAcluding-the  entire  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific'  oceans.  The  airectors  of  this  company  consisted  of 
■eVenty-two  persons,  divided  into  five  cbtembers,  of  whom 
eighteen  were' chosen  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany, togeilier  with  a  nineteenth,  person,  nominated- by  the 
litate»-General. 

The  affairs  of  this  Company  were  once  in  so  very  flourish- 
ing a  condition,  that  it  was  considered  as  even  superior  to 
tiieir  East  India  Company.    This  pro8pert'!;y  was  chiefly  ow- 
TOii.  XI.  E  ing, 

■  Harris,  L  856.  Calleader,  III.  614.  ' 
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?nff  lb  ttie  happy  'success  of  their  uflairs  at  aea ;  as  their  ad- 
miral, Peter  Hainea,  in  the  1699,  captured  the  Spanish  plate 
fleet,  ladeiAirith  immense  rinhes.  They  at  one  time  mad*  ' 
themselves  r^-xsters  of  the  greatest  part  of  Brazil ;  and  were 
so  considerate  that  Cue  great  Count  Maurice  of  Nassau  did 
not  think  it  beneath  him  to  ecc  pt  a  commission  from  this 
Company  as  Oovemor-Ooneral  of  Brazil;  which  country, 
however,  after  it  had  cost  (t.ein  tmmenee  sums  to  c1efen>ly  they 
ftt  length  lost.  The  term  of  their  charter,  ic.*^git)aliy  iimited 
to  twenty-fijur  years,  expired  in  1647,  and  wns  then  rencr>7ed 
fkr  ^h«r  tweiity^e  years.  During  th in  Mcopd  p«!fi<jd»  tk<^r 
ttfiairs  became  so  perplisHed,  17  that  die  Compitay  was  dis- 
solved towards  the  close  of  that  term,  with  its  own  oonsi^nt. 
In  1674,  a  new  coropany  was  crated,  by  letters  pateni 
from  ibe  States-OeneraJ,  with  nearly  the  same  powers  arcif 
pri^'iK^ee.^  vkicli  ho.%  subsis^.^d  .evier  since  with  grepU  rcfi!U|;% 
.lipo. "  t'lx;  cap5t<:I  of  this  new  cpqapauy  consist^  m^  (lix  in^U 
lions  of  0qr^^3,  whch  flrc:^:'r|ualto5fi,4i>4l.  10s.  ipd.,]ip'>llth# 
sterling*  And  the  h^x^iu  A'  then  iiutlipricy  §r/e4]fe  wettof)^ 
(Coast  of  Africf^  and  ^>ot^  coasts  cf  Amf!r|ca,  4I}  the  ef>(ablifh'* 
Itients  of  the  Dutch  i*^  'li  oae  covMitiies  bping  «pd«r  their  a^w 
thcrlty,  $q  that  £;r.}i  orie  who  proppses  a  new  ac^<^ne  of  cmH' 
meprce  in  tho^c  parts,  must  nt^oessarily  apply  hiniself  to  ^»t 
l»)mpany.  tjnder  these  circumsitances,  a  ^f  Roggmweii^ 
&  per^  of  parts  and  cntciprize,  formed  a  prcy^ctTor  the 
cJiscoviQry  of  the  vast  coptii^ppt  and  numerous  islan^f,  suj)-^ 
poped  to  bjB  in  ike  southern  p^rt  of  th^  glob^  un^ief;  tl^  Qf  o|if 
of  TemCJusfraJia  Incognita,  of  whidb  the  worjdi  hftd  hithei^ 
puly  veryin^rfect  notices  from  others;  whjfh  project,  wi^ 
p  {vkn  fo^  carrying  the  discovery  ii^to  exeputipn,  they  pr^ 
f^nt.-  < '  to  the  D|iteh  ^t  India  Con^pany '  in  )6()6,  by  yr\u^ 
it  was  Tavourably  receivjed»  and  h^  w^  a89ur«4  of  re^^ving 
fJl  the  assistance  and  support  hp  ^conld  dei^re  or  lei^MCt^  as 
soon  as  the  a^lairs  of  (he  Cpiopaay  wpuld  peiii[)||:.  £(fi^  t^p 
Jisturbances  which  ifoon  a&erw^fds  l^owed  put  ^  dl^  ip  tbo 

food  intenUons  of  th^  Cpiqp^y ;  and  Mx  i(qggfw«ijD  diqq 
eibre  any  thing  could  ^  dpiff.    Mr  ^ogg^wej^  w«»  a  gfOr 
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*  Thig  refers  to  tbe  year  1743,  wben  HarrU  wrote :  It  is  hardly  nec^ 
sary  to  aay,  tjuit  IIqIIiumI  aqd  ifiB  great  .oomoj^reial  fiompmiM  we  iwj« 


ip^ely  matters  of  history. — E. 


^rom  what  goes  both  before  and  i^r,  this  seepis  a  nvittake  for  this 
Wc$t  India  Company.— £. 
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HeBun  of  the  ntonnee  of  Zeaknd,  who  hi^  addiicted  himself 
|r(»m  hit  youtn  to  mathctmatioal  studies,  and  we  have  reaaoi 
t9  tuppose  refMHnmended  his  prcgected  d^seoveiy  on  hn 
<Uath-lMd  to  his  son. 

Afhnr  ^  detidi  of  hi«  fiithcr,  the  youigen  I^utweUi  apf 
filied  tp  bit  itndies  wilh  mneh  vigour,  eii^  qualified  himtdlf 
|i. .  t^e  office  of  counselor  in  the  couvt  of  jwtioe  |t  Bataviaji 
s?^  Mrs  he  isended  lor  many  vetrt.  A^vs  his  retvni  firom 
^a^a,  wJhmpe  he  had  accyoirett  9  ha|>^lne  lortunek  he  eo- 
•oly<Nl  upon  carrying  his  fiither'^  piKyeeted  dtVQVcry  int^ 
#3i«catif}n ;  andi  in  the  year  1721»  pcetseiited  ^  n)«iaorial  to 
ih::-  ffesf  India  Company^  naisvating  tj^'poppsali  of  h|fl,  ^.^ 
^r'  for  dttOQYering  Uie  soothesn  oontMtient  and  islandu 
V^hich  they- had  forfnevly  b^n  pleawd  toapprpye  o^  and 
miHch  he  Wfis  now  iready  to  attempt.  Th*  Cpo^any  receiv? 
1^  this  memorial  with  readiness;  aQd>  as  its  a^^ir?  v^ere  now 
in  'hetter  order,  acquainted  Mr  Ro^w«>n»  that  it  would 
gire  immedic4«.  orders  for  equipping  sjuoh  a  sQua4rpn.  09 
ought  be  nw»ssary  fof  carrying  his  d^ign  into  mmu  The 
fquadron  aecordingly  iHtcd  out  on  tiiis  occasion  consisted  of 
^hrm  ^ip« :  The  Jb««gle  of  36  guns  and  1 1 1  men»  commowl- 
^  by  JCa^n  Job  Ciolter*  and  in  which  Mr  RoggcwQip  em- 
ktuxlfi^  a»  Commodore ;  the  Tienhovcn  of  28  gim»  and  1^90 
fgeOj  commonded  by  Captain  James  Bowman;  and  the  Afri- 
fim,  a  galley  armed  with  14  guns,  and  can-ying  60  men,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Henry  Bosentbal. 

It  m.^  ^e  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader,,  that  the  subse- 
gu^t  account  of  this  voyage  is  derived  from  an  original 
journal*  which  never  appeared  before  iu  o«ir  languaffe^  for 
which  I  was  indebted  to  the  gentleman  who  commanded  the 
iandrlbrces  on  board  tlie  Commodore,  and  whose  name  1  am 
Hot  at  liberty  to  mention ;  neither  that  of  anoth^*  gentleman 
who  was  engaged  in  the  vo^oge^  and  i^pom  whom  i  received 
lio9«iderahle  assi^Umce.  Ihe  nature  of  the  eK|)editio«  is 
•ulSfiifnt  in  itself  to  recommend  it  to  ihe  iKHioe  of  the  ca- 
rious ;  and  the  many  remorkabfe  pArtic#Mrs  it  contains,  es- 
Kciajly  respecting  the  state  git*  the  DuK^  Company  in  the 
di^  rj^nders  it  both  a  very  entertaining  and  a  most  in* 
t^Hctive  performance. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  narrative  of  this  voyage,  I  hv>()e 
to  be  indulge  in  making  a  few  remarks,  yvhich  may  cuutfi- 
bute  both  to  amusement  and  inibrmation,  on^  may  clear  up 
fome  points  tho;  might  otherwiae  qipear  obscure  m  the  fot- 
*  lo^ving 
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lowing  voyage.  It  ia  worth  observing,  that  the  I^uteh  West 
India  Company  had  been  long  in  a  decltning  condiflbn; 
which,  instead  of  di^iriting  the  Directors,  engaged  them  t» 
turn  their  thoughts  to  every  method  that  could  be  devised 
ftir  recoverinff  their  affairs.  There  is  so  wide  a  difference 
between  our  JBngiish  great  chartered  companies  and  thbiii 
fformerly]  in  Holland  that  it  mdy  not  be  amiss  to  give  a 
concise  account  of  the  flourishing  stfite  of  that  Con^dn,f» 
M  it  may  shew  what  grent  things  may  be  managttd  by  a 
board  of  merchantM,  for  such  the  IMrectors  generally  weri. 

It  appears,  ft-nfn  the  books  of  the  Company,  thit,  \n  the 
spDce  of  thirteen  years,  fVom  1623  to  1636,  the  Coinpanv 
had  fitted  out  800  ships,  eiiiher  for  war  or  trade,  nnu  tlin 
the  t^Kpencc  of  liuilding,  eqiiinpltigf  mn\  m\wen'n  wngefs  fiM 
cost  forty-five  millions  oftfuirins,  or  i.bWiit-(l6  D^'Jbui  inllhmt 
■terHng  :  And,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  the  Company  had 
taken  nrom  the  enemy  545  vessels,  valued  at  (i>/y  mWiom  bt 
Jiorins,  or  nearhr  ,/ifve  and  a  ha^'  mUliom  sterling ;  bei^idefl 
td  the  value  of  MtV/y  mUHons  at  the  least,  or  neany  two  mil- 
How  and  a  quarter  sterling,  in  spoils  of  various  denominations^ 
The  greatest  of  their  expIoitB  iwas  the  capture  of  the  Spanish 
Jloia  bt  the  Havannah,  by  their  admiral  Peter  Heyne  f  by 
which  they  gained  seven  millions  of  dollars  in  money,  or 
L.  fi,6fi5,000  sterling  i  besides  shins,  brass  cannon)  and  other 
military  stores,  to  tlie  value  of  above  ten  millionti  *  Suoh 
were  the  fluurishinff  times  of  the  Company. 

The  causes  of  their  decay  iieem  to  have  been  pHnclpfllly 
the  following,  tint,  their  emulation  of  the  East  liidm 
Company,  wlilch  induced  them  to  make  the  conouest  of 
Brazil  from  Portugal,  the  crown  of  which  country  hid  been 
usurped  by  their  arch  enemy  the  king  of  Spain.  This  wati 
attshieved  at  a  vast  expence,  and  Count  Maurice  of  NaissAii 
was  appointed  governor-general,  who  conducted  their  af- 
fairs with  great  sitill  and  prudence.  Secondly^  owing  to  the 
desire  of  the  Company  to  conduct  all  things,  and  repining 
at  the  expence  incurred  by  that  prince  in  the  government  c» 
Braail,  was  another  cause  of  their  misfortunes:  For  the 
merchants,  who  had  conducted  their  aiiiairB  with  great  wis^ 

dom 
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^  *  Harris  does  not  say  whether  dollars  or  florins :  If  the  former,  equal  to 
1L%,isOfi^  sterling  at  4s.  fid.  the  dollar;  if  the  latter,  d  little  above 
L.  900^000  sterling  at  1 1  flopiis  tQ  the  po«ed  sttfljn|}  Mh  of  tiieii  |})i 
>kll  pur  of  exchange.— £. 
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4om  aiid  cipadt^f  while  they  eonfined  thenmelTM  tb  oom<» 
toftee  and  maritime  war,  sheired  themMlvet  only  indiflferent 
•tat^meri,  anl  soon  lost  all  that  Prince  Maurice  had  gain* 
•d.  and  loaded  the  Company  with  to  heavy  a  debt,  at  com- 
pelled them  in  the  end  to  consent  to  it*  dinoliition. 

The  new  West  India  Company,  warned  by  the  exampk 
of  iti  predecetiors,  h««  kept  more  within  boundi,  and  haa 
certainly  managed  its  affairs  with  great  prudence  and  eooo** 
my,  HaTing  nirmed  a  project  in  1714,  for  uniting  the  EmI 
fltid  West  India  Companies  into  one, '  and  the  propoeitbn 
neing  rejected}  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company 
very  wisely  tiirneu  their  thougjits  another  way ;  and  it  is  not 
JtHProbabfe,  that  the  rejection  of  their  proposal  on  this  oo- 
cttllun  mny  lisve  in(lircea  them  to  give  enoouragement  to  the 

S reposition  of  tlotf^eweiu :  For,  being  diaappolnted  in  their 
tni  uf  cunitng  in  for  a  share  In  the  commodities  of  the  East 
Indjes*  they  were  desirous  uf  flCfjuiring  the  some  articles  of 
trade  by  some  other  means,  expecting  to  have  found  these 
in  the  continent  or  islands  propoped  to  be  discovered  by 
Boggewein.  This  also  accounts  for  the  extraordinary  heat 
ana  violence  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  against 
those  who  were  engaged  on  the  present  expedition,  and  is 
the  true  pecret  of  the  dispute  so  warmly  carried  on  by  the 
two  rompanfcsi  and  so  wisely  decided  by  the  States-OeneraL 
Wiien  tile  UUim  East  India  Company  persecuted  and  de- 
stroyed l^e  Maire  for  his  voyage  of  discovery,  under  pre- 
tence of  interfbrlng  within  tnelr  exclusive  boundaries,  the 
government  did  not  interfere,  because  at  Uiat  time  the  power 
of  the  East  India  Company  was  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  state :  But,  as  the  government  of  Holland  became 
oetter  established,  and  especially  since  a  share  in  the  public 
administration  has  been  acquired  by  such  as  are  conversant 
In  trade,  the  concerns  of  the  East  India  Company  have  been 
viewed  in  a  new  light.  The  first  who  explained  this  matter 
clearly  was  that  consummate  statesman  and  true  patriot, 
John  de  Witte,  whose  words  are  most  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  reader. 

"  When  the  East  India  Company  had  attained  to  a  certain 
extent  of  power  and  grandeur,  its  interests  came  not  only 

tq  ^ 

'  A  long,  indistinct,  and  uninteresting  account  of  this  project  is  here  omit- 
ted, whicn  Harris  alleges  might  have  transferred  the  whole  commerce  of 
Europe  to  the  Dutch,  but  for  whicii  opinion  he  advaoess  no  sabstaBlial 
'reasons,  or  rather  aeaa  at  alli—Et 
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tor  ehMi  witfa,  bit  gi%fw  abfoiatelt  o^ipoiite  to  tho^  Af  thd 
timntry.  Fbr,  whereat  thte  vdvKntaKe  of  ^e  ttetfon  co»ilM» 
in  idle  indreaie  oT  muiiifkcttniel,  eoirniMrec^  MMd  frairiit  df 
■Iripe ;  t^e  intereflti  df  thi-  CodipMiy  wre  to  prbittoto  tM  «Ate 
of  foreign  mMiiwilSBrtft,  add  diict  ^th  Uve  tihAllokt  ektkliVf 
frqffic  and  itoy^atian  that  can  tie  coMriVed.  Himee,  if  the 
fiabt  India  Conppny  can  gaih  more  by  imp&eiSittg  Jabail 
•iodii^  India  qnilt^  ftrptXt,  and  cAilntdea,  thirti  by  MiW  ulkf 
m,  If  file  06in|J8ny,  by  «reating  aft  artlAdiAi  Wcaitity  ^ 
nntiiMn,  mace,  cIoHsa  friiutamoi^  and  otltilet  kpHeet,  lean 
niae  tfaeit  prici  lo  Al  to  j^mn  M  ihiith  profit  by  th^  ult  of 
100  toni,  as  it  would  otherivfiid  pah  by  th6  »«le  Af  1000  tdVM^ 
we  are  not  to  expect  tbat  S!t  win  Import  raw  kUksi  o^  fe4  at 
the  expence  of  tranq)ortin|(  1000  tons  of  spice ;  though  the 
lonher  woold  assist  and  encourage  our  tfiMlimictUi'es  at  mttle^ 
laid  die  latter  would  increacle  our  navigdtioA.'* 

This  diain  of  reasoning  is  so  plaita>  and  «6  'evidently  t^Mfi* 
with  the  interests  of  all  nations,  as  well  as  Ivfffa  those  of  Ilol« 
itkii  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  nnpi'l^diocd  ^person  not 
to  discern  that  all  exclusive  compataie*  destroy,  instead  of 
|)roniatinA  the  commerce  of  the  ctfUtttries  in  which  they  are 
established.  The  same  great  statesman  abready  diiotco  t>b* 
verves,  '*  That  the  more  any  Countiy  extoids  its  foVdgn 
^onquest|^  the  mdre  of  its  stock  must  netessarily  be  ipetit, 
Sdt  Uie  preservation  and  dtfeace  of  these  conquests :  Aifd 
^cnoMquently,  by  how  much  the  greater  are  its  donf^inidhsi 

much  the  less  is  that  company  able  to  jfnroseeut^  the  trfd^ 
^e  promotion  Of  wUeh  A  was  erected."  «—-Hari%. 
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'for  the  promotion  6f  wUch  it  was  erected." 


.  <  Ti^  reomrks  of  "Hsnis  on  this  voyage  are  extended  to  «  fhr  ^ratter 
length  than  have  been  here  adopted,  and  are  many  of 'them  loose  and  kia* 
Mteiesting ;  but  some  of  thdse  here  inserted  have  a  strong  reference  to  a 
^nobt' ithportarit  subject  how  under  consideration  of  the  legislature;  and 
the  notices  respecting  the  Dutch  West  India  Companies  bre  cariou|  In 
tbenwelves,  as  well  as  (ip6n  a  sutject  very  little  known  in  this 'coqnti^. 
^  Tiw  subletA  of  this  voyage  round  the  world  is  principally  6xhiiusted  In 
the  seven nrst  sections;  all  those  subsequent  being  chiefly  a  detail  of  the 
Indian  settlements  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  as  it  was  in  tlie 
^«ir  i'^j^riiost  a  century  aco.  These  certainly  might  have  been  omit- 
'ted  on  the  present  occasion,' without  injury  to  the  present  article,  as  a  eif- 
tCfsiTinavigution :  But,  as  conveying  a  considerable  mass  of  information,, 
respecting  the  Dutch  poiseisions  in  India,  now  all  belonging  to  Britain^ 

ad  respecting  which  hardly  any  tiling  has  been  jr  >ilisbed  in  the  Englislh 
lj(Ut^,  it  ma  bien  deemed  indispensable  to  pr<     rve  th'-nn.-^£. 
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^ifamtlhi  ofiht  t^ayoge/nm  HolkMd  to  M«  CoaM  of  BruxU** 
» 

Turn  mimU  tquadron  of  thrte  shipsy  already  cnniiierateda 
Milcd  from  Amsterdam  oo  the  16th  Jtily,  1781,  and  arrived 
«t  the  Teiel  in  thirt7>-8ix  h6ur%  where  they  were  provided 
irith  every  thing  requisite  for  so  long  a  voyoge.  All  things 
l)eing  in  readiness,  they  sailed  with  a  &ir  wind  on  the  91st 
.•  iiUlugnst{  but«  as  the  wind  changed  aext  day*  thev  were 
•  4hree  days  in  beating  to  windwanfthrough  the  British  dian- 
nel)  after  which  they  contintied  thdr  course  to  the  8.  W.  ffar 
ihe  coast  of  Barbary,  bvt  weife  oppoeed  by  a  heavy  stonb 
which  did  them  considet-Able.damage.  To  uiis  •  dead  odih 
•acceeded,  during  which  the  watdr  ran  mountains  high,  ««#- 
ifig  t6  agitation  they  had  beM  thrown  into  by  the  storm. 
By  the  rmling  of  the  ships  during  the  calm,  several  injnriea 
were  sustained,  one  of  the  vessoU  losing  its  main-top-mast 
and  micen-mast;  and  the  main-yard  of  Uie  Commodore 
-came  down  with  sudi  force  as  to  wound  seveitol  of  the  p46- 
ple  on  deck.  After  tw6  days  the  wind  freshened  again,  and 
\*they  continued  their  course  S.W.  towards  the  Canaries, 
•annising  themselves  with  observing  the  manner  in  which  the 
%ing-nsh  endeavours  to  escape  from  its  demies,  the  alU- 
*  cores  and  bonitoes.  The  flying-Jiih  are  not  larger  than  a 
'  htorring^  and  raise  themselves  into  the  air  by  means  of  two 
loQg  fins,  one  on  each  side,  not  much  unlike  the  wings  of  a 
'bat  in  strength  and  texture.  They  are  considered  as  good 
eating,  and  the  sailors  are  always  well  pleased  when  they  are 
met  with  in  plenty.    The  honito  is  about  two  feet  long,  of  a 

nish  colour,  finely  streaked  from  head  to  tail ;  but  the 
is  hard,  dry,  and  disagreeably  tasted.    The  albicore  is 
^4<generally  five  or  six  feet  long,  and  sometimes  weighs.  150 
^^unds.    They  saw  likewise  several  water-fowls,  particular^ 
tmlt  which  the  seamen  account  a  sign  of  land  being  near. 
4k'.  ^ While  in  lat.  28<*  N.  and  soon  expecting  to  see  uie  Cana- 
'    Ties,  a  sail  was  descried  from  the  mast-head  carrying  Eng- 
lish colours.    Ou  drawing  near  she  struck  her  cobinv  and 

;  bore 

'  lo  thi)  various  steps  of  this  voyage,  the  merely  unmtensstWg  Jouroal 
•r  log-book  incidents  huvf  bfcn  materially  abbreviated.'-E. 
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bore  away,  but  re-i4)peared  in  about  an  hour,  katiog  four 
■ail  more  in  lier  company,  sometimat  carrylna  whita^  toma- 
timcs  red,  and  ■oroetimet  black  oolouri)  which  ga?e  rcaaoo 
to  suspect  that  they  were  pirates.  The  Commcraore  imnie* 
diately  hiade  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle^  and  all  handi 
went  to  work  in  clearing  the  ship  for  action,  filling  grenades* 
and  preparing  erery  thing  for  the  ensuing  engagement!  in 
which  they  fortunately  had  the  advantage  of  the  weathers' 
gaffe.  Observing  this,  the  pirates  put  themselves  into  • 
flirting  posture,  struck  their  red  flag,  and  hoisted  a  black 
onc^  on  which  was  a  death's  head  in  die  centre,  surroount- 
ed  by  a  powder  horn,  and  two  cross  bones  underneath* 
They  Hkewise  formed  the  lin^  and  commenced  a  smatt  ac^ 
-don.  The  pirates  fought  v^ry  briskly  for  some  time,  as  be» 
Jieving  the  Dutch  ships  to  be  merchantmen ;  but  after  two 
honra  cannonade,  perceiving  the  Commodore  preparing  to 
board  the  vessel  to  which  he  was  opposed,  the  pirates  spread 
all  their  canvass,  and  crowded  away  as  fast  as  tncy  could  saiL 
Commodore  Roggewein,  on  seeing  them  bear  away,  called 
out.  Let  the  ratcaft  go :  In  which  he  strictly  (4>eved  his  in- 
structions ;  as  all  the  ships  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Eut  and 
West  India  Componies  have  strict  orders  to  pursue  their 
course,  and  never  to  give  chase.  In  this  action,  four  mea 
were  killed,  and  nine  wounded  in  the  Commodore,  theother^ 
two  ships  having  seven  slain  and  twenty-six  wounded.  The 
carpenters  also  bad  full  employment  in  stopping  leaks,  an4 
jrepairing  the  other  damages  sustained. 

Continuing  their  voyage,  thov  had  sight  of  Madeira  on  tho 

]  ilth  Novem&r,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  saw  a  desert  island 

which  is  much  frequented  by  the  pirates,  for  wood  and  water 

and  other  refreshments.  They  afterwards  had  siffht  of  the  Peak 

of  Tcnerifie,  which  is  generally  esteemed  the  nighest  single 

mountain  in  tbi  world,  on  which  account  the  geographers  of 

Holland  adopt  it  as  the  first  meridian  in  their  maps  and 

•charts ;  while  the  French  and  English  of  late  incline  to  fix 

-4heir  first  meridians  at  their  respective  capitals  of  Paris  and 

London.    These  differences  are  apt  to  create  much  confusion 

•in  the  longitudes  of  places,  when  not  explained  by  the  writers 

who  use  these  several  modes  of  reckoning;  on  which  account 

Lewis  XIII.  of  France,  by  edict  in  16S4,  endeavoured  to 

obviate  this  inconvenience,  bv  directing  the  first  meridian  to 

^  placed  in  the  island  of  f  erro,  the  most  westerly  of.  the 

Canaries.. 
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Cuarios."  From  Umm  ial«ndt  th«y  dltwtod  tbcfar  eoun*  for 
tht  iilandi  of  Cape  Verdt^  lo  nantd  firom  Cabo  Vtrde,  ot 
tlM  Oreen  Capc^  •  point  or  hknuiuuq  on  th«  coMt  of  Afriam 
oalled  JHinarhm  by  Ptolemy. 

Thii  cape  ii  bounded  by  two  riTens  the  Senegal  and  0am- 
Ub»  called  by  the  anoienta  the  Oaratim  and  Siaekirii.  It  haa 
an  island  to  the  wett»  which  it  frequented  hjt  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  birda,  the  M^g«  of  which  are  frequently  gathered  by 
marinera  going  this  way.  This  cape  is  dangjecout  to  knd 
upon,  because  of  a  great  many  aunlcen  rocks  about  it.  The 
continent  is  here  inhabited  by  negroee,  who  trade  with  all 
nations,  and  spcalc  many  languages,  especially  French  and, 
Portuguese.  Most  of  them  go  naked,  except  a  piece  at  cloth 
about  their  middle,  but  their  princes  and  great  men  wear 
long  garments  of  calico  striped  with  blue,  and  made  like 
ahins  { they  hang  also  little  square  btM  of  leather  on  their  arma 
and  legs,  but  we  could  not  learn  of  them  what  these  bags  con- 
tain.* They  wear  necklaces  made  of  sea-horses  teeth,  alter- 
nating with  gloss  beads;  and  have  ci^  of  blue  and  white 
striped  calico  on  their  heads.  They  are  a  prudent  and  wise 
people,  cultivatinff  their  soil,  which  bears  good  rice  and  other 
articles  sufficient  for  their  maintenance ;  and  the  rioherjpeo- 

Ele  keep  cattle,  which  are  very  dear,  as  beioff  scarce.  They 
avo  many  good  blacksmiths,  and  iron  is  much  valued  among 
them,  being  foroed  into  fish>spears,  implements  for  cultiva- 
ting the  ground,  and  various  weapons,  as  the  heads  of  ar^ 
raws,  dorts,  and  javelins.  Their  religion  seems  to  border  on 
Mabometisra,  as  they  are  all  circumcised ;  but  they  have 
little  knowledge  of  the  true  Ood,  except  among  a  few  who 
converse  with  Christians.  Thev  are  very  lascivious,  and  may 
have  OS  many  wives  as  they  please ;  but  the  women  are  sel- 
dom contented  with  one  husband,  and  are  passionately  fond 
of  strangers.  The  whole  country  is  under  subjection  to  the 
governors  or  head-men  of  the  various  towns  and  villages, 
whq  row  on  board  such  siiips  as  arrive,  making  them  pay 
customs.  Several  Portuguese  reside  here,  who  trade  freely 
with  ail  nations,  but  have  no  power  or  authority,  except  oyer 
their  own  slaves  and  servants. 

Having 

*  The  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich  is  now  the  fint  meridian  ia 
British  inaps  and  riobes,  firom  which  St  Paul's  in  London  is  Qf  b'  S?"  W. 
the  observatory  of  Paris  S"  SO/  £.  Teneriffe  peak  16*  40r  W.  and  Femr 
town  If  46' WW. 

*  These  are  called  obiy  containing  a  variety  of  ridiculous  tnsl|»  and  are 
Iield  ia  superstitious  esteem  as  amulets.— £.- 
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Hiving  tlie  advan^ra  of  a  sttdrig  N.E4  wi<id,  they  took 
their  depiirture  from  Gape  de  Verde,  and  continued  their 
course  ior  six  weelcs^  without  coming  to  anehot  or  handinff 
In  this  long  passage,  thejr  hid  some  days  in  whicE 


^e  heat  Was  almost  insupportable,  and  the  cirew  began  to 
nurbiur  excessively  on  account  of  being  at  short  allowance 
of  wateir.  On  this  occasion  one  of  the  swabbers  got  into  the 
htlldy  and,  being  extremely  thirsty,  pierced  a  cask  of  brandy» 
of  wbifih  he  pulled  so  heartily  that  he  was  soon  intoxicated  > 
to  a  d^rte  Of  madness.  In  this  condition  he  staggei^ed  into 
tho  coolo-roomi  where  he  threw  down  li  pan  of  grease,  and 
being  sharply  reproved  by  the  cook,  drew  his  knife  and 
lushed  upon  him^  Sotae  of  the  crew  gathered  about  him 
tuid  wrenched  th^  kiiife  out  of  his  hand,  but  not  till  he  had  - 
drawn  it  two  or  threb  times  across  the  cook's  face.  For  this 
they  drubbed  hitti  io^ndly,  which  he  ^tited  so  deeply  that 
he  ceixed  a  iulifb  as  soon  as  he  go^  t  se,  and  gave  himself 
■evi^ral  stab^  in  the  bdly.  The  utmosc  care  was  taken  of  his 
recovery,  in  order  to  make  him  a  public  example,  to  prevent 
■uch  actions  in  future  among  the  crew ;  and  after  his  reco- 
very he  was  punished  in  the.  following  manner.  Being  d&> 
clared  infamous  at  the  fore-mast,  he  was  thrice  keel-hauled, 
and  had  SOO  strokes  on  the  buttocks,  after  which  his  right 
hand  was  fastened  to  the  mast  with  his  own  knife.  When  he 
hftd  stood  some  time  in  this  condition,  he  was  put  in  chains 
on  the  ibre-tastle,  being  allowed  nothing  but  bread  and  water 
for  some  days;  and  was  continued  in  irons  to  be  set  on  shore 
at  the  first  Darren  island  they  came  to. 

Continuing  their  voyage  till  near  the  line,  they  were  much 
incommoded  by  the  shifting  of  the  wind,  and  by  scarcity  of 
water,  many  of  the  crew  falling  ill  of  the  scurvy.  When  it 
sometimes  fell  entirely  calm,  the  heat  of  the  sun  became  more 
thiM  ordinarily  oppressive,  owing  to  which  some  of  the  men 
became  quite  distracted,  others  fell  into  high  fevers,  and  some 
had  fits  like  the  epilepsy.  Their  water,  as  it  grew  low,  stunk 
abominably,  and  became  full  of  worms.  The  salt  provisions 
were  in  a  manner  quite  spoiled,  and  served  only  to  turn  their 
stomachs  and  increase  their  thirst.  Hunger  is  said  to  be  the 
greatest  of  torments,  but  they  had  reason  to  consider  thirst 
as  the  greatest  misery  incident  to  human  nature.  At  this 
time  they  often  observed  towards  evening  that  th^  sea  ap- 
peared all  on  fire ;  and  taking  up  some  buckets  of  wa.er  in 
this  condition,  they  observed  that  it  was  full  of  an  infinite 
-.-:^„..  .,    .  ....;,.•  ^  V  ..T  ..o        number 
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lifaiiiber  of  fittl^  ^lobul^  of  tbe  size,  fbrni)  and  colour  of 
jpearit.  Theie  retained  Utefr  lint^e  for  Bome  time  when  hild 
ivi  the  hand»  bat  on  prttbiire  teemed  nothing  more  than  all 
•iirthy  iki  spbitancd  mde  mud. 

Tluef  at  lengih  crom^  the  litae,  Irith  the  loss  only  of  cine 
iba^i  vho  died  of  a  high  fever ;  and  on  getting  into  th6  latib- 
^  Invte  of  3»  B.  ih'ey  fell  into  the  true  trade-wind,  before  which 
'  jki^y  isokdded  tionft  at  a  glvat  ratev  In  lat  M  S.  the^  had 
'  Uiie«4h  directly  veracal,  k>  that  they  were  some  days  without 
linv  obseirwtfon.  Ih  6"  S.  they  caught  many  dorados  and 
'dblphmsi  both^  in  the  opinion  of  the  author  of  this  voyage, 
being  the  same  fish,  of  which  the  dolphin  is  the  male  and  me 
%lbt-iMo  the  female.  Some  of  these  kr6  six  feet  long,  biiit  not 
t>f  proportional  bulk.  In  the  water  they  appear  excessively 
beautinil,  their  skins  shining  as  if  streaked  with  burnished 
gold;  but  Idse  their  splendid  appearance  on  being  taken  out 
of  the  water.  Their  flesh  is  very  sweet  and  well  flavoured,  so 
ihat  the  seamoi  always  feast  when  they  can  procure  plenty 
of  this  fish.  They  saw  also  abundance  of  sharks,  many  of 
which  are  ten  feet  long.  Their  flesh  is  hard,  stringy,  and 
very  ditogreeably  tasted;  yet  the  seaman  frdqoent^  hang 
th^m  up  in  the  air  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  eat  them : 
Which  comi^iment  the  surviving  sharks  uever  fail  to  i^etum 
when  a  Seaman  falls  in  their  way,  either  dead  or  alive,  and 
ieem  to  attend  ships  t<xc  that  purpose. 


Section  II.      v    -  ^  -'^^M^;*-*  /- 
^     AMtal  in  Btuzili  with  some  Account  of  that  Counity. 

Coming  near  die  coast  of  Blrazil^  their  diesign  was  to  have 
ittchored  at  the  island  Grandei  but  finding  they  had  passed' 

'  that  island,  they  cointinued  their  course  till  ofiP  Porto,  in  krt. 
24"  S.  xvhere  they  came  to  anchor.  Some  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany of  the  commodore  tlien  got  into  the  boat  in  order  to  go 

,  cm  Shore,  both  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  wood  and  water 
and  other  rei'reshments,'  and  in  order  to  bury  one  of  their 
iteamen  who  had  died.  Before  they  could  get  on  shore,  they 
descried  a  body  of  Portuguese  wdl  ar^ned  moving  along  the 
coast,  who  seemed  to  prevent  them  from  landing,  nnd  beck- 
oned the  Dutch  to  keep  off,  threatening  to  fire  if  they  at- 
^teftipCed  to  Itmd :  But,  on  shewing  them  tbe  dead  body,  they 
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allowed  tli«in  to  land*  land  even  shewed  them  a  place  in 
^hich  to  inter  their  dead  companion.  Being  desirous  of 
procuring  some  intelligeucet  the  Dutch  asked  many  questions 
about  the  country,  but  could  only  get  for  answer,  that  Porto 
was  an  advanced  port  to  St  Sebastian^  not  marked  in  the 
charts,  and  that  they  were  inhabitants  of  Rio  Janeiro,  which 
]ay  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles.'  The  Dutch  endeavoured 
to  persuade  them  to  go  on  board  the  commodore,  but  they 
refused,  fearing  they  might  be  pirates,  which  frequently  used 
to  come  upon  the  ci>ast,  and,  under  pretence  of  getting  fresh 
water,  would  land  and  pillage  any  of  the  little  towns  near  the 
sea. 

W-  About  six  months  before  the  arrival  of  Roggewein  at  this 
place,  a  pirate  had  been  there,  and,  while  the  crew  were  pre- 
paring to  make  a  descent,  a  French  ship  of  force  arrived^ 
which  sent  her  to  the  bottom  with  one  broadside.  She  sank 
in  thirteen  fathoms,  and  as  she  was  supposed  to  have  seven 
millions  on  board,*  they  had  sent  for  divers  from  Portugal, 
in  order  to  attempt  recovering  a  part  of  her  treasure.  How« 
ever,  by  dint  of  entreaties  and  the  strongest  possible  assu- 
rance of  safety,  two  of  them  were  prevailed  upon  to  go  on 
board  the  commodore,  where  they  were  very  kindly  treated, 
and  bad  clothes  given  them,  by  which  they  were  induced  to 
carry  the  squadron  into  a  safe  port,  which  was  most  service- 
able to  men  in  their  condition,  almost  worn  out  with  fatigues, 
and  in  a  manner  destroyed  for  want  of  water. 

The  harbour  of  Porto  affords  good  anchorage  in  from  six 
to  eight  fathoms.  In  entering  it  on  the  S.W.  the  main  land 
is  on  the  right,  and  a  large  island  on  the  left,  all  the  coast 
appearing  very  high  land,  consisting  of  mountains  and  inter- 
mediate vallies,  overgrown  with  trees  and  shrubs.  Porto  is 
in  a  pleasant  situation,  but  at  this  time  had  no  inhabitants. 
They  caught  here  both  fish  and  tortoises  of  exquisite  flavour, 
and  so  very  nourishing,  that  about  forty  of  the  people  who 
were  ill  of  the  scurvy,  recovered  very  fast.  Having  remained 
there  two  dnys;  in  which  time  they  supplied  themselves  with 
■   ■'  •  •■  1  ,■    fi^-i.  -■   ,  ■-  ,^''.  .  ■  wood 


*  There  must  be  a  considerable  mistake  here  in  regard  to  the  latitude  of 
Porto,  said  to  be  in  24°  S.  as  Rio  Janeiro  is  in  lat.  2S°  54'  S.  and  must 
tiierefore  liave  been  eighty  Iciigues  distant,  Peri-i^ps  the  eight  miles  in  the 
text,  as  the  distance  to  Rio  Janeiro,  ought  to  have  been  eighty  leagues  or 
Dutch  miles. — £. 

*  This  is  a  most  inconclusive  mode  of  expression,  perhaps  meaning 
Dutch.Aorui9,  uud  U'w,  about  ;C<)36,S<j3  8terljnj;.->-£«. 
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wood  and  wnter,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  in  six  lca«»u«i  sail- 
ing to  the  S.W.  came  into  the  road  of  St  Sebastian.  Just 
when  entering  the  mouth  of  the  river  a  violent  itorm  aroee, 
on  which  they  had  to  drop  their  anchors,  lest  they  had  been 
driven  on  the  rocks,  and  to  wait  the  return  of  the  tidd  in 
that  situation.  They  entered  the  port  next  day,  and  came  to 
anchor  just  before  the  town,  which  they  saluted,  but  without 
being  answered,  either  because  the  Portuguese  guns  were 
tiot  in  order,  ot  because  the  inhabitants  were  not  pleated 
with  their  arrival,  suspecting  them  of  being  pirates,  though 
under  the  Dutch  flag.  In  order  to  remove  these  apprehen« 
aions,  Roggewein  wrote  to  the  governor,  informing  him  what 
they  were,  and  desiring  to  be  furnished  with  cattle,  vegeta* 
bles,  fruits,  and  other  refreshments  for  payment,  also  request* 
ing  the  use  of  a  few  huts  on  shore  for  the  recovery  of  the  sick 
men.  The  governor  made  answer,  that  these  things  were  not 
in  his  power,  as  he  was  subordinate  to  the  governor  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  to  whom  he  should  dispatch  an  express  that  even- 
ing, and  hoped  the  commodore  would  give  him  time  to  re- 
ceive the  orders  of  his  superior  officer.  But  Roggewein  was 
by  no  means  satisfied  with  this  answer,  giving  the  governor 
to  know,  if  he  refused  to  deal  with  him  by  fair  means  and  for 
Teady  money  as  oiPcred,  he  should  be  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  force,  though  much  against  his  inclinations.  Ha- 
lving learnt  that  there  was  a  Franciscan  monastery  in  the 
town,  Roggewein  sent  also  to  inform  the  fathers  of  his  arri- 
val, accompanying  his  message  bv  a  present. 

It  happened  fortunately  for  the  Dutch,  that  a  native  of 
Utrecht,  one  Father  Thomas,  belonged  to  this  monastery, 
who  came  immediately  on  board,  accompanied  by  several 
other  monks.  He  was  so  much  delighted  at  the  sight  of  his 
countrymen,  that  he  declared  he  should  now  die  in  peace, 
having  earnestly  wished  for  twenty-two  years  to  enjoy  the 
satisfaction  he  was  now  gratified  with.  The  commodore  g.* v  j 
him  a  kind  welcome,  and  presented  him  with  whatever  was 
deemed  useful  for  the  monastery.  The  prior,  who  was  of  the 
party  oa  this  occasion,  begged  the  commodore  to  have  pa- 
tience till  the  return  of  the  express  from  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
and  promised  to  use  his  interest  with  the  governor,  to  induce 
him  to  furnish  the  demanded  refreshments,  so  that  they 
parted  well  satisfied  with  each  other.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
J*ortuguese  came  down  to  the  coast  in  large  bodies  well 
armed,  posting  themselves  in  such  places  as  they  judged  the 
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Dutch  might  attempt  to  put  their  men  on  shore ;  and  tt  the 
approach  of  a  Dutch  pinnacCf  thought  proper  to  fire  at  heiv 
by  which  one  of  the  Dutchmen  was  dai^roualy  wounded  ui 
the  shoulder.  The  boat's  crew  returned  the  fire  by  a  genenal  - 
discharge  of  their  fire-armsi  by  which  two  of  the  Portuguese  v 
were  bixnight  down*  and  the  test  made  a  precipitate  retreab^ 
The  Butch  then  landed  imvediatelyi  fitting  what  water  tbqr 
bad  occasion  for*  and  returned  on  board.  :   g- 

h  On  the  report  of  what  had  happesiedy  «;hich  he  deemed'  an 
•let  of  hostility,  Rogg^wein  made  imsediatie  disposition*  for  • 
attacking  the  town«  ordenng  his  smallest  ship  to  go  as  near 
tl '-  place  as  possible,  while  the  Teinhoven  was  ordered  to 
watch  the  ;pa8t,  and  the  commodore  laid  his  own  ship  oppo*  < 
site  the  monastery,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  hatter  it  dowuu 
AH  tbk  vrs^  merely  to  frighten  the  Portuguese  into  belter 
behaviour,  and  it  had  the  desired  effect,  as  the  deputyr 
governor  came  soon  afier  cu  board,  and  entered  into  ^  Utentif^  - 
granting  ev  "rv  thing  desired.   He  at  the  sune  time  expreeir  - 
ed  considerable  doubjts  of  b^g  paid  for  what  they  mi^ft 
fomishf  as  a  French  ship  had  been  lately  supplied  with  ne* 
cee^arios,  and  at  its  departure  the  French  captain  threatened 
%Q  burn  the  town  about  their  ears,  if  they  insisted  on  pay* 
meat  according  to  agreement  and  his  promises  on  first  coming 
in.    The  sick  were  now  landed  on  the  island,  and  the  whdb  > 
of  the  ships  companies  were  daily  furnished  by  the  Portu^.^. 
guese  with  bce^  mutton*  fowls,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  erery* 
thing  else  they  wanted.    The  ships  companies  also  had  leive 
0  go  on  shure,  and  soon  contracted  acquaintance  anjtong  the 
Portuguese,  from  whom  they  obtained  sugar,  tobacco,  brandyt 
Und  every  thing  else  they  wished  for,  in  exchange  for  £i:ror> 
pean  goods,  altnough  the  governor  had  stric^v  prohibited  aU 
pommcrce,  under  the  strictest  penalties.    Tnu^  in  a  very 
short  time  the  Portuguese  became  so  well  satisfied  of  ^he  ho- 
nesty and  good  intentions  of  the  Dutch,  that  they  brought 
back  all  thf>i«  lich  effects,  formerly  carried  out  of  town  when 
the  shirs  urst  a  arrived.   The  Portuguese,  however,  oomplainr 
ed  loudly  of  tbe  bad  usage  they  met  with  from  the  French* 
who  came  frequently  to  this  place  with  their  ships,  taking 
whatever  they  pleased  by  force,  and  plundering  the  houses 
in  which  they  were  perinitted  to  lodge  the  sick ;  owing  to 
which  the  Portuguese  believed  that  all  other  Europeans 
would  treat  them  in  the  same  manner. 

The 
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The  town  of  St  Sebastians  is  situated  in  lat  24°  S.  «dl 
long.  60**  WJ  being  a  place  of  moderate  extent,  only  indiffer- 
ent fortified  by  an  ipclosure  of  palisades,  with  a  few  cannon 
for  Its  defence.  The  church  however  is  a  beautiful  building, 
and  the  palace  of  ^he  governor  is  verv  magnificent ;  but  th^ 
houses  <xf  the  inhabltahts  are  only  sucn  as  arc  commcmly  met 
with  among  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colopists  in  Ame« 
rica.  The  Franciscan  monastery  stands  on  the  Sh  side  of  U>e 
town,  and  ac^mmodates  about  thirty  monks  very  convenih 
entlyi  The  prior  shjewed  to  the  commodore  and  his  ofBcera 
a  curious  idod,  which  he  said  had  been  worshipped  by  the 
ancient  natives  of  the.  place.  It  was  the  image  of  a  creature 
half  ti^er  half  lion,  about  four  feet  high  and  afoot  and  a  half 
round.  Its  ^t  resemUed  the  paws  ^  a  lion,  and  the  head 
was  adorned  with  a  double  crown,  in  which  were  stuck  twelve 
Jodian  darts,  one  of  which  on  each  side  was  broken.  On 
each  shoulder  there  was  a  large  wing  like  that  of  a  stork.  In 
the  inside  was  seen  the  statue  of  a  man,  completely  armed  in 
the  manner  of  the  country,  having  a  quiver  of  arrows  at  his 
back,  a  bow  in  his  left  hand,  and  an  arrow  in  his  right.  Tlie 
tail  of  this  strange  idol  was  very  long,  and  twistea  three  or 
four  times  round  the  body  of  the  man.  It  had  beep  called 
Nasil  Lichma,  by  its  worshippers,  and  the  prior  said  that  it 
ijvas  made  of  gold ;  but  the  riutbor  of  this  voyage  suspected 
it  was  orJy  gilded.  The  monks  iiad  also  a  nuioerous  collec- 
tion of  European  and  American  curiosities,  which  they  ex- 
hibited at  the  same  time.  rr 
The  port,  or  river  rather,  of  St  Sebastian,  is  three  or  foiir 
leagues  in  lepgth,  and  about  one  league  ^^oad,  having  a  very 
'  fine  island  on  the  N.£.  of  about  four  miles  round,  and  there 
are  smaller  islands  on  all  the  other  sides  of  Uiis  haven.  The 
country  of  Brazil  i«  very  large  and  rich,  insomuch  that  tho 
king  of  Portugal  is  said  to  draw  as  great  a  revenue  from 
hence,  as  the  Kin^  of  Spain  from  all  his  vast  possessionb  in 
America.  Its  capita  is  Bahia,  or  St  SaVador,  besides  which 

these 

'  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile  this  longitude  with  any.  of  the  first  meri* 
dians  mentioned  in  a  former  note,  or  indeed  with  any  known  geographical 
principles.  It  is  45*^*  S(/' W.  ftcit^  Greenwich.  If  reckoned  from  the  me- 
ridian of  Teneriffe,  said  to  be  that  used  by  the  Dutchi  this  would  piace  it 
St°  lO*  too  far  west,  ts  Teneriffe  is  16°  40'  W.  from  Greenwich.  Thi» 
place^  in  an  island  of  the  same  name,  lias  to  be  carefully  distinguished  from 
the  city  of  St  Sebasti/^n,  «ow  more  commonly  kaown  by  the  naoiie  of  Ri« 
de  Janeiro.— £, 
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Uifre  are  many  other  towni,  as  S!ara«  Olinda,  Rio  de  Janet' 
ro,  St  Vincent,  and  others.  The  country  was  discovered  in 
1590 ;  but  even  at  this  day  the  Portuguese  have  not  pene- 
trated above  eighty  leagues  into  the  interior.  The  soil  is 
good,  and  the  country  Mrould  doubtless  produce  abundance 
of  com  and  wine  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants ;  but,  from  a 
principle  of  policy,  the  colonists  are  not  permitted  to  culti- 
vate these  productions,  and  are  consequently  supplied  with 
ihem  from  Portugal.  It  ia  the  common  opinion  that  the 
ancient  inhabitants  were  anthropophagi,  or  cannibals,  and  it 
is  even  said  that  human  flesh  was  sold  in  their  markets,  as 
commonly  as  beef  and  mutton,  but  of  this  there  is  no  au- 
thentic prooK*  i 

Su-sn  of  the  natives  as  were  seen  were  large  dark-com- 
plexioned men,  having  thick  lips,  flat  noses,  and  very  WMito 
tc<c:iiu  The  Portuguese  are  numerous  in  Brazil,  both  Creoles, 
tiud  such  as  come  from  time  to  time  from  Portugal,  to  re- 
pair their  broken  fortunes.  A  little  time  before  the  arrival 
iji  Roggewein,  the  Portuguese  had  discovered  a  diamond 
ininr>  not  far  from  St  Sebastian,  of  which  at  that  time  they 
we  .'  tot  in  full  possession,  bat  were  meditating  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians,  in  order  to  become  sole  masters  of 
so  valuable  a  prize;  and  with  this  view  they  invited  the 
X)utch  to  join  them,  promising  them  a  share  in  the  riches  in 
the  event  of  success.  By  these  means,  nine  of  our  soldiers 
were  tempted  to  desert.  1  know  not  the  success  of  this  ex- 
pedition ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it  succeeded,  as  great  quan- 
tities of  diamonds  have  since  been  imported  from  Brazil  into 
Europe.  They  are  said  to  be  found  on  the  tops  of  moun- 
tains among  a  peculiar  red  earth  containing  a  great  deal  of 
gold  ;  and^  being  washed  down  by  the  great  rains  and  tor- 
rents into  the  vaUies,  are  there  gathered  in  lavaderas  by  ne- 
groes employed  lor  the  purpose. 

Brazil  abounds  witli  numerous  sorts  of  beasts,  birds,  and 
fish,  both  wild  and  tame.  They  have  tigers  that  do  a  great 
deal  of  mischief,  also  elephants  in  great  abundance,  the  teeth 
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*  There  is  no  doubt  tliat  at  least  some  of  the  tribes  roasted  and  eat 
their  prisoners,  like  the  Caribs  of  the  West  Indies.  But  certainly  they 
hail  not  arrived  to  that  state  of  civilization  as  to  liavo  markets;  and 
beef  and  mutton  were  unknown  in  America,  till  carried  there  from  £u- 
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of  which  are  of  great  Talue.'  There  is  no  country  on  earti: 
where  serpents,  and  other  venomous  reptiles,  nru  more  fr»> 
quent,  or  of  larger  size.  So  far  as  the  Portuguese  power  and 
colonization  extends,  the  popish  religion  is  established;  bat 
vast  numbers  of  the  indigenous  natives  of  the  country  remain 
unsubdued,  and  continue  tlieir  original  idolatry,  being  of 
such  cruel  and  vindictive  dispositions,  that  when  a  Christian 
falls  into  their  hands,  the  best  thing  that  ean  happen  to  him 
is  to  have  his  throat  cut,  as  they  arc,  for  the  roost  part,  put 
to  death  by  means  of  cruel  tortures.  The  air  of  the  country* 
though  excessively  hot  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  is  ex- 
tremely wholesome,  as  we  experienced  by  our  speedy  reco- 
very from  the  scurvy  and  other  distempers.  About  St  Se* 
bastian  there  are  vast  quantities  of  venomous  musquetoest 
wWch  sting  to  such  a  degree  that  we  were  all  covered  over 
with  blisters.  Our  pilot,  having  drank  too  freely  of  the 
country  rum,  and  afterwards  fallen  asleep  in  the  open  air, 
had  his  head,  face,  arms,  and  legs  so  severely  stun&f,  that  his 
life  was  in  imminent  danger,  and  he  recovered  aner  a  long 
time,  not  without  much  care. 

While  here,  the  commodore  kept  up  a  very  strict  discip* 
line  over  his  people ;  and  some  of  his  sailors  being  com- 

Elained  against  as  having  maltreated  some  Indian  women, 
e  caused  them  to  be  severely  punished,  and  would  never  of- 
terwards  allow  them  to  go  on  shore.  The  Dutch  and  Por- 
tuguese agreed  extremely  well,  but  the  governor  was  far  from 
bemg  pleased  with  his  visitors,  more  esi)ecially  because  he 
had  learnt  from  some  of  the  deserters  that  the  object  of  the 
expedition  was  to  make  discoveries  in  the  south.  For  this 
reason  he  practised  every  art  he  could  devise  to  hmder  and 
distress  them,  and  furnished  them  with  provisions  only  from 
day  to  day,  that  they  might  not  increase  their  sea-stores.  He 
also  frequently  talked  ot  there  being  five  or  six  Portuguese 
men-of-war  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  order  to  put  the  Dutch  in 
fear  of  being  attacked,  and  actually  sent  iur  the  only  ship 
that  was  there  at  the  time,  to  come  to  St  Sebastian.  Kog- 
gcwein  perfectly  understood  the  meaning  of  all  this,  of  whidi 
he  took  no  notice,  and  complied  exactly  with  the  terms  of 
VOL.  XI*  r  the 

^  There  are  animals  of  the  tygef  kind  it)  Brazil  and  other  parts  of  Amt- 
rica,  and  the  Jaguar,  Owza,  or  Brazilian  tyger,  is  probably  the  one  here 
meant.  No  elephants  exist  in  America,  and  their  teeth,  mentioned  in  th* 
text,  must  have  come  from  some  ef  the  Portuguese  African  possessions. 
—JB. 
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the  agreement  entered  into  wiih  the  deputy  governor,  saviofi^ 
part  of  the  fresh  provisions  daily  and  salting  them,  cleaned 
and  repaired  his  ship  in  succession,  and  took  on  board  to< 
bacco,  sugar,  and  every  thing  else  he  wanted,  till  in  a  condi- 
tion to  continue  the  voyage.  He  then  fully  satisfied  the  go- 
vernor for  every  thing  procured  at  this  place,  making  pay- 
ment in  fire-aruns,  hatii,  :iiik  stockings,  linen.,  stock-fisn,  and 
other  European  articles,  and  made  him  a  considerable  pre- 
sent besides.  In  return,  the  governor  sent  him  some  black 
cattle,  and  gave  him  a  certi/icate  of  his  honourable  behaviour; 
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Incidents  during  the  Foyage  front  Brazil  to  Juan  Fernartdez, 
with  It  Description  of  that  Is/and. 

Every  thing  being  settled  at  St  Sebastian,  Roggewcin  set 
sail  towards  the  S.  W.  and  falling  in  with  a  desert  inland  about 
three  leagues  from  the  coast,  no  set  on  shore  t^i'  swabber 
who  had  attempted  to  murder  the  cook,  pursuant  to  his  sen- 
tence, as  formerly  related.  Leaving  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the 
commodore  proposed  to  have  visited  an  island  called  Aukes 
Magdeland,  after  the  name  of  its  supposed  discoverer,  who 
7.S  said  to  have  seen  a  light  on  that  island  about  an  hundred 
years  before,  but  did  not  go  on  shore.  This  island  was  said 
to  be  situated  in  the  latitude  of  30°  S.  and  as  being  in  the 
route  of  the  navigation  towards  the  South  Sea,  and  in  u 
good  climate,  he  proposed  to  have  settled  a  colciiy  there  S^ 
the  service  of  such  ships  as  might  afterwards  be  bound  for 
the  Southern  Indies f  the  object  he  was  now  in  seardi  of, 
where  they  might  be  supplied  with  wood,  water,  ai^d  other 
refreshments.  But  after  much  pains,  he  could  neither  dis- 
cover that  nor  any  other  island  in  or  near  the  latitude  of  30* 
S.  He  therefore  altered  his  course,  steering  for  those  called 
the  New  Islands  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  Islands  of  St  Lewis, 
by  p  French  privateer  who  first  discovered  them.  Keeping 
always  within  forty  or  fifty  leagues  of  the  American  coast, 
^e  squadron  prosecuted  its  course  very  happily,  having  al-> 
way^^he  advantage  of  the  land  and  sea-breezes ;  whereas,  if 
it  had  kept  farther  from  land,  it  would  infallibly  have  fallen 
in  with  the  western  trade-wind. 

On  Uie  2  Ist  December^  ^l^S  "*  lat,  40«,  S.  they  were  as- 
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saiM  by  a  horricanei  attended  with  thunder  and  ligbtnioft, 
during  whldb  itorm  the  Tienhoven  parted  company,  and  did 
a«t  rejoin  till  three  monrhs  afterwards.    The  extreme  tio- 
lerxe  of  this  hurricane  on?y  lasted  about  four  hours,  durine 
whid>  they  every  moment  expected  to  have  been  BwaUowea 
up  by  tJie  waves,  which  ran  mountainohigh.     These  hurri- 
canes are  extremely  dangerous,  and  arc  far  more  frequent  in 
the  American  seas  than  in  the  East  Indies.    'They  usually 
happen  at  that  season  of  the  year  when  the  west  monsoon 
reigns,  which  is  from  the  20th  July  to  the  15th  October, 
for  which  reason  ships  usually  remain  then  in  port  till  they 
think  tho  danger  is  over.    Yet  as  storm*  of  this  kind  are  not 
exactly  periodioal,  ship*>tbat  trust  to  siich.  calculations  are 
often  caught,  as  there  are  some  years  in  which  there  are  no 
hurricanes,  and  others  in  #hich  they  are  more  frequent  and 
Solent,  and  at  unusual  periods.    The  ordinary,  or  at  leaed 
the  surest  sign  of  an  oppronrhing  hurricane,  is  very  fair  wea^r 
tlier,  and  so  dead  a  cairn  that  uot  even  a  wrinkle  is  to  bo 
seen  on  the  surface  of  the  sea.     A  very  dark  cloud  istheii 
seen  to  rise  in  the  air,  not  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  and  in 
a  very  little  time  the  whole  sky  becomes  overcast.   The  wind 
then  begins  to  blow  front  the  v/est,  and  in  a  short  space  of 
time. whirls  round  the  compass,  swelling  the  sea  to  a  dread- 
ful  lieight;  and  as  the  wind  blows  now  on  one  side  and  then 
on  the  otiier,  the  contrary  waves  beat  so  forcibly  on  the  shipB 
that  they  seldom  escape  foundering  or  shipwreck.     On  firsfe 
perceiving  tlie  before-mentioned  sauall  cloud,  the  best  thisig 
ya  ship  van  do  is  to  stand  out  to  sea.     It  is  remarkable  that 
the  hurtkiiium  are  less  frequent  as  wc  approach  the  higher 
latitudes  in  either  hemisphere,  so  that  they  are  not  to  be 
feared  beyond  the  lat.  of  55°  either  S.  or  N..    It  is  also  re- 
marked, that  hurricanes  rarely  happen  in  the  middle  of  tlie 
wide  ocean,  but  chiefly  on  the  coasts  of  such  countries  as 
abound  with  minerals,  and  off  the  mbutfas  of  large  rivers. 
^Uwther  surpriaing  phenomenon  at  liea  is  what  is  called  a 
»' whirlwind  water-spout,  or  syphon,  which  often  carries  up  high 
*  into  the  air  whatever  comes  within  the  circle  of  its  force,  aa 
t  fish,  grasshoppers,  and  other  things,  where  they  appear  like 
a  thick  vapour  or  cloud.    The  English  fire  at  a  water<spout 
or  whirlwmd,  and  often  succeed  m  stopping  its  progress ; 
the  circular  motion  ceasing,  and  all  that  it  had  taken  t^p  fall- 
ing immediately  down,  when  the  sea  becomes  presently  calm. 
On  the  cessation  of  the  hurricane,  the  commodore  and  hia 
•i. „...;....,.   -^w.i.-^  V  .-...^  :■-... i  .;-"-;„     remaining 


r» 


..-».»  -A  l-.-i. 


#- 


K. 


fi^  Earfy  Circumnavigations^        pabt  ti.  Boot  it. 

Temainingooniort,  the  African  galley,  continued  their  coune 
to  the  S.S.W.  till  in  the  hr'  ^ht  o(  the  Sirniu  of  Ma^lisn. 
They  here  fell  in  with  an  isluiicl  of  near  200  leagues  in  ( ir- 
cuinference»  end  about  14  leagues  from  the  mainland  of  Ame- 
rica, and  iceing  no  smoke,  nir  any  boat,  or  other  kind  of 
embarkation,  they  concluded  that  it  wan  uninhabited.    The 
west  coast  of  this  island  was  discofei'ed  by  a  French  priva- 
teer, and  named  the  Island  of  St  Lewis ;  but  being  seen  af- 
terwards by  the  Dutch,  who  fancied  its  many  capes  to  be 
distinct  islands,  they  called  it  Nao  Inlands.     Considering 
that,  if  ever  it  should  be  inhabited,  its  inhabitants  would  be 
the  antipodes  of  the  Dutch,  Roggewein  gave  it  the  name  of 
Btigia  Jtatralis.    It  is  in  the  lat.  of  62"  S.  and  long,  of  95* 

The  land  appeared  extremely  beautiful  and  very  fertile, 
being  chequered  with  mountains  and  vallies,  all  of  which 
were  cloatned  with  fine  straight  trees.  The  verdure  of  the 
meadows,  and  freshness  of  tne  woods,  affoided  a  delightful, 
nreapecf,  insomuch  that  all  the  people  believed  they  should 
nave  found  abundance  of  excellent  fruits.  But  the  commo- 
dore would  not  delay  by  permitting  them  to  land,  being 
tiBxious  to  get  round  Cape  Horn,  and  choie  therefore  to  de- 
fer a  thorough  examination  of  tliis  new  country  till  his  re- 
turn from  discovering  the  southern  continent  and  islands  : 
This,  however  reasonab^v,  proved  vain  in  the  sequel,  as  he 
was  forced  to  return  widt  hi  squadron  by  the  East  Indies; 
and  this  fine  island,  (h-^n  fbr>',  is  likely  to  continue  in  a  great 
measure  unknown.  I 

Quittinff  this  island,  ib.cy  made  for  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan, in  Older  to  wait  a  wind  favourable  for  their  navigation, 
which  took  place  in  a  few  days  :  for,  if  it  had  continued  to 
bknr  from  tne  west,  they  could  not  possibly  have  got  into 
the  South  Seas.  They  now  resolved  to  attempt  the  Straits 
of  Le  Mair^  as  infinitely  more  commodious  than  the  StraiU 
of  Magellan,  in  whidi  latter  the  sea  has  but  small  (i|,epth,  ana 
the  meeting  of  the  north  and  south  currents  occasion  conti- 
nual rough  seas,  llie  bottom  also  of  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan is  rockyf  affording  no  good  anchorage  >,  and  the  flows  of 

winds 

*  There  is  aot  the  smiallest  doubt  that  the  text  refers  to  the  Falkland 
Islands  or  Malouipei,  which  consist  of  two  priiH;i|)al  islanils,  called  West 
lind  East  Islands,  bcsi'des  a  number  of  inlets,  about  360  English  miles  from 
(h6  coi^nent  of  South  America.  The  centre  of  the  west,  or  principal 
island,  is  in  lat.  51°  Q&'  S.  and  long.  60"  W.  from  Greenwich.— E. 
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winds  from  the  mountains  on  botli  sides  ^re  apt  to  ondanj^er 
'all  ships  that  endeavour  to  pass  through  theBc  perilous  straits. 
Haviiig  now  a  fair  wind,  they  continued  their  course  to  the 
•outh  nlr  tho  Straits  of  Le  IVfaire,  seeing  on  their  way  abun- 
fiance  of  whales  and  other  large  fish  of  that  kind.     Among 
the  reit,  they  were  followed  (or  n  whole  month  by  that  kind 
of  fish  whi'jn  is  called  the  Sea  Devil  by  the  Dutch  sailors, 
which  thev  took  the  utmost  pains  to  catch,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose.    It  has  a  largo  head,  n  thick  short  body,  aiv'       cry 
Jong  tuJ,  like  that  which  painters  bestow  on  the  • 
■r       Arriving  in  the  lat.  of  55"  S.  they  soon  aftoi 
Island,  or  Staten-land,  which  forms  one  side  ot 
jof  Luttai  c.     The  fury  of  the  waves,  and  the  ci 
contending  currents,  gave  such  terrible  shocks  to  ttiur  v«ii- 
tels,  that  they  expected  every  moment  their  yards  should 
have  been  broken,  and  their  masts  to  come  by  the  board. 
.  They  would  gladly  have  come  to  anchor,  especially  on  find- 
ing the  bottom  to  be  good,  but  the  weather  and  the  sea  were 
so  rough  tliot  they  durst  not.     They  passed  through  the 
straits,  which  are  about  ten  leagues  long,  by  six  over,  with  fi 
,  swiftness  not  to  be  expressed,  owing  to  the  force  and  rapi^ 
"dity  of  the  current.    After  getting  through,  this  current,  to- 

Jrether  with  the  westerly  winds,  curried  them  a  great  way 
rom  the  coast  of  America;  and,  that  they  might  be  sure  to 

'  sail  free  o'.  Cape  Horn,  tliey  sailed  as  higli  as  the  lat.  of  62" 
SO'  S.     For  three  weeks  together,  they  sustained  the  most 

'    dreadful  gusts  of  a  furious  west  wind,  accompanied  with 

't  liail  and  snow,  aiul  the  most  piercing  frost.  While  enve- 
loped in  thick  niitits,  they  were  apprehensive  of  being  driven 
by  the  extreme  violence  of  the  winds  upon  mountains  of 

0  ice,  «'here  they  must  inevitably  have  perished. 

VVhenex  cr  the  weather  whs  in  any  degree  clear  or  seren^ 
they  had  scarcely  any  night ;  for,  being  in  the  middle  of  Ja^ 
nuary,  1722,  the  summer  was  then  in  its  height,  and  the 
days  at  tlicir  utmost  length. 

.  .  These  mountains  of  ice,  of  which  they  were  so  much  afraidt 
are  certain  proofs  that  the  southern  countries  extend  auite 
to  the  pole,  as  well  as  those  under  the  north ;  for,  without 
question,  these  vast  hills  of  ice  cannot  be  produced  in  the 
sea,  nor  formed  by  the  common  force  of  cold.  It  muat 
therefore  he  concluded,  that  they  are  occasioned  by  the  sharp 

'    piercing  winds  blowing  out  of  the  mouths  of  large  rivers.* 

It 

^  Thig  is  quite  erroneous,  as  it  is  now  well  li^fivn  that  tlie  sea  water 
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It  it^tto^iiw  certain^  that  tlv^  correal  dl  ^^.^.^  , 
oeran  xmuit  all  proceed  (torn  ^e  niQtitbs  of  larg^  tW^j 
4hich,  rolling  doum  fitnn  a  li||h  continent,  fall  wi^lk 
impetuosi^  }nto  the  wli  as  to  preserre  a  great  part  of  ^ 
fotte  lon^  af^  thej  have  entered  it'  The  great  ^uihtit^ 
of  birds  seen  liere  Was  an  additional  proof  that  laiid  wafi  not 
far  off.  It  Qic#  be  askedi  ivhother  this  land  be  Jnhalrited  o/t 
not?  For  roy^pai't  I  believe  it  is.  It  may  be  sigain  »«ked| 
Slow  men  should  liteUn  such  a  elifnate,  in  th0.1at.  <9f  7^^. 
vhere  the  wMiteritf  so  v^yjon^  Uie  summer  so  short,  ami 
where  th^  iinust  be  lAVblved  lor  so  great  a  portion  oi  the 
year  in  perpetual  night  ?  To.lJiis  I  answer,  That  sUich  as 
dwell  there  come  only  in  the  fine  season  in  onler  to  fish,  and 
retire  on  the  approach  of  winter,  as  is  done  by  n^any  of  thf 
inhabitants  of  Russia  ahd  of  Davis  Straits,  who;  whw  they 
hare  provided  themselves  with  fish  on  the  coasts  of  a  froze^ 
climate,  retire  forther  inland,  and  ca^in  their  cabins  during 
the  srinter  the  fliAl  they  liave  caiight  in  the  summer.  If  tine 
neople  who  inhabit  Grfenlahd  and  Davis  Stn»itt.are  to  be 
believed,  the  country  is  inhabited  evjea  as  high  .fi\  70VJ|^. 
i)oth  winter  and  summer }  and  what  is  practicable  in  oiofj, ., 
^country,  cannot  Justly  be  reputed  impracticable  when  %uj^ 
posed  in  another.*  "    -     ,  .  ^ 

Being  driven  500  leagues  from  the  continent  l^  the  c<^  .;^ 
|tr^  wmds,  the  comm«lore:now  believed  that  ho  was  be-^  ^ 
yond  Cape  Horn  to  the  westwards,  and  stepped  therdEhre '  g 
N.E.  by  N.  m  order  to  fall  in  with  the  coast  of  Chili.    ^jZ 


freezes,  when  redticed  to  a  sufficient  degree  of  col^,  considerably  low* 
er  than  what  is  reqoisite  lov.freezing  fresh  wster.  On  tlw  occ^bn,  the 
Jak  Btqic^j|«t«s  rroM  the  freesiSg  water,  ao^  the  ice  of  sea  water  is  Suffi- 
ciently AHiiTor  use  when  melted,  if  the  teA  running  be  tiitown  awa^, 
wliich  eften  contains  salt,  eitiu^  aidhcring  to  t))e  snriace,  or  contained  la 

'  This  is  poor  reasoning  to  sappo|rt  a  preconceived  thtatyofa  soatherh 
coatinewt,  add  might  eaufjr  have  been  answered  by  themselves,  as  tbe 
firo^lgaHis  cqrrsiit  which  set  thetii  through  tiie  Straits  of  Le  Maire  with 
such  nfidftf,  oqtM  not  have  originated  frbq^  any  such  cause.^  Curreats 
are  weliluiowa  to  be  occasioned  by  the  tides,  the  diurnal  revolution  <>(• 
the  eartir,  and  Wweviilih^  winds,  influenced  aad  directed  by  the  bend* 
liigB  or  coastSi'tli^  iiiterposttion  of  islands,  and  the  position  of  straits.  "Vlo 
soch  curreats  oouid  possibly  come  tnm  rivers  in  sn  austral  land,  locked 
up  in  ie!rer*«iuring/rQst,  should  any  sticb  land  exist.— E. 

*  It  mighk  be  asked,  whence  are  these  fishers  to  come  i  Not  surely  from 
among  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fu^goi.  A  miserable  hypo« 
itbesis  is  thus  often  obstinately  defended  by  wretcMd  arguments.—^ 
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-the  lefb  lilfareb/iMiiig  in  lat  it*  S(y  S.  th«y  diaeotlBrwUlifl 
«oase  <^Q)iIi  to  th^^r  great  joy,  and  anchored  soon  aAeUm 
the  ooast  of  the  islandof  ModiB}  which  >s  three  leaffUes  firbm 
the  obntfnent.*  They  were  iK  hopes  of  finding  on  tliit  island 
at  kilt  H  pArt  of  the  rcfireshments  of  wlrich  they  were  in 
"  want,  esj^olly  fresh^  meat  and  vegetable«»  but  were  disap- 
pointed,  by  finding  the  i4^nd  entirely  abandoned,  all  its  in- 
nabitant!t  having  removed  to  the  main  knd^  They  saw, 
liowever,  In  the  island  a  multitude  of  horses  and  birds,  and 
found  some  dogs  in  two  cabins  near  the  abdre.  They  also 
discovered  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  shif^  fl^om  ^Auch  they 
supposed  the  dogs  had  got  on  shore.  The  horses  were  siip^ 
posed  to*  have- been  left  here  to  graze,  and  that  the  owndrs 
eame  at  Certain  times  from  the  main  to  take  them,  as  want* 
cd.  "tlhey  here  killed  abundance  of  gees6  and  ducks ;  and 
iindiifg  the  coast  extremely  rocky^  and  having  no  safe  p)a(^ 
of  anchorage,  they  resolved  to  put  to  sea.  In  a  council  of 
the  Oilicers,  it  was  determined  to  continue  for  some  tim^ 
longer  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  some 
port  in  wliich  they  could  safely  anchor,  in  order  to  get  some 
refreshments;  but  perceiving  the  Spaniards  to  be  every 
where  ori  their  guard,'  they  steered  W.N.  W.  for  the  island 
of  Juan  I^ernandez,  which  they  reckoned  to  be  at  the  dis- 
tance of  ninety  leagues  in  tliat  dhrection.  .Although  the 
coast  of  Oiili  appears  to  be  eiiormously  high  wlien  seen  from 
a  distance,  they  discovered,  by  soiling  along  4hore,  that  it 
.was  not  higjiier  than  the  coast  of  England,  and  that  they  had 
beeii  deceived  by  the  enormous  heignt  of  the  inland  moun- 
tains, the  tops  of  which  are  hid  in  tlic  cloudi>,  andcloathed 
in  perpetual  snow^ 

HnviAg  a  favourable  wind,  they  made  way  at «  great  vate, 
aiid  got  sight  of  the  islapd  of  Juan  FemandeZi^  on  the  fourth 
day  after  !^ving  thie  coaift  of  Chili,  but  could  not  get  to  an>!- 
eho^  that  day  in  the  road,  owing  to  its  falling  calm>  Next 
day/  when  ready  to  go  in,  they  were  astonished  by  seeing  a 
ship  riding  lit  anchdr,  which  they  conjectured  to  be  cither  a 
.  Spanish  ship  offytce  dr  a  French  interloper,  but  at  lastcqo* 
eluded  to' be  a  pirate.  While  consulting  what  todo,  tbey 
sgw'the  bpat  Imonging  to  the  ship  coming  towards  them, 
carrying  a  Spanish  lag,  on  which  they  began  to  prepave  for 
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m  enga||;ein«it,  txit  tv^e^attonished  beytodd  meatdr^  on  iu 
'>>4fNr  approach,  to  find  tbat  it  belong^  to  their  consort  th« 
l%ihoven,  which  they  concluded  had  foundered.  Captain 
Bowman  waa  himself  on  board  the  boat,  and  shewed  how 
weU  he  had  ibilmred  his  instructions,  as,  by  theoommodcffe's 
orders  in  ca«e  of  separation,  this  was  to  ije  the  first  place  of 
rendefBTons;  whence,  after  cruiein|;  six  weeks,  th^were  to 
Impair  to  lat  S8^  3*  and  craize  there  a  simi]»r  time ;  But,  in 
case  of  not  meeting  the  commodore  in  either  of  these  fiwett 
they  were  then  to  open  their  sealed  instructians,  and  ibUow 
tfa<9n  exacUv.  As  soon  astCaptajn  Bowman  w&s  on  board 
the  conimodore^  he  made  a  signal  agreed  on  to  his  own  ship, 
|o  acquaint  them  that  the  two  ships  were  iheir  consorts, 
Afi/er  this,  the  Eagle  and  African  entered  the  harbour. 

When  leisure'  permitted.  Captain  Bowman  gave  an  a&p 
#unt  of  the  dangers  he  had  encountered  in  passing  the 
Straits  of  Magellan :  That  he  bad  met  with  many  storms  on 
the  coast  of  America, '  and  that  his  ship  was  in  a  very  bad 
con^Uop,  having  pnly  arrived  at  Juan  Fernandez  the  even- 
ing iMbre  bis  consortsi,  both  of  which  -hje  believed  had  been 
ioMt  in  the  hurricane  at,  the  time  of  their  separation.  The 
three  captains  afterward^  dined  together  very  cheerfully  in 
the  Tienhoven,  where  they  recounted  and  recipracally  com- 
miserated their  past  misfortunes*  and  rejoiced  at  their  pre- 
sent hai^y  meeting.  As  it  still  continued  a  dead  calm*  they 
iverc  unable  to  come  to  anchor  at  the  place  intended,'  but 
they  next  day  got  close  beside  the  Tienhoyen,  anchorilig  in 
ibn^  fathcmit,  within  mnsket-shot  of  tl^  shore/  The  aide 
ivere  now  landed,  and  proper  persons  sent  ashore  along  with 
them  to  construct  cabins  or  huts  for  their  accommoMtion^ 
«nd  to  search  for  provisions  and  refreshments. 

According  to  the  author  of  this  voyage,  the  island  of  Joan 
Fernandez  is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  situated  in  the  world, 
having  a  pleasant,  wholesomet  and  temperate  climate  fit  to 
restow  health  to  the  sick,  and  to  give  a  constant  iljw  i»f  spi- 
Tita  tjo  those  who  are  in  health,  which  this  author  |9«n(oni|Jiy 
<$i[|M»rienced,  having  bene  recovered  from  a  complication  iqf . 
morders  to  perfect  health.  The  hills  are  covered  wi^h  ta)l 
ttces  of  various  kinds,  fit  for  all  kinds  of  uses ;  and  the  val- 
iiisarff  fertile,  and  able  to  produce  all  the  necessaries  of  life 
with  very  little  cultivation.  It  abounds  with  small  streams 
and  brooksi  Uie  banks  of  which  are  covered  with  wholesogw 
{^]ta^  and  ^  waters  which  run  down  firom  t^e  mountains, 
,  "  ^  thouglji  > 
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thMgb  notHi  th« le»it  dkifs^ne$iiii»io the tMte, or  jjpjtitipvi 
to  health,  are  sa  imprctgnateU  wi|b  Mroe  mineral  (yurtjol^^ 
diat  they  never  ctnrrupt.  On  the  ea»t  Bi4e  of  the.bay.iot 
ii^ich  the  Dutch  ihipt  anchofedt  there  are  three  qiountiiinev 
the  middleiDoet  of  which,  reiemhles  theTaUe  M9untains  at 
the  Capo  of  Good  Hope.  Behind  toese  there  are  many* 
qtber  mountaini  which  rive  to  a  prpdigiioluf  .hfi^ht«  and  are 
pnierally  covered  by  very  thick  mist,  esj^aliy  in  the<mipm- 
i|4p  and  evenings,  ii^bence  I  am  apt  tp  suapect^  that  tbete 
monntains  may  contain,  riph  mines.,  To  give  a  just  idea  of 
the  island  in  few  words,  it  resembles  49  all  respects  the  ooiMh 
try  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

,,  This  authoc  alsQvmenUpns  the,  sea-lions  aiid  seals  of  other 
writers,  and  adds,  that  there  are  sea-cows  ako  of  enormoiw 
•izej  some  weighing  near  half  a  ton.  He  aisp  mentions' the 
abundance  and  excellence  of  the  fisli,  of  which  the  Dutch 
cured  many  thousands  during  their  short  stay«  which  proved 
extraordinarily  good,  and  were  of  great  service  during  tiie 
rest  of  the  voyage.  He  mentions  goats  also  on  the  isiaftd  bt 
•bundance^  but  says  the  Dutch  were  unable  to  catch  Uiem» 
and  at  a  loss  how  to  get  at  their  bodies  when  shot ;  b|it  thcnr 
lirere  frightened  from  this  sj^rt  by  an  unlucky  apcideiit  which 
happened  to  the  steward  ot  one  of  the  ships,  soon  ^fter  their 
nrriva^  who,  ramblmg  one  evening  in  the  mountains,  fell 
'mddenly  from  the  top  of  a  rock  and  was  dashed  to  piece*. 
They  found, here  the  remains  of  ^  wreck,  supposed  by  them 

■  jto  have  been  of  a  &)anish  ship  j  but  it  was  more  probably 
the  vestiges  of  the  Speedwell,  lost  a  year  bcfor.e^  and  ft^gi 
which,  by  diving,  some  of  the  sailors  recovered  seypr^  P^ces 

,  of  silver  plate. 
-  Having  attentively  conndered  die  advantag(N;>us  sitilMioii 
and  many  conveniences  of  this  island*  Ro^^wein  ^nceived 
thedesigaof  settjinfl  on  it,  as  the  most  proper  pi^qtjhat 
icoiild  be  thought  of  for  ships  bouqd*  as  he  was,  for  th^erra 
jituiraiii,  or  southern  jslandi^  and^was  the  more  encouraged 
jn  this  deeign  by  considering  the  fertility  of  the  ishind,  which 
could  not  fail'to  afford  sufficient  subsistence  for  six  hundred 
families  at  least  He  postponed  this,  however,  nsalsotfae 
settlement  •  of  jBe/gta  AustraHh  .or  Falkland  islands,  till  his 
proposed  return,  owing  to  which  they  never  were  settled.  A. 
settlement  at  the  bitter  might  have  anorded  a  proper  phi^ 
Ibi^ips  to  careen  and  refit  at,  and  to  procure  wooaona  wa- 
|ir„limr  the  kuig  voyage  from  Euro[ie,  before  entering  the 
"     "  ^       StriMte 
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StrtHs  of  Magellan,  anMoan  Feraandct  would  have  aflfoid* 
•d  crery  eonvenience  for  repairing  any  injuriea  tJbat  might 
Itave*  been  sustained  in'  passing  through  these  straits,  ot 
g!i^g  round  Cape  Hofn.  Whatever  nation  may  revive  and 
prosecute  'this  plai^  win  certainly  acquire  in  a  few  yeiirs  ai 
-vich  and  profitable  a  commerce  as  is  now  possessed  by  the 
Spaniards  with  Mexico  and  Peru,  or  the  Portuffueso  with 

■■..    '  -^' 

.-:  %  .  Ssctioir  IV. 

CotitmmtioH  ^  the  Foyage  from  Jlian  FernandettiH  the 
Shipwreck  of  the  Jfriean  Gatleif, 

on  leaving  Juan  Fernandez,  Rogcewein  proposed  to  visit 
that  part  of  the  southern  lands  which  was  reported  to  have 
been  discovered  by  Davis  in  1680.'  As  the  Dutch  author 
of  this  yoyagd  is  rath^  daric  on  this  subject,  I  shall  here  in* 
MertJjAt  Wafer's  account  of  this  discovery,  ay  it  is  very  short. 
Wim  was  a  man  of  sense  and  knowledge  i»ho  sailed  along 
with  Davis  when  this  discovery  was  mam. 

**  We  steered  from  the  Gallapagos  iskind  S.  by  E.  §  & 
iintH  We  came  into  the  lat.  of  27»  HQf  S.  when  we  fell  in  witfc 
■  low  sandy  island,  and  heard  a  great  roaring  noise  right'' 
a-iread  of  toe  ship,  like  that  of  the  sea  beating  on  the  shoTei\ 
It  being  some  hours  before  day,  and  fearing  to  fall  foul  of 
the  shores  the  ship  put  abput,  and  plied  off  and  en  till  next  ' 
morning,  and  then  stood  in  for  the  latd^  which  proved  td 
be  a  small  flat  island,  not  surrounded  by  any  rocks.    To  the 
-westwards,  about  twelve  leagues  by  estimation,  we  saw  a 
vangi  of  high  land  which  we  took  to  be  islands^  as  there 
were  ^evieral  partitions  in  the  prospect,  and  this  land  seemed 
to^^ea/iimd  fourteen  or  sixteen  leagues.    Tliere  came  great 
flocks  of  fowls  from  that  direction ;  and  I  and  more  of  the 
men  would  have  made  this  land  and  gone  on  diore  there^ 

but 

^.BrJUu'n  once  tried  a  settknent  at  Falkland  islands,  and  had  nesrij 
{one  lo  war  with  Spain  on  the  occasion ;  and  there  can  be  do  doubt  that 
Spain  could  never  have  submitted  toiji^  setUenent  of  Juan  jferosQciiez  hy 
'fm  othes  power.  There-li  now  a  Ibrt  and  sinaU  ^hrrison  ktipt'  in.  that 
isfind.— £.'    *■*'        .'  '  ■'  ■"'      -v  ,j».  ^ 

'  We  have  ^emitted  a  l^ng,  hicoQcIusiv^  and  uniBteECtttag  disouHMpa 
abautHhe  climate  and  productions  of  the  propoa^d  ^il^eoverv,  .^/fjj^ 
Auttrolif,  which  still  remains  inro^i^ita,  or  tatbk  has  bsen  cltflify  ibawit 
to  have  bo  esistence.— £. 
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t)iit|h6  captain  wbul^  not  toh«bnt.  iThe  ahiall  ftkHfiteft' 
560  teiiftties  from  CopHip6  almoftt  dlle  W.  aiid#l}ifi  A« 
Oalla^iigos  600  ldi^.^» 

In  i^di^euting'ltM  Vqjrage  to  ktie  westwards,  the  fint  Ittid 
•een  bjr  I|U>ggew^n'wa4  the  lesief  island  of  JuanFeriiandesi 
fxthernrfid  called  Maoia-faero,  about  ninety-five'Endish  Initei 
)dtrm  west.  ThU  a)>peared  lower  and  less  fertint  frdm.tk' 
Instance*  but  they  haa  not  an  opportunity  of  lannding.  Ha^ . 
Vhi^rthe  benefit  of  a  S.  E.  trade-wind,  they  soon  ani*ied  in 
lat.  zS"  S.  ahd  the  longitude  otiSl*  £.  where  they  expected 
to  have,  fallen  in  with  the  land  seeb  by  Davis,  but  no  such 
land  was  to  be  founfl<  Continuing  their  vc^age  to  the  wett* 
wards,  and  attended  by  -a  vast  quantity  of  ^irds,  they  arri- 
yed  on  the  cbast  of  a  small  island  about  Mkteen  leagues  ill 
extent,  which  thc^fell  in  tt^ttfa  dn' die  14th  April,  1722, 
being  E«Atcr-day,  4nd  called  It  therefore  Tquha,  or  Ea^i^ 
Island.  * 

The  African  galley  bdng  the  smallest  ship,  was  went  in 
first  to  examine  this  ucw  discovery,  and  reported  that  it 
seemed  to  be  very  fertile  diidivell  peopled,  as  nbundaneeof 
smoke  was  to  be  seen  in  all  parts  of  the  island.  Next  day* 
iprhQe  looking  out  for  a  port,  and  when  about  two  miles  fron 
jj^e  shore,  kn.  Indian  came  off  to  tlie  ships  in  a  canoe^  #hv 
camj^  really  on  board  and  was  well  received.  Being  taaked^ 
;hb  was  first  presented  with  a  piecd  of  cloth  to  cover  hitti^ 
and  they  gaVfe' him  afterwards  pieced  of  coral,  ■  beads,  and 
other  toys,  all  of  which  he  hung  ab(Ait  his  neck,  together 
1vith*|  cft-ied  fish.  Hts  body  was  painted  ali^ver  wiUl  a  v*. 
riety  of  figures,  through  which  the  natural  colour  bf  hk  skitt 
appeared  to  be  xlark  brdWh.  His  ears  were  excessively  lai^ 
and%ng,  hanging  ddim  to  his  should^  occasioned  doabt- 
^  jess  by  wearing  large  heftvy  ear-rings;  a  thing iilso  practised 
•  ey  the  natives  of  M^abar.  He  was  taTI,  weU-mad^  robutft 
'ind  of  a  pleasing  countenance,  and  brisk  and  active  in  his 
manners,  a'p^anngtd  be  very  merry  by  his  gestures  sAd 
Way  of  speaking.  They  gave  him  victuals,  of  which  he,  eat 
heartily,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  use  a  kniftt- and 
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^  "thvte  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  small  low  flat  island  was  Easter  idaiid^  •«.. 
in  lat.  27°  20^  S.  lofig.  110°  \0  W.    Its  distance  ftom  Copaipo^  almost  due 
W.  1^  almost  exactly  W  or  800  marine  leagues.    The  raoje  of  l^  land    ^ 
scett-to  the  westuwM^g,  could  be  nothing  but  a  fog  bonk,  ao  that  fi<^^[e-    ^ 
vein  set  out  from  Juan  Fernandez  in  search  of  a  nonentky.-rE. 
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f.  'fork;  i«d  when  ofii«rtd  m  iA$$b  of  wine  threw  it  aww.^ 
their  grUl^jHirpriie^  elraid  of  beiiDff  poiionecl,  oroffimdea  hv 
.  f  •  Ihe  nnell  of  strong  liquor,  to  wliicn  he  wu  nneccintonw. 
'  tie  waa  then  dreued  from  head  to  fi)Ott  and  had  A  ha^  put 
on  bit  bead*  with  which  he  did  not  seem  at  all  pleated,  but 
cot  a  very  awkward  fiffure,  and  teemed  uneaay.  The  ^utio 
Wat  then  ordered  to  play,  with  which  he  teemed  much  plmtr 

^    ed,  and  when  ttken  by  the  hand  would  leap  anid  oaiMB^ 

.  Finding  it  imnottible  to  bring  the  th^  to  anchor  thajt  ill9» 

Utcy  tent  off  the  Indian,  idlowing  him  to  kc^  all  he  hadPgo| 

'   itt  ordet  to  encoura^  the  rett  to  come  on  board.    1^^ 
what  was  really  surpnting,  he  had  no  mind  to  go  away,  and 
kxikcd  at  the  Dutch  with  regret,  li^ld  up  hit  handt  towardt' 
hit  native  island,  and  cried  in  a  loud  voice*  leveral  timet 
Odorega !  making  appear  by  tignt  that  he  would  much  r»- 
tiier  have  staid,  and  they  had  much  ado  to  get  him'  into  hi< 
canoe.    They  afterwards  imagined  he  callea  upon  hit  god%  . 
at  they  taw  abundance  of  idolt  Erected  on  the  coatt  when 
ih«y  tended.*- 
'  Next  morning  at  day-break,  the  thipt  entered  a  cove  or 

.  bay  on  the  S.  £.  tide  of  the  island,  when  man^  thoUtdnd*  ^  of 
the  inhabitants  came  down  to  meet  them,  briUffing  with  them 
vatt  quantities  of  fowlt  and  roots ;  and  raaUy  of  them  broug||{t 

■  tbeie  proviiiont  on  board,  while  the  rett  ran  backwardt  add 
Ibrwardt  on  the  shore,  like  to  many  wild  beaitt.  At  the' 
thips  drew  near,  the  islanders  crowded  down  to  the'thore  Jd 
get  a  better  view  of  them,  and  at  the  same  time  lighted  firei^ 
and  made  offerings  to  iheir  idols,  probably  to  implore  their 
protection  against  the  strangers.  All  that  day  the  Dutch 
^lent  in  gettmg  into  the  bay  and  mooring  their  ships.  Next 
morning  very  early,  the  islanders  were  observed  prostrating 
themtelvet  before' tbeir  idolt  towiurdt  the  riling  tun,  ana 
laaking  burnt  offeringt.  While  preparationt  were  making 
Ibr  tending,  the  friendly  native  who  hdd.  l)een  before  on 
hoard  came  a  tccond  time,  accompanied  by  many  others 
who  had  their  canoes  loaded  with  living  ^wls  and  roots 
.copkcd  after  their  manner,  as  if  to  make  themselves  wet- 

cone* 


3  It  will  be  afterwards  scon  in  tbe  modem  cireumnavigationi,  that  there 
ftc  several  gifiantic  statues*  having  a  distant  resemblance  to  tbe  huouai  fi. 
gurc,  on  this  i^nd,  which  are  perhaps  idladed  to  in  the  textw— £. 

*■  This  surely  is  a  jtrodigious  exaggeration«  as  the  island  is  utterly  inca* 
jif^ble  to  have  supported  any  cofifideratde  oym^  of  inhabitants,  ao^  th«fe 
is'not  any  oi^tier  <fvit!>te  IMD  iailes.--£. 
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eome.  Among  thb  4i;oop  of*  itlandon  there  wis  ono  mf$ 
pcvbetly  whiles  hnfttg  rataA  pondentt  in  hii  ears  ae  big  i^ 
•  nan's  firt.  m  ^ad  a  grate  decent  air,  and  waa  sappoaM 
to  be  a  prieit.  By  lome  aeoideht,  one  of  the  islands  iM«. 
ahot  dead  itf  bis  canoe  by  a  miiiket,  which  threw  the  whol« 
hijob  plrod%iotil'oonfbaion,  most  of  uierti  leaping  into  the  «w 
inivdet  to  gM  the  sooner  ashore;  while  die  rest  wbd-re^* 
mtSMHA  in  thdlr  canoes  paddled  away  With  all  their  might.' 
'  ^it)  "Dutch  presmtly  followed,  and  made  a  descent  wit^  , 
150  soldiers  ana  seamen,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  ConinMN  ' 
dore  Roggewein,  aotompanied  by  the  author  of  die  Tojrag^ 
who*  cionimanded  the  soldiers.  .The.  isUmders  crowdotl  s» 
dose  upon  th<nn  whUe  landing,  that  they  thought  it  i^ce»> 
aihr  to  make  tH«ir  way  by  forcei  especially  as  some  dr  tb*i 
if|nt«B  weN)  so  bdd  as  to  ky  hold  of  their  arms ;  ^^lh§ 
Dutch  accordingly  firtd,  when  a  great  number  of  (he  ilk 
kiders  were  riain,  amon^  whom  was  the  friendly  nUtive  who 
had  been  twice  aboard  ship.  This  frjghtened  and  dispefsed 
thfin-f  yet  iii  a  iew  minutes  thi*y  rallied  againi  but  did  not 
come  quite  so  near  the  strangers  as  before  keeping  at  the 
distance  of  about  ten  yards,  as  if  they  supposed  thatr  were 
su£pcient  to  OMure  dieir  safety  frcmi  the  muskets.-  Their 
caliiternatiotf  i#a><however  very  great,  anfl  they  howled  and 
lajpmied  disinally.''  After  all, ,  as  if  to  employ  every  passible 
i^jiiiittTr  mdlify  thrir  invadtnrs,  the  men,  women,  and  cfail- 
dfPi  piMene^- themselves  in  the  most  bumble  postures,  car- 
rpti^  bnpidies  of  palin  in  token  of  peace  and  submission* 
btinffing -plenty  of  provisions  of  all  kinds,  and  even  pointnig 
tor  tSrir  women,  ^ving  the  Dutch  to  understand  by  signe 
that  thes^  Were  enurely  at  their  disposal,  and  that  they  might 
cli^'ia  many  of  them  on  board  shi]>  as  they  thought  prooer* 
S^yften^  by  these  tokens  of  subttiission,  the  Dutch  did  tnea» 
np  &i|%er  harm,  but  matde  them  presents  of  ooral  b4i|M|puid 
\ing-glassee,  and  distributed  among  them  sixQr  jiirdi 
daiWv;  .'- 
l^  loiitives  howlbl^ooght  at  once  to  the  Dutch  about  500 
Vv^  flwl%  evei^  wajr  the  same  with  the  ordinaiy  peultiy^ 
Europe,  together  with  a  great  quantity  of  rea  and  white 
roots  andpotatoes,  which  these  islanders  use  instead  of 
bread.  They  br<Night  also  severid  hundred  sugli«<l|niciL 
ah4  1)^  giejit  quantii^  df  ftiaii%' "tvhic  are  a  sort  bf'dipi  at 
lairge  as  gwirqs  ce^vered  by  n  giae|»  rind,  the  pul^  of,  which 
ifi  Mi  iweet  as  honey.  The  lirov^  of  the  tree  on  whWh  th«e 
"  ■   '      • '  iigs 
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lg»  grow  are  ux  or  eight  feet  long  end  |breei^ad|,jMMl 
uert  are  loinetiinct  an  hundred  c(  ik*^  pmm$  on  ono 
bough.  The  Dutch  saw  no  quiulrupedf  of  any  kilter  yet 
nppoecd  there  might  he  cattle  and  other  bpaitt  in  the  ijiitf^ 
fior,  ai  on  shewing  lomt  hPg*  to  the  ii&nderi|  tbdigr  ^ 
meMcd  by  eigne  that  thej  hiul  seen  eoch  animals  beftweK 
Thej  vscd  poM  to  dress  their  meat  in;  and  it  nppitifpA 
that  evenriamilj or  tribe  amoqg  then^  dW!Plt  in  1^ Mipftfui^ 
iiillege.  The  huts  orcibins  compoeing  tl^  viUagea  twre 
66m  forty  to  sixty  feet  lopj^  faw  sixor^ei^t  leet  bfoadf 
mad*  of  upright  po|c%  having  the  intersticee  0U«d  up  witK 
loam  or  mt  earth,  and  covered  at  .topwJith  pahn  leavm* 
ThOT  drew  most  of  their  subsisleojBe  from  the  earth  b^  cul- 
tiwaaon*  the  land  being  portioned  out  into  sm^MltfunyMfcUP 
veigr  nefitly  divided  and,  stalled  o|it  Whilf  the  jJutcll-ii^ 
there;  ilmost  oil  the  fruits  and  ropte  were  i|J  full  ma^ityi 
am]  the  island  seemed  to  abound  in  good|  .things.  In.  tKip 
houifSB  there  were  not  many  moVeableSy  ajbd  thiOle  thfljfi  wt 
Wfve  of  no  vnTde,  except  spme  red  and  .white  quilts  or  dp^ 
whiob  sen^  them  in  the  day  for  mantles,  jind  at  Hfghft  for 
eoyerlets.  The  stuff  of  which  the«e  we^e  ;f!dmposea<i^t  aa 
loflk  as  si)k,  and  was  probably  of  their  own  manufactm!|. 
'  Tile  natives  of  this  island  wero  in  gcnei^J  a  fafiski  mid^t 
active*  well-made  people*  very  swifl  of 'fpot^"  ai}d  ie^  "  " 
sweet  tempers,  and  modest  dispositions,  but  ttopjrov 
fiunt-hearted}  for  whenever  they  brought  .i^Is  or  ^ 
provisions  to  the  Dutch»  the;^  threw  themseli^ee'Qn'L^, 
kneeS}  and  immediately  on  delivering  theiir  presente  retired 
\4  all  haste.  They  were  mostly  as  brawn-complexioned  9% 
'Spjpiards,  some  among  them  beinff  almost  black,  while 
'(MU^rs  were  wbite>  and  others  again  had  their  skins  CjpUM|y 
^|i|«]»'  :as  if  sun-burnt.  Tlieir  ears  hung  down  to  the}r  slioul* 
«3er%  and  some. had  large  white  ba^  hanging  to.themf 
whii^  they  seemed  to  c^onsider.as  a  gre^  ornamfiit*  .T)^' 
bodl«  were  painted  all  over  with  the  figures  of  bii^^MMl 
other  animiJsivn  some  mujch  better  exeqiitiB^ihan  on  o|^h^> 
Mlh9lc^om«Q  had  arti&pial  bloom  on^  their  ch^peki,.  Ipt  of 
■     ;■',    AJ'  :.  ,    :  i  amuch 
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'  ^ojiii  in  all  probability,  a  {fimctice  to  comrpon  tbroiidi  the  inhabi* 
tSnts  «  PolyneuiL  whicb  wiU  be  auniitely  described  in  an  amr  difision  of 
this  eoUeetioft.  It  may  suffice  ro  sky  at  preseiit,  tliat  tbis  dfeoorttion  is 
fonned  bv  pridttng  the  skin  witik  Ump  iostrumenu  till  it  jeil  bleeds,  and 
aftenMrainibbinft  some  colound  powiteis  into  the  pmcturea,  which  keve 
^i^lrtible  stains.— £1 
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•  much  d«9Mr  odiiMcm  than  it  known  in  Earope^  inri  tlip 
putdl  ooqld  not  diioov«r  whtt  this  ccdour  wm  compoifd  oC 
Thnr  wort  little  hati  on  their  head*  m«do  of  straw  or  recdi^ 
.  mid  bad  no  other  covering  than  the  quilts,  or  ronntles  forro- 
f  riy  mentioned.  *  The  women  wtra  by  no  means  extremely 
modest,  for  they  invited  the  Dutchmen  into  their  houses  bj 
jlgnsi  and  when  th«y  sat  by  diem  would  throw  off  the& 
am>ueSf  as  inviting  fiuniliarity.  -  It  is  very  singular  oftthose 
likmderSf  that  the  Dutch  saw  no  appearance  whateiror  of 
arms  amiong  them ;  but,  when  attacked,  they  fled  for  refuge 
to  their  idols,  numbers  of  which  weYo  erected  all  aking  the 
coast.  These  Idoje  ware  all  of  stone»  representing  the  fi- 
gures of  men  with:  great  ears,  their  heads  covered  by  tha 
representatipns  of  crowns ;  and  all  sq  nicely  proportioned, 

ad  so  highly  finished,  that  the  DuK^  were  much  amazed, 
any  of  the  inhabitants  seemed  to  bo  more  frequent  and 
more  aei^tti  worshippers  of  these  images  thaa  the  rest, 
which  induced  the  Dutch  to  believe  that  these  were  priests ; 
and  that  die  more  especially,  as  dieir  heads  weiW  closet  shaven, 
><tn  which  they  wore  caps  of  black  and  whittt  feathers,  'and 
they  had  large  white  balls  hanging  at  their  ears.        ^ ' 

No  }4>pearance  of  aovemment  of<  subordination  .iNp  ^4>- 
(|erv«4ifMnong.theee  isbnders,  and  eonsequendy  no  prteee  pr 
ujefliaving  dominion  over  the  rest.  The  old  people  wore 
"bonnets  made  of  feadiers  resembling  the  down  of  ostriches, 
ind  had  sdckis  in  their  hands.  In  some  of  the  houses,  the 
father  of  the  family  was  <XMerved  to  have  rule  over  all  jlttin* 
habitmitSft  and  was  obeyed  with  the  greatest  readiness.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Dutch  author  of  this  voyage,  this  island 
inight  be  setded  to  ^reat  advanti^,  as  the  air  vi  very  whole- 
some and  die  i^oil  rich ;  bein^  proper  fi^r  producing  iB!(^ip^  in 
the  low  huids,  and  its  higher  grounds  might  be  converted 
jntiO  vineyard*.  On  the  evening,  afler  returning  .0|i  board, 
Itoggewein  pix>posed  to  land  again  next  mornjng  with  a 
force  sufficient  u>>  make  a  strict  8urve,y  of  the  whQle  iskn^: 
But  during  the  night  there  arose  so  strong  a.west  win^.aa 
drove  them  from  their  anchors,  and  they  were  f9rce4  tiii  put 
^^1  to 
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'  •  *It  it  lel^  anbignotn  whsther  these  straw  hl^ts  and  mantles  Wilne  worn 
by  both  sexes,  or  confined  epiclusively  to  the  women.— £. 

'  A  disiertal^  ii  hire  omitted  on  a  fancied  migration  of  storkft  an> 
latmXfy  from  Bd^MRi  ta  this  iiland  and  others  in  the  Soutb>iiee,  as  high  a» 
far.  40^  and  flO^&ttMel^  because  the  Dut«li  thought  the  fbfli^  these 
eapsiestmbledtlioseefttorki.— £.  ' 


•,    .  •-'••     , 


iK^n^Mi.. 


i' 


t    :    ■ 


t 


ftf  Surtjf  Circwtuuiv^aH'iiu,        partii.^ookit. 

t»iM»  to  ftToid  being  shipwrecked.  After  this  misfortuttey 
they  cruised  for  sMne  time  in  the  samo  kaitude^  seeking  in 
vain  for  the  lend  discovered  by  Daviis  on  which  Roggewein 
determined  to  beer  away  for  the  Bad  Sea  of  Sehouttttt  keep> 
ing  always  a  west  course,  in  hopes  of  discovering  some  new 
land.  Ill  this  course,  thoy  soon  found  themsdves  in  th« 
height  of  the  island  discovered  by  Schonten  in  1615,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Bad'wuttr,  because  all  its  waters  wer» 
bri^kishi  but,  by  changing  their  course^  they  ran  900 
leagues  out  of  their  way,  and  at  leaet  140  lenguee  farther 
than  Schonten. 

In  this  wkie  sea,  Roggewein  sailed  upwards  of  800  leaguea 
widiout  seeing  land,  though  he  frequently  varied  his  course. 
At  length,  when  in  let.  IS*  SC  8.  they  discoveripd  a  veiv 
low  island,  the  coast  of  which  was  covered  with  a  deep  yel- 
low-coloured sand,  having  in  the  middle  of  the  ishind  a  kind 
of  pond,  lake,  or  lagoon.  All  the  principal  offlcere'were  of 
opinion  that  this  ifas  the  island  to  which  Schonten  gave  the 
name  of  i>(^  island,  atid  did  not  therefore  think  it  necessary 
to  go  on  shore  for  mora  particular  examination.  *  Tlie  au- 
thor of  this  voyage  was  of  a  difletent  opinion,  conceiving  it  a 
new  discovery,  and  calling  it  Cartihoff,  *  which  he  says  is  in 
lat.  10*  45'  S.  and  Ions.  ilbO«.  He  describes  it  as  a  low  flat 
islatid  of  about  three  leagues  in  extent,  having  a  lake  In  tbf 
middle. 

Leaving  this  island,  the  wind  came  about  to  the  S.  W.  a 
sign  that  they  were  near  some  coast,  which  had  changed  the 
current  of  the  air;  and  by  this  alteration  of  wind  Aey  were 
driven  among  some  small  island*,  where  they  found  them* 
selves  considerably  embarrassed.  In  this  situation  die  Afri* 
can  Ciidley  led  the  way  for  the  rest,  as  sailing  best  and  draw- 
ing leaiit  water ;  but  she  soon  found  herselt  in  such  danger» 
that  thef  fired  repeated  guns  of  distress,  on  which  the  oUier 
two  ships  hastened  to  her  assistance,  when  they  found  her 
isCilfA  so  fast  between  two  rocks  that  it  was  impossible  to  get 
her  o£S  add  were  only  able  to  save  her  people.  Roused  l>y 
the  noise  of  the  signal  guns,  the  natives  of  the  surrounding 

iskuuu 

,  *  In  modsni  geography  Dog  ialand  U  placed  in  lit  U"  10'  S.  kxig.  1S7* 
iff  W.  from  Greenwid).— £. 

»  CarhbofTii  Isid  down  by  ArrowuniUi  in  bit  Ift^  45*3.  as  In  the  text, 
and  long.  140^  £8r  W.  The  fint  meridian  used  for  the  long^e  in  the 
t^  is'quita  iecipliosble,  and  was  probably  —awed  ob  very  erfqeeees 
computation.   It  is  190  marine  Icaguqi  due  wett^ftsm  Dog  iskuid.— S. 
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Watidt  kindlod  naoy  flret  on  tlwir  hUk^  and  floekad  In 
crowds  to  th«  oooHi ;  and  th«  Datcht  not  knowing  what 
■nlgbt  ba  tbair  daaigos  in  tite  darlaia«  of  the  night  and  id 
the  midft  of  thdr  own  confusion,  flrad  upon  th«n  withooC 
ceremony,  that  they  might  have  as  few  dangefs  aa  jpossible 
to  dsal  with  at  one  time.  In  the  nioroing  as  soon  aa  k  waa 
Ugfat,  ther  had  a  clear  tiew  of  the  danger  all  the  ships  had 
been  in  during  the  darkness  of  the  past  night,  finding  theaa- 
selves  envhroned  on  ail  sides  by  four  islands,  with  aeonttniNd 
ohain  of  steep  rocks,  and  so  cUmc  together  that  they  could 
hardlv  discern  the  channel  by  Which  they  had  got  in,  so  that 
Uieynad  much  reason  to  ble  thankful  for  having  been  so 
wonderftilly  preserved  in  the  midst  of  so  much  dangef.  On 
this  occasion  only  one  seaman  was  lost,  who  bdonged  to  tho 
Tienhoven^  and  who»  in  his  eagerness  to  go  to  suooour  hie 
friends,  dropt  overboard  and  was  drownedt 

The  danger  was  by  no  means  over  as  soon  as  discoVerad# 
as  it  cost  the  Dutch  no  less  than  five  days  to  oKtricatO  them- 
selves from  their  perilous  situation,  during  which  time  the 
commodore  was  separated  from  the  Tienhoven,  and  remains 
ed  ignorant  of  the.fiite  of  the  African.  At  length,  the  boat 
of  the  Tianhoven«  having  sailed  all  round  the  map  of  ia» 
fauids,  bropq|;ht  information  that  the  crew  of  the  African  had 

Sot  saft  on  shore;  and  that  the  natives,  after  being  once 
red  on,  had  retired  into  the  interior  in  all  haste.  Rogge* 
wein  now  sent  his  boat  to  bring  oflPall  those  who  had  got  on 
shore  i  and  on  mustering  the  crew  of  the  African  on  Doard 
the  Eagle,, it  appeared  mat  a  ({uarter-master  and  four  sea^ 
men  were  missmg.  On  enquiry,  it  was  found  that  these 
men  had  choken  to  remabi  on  the  island,  as  they  had  muti<» 
nied  against  their  officers  on  getdna  ashore^  beeause  thmr 
had  interposed  to  prevent  them  from  aillinff  each  other  witn 
thdr  knives,  and  Captain  Rosenthall  had  threatened  to  have 
them  all  put  to  death  when  he  got  them  aboard  the  com" 
modor^  wherefore  they  had  fled  to  avoid  punishment*  Biy 
inff  unwilling  to  lose  them,  the  commodore  sent  the  anthoi' 
ofthis  narri^ve  with  a  detachment  oftoM&tn  to  bring  them 
awav,  but  he  was  unable  to  succeed. 
,  1  hese  islands  are  situated  between  the  latitudes  of  1  tf"  and 
16*  S.  about  twelve  leaguea  ipsst  from  Carlsho£^**  each  of 
-  TOL.XI.  o  then 
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***  PenuciMM  isisiidlsi  sioiott  csrtaiBli  the  Mia^sww  Iduds  ef  tlM^^ 
«rs  placed  in  lat  ir  y  8.  aod  long.  140*  90*  W.  about  SO  lesgues  w,  hy 
^.  frodit  Carliho^  by  ArrovsiaUh.->£. 
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Ahcra jqspeoiriiig  lobis  imror five  leigves in  faoiiipMW.  Hwl 
«D  wbien  the  AfHcan  wot  akijpWfacked  was  mmed  MiieM»' 
tmitt  hkmlt  the  two  neat  it  tlw  Brothen,  and  the  femth  the 
iSUtar,  AUfbur  ishndt  wem  bcMitifiiUy  verdad^  and  abounA- 
•#d  ia  fine  tall  tieok  e^edallj  coeoai ;  and  the  cvfwt  found 
•awtorial  benefit  while  here  bjr  lefireihing  themtelvcs  oh  the 
Mgielablc  prodnctione  of  dieie  i«landi»  by  which  manyof 
Imm  were  lurpmingly  recovered  fixMi  the.  scurvy.  The 
Dtch  fiNnd  here  vast  quantities  of  muide%'  oooUet,  nethtiph 
oCipearK  a»»d  pearl«ayslers»  which  gave  reason  to  expect  thit 
.a>  valuable  pearl  fidiery  night  have  been  established  here. 
These  islande  are  extreniely  loW|  so  that  some  ports  of  them 
■inst.be  firoqoentty  overflowed;  but  the  inhabitants  have 
•pUnty  of  stout  canoes,  as  also  stout  barks  provided  wiik 
•ails. and  cables;  and  the  Dutch  found  several  pieces  of 
rope  on  the  shores  Utat  seemed  made  of  hemp.  The  nativce 
.wiere.  of  extraordinary  size,  all  their  bodies  being  painted 
|or  iniooed^  with  many  colours,  and  had  mostly  long  black 
«airt  thou^  some  had  brown  hair  even  iuclined  towards 
«ed.  They  were  armed  widi  pikes  or  lances  eighteen  or 
twenty  feet  longv  and  Icept  in  bodies  of  fiftv  or  an  hundred 
togelher,  endeavouring  to  entice  the  Dutcn  to  ibllow  them 
into  the  interior,  as  if  to  draw  them  into  an  ambuscade^  on 
Bupposo  to  be  revenged  for  the  loss  they  had  sustained  by  tlm 
flcing  on  the  n*ght  of  the  shipwredc. 
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Skction  v. 

CoKtinuuHou  of  the.  Vo^e  after  the  Lota  of  the  JJtieMMt  le 
the  Jrrieai  oj  Mggeaein  at  New  Britain. 

*   .     '.  - 

Ths  next  monii^  after  leaving  Milehievous  idandy  they 
a  new  ishmd  eight  lea^^ues  to  the  west,  to  «4iick  tliey 
)  the  name  of  Aurora  island,  because  observed  first  at 
of  day.  At  this  tinte  the  TIenhoven  was  so  near, 
llmt  if  the  saa  had  risen  half  an  hour  later,  she  must  have 
shared  the  same  fate  with  the  Albican,  ae  she  was  withia 
cannon>siu>t  of  the  shore  when  the  danger  was  perceived^ 
and  she  then-  tacked-and  esci^cd  with  considerable  difficuUv* 
The  frioht  which  this  occasioned  produced  a  mutiny,  m 
which  aU  the  seamen  insisted  with  the  commodore  either  to 
TetHfB  ianodiileNr,  or#o  giM  then  lecttritj  lor  payment  of 
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ihciir  wiguh  £*  <«<!  th«y  ibonld  bt  lo  nnfeirfuJiMlii  m  to  fof* 
1^  thipwNck*  Thit  veqwtl  <ieeiiied  jail  and  veMonabli^ 
benig  dtily  en^powd  to  racMiive  fiitigue  in  these  itonny  aad 
unknown  t$m,  Mid  at  th«  aana  tlnM  ran  the  hazard  of  Idtinft 
•11  the  reward  of  tlieir  labouM,  aa  it  is  the  euitom  hi  HoUana 
that  Uie  iMQniea  loee  ibeir  wagct  if  the  ship'lt  lost  f H  which 
tbev  sail.  The  commodore  liitened  to  their  edmphdnti 
with  much  humanity^  and  immediately  gaih  them  asmfaiiee 
upon  oath,  that  they  fthrakl  have  their  wafles  to  the  uttef«» 
most  farthing,  ahd  kept  his  promise  with  tne  ntmoM  exadS^- 
nem ;  ibr,  though  the  African  was  lost  before  and  both  the 
other  ships  were  condemned  at  Batavla,  yet  every  ohe  of 
their  respective  crews  received  Iheir  full  wages  on  their  arrl^ 
val  at  Amsterdam. 

Theiskmd  ot  Aurora  wu  about  four  leagues  in  extent,  tht 
whole  being  covered  with  delightful  vermiret  and  adorned 
with  lofty  trees  interspersed  with  smaller  v;^A>d :  But,  as  the 
coflikt  wa»  found  to  be  all  foul  and  rocky,  Uiey  left  this  island 
also  without  kmding.  Towards  evening  of  the  sariie  day» 
tibey  had  sight  of  another  island,  to  whieh  therefore  th^ 
gave  the  name  of  Vmper»  ■  This  was  about  twelvfi  Ich^fitk 
m  ^ircaity  all  kiw  land,  yet  verdant  and  cohtalnfaig  iablMid^ 
aaoe  of  trees  of  vadous  sorts.  Continuing  thdr  course  M 
the  west  in  about  the  latitude  of  10°S.  they  next  morning 
diKfovered  another  country ;  and,  as  it  was  covered  wItS 
smoke,  they  concluded  it  was  inhabited,  and  madetheitedl 
sail- 16  come  to  it,  in  hopes  of  procuring  refreshments.  Ott 
approaching  nearer,  some  of  the  inhabitants  were  seen  dl^ 
verting  themselves  off  the  cdast  in  their  canoes.  They  also 
perceived  by  degrees,  that  what  they  had  at  first  si^pposed 
to  be  oae  eountry  or  large  island,  was  in  reality  abundance 
of  islands  standing  close  together,  am6ng  which  th^  had 
now  entered  so  fiir,  that  they  foimd  it  mlBcult  to  get  out 
agAin.  In  this  situation,  a  man  was  sent  to  the  raast>head 
to  look  out  for  a  passage,  and  as  the  weather  was  quite  se^ 
ren^  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  out  onoe  more'  into 
the  open  sea  without  injury ;  although  in  passil^  by  several 
steep  ranges  of  rocks,  they  had  reason  to  consider  this  aS  a 
great  deliverance.    There  were  six  of  these  islands,  rt»eed» 

ing^ 


*  Aurora  and  Vesper  ue  called  in  modern 
PaUiur's  Isiandi,  in  lat.  W  SV  8.  ebout  10  Isf^wsB 
Islands.— £• 
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ui^yhmvi0sA  (lid  pleMMit  in  apfM^aOoc^  v1;M|kiIla«dbv 
fWtUa  not  l»e  IcH  than  thirty  leagnw  in  oireiiiiilereooe.  TTbew 
iKirtalMwt  twenty-five  l«igii««>wwt  from  MiichievOai  iibai4 
fHidtbi  J^tttcb  called  thetn  the  Li^^nnih,*  having  dificultly 
jgol  d^  of  tlMW  lyy  numeroua  taeu* 

iks  It  wp>  vevy  diMig^iroiis  |(»  anchor  on  th0  coast,  and  at 
none  of  the  inhabitpnti  cave  off  in  theit  canoei,  the  Patdi 
did  net  think  fil^  to  make  any  sta^«  jbqt  continyed  •till  a 
vestern  €CMurse>  and  in  a  finr  dayi  ducoverad  attotlier<i«UMid, 
mhim  ait  a  ditMoce  apneared  very  high  and  heattUfiiL;  1^^ 
«n: apearer appioadi they.lpand  no  ground ibr anchorage^ 
and  the  ooaat  appeared  ■anicky  that  they  were  afraid  to  ven« 
tme  nejBr.  Each  ihip.therdlbre  embartoBd  iwentyrfive.  4ie|i 
in  their  boats,  in  order  to  make  a  descent.  The  nativpAO 
•doner  perei^ved  their  deuj|;nthiinth«;v  came  down,  in  crowds 
tA  the  ooa«t  jto.  oppose  their  landings  hoing  armed  with  long 

Er%.w}|ich  tiiey  spon  shewed  they  knew  how  tp  ^se  to  the 
adfAPtige,    When  the  boots  di^w  near,  the.  shore  waa 
d  to  be  so.  stem  and  rocky,  that. the  bftrnts  could  noi 
oome  to  land,  on  wnich  most  of  the  sailors,  nent  iaio-ihe 
.jpratitf  with  their  arms  in  theic  hands,  having;  some  oMiUea 
fit.lbr, presents  to  the  natives  4ied  upon  their  hea<jhi;.  while 
J^hose  who  remained  in  the  boats  kept  up  a  continual  fir^  to 
d^air  th^  shore.    This  expedient  suoceeded,  and  the  efeaoiiAi 
-gql  apboi«  without  muf^h  resistance  from  thesativjMb  il^j» 
were  frightened  by  the  fire  of  the  musquetry^  and  JVtupiBd  ttb 
the  mountains,  but  came  down  again. as  soon  as  thft  0iitiik 
ceased  firing,  .-4    . . 

,  Qn  the  return  of  the  islanders,  the  Dutch  who  had  lalWMl 
shewed  them  small  mirrors,  beads,  and  other  bautdes^  mmI 
the  pecMple  came  up  to  thenfi  nrithout  fe^r,  took  th^  prasents^ 
pnd  sudkred  them,  to  search  where  they  plesaed  wr.herba 
md  sailadiiig  foc^^e  sick.  Tbej^  fpund  abuodanee  nf  thsve^ 
and  /»9n  filled  twelve  jacks,  six  for  the  £ac^e  and  ^  %f  Hie 
^ieBJMiyeu,  the  inhitbit^ts  even  afsisting  U)em  1^  shewing 
than  the  best  sprts*  They  c^ried  their4;argQ  ctf^  greens  im- 
mediately on  board,  which  wer^  more  acceptable  to  the  sick 
j^an  if  thc^  had  Wpnght  them  >•  muph  gokl  and  silver. 
l^ptt^B^QPmg awger  Dody of ip0 were  pniered fm ahorc^ 

-v:;  ,!;)■  '■   .,.    .  both 

„  *  PerhMs  Prioce  of  Walss'  islands  are  heie  alluded  ttf,  {n  kt  IS"  iff  S. 
»n|ilong<  Hb"  6'  W.  about  4Q  nairine  Ic^es  W,N.W.  frtwi  Penuf»Qus 
iglidids.-^£. 
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hotfl  on  vdrj^trntb  fUfatf  .  utiM  indio  mwttin*  tbe jdmlb 

jor  flhMf  of  •  cdoiideribk  iMnttliMiit  of  trHik«C%  »liMI>^bo 
nedtfld  «llb  on'  tw  of  liMUflhffinoe«i4'<llldaiiH^^  i^^  Hd 
iMtpraniM  niicfa  jBobd  in  iMr  lUttre  Jnltroonf9#»  jrcft  iMtt 
llw^jDttldi  m  oonsid«iibl»  quwli^  of  eM>»;mitirin:f«tim)i 
^triMwmtt  vtry  agreMble.,tp  UMm  in  wr  ni«Mn|.ioinninH 
■tanoea;  The  diief  wm  iiiatiiiguWi«l4  ftom  tM  oi^inarjr  |n-« 
liabitnifi  bv  wearing  Tariom  ordanMnla  of  pearly  ^aa  #M9 
judged  to  the  mine  of  600  eorim,  or  X».04  ateriing.  Xba 
women  of  the  island  aeemedtn^t^mirt  ;the  white  BHi*  meiriHt 
and aimoat adfled  ihem  witheaiwui ;  0iit  t|M».imi|iU tm* 
pk)^  toJiUI  th^DiiMhJnt»««enrityt  thati»<be  pkiffoa^fid 
by  tho  nMDffbr  their  dit*xattiiiarmi^^,mi(«^m0^fimm. 
ceedn./.  .  ■  ••'  .   ■  'I'yid'!  ,i'AlMm'ih^ 

i  iWben thaDnteh hadlfiiled:tiRen^flaGh»!#ith gveanm «»> 
afdvinded  farther  into  theeoiintryi  till  they,  cnmo  to  the  lop 
of  tone  Bteep  rock«i  wluck  hung  over  n  hm  •id'djMp  val^^ 
1^,  the  natives  going  both  before  and  bmind'th0miqaitii^ 
nttsnipcdled  of  any  evil  ini(Hation.  At  rlei^|t|i^  thinkinytliey 
had»the  Dutch  at  an  adtanUii^  .thenatifeainddonJIy  <ittitlea 
thenhf  and  soon  after  pr^ii^iouaniAibliis  Mmm  fHQPiaqf  ont 
fttenicafves^andi  hMba  inlJie^oekav  and  auriiwiMieditllB  tmdik 
on  aif«ide%  while  they  inimedilitely  fornud ia  okMooader  f^ 
dafoaee^;  ^he  chief  or  lung  then  janade  a  aignal  for  Che  DnliEili: 
to  Ireep  off,  but  as  th^eq^Unoed  to  advance^  tbodiiaf!aaiMt 
•  signal  of  battle^  which  was  instiuitl^  Ibllewedi  bf.«p!todi» 
gie«iiJllKiwer  of  atones*  The  Dutch  in  cetom  aumi  a  gea»>, 
ml  diaiAai^  of  their  lire  arms,  whidi  did  great  eyeciitionn> 
and  this  chief  was  among  the  firstwhol^.  .Yet  the  islandeni 
eontihned  to  throw  stottes  with  greats  fnry,  so  that  nuiit  of 
the  Dutch  were  soon  woilnd^  aiw  ahnoatdifiible<^  on  whidi 
thev  MtirlBd  u^der  shdter  of  a  rod*  whence  the^  fired  ^itK 
aach'iadooess  that  great  nnnibi^  of  the  isku)ders  were  slaiq^' 
They  still  obrtinatdy  maintained  their  ground«,a>nd  Uie  Diptcil, 
were  1^  ]ast.fi>r«ed  to  reCirtnt,  having  some  of,  their  numbty 
kQledi  and.agre^  many  wetinded»  most' of  whcnn  died.no( 
long  tSter,  in  consequence  of  their  scorbutical  habit  of  body» 
in  spite  of  every  care.  As  soon  as  thev  could  disenmuje 
themselves  from  the  enebiy»  the  Dutch  retuedtti  bosod  mip, 
carrying  wldi  them  thtf  sacks  of  greens  wfaudi  the^  had  ga- 
thered*    This  rencounter  had  so  grea$  an  e^ict  on  the 


fei. 


""iWMWSr  «»- 


■M 


mm^  |Nf%MIMi«poii  «>  iMktt  ^dmmiiom  thimpu  '  ^ 
^  i'lM'liaclllMd  i»  Ihit  MmnL  btftnv  Uii«  vnfoiiniMitB*  al* 

n^  ^tew;  flSfr.    ItJk  tMlt  tiMlv«  le«gu«i  In  mmptm 

lltijr,  'MUt^ttfinr  iMjlB^  lniM[<  ^bm  want  imti»»ni  li  tit 
cfa.^'Pi«  niMi  w«W'«if  liimto  dM>  bitt  i«^ 
•ilNk  Iriiwiiig  l(id»'1]liah^)ilitt  lliiigr'iaioiot 

dM  dMM^Ml  oiti^i  M«etfM<vitft3F  oonuiioti  iitoM  the  Jin 
^MMil^<  IM  ircM  firiiilM  tli  <M^,  Hike  tbii  ihhabitami  df 
SMUrlilieiid;  (ii#'HiMi  wtairing  «  kiad  of  ntt<woiik  t«Hki|d 
their  midiUei^  which  they  stick  up  between  their  I^.  Tb* 
mmtmtik  «iitli*dk  edfwvd %« IdQd  4»f  luuttln  of  dieir 
;MlbiiMa«M«re^  tBe  etufftifwhidi  to  the  tight  and  «gaib^ 
itelW^yik  |t{«iMl  ihiy  iMu>  toi«  •tntMM  ^ptftrtetbbat 
rtmjiirilb'eiifliilxttk  ^  -^^' .  :><  i^'^  ■  y  -^ 

-illmMlk  ilMBiil^^iJioMr  toe«Uflo^ 
ft»lh#  toiof  tlitt^  •knd^^btfbt*  btodepartim  held  n  titiMi 
df  ld»^d|Be«l%  in  whldE  he  itated  m  imtraBtipiw^  whidi 
#i^^-^iiolHil9e««nr  of  inMrtanbiy  oMrid  be  mide  iaikt 
ll^ldtt  itiid  kiiigicttite  in  vNiioh  t^r  «ben  weit^  .thin  fab 
dMf  nmtn  hotte.  Anno  of  the  donncil  were  xnuchi^  lelw: 
iliMiAkMi  Md  ««ttiowitnled^  Thel  huting  iI|tie4«,gMii 
e^'ftVi  ttil  met  with  «iidh  iMioM^ifMnent  to  hote  6t;di«u 
c6«*erie*  «r  gftM  taottanetM  they  thought  It  would  tatoif  « 
«rMitdripirlli|iotloprpteed.  l^thii  ItogoMMlii  m»« 
i|(  '^TlHlt  tkey  lind  no#  been  out  ten  momns,  hit^nji 
Ii'lte%k9«ge  tO'flMke  to  thoEMt  Indiei;  th«tprov£^ 
JMMihtfijM  fi^gfw#MMy«b  aAd^^'i^  ei^  that  dvietewa 
^itm  iimdjf  Umixhid^^  In  niimber,  and  the  vat^ 
ithmt  In  io  wcilk  kiootadllioiv  ithM  if  twenty  mete  wmto  to 
di#ll^  ikfi  li«k,  th0M  wttirid  net  tie  a  toffeient  number  i»> 
dwinhig  ii^nif^tatO'bbth  4iip^  lltetrtte  reaMOf  hcment, 
^  thb  MiBiMi  l>?  Ilie  anther  of  ihiivoyagi^  vim  the  anxieq^ 


1  -rK  nnoi?  's^  •'  .it,;' J 


v*  ?</  Gs;. 


MT  W.  The KM^HMto  in  li»|/iN(t  {•  iwj^pMile  qp  enj  «upiMMitioib--'e, 
^^Tte/deOi  fnM  Soutlitea  idfuidi  ii  a  sulwUQce  in  a  great  nfcMure 
pi(yMiBg {NMr.  oomMNd^the inner  tmA of  tiie napW^^ itiulbehy,  tte 

Hmi  or  wotdi  will  be  lAnwuds  d«taih|d  in  the  nmntjvn  of  the 

I  jciicwmBaTigaton^— B. 
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«r!gH  flD%tii»fi«ft  i^iU«.liffcra«hr«hiM  af  the  i 

iktMitaft    8ipifr«C<lMtfton«|lpaMdthb«iDtiin.l#Ae 

ih«i^iMfltMr  •t'llto  land  -Mliinfcd  hf  irtdinaod  ib  QiiiBa^ 
fiMMri  iHiicIl  tlM]r  oonUf  uaA  nom  U  maap  fifm  ito  k 
ihtunh  ^Elief  inmtad  thatil  wm  Irvoag  If  AMiof  i 
toiln  Ewt  &idM%  that  b«ihfr4ifattfy  eonm^M  thtf  i 
^4«ir iMtractiMis :  Aad-tMt  btcamimmjjr ; in; thfr i 
weitani  oonne,  thenr  could  niofr  l|iiio  fiill  inwiib  lomft  i»> 
Indk  wfacvo  thcgr  aught  land  afeni  procilrorflfipcdiflMnt%'«»> 
waWihig^  qn  Aote  tili  att  iheir  Mok  men  ii«#e  veeofbndt  aai 
iNalMM^  ibrli«»>ddiMi4  .th«u*I^Nii  ^list  the  nMinM^  M 
thii  M&  OMlpUad  arilfaft  thay  laid  <iM7;mi8hiAftemiaifl*«»> 
Inni hoaaa bjr to aaHam jpiwiik i  ai4> hy twFiPg tlaM»>ni|^ 
^tt^ttbuHtytaaitflMt  tti^ditobvaiite  on  tlbiali^^^tJia^  ««i*  MJplb 
>  ->'  Thdw  reaioaa  woea  Uitttiad  lo  with  paltenot  «^  mik^ 
iMfcihadnotUiawBi||htlh^4aiertfld;  and  a KiaohitioB imii 
iiilmd  to  continlie  thoir  course  for  Nettr  Britaiik  and  M«r 
Cknnaiki  and  thadcalD  thoBial  Indlia,  byway  of  4h*  lia* 
hKcai^  being  in  hopea  |M>  woeara  thcratn/iDnpIy  <tf  p>Mi» 
Mom  and  acoeiiaaia%.  tojniiiW  with  «  saftaferrieaiant  offmmn 
ne%  in  aaai  thay  ahouU  ihen  be  tea  wiaaH Jbrnaif igalii^ 
tMr ehipa JMRMto  Eantoe.  In oone^aelMe pT thia  reKAn* 
HMH^'to  MMt waa  tmt  M  all  hdpa  off viiifi^  tba  land  of  Qni* 
f|l^  wblAr^lha  baii  eeainen  oiL  haanl  thonghl  night  ba«i 
hili  latily  dJieovaaadr  oaUed  bir  hiaiMd  ToM  the  Jda^A 
tf  Bolmm^imitA  vefwrted  to  be  beantiiil  and  fti^  niid 
ftuindmgijn gold^iUver,  piicd«ii sfeooe% Mid ^iees.*  > 
'■  -X«aidng  tfaf  iiinttd  off  menaiitm,  Rdggawttd  <ileeradj« 
aaunio  towaidi  the  N.  W.  pntsnabt  to  the  reiohition  of  th4 
eooa^l^ IncMer to gM into iha ktitnda of.Near fiMtaiBi.  On. 
ibelbiidday,  in  IbL  Ifl*  6.  and  long.  S0*  tfc«r  diMMefed  aoi. 
leairaK  viahMda  whieh  appeared  very  baauliiil  ai  a  c^tanea# 
andt  ei  It  neirar  qypraacii^  niera  aaen  to  be  wdiphmted  wilh 
att  aorta:  of  traa^  and  prodncad  keabe^j  com)  luid  vooCB:  m 
gt«a|  plenty^  lb  wbidi/  thef  gave  the  name  oi  Bmmmfm 
mkniti  after  the  captaid  of  the  TietfhoTen,  by  vchnii  thegp 
warQi  first  aaen.*  Aa  soon  at  thn  wore  aean  fay  tiw  Mtlia% 
•    '.*;  :  '■  '  '     ■■  '■:■■'..■  Utttf 

s  We  6ave  here  omitted  a  long,  uninteieitiag,  aa^  iaoondinhre  diiqui* 
•iUoo  on  the  ■upaated.T«tra  Autfndui  a«  idtogBther  fiMmded  oa  mkook* 
aonattderrp^i^.'''  ■. ^  •'^  ■••. ',•:  ■  .-..■.,••  ,,.j>, 

«  TheM  appear  to  have  been  the  moit  notOoAf  allie  flofilMy  Uiifi% 


4k$fmm»^kk  thtlr  duMM  to  ih«  iKiBi,  MMU%4di»?M» 
«oai>mrfl»  iMKiB%f|  •ndolhtr'NftMbRMOt^uirttuni'fer 
wliJBh  tilt  Dotoh  «v«  tham  mwH  iiiirron,4triogfror  boHk^ 
Md otlMT tvilM.  '!11mm iilmdiwtiv vNy fbHf ptophd*  •! 
JMiiy  thoaMuidi  of«ien  ami  woman  aaiiMdown  totba  iheiii 
to  vWUm  iUm^  OMMt  ti  tlM'  nttn'  being  armed  with  bow* 
md  Mtomi^-i'iimting the  raatt'^thajraaw ammaatio  panen^ 
tmB,  whoi  Aum^ paadbr^mahe  Wora»  and  the  honowra 
that  were  paid  hin»  -awidtntljr  appeared  to  bechiil'orldng 
«f  thowialandera.  Ufa  ptMon  soon  afterwarda  went  Into  n 
MWOi^  aeaonpanied  bf  a  ftiv  yonng  wonian>  who  nt  oloaa  < 
hf  hia  aidek  Mid  hiiNianoe  waa  imnmihitely  larroondod  by  n 
Mut  nnmber  of  othara,  which  aaemcd  intended'  ibr  hia  aaud; 
*  '  AU  the  inhabitanta  of  these  idanda-were  whitei  diiKn^g 
tmfy  from  Europeans  hi  being  svn-bomty  and  they  seemed « 

ahannlesa  good  aort  of  peoplei  of  brish  and  Uvdy  diqio» 
19,  bahaTfaig  to  eochother  with  muoh  civility*  and  shew- 
ing BO  MOearance  of  wildnesa  or  «a«a«neas  in  their  bofa» 
mSari  Ineir ^bodies  were  not  painted  Uke  those: of. the 
Mkoiders  they  bad-seen  hitherto^  bnt  very:  hamkonwly 
doathed  from  the  waist  downwards,  with  a  aiirt  of  silk  ifi»* 
gm  very  needy  ammgad.  On'their  heads  they  wore  haU  of 
H  voiy  neat^kwhing  stnl^  very  hirffe  and  wide  spreading^  in 
order  to  ke^  off  the  sun,  and  dieir  necks  were  adonrnd 
with  ooUars  or  gprknds  of  beandfid  odcHriferoiis  dowmfi 
Tho  iskmds  appeared  quite  charming,  being  agreeaUy  diie»t 
aified  widi  beautifttl  hflb  and  intermediate  vaUies.  SachA^ 
mily  or  tribe  appeared  to  have  ita<  separate  district,  and  ta 
compose  a  separate  government  or  conunnnity^  all  the  kod  * 
being  regularly  laid  out  into  regular  and  fiur  plantadona,^aa. 
had  formeriy  been  observed  at  Patcht  or  fioiler  ishuMi*  In  nli 
lenieetsk  tkie  natives  were  the  most  civiliaed  and  bmt.dbp»- 
aed  peojde  they^had  seen  in  the  South  Seas»  Instead  cC 
dbewii^  any )  terror  or  apprehension  at  the  arrival  of  dm 
DtttcK  the  natives  expressed  the  utmost  joy  and  aatisftotion^ 
treatinttthem  with  the  utmost  kindness  andjreq)ect»  and  ma* 
nifestea  the  most  sincere  and  disep  oonoem  at  their  i|epm1i?> 
nre*  Many  of  the  Dutch  akn  telt  a  similar  rcgre^  aoA 
would  have  been  wdl  pleased  to  have  made  a.longer  stay  in 
t|us  delightful  and  pWteous  country,  among  so  kind  a 

people^ 

ftwalt  V6  aiariM  lefgau,  or  91  defKSS  W.  Iqr  N.  from  |le(?«ati9i|  ifM^ 


;-» 


vmdI^  Mb  Inr  tti^btlp'or'  dM  mmHoM  mtfalMM  if  gralt 
SttZiiiM  #IUi  wkkb  ciMwgood  biMdifiirnMMilMCfll 
iktHk  tidtMOplevMld  bive  beiii  psrfeetly  i«M*«t«d  ll% 
!a«Mik  ^IiMM'iikiidahidilio  bartenfMiMiMefrait^  Mf 
IMiter  to  thoM  dity  M  ■wm  i*Mi;bcfiNrii  m  th«f«  wii  good 
tmthutm  •Inwft  #varv  where  aknig  their  coiit%  whert  llMjr 
tfide  ta  the  utviMl  uAity,  in  ftom  Meen  to  tweDhr  iiithoillM. 
4Si»niUlj  adfMilitteout  drmiinileiieet  ought  toMnrig^lfeAii- 
«ed  Eognwein  eikllifi  oflleera  to  heve  renuUned  IwivMigk 
er ;  botUieir  heedi  were  to  ihtt^  proceeding  for  die  Sett 
^indiei^  duitdiey  weite  Aerful  of  ndiMBg  dio  fiivouraM*  16011- 
40011}  widledK^ ellerwMdf  dieeovercA  lo  didr  coi^  diot 
thogr  i%t«  twD-SMndM  too  eufyv  *iaeteoa  nt  two  nodtM  tbo 
Jite.  ^  By  dde  indhcueec  ite|v  dicj^ioriikNid  di*  hoekh  ood 
eCfeogdi  of  ihelrorew  to  nMi  ii  deMecv.4iHit  they  wiere  eit 
lengui  hMrdlf«Ue>tbn«rif»te> their  iliiiM»-  and  «t  one  dne 
tiemdn  the  {MiM  of  bnrnnig  one  of  thehr  ihipib  thef  tiiegr 
wfaht  be  better  fible  to  nuuiage  the  other?  All  of  whicJi  in- 
comreniencM  night  have  been  avoided,  had  ftevembniped 
thie  op^rtniil^  aihided  them  bj  Divine  Phyvklenoeb  ai|i 
been  eoiitented  to  •remain  in  a  plaoe  of  eafcAjr,  ptBOlgrf  and 
pJeaMre,  tiH  their  siek  were  reeovered,  instead  o^wiUidlf 
eeddof  !new  dangen  which  they  were  to  Uttio  aUe  to.  e|ii> 
couttev*'' 

■  iJMving  Bowmaa's  idanda,  and  continuing  their  oonne 
towMPdi  the^N.W.  they  came  next  mornina  in  sight  of  two 
ishwdsj  whidh  they  todc  to  be  Coecot  and  iTreNtof^*  islands^' 
eo  eaUed  by  Sohoitfent  wlw  discQvered  them.  The  isUnd  of 
CSooCDs,  at  a  dtltanoe^  for  Rogmwdn  would  not  stop  to  ex- 
amine it,  seemed  vefy  high  Umd,  and  about  eight  leagoes  in 
eirattit.  The  other  seemed  much  low^,  composed  m  a  red 
aoiV'  and  destitute  of  trees.  They  soon  after  saw  two  other 
islands  of  large  extrat,  oneof  which  they  named  lUnhofoen,* 
and  the  other  Gromnguen ;  which  last  many  of  their  offioera 

were 


V 


f  ^  There  mmt  te  Iftn  an  enormoua  error  in  tht  text ;  Cocom  and  Trai> 
pri  wlaads  aM  almoat^rectlV  west  from  Recreation  island,  and  the  nor* 
tlMmoit  of  the  BbciMr  islands,'  nipiMMed  to  be  the  Bowman't  Usbda  «# 
the  tat,  and  not  JeH  aw  tS*>  lO*  author  west  than  these  hu^orsea  a»« 
I  IcagWM,  tfhich  couM  not  well  be  run  in  less  than  a  week  or  ten  digtSt 


*  HiaseiMm  pMbdbly  the  Fee-jee,  or  Bligh's  islands,  in  tat.  ir  9Xf  & 
|bagj^it|i>:  MC  W.  btit  toe  qvM|tive  is  too  incomplete  to  ascertain  this  anj) 
iHUiy  lollMr  points  with  anjr  tolieffable  certainty.— E. 
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^^P^PW  ^^W   OT^R^^^^  ^  WP 


,^ 


fiirfl  iInji  mp  Mil«wit  to  dimivth    Xji*  iilNidafiXttaM* 
All  jMuM  for  •;1iwqI*^  wiwoMt  wiwhing  iu  m^Mbi/Ot 

/««  y>yB<rfi»8  4br  m4w^  .  tbi*  itb^'  wHigtd  it  night  ^  m^ 

fill  lift  «nd  thiyidtoiddikH  Iav«  tnough)  lift  lo  «ar^ 
aki^  thuiff  «QAti)iii«ti.iii  llitit  «Qttna,  ththdbfcw  nit  dmifaft- 
j«gitVtl;t^gf  i)iq«lAiMoil!iw  (Iw  MiMB  fC  New  BriiMn  or 

HM  liWN^a^idlL  i li>»y,hiigaw  to  MMitW^iiBaiij^  o£  riMt*<cahni»> 
liflo^M^iWld  «WlM)iiat  Ibrbiw  Mliriirtwiiil  thoii  dtjiott^  ^ 
llitafprinf  b^Q  lo  ml  «iff  three,  Jmh^iov  At«  of  thoir  bail 
l(*»4i  clfttJy.  ^1  fijhia  time  nolfaiag  waa  tolie  acen  heiaidF 
-motkf.mntgdiog  with  we«pteMlUepMWb  tor  deediCtmiaiMe 
jttit  relievednrom  their  intolerable  distreu..  From,  ihtne 
iherearoae  lo  aboBMieehle  a  ,rteod^  ^  eten  thtM*  .Who 
iwr^s  yet  iCMind  oAoi  fiuntad  Mra^|iliia)ile  (a  entiene.ili 
Griei  and  fftoaas  were  inceHeiitlyheiivdiaii  all  porta  off  the 
a«lM>  alHi  tbc  light  pf  the  poor  diieaiod  jnretehea  iWhO ' 
atiu<^4e  tQ  erewl  abeiat»  excited,  honos  and  compai 
Spmtf  were  reduced  lo  jiwh  aaere  akelelooft  thai  thplr 
iMoqitid  to  cleave  U>  their  bonei,  andlheaebad.thls 
lied*  ihtt  they  graauWiy  tonsusMd  awey  wiihoai  yfim 
Olhefa  upre  awelled  out  to  aaoaatimw  lumb  ood  were  e»  too* 
Mealed  iH^tb  cxcnNiating  pam  aji  to  drive  them  to  fHruwa 
medneia.  Some  were  worn  away  by  the  dysentery,  and 
others  were  racked  with  excruciating  Iheumatism,  while 


othj^rs  Main  dragged  their  dead  limba  after  ,them,  having 
lost;  &el&i^  through  the  pi^fv..  To  theM  ntimeroua  and 
«99)p)icfi|ed  diseases  of  the  body*  manv  haqi  9iH)«»added  dun 
t^penitiiM  of  the  mind  An  anaheptiil  oC.lwenty»fifw 
years  old  cidled  out  oontkraally  to  be  baptitet^  aad  wlteir 
t^  with  a.  sneer  that  thene  was  no  paieon  qn  hgjird^  hf  tie- 
fi«me  (^oitB^  atid  died  wtth  greal  ftaigPdlWBo 
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MbMhl  fww irtMlt JUttI»  HKiMf rOttr  b«<i  fo  Mr  IHfWJk 
'hifiiriiile  oiliiff  w«rt  wdiieA^  iwfrM  off  in  |1m  ffUm  of 


'»'*  vj 


Ik*  nidlor  «f  tbu  vi«y«((»  ^CMMJifJly  <o  tbe  M  qtMf  m 
ibtirpipriiiom«4lidif  M|tiiie»lb«i|w^:orrap^  |bfl|r,binM4 
AA  of j^4Aiioii»  Mi4rfb9irt  iivwtff .  iat(D9Ura^  potiia*  >  DM 

irtil  i*  any  0119  Ai  ;«ilbf r  aliipk  liieniitlMr  0^  t^il  jmifffiirM 
ihetcwnry  t0  )mhm  44gnw  (httlMt  <i!^  won  •)!  IflimhUf 
ijtint  intenwd  nod  it)ow«ledf  ao4  hlibody  al|  omr;ooTefe4 
iiiUi  lurid  qwtt.  Even  rocb  w  were  reputed  in  besi  bealtlv 
were  low,  weekf  end  nuicb  efflictedwidi  thewi^n^  No* 
^buDg  ooald  effiwtiwUjr  relieve  or  e^en  •Deviate  their  ji^nev 
iojg(«,  except  freeli  meat,  vegetables,  jind  tweet  water*  M 
1«|^  it  pleaaed  Ood  40|i«tt  a  period.  lotli«»  DUieriei,  bf 
jl^ite  Ihem  eiglijt  of  tbe  ooaat  of  Nor  Britaim  tbe  joy  gf 
wbiobifiUed  the  sick  iwitb  new  «|>ifiJm.  and  encouraged  tbeif 
lAo  Were  «tyi  Able  to  m/vfe,  with  the  enliveniii^  hope  of 
iMde  more  reviMtiBg  their  native  land.  Oar  a^thor  waa 
lyiy  of  opinion,  :tb«t  if  th^  hud  been  man jf  day*  ipoginr  a$ 
•li^'.th«^  knuit  all  harve  perished  bv  the  contiQuaneeund  nen 
Mary  mcMMeof  the  viaeriee  which  they  midured,  wbid^ 
ma  deaoription  cMi  pofiibJIy  CKprcif  in  imy  thjug  lijk^  adeet' 
^^jiiatp tennis  -'':. 
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SicrioN  VI. 


JDaeription  of  New  BritaMrh  and  farther  Contimtathn  4^  thi 
Tcyfl^e  nil  the  Arrk^of  JSbtggapeinat  Java* 

'psm  cdttotiy  of  Ne^  Britain,  end  all  the  islands  In  i(». 
aeigjMboairhobiC  »  pojinnoaed  of  very  high  land,  lotumy  t^fhe, 
monntMns  hiding  iheiit  Jieada  in  the  clouds*  The  iea  ooosti 
^  iiofifteittt  boUi  pleewait  Mid  fertile  the  low  hmde  being 


i 


lOft 


Emfy't^kfiummHigMtioiu.       rAWttu 


idoMhid  te  perpaCual  vcffim^  and  the  tiOll  covfred  wHh  m 
▼Mitnr  oftiWMi  mcMtly  Miriiig  fruit  It  It  in  lat  batwvM 
4ritid  7*  8.'  Mid  both  b  ngird  to  rftttttiota  iImI  apfMur* 
•098^  no.oomitrjr  can  proiiiiw  b«tt«r  than  thii»    After 


conti^lialioB,  it  WM  moNid  torn  on  ibon  here  at  aU  ovliili^ 
thoigh  mm  m>  much  ninetabj  the  lolw<eaiitteiMd  liek- 
mm^  that  th#|r  could  hatdiljr  mniler  a  aiiiKicBt  nnmber  of 
men  froin  boto  sbipe  to  man  a  boati  and  leave  nwn  enooji^ 
in  ea9e  tht^  were  eut  c0i  to  navimie  oMe  Mp  hornet  Mqfo- 
eta||$heii^ev«ntoiab1floeoQe«irtheahl|ii.  Yet  inch  wM 
tfie  ardent  deeire  of  alt  to  get  on  ihore»  and  lo  m^ent  imh 
lh»n^ewityfor  thai  meisure^  that  it  appeared  indJmeairfbk 
i»'  veritnve  on  binding,  let  the  ^omeqneneee  be  what  Aef 
ttifflit  Acewrdin^,  ou^  audior  wai  etdeied  iato  the  boi|^ 
wiui  it  many  aaen  at  eould  be  spared*  with  ofdeie  toMl  da 
ebore  tfl  any  rate^  by^fbfar  meane  if  poieible,  and  witli  the 
C0n««iit  of  the  inhal^tant%  for  whom  he  caitied  a  gnit  num^ 
fteraff  biibleii  to  dlnribute  among  them  at  preicnte.  I( 
howefvr,  theie  hid  no  eflkti  he  wee  then  tb^ipe  Arc^ai 
the  oircuttHitancee  to  which  lh«y  weM  redncedf  made  it  aa  diw 
|ib)e<to  dwby  the  hondeof  barbariaili  iurfo})orishgva(|ui^ 
%  dieeaie  and  limine.  >  j.  ^^.^ul 

"  'ihi  newrer  they  drew  towarde  Ui«  coast,  the  more  weg^ 
weit  delighted  with  ite  appearance  as  giviiw  them  a  nearei; 
prospect  of  the  wished-for  refreshmente.  The  inbabitanCi 
came  down  In  multitudes  to  the  coast,  but  in  such  guise  m 
did  not  by  any  means  increase  their  satis&ction,  as  thsf) 
were  all  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  and  slinn,  and  demoeN 
^ated  sufliciently  b;^ -their  gestures  that  the  Dutch  were-  bgr 
aw  meapswekome  visitors,  and  that  they  were  not  to  exped 
bciite^rmitted  to  land  peaceably.  A|  thm  boat  approacfaedii  ^ 
the  uiore^  the  natives  seemed  to  become  frantic  with  dCqiaiiy 
Inade  frightiiil  fiwes,  tore  their  hair,  and  howled  in  a  horrible 
manner;  and  at  length,  as  borrowing  courage  from  the  in- 
.crease  of  danger,  ihey  hurried  into  their  canoes  and  put  off 
...  from 

'  No  aMOimt  is  given  of  this  vojage  ftem  Bowmaa's  idand%  perhqw 
the  Pee-jees,  as  already  mentioned,  to  New  Britain,  neither  indeed  is  it 
•njr  way  euKssed  on  what  purt  of  Now  Biitais  they  had  now  arrived. 
Tbiqp  probably  steered  a  course  N.W.  or  N.W.  by  W.  from  the  Peejees, 
and  f«H  in  with  the  N.E.  part  of  New  Britaia,  now  known  fi>  be  •  i^pai^ 
mte  island,  and  called  New  Ireland;  and  by  the  lower  latitude  msntJeacd. 
ip  the  ttttt,  they  appear  to  come  fir«  jt»  the  etstera  pert  j^^ew  ^(udje 
Ipt  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  thqr  vent  to  the  N.  or  8.<if  Soloano^ 
island.— £. 
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muM  XIII*  ficr.  vf.     Comtmim  JUggnMut. 

*am  the  shtiW  4Mlf  lo*Mft  ihiA  dM^K  tb«  MflVMUiMib 
wm  mid^fHj  mwfoidMa,  M  tbt  DuCoh  wMtiiM  ,Mc 
wqr  toWMdt  dti  kadi  tU  Mtit «»  diwhMiiffd  a  4^gkl  mTm^ 
ram  ■!  the  bwli  wMoh  thw  fbUoMd  by  thrDwUiff  iMf 
iDMie  wJsviUn*.  tftar  whieh  Umj  thrmr  in  «  ihom  aT 
ilflMS  ikuhngta  from  ilingi,  ConvinoMl  nov  iMi  Uiivt 
WM  nonlifaif  to  bt  truitwl  to  bm  fiurct,  tb«  Dutch  optiMd 
Ihalr  4r%  and  ktpt  it  up  with  raoh  eOMi  that  nuinjr  «f  tht 
nativai  wart  daiui  and  the  rrrf  «o  terrified,  that  greal/iwnp 
bare  «f  them  leapt  into  the  water  to  ewim  oahore,  and  il  hMl 
•0  the  fwnrisron  followed  the  example^  b;  tarnioff  the^  «»• 
noea  tawifde  the  land.  But  such  was  their  conration  and 
4hpMjr»^.that  thqr  were  now  unable  todl•Ul^{ui•hitha  mo» 
piT  phiinndb  by  wUoh  to  g>(baol(  to  the  ooaitk  bul  nuithem 
po  tfif.rocke  and  shoak  xhii  drcwmtanco  Biunan  doi- 
ted the  Dutch  of  all  hopes  of  being  able  to  attain  the  coast. 
.  While  thus  embarrassed,  there  arose  a  violent  storm,  of 
that  kind  which  the  Dutch  eall  /i^f,  a^d  which  in  the  east 
ji  named  a  ttifoQUg  which  usually  arises  suddenly  in  the 
midst  of  a  cafapn.  and  when  die  air  is  perfectly  dear  and  s»> 
renck  and  whic^  by  its  extreme  violence,  often  brinoa  the 
niasts  by  the  bonrd*  and  whirls  the  sails  into  the  air,  u  thcgr 
aim  no|  |arled  in  an  instant.  By  ibis  sudden  tempest,  the 
tiin*.sh^  were  fbrcedout  to  sea,  and  the  poor  people  in  the 
boat  weie  left  without  relief  ami  aknost  devoid  of  hMw.  llie 
Mat  WM  forced  on  a  sand-bank,  where  she  was  for  some 
tin«  so  beatmi  by  the  winds  and  waves,  that  there  seemed 
no  «hanoe  of  escaping  almost  instant  destruction.  But  de- 
spair often  lends  Btrragth  and  spirits  to  men  beyond  their 
ustt^l  powers;  and,,  by  dint  of  great  exertions^  they  drMged 
thcJup  boat  dear  dT the  iMmk,  and  got  to  land,  where  ^Tgot 
safe  on  shore  widiout  hurt,  but  almost  exhausted  by  fa- 
tkpie.  The  first  thing  they  did  was  to  look  on%for  some 
plaoe  of  retread  where  they  might  be  safe  from  any  sudden 
aanmlt  of  the  natives!  but  night  came  on  before  any  such 
codd  be  found)  so  that  they  were  forced  to  rest  contented 
with  making  a  fire  on  the  shor^  in  order  to  drr  and  warm 
th^msdves,  which  in  some  measure  revived  their  spirits. 
li%ie  %ht  of  the  fire  enabled  them  to  discov^  sevei<d  huts  or 
mpbs  of  the  ngUvea  in  the  neighbourhood  cfwktfff  they 
weie^  on  which  they  fdt  indined  to  examine  them,  but  found 
ndther  inhabitants  nor  household  goods  of  any  khid,  all  that 
.  Ihey.  met  with -woith-tahiig  «way  being  a  ftw  nets/ol  cnri> 

■.-..•  .♦  -         :u  --■  ottS 
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Eatl^  CiHtmmvig0liom»     rAwr  it.  womiPh 
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OM  woHMnmihlp.  Thty  tAto  mw  tbvndMiM  vi  i 
MMi  ta^  lM?inf  BO  batditli,  wm«  vmMv  to  mom  «t  tMf 
•f  tW  (Ml^  uid  Sad  to  pM»  •  RKMt  eoMftrtfiM  B^t;  dtn 
Hag'  irtHch  Ihty  were  ptrpctutllf  dhtotbed  md  ■kwM  hf 
Hi*  MchtAH  Moiie  of  the  nilWw  in  the  a^lolnidf  ««M% 
iKhmem&tj  minrally  coodudtd  that  wcm  ^twrf  biormM 
•boM  to  aflMk  iliMii.  About  midnigM  tiMj- kiBMl  a  ligBBl 
ftokii  tlM  ibipi,  wkteh  bod  bcttt  able  to  oobi*  biok  to  fhM 
part  of  tha  ooatt,  on  wMofa  ihiQr  tenwdkitoly  bll«<d'  m 
baai^  tfnd  bmnadfatoly  eonthnlad  thaif  ¥Miigt  along  Um 
ooail  oT  Neir  BritalD»  making  their  waV  Irith  aOMidcfilito 
difRcttlty  throogh  among  numarout  iilanm.  Thagr  BMMMihil 
part  or  tba  coast  on  wMcb  they  landed,  Stonlrnkd,  whMl 
aroa  prabjbly  the  Mme  called  SiiMter't  bttf  by  B8MplM>  mk 
aeeoBOt  of  tne  detterl^  of  the  naUvea  in  tlia  ntanagauiMit  of 
that  imtrument. 

Thh  country  of  New  Britain  saema  to  be  extianely  ht- 
tile»  ami  to  abound  in  flruita  of  namr  mrh.  The  iBBaMl* 
ants  ere  a  tall  well-made  peoole^  P*"*^  mnlattdea  iB'thell 
oomplextont,  with  long  black  liair  hanging  down  to  Ml 
waUtt,  being  extremely  ninMe  and  vigcSoMf  and  ao  dtfato^ 
rons  in  the  manaoement  of  their  weapons,  that  Is  all  prob# 
bilitY  they  live  in  a  state  of  continual  Warlato  With  thalt 
neighbours.  The  sea  alons  the  eoaat  is  studded  with  Btrtni»» 
rous  idands,  so  that  they  nad  great  diflleul^  in  gattUg  4 
passage  through  them. 

Notwkhstandinff  the  dangers  they  iiad  already  etpeilRlA 
oed,  they  resolredto  make  anotltcr  descent  upon  the  aoMl 
on  the  first  of^rtunity,  thougli  they  iiad  not  now  ten  man 
In  iMth  vessels  In  perfect  health,  but  their  necessities  ad^Ml^ 
led  of  no  other  remedy.  The  stook-Odi,  on  which  they  feM 
lived  Ibr  some  time  pasl^  was  now  so  fiill  of  worms,  and  stttttit 
so  aboUiiniMy,  that,  instead  of  eating  it,  they  were  iinaMft  to 
come  near  it;  The  officers  were  unable  now  to  pafiiQr  ^ 
Hf^r  with  stories  of  relief  in  the  East  Indkn,  for  they  ttlianli> 
ittcusfy  dedared  that  immiediato  death  on  shore  would  ha 
more  wdeome  than  Ihring  longer  at  sea  in  this  dreadAil  oerA 
dttion.  In  this  forlorn  condiooU  they  arrived  in  the  hu.  iif 
S«  S.  where  they  fortunately  fell  hi  v.  Ufa  the  islandis  of  M^n 
and^4i»iRM/  formerly  discovered  by  Sehonton,  and  h^  ^ 

dikiely 

•  n  b  imff  inpoMiMe  te  ai«fliiB  wlMSirihaiSarabsM  Maul,  altha 

jmUratioiM  o '  ttw  voyage  ars  so  entirely  vague.   In  the  indiosttd  latitude, 
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■pMI  MdMVWlrinff  to  pfi'KWV  NmT WMl 
llrflMmtlMlMlt^oirtlMMilliUMk^ 


fllMiif  tile  iMMMtll  «f  Um  t««  •hipg,  canM  knMMHlliNr  «ff 
ttt mtSt tlwfcii to tiwtf  manmt  af  whi-k  th«y  b» !  f^ndnjimm 
An  of  tlMM  ptopit  w«r«  aiiiMd  with  be«r«  mi ar- 
1  tiMir  mtiBM  and  akildrMii  but  ch«y  lnmu|lt 
will)  thtM  vwriovifvflvdiiiMBU  m  citea  wuto,  piHM%  bf  III- 
«Hmi  flg%  witb  ntiouv  otlMr  §nhf,  ami  diiercnt  IhWb  «f 
»oM%  MmiiwidirMlljr  to  the  iMm  witbovt  any  •iffnt  oTftar 
ordiftrofc.  ^Thd  Dutch  gava  tnain  snoh  kind  or  Crillfltai 
ih«r  k»:  L/  rny  of  prcMnt%  and  In  racnm  for  th«ie  i«- 
Im^ia^  ^.  '  .  o«  HMNring  more  of  theMk  "^and  glvluf  the 
V.^rtdc :-«  10  undentandf  bTiinnsi  that  tueh  waatho  meiw 
4^. .«''  they  had  to  ghra  in  barter  Ibr  left— hnwnt%  tfMjr 
looked  .<  than  oooHji  aa  if  thej  had  no  dedre  to  trade  for 
joeb  edauaodMcik    Next  dayi  however,  thmr  returned  with 

Kat  qnftntltiea  of  ritnikur  artkslea  of  provition ;  and  the 
toh  kafing  endisavonrod  to  expreai  bjr  f ignv  that  they 
wiihed  them  to  bringr  tome  |<%i»  the  natives  mistook  then* 
BManbgt  and  brouMt  two  or  three  doge  the  day  following^ 
to  the  gatat  diaappmntment  of  the  Datm. 

Theae  refretun^ti  were  very  leaionable^  and  g^adr 
anMUdod  the  health  of  many  of  iiw  aiek  people  in  tne  two 
ibiMii  and  our  anther  ie  convinced  that  niott  of  them  wonM 
im  pmfcctly  recovered  in  a  fe#  dijf%  if  they  oedd  have 
ventvttoA  tn  Nve  on  shore.  The  lilandera  never  fidfod  to  kftw 
vite  them  ashore  every  time  they  came  off*;  but  being  greatly 
weakened^  aa  for  some  days. they  had  thrown  fbnr  or  ive  of 
iMx  peop^overboerdy  they  did  not  thhik  it  jirudent  tonm 
ao.graaC  a  haaard;  more  especially  asi  even  m  the  midst  of 
ibrnt  eivili^,  the  akr)  kioki  and  fcm^age  of  tiicse  people 
aaaaadto  aavowr efjperAdy,  and  besklea die  isbnd  was  os- 
tNttely  iMpulons.  The  Dnieh  noticed  that  these  iskmdsn^ 
iltNiys  on  coming  on  board  their  diips,  carried  a  piece  of 
aiiek  to  whksh  some  white  stuff  was  fixed,  as  if  in  the  naturv 
«F  a  flag  of  truock  whence  they  supposed  they  were  often  at 
wnt  tri£  (UOM  neighbouring  nation  or  tribe,  and  espeaialhr 

witk 

cIMw  aMMb  of  theOMM  bayi  i>  New  CMAtm,  thera  sra  two  eooMeiw 
1^  klandif  M«ed  i%saB|b  or  SdkcMitea's  iaiaad.  and  JdUe,  or  f«og> 
islfad^  wjitfiii  msT  psMbk  be  Aqimw  aqd  Moa.  Perli»|w  JoUs  <p(  our 
aiqtfini  smds  intaudss  mm,  as  in  aome  more  recent  opps  it  i$  iaidlilowa 
«  C#o  ooamoBitt  iimHk  sat  ft  Js  moro  esactfy  in  the  iadicstwl  hmude, 
wkiel%soqr  bntbsr  ksi  disB  oae  desree  iiom  the  line.    ^ 
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with  th«  inliabitanU  of  Moa,  particularly  a*  none  of  thoir 
canoes  ever  wenl  athoro  on  that  island,  but  always,  on  ihe 
contraiT,  passed  it  with  evident  precipitation,  llwse  re^ 
marics  furnished  the  "DnUah  with  a  new  project  by  whteh  to 
acquire  a  considerable  stock  of  provisions  speedily,  by  a  wd* 
den  descent  on  Moa,  which  impeared  to  be  but  Uiinly  peo* 
pl^a  though  as  pleasant  and  fertile  as  the  other,  hoping  to 
carry  off  at  once  enough  of  provisions  to  enable  them  to  pro* 
secute  their  voyage^  without  the  risk  of  falling  again  into  the 

distress  they  had  so  lately  endure4> 

This  hvM.  scheme  required  much  prudence,  and  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  land  in  different  places  at  once,  one 
party  being  directed  to  advance  into  the  country,  while  the 
others  should  be  at  hand  to  support  tliem,  and  to  secure 
their  retreat:  This  was  accordingly  very  happily  effected; 
for,  although  the  natives  formed  an  ambush  behind  the  trees 
and  bushes,  and  discharged  their  arrows  at  the  principal 

Earty  as  soon  bs  they  b^n  to  cut  down  the  cocoa-trees,  the 
>utch  fortunately  remained  uninjured,  and  laid  many  of  the 
natives  dead  by  discharges  of  their  fire-arms.  This  so  frights 
eued  the  rest  that  they  took  refuse  in  their  canoeS|  whence 
they  endeavoured  by  cries  eind  shouts  to  alarm  the  rest  of 
their  countrymen  to  come  to  their  assistance :  But  the  Dutch 
were  so  judiciously  posted  as  to  constrain  them  to  remain  in. 
the  mountains,  by  which  means  the  main  party  were  enabM 
to  carry  off  about  800  cocoa-nuts  to  their  boats,  with  whidi 
booty  uey  rejoined  their  ships. 

The  cocoa-tree  is  a  species  of  palm,  found  in  most  parts  of 
the  East  and  West  Indies.  The  trunk  is  large^  straignt,  and. 
iofty»  taperin^^  insensibly  to  the  top,  whence  the  iruit  hanga 
in  bunches  united  by  a  tendril,  not  unlike  the  twig  of  a  vine^ 
but  stronger.  The  floirers  are  yellow,  resembling  those  of. 
the  cbesnut.  As  it  produces  new  bunches  every  month,  there 
are  always  some  quite  ripe,  some  green,  some  just  b^inning 
to  button,  and  others  in  full  flower.  The  fruit  is  three-lolwia. 
and  of  a  greenish  hue^  of  different  sizes,  from  the  size  of  an 
ordinary  tennis-ball,  to  that  of  a  man's  head,  and  is  compo- 
sed of  two  rinds.  The  outer  is  composed  of  long  tough  fibres, 
between  red  and  yellow  colour,  the  second  oeing  a  hard 
iibelL  Within  this  is  a  thick  firm  white  substance  or  kernel* 
lining  the  shell,  tasting  like  a  sweet  abnond ;  and  in  a  cen-*: 
f  ral  hollow  of  tiiis  kernel  there  is  a  considerable  quantityof 
a  cleur,  bright,  cool  liquo:',  tasting  like  nigared  water.    The 
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niUivea  of  the  wDvnlrieiiJB  which  these  ^nmwnmim^jtm 
Jiernel  with  their  mdluabiiMtaad4»f  bread  f  and  likewise  la^ 
tract  ftom  iu  by  prcsaare,  aimiw  lesiinhliiig  milk  of  ahnbnds 
in  taste  and  consistence.  >  iWhen  this^nilk  leeaqxwed  to^e 
action  of  .fire^  it  changes  Id  *fchid  of  oUr  which  ihegriieeni 
we  do  birtter  in  dressing  their  victuals*  and>alSo  bnmiiii  tlnir 
lamps ;  and  ihcgr  likewise  «mpby  it  for  smearing  their  bodieifc 
lliey  also  draw  firom  the  treen  li^pior  called  siw»  by  tfaeiiw> 
dian%  and  which  the  Europeans  nasne  totUy,  or  pako^wiask 
For  diis  purpose  having  cut  one  of  the  largest  twigs  ididnt 
a£>ot  from  the  bo^  c^  uie  tree,  they  hang  to  diis  stump  a 
bottk  or  calabash,  mtowhinhthesap disdk.  Thismro-ia  of 
a  very  agreeable  tast^  little  infanor  to  the  Spanish  whiii 
wine ;  but  bdng  strong  and  heady*  is  generaBy  dilated  with 
fresh  dear  water  got  ftom  the  not.  li  dOesoot hmmmt 
■ke^  as  it  becomes  sour  in  about  two  days }  ^whoi,  fajr  ev> 
posure  to  the  sun,  it  is  converted  into  cxoellent  vinetair. 
When  boiled  in  itsreco&t  state*  it  is  converted  into  anouer 
liquor*  called  orraqua  by  the  Indians ;  from  which  they  disifl 
A  spirituous  liquor  called  arrack*  which  many  people  fntefibr 
to  tpA  other  liquor  of  <the  same  naase  ^UstiUed  from  riob  in 
India*  which  is  so  well  known  and  so  mach  esleemwdih  'Mif 
Tope,.  ■  >»  '-''     ■:•■■<    -« 

Besides  cocoa-nuts*  the  Dutch  found  <in  Moa  great  plenty 
of  pomegranates  of  exquisite  taste*  and  abundance  of  jumMS 
or  Indian  figs.  These  mreshments  were  of  infinite  service  to 
them*  as  wlUiout  them  the  whole  of  both  ships  companies 
must  have  inevitably  perished;  and  immediately  on  return- 
ing to  their  ships,  tney  b^n  to  prepare  for  resuming  their 
voyage.  While  engaged  in  these  preparations,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Moa  came  off  to  the  ships  in  about  200  canoes* 
which  they  exchanged  with  the  Dutch  ibr  various  articles-, 
^parently  doing  this  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from  making 
a  second  descent  on  their  island :  But  on  this  oocasioi^ 
though  the  Dutch  received  them  kindly,  and  treated  them 
with  fairness  in  purchasing  their  proviuons,  they  would  only 
admit  a  few  of  them  into  the  ships  at  once;  and  when  die 
islanders  attempted  to  rush  on  board  in  crowds,  they  fired 
upon  them.  On  these  occasions*  the  natives  all  ducked  their 
heads,  and  when  th^  raised  them  again  broke  out  into  loud 
laughter.  This  exchange  was  no  sooner  over  than  4hey 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage.  Hie  author 
of  this  narrative  remarks*  Aot  such  of  the  aksk  as  iuul  any 
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•teeagUk  ranaiBinff  recovered  tufprisiii|;l^  at  thcs^  Mandfi 
through  the  •XQeUent  r^rwbmente  they  procured  there, 
while  thoie  who  wdrie  dhreachr  quite  exhausted  soon  died.   > 
^  iiiLeaviDg  these  ishrnds  of  iUoa' and  ^rimoo,  thev  continued 
their  y^y&gt  throiu(h  a  part  of  the  sea  so  veiy  fiill  oS  ishmdsi 
thai  finding  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  count  them*  they 
gave  them  the  name  of  Tkotuand  IiU$>*    Their  inhat^tants 
^Mrenegrcss^  of  a  short!  squat  mafce^  and  their  headsoover- 
.«d  with  thick  curled  wooi»  b«aga  bold*  mischievous^  and. 
JotractaUe  race  of  savaji|es.   They  were  ill  naked,  men^  wb* 
men^  and  chiklrent  having  no  other  mmaments  except  a  beh 
about  two  finger*  broad)  stuck  fidl  of  teeth,  and  bracelets  of 
rthe  same;  and  some  of  them  wore  light  straw  hats,  adorned 
•With  the  feathers  of  the  Bird'of-Pantdiie*    These  birds  are 
said  to  be  found  no  where  elseibut  in  these  islands.   Such  of 
these  islands  as  are  situated  near  the  west  point  of  New  Oui- 
Ji^  are  still  called  the  Idandii^  the  Popon or  PiMtuu,  thp 
miitincntitielf  being-colled  the- iMitd^'Fapuaf  till  Schouten 
impoied  upon  it  the  name  of  JWiespf  Ouineai  chiefly  because  of 
itt  being  in  tbo  same  latitude  with  CAU  CrirtMA.!*  J^^ 

in  When  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands  go  to  Temate, 
-Banda,  Amboina|,vor.  any  of  th«  Mcinccas,  in  order  to  sell 
their  salt  pork,  mnbtr,'  gold-dust,  and  other  merchandise^ 
they  always  carry  >some  of  diese  BtrdMif-Paradm,  which 
they  constantly  seU  dead,  affirming  that  they  find  than  so> 
and  that  they  know  not  whence  they  come  or  where  th^ 
breed.  This  bird  is  always  seen  very  high  in  the  air.  It  is 
extremely  light,  as  its  bulk  consists  mostfy  of  feathery  which 
ore  extrem^  beautiful  rendering  it  one  of  the  greatest  cu- 
riosities in  the  world.  The  plumage  of  the  head  is  as  bright 
as  burnished  gold ;  that  of  the  neck  resembles  the  neck  of  a 
drake;  and  those  of  the  wingtf  lind  tail  are  like  those  of  a 
peacock.  In. beak  and  form,  tl^is  bird  comes  nearest  to  a 
swallow,  though  considerably  lai^r.  Such  as  deal  in  them 
endeavour  to  persuade  stranuers  that  they  have  no  feet,  and 
that  they  hang  themselves,  when  they  sleep,  to  the  boughs  of 
trees  by  means  of  their  feathers.  But,  in  reality,  these  traders 
cut  ofi^  their  feet,  to  render  them  the  more  wonderful.  They 
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'  These  sppesr,  by  tlie  sequel,  to  have  been  the  islands  at  the  N.W.  ex* 
tremi^'of  Plipuft  b^New  Guinea,  and  from  thende  t6  Celebes^— £, 

4  More  probsbljr  beaiuae  of  itt  iohabitsntt  being  negroes^— E.  '  J 
^4|'  Perhaps  ambergris  ou^t  to  be  here  understood.— £. 
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a^  Dretend  tliat  the  male  bai  •  cavftydi^llif  baek,  where 
th»ftiiude  lod^  her  jouaa  tiU  thwr  are«ble  to  By,  They 
alwaya  out  off  the  feet  of  ueie  bircU  so  okne  to  the  body^ 
that  the  flesh  dries  in  such  a  manner  that  the  skin  and  fea- 
diers  perftotfy  unite,  making  it  impossible  to  porceiTe  the 
smallest  scar.  They  dso  assert,  that  these  birds  ai«  peipe- 
tually  on  the  wing,  sabsistii^i;  on  birds  and  insects,  wludi 
they  catch  in  the  air.  The  leathers  of  the  male  arO'  much 
brighter  than  those  of  the  femide.  In  the  east,  this  bird  i« 
iisnally  called  Maneodiata,  or  the  Bird-rof-God.  Great  num* 
bars  of  them  are  sent  to  Batavia,  where  they  ^nerally  sell 
Sat  thrce'crowns  each.  The  Moors,  Anabians,  and  Persians 
are  anxious  -to  procure  these  birds,  with  wluiih  Uiey  adorn 
their  saddles  and  housings,; often  roixine  with  them  pearls 
and  diamonds.  They  wear  them  also  in  .uneiritiirbaos,  espe«> 
cially  on  going  to  war,  having  a  superditious  .notion  tiiat 
they  act  as  B  charm  or  taliunaii,  capable  ofi  preserving  them 
from  wounds,  i  Formerly,  the  Sfhah  and  Mogul  used  to  pre- 
sent Uieir  &vourites  with  one  of  these  bird^  as  a  mack  of 
esteem; or  faivour.      '  v^v ?:,!,*;!     •  -  .u..i      ..v  !■      ,..'.m:0 

Besides  th«r  girdle  and  4)rtfcelets,  fbrmeriy  mentioned, 
the  Popoa,  or  inhabitants  of  the  Thousand  Isles,  wear  a  bit 
of  stick,  the  hsbo- of  a  tobao6o-pipe  and  the  lenoth  «^  a  finger, 
thrust  Uinough  the  gristle  of  toe  nose,  which  tbey  think  cen*. 
ders  them  terrible  to  their  emanies,  as  some  Europeans  con- 
sider mustachios.  Tb^  are  the  worst  and  most  savage  pea. 
pie  in^  all  the  Sou(h  Seas»  The  continent  of  New  Gtmua 
appeared  a  high  country,  extremely  full  of  trees  and  plants 
of  a  vast  variety  (^kinds^  so  that,  in  sailing  400  leagues  along 
its  ttmst,  they  did  not  observe  one  barren  spot.  Our  authos 
thinks  that  it  probe^ly  contains  many  precious  commodities, 
as  rich  metals  and  valuable  spices,  especially  as  most  of  the 
countries  hitherto  discovered  tinder  the  same  parallel  are  not 
deficient  in  such  riches.  He  was  afterwards  assured,  that 
some  of  the  free  burgesses  in  the  Moluccas  go  annually  to 
New  Guinea,  where  they  exchange  small  pieces  of-  iron  for 
nutmegs.  Schouten  and  other  navigators  conceived  high 
ideas  of  this  country,  hnd  represented  it  as  one  of  tlie  finest 
and  richest  in  the  world ;  but  they  were  unable  to  penetrate 
any  way  into  the  interior,  which  could  not  be  done  with  9 
small  force,  as  it  is  extremely  populous,  and  the  natives  are 
mostly  well  armed,  and  of  a  martial  disposition. 

Roggcwein  and  his  officers  were  at  this  time  in  consider- 
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•Ue  doubta)  wheliwr  io  pronente  the  ronte  fiiniierljr  fellor^ 
cd  by  DBliipier»  or  to  go  bjr  Teniat&  Tldor^  iund  Bacuui» 
••  lh«  km  dangnrom  ntm^u  To  gam  tiin«,  howewrt  thdy 
cluwo  the  Ibraier,  9m  tliey  mnit  odinwiie  have  ocMited 'round 
the  hHt-meqtioiied  idand%  ini  thdr  way  lo  the  Molnooatb  In 
Uiia  yiiew,  they  steered  akoiff  riiore,  or  rather  throilgh  ah  in* 
Auterable  ehaiivof  smll  isianda,  extiaawliiu  firom  the  western 
point  of  Nek  Gnineil  to  the  island  ofOilolo^  making  their 
patoaoe  with  niu<^  difficulty  and  diin||er,  and  were:  grea^ 
ddi^ted  and  astonidied  on  getting  sight  id  the  isumd  of 
Btutn,  in  liit.  S<*S.  [S^  S(K  S.  and  todg.  l^T"  E.]  the  moii 
easteni  countiy  in  which  the  Dutch  Ent-India  Gombant 
mamtain  a  factory*  This  island  is  mostly  pretty  high  land* 
and  abounds  uveiy  where  with  tre^  and  shrubs  of  various 
kinds.  On  their  amval  upon  its  coast,  they  were  spoken  with 
bv^  smaU  vessel,  in  which  were  two  white  men  and  several 
blacks.  The  white  men  examined  them  very  strictly  to  whom 
thfl|y  bdonged,  whence  they  cam^  and  whither  they  were 
bound.  Toiwbich  tbay  answered,  that  they  euai  from  New 
Guinea,  and  were  gomg  to  Batavia,  but  wisely  concealed 
bdonffiiw  to  'the  West-India  Company,  knowing  fhat  the 
£astpu£a  Company  permitted  no  vessels,  except  their  own, 
to  navigate  these  seas,  and  had  given  strict  orders  to  ciapture 
all  strange  vessels  that  mk^ht  appeal^  there.  Yet,  in  spite  of 
these  precautionsy  the  fijigUsh  sometimes  find  their  waV 
aaoong  these  ishnd%  to  the  no  smaU  displeasure  of  the  Dutcn 
ccmipany,  although  they  ke^  ships  cruizing  hei'e  during 
both  monsoons,  to  preserve  their  mpnopohr  of  ^iceit. 
■;.,  The  island  of  jBeuro  is  about  fifrt^  or  mfy  leagues  :n  ciiw 
enmference,  and  is  indifferently  fertile,  formerly  jprodnoing 
abundance  of  dove-trees ;  but  a  detachmMit  of  Dutch  so^ 
diers  is  sent  yettfly  to  grub  them  up,  as  they  do  also  in  the 
other  Molucca  islttids,  oecause  Amboina  is  thought  to  pro" 
dnoe  enough  of  that  commodity  to  maintain  their  commerce. 
Formwly  also  the  Dutch  had  a  strong  fort  here,  which  the 
natives  took  and  donolishcd  after  a  long  siege,  putting  all 
the  garrison  to  the  sword.  At  present,  [in  1T2 1,]  the  com^ 
pany  only  sends  a  detachment  of  soldiers  to  root  out  the 
clote-trees,  for  which  the  inhabitants  receive  some  present. 
The  two  whites  who  were  on  board  this  Dutch  bark  were 
the  first  Christians  seen  by  Roggcwein  for  the  space  of  ten 
months,  or  since  leaving  the  coast  of  Brazil.  Continuing 
their  course  for  the  island  of  Boot  an,  in  hopes  of  meeting 
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tridiirefiwdiinento^  of  whidk  they  ware  nionr  in  extreme  wuit» 
Ihey  MfiMI  there  in  hit  4*  S.*  tad  ndllBd  along  its  eoMt  for 

.  f  whole  dmr>  in  hopes  of  findii^  the  strdt  for  whioh  iSbsy 
^ttifS^  ana  at  length  feimd  they  were  eu^  Uigiaes  to  W 
%ard  of  it,  and  the  nkonsoon  now  Uew  tdo  ittong  to  be  able 
to  bear  «p  for  the  intended  port  They  had  now  ho  hdbet 
iof  being  able  to  find  any  port  for  tvfreUiitaents  till  iheir 
■dioidd  arriye  at  the  island  of  Java;  as^  ^wherever  they  teSsmt 
^ittempt  to  lind,  they ^ell  knew  that  their  ships wonloM 
confiseated,  in  consequence  of  the  invariable  maxims  of  the 
■East>India  Company.  All  men  then^re,  but  especially  ifaa 
lick  and  foeMe,  cast  an  anxious  look  on  the  iertile  idaiid 
now  left  bdiind  them»  presaging  the  melaneholyeti^dts  w;ldch 
must  necessarify  attend  so  fwhiidoos  a' mcasnce:  '> 

'  The  situation  of  the  island  of  Bi>6tanii  remarkably  advan^ 
Cageous,  being  in  irom  4*  to  6*  of  S.  latiti^e,  and  h«ii4y 
equal  in  size  to  the  island  of  Bouro.  It  is  extremely  fordle^ 
especially-  in  rice,  and  has  abundance  of  cattle  and  fiw.    It 

^  would  also  produce  plenty  both  of  cbw  and  nutmeg  trees,  if 
they  were  permitted  to  |;row.  The  king  of  die  isUmq  has  a 
very  strong  fort,  on  which  the  Dutdi  standard  is  dii|^)ayed|^ 

'  Ihoi^h  there  is  no  Dutch  garrison ;  the  eoRi|iaQy  con^tli^ 
fllselfwith  sending  deputies  yearly  to  see  the  spioe  trees  de* 
itroyed,  hi  ocmstderation  of  which  the  Idiw  rcoeires  a  cbilsi^ 
derable  sum  yearlv  fi^om  the  company.  This  natic^  ii  th« 
most  faithful  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  Islands  tp 
the  India  company,  having  not  only  assisted  them  iji  eiqiel- 
ling  the  Portuguese,  but  also  against  the  inhabitant  of  the 
Moluccas,  whenever  they  have  attempted  to  revolt;  i)y  which 
means  the  company  has  iscquired  the  whole  trade  of  this  part 
of  the  world.  In  consideration  of  this,  the  itthafa^tants  of 
Bootan  enjoy  many  privileges  that  are  denied  to  {all  other 
Indians :  As,  for  instance,  they  are  allowed  to  tomef  into  any 
of  the  Dutch  forts  armed,  which  is  never  allowed  eVea  to  the 
natives  of  the  countries  in  which  the  forts  are  situatMl.  Som« 
time  before  this  voynge,  the  king  of  Bootan  sentjhis  ddcst 
son  ambassador  to  the  governor-general  of  BataVia,  where 
he  was  received  with  cvory  mark  of  honour  and  dasiinction; 
It  would  not  hax'e  been  easy  to  have  known  this  'prince  for 
an  Indian,  had  he  not  worn  a  triple-rowed  turbwO)  tichly 
adorned  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  as  ihe  rest  of  his 
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drew  wiu  entirdy.  Eorapeanf  and  he  wore  a  sworct  instead  of 
a  cntlaMi  which  no  Indian  hfld.d<me  before.    His  ftvpin  was  . 
numerous  and  iplendid».riL  drcarad  in  the  Indianmanner :  * 
Tilrclve  of  them  were  armed  with  cuirasses  and  bucklers,  etiw 
rising  each  a  naked  sword  resting  on  ^s  shoulder.    At  this  . 
tuile  there  was  a>  prodigious  mortslity  in  Batavia,  whidi  car- 
vied  off  GOO  of  the  attoulants  pf  this  prhice,  and  destroyed 
no  less  than  150,000  pe^rsons  in  one  year,  besides  vast  aum- 
•hers  of  beasts.  This  mortality  was  occasioned  by  a  m^knant 
pestilential  fever,  which  attacked  indiscriminately  all  the  in- 
tiabitants  of  Batavia,  Euro|^ns,  natives,  Chinese,  and  blacks. 
It  spread  also  throu^  Bengal  and  all  the  dominions  of  the 
Great  Mogul,  where  it  made  incredible  ravages,  and  extend* 
ed  even  to  Japan  in  the  most  extreme  violence,  where  num- 
bersifell  down  dead  in  the  streets,  who  had  left  their  houses 
in  perfect  hralth.    This  dreadful  malady  was  supposed  to  , 
hai^  aruen  from  excessive  drought,  as  no  rain  had  fallen' 
durinjg  the  ^)aoe  of  two  ^ean^  whence  it  was  concaved  that 
the  anr  was  surcharged  with  mineral  vapours. 

X<e0ving  Uie  island  of  Bootan,  and  passing  throodi  tiM 
channel  of  the  Moluccas,  or  between  the  S.Vy.  leg  of  Cele* 
bes  and  Salayr  islands,  during  which  course  the  crews  of  the ' 
two  vessels  suffered  inexpressible  miseries,  by  which  the 
greatest  part  of  them  were  carried  oil^  Roggewem  arrived  on ' 
the  coast  of  Java  towards  the  close  of  September  1782. 
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Sectiom  VII. 


'Oecurrincesfrom  their  Jrrvoal  at^the  Island  ofJavat  to  the 

|ft  £;.'}. i^'     luon/iacation  oftht  Shtp$ at Batavta, 

RooGlBwsiN  came  to  anchor  immediately  in  the  road  of 
Japara,  and  saluted  the  citv  and  fort,  after  which  the  boats 
were  hoisted  out  to  go  on  shore,  where  they  were  astonished 
to  find  that  it  was  l^turday,  whereas  on  quitting  their  ships 
they  conceived  it  to  be  Friday  morning.  This  was  occasion- 
ed by  having  come  round  from  the  east  along  with  the  sun, 
by  which  they  had  lost  a  day  in  their  reckoning.  Ro^gewein 
immediately  waited  upon  Ensign  Kuster,  a  very  civil  and 
well-behaved  gentleman,  who  commanded  there  on  the  part 
of  the  East- India  Company,  to  whom  he  gave  an  account  of 
his  motives  for  coming  to  this  place.    Kuster  immediately 
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uMmbkd  •  coundlft  to  eonsider  what  incftsiirci  wei«  to  be 
tdoan  <»  tiiM  ocoasioiiy  and  all  were  much  moved  at  the  ro- 
dteal  'irf'ibe  miierieB  which  Roggewein  and  his  people  had 
iwliired.  In  tnitl|>  never  were  men  more  worthy  of  oom> 
pamion^  Onl^  ten  penonB  remained  in  any  toleraDle  healthy 
and  twenty'^ix  were  down  in  various  sieknesaes,  by  which» 
eacdasive  of  those  who  had  been  slain  in  their  different  en* 
gagements  with  the  Indians,  they  had  lost  seventy  men  da* 
ring  the  voyage.  Their  next  care  was  to  get  the  sick  men  on' 
shores  ^hich  was  done  with  all  care  and  diligence,  slinging 
them  in  their  hammocks  into  the  boats.  Four  of  these  poor 
people  were  in  so  low  »  condition  that  it  was  thought  inipo»i 
sible  thev  could  bear  removal^  and  ihvr  were  therefore  leAt 
on^  board,  the  very  thoughts  of  which,  aner  their  com^aniions 
went  ashore,  soon  killed  them<  Those  who  were  carried  oil 
shore  were  lodged  under  tents  Jn  an  island,-  where  th^  hiid 

Wwry  necessary  afforded  them  that  the  country  produced» 
yetnaany  of  them  died. 

Mr  Kuster  sent  an  immediate  account  of  their  arrival  to 
the  ebmmandant  of  the  coastsof  Java*  who  instantly  for-' 
warded  it  to  Mr  Swaardekroon,  at  that  time  govemur>gene- 
ral  of  the  East  Indies.  He  sent  a  favourable  answer,  pnyi 
raising  every  assistance  in  his  power,  end  adding,  that  they, 
had  nothinja^.to  do  but  to  get  to  Batavia  as  soon  as  possible^ 
While  waitmg  the  answer  of  the  governor-general  and  the 

^recovery  of  Uieir  sick,  thc^  passed  their  time  agreeable 
enough  at  Japara,  as  their  countrymen  used  them  with  all  *; 
ima^nable  kindness.    In  a  few  days,  the  seamen  became  as  f 
frohcsome  and  gay  as  if  they  had  made  a  pleasant  and  fortu« 
nate  voyage;  insomuch,  that  those  who»  only  a  few  days  ' 
before*  were  weepings  sighing,  praying,  and  making  warm 
protestations  of  leading  new  Kves,  if  God  in  his. mercy  were  ; 
pleased  to  save  them,  now  ran  headlong  into  the  srcatest  ex- 
travagances; spending  their  wholetime  in  debauched  houses, 
and  in  swearing  and  drinking.    This  our  author  attributed 
to  the  bad  example  of  those  among  whom  they  lived,  all  the 
lower  people  at  Japara  being  as  lewd  and  profligate  as  coul4 
be  imagined ;  insomu<^,  that  tlie  first  question  they  put  to 
strangers  from  Europe  is,  if  they  have  brought  over  any 
Hew  oaths. 

.   The  town  of  Japara  is  seated  at  the  bottom  of  a  mountain 
•f  moderate  height,  is  of  a  middling  size,  and  is  inhabited  by 

..  Javaus,  Cliinese»  and  Dutch;  and  w^s  of  more  considerable 
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torn  MttfaMt  poMMikiii  of  Jantnu  now  B«tefi%  iIm  Diitili 
SMi-lndiftCoaipany  IimI  tbair  AraiclkMl  magaiiiMi  fcr  tidb 
•t  Ihia  pkMCk  whkh  wm  their  Mtmtoff,  and  on  wUdi  «i 
Um  «dl«r  iwfeofki  in  Jat*  wara  dcfMndtnt  i  but  it  Iim  kUm 
^uiih  in  imDortMiet  «iaM  tht  ftctorv  wm  tranifcrrad  to  S»> 
aiMwiff*  liiapoitof  JtpiMW  il  booiMitandocminMMHouif 
and  b  d«f«nd«l  by  n  fert»  built  mortfar  of  wood,  on  tho  lop 
of  tlM  moontain  at  tbo  ibot  of  wbioli  the  town  ia  aaatad*  Iwa 
Ibrt  ia  eallad  tha  Iimmeibk  Mamlaim,  bacauaa  tha  Ja?anaaa 
wato  oonitanthr  dafoalad  in  aU  tliair  attampto  to  gat  it  into 
tkair  handa»  whan  in  poiMMion  of  the  Portugnata ;  and  ita 
gona  ocanroand  tha  whole  road. 

,  .Tha  king  of  Japara mottly  ratidaa  at  a plaae called  Katta>» 
■MM,  about  twanty^nine  laaguet  np  the  country,  where  die 
Dtttdi  have  a  atroi^  fort  with  a  good  garriiont  serving  at  the 

SM  tine  to  aacure  their  oonquaat,  and  to  guard  the  king# 
it  prince  ii  a  Mahomadan,  and  is  aerved  entirely  by  wo* 
■Mil,  of  whbniiha  takea  aa  many  aa  he  pleaiaii  dthear  ai  wives 
or  concubinaa.  Some  of  his  priests  are  oblinad  to  go  every 
year  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  In  order  to  mue  vows  for  tha 
tafoty  and  proqierity  of  the  kiqa  and  royal  family.  His  sub« , 
jacts  are  extremely  foithfol,  and  detotad  to  his  aarvicy }  the 
ptlticipal  persons  of  his  court  having  to  approach  lUm  on 
thaif  Knees,  everv  time  thay  have  an  audience ;  but  In  time 
of  war,  this  skvish  custom  is  dispensed  with.  ^luchascooH 
init  the  sUghteat  fault,  are  poniarded  on  the  nxtt  by  a  kvisa 
or  dagger ;  this  being  almost  the  only  punisoment  in  use 
auKMig  diem,  >«s  the  smallest  foults  and  the  greatest  crimes 
are  all  equally  capital.  The  natives  of  this  countrv  are  mostly 
of  a  very  brown  complexion,  tolerably  well  shaped,  and 
having,  long  black  hair,  whidi  however  many  of  them  cut 
short.  Their  noaas  are  all  flat  and  broad,  and  their  teeth  very 
Uack,  owin^  to  the  incessant  chewing  ci  betd  and  foufel. 

The^etiM  or  artka  is  a  kind  of  uut,  not  much  unUke  a 
nutmeg,  but  smaller,  and  in  a  great  measure  tastelesa,  but 
yieUiM  a  red  juice  when  chewed,  which  juice  also  is  used  by 
the  Inoians  in  paintinc  chintzes,  so  much  admired  in  Eu- 
rope. The  tree  which  bears  this  nut  is  vefy  straigh^  and  has 
leaves  like  those  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree.  1  he  betei  is  a  plant 
producing  long  rank  leaves,  shaped  like  those  of  the  citron, 
ami  having  an  aneeable  bitter  taste.  The  fruit  of  this  plant 
resembka  a  liiara's  laaj^  and  is  about  an  inch  and  half  long, 
.•''itji^wift' v"?- -''"•■>'='•"'"' '^  *:' ■  " '  ■■  ''"  having 
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bs¥lag  •  plniMit  iiomde  itfOiMr.  Tl«  ItkHaiit  eouliinitlhr 
mnf  tht  IMVM  of  thkj^kuit,  wUch  tko  art  pMMntwl  at  aM 
flMramoniout  vbilit  Tm^  m*  alnmt  centiiiaalljr  diawiog 
ihiM  laavM^  and  Ui<v  amUfy qualify  theirattrant bittomtM 
W  the  additkxk  of  tlie  fiNiftl  or  aralia-noty  and  th«  {lowder 
or  oakinad  oyitarHdidlii  which  give  them  a  fwy  ajmeable 
tatla;  thotigh  foma  mix  thdr  bttd  lamraa  with  thdl  llm% 
ambo'grift  and  cardamom  Madi»  while  others  uie  Chinaie 
tobacco.  Ailer  all  the  jaice  ii  chewed  out,  thejr  throw  away 
the  roDaininff  drv  maM.  Many  Europeans  have  got  into  the 
habit  of  chewing  betel*  so  that  they  cannot  leave  it  off,  though 
it  has  proved  fatal  to  some  of  them  i  for  the  natives  are  very 
(dcilfiil  in  preparing  betel  so  as  to  do  a  man's  business  as  ei- 
feetuolly  as  a  pistol  or  a  dagger. 

The  prevailing  diversion  among  these  people  is  called 
ttutdaka,  which  are  a  kind  of  comecuc%  actea  by  women  very 
richly  dressed,  and  consists  chiefly  in  singing  and  dancing, 
accompanied  by  music,  not  verv  pleasant  to  European  ears, 
the  txuy  instruments  bein^  smaU  drums,  on  which  tliev  beat 
with  much  dexterity.  Their  dancing  is  mostly  of  a  grotesque 
kind,  in  which  they  are  very  dexterous,  throwing  thdr  bodies 
into  all  sorts  of  postures  with  astonishing  aginty,  and  ex* 
mressing  by  them  the  poMions  of  the  mind  fo  comioally,  that' 
It  is  impossible  to  rcnrain  from  lauahing.  The  men  also 
practise  a  kind  of  war  dancer  in  which  the  king  and  grandees 
Dear  a  part  They  ahw  practise  cock-fighting,  like  the  Eng* 
lish,  and  bet  such  considerable  sums  on  this  sport  om  often 
bMnarsthero. 

^M  countnr  abounds  in  all  the  necessaries  of  lif^  having 
abundance  of  beeves  and  ho^  and  amazing  quantities  of 
fowls.    The  <mly  thing  scarce  is  mutton,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
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I  {  whicn  last  animal  is  Hunted  oy 
chiefly  for  the  sake  of  its  horns,  of  which  they  make  drink- 
inff  cups  that  are  greatly  valued,  owing  to  a  notion  that  they 
will  not  contain  poison,  but  break  immediately  op  that  being 
poured  into  tliem.  The  high  price  of  these  tends  to  shewr 
that  the  Javanese  are  addicted  to  the  infamous  practice  of 
poisoning.  The  land  is  every  where  extremely  fertile^  pro- 
ducing vast  abundance  of  pepper,  ginger,  cinnamon,  rice, 
cardamoins,  and  other  valuable  articles.  Of  late  they  have 
pkmtcd  coffee,  and  witli  such  success  as  to  have  a  reasonable 
-     ^  hope 
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Kfltpe  of  rendering  it  a  prindpal  commodity  of  the  ooontry. 
Ooeoo-nnti,  %■«  and  o  variety  of  other  ekoellent  fruits  grow 
wnrr  where  in  the  griatest  pirofiiiion ;  and  ai  the  tree*  on 
winch  they  grow  aro  verdant  daring  the  whole  year,  and  aro 
planted  in  rows  along  the  riven,  they  form  the  most  agroe- 
able  walks  that  can  m  conceived.  Sugar-^anes  also  aMond 
in  Java.  They  have  alsb  plenty  of  vines,  which  produce 
tipt  grapes  seven  times  every  year,  but  they  aro  only  fit  for 
making  raisins,  and  not  wine,  being  too  hastily  ripened  by  « 
the  climate.  The  sea,  and  oU  tlie  rivers,  rurnish  an  infinite 
variety  of  the  finest  fish.  Thus,  taking  it  altop;ether,  it  may 
be  samy  affirmed  that  Java  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  and  ; 
pleasantest  isbnds  in  the  world. 

Having  refreshed  at  Japara  ibr  about  a  month,  Rogge^ 
wein  begai;  to  think  of  proceeding  to  Batavio,  encouraged  . 
by  the  IBne  promises  of  tne  governor-general.  Every  thing 
being  ready,  the  voyagers  spent  two  days  iu  taking  leave  of 
their  kind  friends,  who  supplied  them  with  all  sorts  of  pro- 
visions, much  more  than  sufficient  for  so  short  a  voyage, 
and  thejr  at  length  departed,  feeling  a  sensible  regret  at  part- 
ing with  thoso  who  had  treated  them  with  so  much  kind- 
ness, relieving  all  their  wants  with  so  much  generosity,  and 
had  enabled  them  to  spend  several  weeks  iu  peace  and^ion- 
ty,  after  a  long  period  of  sickness,  and  misery.  Steering 
Jrom  thence  am>ut  seventy  leagues  to  the  westward?,  with  ^ 
fiur  wind,  they  entered  the  road  of  Batavia,*  where  tk.'«,y  ralMn., 
ted  the  fort,  and  anchored  close  to  the  ships  that  were  load*.* 
ing  for  the  voyage  home,  believing  that  all  their  distresses 
were  now  over,  and  that  they  should  speedily  accompany 
these  other  ships  homewards.  As  soon  as  the  ships  were. ; 
safely  anchored,  Roggewein  went  along  with  the  other  cap- 
tains into  his  boat,  meaning  to  have  gone  ashore  to  Batavia, 
but  hod  not  proceeded  fiur  from  the  £ip  when  he  met  a  boat 
having  the  commandant  of  Batavia  on  board,  together  with 
the  fiscal,  and  some  other  members  of  the  council,  by  whom 
he  was  desired  to  go  back  to  his  ship,  which  he  did  imme- 
diately;  and,  when  the  two  boats  came  within  hearing  of 
c4lie  ships,  the  fiscal  prochimed,  with  a  loud  voice,  that  M>lh 
ships  were  confiscated  by  order  of  the  governor-general.  At 
this  time  both  ships  were  so  environed  oy  other  large  vessels 
belonging  to  the  East  India  Con^mny,  that  itwfs  impos- 
sible to  have  escaped,  if  they  had  so  inclmed;  and  soon  af- 
terwards several  hundred  soldiers  came  on  board,  taking 
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poMmion  df  boUl  Ai|)%  toad  plMing  Umi  ere#t  ilndar  mJh 
MModjr.  Taoi^  kf  mt  m$aj  and  nioh  nolookwl-for  miifer* 
tium,  Rofjgmrdn  now  dMroughly  rapfloted  having  propo> 
led  to  return  home  bj  way  of  the  East  Indiee,  but  was  nam 
wiae  behind  hafKl  He  hid  il^gleeled  ptaaccntiBg  the  die- 
oovery  on  which  ha  had  been  aenti  for  which  he  now  Mifier> 
•d  a  just  puniihment  from  the  Eaak  India  Company^  howw 
fver  unjust  in  itielf  the  lentenoe  n^l  be  considered.  Bv 
the  sentencei  both  ships  wert  deckned  legal  prises,  and  all 
the  goods  they  contained  were  confiscate  i  and  to  prevent 
all  trouble  and  delay  from  represantations»  reclamations,  or 
memoriab,  every  thing  was  immediately  exposed  to  puUic 
auction,  and  sold  to  the  highest  iMdders.  Tba  crews  of  both 
ships  were  divided,  and  put  on  board  several  of  the  homo- 
ward-bound  ships. 


u  Section  VIIL 

peKriptioH  <^  Batama  and  the  Itland  ofJavot  with  tome  Jc- 
4,  amnt  <fthe  Govemmettt  of  the  Dutch' £t^  India  Companjf'$ 
^yjffaifu 

,  The  city  of  Batavia  lies  in  the  lat.  of  6^90'  S.  and  long. 
107*  E.  from  Greenwich,  being  che  capital  of  all  the  vast  do* 
minions  belonging  to  the  Dutoi  East  India  Company,  ser- 
ving also  as  the  emporium  of  its  prodigious  trade,  where  kll 
^  merchandise  and  riches  of  that  princely  and  wealthy 
company  are  laid  up.  It  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  Dutch 
coinpany  in  1618,  till  which  time  it  was  known  by  the  name 
aS  Jacatrth  and  socm  afterwards  they  built  a  fort  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  native  city,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  Batavia.  By  the  time  thie  was  hardly  well  finished, 
the  natives  of  the  island  attacked  it,  animated  and  assisted 
by  the  l^glisb,  and  repeated  their  attempts  several  times, 
but  olways  unsuccessfuUy,  and  to  their  great  loss.  The  lost 
time,  'hey  kept  it  blockaded  for  a  considerable  time,  till  suc- 
coured by  a  powerful  stjuadron  from  Europe  under  Admirak 
Koen,  when  the  siege  was  immediately  raised,  and  tlie  na- 
tives obliged  to  retire  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  The 
Dutch  had  now  leisure  to  consider  the  excellent  situation  of 
the  fort,  and  the  many  advantages  it  possessed  for  becoming 
tile  centre  of  iheir  East  Indian  trade  and  dominion,  on  which 
fj»;i«««)^  \/.    .     ■    "        ■    _  •   .  they 
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ihigr  fMolyad  to  baiM  a  Ioipq  In  the  Mighboarhood  of  tbt 
fort  With  this  tWw  thay  damplithed  J»calr«,  and  •netad 
on  its  mini  this  fcmous  comBMreid  cltj,  whieh  they  named 
Batavia. 

This  city  arrived  at  perfectioo  In  a  ihort  timet  by  the  ex« 
traordinary  diligenoe  oeetowed  upon  its  oonitructlon,  In 
iidlte  of  the  manv  obvtaelee  it  met  with  from  the  two  kingi  of 
Bhtarana  and  Bantam  i  the  former  of  whom  kid  slage  to  it 
in  1699»  and  the  latter  in  1649.  It  if  lurrounded  by  an 
eardien  rampart  of  twenty-one  foet  thick,  fi^ed  on  the  out- 
tide  with  itone,  and  itrengthened  by  twenty-two  bastione, 
the  w^ole  environed  by  a  ditch  fort^-five  yards  wide,  and 
quite  foil  of  water,  especiallv  in  spring-tides.  Ail  the  ap* 
proachee  to  the  town  are  detended  by  several  detached  forMi 
all  of  which  are  well  furnuhed  with  excellent  brass  cannon: 
Six  of  these  are  so  considerable  as  to  deserve  being  particu- 
larly mentioned,  which  are,  Ansiol,  Anke,  Jacatra,  Kyswyk, 
Noordy w^k,  and  Vythock.  The  fort  of  Aniiol  is  seated  on 
a  river  of  the  same  namck  to  the  eastwards,  and  about  1300 
yards  from  the  city,  being  built  entirely  of  squared  stones 
and  always  provkled  with  a  strong  garrison.  Juke  is  on  a 
river  of  the  same  name,  to  the  westwards,  about  500  yards 
from  the  city,  and  is  built  like  the  former.  Jaeatra  lies  afso  on 
a  river  of  the  same  name,  and  is  exactly  like  the  two  former, 
bebg  500  paces  from  the  city.  The  road  to  this  fort  lies  be^ 
tween  two  regular  rows  of  fine  trees,  having  very  fine  oonn^^ 
try  houses  and  gardens  on  each  side,  llie  other  three  forts' 
are  dl  built  of  similar  materials  on  the  inland  vide  of  the 
city,  and  at  small  distances ;  the  two  first-named  serving  to 
secure  the  city  on  the  side  of  the  sea,  and  the  other  four  to 
defend  the  approaches  towards  it  from  the  land,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  protect  the  country  houses,  plantations,  and 
gardens  of  the  inhabitants.  By  these,  all  enemies  are  pre- 
vented firom  coming  upon  the  city  by  surprise,  as  on  every 
side  they  would  be  sure  to  meeta  fonnidalMe  resistance;  and 
beudes,  no  person  is  albwed  to  pass  the  forts,  even  out-^ 
wards,  unless  with  a  passport. 

The  river  of  Jaeatra  passes  through  the  middle  of  the  city, 
and  supplies  water  to  fifteen  canals,  all  faced  with  freestone^ 
and  adorned  on  each  side  with  ever-ffreen  trees,  affording  a 
charming  prospect.  Over  these  canus,  which  are  all  within 
the  city,  there  are  fifty-six  bridges,  besides  others  without 
the  townt  The  streets  are  all  perfectly  straight,  and  are  in 
«^  .  "'"  ^^^  general 
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MMral  thirtj  Cm!  brottd  on  each  tid^  hmiltdm  th«  breadth  of 
the  caneb.-  The  homes  are  bttiH  of  ■tone,  mortlyof  leTaral 
•toriethigh,  UkethowintheokietofHolhMd.  Thodtyof 
Balavia  m  aboat  a  Icaffue  and  a  half  fai  cfarcuil»  but  h  ur- 
rounded  by  a  vait  nuiBber  of  hoiuee  without  the  walli»  which 
may  beoonaMerud  ai  tisrming  suburbii  and  in  whidi  there 
ie  ten  timei  the  population  that  ii  within  the  city.  It  hot 
fiTO  gatei)  including  that  leading  to  the  port,  near  to  whieh 
there  ia  a  boonii  or  Darrierf  which  it  shut  every  night  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  at  which  there  ie  a  ttrong  guard  of  loldien 
night  and  day.  There  were  formerly  un  gates,  but  one  of. 
these  hae  «inee  been  walled  up.  There  it  a  very  fine  itadt* 
houM^  or  town-halli  and  four  churches  ibr  the  Calviuisttt 
TIm  first  of  theses  named  Krukt-kvlh  or  CrosSi^hutdiy  was 
built  in  1640^  and  the  second  in  167S^  and  in  both  of  these 
the  worship  is  in  the  Dutch  language.  The  third  church 
bdongs  to  the  protetiafU  Portngueee^  and  the  fourth  is  for 
the  Malays  who  have  been  converted  to  the  reformed  Chris- 
tian reliffion.  Besides  these^  there  are  abundance  of  other 
pbees  of  worship  for  various  sorts  of  religions. 

Iliey  have  iilcewise  in  this  ci^  a  Spitt-haj^  or  house  of 
correction  for  the  confinement  of  dtsoraurly  women ;  an  or* 
phaiii*house,  and  ahenal  of  marine  stores,  and  many  maga* 
zincs  for  epiceri^it  Alio  many  wharA,  docks,  rope»waflu, 
and  other  public  buildings.  The  garrismi  usually  consists 
of  from  two  to  three  thousand  men.  Besides  the  forts  for- 
meriy  mentioned^  the  fiimous  citadel  of  castle  of  Batavia  is  a 
fine  regular  fortification,  having  four  bastions,  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  opposite  to  the  city ;  two  of  its  bastions 
firoritiifff  towards  the  sen  and  commanding  the  anchorage^ 
while  the  other  two  Tace  towards  the  city.  There  are  two 
main  gates  to  the  citadel,  one  called  the  Company's  gate, 
which  was  built  in  1686,  to  which  leads  a  stone  bridg6^  of 
fourteen  arches,  each  of  which  is  twenty-six  feet  span,  ond 
ten  feet  wide.  The  other  is  called  the  Water-gate.  Besides 
which,  there  are  two  posterns,  one  in  the  east  curtain,  and 
the  other  in  the  west,  neither  of  which  are  ever  opened  ex- 
cept for  the  purposes  of  the  garrison.  In  this  citadel  the 
governor-general  reiklcs,  having  a  brick  palace  two  stories 
hi^,  with  a  noble  front  of  Italian  architecture.  Opposite  to 
this  pakice  is  tha(  of  the  director-general,  who  is  nextin  rank 
to  the  governor.  The  counsdlors  and  other  principal  offi- 
cers of  tiie  company  have  also  their  apartments  within  the 

citadel, 
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«iUid«l,  toflethor  with  tho  ohftfpbjiieiaiit  ohlilfiargtoiff  tnd 
chief  •potneosry.  There  li  alio  e  ninerk«bly  rieet  end  U^t 
emell  onarch  i  end  there  mo  many  nageshin  end  iiore<hoii- 
ecii  well  Airniihed  with  emmuhition  and'miMtery  itorei ;  and 
In  It  ere  the  offloee  in  which  ell  the  aflUr«  of  tho  oompeay  ace 
iraniodtodi  and  nrohivet  Ibr  conteining  eli  the  reeordi. 

Deiidm  many  Dulohi  all  of  whom  are  either  in  the  lervioe 
of  the  cumpeiiy  or  freo  bttrgeMM»  the  d^  Ii  inhabited  bv  a 
vait  number  of  people  of  many  diffbrent  Indien  natloni»  mm 
•Idei  mnny  Portttgueie»  Frendif  and  other  Europeanii  «Mm* 
hliahed  here  on  account  of  trader  The  PortUffueie  are  meetly 
deecendents  of  thoeewho  lived  formerly  here  or  at  Gtoet  and 
who,  finding  their  account  in  living  under  thegovommeniol 
the  Dutchi  did  not  think  proper  to  remove  after  the  Duttih 
had  reduced  the  country;  but  far  the'  greater  numbetf.of 
these  are  now  of  the  refbrmed  religion.    The  Indian  inhi4« 
lutants  ooniiit  of  Javaneee*  or  nativei  of  the  laland»  Chinefeiy 
MalnyR,neffrooe,  Amboineeet  Armeniani^nittivaeoftheiilnntl 
of  Bali»  Mardykerii  Maoaeeart,  Bonghi^  and  others.   It  if  a 
very  curious  thing  to  see  so  grent  a  multit^Kle  of  diffivenC  lUkf 
tions  all  living  in  the  same  great  city»  and  each  nation  ac- 
cording to  their  own  manners.    Every  moment  one  sees  newi 
custoin»»  strange  monncrsi  varietlMofdrossest  and  faces  of 
different  colours,  as  black*  whiter  brown,  yellowi  and  olive<t 
coloured;  every  one  living  as  he  pleaiei^  and  dl  spei^Eln|| 
their  difR^rent  languages.    Yet,  amidst  all  this  variety,  w 
people  and  customs  tb  opixwite  to  each  others  there  is  aeaiH 
prising  unity  among  the  dtliens,  occasiotied  by  the  advantftt 
get  oi  commerce,  the  common  object  of  all,  so  tliat  they  liv«  f 
harmonioushr  and  happily  under  the  gtmtle  and  prudent; 
laws  cstabUsned  by  tlio  company.    All  enjoy  perfect  liberty  , 
of  conscience^  whatever  may  be  their  religion  or  sect,  onljn 
tliiit  none  are  permitted  the  public  exorcise  of  their  rcligioA  . 
except  the  Calvinists,  any  more  than  in  Holland,  so  that 
priests  and  monks  must  not  walk  the  streets  in  the  habits  of 
their  respective  orders.    All  are  however  allowed  to  live  here 
in  }>cacei  and  may  exercise  the  rites  of  their  religion  witliin 
doors.    Jesuits  aret  however,  excludedf  for  fear  of  their  in- 
trigues; and  the  Chinese  religion,  becanse  of  its  abominable 
idolatry,  is  obliged  to  have  its  pagoda,  or  idol  teraple»  about 
a  league  from  the  citv,  where  also  they  bury  their  dead. 

Every  Indian  nation  settled  at  Batavla  has  its  chief  or 
head)  wlitt  watches  over  the  Interests  of  lus  nation,  but  is  not 
cK-,^i^ f..^  ■    -■       '    '  ;■    ■  .-::''  V'-i.-,.;. ,.-«   r/        allowed 
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allowed  to  tleoidt  upon  any  thing  of  importaiice>  hit  chief 
folictioDi  being  those  of  religioni  and  to  decide  eligbt  con* 
trovMliei  among  his  countrymen.  The  Japanese  chiefly 
addict  th«mse}?es  to  agriculture^  ship-buildiog,  andfiphing. 
These  people^for  the  most  part,  only  wear  a  kind  of  sliort 

Kttieoaty  reaching  to  their  knees,  all  tiie  rest  of  their  bodies 
ing  naked,  having  also  a  sort  of  scarf  or  sash  acrciss  their 
shoulders,  from  whicli  hancM  a  short  sword.  On  tlieir  heads 
tliey  wear  small  bonnets,  fhoir  huts  or  cabins  are  remark- 
ably neater  than  those  of  the  other  Indians*  built  of  qilit 
bamboos,  with  largo:  spreading  rooft^  under  which  they  sit 
in  the  open  air.  Mu^i^ 

;  The  CAin«ie  ure  very  numerous,  as  it  Is  reckoned  there  are 
at  least  flvo  thousand  of  them  in  the  city  and  iM  suburbs. 
These  people  seem  naturally  l)oroibr,  trader  and  are  great 
enemies  tb  idleness,  thinking  nothing  too  hard  or  laborious 
that  is  attended  with  a  prospect  <tf  gain.  They  can  live  on 
verv  little,  are  bold,  enterprisintf,  possessed  of  much  address, 
and  indefatigably  industrious.  j?ncir  sagacity,  penetration, 
and  subtiltv,  are  so  extraordinary  as  to  make  good  their  own 
saying,  "  That  the  Dutch  have  only  one  eye,  while  they  have 
two;'*  but  they  are  deceitful  Iteyond  measure^  taking  a  pride 
jn  imposing  on  those  who  deal  with  thein«  and  even  boast  of 
that  cunning  of  which  they  ought  to  be  ashamed.  In  hus- 
bandry and  navi^tion  they  surpass  all  the  other  nations  of 
India.  Most  ot  the  sugar-miils  around  Batavia  belong  to 
them,  and  the  distillery  of  arrack  is  entirely  in  their  hands. 
They  nre  the  carriers  of  eastern  Asia,  and  even  the  Dutch 
oflen  make  use  of  their  vessels.  They  keep  all  the  shops  and 
most  of  the  inns  of  Batavia,  and  farm  all  tne  duties  of  excise 
and  customs.  Generally  speaking,  they  are  well-made,  men, 
of  an  olive  complexion,  their  heads  being  peculiarly  round, 
with  small  eyes,  and  short  flat  noses.  They  do  not  cut  tlieir 
hair,  as  all  in  China  are  obliged  to  do  since,  the  Tartars  con- 
quered, the  country;  and  whenever  any  one  comes  to  Batar 
via  iVom  China,  he  immediately  suffers  his  hair  to  grow,  as  a 
token  of  freedom,  dressing  it  with  the  utmost  care;  their 
prie«ts  only  excepted,  whose  heads  are  all  close  shaven. 

The  Chinese  go  always  bare  headed,  carrying  an  umbrel- 
la ill  their  hanus  to  keep  off  the  sun ;  and  they  suffer  tlieir 
nails  to  grow  immoderately  long,  which  j^ives  them  prodi- 
gious dexterity  in  slight  of  hand,  an  art  ot  considerable  im- 
portance as  they,  use  it.    Their  dress  here  diflfers  materially 
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from  what  they  wear  in  their  own  country,  their  cotton  vobei 
being  very  ampl^  and  Uieir  ileevee  very  wide.  Below^ii 
they  have  a  Icind  of  bi'eechet  reaching  to  their  andeii  hnng 
a  kind  of  little  slippers  on  their  feet  instead  of  shoes,  and  ib^ 
ver  wear  stockings.  Their  women,  who  are  very  brisk,  fivo^ 
]y,.  impudent,  and  debaudied,  wear  very  long  cotton  robes. 
In  gmeral,  the  Chinese  have  no  distinction  of  meats,  but  eat 
without  ceremony  oi'tmy  animal  that  comes  to  hand,  be  it 
even  dog,  cat,  (ht  ratj  or  what  it  may.  They  are  anmsingly 
fond  of  i^ows  and  entertainments.  Their  feast  of  the  new 
year«  «fhldh  they  cdebrate  in  the  ii^inning  <^  Mardi,  ocmi* 
,  monly  lasts  a  whole  month ;  during  which  they  do  nodnag 
butiiivert  themselves,  chiefly  in  darning,  which  they  do  iii.a 
strange  manner,  running  round  about  to  the  sound  of  gooiigiii 
flutes,  and  trumpets,  which  do  not  ibrm  a  very  aMcesible 
concert.  They  use  the  same  music  at  their  coaisaies»  or 
theatrical  diversions,  of  which  they  are  extremely  fond :  These 
comedies  consist  of  a  strange  mixture  of  drama,  opefa,  and 
pantomime,  as  they  sometimes  sing,  sometimes  ^pnk,  and 
at  other  times  the  whole  business  of  the  scene  consuts  in  gca^ 
ture.  They  have  none  but  mmm  pbiyers,*  who  are  broi^faC' 
up  to  thb  employment  from  their  infancy ;  but  many  of  thett 
act  male  parts,  using  proper  disguises  for  the  pnipose. 
Whenever  they  act  a  comedy,  the  city  receives  fifty  crowns 
for  a  licence.  They  erect  xm  theatre  in  the  street,  in  #Ont 
of  the  house  of  him  who  is  at  the  expence  of  the  plajt  the 
subject  of  which  always  turns  oti  the  exploits  of  their  andent 
heroes,  or  the  austerities  of  their  old  saints. 

The  funerals  of  the  Chinese  are  very  singular,  as  well  as 
very  rich  and  pompous,  forming  grand  and  solemn  process 
eions,  iiX  which  sometimes  at  least  500  persons  of  botli  sexes 
assist,  the  women  bein^  all  doathed  in  white.  At  these  in* 
nerals  they  employ  music  to  heighten  the  shew,  together  with 
coloured  umbreUas  and  canopies,  cairying  their  principal 
idol,  which  they  call  Jooitie  ae  Bataoia,  under  one  of  their 
canopies.  Their  tombs  are  some  of  them  very  magnificent. 
They  follow  the  idolatrous  reh'gion  of  their  native  country, 
and  have  a  pagoda,  or  idol  temple,  about  the  distance  of  k 
league  from  the  city,  where  they  assemble  for  worship.  Th^ 

are 

*  This  may  possibly  have  been  the  case  at  this  time  in  Batavia;  but  ws 
are  assured  by  recent  travellers  in  China,  that  they  have  there  none  but 
men  players,  the  female  parts  being  acted  by  youths.— £. 
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•re  perhaps  the  gnmatidolAien,  and  the  most  ridicnlotu  in 
<tficir  opiniooif  of  all  the  paganfl  of  the  euU  >•  thcj  openly 
prbftM  to  worship  and  adorethedeviL  litis  does  not  pro- 
ved from  dietr  ignorance  or  unbelief  in  a  €>od,  hot  rather 
from  mistaken-  notions  in  their  belief  coiraefniii|[  him.  They 
say  that  God  is  infinitdy  good  and  meroifo},  giving  to  man 
--every^ thing  he  possesses,  and  never  doing  any  hurt}  aad 
4beref<N«  Uiat  there  is  no  need-to  worship  him.  But  with 
•the  devil)  the  author  of  all  ill,  they  are  desirous  to  Uve  upon 
good  termsy  and  to  omit  nothing  that  can  entitle  them  to  his 
good  graces."  It  is  the  devil  therefore  whom  they  represent 
:by  the  Mk>l  above  mentioned,  and  in  whose  hmiour  they  have 
frequently  great  f6asts  and  ri^icings.  <- 

r  Like  the  Javansj  the  Chinese  are  Extravagantly  addicted 
to  gaming  and  laying  wagers ;  and  this  humour^  especially 
at  cock-nghts  and  the  new-year's  feasts,  drives  them  sonie* 
limes  into  downright  madness.  They  will  not  only  stake  and 
lose  their  money,  goods,  and  houses,  hut  sometimes  their 
wives  and  chilcj|ren ;  and  when  these  are  all  lost,  will  stake 
their  beards,  nails,  and  winds ;  that  is,  they  bind  themselves 
not  to  shave  their  beards,  pare  their  noils,  or  so  on  board 
ship  to 'trade,  till  they  have  paid  Uieir  game  debts.  •  When 
reduced  to  this  condition,  they  are  forced  to  hire  themselves 
as  the  bond  slaves  of  some  other  Chinese.  Under  such  mis* 
ibrtones  their  only  resource  is,  that  some  relative,  either  at 
Batavia  or  China,  pays  their  debts  out  of  compassion,  and 
,by  that  means  reinstates  them  in  their  property  and  free* 
dom.  ■■•'■■ 

'  ■  The  Malajfl  who  live  at  Batavia  usuaHy  employ  themselves 
in  fishing,  having  very  neat  and  shewy  vesseti^  the  sails  of 
.which  are  most  ingeniously  constructed  of  straw.  These  are 
a  most  wicked  and  profligate  people,  who  often  commit  atro- 
cious murders  for  very  trifling  gain.  They  profess  the  Ma- 
iiomedan  religion^  but  are  so  absolutely  devoid  of  moral 
principle,  that  they  even  make  a  boast  and  merit  of  cheating 
Christians.  Their  last  chief  was  publicly  whipped  and  brand- 
ed for  his  frauds  and  villainies,  his  goods  confiscated,  and 
lie  himself  banished  to  Ceylon ;  since  when  they  hav«  been 
•ashamed  to  elect  another  chief.  Their  habits  are  of  silk  or 
■cotton,  the  men  wearing  a  piece  of  cotton  round  their  heads, 
and  their  black  hair  tira  into  a  knot  behind.  ;  r 

The  blacks  or  negroes  at  Batavia  are  mostly  Mahomedans, 

who  come  chiefly  from  Bengal,  dressing  like  the  Malays, 
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•nd  livinff  in  the  wroe  quarter  of  th«  city.  Some  of  Hum 
worli  al^iiiftwvt  meohanio  trad«p»  and  other*  an  a  kiad  oC 
pedlars;  but  tlia  moet  ooniiderafa4e  of  them  trade  In  itcrtMf 
lor  bttfldingi^  mttUh  thev  bring  firoia  the  neiahbouring  iilandak 
Itbe  Jmbioimm  an  ehieflv  employed  in  bvilding  housee  of 
bambooit  the  windows  of  which  are  made  of  ^Ut  canes,  very 

.  nieely  wrought  in  tarious  figures.  They  are  a  bold  kx^ster- 
bus  race^  and  so  turbulent  that  thfy  are  not  pemdtted  to  re- 
side in  the  city*  but  have  their  qiifitM  near  dio  Chinese 
buiying  ^und. '  The  chief  of  their  qwn  nation,)  to  whoitr 
thev  pay  the  titmost  submission,  has  a  magnifioaait  house  in 
their  quarter,  weil  fomished  after  their  muinerl  Their  arms 
^  ore  chiefly  large  sabres  and  long  bucklers.  The  men  wear  a 
jpiece  of  cotton  ck>th  wrapped  round  their  heads,  the  ends  of 
vhich  hang  down  behind,  and  adorn  this  species  pf  turban 
^  with  a  variety  of  flowers.   Their  women  wear  a  close  habit, 

-  imd  a  cotton  mantle  aver  their  shoulders,  having  their  armi 
\mn»  Their  houses  are  built  of  boards,  thatphed  with  leaves^ 
usnilly  two  or  thref  stories  high,  the  ground  floor  especially 

.  I>einff  divided  into  sevend'iqMrtments.  '  x 

•  The  Marefyken  or  7bp«(Me«  are  id<daters  from  various  In- 
dian nations,  and  follow  various  trades  and  (nrofessidns ;  and 
their  merchants,  under  licences  or  passports  from  the  oob»>  ^ 

^  pany«  carry  on  considerable  commerce  among  the  neigk^ 
bottriog  islands.   Some  of  these  people  are  gariMners,  others 

^  rear  cattle,  and  oUiers  breed  fowls.   The  men  of  this  mixed 

'  tribe  generally  dress  after  the  Dutch  fiwhion,  but  the  women 
wear  the  habits  of  other  Indians.  ^Th^  people  dwell  balk 
in  the  citv  and  country,  their  houses  b«ng  better  than  ^ose 
of  the  otder  Indians,  built  of  stone  or  bnck,  several  stories  ^ 
'  iiigh,  and  very  neat.  There  are  also  some  Macaasen  at  Ba- 
tavia,  so  famous  for  their  little  poisoned  arrows,  whith  they 

'  blow  ft-om  tubes.  This  poison  is  made  of  the  juice  of  a  cen>« 
tain  tree,  which  ^rows  in  Macasser  and  the  Bougit  islands, 
into  which  they  dip  the  points  of  the  arrows  and  mIow  thera 
to  dry.  The  wound  inflicted  by  these  arrows  is  absolutely 
mortal.  The  Bougii  are  natives  of  three  or  four  islands  near 
Macasser,  and  since  the  conquest  of  that  island  have  settksd 

.  at  Batavia.  They  ere  yerv  bold  and  hardy  felk>ws,  for  which 
a*ea8on  they  are  employed  as  soldiers  by  the  company.  Their 
arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  with  sabres  and  bucklers.    Be- 

\  sides  tihcso  enumerated  nations,  which  contributo  to  form 
the  pofiulation  of  .Balavia^  there  are  sevend  Anbenians  and 
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MHM  <itfier  Amftia  who  reside  there  occeiiopally  for  th« 
■eke  of  tndck  md  «Uy  no  longer  than  their  aibire  requirot 
AD  the  inhafaitmtl  WNmnd  Batevia*  and  for  a  teach  of  aboqt 
ibrty  leagnct  along  the  nwiintaini  of  the  country  of  Bantanw 
%i  aro  ipHnediately  r^bj^  to  the  govemoi^general,  who  lendf 
dfomrA  m  oonuDltiaf ies  among  them,  to  administer  justice^ 
and  lo  iBcdleet  the  puhUo  rev«uiei ;  and  the  chief  anon  of  tb^ 
aeveral  districts  resoct  at  OQrtoin  timet  to  Batavia»  to  give  an 
account  of  the  behavioiu;  ,of  these  commisaaries. 

The  city  of  Bataviat  and  all  the  dominioni  po&seMed  by 
the  company  in  the  ISast  Indies,  are  governed  by  two  su-* 
preme  cowdUs»  one  ^  which  is  namd  the  Council  of  the  « 
jndiest  and  theothertheConncil  of  Justices  both  of  whidi,  , 
are  tisfsik  at  Batavia,  the  capital  of  the  dominions  belonginff 
to  the  company.    To  the  fiftt  of  these  belons  all  nutters  St 
government,  and  the  entire  direction  of  puolie  affiurs,  snd^ 
to  tho  other  the  administratjon  of  justice  in  all  its  branches,  « 
The  ^vemorvgeneral  always  presided  in  the  fonner  of  theso  / 
councils*  whidi  is  ordinarily  composed  of  eighteen  or  twenty  f 
persons,  called  counsellors  of  the  Indies;  but  it  iddora  hap?   , 
pens  that  these  are  all  at  Batavia  at  one  time^  as  th^  aro 
usnally  promoted  to  the  sevdn  aoTemmenta  which  are  at  tho 
dic^poMd  of  die  con^Muiy;    Thu  council  assembles  r^^darly 
twice  an>wcek»  beiideis  asoflen  extraordinarily  as  the  governor  „ 
pleases.    They  deliberate  on  all  afibirs  concerning  the  inte«.  .$ 
rest  of  the  company,  and  superintend  the  government  of  thf> 
island  of  Java  and  its  dqsendeneios :  But  in  uffiurs  of  venr 
gpreat  importance  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  di^ 
rectors  of  the  company  in  Euro^  must  be  had.    From  thia  ; 
Council  of  the  Indies,  orders  and  instructions  are  sent  to  sjl 
the  other  ||Ovemment^  which  roust  be  implicitly  obeved.  In 
this  council,  all  letters  addressed  to  the  governor  or  director^ 
general  aro  read  and  debated,  and  answers  agreed  upon  by 
a  plurali^  of  voices. 

,    The  (Jouncil  of  Justice  consists  of  a  president,  who  iager 
nevally  a  counsellor  of  the  Indies,  together  with  e^;ht  cbun;-  \^ 
sellors  of  justice  a  fiscal  or.  attorney-general  for  affairs  of  "^ 
govamment,  WMther  fiscal  for  maritime  a^rs,  anfl  a  secrar 
tavy.    The  first  fiscal  has  a  vote  along  with  the  oonntellore 
and  receives  a  third  part  of  all  fines  oelow  an  hundred  fl»> 
rins,  and  a  aixth  part  ctf  all  above  that  sum.  The  diity  of  his 
office  b  to  observe  that  the  laws  are  obeyed,  and  16  prefer . 
jinformatiotis  agfunst  those  who  break  them.   The  iacal  of 
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'the  sea  hat  jarisdfotidn  over  all  frandi  committad  hi  oeoii'' 
itierco,  in  ca«cHi%>f  piracy,  or  in  whatever  tends  to  diiturb  the 

'fettled  rules  of  maritime  affairs.  Besides  these  sovereign  liri«> 
biinats,  there  ife  a  council,  of  the  ci^  of  Batavia,  consisting  of 
tiine  burgomasters  or  aldermen,  including  a  president)  who 
is  always  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies^  and  a  vice- 
president.  The  bailiff  of  the  city,  and  the  commissary  of  tbe<' 
iKljacent  territory,  have  also  seats  in  this  council,  to  which 
likewise  there  is  a  secretary.  «  r-       *»  ' 

The  governor-general  is  head  of  tho  empire  belonging  to 
the  company  in  India,  being  as  it  were  stadtholder,  captaink 
general,  and  admiral  of  the  Indies.  >  By  his  office  he  is  pre^( 
sident  of  the  supreme  council,  iii  which  he  has  two  voioeai' 
He  has  the  keys  of  all  the  magazines,  and  directs  every  thing 
"belonging  to  them,  without  oeing  accountable  to  any  one. 

I  He  commands  by  his  own  proper  authority,  and  every  per* 
aon  is  bound  to  obey  him,  so  that  his  authority  equals,  and 
teven  snrpassesj  that  of  several  European  sovereigns.  But  ho 
ig  accountable  to»  and  removeable  by  the  directors  at  home. 

;  In  cases,  homnever,  of  being  guilty  of  treason,  or  anyothei' 
enormous  crime,  the  Council  of  Justice  have  a  right  to  »dzt} 
iiis  person  and  call  him  to  account.  In  case  the  governor* 
goneral  dies  or  resigns  his  office,  the  Council  of  uie  Indies 
meets  and  elects  a  successor,  when  they  immediately  write  to 
the  directors  at  home,  desiring  them  to  confirm  and  approve 
their  choice.  They  also  write  to  the  same  purpose  to  .the 
states-general  of  the  United  Provinces,  who  have  reserved  to 
themselves  the  power  of  confirming  or  excluding  a  governofy 
general.  It  is  usual,  however,  for  the  directors  and  the  state 
to  confirm  the  choice  of  the  council)  and  to  send  him  letters 
patent,  conformable  to  the  desire  of  the  council ;  yet  there 
have  been  some  instances  of  the  directors  rejecting  the  go» 

.^emor-general  thus  elected,  and  sending  out  another.     ^^. 

The  salary  allowed  by  the  company  to  the  governor*ge- 

neral  is  800  rix-dollars,  with  other  500  dollarafor  his  table, 

and  also  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  his  households  But 

'these  appointments  form  a  very  small  portion  of  his  revenue; 
as  the  legal  emoluments  of  his  office  are  so  great  that  he  is 
able  to  amass  an  immense  fortune  in  two  or  three  years^ 
without  (^9j^f«Bsiiig  the  people  or  burdeniug  his  conscience. 
Being  the  head  and-  apparent  sovereign  of  all  the  countries 
belonging  to  or  dependent  upon  the  company,  he  is  allowed 
a  court  and  most  of  the  honourrtMually  paid  to  crowned 

t, .  -         •  4         headsy. 
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headi,  iji  cdm^anoe  with  the  oistoms  of  the  tait.  When  he> 

Sies  from  hi9  pplace  to  his  country  seat,  he  is  preceded  bjr<. 
e  lUtfiter  of  his  household}  at  the  head  of  six  gentlemen  .on" 
horsebaclc;  A  trumpeter  and  two  halberdcers  on  horseback- 
go  imriiedibtdy  befbre  the  coach.  The  maister  of  the  horse 
and  aiy  mounted  halberdeers  ride  on  the  right;  i^d  he  is 
followed  bgr  other  coaches  carrying  his  friends  toad  r^tinue^ 
The  wholi  eaivalcade  is  closed  by  a  troop  of  fisrty-eight  draK, 
goons,  commanded  by  a  captain  and  three  qaartfer-masters, 
atid  preceded  by  a  trumpeter  rict>ly  clothed.  If  this  officebe  ' 
considerable  for  its  honour,  power,  and  emolument,  it  is  alao 
very  fatiguins,  as  the  governor-general  is  employed  frodk 
monung  to  night  in  giving  audiences,  inreading  lett^  and 
in  ffivlng  ^rdiers  in  the  service  of  the  comptoy ;  «o  that  he 
seldom  can  alIo#  above  half  an  hc^r'^for  oiiiner,  and  even 
diflJpatdicH  pressing  affairs  while  at  table.  He  has  also  to 
receive  all  Indian  princes  and  ambassadors  who  coine  to  BfH 
ti^via,  and  of  these  roanv  arrive  every  ^ear.  *  ' 

'•  The  director-general  is  the  next  m  authority  after  the 
govemor-genera!l,  and  is  the  second  ^jerson  in  the  coundi  of 
weladiefa.  This  employment  rcraires  great  care  and  at* 
tehtion,  i»  he  has  the  charge  of  buying  and  selling  all  the 
coininodities  that  enter  ihtO'or  ^  out  neOm  the  Company's, 
warehouses.  He  gives  orders  for  the  kinds  and  quantities 
of  all  goods  senc  to  Holland  or  elsewhere,  keeps  the  keys  of 
air  the  magazines,  and  every  oflBcer  in  the  service  of  the 
Coinpany  makes  a  report  to  him  daily  of  every  thing  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.  He  has  the  supreme  direction  of 
every  thing  relative  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Com> 
pany,  both  at  Batavia  and  all  other  places;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  all  the  factories  belonging  to  the  Company  are  acr 
countaMe  to  him  for  iheJr  conduct. 
>  The  third  {lerson  in  the  ffovernment  is  the  Major-generaI« 
who  has  theiCommand  of  sJl  the  forces  under  the  governor-c 
general.  The  number  of  regular  troops  in  the  service  of 
the  Company  throughout  the  Indies  may  be  about  12,000 
men,  exclusive  of  the  militia,  which  amount  to  about  100,000 
roor^  and  ikre  veil  disciplined,  and  always  called  out  in  time 
of  dangers  The  entire  military  and  naval  strength  of  the 
Company  by  land  and  sea  is  about  25,000  men,  including 
officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors.  For  the  support  of  itscomr 
mercc,  the  Company  keeps  in  constont  employment  about 
ISO  ships,  of  from  30  to  60  pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  casep 
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M  mfiiBMyJut  tbfo  it  'mijP  t&ntf  to  fit  Mt  ftirty  of  di# 
kmtmok 

'     The  fledenotidd  gorMrntncnt  *t  Batatii«  or  comittoryp 

tfoniistt  of  eleven  penom;  vici  tlie  five  ministers  of  tlKiliwr 

Datbh  oburehes  in  the  dty,  and  thit  in  the  eitaMJ^  besldii 

the  nUnister  %ho  rasides  in  theidand  of  Ounutt  togedier 

vith  the  three  ministers  of  the  Fortnguese  ehiiiichel,  encl  thiEk 

two  belongiiig  Id  the  Miky  dlnreh.'  ThisfclMl  itoB  «re  HQ 

pntohmen'bmrBk  diol^.thvr  preedi  id  th4  Pot taywye  ^nd 

MtUmf  lang^Mges^    Ae  it  b^Aeemed  nceessery  thU^ibe  siete 

should  be  IniMttcd  tt  ell  that  passes  imbng  th^ir  dirgjri 

•  tfie  cSeVenth  penon  is  nominated  by  the  goTemokent)  whose 

Aqpedal  buliness  is  to  see  that  th«w  dd  nothing  contrtor  to 

the  hiws  or  to  the  rMjtdations  of  tho  Oimrknj»  ;  BcMde* 

theses  the  consistory  afio  tonsiris  6f  eight  elaers  and  tweilty 

*  deacons.    On^  principal  brindi  of  bnsiaess  confided  to^thw 

'  foosistoiyj  is  to  pioyide  ttiiniiters  for  the  sttbdrdiniiegor 

;  ▼emments;  where  they  are  relieved'  aflter  a  tertain  ttifsA  of 

■>  vear%  and  dthe^  retnrn  to  fiatitvia  dr  to  Holland^  toli^oy 

uid  firuits  of  thei^  kbouks.    Our  author  rshitee  thtt  one  of 

i  thecfe  ministers  went  home  in  the  satane  ship  itrlth.  him,  #1m» 

had  tnade  snch  good  use  of  his  time»  that  he  botaghi  a  iuMt 

'  jfS^  on  hil  ittun^  and  became  a  nian  of  qilali^*  "In  tibe 

•mailer  places  bdoikging  to  the  Gompanyi  i^h«re  thci^  are 

'  Ibo  estiblished  ministers^  an  itinerant  is  sent  once  in  Ar^'or 

IbUr  veari*  to  niarty>  baptitei  and  ditomse  the  oomtnunirtt ; 

mtdoi  is  necessary)  sidce  the  synods  do  not  permit  the  ptof- 

I  'Ingation  of  any  other  except  thd  reformed  religion  ia  the 

^  territories  of  the  Company. 

^  • .  For  a  lohg  tiine  thfe  Lutherans  have  solicited  for  jbermico 

I'  rion  to  have  a  dkurch  in  Biltaviii>  but  have  eotastantly  been 

^•refused,  though  certainly  a  just  and  reasoniabfo/danand) 

'"l^ecially  in  a  place  where  Mahomodans  and^Pagans  ttte 

^  lireely  tolentfedin  the  exerdie  of  their  relignon,  and  kh^re 

'^'ihe  Chinese  are  even  permittMl  to  worship  the  devil.    This 

1  ibclteiastieal  ccmsistory  has  sJso  depetadeut  upon  it  liH'the 

^  fechoolinasters,  consdators  of  the  sick,  and  catediists.    Of 

these  last  there  are  many  Jn  the  service  of  the  Company  in 

their  ships )  thdr  duty  being  to  say  jprayers  every  dqr»  and 

'  jto  instruct  audi  as  embrace  the  Christian  rdigibn;  and  as 

' .  they  are  mostly  natives,  and  qpeak  sevend  lai^fuage^  they 

'^  lure  the  better  able  to  give instriictions,  andlQ  t^dk  the  qbo- 

feMion  (tf  faith  to  so  many  difflsrent  natioiikt^    Such  as  Ate 
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'VoAfetttd  kre  btotis^  #ftd  nbAtt  thft  ooftimuniwi  i  and* 
ftff  the  b<tter  pTntM  latfaft  of  nnff^rniUj  in  dddirln«t  an 
dMtoil  vliltfllim  ^  all  the  ne#  wouterts  Is  aiade  Im[  the 

fld  rriigikMi  bib  toiade  anlaniig  progMwiitttRBciaUy  ainong  tbe 
btadkMf  <»f  K^hoin  our  kuthor  jays  he luuseen  150  tit •  time 
pikkt^t  tliemiMtlTes  td  readrb  ba|itisai.    ThU  however  is  not 
raiAly  graAt«d>  as  all  whb  rteeiVe  it  must  be  well  instnicted»' 
and  be  abl«  to  make  their  oonfesslbn  of  fiudi.    Th4,  Chinese 
art  tfell  knovm  to  be  so  obstinately  addicted  to  their  great 
Confucius,  as  not  to  be  easily  induced  to  embrace  any  other 
^MlgioM}  yet  som*  eren  of  them  iroat  tiiae  to  time  hltve 
.allured  t|reiv  idolatry^  'ind  embhi^ed  the jprotestant  fiiitfaii 
^Yet  6nr  antbor  spbrna^io  donbt  thdr  sintefl^,  fOl^dng.tfalu; 
«;^0  Chinese  ah  seldom  sincere,  in  uay  thitag )  find  he  tdltf 
i;ifi-^ai  a  Chidese,  oh  renoanciotf  idolati^f  said  he  waa  about 
lb  embrace  the  rdigibil  of  iho'C^pftaiy.  .1 

\--  The  touiltry  Urbnnd  Salvia  is  extremely  beautifii]*  and 
^^ihlly  be  said  that  nature  imdii'rt  seem  to  strive  whichfludt 
llfttit  die  greatest  share  in  fdmmiiig  it.    The  air  is  Jweet  and 
'^  iftlid,  the  land  extremely  fertile^  and  ti^e  &be  of  the  ootmkf5r> 
.finely  divehified  with  bills  and  viillie«:iitt  laid  out  in  r^lar 
pkitttdtibnst  Jbeautiful  cnhali,  and  lirhamer  can  eimtribufce  to; 
^AVBderihe  eiMintWpleasiint  and  aKreeibl&    Theislahdof 
"■.J^  ti  abont  jlOO  M^guea  in  oircuimeirenQ^  divided  into  ae- 
t  t<Aal  kiiigdc^  and  prindiklitles^  all  dependent  upon  the  enH 
|«tidr  WM  resides  at  KuUamtoi  except  the  kings  «tf  Bantam 
; ind  Japarti,  *  who  do  not  iicknowledge  hisauthority.   .Hib 
«'  Unidtry  prdduces  in  abundance  all  the  neoeslNuries  of  lifei  a§ 
j^41m»  Meat  quaiktlties  of  those  valuable  {Nrdductioos  which 
ib^tn  its  edtemerce.    It  Is  ibtermsrsed  by  many  mottntainsi 
\  rivers,  and  woods,  to  all  of  which  nature  has  botowed  her 
treaihm  with  a  bountiful  hand.    There  lire  gold-mines  in 
V  some  parts  of  the  country,^  and  ibr  some  years  the  govern- 
ment imutod  the  mountains  of  Paratig  to  be  wroi^^  iii 
*»  h&p«i«  of  reaping  profit ;  bu^  after  expoiding  a  million^  the 
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'  *  Tfaere  is  some  sbwage  error  hete,  which  we  do  iiofc  pieiuiiietecor- 
r^  er  explain.    In  the  former  section,  the  king  oi  Japan  it  laid  to  re- 
side chiefly  at  Kattoiura,  which  in  the  present  instance  is  said  to  be  the 
residence  of  the  emperor.    In  m  after  division  of  this  collection,  more 
^^inple  and  distinet  acooonts  will  be  found  of  this  tich  isfauid*  ^dw  subject 
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13(^  Early  Cirewnnavigalioiu*      part  ii.  MOCflf^f 

nftrcuilM  i>ere  found  not  to  be  fully  ripcfned. '  ThoM  i^iot 
directed  this  enterprise  were  much  censured)  and  the  works 
have  been  long  discontinued.  Some  are  thorouffhl^  tatisflwl  •. 
that  ^e  natives  find  considerable  quantities  of  gold  m  several- 
places,  which  the^  carefully  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of. 
the  Dutch.  During  the  lost  war  in  Java,  which  continued' 
from  1716  to  172),  the  inhabitants  of  some  parts  of  th»^ 
country  were  so  often  plundered  that  they  were  reduced  tal' 
absolute  beggary  i  yet,  after  a  year's  peaces  they  wens,  obff 
served  to  have  grown  excessively  rich,  having  plenty  of  gold»  '* 
ixtfli  in  dust  ana  ingots.  'v. 

The  mountaiiii  of  Java  are  Vfery  high,  so  that  many  of;  J 
them  can  lx>  seen  at  the  distance  of  thurQr  or  forty  lMgu^«/^ 
Thot  which  is'coUed  the  Bine  Mountain  is  by  fiur  the  hi^M^ ' 
being  seen  ft-om  the  greatest  distance  at  sea.    Java  is  Stttjeoti*^ 
to  frequent  and  teriiblo  earthquakes,-  tirhich  the  inhabitonta^^ 
believe  are  caused  by  the  mountain  of  Parang,  which  is  fuU'' 
of  suljjrfiur,  salt-petre^  and  bitumen^  which  take  fire  by  their  ' 
intestine  oommotions,  causing  spsodigious  struggle  withinl 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  whence  proMeds  the  earthqnidie;;. 
and  they  assert  thkt  it  is  common,  after  an  earthquake,  to/ 
see  a  vast  cloud  of  smoke  hanjuingover  the  top  of  that  moun-. 
tain.    About  thirty  yArs  bemre  Koggewein  was  in  Batavio, 
Idynheer  Ribeck,  then  governor*general,  went  with^roany^i^ 
attendants  to  the  t(»>  of  wis  mountaii^,  where  he  perceived  a.^. 
large  cavity,  into  wnich  he  caused  a  man  to  be  let  down,  to  ^ 
examine  the  inside.    On  his  return,  this  man  reported  tJiotr  ' 
the  mountain  was  all  hollow  within,  that  he  heard  a  moib^ 
frightful  noise  of  torrents  of  water  on  every  side,  diat  he>  hetd:., 
and  there  saw  flames  bursting  out,  so  that  he  was.  afraid  of  ^ 
going  far,  from  opprehension  of  either  being  stifled  by  the^' 
noxious  vapours,  or  falling  into  one  of  the  chasms.    The 
waters  in  tne  neiahbourho^  of  this  mountain  are  unwholcv/ 
some,  imd  even-uose  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Botavia  are 
impr^nated  with  sulphur,  those  who  drink  much  of  them 
being  liable  to  several  disorders,  particularly  the  dysentery. 
But  when  boiled,  their  water  is  entirely-freed  from  the  sul-  . 
phur,.and  does  no  manner  of  harm,  though  drank  copiously. 

T^e  fruits  and  phuits  of  Jaya  are  e^^cellent  pnd  number- 

lesst 

'*  '  la  plain  English,  tlie  iidneral,  or  ore,  yita  so  poor  as  not  to  defray  thf 
expence  of  exvncting  the  metal;— £f  * 
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Iflil.    Among  these  the  cooo»-nat  tree  ii  by  far  the  noK. 
▼tlneble,  ••  betides  ito  finUt  dreiidy  des<^bed,  the  bark  nukee 
«Undofhemp  whiebis  manufactured  into  good  ropes  and ^^ 
cablai  i  the  timber  series  to  buiU  houses  ang  ships,  and  tha , 
laates  ierve  to  cover  the  fbrmer«    It  it  said  that  the  fatber.<> 
o£#  family  in  this  country  causes  .a  .ooooa<nut  tree  to  be. 
ptftlnd  at  tha  birth  of  each  of  his  children,  by  which  each 
■N^;  timt^t  know  his  own  a^^  as  this  tree  hat  a  circle  riting, . 

SJv  on  itastem,  so  that  its  age  may  be  known  by  count-, 
tn^se  circlet ;  and  when  any  one  askt  a  father  the  agea; 
ia  children,  he  sends  them  to  look  at  his  cocoa  trees. 
There  are  numerous  woods  or  forests  in  different  pi^rts  of 
^  tbe  iiland|  in  which  ai«  abundance  of  wikl  beasts,  as  buf^. 
'  loes^  tigers,  ihinoceroses,  and  wild  horses.   These  also  abound. 
In  airpents,  some  of  which  are  of  prodigious  sise.    Crooo-, 
diJefj  are  numerous  and  large  in  this  wand,  being  mostly 
fiMiod  about  the  mouths  of  the  rivers ;  and,  being  arophi-. 
bious  animals,  d<^ht  much  in  marshes  and  savannans.  Like. 
the  tprtoise^  this  creature  deposits  its  eggs  in  the  hot  sand%, 
taking  no  farther  c«ure  of  them,  and  the  sun  hatches  them  iar  ' 
-the  proper  season,  when  they  immediately  betake  themaqlvea. ' 
to  the  water*    A  short  time  before  the  arrival  of  Roogeweia 
at  B^avia,  a  crocodile  was  taken  in  the  mouth  of  tue  river 
to  the  east  of  the  city,  upwards  of  ^irty-threc  feet  long,  and 
pxo^rtionalhr  large.    They  have  fowls  of  all  kinds,  and  ex-  4; 
qaisitely  good;  particularly peacodcs,  partridges,  pheasants^,,, 
and  WDO^pigeons.    The  Indian  bat  is  a  great  curiosity,  dif-  , 
iering  iittle  in  :form  from  ours,  but  its  extended  wings  mea- 
sure a  full  yard,  and  its  body  is  as  large  as  a  rat  r*^ 
'    There  are  great  numbers  of  excdlent  fish  of  different  sortf  ^ 
^tobe  had  in  the  adjoining  sea,  and  so  plentUul  and  cheap,., 
that  as  much  may  bebougnt  for  three^pence  as  will  dine  six. 
or  seven  men.    Tortoises  or  sea-turtle  also  are  abundanl^; 
their  flesh  resembling  veal,  and  there  are  many  persons  who^ 
think  it  much  better.     The  flat  country  round  Batavia^^, 
abounds  in  all  kinds  of  provisions;  and  to  prevent  all  dan-, . 
ger  of  scarcity,  vessels  belonging  to  the  Company  arc  con^  . 
tinuolly  emploved  in  bringing  provisions,  spiceries,  and  alLv 
other  necessaries,  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  island*-, 
together  with  indigo,  rice,  pepper,  cardamoms,  coQee,  an4-  ' 
the  like.    In  the  magazines  and  store-houses,  there  ore  ol^r 
ways  vast4||uantiti/es  of  rich  and  valuable  commodities,  not  of 
Java  Qply,  but  of  all  parts  of  India,  ready  to  be  transport- 
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4A  to  other  pnU  of  th«  ComMnv's  doqiinlooii  in  tUo  ih^ 
urbloh  iMum  Am^aatty  to  HoUam^ 

The  homew«rd''boiind  ihim  Mil  Ah  tbn^  cwtrjr  ym^  fMok 

B^tUu    The  fint  fleet  ieib  in  Jtil^  generelly  oon*iitln*  at 

foot  or  ilVe  Mil,  which  touch  on  their  wey  et  the  wena  ui 

C^km.    The  ieoond,  of  six  or  teren  teMelt,  Mils  in  Stp" 

tcitaber.    The  third  imuoUt  oontii ts  of  ftom  tkteeh  to  twentjr 

ship%  and  leev«  Beuvio  i)i  OcU»ber.    The  ibnrtlt»  of  toot 

or  five  flMidt,  mUs  In  Jennary*    And  the  flftfai  being  onlf  n 

(•ingle  ship,  Mriefelly  Mib  in  March,  but  not  till  the  tiUmi 

of  Uie  flefet  trom  Chine  which  brings  the  tee«  of  which  th* 

nrindpAl  pert  of  the  cargo  of  (hit  lEip  eontiiti»  wherdbro  it 

M  ttioally  eilled  the  tea-$hip:   The  common  pteple  call  il 

iUm  the  book'thht  as  it  carries  home  the  current  acooobt  of 

the  whole  year,  oy  which  the  Compahy  is  enabled  to  jodgo  of 

*  th«  state  of  iu  trade  In  India.    It  is  to  be  observed  that  OMMr 

ehina,  laden  with  the  rieh  tommodlties  of  many  oonntriii^  All 

^  fail  from  this  single  port  of  BatAvia  I  the  ships  firoin  Mokha 

i  which  Mrry  ooflls^  beltig  the  Only  veksels  in  the  seTritie  of 

.  the  Dutbh  East  India  C^pany  that  ate  dlOwM  to  pNceOi 

''directly  home  without  gohig  to  Batafia. 
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,  Tm£  next  best  ootemihent  bdonging  to  the  Dutch  iSaet 
:  India  Company,  after  BataVia,  is  that  oflhe  island  of  CtfyloH* 
The  goTernor  of  this  inland  is  getterilly  A  ttelioiber  or  the 
^council  of  the  Ihdiesi  and  has  a  council  appohltfed  to  asiiM 
bim,  flrAmed  after  the  model  of  that  in  BataviA,  only  thai 
She  Members'are.  not  quite  such  greAt  men.  ThoU|pi  the 
governor  of  Ceg^lon  be  dependent  upon  the  Council  Of  th^ 
Indies  at  Batavia,  he  is  at  Uber^  to  write  directljr  to  th<j 
(directors  of  tne.  Company  in  Holland,  without  adungper^ 
mission  from  the  goyernor-general,  or  being  obliged  tO  give 
Any  account  of  his  conduct  in  so  doii^.  This  sittgohir  pfl^ 
Vilege  has  had  bad  effects,  having  eVen  temptod  sdlbe  ^ 
Vernors  of  Ceylon  to  endeavour  to  withdraw  tnenoHOltes  fwUk 
their  obedierice  to  the  Company,  in  order  to  bteonlO  AbSO^ 
lute  Bovereigns  of  the  island.  There  have  been  mAny  eK* 
ainples  of  this  kind,  but  it  may  be  suffidinit  to  mention  the 

two 
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lira  ImI«  owfaiff  to  thi  tkmiitty  bf  iwo  luooeMiTC  oov^nioi^ 
VaUk  itod  VffMajrhv  whitth  nadt  a  cooiklerable  ooIm  In  Eii^ 

^Vhm  Ui  Ramoir  left  th4  goierniatnl  of  Cagrkm,  bb  kn* 

medbt*  wicaaiib^  Mr  Valtt^  begin  to  mI  th*  tjrint  towards 

.  ail  trio  ware  riot  ao  fortubata  at  to  Ua  in  bb  ao6d  graee*» 

Sieeulinff  botb  Enrbpeaiii  and  natives*    Havlnff  from  tha 
inning  fbmlied  the  project  of  rtmddring  himadf  ata  idde- 
dent  ■orerdgtt,  he  (tiinued  bit  |rian  iteadily^  bj  tiiob 
Irialhb^  ai  leembd  beit  oaloulaled  to  Insora  sucoeM^    He 
iboMght  it  naceMarr  in  tba  fini  place  to  Hd  himself  of  tha 
yMieal  persons  in  the  idabd,  and  of  all  bavifag  the  repilta- 
tlon  of  wisdpdiy  tacj^imeeh  plnd  penetration.    Iri  order  to 
lave  appaartudisk  and  to  piajr  the  villain  with  an  air  of  ^uk 
(leeb  ha  thought  it  ndoesshry  to  tmbip  np  a  preifitded  plot* 
and  caased  infiirmatiobs  to  be  prderrca  Against  such  per* 
■dm  as  ha  inttoded  to  rnin^  charing  theni  wiih  having  an- 
^  telftd  ihto  a  eonspiracy  to  betraj  the  mrlncipal  fortresses  of 
*  tba  iAbnd  iii^  the  nAnds  of  Sdme  nireign  power.    This 
**  tobeme  secui^  him  in  two  wavsn  as  it  semncd  to  bianifest 
^  'Ills  gl«at  seal  for  the  interest  of  the  Companj^  and  enabled 
'  idm  to  convict  those  he  batdNl  of  high  t  JcAson,  and  to  d»> 
{Hrita  them  at  ofcice  of  lift  and  fbnubei    To  nsuage  thb  the 
^'nora  eatily,  be  obntrbrid  to  changa  the'meiliMrs  of  hi* 
?  oonndli  into  Whidi  he  bronght  creatures  of  his  own,  on 
r  Vbose  acquiekcenoe  In  bb  iniquities  be  could  depend  upolu 
;Tbe  oonmcatioib  of  the  estates  rimI  dTects  of  a  niimber  of  in^ 
.iBOceht  perscfns  ^hbm  ht  Mud  murdered  bV  ibefee  £ilie  Judi-^ 
'  wUL  pt'ooeedbi|(s,  gave  bim  the  means  of  ouigittg  many,  an4 
V  gained  him  numerous  dependants. 

■"*('    Vbist  wos  bom  in  ladaa  of  Dutch  parents,  andltad  a  strong 
.  Aatnral  opacity  which  had  been  iihproved  by  sasiduoiis  ap- 
'  tolication  to  his  stadies^    His  dark  broW^  and  morose  air, 
ihewefl  the  cruelty  of  his  disposition :  Yet  he  loved  and  pro>> 
"ifectad  the  Indians,  either  from  a  natural  disposition,  or  be- 
oausB  he  deemed  thCm  fit  instruments  to  forward  his  de- 
'  ^gib.    In  order  to  gaib  the  natives  in  bis  interest^  ^u  pre- 
ferred them  to  many  vacant  offices  under  his  government,  it| 
^  dilrect  opposition  to  repeated  instructions  from  the  Company, 
[  to  bestow  the  principal  offices  on  Dutchmen  or  other  Euro- 
peansi    After  canying  on  his  designs  with  much  dexterity, 
and  having  acquired  by  gifts  a  vast  number  of  debendants^ 
ready  to  tupport  his  purposes,  some  of  the  fidtUfiil  servants 
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of  tltt  Company  sent  rach  dear  and  diidnct  infonnitiontof 
hii  proceedings  to  Holland^  as  voflBdenilj  erintfed  liis  rcii^; 
intentions,  in  spite  of  all  his  arts  to  c(»ceal  them.    At  length 
that  Qmpany  sent  out  Mr  Versluys  to  snporseda  him  in  Ine 

Eremmentof  Gegient  with  orders  to  send  him  prisoner  ta 
taTia.    As  sobR  as  he.  arrived  therei  abundance  of  anfo«»v^ 
nations  were .  preferred  againft  him,  fosra  varie^  of  crimen 
hothof  a  private  and  puD]ienat;ure(  inioiaU  of  which  tbrf 
coDBcilof  justice  made  strict  inquisition,  and  were  fuRiishe4! 
ykitik  abundant  proofs  ^of  his  guilt.    In  the  ead^  he  fn^fil 
confeMM  that  he  had  eausedninetcen  innocent  persons  tobi' 
put  to  ilcath,  having  put  them  all  to  the  torture,  extorting 
from  all  of  them  confessions.of  crimes  which  thoy  had.  neves^v 
even  dreamt  of  committing.    He  wnsaccordinmy  senfend^l 
to  be  broken  alive  on  the  wheel,  his  body  tO;&  quarterad* 
and  his  quarters  burnt  to  ashes  and  thrown  diito  the  seftif^m^ 
Such  was  the  deserved  end  cf  the  traibor-and  tyrant  Vuisti 
yet  Versluysj^  who  was  sent  expressly  to  f  amend  what  the 
cither  had  done  ainiss,  and  to  make  the  people  for;^  the  eX4> 
oesses  of  his  predecessor  by  a  mild  and  gentle  iadminntrittiottf^ 
acted  perhaps  even  worse  than  Vuist.    Vcrsluys  was  by  si»| 
means  of  a  cruel  dispositioBk  wherefore,  strictly  speakii^h^' 
shed  no  blood,  yet  acted  as  despotically  and  tyrannical/  af 
the  other,  though  with  more  subtilty  and  under  a  fiurw.ap^ 
pearance.  :  His  sreat  point  was  not  the  absolute  posscsaioa^ 
of  the  country,  but  to  possess  himself  of  all  that  it  cdm/'f' 
tained  of  value.    For  this  purpose,  immediatdy  on  getdi^ 
possession  of  the  government,  he  raised  i  the  nprice  of  ricci't 
the  (fread  of  the  country,  to  so  extravagant  ahe^ht  thatitha 
people  in  a  short  time  were  unable  to  purchase  it,  and  wJsrf 
soon  reduced  te  bc^jgary  and  a  starving  condition.    Their 
humble  representations  of  the  great  and  general  mise^  whidi% 
reigned)  among  all  ranks  of  people  throughout  ithe  ishmcl^ 
made  no  impressioa  on  his  avaridens  disposition ;  but  att 
things  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  till  an  account  ^his  nenf 
larious  conduct  was  transmitted  to  Holland.    Wheninn*^ 
formed  ^f  the  distressed  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cej^ 
loQ,  tbe  States-general  sent  out  Mr  Docmbourgh  as  goven-^ 
jaoTf  with  orders  to  repair  all  past  errors,  and  to  treat  the 
natives  with  all  possible  tenderness  and  indulgence. ,  On  hia 
.arrival,  Versluys,  aiie/  beggaring  the  whole  nation,  took  i% 
into  his  head  that  they  would  defend  him  against  his  ma». 
Xer»i  and  absolutely  refused  tp  resign  the  government ;  and 
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had  mea  the  ia^akmcj  to  fire  qMM»  the  Compaiij^t  Mpti  as 
tb^lay  at  «bdMr  wUi»rodl  of  Cbloitfbb;  ^DbMboaicV 
however,  imiiMdiatefy'  landed*  and  his  anthoritf  #bs  sehaity 
>econiised<fcrf  allihe  CSompany's  servpnt^  aiid  salHnittedito 
by  the  peopw.  He  caused  Versli^s  to  be'  immoJiatdy  tat* 
ivsted  and. sent  tp  BatKna,  iriMre  a  long  criminal  procese 
ms Jnstituted'  against  him,  but  which  was  noi  oohchided 
'^rheniour  author  left  India^  v-    i  •  ' 

I'  Of  all  the  Asiatic  islands,  Cevlon  is  perhaps  the  faire^and? 

>-  most  fertile.  It  lies  to  thf  ^p.  of  the  peninsula  of  Iiidi»on 
tibM-sideof  the  Ganges,  beture^n  the  latitudes  of  5"  80<  «n^ 
9^  N.  and  between  the  longitudes  of  TS"  45' and  82°  WE* 
ao  that  it  lesKtends  ?Q  madne  leagues  from  K.to  S.  and:49 
leagues  from  £.  to'W.,;  ;.It  is  so>  fertile  and  delipious,  thitt 
«nany  have  bdieved  it  to  bftip^bitMin  the  seat  4>f  the  terrestrial 

-  paradise ;  and  tho  natives  certainly  believe  this,  for  they  pre- 
tend to  shew  the  tomb  of  Adam,  and  the  print  of  his  root  on 
the  mountain  named  the  Peak  of  Adam,*  one  of  the  highest 
mountains,  in.  the  world.  On  another  mountain  there  is  a 
'  salt-lake^  which  the  inl^bitants  affirm  was  filled  by  the  tears, 
shed  by  Eve,  while  she  wept  incessantly  an  hundred  yeara^ 
for  the  death  of  Abel.  ' 

;  The  principal  places  in  Ceylon  are  Jafhanatam,  Trinka- 
maly,  Baracola,  Punta  de  Oaua^  Columbo,  Nc^gOmbcs  Si2»> 
vai»,  and  Candy.-  The  Dutch  East  India  Company  arepos- 
sessed  of  all  the  coasts  of  the  is]and,-and  ten  Or  twelve  leagues 
within  the  land,  and  most  of  tlisi  before-mentioned  towns,  ex- 

■  'iCfi^tthe  two  last* ''While  the  Portt^ese  had  possession,  they 
Jhttilt  abundance.of  forts  for  their  security,  so^bat  the  Dotm 
found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  dislodge  them ;  but  having  omi- 

^.  ffracted  a  secret  treaty  with,  the  king  of  Candy,  the  Portu- 

SaeSe  were  attacked  on  all  sides,  by  sea  and  bund,  and  were 
riyen  by  degrees  out  of  a\l^  their  possessionsi '  Since  then, 
the  Dutch,  have  taken  much  pai^s  to  cultivate  a  good  under* 
standing  with  that  native  sovereign,  from  whom  they  have  ob- 
tained almost  every  thing  they  demanded.  They  send  every 
year  an  ambassador  to  him  with  various  presents;  inretur& 
for  which  his  Candian  majesty  sends  to  the  company  a  caslo- 
«t  of  jewels,  of  such  value  that  the  ship  which  carcies  ^  )iomi» 
Ut  reckoned  to  be  worth  half  the  fleet.  i  tla  ^>m;  . . 
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I  '  This  gross  absurdity  is  not,|rorth  csntesting ;  but  the  fact  isy  that  the 
real  natives,  the  idolaters  of  the  interior,  refer  both  the  tomb  and  the  footf 
mark  to  their  false  god,  or  lawgiver,  Bodh. — E, 


Pi^te  de  Oi^  sad  GoInB^  we  ti^  tira  priadptd  plaiBMi 
k  th*  wiMd,  the  Uittm<  bei4g  the  firidencv  of  the  |pTeHMir» 
and  tbetither,  fvoperb  mmking,  ii  <M4f  the  port  o(  that 
ei^  :  Thoush  extremely  hot,  the  air  of  Ge^loii  it  reckmwd 
bcaldiv,  and  the  eovntrr  alMMnda  with  eKoeHcqt-iruite^^ 
namr  kindt.   The  lea  and  thie  rivers  afi>rdtideot7  of  varioiie 
hinde  of  fish.    There  an  sJio  oq  the  hadriataA  abundaBoe 
of  fowls,  both  wild  and  tame^  and  aumy  wild  animals,  pari&r 
eiUaxfy  elephants  that  are  laraer  than  aigr  other  cdiiuitry  in 
A«a»  also  tjsen,  bears,  civ«  cats,  moMBS|fB,  and  othenui 
Ckmanum  is  &e  fmidnotionibr  whidi  dlisistond  is  peouiliar^ 
fiunous,  as  that  whi«li  is  prociutad  here  is  estimatca  fiur  suport 
ttor  to  any  othev.    The  Dutch  East  India  Companjr  haTe 
the  entire  monopoly  not  only  of  this,  Init  of  all  the  other  t^pii 
ces,  with  which  they  supply  all  parts  »f  the  world.    C^inaH 
mon  is  the  inner  bark  of  a  tk'ee  resenltlii^  the  orange  thq 
flowers  of  which  Terymuch  resemble  those  of  the  Jaiard  both"* 
in  siie  and  figure.    There  are  three  sorts  oCoiniMmon.  Tlie 
finest  is  takcin  firom  young  trees;  a  ocMurseradt  iiraai  the  old 
ones;  and  the  third  ia  rae  ttUd  ehmamotit  oi  cassia,  wUsli 
grows  not  only  in  Ceylon,  hut  in  Malabar  and  China,  and 
of  late  years  in  Brazil  The  company  also  derives  areat  pro* 
fit  firom  an  essential  oil  drawn  from  dnnamoo,  wh^  sells  at . 
a  high  price ;  and  it  also  makes  considerable  gain  Ivjr  the  pro* ' 
eiouB  stones  found  in  diis  island,  being  rubies,  ndute  Mid 
blue  s^iphirieB,  tqiazes^  ahd  others.        . 
-  ^  Off  the  coast  of  this  Island,  at  Maaaar  and  Tutecorin, ' 
there  is  a  fine  pearl  fish^,  which  brings  in  a  large  revenpe| 
being  let  twice  a-year  in  f%>rm  to  certain  blade  merchants. 
The  oysters  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  the  fidieiy  is 
onty  earned  on  in  fine  weather,  when  the  sea  is  perfect^ 
calm.    The  divei*  ha^  one  end  of  a  rope  fastoied  round  hif 
body  below  the  am>pits,  the  other  end  being  tied  to  the 
boat,  having  a  large  s^ne  Ued  to  his  feet,  that  he  may  de- 
scend the  quicker^  and  a  bag  tied  round  his  waist  to  receive 
Hhe  oysters.    As  soon  as  he  gets  to  Uie  bottom  of  the  sea,  he 
takes  up  as  many  oysters  as  are  within  his  reach,  puttim 
them  as  fest  as  possible  into  the  bagi  and  in  ord  r  to  ai^ 
cend,  pulb  strongly  at  a  cord,  different  from  tbatwhidi  is 
round  nis  body,  as  a  signal  fi>r  those  in  the  boat  to  haul  hini 
up  as  fast  as  they  can,  while  he  endeavours  so  shake  loose 
the  stone  at  his  feet    When  the  boats  are  filled  with  oys- 
ters, $he  black  merchants  cairy  theip  to  diifcrept  places  on 
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tile  ootHy  adUiw  ihon  at  to  Dtnoh  Mm  hundred  ^  ivliioh  tnui* 
h  iMfundqai  Ibi  th*  |pr^Mei%  ti^  KmMtaBwsi  find  pMiri» 
o.f  .jrwit  vidM^'^  and  ■oBwrimw  mm^  at  «U»  or  Adm  omjr  of 
nr^dlYidiie.'^   ''^>''  Hi'.jn 

The  inhabl^tt  of  Geylon  «re  calltd  dtifoltnam,  or  CSiitf 
^VTj  who  are  vofmdywy  tall,  of  a  very  oark  complexioD* 
v^feiy  large  ears,  owing  to  tbe  nnmerouk  large  andbeav^ 
ornamentf  they  wear  in  tbem.  They  aremenoforeftcoitM. 
ragflb  and  litre  in  a  hardy  ipanner,  and  are  thererove  excels 
lent  soldicn.  They  are,  for  the  most  pare,  Mahomfdans,% 
though  there  are  many  idolaters  among  them  who  worshig 
and  ealves.    The  inhabitants  of  the  interior  do  nel^ 


^ieaJAj  rei^pe/A  the  Diitch,  whom  they  term  their  coa$(»keqH 
m%  in  dension ;  but  the  Dutch  care  little  about  this,  endnu* 
fomrlng  to  keep  in  good  eorre^iondence  y^ik  the  kin^  of 
C!andy,.|vho«e  d«niiu<»s  are  separated  from  theirs  by  a  largo 
"TW^id  met,  and  by  impenetrable  ibrests.  The  C^ylonese 
are  remarkable  for  their  great  skill  in  taming  elephantstj 
idiich  they  employ  as  beasts  of  burden  in  time  of  peaces  and 
render  '>f>rv[ceable  against  their  enemies  in  war* 


:.^,:     '■     .,  Sfcnov  X-^'  .'vl-i-^ 

^  *  SfliMvJfceotiftf  iff  the  GovemmenH  cf^mbohm,  Banda.  Ma* 
"^^  caMcr,  the  Molucca^  MaUacca,  ana  the  Cape  of  Good  Ho]^  ' 


:  .UA 


Thk  third  govemmait  under  the-fiast  India  G>mpany  la 
that  of  Amboina,  one  of  the  Molucca  irfands,  which  was  for- 
merly the  seat  of  the  governor-general  till  the  bwlding  of  Ba« 
tavia,  when  it  was  transferred  were  on  account  of  its  advan- 
tageous situation,  in  the  centre  of  the  company's  trade  and 
sMtleme^ts,  while  Amboina  lay  too  far  to  the  east.  Tha 
i^and  of  Java  aho  is  vastly  more  fertile  than  Amboina,  pro- 
diickig  «U  the  necessaries  of  life  in  abundance^  so  that  it  hai 
no  dmradenoe  for  provisions  on  any  other  countrj^  while 
they  had  provisions  to  search  for  in  all  other  places,  at  the 
time  when  the  government  was  established  at  Amboina. 
Tiin  ishmd  is  one  of  the  krcest  of  the  Moluocas,  beinjTdtu^ 
atad  m  the  AreMpetago  of  St  Laxarus,  in  hit  9*  40r  dl  and 

Jong. 

^Tkaaathor  lias  proliably  eodbunded  the  ondaal  nativw  dTCaylop, 
wh^,  fu«  idolaterB,  with  the  Malaya,  who  are  Mahomedans,  and  of  whom 
a  considenbli  pumber  we  fiettled  oa,  the  coast  country,->>£. 
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long.  128^  SO'  E.  21"  SOf  or  4S0  marine  leagaet  eait  fi^Nn 
Batavia."  Itmu  conqiMi*ed  in  1519  by  theiBottugilin^  tvho 
built  A  fort  there  to.  Keep  2he  inhabitanti  under  sub^ectiDny 
and  to  facilitate  the  conquest  of  all  the  adjacent  islands.  Thia 
Ibrt  was  taken  by  the  r)utch  in  1605»  but  they 'did  not  en- 
tirdjr  reduce  the  whole  island  of  Amboina  and  the  neifj^- 
lionrfaif  Mands  till  1627(  by  xyhich  conquest  «the^  acqnirsd 
fntire !  >.4etsion  of  the  clove  tradej^  whence  ^hese  islands  art 
tenueci  the  gold-mme  of  the  compiiny,  o^^tS  to  the  vast  ,pi^ 
Ht  th^draw  from  them,  and  it  is  so  iar  superior  to  other 
gold-mines,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  these  islands  being  evur 
•odiausted  of  that  commodity.  A  pound  weight  of  clovee,br 
nutmegs,  for  the  company  has  the  entire  monopoly  of  bolJbi» 
does  not  in  fact  cost  the  company  much  more  than  a  half- 
penny* and  every  one  knows  at^hat  rate  the  spices  are  soli) 
in  Europe.  Amboina  is  the  centre  of  all  this  ricn  ^Mfmercc} 
and  to  keep  it  more  effectually  in  the  hands  of  the  company* 
all  the  clove-trees  in  the  other  islands  are  grubbed  up  and 
desti^^ed ;  and  sometimes,  when  the  harvest  is  very  large  at 
Amboma,  a  part  even  of  its  superfluous  produce  is  burnt,  i 
This  valuable  spice  grows  only  in  Amboina  and  the  oUier 
five  Molucca  islands,  and  in  the  islands  of  Meao,  Cinomo^ 
Cabel,  and  Marigoran.  The  Indians  call  cloves  calafoor, 
j!irhile  the  inbabitants  of  the  Moluccas  call  them  ckinke.  The 
cidve-tree  is  much  like  the  laurel,  but  its  leaves  are  narrower, 
resembling  those  of  the  almond  and  willow.  Even  the  wood 
and  leaves  taste  almost  as  strong  as  the  cloves  themselves. 
Theae  trees  bear  a  great  quantity  of  branches  aiid  flowers,, 
and  each  flower  produces  a  single  clove.  The  flowers  arc  at 
first  white,  then  green,  and  at  last  grow  red  and  pretty  hard, 
and  are  properly  the  clo*  -^s.  While  green,  their  smeU  is 
sweet  and  comfortable,  beyond  all  other  flowers.  When 
ripe,  the  cloves  are  of  a  yellow  colour,  but  after  being  gather^ 
ed  and  dried,  they  asiume  a  smoky  and  black  hue.  In  sa- 
tlierjn^  they  tie  a  rope  round  each  bough,  and  strip  offUie 
whole  ,of  its  produce  by  forccj^  which  violence  injures  the  tree 
for  Uie  next  year,  but  it  bears  more  than  ever  in  the  foUow- 
ing  season.  Others  beat  tlie  trees  with  long  poles,  as  we  do 
Wwntttrtrees>  when  the  cloves  fall  down  on  cloths  j|>read  on 
the  ground'  to  .receive  them.  The  trees  bear  more  firuit  than 
leaves,  the  fruit  hanging  from  the  trees  like  cherries.  Such 
cloves  as  are  sold  in  the  Indies  are  delivered  just  as  procured 
from  the  trees,  mixed  "with  thd.t  stalks,  and  with  dust  and 
f     '  dirt } 
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dirt;  biit mcAi  as art'to belninipbrted  to  Holland  are  fMe^t 
^lly  doiiiad  and  freed  from  the .  stalk*.  If  left  iin|{atheve(l ; 
«nfthiB  tree*  thct  grow  large  and  thick, ;and  are  then  idrQcidr 
motktr^hm,  ym&h  the  Jairancw  value  more  than  the  oth«i» 
but  the  Dntch  prefer  the  ordinary  dovea^  ^r  - 1 
>  No  eare  it, ever  taken  in  propaoaiii^  or  pkintiiig  dove^r 
<|iM«,  'iw  die  oloves  which  fi|ul  to  the  geoiand  prodoci  thete* 
in  abundance^  andvthe  raitis  make  them  gnnf  to  iut  thai> 
they  givefr.iiit  in  eip  mI  yean,  continuhig  to  bear  for  AMArf . 
than  an  hundred  yean  after.  Some  are  of  pjlinioii  that  the' 
dove-tree  does  not  dirive  close  to  the  sea^  not  when  too  fus- 
removed  I  but  seamen  who  haie  been  on  the  island  assertT 
that  they  are  found  every  where^  <m  the  mountains,  in  tfaif 
voliies,  and  quite  near  the  sea.  They  ripen  from  the  lattll 
end  of  August  to  the  be^nhing  of  Jannairv.  '  Nothing  wha^. 
ever  gfon;;!  below  or  near  these  trces^  neither  gras%  horbi  iifi 
weed,  as  their  heat  draws  all  the  moisture  and  BourHhmeiil 
of  the  spil-to  themcelves.  Such  is  the  hot  nature  of  doves^ 
that  when  a  sackful  of  them  is  laid  over  a  vessd  of  water^' 
some  of  the  water  is  visry  soon  wasted,  but  the  cloves  are  no 
way  ii^ui-ed«  '  When  a  pitcher  of  water  is  left  in  a  room  in 
which  cloves  are  cleanea,  all  the  water  is  consniAed  in  twa 
days,  althouffh  even  the  cloves  have  been  removed.  Clovea 
are  preseryedin  sugar,  forming  an  extraordinary  good  con«- 
fection.  They  ,are  also  pickled.  Many  Indian  women  che# 
cloves  to  give  them  a  sweet  breath.  A  very  sweet^meHh^ 
water  is  distilled  from  green  cloves,  which  is  excellent  for 
strengthening  the  eyes,  by  putting  a  drop  or  two  into  the 
eyes.  Pov'der  of  cloves  laid  upon  the  hmd  cures  the'head- 
achc;  and  used  inwardly,  increases  urin^  lielps  digestion, 
find  is  good  against  a  diarrhoea,  and  drank  in  m*lk,  procures 
sleep.       ,      . 

.  A  few  days  after  the  cloves  are  gathered^  they  are  collect- 
ed together  and  dried  before  the  fire  in  bundles,  by  which 
operation  they  lose  theif  natural  beautiful  t  *  colour,  chan* 
ging  into  a  deep  purple  or  Mack.  .  This  is  perhaps  partly 
owing  to  their  being  sprinkled  with  water,,  which  is  said  to 
be  necessary  for  preventing  worms  from  getting  into  them. 
Those  periKMis  who  are  sent  for  this  comnaodity  in  the  com* 
pany's  ships,  practise  a  fraud  of  this  nature,  in  order  to  con* 
ceal  their  thens :  For,  having  abstracted  a  certsin  qoantity  or 
prq)Qrtion  from  the  ck>ves  received  on  boasd^  they  fdaos 
two  or  three  hogibeads  of  sea-water  among  tbiM^reii^ng) 
rouxi.  K  ,  5  -TTs^r       which 
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which  it  til  iiiokfld  up  in  t  ftw  doyi  b^  the  clovtii  whioh  thvt 
recover  their  ihrmer  weight.  By  this  contrivtnoey  the  oatli* 
tiiin  end  merchtnt  or  lupercargo  tgreeing  together,  find  • 
wtj  to  cheat  the  oomptny  out  of  pert  of  this  valuable  com- 
xnodity.  Yet  thit  firaud»  though^  eatv  and  expcditioust  it  ex- 
tremelv  daiigeroini  at  when  detected  it  ii  invtriably  punish- 
ed wkn  death,  at^d  the  company  never  want  spies;  Owing 
Hb  thii»  elo«  *  ire  commoalv  enough  caUed  galgen  kruid,  or 
gftQeiwt-n)ick  J  frequently  bringing  men  to  an  ill  end. 
'"Hnie  lupf  :  Anboina  has  a  pension  iVom  the  company, 
and  a  gu«^  tif  European  soldiers,  roaintainod  at  its  expence. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  island  are  of  middle  stature,  and  of 
black  complexions,  being  oil  extremely  lazy  and  given  to 
meving }  yet  some  of  them  are  very  ingenious^  and  have  a 
abuular  art  of  working  up  the  cloves  while  greeninto  a  va^* 
lie^jgf  curious  toys,  as  small  ships  or  houses,  crowns,  and  such 
Mke,  which  are  annually  sent  to  Europe  as  presents,  and  are 
much  esteemed.  Those  of  the  Ambomese  who  adcnowledge 
the  autborttv  of  <  .le  king  are  Mahomedans,  but  there  are 
many  idolaters  who  live  in  the  mountains,  and  maintain  their 
independence,  considering  themselves  as  free  men,  but  the 
king  and  the  Hollanders  reckon  them  savages ;  and  as  they 
are  guilty  of  frequent  robberies  and  murders,  they  are  alwaya 
reduced  to  slavery  when  cauffht,  and  are  treated  with  the 
QtmoBt  rigour,  and  employed  in  the  hardest  labour.  On 
this  account  a  ntost  excessive  hatred  subsists  between  them 
and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  island,  with  whom  they  are 
perpciually  nt  war,  and  to  whom  they  hardly  ever  give  quai^ 
ter.  Their  arms  are  bucklers^  swords,  and  javelins  or  pikes* 
.  The  garrison  kept  in  the  tort  of  Amboma  is  numerous, 
'iuid  constantly  maintained  in  excellent  order,  being  compo- 
sed of  the  best  troops  in  the  company's  service.  Ine  fort  is 
flO  strong,  both  by  nature  und  art,  as  to  be  reckoned  impreg- 
nable, mi  so  emctually  commands  the  harbour,  that  no  ves-^ 
sel  can  possibly  go  in  or  out  withuuc  being  sunk  by  itis  can- 
non. Although  the  rich  commerce  in  cloves  mieht  make  a 
sulBcient  return  to  the  company  for  the  charges  ot  this  island, 
yet  of  late  vears  cofibe  has  been  ordered  to  be  oiltiveted  bere^ 
and  is  likdy  to  turn  out  to  advantage.  While  this  island 
waaunder  the  government  of  Mr  Barnard,  it  was  discovered 
that  considendMe  quantities  of  jp;old-dust  were  washed' doifrn 
by  the  tmrents  in  some  parts  ofthe  mountains,  and  by  tra- 
cing up  the  auriferous  streams  to  their  sources,  the  mine  has 
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flt'latt  been  ibtiiid.  Attlxrfto  aho  produon  a  red  kiodl  dt 
#oodi  l»hieli  h  botk  beatitifal  idd  dufable,  ahd  Is  hAttifattj 
enrtbeiliilMd  iiaito  grain  with  abtfndanc'e  of  carious  figuretj 
Of  ibii  #ood  thfl^  liiakd  tables,  cabinets,  writingrclcsks,  i^tid 
otber  beautiful  pieces  of  furnitttre,  wbich  are  sent  as  present!; 
to  the  principal  persons  in  the  gorermnent^  the  rest  b«a§ 
sdd  «t  extravagant  prices  sill  over  India. 

The  ftmrih  government  tinder  the  company  is  iSandti,  $ti . 
island  aboiii  n(^  leiigues  from  Ambohntf  towards  tha  ipil^ 
and  to  the  sOntblrtrd  of  the  Moluccas.  The  govtfmbr,  who 
is  generally  «i  cininent  merchant,  rosidcAi  at  Neid,  the  capln 
dial  df  (he  conntrW  and  his  sevei'al  other  neighbouring  islaiicu| 
under  hil  jurisdiction,  in  the  government  of  all  wnfch  be  ti 
assisted  by  A  toondl,  at  at  Amboloa;  Id  some  represenii- 
(ions  sent  hotti^  and  published  by  the  company.  Ibis  isUi^ 
it  set  f(Mth.  at  being  verv  eipensive  to  the  comity,  an^  0 
thinly  inbw.bited  aS  to  take  off  very  little  goods,  whUe'ii  is  t6 
barren  ais  to  require  large  supplies  of  provisions.  All  this  it 
pure  artifice;  tor,  though  Banda  is  a  v^ry  small  island  iti 
comparison  with  Amboina,  beina;  only  about  twelve  leaauei 
in  circumference,  it  certainly  ai^rds  as  great  profits,  whiclt 
arise  from  the  important  connnerce  '  nntmcgl,  whidig^# 
here  in  tneh  proidigiout  qivtntitite  ua  tp  enaue  the  utititSi 
company  to  supply  all  the  nlarkets  in  Eurbpef. 
-  This  admimble  and  inuch-valned  fruit  grows  in  no  other 
pirt  of  the  world  except  Banda  end  a  few  other  htatSl  islaadb 
m  it«  ne^hbourhood,  named  Orattan,  Gdimanasa,  Waver, 
ipiiloowai,  abd  Pulo-rioti.  The  nutmeg-tree  is  much  lixe  at 
peach-tree*  but  the  leaves  are  shorter  and  rounder.  Thci 
:firuit  is  at  first  covered  by  two  skins  or  shells,  the  outer  one 
being  tough  and  as  thick  as  one's  finger,  which  talis  off  when 
the  fruit  ripens.  This  outer  rind  when  candied  has  h  find 
taste  and  flavour.  Wiien  tliis  falls  off,  the  n^xt  is  a  fine 
i^ooth  skid  or  ped,  which  is  the  mace,  or  flower  of  the  nut- 
meg )  and  below  this  is  a  harder  aind  blackish  shell,  much 
like  that  of  a  #alnut ;  and  on  opening  this  shell,  the  nutmeg  . 
is  found  within,  being  the  kernel,  llie  dioce  is  at  first  of « 
fine  scarlet  colour ;  but,  when  ripe*  it  falls  off  the  shell,  and 
it  then  of  an  orange  colour,  as  it  comes  to  Europe.  They 
preserve  whole  nutnM»);s  in  sugar,  which  make  the  best  sweet- 
meat in  India.  The  Bandanese  call  nutmegs  paUa,  and  niaco' 
buaa-pdUa.  There  are  two  sorts  of  nutmegs ;  thc^'One  beinc^ ' 
of  a  long  shape,  called  males,  and  the  other  roiokl  and  red-  ^i 
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«\\»h,  ciUlcd  femalesi  which  latt^  have  betUtr  Uite  4nd  fl««. 
voter  than  tke  other.  When  gathered  and  the  macQi^arefulhl 

Krewrved,  the  •beHs  are  removed  i\ad  the  nj^tmegi  driedt 
eiiift  first  thrown  among  Quicklime,  ai  otherwlM  wonpi 
would  breed^jJE^  an^?  destroy  them. 

Tliere  are  feveral  islands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bandit 
in  which  the  uufnieg-trees  grow,  but  thefMt  are  carefully, 
destroyed  every  ^eaf,  which  at  first  sight  may  teem  ex- 
trapr4inary,  as,  if  once  destroyed,  one  would  ipagune  Uvty, 
would  never  grow  again.    But  Uiey  lure  pimually,  currMc 
by  birds  to  dnesie  islands.      Some  persona  allege  that  the! 
biids  disgorfpB  them  undigested,  while  others  assert  that 
Iney  pi|Mi  through  in  the  ordinary  manner^  still  rotiM9ing 
tb^ir  vegetative  power.   This  bird  resembles  a  qucIkoo,  and 
is  callea  the  nutmefl-gardcner  by  the  Dutch,  who  probibiir 
Aeir  subjects  from  liillinjg  any  of  thein  qn  piun,  oi  .d^mth. 
llie  putmeg  is  a  sovereign  remedy  for  itrengthenipg  thq 
brain  and  memory,  for  warming  the  stomach,  aweetenina  thei 
breath,  and  promodng  urine ;  it  is  also  good  .aminist  flatu-; 
lence,  diarrhoea,  head-ach,  pWo  of  ^e  stom^nch, lieat  of  >)j^«i 
live!',  and  amenorrhoea.    Oil  of  nutm^.  is  a  powerful  Gor-> 
^fat    Maoe  is  aA  effectual  remedy  for  weakness  of  .the  sto- 
ma^, helps  digestion,  expels  bad  humours,  and  cures  flato- 
lence.    A  pldster  of  mace  and  nutmegs  in  powder,  and  di- 
Ifited  with  rose-water,  greatly  strengthens  the  stomach.   Be<t. 
ipig'peculiar  to  Banda,  merchai^ts  from  Java,  Malucca,.  Chi- 
na, and  all  parts  of  the  Indies,  come  to  Neraand  the  other 
towns  of  Banda  to  purchase  qiace  and.nutm^;  and  imnien^,., 
diately  on'  their  arrival,  they  all  purchase  wives  to  keep  house 
lor  thiem  and  dress  their  victuals  during  their  stay,  which  i» 
usually  two  or  three  months,  and  when  they  go  away  agaia 
^ey  give  liberty  to  these  temporary  wives  to  go  where  they 
please.  ^ 

The  island  of  Banda  is  very  hilly,  yet  fertile,  the  govern- 
ment among  the  natives  being  a  kind  of  commonweafth,  ad- 
ministered Dy  the  Mahomedan  priests,  who  are  very  strict 
aiMl  severe.  The  population  of  the  wh(^  island  may  be 
idwut  12,000  persons  of  all  ages,  of  whom  about  4000  arc 
fighting  men.  It  is  so  well  fortiiBed  as  to  be  deemed  impreg- 
nable, yet  there  is  always  a  numerous  squadron  of.«mall  ves- 
sels on  the  coast  for  farther  security.  The  garrison  il  numer- 
ous, but  in  i|,wo'rse  condition  than  those  of  any  other  garri-^ 
•  sonijbeliovigitfg  to  the  company,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
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^ktoidkt'  «s  ihe  Idttid  |i^^  btrrtn  laiid]^  •ofli'  whorefore 
Vhe  vdldf^rt  eiit  dosi,  eats,  and  ony  otwir  anlu^l  they  ican 
.iiid;  For  «ix  Innontiit  of  the  yelr  they  have  toleiible  afii^- 
fiivee  of  tttiUe  or  sea-tortoises,  and  after  this  Utey  are  ffltiHl  tp 
'ietiliitM  sorry  fishiknw  and  then  ^   Tfaeir  tread  is  m&de 
from  i^pAoe  of  n  tre«,;which  resembles  the  gijbunds  of  beer 
-When  flm  'itftyti,  bat  grbWstaihard  a*  a  stone' when  dried : 
Vet;  wHcth  ^  ihto  wat^r,  it  s#elll  and  fbrmenis,  a^d  so  b^ 
^eomes  fit  to  eat,  at  least  in  this  country,  wherie 'nothing  #n« 
It  to  be  H«f.'    Buiie^,  rice,  ^iied  fish,  and  ocHc^r  proviiiODs, 
anTall  iffiik>rt^  1^^(to  Batatfal  and  are  much  tdlbltlcar  tb  bo 
ptt^hiahed  bj^.the  soldiers,  i.^  \h>fi  in  any  gre^t  plenty.  I'^os 
the  Ihb'abitahte  arefnOtaedf  ih^  haj^pieit;  but,  to  do  them 
justice,  they  |ive  futfy  as  #el!  as  they  aesiirvei(  oi  there  is  not 
ah  hdn^t  hiau  on  th6  inland.  •'''r  ^^^  . > 

'"  Aebol^ih^  to  the  Dutch,  the  ortgioal  natires  of  this  island 
'^te  so' cruel,  pcrfic^ious^iihd  intractable,  tha^'  theyijri^e 
^rcied  to  root  them  out  In  a  great  measure %r  tlieir  aw,a 
aiscnrity,'  ^nd  to  send  k  Dutch  icolony! to, occupy  the  island: 
Bat  such  a  colony  as  has  ^  not  i^ubh  mended  the  matter,  be^ 
ibg  entirely  composed  of  a  i^spaliy  gobd-for-nothing  people; 
who  were  either  cbnt^t  to'^^mej,  or  were  senten<^  to  bo 
sent  hei«,  almoi&t  to  stiiK'e,  not  being  abl6  to  live- elsewhere: 
Their  taisery  ftt  this  plie^  do^afi^t  continue  long,  as  they  aro 
uiufdly  soon  carried  off  b^  the  dry  gripes  or  twisting  of  the 
guis,  whiph  is  the  endemic  or  jwculiar  disease  of  the  coi^fa- 
try.  Hence,  end  because  wild  young  fellows  are  sometimes 
sent  here  by  their  relations,  the  Dutch  at  Batavia  usually 
eallthis  f'trbeetering  hldti^f  or  the  Island  of  Correction.  | 
Maeasser,  or  the  island  of  Gelebesi  is  considered  as  the 
fourth  best  government  after  Batavia.  Thiii  island  lies  be- 
twie^ii  Borneo  and  the  MdUcCas,  260  leagues  or  13°  £. 
f\f6m  Batavia.  It  is  a  sin^uldrljr  irregular  island,  consist^ 
ing  in  a  manner  of  four  long  peninsular  proqesses,  two  pro- 
jiecting  eastwards,  and  two  towards  the  south,  reaching  from 
iat.  1"  SC  N.  to  5"  45'  S.  and  from  long.  119«  to  125»  ny, 
both  £.    It  is  qiUed,  and  with  great  reason*  the  key  of 

.-:.4*?f1X5   iff  :u    '/.i       .  ^|,g- 

*  This  is  eontradictoiy,  having  been  before  described  as  hilly,  yet  fer- 
tile.—E*  ; 

*  This  account  of  the  matter  is  not  easily  understood,  and  seems  to  want , 
canfirmatiqn.    Perhaps  it  is  an  ignorant  or  perverted  report  of  sago:  Yet 
there  may  possibly  be  some  tree  or  plant  aOofding  a  considerable  quanU*^ 
«f  fcGula  or  starch  by  expression.'— £. 
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the  ipke  Mknd^imd  the  form  of  Iti  government  ip  raucl)  the 

,*»!"•  ••  ,*n  .***?  PllfceC,W«nA^  cpwUting  of  l»  g«wfP)Wr  wd 
ioottncii.  Smcf  the  pma  oonqiitn^  these  islai^cU  iftNn  we 
Portuffueie^  tliey  bave  careAiUy  fprtj^ed  the  •ea-q)f|t,  fa^ 
,  bave  alwajri  f  yery.numerpui  ffari;^n  in.  tb?  ibrt  ^,  Mftpat- 
^jmTi  where  tl)e  govemior  reaic^;  which  Ja  parti^i4arqr  nt" 
OQuary,  ,|M,t)^  jiTand  ii  very  popnlouvaod  J|W  ifia^l'P  •)»• 
jTopU  jpoq}Mjriiif)f|  the  brave^.  and  be|t  w>li9i«ni  in.Ifi^if* 
}if  nf»t^fmT|»M,|J«Vf  i»api)w«Wc  trt«(8ble  ^,^f|P|<|gW 
jt  wai  ff  ^fB|gl|h  Mibdued^  aoq  itanda  it^w  in  fp.ipimi^  fire 
:ot  the  eov^aav  t»  any  other  lution :  But,  till  veiy  latel^t 
theexpencee of  tlie  trooptat  thli  plpce were fo |argo>  tnat 
ihe  coipmuiy  derived  veiy  little  gajiy  from  tlje  congwft,  m- 
though  the  uave-trade  here  is  very  profltible.       jj 

Before  the  last  Macalser  waiTi  wnich  enfM  U|  Uie  ci^tir^ 
f^ugatioif  of  ^e  prince  of  (hit  country,  be  iras  #ble  to  pro- 
icura  jgpiMt  oJMfititife  of  niafei  nutniffgf^  *"*^  clovpPi  wb'^^  Im» 
poM  tjifi  tbe^gU(ib:.«|^4  pUier  ni^lfoi^  at  much  njor^  ijffw 
»b]e  rfktMtha^  ^^^ttE.pi>9cu^ , them  from  the  J^i^jtcbs 
For  which  reasonthe  X>qtcb  weri?  a,t  great  pains^i^^.^jN*!^^ 
to  reduce  this  island  to  entire  subjection,  that  it  mifpl  be«> 
fipmo  the  bulwfurlc  of  the  Molvupcas,^  and  secure  tjieijr  nionor 
mily  of  the  spipe-tr^e :  But,  for  similar  reastuif,  tl^ie  piber 
jji^ijiropean  j^owers  iovght  to  bi^vo  supported  the  Vipg  of  Mi|» 
paeser  in  his  independence.  The  istaiid  pf.Celd^es  i^.very 
fertile  aiid  prpdnces  abundaxu^  of  ric^  and  .arfi<;^(e8  qf  great ' 
value  in  the  Inpi^.  tpe  inbabi(tant8  are  pf  ^niddle  s(atqr% 
find  hav^  yellow  V(>Q^l«<iF^i>8^,witb  gopd  features,,  and  #re  of 
brisk  and  activp  dispositions : '  j3ii(  are  naturally  ^i?vesi. 
traitors,  anid  qi^Hrdereirs  to  sycb,  a  d^ree,  that  ^  is  ppt  safe 
for  ap  ^urppf^  to  venture  Iwyppd  tlie  wails  pf  the  ^rt;  <M^r 
dark,  or  .^  tr^vc^  §t  any  timet  i^r  ipto  the  coqn^ry,  >at  b«  be 
robbed  ai^d  mi^rq^red.  Yet  many  pf, the  natives  liyeninder 
the  protection  of  the  Putph  forts,  l^lpg  free  bi^rgpfSf^Rj  who 
i^ry  on  con^dervjtble  tradp.  Therp  are  also  a  ponsiderpble 
number  of  (phinefie  residentSi  who  spii  from  bcPCe  in  vepsdb' 
pf  their  pvifn  t»  al|  parts  of  the  cppipany's.dpmipiops,  and 
ivrbp  acquire  immense  wealth  by  means  of  extensive  com- 
merce. 

.  7he  inlapd  ppuptry  is  under  the  dominion  of  three  differ^ 

ent  princes,  who,  fortunately  for  the  Dutch,  are  in  continual 

opposition  to  each  other ;  for,  if  united,  they  might  easily 

dnye  ^p  Pptch  frpio  |b^  iilfm^    Oop  of  thpw  princes  14 
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Hyled  dMrCMiMy'c'JEAK'uho  Htos  in  aotod  oortmpoad'* 
fliM«  witkttbe  Dutch,  and  •promotes  their  uitcrMt  as  ftrfti 
1m  on.  On  thii  account  the  Dutch  make  him  present*  of 
fowtidahible  Talue  from  tioM  to  time,  sudil  as  gold  chains, 
golden  aoroncts  set  with  prccloas  stones,  and  the  like)  in 
dfdar  lofkaep  him  stead v  in  his  allegiahtr,  and  to  prevent 
Um  from  uniting  with; the  other  two  prmoea  of  the  ishuid* 
Vome  Utde  time  before  th^  avi-ival  of  Hoggewiin  at  Batavia, 
g  j4di  gold-mine  was  di^arered  in  Cdebesi  to  which  a  dl* 
raetor  and  a  great  number  of  workmen  were  sent  from  Bata* 
1[ia;  but  how  far  this  has  been  attendadwith  sttooes%  mw 
author  was  unable  to  say.  )iiV/oiti 

Ttmkte  ia  the  fifth  govaninitfnt  at  the  disposal  bf  the  com- 
pany, and  the  fkrtheit  east  of  all  beVmgi«g  to  the  Dutch  do^ 
minions  ia  India,  so  that  it  ia'a  kfaid  of  frontietv    Thagoi 
>amor  is  always  a  merchant^  imd  has  k  oonnciH  like  all^tha 
Mhers  already  mentioned.    This  is  oqe  of  the>largeit  oSitlKb 
'Molucca  isUmds,  ind  the  khig  of  Temate  isthe'most  valdafal# 
of  all  the  allies  of  the  company;  as,  although:  hisi  ishind 
WDold  abound  in  ckTes^  be  oauses  them  to  be  rooted  ont 
annually,  for  which  the  obmpaUy  allows  Mm  a  pension  of 
ei^teen  or  twenty  thousand jrix  dollan.yiMrlyi.i  H«  hlisilUc^ 
wis^  a  numerous  lifh»gua(d»wiUi  a  vety  strong  ibrti  well  gav^ 
v|^ned,  allf  at  the  cxpenee.of  the  comiiany.    The  kings  >(tf 
Tidora  iand  Bachran  am!  his  tributariea.    Temate  is  very 
^NctU*^  and  abounds ; in ^Uaorts of  provisions,  andio^fliwry 
thing,  that  can  contribute  to  the  ease  fiid  happinciaof  lifii, 
vat  itftcomiUcrce  is  of  no  great  importance,  Inurdly  amount* 
ugv  tp  ai'  much  as  is  necessary  to  defray  the  charges  crfi  the 
govermnent.    It  was.at  this  time,  however,  expected  to  torn 
out  to  better  account,  aB.a;  rich  gold-mine  had  been  reijianitly 
diacqvered.    The  nadves  ire  a  middle-sized  pec^le,'  ^fong 
and  active^  more  fiuthfol  thui  their  neiffhbours,  and  better 
afiiect^  towards  the  Europeans.  In  reli^on  they  are  mostly 
Mahometans  or  Pagans;  but  <^  late  many  of  them  had  .be- 
come! Christians,  chiefly  occasioned  by  their  king  having 
dechured'hinudf  of  that  religion,  a  point  offfreat  conseqiipnae 
towards  the  conversion  of  the  people.   The  inbabltaniB'' of 
Temate mriee a speciesof  palm  wine,  ca\]&iSeggewt»i^hi^ 
is  excessively  strong.    There  are  here- many  nKMt  baauliiUl 
budj%  having  feaihers  of  all  sorts  of  colf^ft^  iharmingfy  di- 
veraified,  which  are  sent  to  Batavia^  where>they«it  smd  at 
high  prices  ftn  account  of  their  bonuty  aOd  dod^,'  as  they 
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maj  bt  tmwht  to  uag  findy,  and  to  imiute  tb*  httBun  ioiw. 
Many  Biidt-o^PanidiM  are  also  brought  from  thb  Mand. 
There  are  Mferal  wrta  of  theio  birds.  The  moit  oomnon 
kind  is  yeliow,  having  small  kwdiM,  about  eight  ihehci  long 
exclusive  of  the  tail,  which  is  half  a  yard  long,  and  somatinMs 
moroi  The  second  kind  is  ml,  the  third  blue^  andtbofottrth 
Idack.  These  hut  are  the  most  beaatifiU  and  most  in  reqnai^ 
being  called  the  Kinff  of  the  Bkds^r.Paradise4  This  kfaid 
lias  a  crown  or  tuft  of&ath^m  on  the  tqp  of  its  heari^  which 
lies  flat  or  is  raised  vp  at  plcaaure.  In  this  they  Tesembb 
the  codbctii  or  cockatook  a  bird  entirely  white,  with  ft.yeUow 
crown  on  its  head.  ;<•■//■  ^  :.>fi:i 

The  silth  aovernment  is  Makcca,  which  dtv  Is  dw  capi- 
tal of  a  small  kingdom  of  the  same  name^  inhwited  by  M»« 
layans  or  Mahiys.  The  governor  heris  is  a  merchant,  and  is  * 
aasisted  by  a  council  like  all  the  others.    This  kingdom  of" 
Malaira  is  the  south  part  of  the  peninsola  of  India  beyond ' 
tho  Ganges^  being  divided  from  tne  island  of  Sumatra  by  a 
strait,  luuliod  the  strait  of  MakMca.  This  oi^  is  of  consider* 
able  site,  and  carries  on  an  extehsive  commerce^  ftar  wUkh 
it  is  admirably  situated,  and  is  the  storehouse  or  eoiporiom 
of  all  thkt  part  of  India.    It  is  also  the  rendezvous  of  all  the 
homeward-bound  ships  from  Japan,  which  make  at  thie  place 
H 'distribution  of  their  merchandise  into  vsirious  aasoriments^' 
which  are  sent  from  hence  to  all  the  settlements  of  the  ooln^ 
pany  in  India.  .  It  is  however  subject*  to  the  great  incaen*^ 
liienoe  of  acarcitf  of  provisions,  having  nothing  of  that  kind 
exoept  various  torts  of  fish.    The  pnnoes  oi  the  adjacent . 
conittriet  and  their  subjects  are  all  notorious  pirates^  and* 
give  much  disturbance  to  the  trade  of  India;  but  are  parti- 
cniarly  inimical  to  the  Dutch  company,  and  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  all  the  evil  in  their  power  to  itssub)ccM. 
tKhese  people  ^sufi^red  formeriy  some  severe  reverses  from 
the  Portuguese^. who  were  formerly  established  her^' and ' 
since  from  their  successors  the  Dutch,  which  has  gradually^ 
reduced  their  power,  so  that  they  are  now  much  less  Able  to 
carry  on  their  depredations.    TJtie  natives  of  Malacca  are  of 
a  J  very  dark  complexion,  but  brisk  and  active^  and  greatly 
addicted  to  thieving.  Some  are  idolaters,  but  th^  are  mostly 
lilafaoiiietans. 

When  the  Portoguese  were  masters  of  Malacca,  they  had 
no  less  than  three  chnrdies  and  a  chapel  within  tho  fortress, 
IMid  QQe  <>ii  th«  Ptttsidei  That  vhich  is  now  used  for  worship 
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bf  Um  Dittch  ilaiick  eoniplcaoiiil^  on  Um  top  of  •  killj  mmI 
aui^ite  Mcn  loir  a  great  diaUiioe  up  or  down  lh*  icnuift  It 
liM  •  flsff-fetaff  on  tM  top  of  its  sle«p)ci  wli«n  •  flag  is  k\w&y 
diipliycdonfladnff  athip.  Th«  fort  is  largo  and  itffong.  A 
tkfad  part  of  its  walls  is  woahed  bj  flio  iaa :  A  dasp,  narrow^ 
and  rapid  river  covers  its  western  side;  arid  all  iho  rest  is 
■Boavaa  by  a  broad»  deep  ditch.  The  governor's  house  is 
both  beautiful  and  convenient,  and  there  are  several  other 
good  housesi'  both  in  the  fort  atid  the  town  :  But»  owing  to 
tne  shallowness  of  the  sea  at  this  ph^e,  flhips  are  obliged  to 
ride  abofve  a  league  off,  which  is  a  great  inoouvenience*  as 
the  fort  is  of  no  use  to  defend  the;  iroMs.  The  straita  hero  are 
not  above  four  leagues  broad,  and  though  the  oppositei .  Mst 
of  Sumatra  b  very  low,  it  may  easily  be  seen  in  a  dea^  day : 
Haboe  the  sea  here  is  islways  quite  smooth,  except*  In  squalls 
of  wind,  which  are  iMnerally  accompanied  wuh  thunder, 
l%toing,  and  rain.  These  squalls,  toough  violent,  seldt.'B 
lastmore  than  jm  hour.  •-     '^ 

'  The  country  of  MaUcca  produces  nothing  for  exportation, 
except  a  little  tin  and  elephants  teath  {  but  has  several  excd- 
lent  fruits  «k1  mdUM  for  the  use  of  .its  inhabitants,,  and  the 
refreshment  of  strangers  who  navigate  this  way.  The  pine- 
apples of  Malacca  are  esteemed  iho  best  in  the  worlds  asthsry 
never  cAnd  the  stomach;  while  thoise  of  other  plates,  if 
eaten  in  the  smallest  eoccess,  are  apt  to  occasion  suHeks.  'hm 
iMmgMetA  is  a  tielieious  fruit,  almost  in  the<shape  of  an  ap- 
ple.' Its  skin  is  thick  «nd  red,  and  when  dried  is  an  excel- 
lent astringeitt.  The  kernels,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  are 
like  doves  of  garlic  of  a  most;agreiBabletasto»  but  very  cdd. 
The  ramboUaH  is  a  fruit  about  the  siie  of  a  walbut,.  with  a 
tmigb  sl^r  beist<with  capillaments^!  bad-  the  pulp  within  is 
veryjsavotiry.-Mri  ■;■:■. 
Thet«  is  a  high  roounUun  tothe.N.Ei  of  Malacca,  whence 
several  rivttrs  descend,  that  of  Malacca  being  one  f  thera> 
and  all  these  have  small  quantities' bf^gold  in  thdr  .^  mels. 
llie  inland  inhatutants,  called  Monaeaboet,  are  a  barbarous 
and  savage  people^  whose  chief  ddight  is  in  doing  injurv  to 
their  neighbours.  On  this  account,  the  peasantry  about  Ma- 
lacca sow  no  grain,  except  in  inciosures  defeni'ed  by  thickset 
.<  -        ,,  prickly 

■|MfrH<  ,>if|,{l7{K.'  -■  '•  . 

^  Thia  uncominon'  wiMtl<  is  explained  by  JoHason,  as  "  small  threadu  or 
liaua  jrowiiHt  ip  IMs  jn^N  d"  iuwen,  adorned  with  little  !kBO^"—ii^ 
it  ojsy  be  supposed  to  mean  tliat  the  fruit  ii  hairy.— E.    '      -    -       fjv  * 
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priddy  btdljei  or  ddep  ditdhei :  For,  whec  ibe  grain  i*  rip* 
in  the.  open  pltina,  toe  Monacaboet  neve^  'kil  to  MlJ^^n 
firtii.  Tteye  inland  natitea  are  much  whiter  thjtn  the  S&Jays 
(^  the  Jonrer  country ;  and  the  king  of  Jobor,  whose  lutpfoti 
thevare  or  ouj^t  to  be^  has  riev^rheen  Able  to  oiviliae  them. 
When  the  Dutch  finally. attempted  to  conquer  Mtalisca 
from  the  Portuguese  inialliatoce  with  th|i>lung  of  Johor,  and 
beaicsedit  both  b^  aea  aind  londi  they  foiind  it  too  strong  to 
be;rwHoe4  by  forces  -and  thought  it  wouki;be  tadiou*  tb  re> 
duce  It  fay.fiunine.  Hearing  that  the  Portuguese  govfamOr 
was  •  sordidt  avaricious  wretch*  much  hated  by  the  gacrisoo^ 
they  tampered  with  him  by  letters,  offering  him  mountains 
oi  gold  to  betray  his  trbs^  and  at  Iragth  struck  a  bargain 
with  hink  for  60,000  dbilluns^  and  to  ponVey  him  to  Batikvia^ 
Having  in  conse^pience  of  his  treachery  got  into  thevfori^ 
iprhere  they  gave  no  quarter  to  any  one  found  in  anina^  they 
diqiatchod  the  governor  ^himself,,  to  save  paymient  of  the  |nro* 
mised  bribe.  .■'!'-^i' (a:- ;.  icmu-i' 

,  Theiaeyentli  government  bestowed.by!<^^ODmpanyi^'<hat 
of  the  Cape  of  >  iSood  Hope.  The  governor  here'is  always 
one  <tf  this  counveliors  of  the  Indies,  and  baa  a  council  to  as- 
sist hiob  i.This  ookinw  wai  taken  from  the  Pbrtugnese  by  :the 
Dutch,  in  165Sy  and  Is  justly  esteemed  one  of  the  moatimv 
portant  places  in  the  hands  m  the  dompany*  though  ihe-pm^ 
.  filslderiv^  from  it  jaret  not  comparable  toi  v/hat  theyidnive 
from  some  of  the  islands.:  in  the  East  Indies.  Fonnerlyl|ruiga 
were  stili  wors^  as  the  torenties  of.  this  s^tknient  ftll  weirl 
of  it^ictkpences.  Yet  tdM^  eoQipany.lMiHid'  hierdlytjcarry  cm 
'he  trade  to.  Indi%  were it  notin  posaeswah^  c^  this  pUce^  ai 
^here  oujythe  ships>  can  miet  with  waterand  oth^  refnab^ 
menta  ion  the,  outward  and;  homeward^bonnd  vby^giea  $  and 
these  arc  indispensably  necessary,  especially  for  aoeh  ship  as 
ar^  distressed  -vith  thi-a^urvy. .  This  place  so  hhbands  ixl  all 
sorts  of  prmiisions^  that  there  never  is^iany  sciireity,.  notwitb* 
standing  the  vast  yearly  demand,  atiddl  ships  putting  in 
here  are  supplied  at  moderate  ratef.  Tliese  refreshments 
consist  of  beef,  mutton,  fowls,  fruit,  ve^;etables,  wine,  and 
every  thing,  in  short,  that  is  necessary,  either  ftN*  recoverii^ 
the  sick  on  sbor^  or  recruiting  the  seap>«!teire^/orthecontft* 
nuancf  of  the  voyage  out  or  home.  In  the  space  of  a  year, 
at  least  forty  outward-bound  ships  touch  here  from  Holland 
alone,  and  in  these  there  cannot  be  less  than  eight  or  nine 
|hf»is9nd  pepplf.  Tl^e  hoittfwavd^NmiMtiM^  s^pi  are  not 
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lefff  j^I^tAbfrtyHNX'yMiflyt  )in'  wirioh  Uiere  «re  a^MUt-ibrae 
.^IfjMWPid.  |WiM|^s<  /  BKtt  tp  mentidn  lureiffn  ytmh*  wbich 
likewise  put  in  here,  and  liave  all  kinds  of  )f«fl^«ihineiit8  fue- 
lled 10^  ib^in  At  HimtOfahh  MtBi  Thera  wre  atooH  Always 
;fiippe  i»bip9  in  this  roa4  eKCf^.it);  ^e  taif  ^s  of  May,  Jime^ 
jfpA  JvAfr^'hen  ttie  wiod,  niuaUy  bloiraiwitlti;gtn|t  Violence 
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Having  now  g^ven  a  short  vle#  of/thftlpdyenutients  in  ibe 
cljipps«lof.th9  Dutob  East-India  Qompaoyy  which  a^reakind 
of  prineiiH^tiMy  as  each  govembrt  wliii  the  advice  and  assist- 
AQce  of  bis  ooilDcilk  is  a  kiqd  of  sovereign,  and  aota;)rithoiii 
controul  through  the  whole  extent  of  bis  juri8dicti<»i,  we  are 
mw  tpconsidev  the  other  estai)li«bments  of  the  company  ia 
Ii)di«,  for  ci»riyiii^on  tbi«  icntensive  ,trade.  In  all  the  coun* 
tfies  lirbere  ttwic  affairs  reqiiire.it^l^y  hsvefactmrieivin  eadi 
of  wbid)  there  it  .a  chiefs  with  aoirie  title  or  otber^  having 
alio  ft)  OQimiiU  ta  itssiit  bim  in  regai]d,ito  mattem  of  policy  or 
6nld^*'<  AnKHigtbes^  the  directories,  of  Goromaiideli  Surat, 
Bmi|(al,  and  Persia  are  all  of  great  itpportance,  and  tii0  di* 
rectioh  of  them  is  attended  with  great  profit.  The  directors 
bave  tlie.AVDie  power  with  the  governors,  within  their  ire- 
sp^tive  jurisdietions ;  onk  that  they  cannot  execute  any 
oriiiiinal  neat^cestwitbin  the  coiintries  in  which  Uley  reside 
■9  that  fdl  criminals  are  executed  on  board  ship,  under  the 
4i«  of  the  company* 

:.  Tbe  directory  of  Coromandel  ia  the  first  of  the  four^  and 
bal  all  tbe  forts  and  Victories  bdonging  to  the  Dutch  on  that 
iQQfMit  under  bis  jurisdiction.  .  Besides  Negapatnam,  on  the 
southernmost  pomt  of  Coromandel,  and  the  fort*of  Gueldria^ 
in  which  the  director  resides,  they  have  factories  at  Guener 
ratnam,  Sadraspatnam,  Masulipatnam,  Pelicol,  Datskorom, 
molis^atnam,  Nagernauty,  and  Oolconda,.  The  Dutch  di- 
rector is  a  principid  merchant,  and  if  he  discharges  bis  office 
witb  rqsutatioD,  ne  is  commonly  in  a  few  years  promoted  to 
be  one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Indies.  It  is  not  uncommon 
fojT  a  govenyor  or  d^rectm:  in  the  Indies,  in  the  space  of  a 
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^^iewytiiatt  to  «siqm  a  fortune  equal  to  tbft-otiffinal  capitd  of 
the  torapanji  or  six  nullioiu  and  ahdf  of  guilden»'  or  nctlrfy 
jS600,000  sterling. 

Formerly,  the  country  of  Coromandel  was  divided  into  n 
great  number  of  princij^itiep,  and  the  little  princes  and 
cikiefe  Intpooed  sudi  heavy  duties,  and  snlve  such  interni{>- 
tions  to  trade  in  other' r^qpeets,  as  rendered  the  company 
very  uneasy.  But  after  the  war  of  Golconda,  which  cost  the 
company  a  great  deal  of  money,  yet  ended  to  their  advan- 
tage these  princes  grow/'nfore  tractable.  At  present,  the 
ki^  of  Bisnagar  and  Hassfnoa/  who  are  the  most  powerful 
ist  Corpmalid«?f  Mve  in  tolerablv  good  terms  with  the  Duush 
and  other  European  nations ;  the  English  and  Danes  having 
also  a  share  in  Coromuidel,  with  several  good  fortressoi  for 
'tbepirotectiondf  their 'trade.''  "  a^^vij^v^^v-L-ia/XH:  v. 

The  great  trade  carried  on  here  is  in  (i6C^B  gboils,  'as  nllMK 
]in%  chintzes,  and  the  like )  in  exchange.forwmch  the  Dutch 
bring  iheUi  spices,  Japan  copiperi  steel,  goldndust,' sandal  and 
$ian^wwooda.  In  this  country,  the  tnfalBliUftnis  are  some 
Pagans,  sMne  Mahomedaus/and  not  a  few  C^bristtans.  Tko 
country,  is  very  fertile  In  rice^  fruits,  and  herfcti,  and  in  evetV 
thing  necessary  to  the  .support  of  man ;  but  the  westher  -M 
exceedingly  hot  during  the  eastern  monsoon.  All  the  «nanu<i»  * 
lactures  of  this  country,;  purchased  by  the  Dutch,  are  traoi^' 
ported  first  to  Batavia,  whence  th^  are  sent  hometo  HoK 
kuid,  and  are  wence  distributed  through '«UjG«KmAiiy'4i^> 
the.north  of  Europe^ ,    ^'<^  :      ■  "  ■■*' f.;%a  'i^  ■■.i^tn-i' 

The  i4M»nd  and  third  directories  are  establifthed  at  Hodg^ 
fy  ontho  Ganges,  and  at  Surat  on  the  western  coast  of  Iup^ 
dia,  botli  in  the  territories  of  the  Great  Mogu^'and  the  two» 
most  important  places  of  trade  in  all  Ana.    The  Dut^h^'- 
English,  Frendi,  and  other  European  natives  trade  to  both, - 
anttbave  erected  forts  and  magazines  for  th(;ir  security  and 
convenience.    The  best  part  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  byi 
Mack  merchants,  who  deal  in  all  sorts  -»f  rich  goods  $  such 
as  f^ium,  diamonds,  rich  stiiffi,  and  all  kinds  of  cotton  cloths. 
The  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul  is  of  prodigious  extend  and 
tlie  countries  under  his  dominion  are  esteemed  the  richest  in 
the  world.    The  air  is  tolerably  pure^  yet  malianant  fever* 
are  common,  generally  attacking  strangers  as  a  kind  c^  sea- 
soning 


'  ^his  seems  to  be  r.  mispriiit  for  Nantngii,  otherwise  the  Csmatic.<^B. 
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9mmgt%i<knmt  a  ^hitht  if  the  patient  escape  the  thifd  iBJr> 
he  ^^Bocrally  reooveri.   ' 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  thb  country  are  tall  Uack  n^^ 
bust  men,  of  gay  and  lively  dispositions.  ■  In  point  <^  reli-^' 
gion»  many  wthem  are  idolaters,  mcure  of  them  Mahome^ 
tan%  *  and  some  of  them  Christians.  The  idoktersi  are  split 
into  minierous  sects,  some  of  ivhom  believe  firmly  in  the> 
metempsychosis,  or  transmigration  of  souls ;  for  which  rcasom 
they  will  not  take  awinr  the  life  of  any  living  creature,  not 
even  daring  to  kill  a  ny  or  a  flea.  They  have  even  hospi- 
tals for  worn-out  oxen  and  old  cows,  where  they  are  fed  and 
attended  till  thev  die  of  age  or  disease.    These  people  are  in> 

¥>neral  very  industrious,  but  covetous,  false,  and  perfidknu.^ 
hey  employ  themselves^  such  as  reside  in  towns,  in  the 
manufactures  of  silk  and  cotton ;  and  those  who  live  in  the 
country  are  very  diligent  cultivators,  so  that  they  annually 
expect  from  hence  vast  quantities  of  grain  to  Batavia.  > 

The  Great  Mogul  is  one  of  the  richest  and  most  powrrfut* 
princes  in  the  world,  having  a  most  magnificent  court,  and 
a  numerous  army  alway:  on  foot.  The  directors  at  Bengal 
and.Surat  know  perfectly  well  how  to  deal  with  him,  and, 
by  making  shewy  presents,  procure  valuable  diamcmds  and 
other  preaious  stcmes  in  return.  Surat  is  a  town  of  no  great 
antiquity,  yet  very  large  and  immensely  rich.  It  is  in  com- 
pass about  five  miles  within  the  walls,  and  is  computed  to 
contain  about  200,000  inhabitants.  The  Moorish  and  even 
the  Indian  merchants  here  are  many  cf  them  prodigiously 
rich.  The  former  chiefly  addict  themselves  to  the  diamond 
trade,  which  is  very  precarious ;  for  sor/ietimes  a  small  stock 
produces  an  immense  fortune,  while  at  other  times,  a  man 
wastes  immense  sums  without  finding  stones  of  any  great 
value:  For,  at  the  diamond-mines,  the  adventurers  pur- 
chase so  many  yards  square  at  a  certain  price,  employing 
daves  to  dig  and  lift  the  earth,  taking  what^er  stones  are 
found  in  that  spot ;  which  sometimes  are  of  great  value,  and 
sometimes  so  Jew  and  small  as  not  to  pay  costs.  Other 
Moorish  merc|iant3  deal  largely  in  foreign  trade,  and  as  the 
Mogul  is  a  very  easy  master,  some  of  them  acquire  prodi- 
gious weahh;,  and  carry  on  commerce  to  such  an  extent  aa 
can  scarce  be  credited  in  Europe.    About  twenty  years  ago, 

[that 

*  This  is  an  obvious  mistidce,  as  by  fsr  the  grester  ptrt  of  the  population 
is  idolaUx>u8.— £. 
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(jlhiftis,  idxmt  ^  jetu"  ITOOj}  there  died  a  Modirifeli  flier- 
chant  at  Snnt,  who  nsed  yearly  to  fit  out  twenty  M^l  ci 
•hips^  fitot  three  to  eight  hundred  toni^  the-  cargoes  6f  each 
of  whidi  were  in  vaJue  from  ten  to  t#ehty  thousand  po(iii<9ey 
and  who  alwmre  detained  goods  in  hit  warehouses  eqnal^ 
yalae  to  what  he  soit  at  ay.  The  cuetotni  of  Sarat  omeatft 
every  year  td  nowwdm  of  L.  160)000  sMriiac,  and,  as  the 
merchants  ^y  three  pt  c&at  at  a  meditm,  we  vahxe  ef  that* 
goodsmust  exceed  flvomir.ions  yearly/  '    ; 

The  fourth  and  labt  faotMy  undef  a  direct6r,  is  that  df 
Gambroon  or  Bendar>>abassi  on  the  coast  of  Persia.  The 
director  here  is  always  a  principal  merchant,  having  a  couh* 
cil  and  a  fiscal  to  assist  him.  As  this  citv  stands  on  the  Per- 
sian oulf  or  sea  of  Basoraj  being  the  only  port  of  Persia  on 
die  Indian  sea,  and  lies  at  a  great  distance  from  Bataviay 
this  direction  is  not  so  much  sought  after  as  others.!  and 
besides,  the  heat  at  this  place  is  greater  than  in  any  part  of 
the  world)  and  the  air  is  excessively  unwholesome.  To  ba- 
liuice  these  inconveniences,  the  director  «t  Oambroen  has  aii 
toportunity  of  making  a  vast  fortune  in  a  short  time,  so 
that  in  general,^  ih  four  or  five  years,  he  has  no  forther  occa- 
sion to  ^oncem  himself  in  commerce.  There  are  several 
other  European  nations  settled  here  besides  the  Dutch*  bu»  ' 
they  have  by  far  the  best  factory*  and  have  fortified  it  so  ief>'" 
foctually,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ne^bouring  moon-  ^ 
tainsj  who  are  a  crew  of  bold  and  brrbarous  rdsl^rS)  have 
never  been  able  to  gain  poasesrion  of  it,  though  they  have 
made  frequent  attempts.  Hie  king  of  Persia,  who  reigned 
about  1723,  came  sometimes  to  GambrooU)  and  distinguisIiH 
ed  the  Dutch  above  the  other  European  nations  by  many, 
marks  c£  his  favour,  «ad  by  the  grant  of  many  pnvil^es. 
Some  time  before  that  period,  he  sent  a  gold  saddle  very 
richly  wrought,  and  adorned  with  precious  stones,  a  present 
to  the  governor  of  Batavia,  firing  in  return  nu  European 
habit  for  himself  and  another  for  his  qiKert. 

Gambroon  is  a  disagreeable  place  to  live  in,  as  in  August 
it  is  unt)earably  hot;  and  yet. the  winter  ii  so  cold  that  they 
wear  English  doth  lined  with  furs.  They  have  here  beeves, 
sheep,  goats,  poultry,  and  fish,  all  good  of  their  kinds,  and 
toIeral%  cheap.  They  have  also  grapes,  melons,  and  man-' 
goes  in  the  utmost  perfection,  and  excellent  wine,  which  is 
esteemed  superior  to  that  of  all  other  countries,  insomuch 
that  it  stiil  pVescrves  it&  flavour  after  being  diluted  with  four 
-'^■'■■^;-         :.  :..  ■"".'-    '■"•  .«.,-::^^    times 
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tiin<»  iu  miaatHy  of  ir«t«r.  At  the  time  whM  oor  rathav 
was  in  Iiulia^  iotcidiitt  wsrs  nged  to  luoh  a  degrte  in  Per* 
8ia»  that  a  idUj[»h4d  to  be  bonrauiUy  stationed  at  Gainbroea< 
to  brmg  off  the  factory)  in  case  of  danger.  Another  inoon« 
venicnoe  to  the  trade  on  this  coast  proeeeded  from  .the  mnl- 
titnde  of  pfiratei  en  those  seas^  miMtl^  Europeans,  vAta,  hav^ 
ing  run  away  with  the  ships  of  their  owners,  subsisted  b^ 
robbing  all  nations.  Amonv  these  at  this  time  wae  a  stout 
ship  named  the  Hare,  which  had  been  sent  from  Batana  to 
Persia':  But  the  crew  mutinied,  and  forced  their  oflkers  to 
turn  pirates.  After  committing  many  depredations  on  tins' 
coiM^  thev  sailed  to  the  Red-I^,  ;vhere  they  attacked  and 
]p;lunderca  many  Arabian  pirates.  At  length,  being  short  of 
provisions,  and  not  daring  to  put  into  any  port,  they  re- 
solved to  retttlni  imd  finding  themselves  also  in  want  of- 
water,  they  resolvitd  to  eupply  themselves  at  an  island.  With 
this  view,  most  of  them  crowded  into  the  pinnace  and  put  off 
fl-om  the  ship,  which  gave  an  opportunity  to  the  oflictiv  to 
resume  their  authority;  wherefore  they  cut  the  cable^  and 

,  brought  the  ship  into  the  harbour  of  uambroon,  by  which 
means  the  ship  and  cargo  were  restored  to  the  CSompany* 
■  In  1701,  the  Ballorchcs,  who  rebelled  iigainst  the  Sbah,' 
littenmtcd  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  English  and 

^'Dnton  factories  at  Oambroon,  with,  a  body  of  fo^r  thousand 
mcsi,  but  were  beat  off  at  both  places ;  but  a  warehouse  be- 
longing to  the  Dutch,  at  some  distance  from  the  factory,  fell 
into  their  hands,  in  which  were  goods  to  the  value  of  twen^ 
tliousand  pounds.  A  short  time  afterwards,  the  famous  r^* 
bel  Mtruoeifs  made  himself  master  of  Ispahan,  where  he 
plundered  both  the  English  and  Dutch  factories,  taking  from^ 
the  former  goods  to  the  value  of  half  a  million,  and  from  the  ^ 
latter  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  thousand  poondi. 


Section  XIX. 

Account  of  ihi  Commar*'ieri€$  of  Malabar,  Galhf  Java,  ani 

Bantam. 

In  such  subordinate  phces  as  were  not  thought  of  suffi- 
cient consequence  to  require  a  governor  or  director,  the 
Dutch  East  India  Company  has  established  another  princi* 
pal  off  >er;  with  the  title  of  chief  or  commander.    If  the 

person 
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•  perion  rntraaled  with  tibii  authority  be  a  mtMhanVhe  i«* 
acoountable  for  his  iconduct.  to  the  civil  g^verninMtt  but*  if  a" 
captaiiH  to  the  military  cttinbliihment  A  chief  or  com-' 
mmider^  in  cdnjuuction  with  his  council,  hat  near! j  the. 
Mil  i  ottthoiity  with  a  JT^vernor*  except  that  he  carnat  ^axc*' 
cote  any  capital  judgmi'st  on  criminal^  till  the  case  h»9  l>«  i::ir 
r«tieMea  and  cor>firincc<  Ijy  the  council  at  Batavia.  ' 

At  the  time  wl>  ji  our  author  was  in  .Tadia,  <.l)ecoar»tJ«fider 
at  t)M  fi»rt  of  Cochin  on  ike  Malalw^r.  oowtt  was  Captaiii  Ju»'< 
liuf  de  GkJints,  a  native  of  Mecklonhuo^r,  from  f/liomlt;  i«m1» 
eelyed  great  civilities.    Mainbar  wan  ihe  first  country  dise»>^ 
iN)ied;by  th«)  Portngut^«e  in  JrcJia,  and  in  which  they.c&Uib»> 
Uihed  fhemsdvcSf  not  without  great  efiusiou  of  blotid,  nor- 
wereth^  many  years  in  posnicsiPon  till  t?.iey  w«fre  ddveu  outr 
by  dsie  JDutch.    Thc«e  i-onquerorst  in  their  tiirn.  fcund  iji.  / 
very  diJiC'ilt  to  support  themselves  against  tht;  naii'/cs,  wbo^  • 

.^ quacked  ^h?m  with  great  spirit  and  succecsy  and  had  iniaUi^r 
biy  drivft  >  t^hetii  oiU  of  the  country*  but  for  the  courage  and 

:.  oonductof  MjJtL.''  John  Ikjgman,  who  preserved  Uteir  estfr* 

, ,  blishments  v\«h  'tiuch  difficulty.    .        . 

Though  vory  .vsrm,  Uie  climate  of  Malabar  is  very  heal- 
thy, at.'i  the  toil  isfeitiie  in  rice,  fruit*  and  allsorte  ofherbs. 
It  is  divided  into  manv  principalities,  among  whici'  the  fol- 
lowing  are  reckoned  kingdoms;  Cananore,  Calicut,  Cran- 
gonore^  Coctun,  Colicoulan,  Porcaloulanip,  and  Trav;Kncore..<-" 

-  As  die  capiul  of  the  Dutch  possessions  m  Makbar  was  the 

f  city  oi  Cochin,  it  may  be  proper  to  describe  thisiittle  king-  > 

f  (^mras  at  that  period.    It  reaches  from  ChUwmy  in  tfi«'^ 
^uu-th^  and  extends  twenty^ibur  leagues  to  the  southward^t 
along  the  coast,  being  divided  into  a  multitude  of  srodlis*^^ 
hmdsby  the  streams  which  descend  from  the  mountains  of  ' , 
Gatti,  [the  Gauts.]    These  rivers  have  two  great  or  princi-  ' ' 

H;  pal  mouths,  one  at  Cranganore  in  the  north,  and  the  other 
at  Cochin  in  the  south,  distant  tl  irty  marine  leagues  from  ' 
each  other.    The  Portuguese  were  the  first  European  na-  f 
tion  who  settled  here,  where  they  built  a  fine  city  on  tlie 
Tlver  about  three  leagues  from  the  sea ;  but  the  sea  has  since  ' 
so  gained  on  the  land,  that  it  is  now  not  above  an  hundred 
paces  from  the  city.    This  place  is  so  pleasanUy  situated» 
that  Uie  Portuguese  had  a  common  saying,  **  That  China 
was  a  good  place  to  get  money  in,  and  Ckichin  a  pleasant 
place  to  spend  it  aU"    The  great  number  of  islands  formed  ? 
by  the  rivers  and  canals^  make  fishing  and  fowling  very ' 
^,..k^i .  ■  -^  amusing? 
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ttl^  ^  itorcd  With  #lld  gilMi«.  Ott  th6  bktid  of  Bdi^^ 
[Vkypetii  theM  itflftdi  Ah  did  fbtt  <ialted  PuMaj^i^  fat  ttfe 
purpoM  of  inspecting  all  boati  tliat  pass  between  CMllgM- 
tlOte  and  Oothiti  i  And  flf t)  Ibigtlei  ub  fti«  f ivulkitk^  there 
it  a  Itomikh  ^hnr^h  called  Vat^i  [ Vii^peir]*  ie^v«d  \k 
F^nch  atid  Italian  priests,  aitd  at  which  the  biihop  taus 
up  his  fteidence  whMi  he  tisit*  this  part  of  the  OOUntry. 
The  padre,  Or  siiperidif  priest  at  Vii^apdl  can  raise  IbUr 
thousand  hien  on  Ocoaslon,  lUl  Christians  of  the  chttfch  6i 
Itome  \  but  there  af«  many  niot«  Cbriktians  of  the  chut^ji 
«)f  St  Ttiottias,  who  do  tidt  comMtittioUte  with  thfe  Rokrittti- 
ists. '  About  ttfO  Itikguei  farther  up  than  VfMpdl,  tbwards 
the  mouniaini*  th^irer »  d  plkee  edited  Firdalto,  *  on  flife  side 
of  a  small  but  de«p  thit,  whot«  the  inhabitantk  of  COchita 
annually  resort  in  the  hot  ttionths  of  April  and  Mdy  to  r«. 
fr^sh  thetntdves.  The  bonks  and  bottom  of  the  rivi^r  htte 
are  clean  wnA,  dnd  the  water  is  so  cl6ar  that  a  sMati  peblllb 
stone  may  b^  seen  at  the  bottom,  in  three  fathoms  waters   ' 

All  the  water  along  this  lo^  flat  coasts  to  the  south  df 
Cranganore,  has  the  very  bad  quality  of  occasioning  swelled 
legs  to  thoie  Who  drink  it  This  disease  sOmMimes  only 
a&cts  on*^  lag,  but  sometimes  both,  and  the  sw^Hng  is  oftth 
so  great  as  to  medMli^e  a  yard  round  at  the  ancles.  It  ocOa- 
sions  no  pain,  bdt  great  itching,  neilh^<k>^  the  swdlfed 
leg  f«el  ahy  heatier  than  that  which  occasionally  r&maihs 
iiila£fected.  To  avoid  this  disease,  th«  Duteh  Who  rehHiit  dt 
Cochin,  send  boats  daily  to  Vin^ell^  from  which  they  bring 
wat6r  in  small  casks  of  about  ten  or  tw^te  galkms^  ib  s^rve 
the  city.  This  water  is  given  fhee  to  the  servahte  of  the 
Companv,  but  private  persons  haw  to  pdy  slk-oenct  for 
•each  cask-full,  which  is  brot^t  to  their  houses  at  that  priee. 
Still,  however,  both  Dutch  nn^  ainl  women  are  sometimes 
afflicted  with  this  disease^  ami  im  uveans  ha.v<e  hitherto  beiAi 
found  out  for  prevendoa  <h  ctiiw  The  oM  legend  impute 
this  disease  to  the  curse  )s(d  by  St  Thomas  upon  his  mui'- 
deren  and  their  poaterityv  m  an  odious  mark  to  distinguish 

VOL.  XI.  I.  them : 


I 


*  A  very  iattrecAttig  acccwnt  of  the  remnant  of  an  Mcifent  Chrittirtn 
ehurcfa  in  the  frwucore  country,  a  little  to  the  southward  of  Cochih, 
has  been  lately  publbiied  by  Dr  Biiclmimn,  in  a  woik  named  Chiiatiaii 
Researches  ia  ladiat  which  will  be  noticed  luoro  particularly  in  an  after 
division  of  oi^-  CoI!cc««a. — E. 

f  Perhaps  Ssrd«lk^  itK>ut  Uie  distaiK.'c  mentigincv^  ^^  the  text— £. 
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th«ni :  Bat  St  Thoauis  wn  slaia  by  the  Wi^pie  *  priests  at 
Miliapoor  in  Coromendel,  above  four  hnndnd  miles  from 
this  eoasti  and  the  natives  there  have  no  touch. of  this 
malady. 

Cochin  is  washed  by  the  ^[reatest  outlet  on  this  coost«  and 
being  near  the  sea,  its  situat|i»i  \»  strong  by  nature,  but  art 
has  not  been  wanting  to  strengthen  it.  A$  bfiljt  by  tlie 
Portugnece,  it  ^us  a  mile  and  a  half  long  by  a  mile  in 
breadUi.  The  Dutch  took  it  in  1068,  when  Heilloff  van 
Chowz  wcs  coinmfiuder  of  the  forces  by  sea  and  land.  The 
insolence  of  the  Portuguese  had  made  fiverp)  of  the  nejgji- 
hourilltt  prinises  thi)ir  enemies,  who  joined  wjtj,  the  ])utcji  to 
drive  them  out  of  that  country,  ana  the  king  oi  Cocliiii  in 

iiarticiilar  a^tistfd  |))«m  with  twenty  thousand  men.  Not 
ong  after  the  Dutch  had  hi  Mied  the  luwih  Vhii  ('hiiws  re- 
ceived notice  of  fi  peace  having  been  concluaea  between  Por- 
tugal and  HoUana,.  but  kept  the  secret  to  himself  and  push- 
Mon  ^e  siege.  Having  made  9  breach  in  the  weekest  part 
of  the  fortifications,  he  proceeded  to  a  furious  assault,  which 
was  kept  up  for  eight  days  and  nights  incessantly,  relieving 
|he  assailants  every  three  hours,  while  the  Portuguese  were 
kept  on  continual  duty  the  whole  time,  and  were  quite  worn 
jput  with  fatigue.  Finding  the  city  in  danger  of  being  taken 
py  storm,  the  Portuguese  at  length  capitulated  and  gave  up 
idle  place.  There  wure  at  this  time  toifr  hqndred  topasses 
in  the  garrison,  who  had  done  aood  service  to  t)ie  jPorUi- 

auese,  out  were  not  comprehenoed  Iti  tli^  capitujatiiiii.  On 
iscovering  this  omisition,  and  knowing  the  cruel  and  licen- 
tious ehuracter  of  the  Dutch  soldiery  in  India,  they  drew 
up  close  to  the  gate  at  which  the  Portugnese  wfere  to  march 
out,  and  the  Dutch  to  enter,  declarin|(,  uiiless  tney  had 
equally  jiayourable  terms  granted  them  with  the  PortHguf  .«., 
they  would  massacre  them  all,  and  set  fire  to  the  (own.  The 
Dutch  general  not  only  granted  them  all  they  asked,  bnt 
evto  ofrered  to  take  tfiuse  who  had  a  mind  into  the  Di)tch 
pay,  to  which  many  of  them  ass^ited.  The  very  day  after 
the  surrender,  a  frigate  came  fronjt  Ooa,  with  the  articles  qf 
peace,  and  the  Portuguese  loudly  complained  of  having  been 
unfairly  dealt  with  by  Van  Chowz ;  but  he  answered,  that 
the  Portuguese  had  acted  in  the  s^me  manner  with  the 
Dutch,  only  a  few  yearn  before,  in  the  capture  of  Pemam- 

buco 

w^-    ^       .' This  word  ought  assuredly  to  have  been  Telinga.—E.  ^. 
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buco  in  Braiil.  The  EninHsh  hod  nt'that  time  a  fiietory  in 
Cochin,  but  the  Dutch  ordered  them  immediately  to  re- 
move with  all  their  cfTecCi,  which  they  accordingly  did  to 
their  factory  at  Paniany. 

On  gaining  poMeuitm  of  Cochin,  the  Dutch  thought  it 
too  extrative,  and  therefore  contracted  it  to  the  size  it  is 
now,  being  hardly  a  tenth  part  of  what  it  wa>  liefore.  It 
measures  about  600  paces  fong,  by  900  in  breadth,  and  is 
fortified  with  seven  large  bastions  and  intermediate  curtains, 
all  the  ramparts  being  to  thick  that  they  are  piantjed  with 
double  rowg  of  trees,  to  give  shade  in  the  not  season.  Some 
of  ilio  streets  built  hy  the  Portuguese  still  remain,  together 
with  a  church,  whicli  is  now  used  for  the  Dutch  worship,  the 
cathedral  being  converted  into  a  warehouse.  The  house  of 
tlie  cpmniandatit  is  the  only  one  built  in  the  Dutch  fashion, 
which  is  so  near  tne  river  that  the  water  washes  some  part  of 
iin  walls.  The  flag-staff  is  placed  on  the  steeple  of  the  old 
cathedral,  on  a  mflst  seventv-five  feet  high,  aoovc  which  is 
the  staff,  other  sixty  feet  in  length,  so  that  the  flag  may  be 
seen  above  seven  leagues  off  at  sea.  The  garrison  of  Cochin 
usually  consists  of  three  hundred  men;  and  from  Cape  Co- 
moras  upwardsi  in  all  their  forts  and  factories,  they  have  five 
Jiundrea  soldiers,  and  an  hundred  seamen,  all  Europeans, 
besides  some  topasses  and  the  militia.  They  procure  their 
store  of  rice  from  Barcelore,  because  the  Malabar  rice  will 
not  keep  above  three  months  out  of  the  husk,  though  it  will 
keep  twelve  with  the  husk  on.  This  partof  jthe  country  pro- 
duces great  quantities  of  popper,  but  it  is  lighter  than  that 
which  grows  more  to  the  northwards.  The  forests  in  the 
Interior  afibrds  good  teab-wood  for  ship-buikling,  and  two 
woods,  called  angeiique  and  project,  which  make  beautiful 
chests  and  cabinets,  which  are  sent  all  over  the  coasts  of 
western  India.  They  have  also  iron  and  steel  in  plenty,  and 
bees-wax  for  exportation.  The  sea  and  the  rivers  atford 
abundance  of  excellent  fish  of  various  kipds^  whicli  are  sold 
very  cheap. 

Cranganore,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Cochin,  stands  imon  a 
river  alwut  a  league  from  the  sea,  and  at  this  place  the  Dutch 
Jiave  a  fort.  This  place  is  remarkable  for  having  formerly 
been  the  seat  of  a  Jewish  goveninunt,  and  that  nation  was 
once  so  numerous  here  as  to  consist  of  40,000  families,  though 
now  reduced  to  4000.  They  have  a  syna^gue  about  two 
.  miles  from  the  city  of  Cochin,  not  far  from  tlTe  palace  of  the 
r^jah*  and  in  it  they  carefully  preserve  their  records,  engra- 
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ven  vpt/a  plata  of  copper  in  the  Hebrew  kmguagei  wad 
when  any  of  the  cheracten  dec«y»  they  are  cut  anew,  so  that  * 
diey  ■till  poaien  their  hiatory  down  firom  the  reign  of  Neb»> 
chadneixar  to  the  present  day.  About  the  year  1695»  Mjftf- 
heer  wm  Retde  had  an  abttract  of  this  history  translated  ftom 
Hebrew  Into  the  Dutch  language^  The^  assert  thensdret 
to  be  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  a  part  ofwhich  was  sent  by 
Mebochadneicar  to  the  most  easterly  province  of  his  laiw 
empire,  which  it  alleged  to  hate  reached  Cape  ConorM. 
TwentT  thousand  of  .them  trareUed  from  Babylon  to  this 
nlaM  m  ibfee  yeaie,  lind  were  civilly  and  Hospitablv  treated 
by  the  inhabiudts  of  Malabar,  who  allowed  UiMi  liberty  of 
conscience  in  religion,  and  the  free  exerdle  6f  t|i4ir  reason 
•od  industry  in  the  management  of  their  sec^ar  aflkirs.  Hi^ 
ving  increased  in  numbers  and  riches,  they  at  length,  by  po^ 
]i<7  or  wealth,  became  matters  of  the  small  kingdom  of  Cra»> 
ganore :  And  a  narticulidr  fiimily  among  them  being  much 
esteemed  for  wisaom  and  riches,  two  of  uiat  iSmily  were  ch»> 
aen  by  their  Iddurs  and  senators  to  govern  the  oommolk- 
wealtb,  and  to  reign  jointly  over  them.  At  length  one  of 
the  brothers  invited  his  colicague  to  a  feast,  at  which  he 
basely  killed  him,  thinking  to  reign  alone  i  but  a  son  of  the 
deceased  slew  the  fratricide,  after  which  the  state  tell  into  a 
democracy,  which  still  continues  among  the  Jews  her«. 
.Tlieir  lands  have,  however,  reverted  for  many  years  into 
the  hands  of  the  Malabars,  and  poverty  and  oppression  have 
occasioned  many  .of  them  to  apostatise. 

Between  Cranganore  and  Oochin  there  is  an  ishmd  called 
Baypin,  [Vaypoi]  four  leagues  long,  but  in  no  part  above 
two  miles  brood.  The  Dutch  do  not  allow  any  vessels  or 
boats  to  enter  or  go  out  at  Cranganore,  obliffing  all  to  use 
the  river  of  Cochin,  which  is  •  Quarter  of  a  mne  brood,  and 
very  deep,  but  has  a  bar  on  wnich  there  is  no  more  Uian 
fourteen  feet  water  at  spring-tides.  The  inhabitants  of  thia 
country  are  mostly  iddaters,  over  whom  the  bramins  or 
priests  exercise  great  authority,  which  they  much  abiue,  of 
which  the  following  abominable  custom  is  a  strong  instance. 
"When  any  man  marries,  he  is  prohibited  from  bedding;  with 
his  wife  the  first  night,  which  function  is  performed  in  hil 
steed  by  one  of  the  bramins,  or,  if  none  of  thele  be  at  hand» 
py  some  other  man.  Foreigners  used  formerly  to  be  often 
employed  on  tlusc  occasions,  a^  the  Malabars  mode  chcuce 
pf  them  instead  pf  their  own  cvv  My  men,  often  making  large 
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to  dM  Nibflitatci^  MHiMincfl  to  the  vbIm  of  forty  or 
>»iidi.  But  of  late  the  bramint  have  becooae  wo  very 
I,  Ihel  th»ir  never  hiX  to  exeente  thb  duty  themaelves. 
thii,  the  DfiMBiM  freonent  the  company  of  the  wo- 
men eo  muclfy  dial  no  one  or  their  religion  can  pretend  to 
luMMT  hi*  eem  ihlhor  with  any  eertainu.  For  which  rcaaon» 
hf  tlie  bwi  of  this  country,  sons  or  oaagfatere  never  inherit 
nom  the  hutbandf  of  their  mothen,  but  the  heritage  alwi^ 
ffoeato  nephews  and  nieces  by  titters  of  the  dcceoted  bom  of 
the  tame  mother^,  as  eertainly  of  hit  blood.  Thit  rule  it  ob> 
lereed  abo  i»  the  order  of  tucoettion  in  their  royal  iamiUet, 
and  is  a  ghuri^g  proof  of  the  ttrange  effectt  of  boimdlesa  su- 
perttllion.*  , 

The  next  oomnanderv  U  Galh,  or  Point  de  Galley  on  tho 
itiand  of  Cevloa»  at  the  dbtaace  of  about  twenty  leagues  from 
Cokimboy  toe  Duteh  capital  of  that  itiand.  Oaillo  wot  the 
irtt  place  in  Ceylon  taken  from  the  Portuguese  by  the 
Dtttcb,  and  still  it  a  place  of  contideraUe  trade.  The  coro- 
nonder  at  thit  plaiee  u  entireljr  dependent  upon  the  governor 
of  Ceykn,  ana  can  do  nothing  without  nit  approbation. 
About  the  year  1672,  Lewii  XlV.  tent  out  a  tquadron  of 
ek^ht  friffatet,  with  ordert  to  make  themtelvet  matter  of  tfade 
pjac^  thit  project  having  been  (Mppoted  to  the  court  of 
prance  by  oiie  Mynheev  Jan  Martin,  who  had  tervcd  the 
Dutch  Ea«t  India  Company  for  many  yean,  and  had  quitted 
their  service  on  tome  disgust  When  the  royal  oeders  came 
to  be  opened  at  tea,  Martin  found  that  the  flovemment  waa 
to  be  vetted  in  another  perton,  in  cate  the  (uaoe  were  taken* 
en  wkkh  he  took  tuch  measurct  at  fruttcaied  the  ol^ect  of 
the  expedition.  Mynheer  van  Coste,  who  then  eoramanded 
the  Dutch  Heet,  soon  arrived  on  the  coast,  and  the  French 
retired  without  venturing  an  engagement.  They  went  to 
TmnkamaAtt,  or  Trptconama/M',  and  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
that  name,  meanii^  to  force  the  garrison  of  that  smaU  fort 
to  surrender:  But  Van  Cosae  soOn  followed  them,  and 
brou^  them  to  action  while  disadvantageously  situate<'^  ia 
the  bay,  and  either  sank  or  burnt  half  of  the  French jHsei. 
Tile  rest  fled,  to  St  Tlwmas^  cm  the  coast  of  CoromandcI>  i » -^ 
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ttndinfi  to  haire  formed  a  wttlement  there :  bui  Van' 
again  fbllowed  them  to  that  niaee  and  Mrised  all  thdr  Mfm,* 
many  of  their  gum  hating  been  carried  ashore,  at  wMf  at 
this  time  •  great  number  of  their  officers  and  men.  Ill* 
French  who  w«re  on  ^ore  capitulated  with  the  Dutch  to- 
quit  India,  on  being  allowed  ahipptng  to  carry  them  hone^ 
which  Van  Gosee  agreed  to,  ghring  them  his  flag-aUp^  the 
Gro0te  Brilantfet  and  two  others,  for  that  purpose.  Martin 
was  detained  and  carried  to  Batavia,  where  m  waa  coaHaadt 
for  life  on  an  allowance  of  a  rix-doUar  a^day*  t 

The  next  oomma'hdery  is  Chut  of  Samarang,  on  the  island 
of  Java,  and  he  who  commands  here  has  the  direction  of  all 
the  fnctorits  in  that  inland,  c](pept  those  which  depend  im- 
mediately on  the  government  of  tktavia.  Kuttamra,  which 
is  tlie  residence  of  the  emperor  of  Java,  is  within  his  jurisdic- 
tiottr  In  the  year  IVO^,  a  war  broke  out  in  Java  between 
the  brother  and  son  of  the  deceased  emperor,  aa  competitors 
iur  the  succession,  which  lasted  twenty  years.  The  Dutch 
aided  with  the  former,  but  the  affections  of  the  natives  were 
with  the  latter,  who  drew  over  to  hia  party  a  great  number 
of  the  native  soldiers  who  hod  served  under  the  Dutch,  and 
who,  being  well  disciplined,  behaved  gaUantly  on  all  ooc»-' 
aions,  and  gave  the  Dutch  much  trouble. 

At  Bantatfit  on  the  same  island,  the  Dutch  have  a  strong 
fort  with  »  numerous  garrison,  to  keep  the  people  in  aM'c^ 
who  are  very  mutinous,  and  far  from  being  well  oCRscted  to^ 
the  Dutch  government.  The  king,  or  rajah  of  Bantam,  haa 
also  a  fort  only  a  IIbw  hundred  paces  from  that  belonging  to 
die  Duteh,  in  which  hie  keeps  a,  numerous  garrison  for  the 
security  of  his  person.  The  only  commodity  of  this  part  of  the 
country  is  pepper,  of  which  they  are  able  to  export  10,000 
tons  yearly.  The  king  is  obliged  to  supply  the  company 
With  a  certain  quantity  of  pepper  yearly;  but  in  all  other  re- 
spects they  treat  htm  kindly  enoughs  His  dominions  are 
extensive  and  vrell  peopled,  and  his  subjects  are  hardy  and 
enterprising,  but  perfidious  and  revengeful,'  and  mortally 
hate  all  Christians.  The  bay  of  Bantam  is  safe  and  pleaaanv 
having  many  islands,  which  still  retain  the  names  given  them 
by  the  English,  who  had  a  fine  factory  here,  from  which  they 
were  expelled  in  1683.  The  territory  of  Bantam  is  very 
fertile,  aoounding  in  rice,  pepper,  fruits,  and  cattle.  In  the 
interior  of  the  country  the  natives  sometimes  find  precious 
stones  of  ^'eat  value^  of  which  however  the  Dutch  rarely 
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gtt  poiMMion,  m  the  people  fear  they  might  be  indnoed  to 
extend  their  oonauetti,  by  which  they  are  already  greatly 
oppieiMd.  The  head  of  the  factory  at  this  place  hai  the 
tiile  of  chief. 

Another  Dutch  chief  reiidei  at  Padang,  on  that  part  of 
the  coait  of  Sumatra  which  it  called  the  go/ei^oair.  This 
chief  haa  a  council  and  fiscal  like  all  the  rettt  and  hit  post  it 
oontidcred  at  both  honourable  and  profitable.  Sumatra  it  a 
very  larse  fine  itiand,  teparated  from  the  continent  of  Atia 
by  the  i^raitt  of  Malacca,  and  from  the  itland  of  Java  by  the 
Silraitt  of  Snnda,  and  it  juttly  eiteemedlone  of  the  richeit 
and  nublett  iilandt  in  all  India.  The  Dutch  have  a  factory 
nt  PaUmbai^n,  about  eight  leaguet  from  the  tea,  on  the 
bankt  of  a  very  large  river,  which  eropUet  ittelf  into  the  tea 
l>y  four  different  ohannelt.  The  great  trade  of  thit  part  of 
the  country  it  in  pepper,  which  the  Dutch  company  with  to 
monopolize^  at  they  nave  done  cbvet,  nutmegt,  mace,  and 
cinnamon  ;  and  are  at  great  expence  in  keeping  teveral  arm- 
ed barks  cruiting  at  the  moutht  of  thit  river,  to  prevent  what 
they  are  pleated  to  call  tmuggling.  It  mutt  be,  allowed, 
however,  that  thev  have  a  contract  with  the  king  of  thia 
country  to  take  all  the  pepper  in  hit  dominiont,  at  the  rate 
of  ten  doliart  the  bahar  of  400  poundt  weight,  which  it  a  fair* 
price.'  They  have,  however,  a  claute  in  the  contract,  by 
which  half  the  price  it  to  be  paid  in  cloth,  at  tuch  ratei  at 
greatly  reduce  the  coit. 

The  interior  of  the  itland  it  very  roonntainout^  but  most 
of  the  mountaint  abound  in  minet  of  gold,  tilver,  lead,  and 
other  metalt.  The  company  pottetset  tome  minet  of  gold, 
tald  to  be  very  rich,  and  great  care  it  taken  to  tecure  and 
conceal  the  profits.  GoId>dutt  is  found  in  great  quantitiet  in 
all  the  rivert  and  rivulett  of  the  country,  especially  when  the 
wettem  montoon  reigns,  when  the  torrentt  roll  down  from 
the  mountains  with  great  rapidity.  Abundance  of  copper  it 
alto  found  here,  ol  which  they  make  very  good  cannon. 
There  are  likewise  found  several  torti  of  preciout  stonet. 
There  it  a  burning  mountain  on  the  island,  which  continu- 
ally throws  forth  dame  and  tmoke,  like  Etna  in  Sicily;  and 
there  it  taid  to  be  a  fountain  of  balsam^  or  petndeum.  This 
itland  aboundt  alto  in  tpicc  and  tilk ;  but  the  air  is  not  very 
wholesome^  etpecially  to  strangers,  owing  to  the  great  num- 
bers 

*  Exactly  five  fartbiD^s  and  two-fiillis  of  a  farthing  the  p9(ind.-*£. 
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\^»^  of  rivers,  ytfndipgwaterii  «'id  t)tH;k  fetm^  whi^li  every 
^|i«r^  abomifl,  {( p^qc^i  qo  whpi^t,  nor  any  0^  of  tlw 
graii\i  wh}9h  ftrpw  in  K^rop« ;  W  haf  plenty  pfrioe,  niUH 
nnd  fruits,  which  afTord  good  and  sufficient  nouriihment  tbf 
t)ip  inhabi^unts,  It  proquees  also,  in  great  abundfinciek  ho- 
qey,  bee»ow<iXf  ginger,  camphor,  casiia,  pepper*  aqd  numy 
Other  vglui^m^  i^rtHslep*  It  is  of  groit  es^tent*  being  sio 
lpague».ilong  frqiq  N>Wf  to  S.£,  and  fboOt  £0  l^nmm  WXQM 
f\t  an  fiverM^.  Tlie  greatest  sovereign  in  the  iifand  is  the 
Ifiog  QfJc^n*  4f<!hfH»  or  Acheni,  who  resides  iq^a  oiQr  of 
that  liame  at  (hi?  N>  W.  end  of  tho  island*  U  WV  former]^ 
always  gpTern^  by  a  woman,  and  it  is  not  above  forty  years 
ago  Mnce  the  gov^rrimcnt  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  man,  siDce 
n^ich  several  attempts  ht^ve  hecp  ipi^le  to  restore  the  old 
Qpnstitutiont  Acheen  is  a  free  port»  to  which  the  English, 
Pfiicht  Portuguese,  and  Chir'^<)  resort}  and  in  short  all  the 
trading  nations  of  j^urope  f  'V»ia<  The  ^^oods  brought 
tA^re  are  rich  brocadef*  silk  v^  all  lundq,  muslins  of  all  mMrts* 
raw  silk,  fish*  butter,  oil,  and  amnmnition,  for  which  the 
DaymentjB  are  mostly  mode  in  gold*  ,the  great  commodity  of 
the  poiiintry,  antd  remarkably  fine.  «  /'^ 

.  During  tliQ  west^p  monsoon,  the  rains  fyll  here  with  pro- 
digioM9  violence^ ,  attended  with  terrible  storms  of  thunder 
an^  lightning,  find  frequent  earthquakes;  but  the  people*; 
being  n^ed  to  lhem>,  ere  not  much  alermed.    The  nations 
are,  generallv  speaking,  Mahometans,  and  are  very  expert 
i|i  making  all  soits  of  plate  and  ornaments  in  gold,  with  very  V 
f^w  tools,  yet  with  such  inimitable  dexterity*  that  tbeirv' 
yrorkmi^pship  sells  at  ^  high  rate  all  pvpr  India.    The  com'*^ 
P<^ny  f^nds  agr^at  number  of  slaves  to  this  island  every  year 
to  vork  in  their  gold-mines ;  but  the  kings  in  that  part  of 
the  country  «re  seldom  on  good  terms  with  the  Dutch)  with 
vfhowi  they  oftep  quarrel.    The  principal  places  where  gold 
ift  found  are  Trion  and  Mankabo,  and  the  way  in  which  uiey 
procure  the  gold  is  as  follows : — They  dig  trenches  at  the 
bottoms  of  the  hills,  so  as  to  intercept  the  torroits  which 
roll  rapidly  down  their  sides  in  the  winter  months :  and  ha^ 
ying  drained  off  the  water  from  the  ditches  in  summer^  they 
^nd  con#i.d^iebie  quantities  of  goldrdnst  in  the  mud  which 
remains*    It  is  generally  believed  that  this  island  furnishes 
annually  5000  pounds  weight  of  gold-dust,'  yet  very  little  of 
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thif  qwan%  is  fvtr  broual;^  tp  Eurgpeb  Mug  iqp«^  «in<% 
fdffyed  by  t£«  lervanU  of  the  Efut  India  Ckmomy  in  qmoflt' 
ijurdtMuiev  of  ctmimpditics  in  places  where  gold  heersi  ^  biga 
prtee. 

j^  putch  East  India  Company  ha«  lon^  entertained  a 
pi«^t  of  building  ships  at  this  island,  as  its  timber  ii  m 
gooddiat  ships  built  hero  iire  expected  to  last  forty  .or  fii^ 
years,  whereas  those  of  Europe  seldom  lost  more  than  tnrelve 
or  thirteen  years.  The  Dutch  have  a  strons  fort  and  great 
factory  at  Jambeet  and  another  at  Siatk,  both  in  this  ialand.. 
This  fast  place  is  excessively  unwholesomef  owing  to  the  fol- 
lowing circumstano^  wbicb  certainly  might  be  obviated.  It 
stands  on  the  groat  river  Andrai^eira,  into  which,  at  one 
season  of  the  year,  there  come  vast  shoals  of  large  shads,  a 
t|»rd  parf  of  their  bwUc  being  opmppsed  of  ^ir  roes,  which 
are  accounted  a  great  deliqmy.    Wherefore  after  taking 

,  these  ou^  the  rent  of  th^  Qsh.  is  thrown  iiway,  and  as  these 
lie  in  great  heafis  to  corrupt,  they  exhale  pestilential  vapours 
apd  infect  the  air.  The  persons,  therefore,  who  are  sent  to 
I'j^ai^e  at  Sifcl^  are  mnch  of  the  s^e  description  with  those 
formerly  mentioned  a9  sent  to  Banda,  being  of  abandoned 

'  (^l»iracter)|  fnd  desperate  fortunes.  Tl^re  is  another  very 
considerable  ^iiiCtoiy  on  the  rivcv  Bencalif,  which  prod^cses  a 
large  profit  ^pm  the  sale  of  ciotn  an^opiMin,  for  which  gold- 
dmt  i*  re^Mved  in  payment.    This  trgde  vtm  discovered 

^  tffoyit,  ibrty  ^e^irs  ago»  that  is,  about  the  year  1680,  by  a  fac- 
tor, who  carried  it  on  privately  lor  his  own  emolument  for 

'    ten  yearsi  during  which  he  acquired  upwards  of  a  ^o»  of  gold 

;  yeajrlyi,  n  Puteh  phrase  implying  h, )  0,000  sterling.  He 
then  resolved  to.  secure  what  he  had  gut  by  making  a  disclo- 
sure pf  this  vaJl^able  Uranch  of  traffic  to  the  company.  There 
i\Vo  ^Iso  deveral  Dutch  establishments  on  what  is  called  the 
fF(M/-<o<7s(  of  3umiatra. 

A  very  powerful  and  warlike  people  subsists  in  this  island, 
known  to  l^urppeans  by  the  imme  of  the  Fne-naiion,  v-ho 
i^;e  equally  «,yef^e  from  submitting  either  to  the  Sumatr;m 
sovereigns  or  !^ropcans,  ond  have  alwaprs  defended  thcm- 
splves  valiantly  M^nst  both.  All  tb.e  natives  of  Suinutra  arc 
much  more  inchned  to  the  English  than  the  Dutch,  per- 
haps l^ecause  the^y  are  not  under  subjection  to  tlie  former : 
But  the  la-tter  U8§.  every  pa^ecaution  they  can  to  prevent  the 
i>e,tives  from  dealing  with  any  except  themselves.  For  a  con- 
siderable time  past,  the  chiefs  at  Padang  have  been  eo  un- 
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ladiv  as  to  have  their  honesty  much  suspected,  chidly  o^ing- 
to  tfceir  manftgement  of  the  mines,  which  do  hot  itim  ottt 
greatly  to  the  profit  of  the  company,  while  all  their  officefs 
goin  immense  sums  out  of  them,  which  the  councils  at  Bata- 
ina  are  much  dissatisfied  with,  yet  cannot  prevent.  For  this 
reason  they  change  the  chief  very  frequently,  yet  to  Utt!e 
purpose. 


Section  XIII. 
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Some  Jeeount  of  the  Raidences  of  Cheribon,  Siantf  and    *^ 
;*  Mockha.  .  -^ 

The  chie&  of  those  factories  belonging  to  the  Dutch  itr 
India  are  termed  Residents^  and  correspond  directly  with* 
the  govemoivgeneral  at  Batavia,  and  are  not  dependent  on- 
any  subordinate  governor  or  director.  The  first  of  these  in- 
dependent residents  is  fixed  at  Cheribon,  on  the  coast  of  Java, 
at  the  distance  of  about  forty  leagues  firora  Batavia,  where  a 
very  advantagtous  commerce  is  carried  on  by  the  company' 
in  cofiee,  cardamoms,  indigo,  and  cotton.  The  land  at  this 
place  is  as  fertile  in  rice  and  other  provisions  as  perhaps  any 
country  in  the  world.  This  district  is  of  considerable  extent, 
and  was  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  four  great  lords, 
who  used  to  be  styled  pangeram,  but  have  now  we  titles  of 
sultans,  though  their  authority  is  not  much  extended  by 
these  itiore  sfHiendid  titles.  One  of  these  is  called  the  con^a- 
ny's  sultan,  because  always  attached  to  the  interests  of  the 
company,  though  in  truth  they  might  all  get  the  same  appel- 
lation, as  they  are  all  under  the  protection  of  the  company, 
and  freed  from  apprehensions  of  the  king  of  Bantam,  who 
used  formerly  to  be  continually  at  war  with  them,  and  must 
have  reduced  them  under  subjection,  but  for  the  assistance  of 
the  Dutch.  Siuce  then,  both  from  gratitude  for  past  favours, 
and  in  expectation  of  future  protection,  they  have  granted 
great  privileges  to  the  company  in  their  dominions.  The 
company  maintains  a  fort  at  Cheribon,  with  a  garrison  of 
sixty  men,  and  has  an  excellent  factory. 

About  half  a  league  from  the  fort  of  Cheribon,  the  tombs 
of  the  princes  of  Cheribon  stsutl  in  a  vast  temple,  splendidly 
built  of  various  fine  kinds  of  stone,  and  are  said  to  contain 
\i\it  riches,  yet  are  left  unguarded,  from  an  idea  that  they 

are 
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are  protected  by  some  supernatural  power;  and  they  teO 
stranae  stories  of  persons  having  dropt  down  dead,  on  ap- 
proaching the  places  where  these  ricaes  are  hidden,  with  an 
intention  to  steal.  Many  people  believe  that  the  Jafnaesa 
priests,  who  are  Mahometans,  have  the  power  of  causing 
sudden  death  by  means  of  incantations;  and  that  thty  are 
able  to  enchant  crocodiles  and  serpents,  causing  the  former 
to  go  into  and  out  of  the  water  at  command,  and  the  latter 
to  remain  in  any  posture  they  please.  A  great  number  oS 
priests  are  maintained  about  this  great  temple,  many  of 
whom  have  made  the  pilffrimage  to  Mecca,  and  are  there* 
fore  held  in  much  veneration.  These  priests  are  all  governed 
by  a  sovereign  pontiff  or  mufti,  who  is  even  more  respected 
than  the  sultans.  There  was  formerly  a  considerable  Eng- 
lish factory  at  Cheribon,  having  a  nnall  town  belonging  to 
it :  But  the  persons  of  the  factory  so  provdced  the  pe<^l^ 
by  intriguing  with  their  wives,  that  they  rose  one  night  and 
massacred  them  all.  Perhaps  this  might- have  been  set  on 
foot  by  their  Dutch  neighbours. 

^  Another  resident  has  the  direction  of  the  company's  affairs 
in  the  kingdom  of  Siam,  where  the  company  carries  on  a 
eonsiderabu;  trade  in  tin,  lead,  elephants-teeth,  gum-lac, 
wool,*  and  other  commodities.  The  king  of  Siam  is  a  prince 
of  considerable  power,  and  his  dominions  extend  nearly  300 
leagues;  Being  favourable  to  commerce,  all  nations: are  al- 
lowed to  trade  freely  in  his  country ;  but  ships  of  no  great 
burden  9tc  forced  to  anchor  at  the  distance  of  sixty  leagues 
from  his  capital ;  because  the  river  Menan,  on  which  it  is 
situated,  is  so  rapid  that  they  find  great  diiHculty  I  r  .getting 
higher  up.  This  river,  like  the  Nile  and  m^iny  othcia,  over- 
flows its  banks  at  a  certain  season,  so  that  most  of  the  coun* 
try  is  under  water  for  half  the  year^  for  which  reason  all  the 
houses  are  built  on  posts.  The  capital  is  a  large  city,  con- 
sisting at  least  of  50,000  houses,  with  a  pro^i^^ious  number 
of  temples  *  The  natives  are  all  pagans,  and  hold  this  sin« 
gular  maxim,  "  That  all  religions  are  good,  provided  they 
tend  to  the  honour  of  God."  They  think,  however,  that  their 
own  is  the  best;  though  they  sometimes  own  that  the  God 
of  the  Christians  is  most  povverful,  because  the  head  of  their 
principal  idol  has  been  twice  beaten  to  pieces  by  thunder. 
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Tbi»  is  p«rjb«p«  tbe  kirgMt  idol  in  the  vodd*  and  is  colkd 
hff  the  Dntcb  in  denuon*  TAc  greal  Uockhaid  qf  Ltut»  Ho 
ia  i^pveqmited  sitting  croi9^k^;ed  lilie  a  tailor ;  in  which 
fNotUTQ  ho  nieMui«»  4ev«n^  feet  high*  and  every  one  of  hia 
fingers  is  as  iar^  as  th«  body  of  a  man.  About  three  leagues 
from  the  capital  there  i»a  tAmpite  of  vast  siz^  haring  an  idol 
not  qintfo  ao  largo  as  the  o^ief,  which  the  priests  say  is  his 
wife ;  and  that  once  in  sev«p  yeaxs«i  one  of  these  goes  to  visit 
Ihe  other.  The  priests  aJbo  pretmd  that  both  of  these  idob 
one  t)f  solid  gokl ;  but  tho  d^oder-clap  which  destroyed  the 
beod  of  the  h  gor  idol  doteoted  that  part  of  the  cheat,  shew- 
li:^  it  to  be  only  \t>mH  and  lime*  very  artiScially  gilded  all 
«,.7'or>  One  may  josUy  wondet  that  tbi%  accident  did  not  pot 
an  end  to  the  adoration  of  ap  wretc^ted  a  deity ;  but  where 
superstition  ooce  pievaiW  the  plainest  proofs  very  seldom 
praduce  any  eflect. 

The  country  of  Sian  it  very  rich  and  fertile,  and  there  is 
a  ccMPisiderable  trade  carriet^  on  hero  by  the  ChineM.  The 
Dutci)  have  here  considerabls  privilejgea^  and  are  the  favcntr- 
cd  n«tion>  espedal^  since  the  great  revolution^  when  they 
got  into  greatv&your  with  ^He  new  king,  because  the  Eng^ 
U&h  had  been  entrusted  by  ius  predecessor,  whom  he  mus^ 
dered,  with  the  best  pj^cei  in  the  governroent,  both  civil 
and  fuilitary.  The  But(^  have  a  &ctQzy  on  the  side  of  the 
river,  about «  nrile  bekmr  the  city^  where  they  collect  great 
numbers  of  dear-okins^  which  are  sent  annually  to  Japan. 
The  Siamese  are  thewwlves  much  addicted  to  trade,  and  the 
Chinese  who  reside  here  stiil  more ;  so  that  they  send  st:iiip9 
every  year  to  Japan*  which*  cousickring  the  difficulty  of  the 
navigf^tion*  is  not  a  little  extraordinary.  The  SiRmei^v.  boast 
of  having  used  the  compa^  above  a  thousand  y%rs  before  it, 
was  known  in  Europe:  But  the  Jesuits  very  justly  observe* 
that  the  Siamese  and  Chinese  compasses  are  very  imperfect. 

The  third  resident  iafix^  at  Mokha,  being  always  a  mer- 
chant^ having  two  factors  under  him.  This  country  is  under 
ihj  government  of  an  Arab  prince,  styled  Imaum,  who  re- 
sides in.  the  inland  country,  about  200  miles  east  from  Mokha. 
The  sea-port  of  hia  dominions  was  formerly  Aden;  but  as 
that  was  found  very  inconvenient,  be  removed  the  trade  to 
Mokha*  then  only  a  fishing  villt^e.  Mokha  is  situated  close 
to  the  seaj  in  a  large  dry  sandy  plain,  which  affords  neither 
fruits  nor  water,  except  what  is  brackish  and  unwholesome, 
and  those  who  are  forced  to  drink  it  have  long  worms  bred 
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in  tbeir  Im  and  feel,  which  eon  tisry  troublesome  ^id  dui* 
geroin.  The  town  ib  lupplied  witii  vtry  good  and  whole* 
KNBe  water  from  MmB^  H  town  at  the  distance  of  twcotj 
miles ;  but  it  is  so  dear,  being  brought  fay  land  durribfrc^ 
that  it  costs  as  madt  tt  iniBlI  betr  does  in  IDng^nd.  Mokha 
it  kixge^  and  Mokea  a  fine  appearance  ftom  the  aea,  tbebu!id« 
iB|gs  nelnv  lofty,  but  they  look  much  better  widioiit  than 
within.  The  markets  are  well  supplkJ  with  provisions,  nidi 
as  beef,  mutton,  goats,  kid,  lamb,  and  camels  flnfa,  antelttpet^ 
poultry,  guinea-fowln,  partridges^  and  pigeons.  The  sea  b& 
mtds  a  variety  of  fish,  but  not  well  tasted,  owing  probably  to 
the  nature  ot  their  food.  It  is  also  furnishetf  all  the  year 
with  excdient  firuite,  asgnpes,  peaches,  apricots,  and  quitter  \ 
of  which  they  make  great  «|uaAtities  of  marmalttde,  both  tbr 
their  own  use  and  exportation.  Yet  there  is  neither  tree  nor 
tihrub  lo  be  seen  near  the  toVvn,  except  a  few  date-trees,  bnd 
they  seldom  have  above  two  or  three  showers  of  rain  in  a 
year,  sometimes  no  rain  for  two  or  three  years.  Amopg  the 
mountains,  however,  about  twenty  miles  inland,  seldom  a 
morning  passes  without  a  moderate  shower,  which  makes  the 
vallies  veiT  fertile  in  such  corn  and  fruits  as  suit  the  soil  aitd 
climate.  They  have  plenty  of  wheat  and  barley,  but  no  rice. 
Since  Mokha  has  been  made  a  free  port,  it  has  become  a 
place  of  great  trade.  Besides  the  Dtitch  factory,  it  has  one 
belonging  to  the  English  East-India  Company.  Trade  i» 
also  carried  on  here  by  English  free  merchants,  by  Portu- 
guese, Banians,  and  Moors;  also  by  vessels  from  Easora, 
Tersia,  and  Muskat.  The  counti^  itsdf  produces  few  com- 
modities, except  co£K:e  and  seme  drugs,  as  myrrh,  oiibanunt 
or  frankincense  from  Comn,  Soccotrine  aloes  from  Soccoto^ 
ra,  liquid  storax,  vhite  and  yellow  arsenic,  some  gum<«rabic^ 
mummy^  '^nd  balm  of  gilead,  these  two  last  being  brought 
down  the  !\ed  Sea.  The  coffee  trade  brings  a  continual  sup* 
ply  of  gold  and  silver  from  Europe^  paiticularly  Spanish 
moncr,  German  crowns,  and  other  Eun^an  silver  coins, 
with  chequins  and  German  and  Hungarian  gold  ducats,  and 
ebramiea  and  magrabees  of  Turkey.  It  is  a  setttod  point  here, 
though  other  goods  may  be  bought  and  sold  on  credit  tor  a 
certain  time,  coffee  must  always  be  paid  for  in  ready  money. 
The  Europeet/  shipping  that  comes  here  annually  rather 
exceeds  20,(K)0  tons,  and  that  belonging  to  other  nations 
Qiay  aniount  to  nearly  the  same  tonnage.  The  whole  pro- 
yince  qi  Bet/Hackee  is  planted  with  coffee-trees,  which  are 
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ncTcr  allowetl  to  grow  above  four  or  five  yordi  high.  The 
berries  cling  to  the  branches  like  bo  many  insects,  and  are 
shaken  off  when  ripe.  They  are  at  first  green,  then  red*  and 
.  iMtly  of  a  dark-brown  colour.  ^ 

The  Dutch  have  here  a  great  advantage  over  all  other 
nations,  in  consequence  of  their  monopoly  of  the  spice-trade» 
as  these  arc  consumed  here  in  great  quantities,  which  conse* 
ouently  enables  them  to  procure  coffee  at  much  easier  rotes 
tnan  other  nations.  Yet  this  trade  of  Mokha  is  continually 
ftlling  off,  owing  to  the  vast  quantities  of  coffee  produced  in 
their  own  plantations,  especially  at  Batavia,  Aroboina,  and 
the  Cape  o'  Good  Hope:  Even  the  Dutch,  however,  ao* 
knowledge  that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  coffee 
raised  on  their  own  plantations  and  that  brought  from 
Mokha. 

The  Hajppy  Arabia  is  divided  into  many  tinall  territories, 
under  independent  princes,  styled  Emirs,  who  all  pay  a  la'nd 
of  homaffe,  but  no  obedience,  to  the  Grand  Signor  or  Enn-p 
peror  of  the  Turks.  Tlie  Red  Sea  gets  this  name  from 
several  parts  of  it  being  of  a  red  colour,  owing  to  its  bottom 
,  in  these  paits.  / 


Section  XIV. 
Of  the  Trade  <^  the  Dutch  in  Borneo  and  China. 

Borneo  is  tlie  largest  island  in  the  East  Indies,  perhaps 

*■  the  largest  in  the  world,  being  220  marine  leagues  from  N. 

•  to  S.  and  I70  leagues  from  £.  to  W.  It  is  divided  into 
many  small  principalities,  of  which  the  most  powerful  is  the 
kinff  of  Banjaar  Ma$aeen,  and  after  him  the  kines  of  Borneo 
ana  Sambas.     The  air  is  reckoned  very  unwholesome  in 

-  some  places,  on  account  of  being  low  and  marshy ;  and  it  is 
only  thinly  peopled,  though  abounding  in  very  rich  comnw^ 

.  dities.  On  the  first  establishment  at  the  Dutch  in  India^ 
they  were  very  solicitous  to  have  factories  in  thin  island,  and 
accordingly  fixed  threes  at  the  cities  of  Borneo,  Sambas,  and 
Succadanea;  but  they  soon  found  it  we  impossible  to  have 
any  dealings  with  the  natives,  who  certainly  are  the  basest 

T  crudest,  and  most  perfidious  people  in  the  world ;  wherefore 
they  quitted  the  island,  and  though  several  times  invited 
back^  have  absolutely  refiiscd  to  re^n.  The  commerce  of 
'isj'i'.rt  Borne* 
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Borneo  Is  ai  rich  ap  any  In  India.  At  Sambas  snA  Banjuar 
Maaaeen  they  deal  in  diamond^  of  whiich  there  in  a  mine  in 
Itl^e  interior  country.  These  stones  generally  run  from  four 
to  twenty-four  irorats  each,  thoi;gb  some  are  found  as  high 
iBS  thir^  and  even  forty  carats ;  out  the  iwhole  trade  does 
not  exceed  600  caratf  yearly.  They  always  sell  these  stones 
for  gold,  though  that  is  a  commodity  of  the  island,  and  there 
js  a  considerable  trade  in  gold-dust  at  Pahang,  Saya,  Calan- 
tan,  Seribas,  Catra,  and  Melannuba.  ]3ezoar  is  another 
.pi'incipal  article  of  their  trade.  Japan  lyood,  fine  wax,  inr 
cense,  mastic,  and  several  other  rich  gums,  are  here  met 
with ;  but  the  staple  commodity  is  pepper,  which  this  island 
produces  in  as  ereat  abundance  as  any  place  in  India.  A 
drug  is  met  with  in  this  island,  called  pifdrq  de  poreo,  or 
pork-stone,  so  highly  esteemed  as  to  be  worth  SQO  crowns 
each ;  as  the  Indian  physicians  pretend  that  tbey  can  infal- 
libly discover  whether  their  patients  are  to  live  or  die,  by 
exhibiting  to  them  tl)c  \yater  in  which  this  stone  has  been 
jBteeped. 

Before  the  Portuguese  discqvered  the  way  by  sea  to  India, 
>he  Chinese  possessed  the  whole  trade  of  this  island,  and 
aince  the  Europeans  have  declined  settling  here,  it  has  re- 
verted to  then^  again.  The  plaf^  where  they  are  settled  arp 
Banjaajr  Masseen,  jyiampi^a,  Teya,  Lando,  and  Sambnii, 
where  they  parry  on  a  great  tfad.e,  fpriiishing  the  inhabitants 
with  silks^  clijntz,  calico,  and  a}l  the  manufactures  of  China 
and  Japan.  It  has  been  smnzested,  that  a  more  valuable 
trade  might  be  established  in  pomeo  tijan  in  any  other  part 
of  India,  as  there  come  here  every  year  large  fleets  of  Chi- 
nese junks,  laden  with  all  the  commodities  of  that  empire, 
which  might  be  purchased  here  as  cheap,  or  cheaper  evep 
th^n  in  China  itself.  There  come  also  yearly  sorT^e  small 
vessels  from  the  island  of  Celebes  tp  Bornep,  in  spi^e  of  the 
Utmost  vigilance  of  the  Dutch,  which  bring  considerable 
quantities  of  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  mnce,  so  tliat  the  Dutch 
are  unable  to  sell  much  of  these  spices  to  the  inhabitants : 
Yet  they  send  ships  here  frequently  to  load  with  pepper,  en- 
deavouring to  keep  up  a  goo<i  correspondence  wiili  the  kings 
of  Borneo  and  Sambas,  for  the  king  of  Banjaar  Masseen  re- 
fuses to  have  any  dealings  with  them. 

Considering  the  vast  sv^ny  of  the  Dutch  in  India,  it  is 

. strange  that  they  should  not  have  any  factory  in  China. 

'^hey  have  indeed  formerly  sent  ambassadors  to  that  coun- 
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try,  under  (MVtence  of  demiinding  a  fihee  tr«de,  out  In  rMlity 
on  purpose  to  gain  a  more  accurate  knowledge  o^  the  nature 
of  trade  in  China,  and  in  comcquence  of  their  di«coveiiei  ill 
that  manner,  have  been  induced  to  decline  entering  up<ni 
any  direct  trade  to  that  country.  While  they  wert  powetscd 
of  tfio  island  of  Formosa,  they  carried  on  a  direct  trade  t6 
China  with  great  profit :  But;,  since  their  expulsion  froA^ 
that  island  in  1661,  they  have  not  be6il  able  to  make  that 
trade  turn  out  profitable.  After  the  establishment  of  th6 
Ostend  East-India  Company,  they  tried  to  send  ships  t6 
China,  direct  from  Holland  i  btit  even  this  Came  to  no  great 
account,  the  ptoBt  havina  seldom  exceeded  twenty-five  p6ir 
cent,  which,  considering  the  hazard  of  so  long  a  voyage,  wal 
not  considered  h  very  encouraging  return.  It  has  beeil 
doubted  vrhether  the  Dutch  were  able  to  deal  with  the  Chi- 
nese, where  both  nations  are  upon  an  tqual  footing,  as  th6 
latter  are  certainly  the  cunningest  of  men :  Besides,  ttie 
Chinese  arc  less  inclined  to  deal  with  the  Dutch  than  with 
any  other  Europeans ;  and,  when  thry  do,  always  hold  thetA 
to  harder  terms.  The  port  charges  ulna  In  China,  and  the 
presents  they  are  obliged  to  make,  cut  deep  into  their  gains. 
Besides  the  foregoing  circumstances,  as  China  js  at  a  cr^at 
distance  from  Batavia,  and  as  the  ofiicors  of  the  Dutch  snips 
can  so  easily  consign  their  effects  into  the  hands  of  the  Por^ 
tuguese,  English,  and  other  foreign  merchants,  they  have 
been  found  to  mind  their  own  affiiirs  much  more  than  those 
of  the  Company.  But  the  principal  reason  of  avoiding  the 
trade  to  China  is,  that  the  Chinese  carry  on  a  prodigious 
trade  with  Batavia }  and  though  the  voyage  exceeds  550 
leagues,  the  Chinese  Junks  make  the  run  m  six  weeks,  sail- 
ing from  Canton  in  the  beginning  of  Decetnbdr,  Mid  arritidg 
at  Batavia  in  the  middle  of  January.  The  Company  has  ih 
the  first  place  a  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all  the  goods 
brought  by  the  Chinese,  which  are  gold,  silks  of  all  sortif, 
tea,  annisecd,  musk,  rhubarb,  copper,  quicksilver,  Vermilioti, 
china  ware,  &c.  For  which  they  receive  'U  exchange  lead, 
tin,  pepper,  incense,  camphor,  cloves,  ncunt^  amber,  add 
many  other  articles,  on  all  which  the  Dutch  fix  their  owfk 
prices,  and  consequently  buy  much  dieaper  than  other  na« 
tions  can  do  in  China.  They  have  also  foand  by  experk 
ence,  that  a  direct  trade  greatly  lessens  this  more  profitable 
mode  at  Batavia.  They  have  also  opportunities  oi  deal- 
ing with  the  Chinese  in  many  other  parts  of  India,  wher^ 
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lAer  the  Chinwb  uMyrdianta  hsTe  completed  their  edei  to 
die  nativeSf  they  are  gbd  to  part  witli  the  remainder  of 
their  eommodalet  to  the  Dutch,  at  a  cheap  rate.  Thue,  the 
Butch  Elaat-IndiA  Companj  are  able  to  lead  home  vait  <ftt(Ui* 
tides  of  the  comiooditiet  of  China,  and  purchased  on  vei^ 
advantageout  terms,  without  trading  directly  to  China,  ei« 
dier  firom  Holland  or  from  Batavia. 
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Skction  XV. 

Of  the  Dutch  Trade  with  Japan, 

A  Dutch  chief  resides  at  Japan,  who  is  always  a  princi- 
pal merchant,  and  is  assisted  oy  some  writers  in  the  Comik 
pany's  service.     The  profit  formerly  made  of  this  establish* 
ment  by  the  Dutch  East-India  Company,  frequently  amount* 
ed  to  80  and  even  J  00  per  cent,  but  has  fallen  off  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  rarely  make  now,  1721,  above  eight  or  ten* 
This  has  been  chieHy  occasioned  by  the  Chinese,  who  for 
some  time  past  have  purchnsfd  every  kind  of  goods  at  Canton 
that  are  in  demand  in  Japan,  and  it  is  even  smd  that  they 
have  contracted  with  the  Japanese  to  furnish  them  with  all 
kinds  of  merchandize  at  as  low  prices  as  the  Dutch.     Ano« 
ther  cause  of  the  How  profits  is,  that  the  Japanese  fix  the 
prices  of  all  the  goods  the)r  buy,  and  if  their  offer  is  not  ac- 
cepted, they  desire  the  merchants  to  take  tlicm  home  again. 
This  may  possibly  have  been  suggested  to  them  by  the  Chi- 
iitiuif  who  U!.ed  formerly  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  at 
Batavifl.     There  is  no  place  in  all  India  where  the  Dutch 
have  so  iittle  authority,  ur  where  their  establishmenta  are  of 
so  little  consequence,  as  in  Japan.      They  are  allowed  a 
small  island  to  themselves,  wlicre  they  have  warehouses  for 
their  goods,  and  a  few  ordinary  bouses  for  the  members  of 
the  factory^  but  this  island  is  a  prison,  in  which  they  are 
completely  shut  up  as  long  as  they  remain  in  Japan,  not  being 
permitted  to  pass  tlie  bridge  that  joins  this  island  to  the  city 
of  Naugasaquc.    The  only  shadow  of  liberty  that  is  allowed 
them  is,  that  their  chief,  with  two  or  three  attendants,  goes 
once  a-year  as  ambassador  to  the  emperor.     One  great  rea- 
son of  this  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  their  using  too 
great  familiarities  with  the  Japanese  women ;  but  the  true 
reason  is,  that  the  Dutch  have  more  than  once  given  strong 
voju  XI.  M  ^indicatioiiiH 
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indications  of  an  inclination  to  establish  themselves  in  th« 
country  by  force. 

A  French  gv  itlcmnn.  Monsieur  Carron,  who  wax  for  some 
time  at  the  houd  of  their  factory  in  Japan,  and  who,  m  sere- 
ral  journeys  to  the  court,  had  ingratiated  hims^'i  uao  the 
favour  of  the  emperor,  by  entertaining  him  with  accounts  of 
the  state  of  Europe,  got  his  permission  to  build  a  house  for 
the  factory  on  the  little  islana  allotted  to  them.  Ho  accord- 
]y  laid  the  fortifications  of  great  extent,  and  continued  the 
work  till  he  had  completed  a  handsome  fortification,  in  form 
of  angular  tetragon;  and  as  the  Japanese  were  quite  ig- 
norant m  the  art  of  fortification,  they  suffered  it  to  be  finish- 
ed, without  any  suspicion  of  deceit.  Carron  now  desired 
the  council  at  Batavia  to  send  him  some  cannon,  packed  in 
casks  filled  with  oakum  or  cotton,  along  with  some  other 
casks  of  the  same  form  filled  with  spices.  This  was  done 
accordingly,  but  in  rolling  the  casks  after  landing,  one  of 
them  that  contained  a  brass  gim  burst  open,  by  which  acci- 
dent the  cheat  was  discovered.  This  put  an  entire  stop  to 
bU  trade  till  the  pleasure  of  the  emperor  was  known.  The 
emperor,  without  prohibiting  trade,  gave  orders  that  no 
Dutchman  should  presume  to  stir  out  of  the  island  on  pain 
of  death j  and  ordered  Carron  up  to  Jeddo,  to  answer  for  his 
fault.  The  emperor  reproachea  him  for  abusing  his  favour ; 
aflcr  which  he  ordered  his  beard  to  bo  pulled  out  by  the 
roots,  an<1  rh.i^  he  should  be  led,  dressed  in  a  fool's  coat  and 
cop,  th<  vUf  h  r  1  the  streets  of  the  city.  He  was  thus  sent 
back  k  «  fhrtory,  with  orders  to  leave  Japan  in  the  first 
si.ip  that  ?  a«5<d  for  Batavia. 

The  island  of  Denmot  where  the  Dutch  reside,  is  divided 
from  the  city  of  Naugasaki  by  a  small  creek  of  salt  water  of 
about  forty  ieet  broad,  over  which  there  is  a  convenient 
bridge^  having  a  draw-bridge  at  one  end,  of  which  the  Ja->- 
panese  keep  possession,  and  no  Dutchman  can  pass  this 
without  leave  from  the  governor  of  the  city ;  neither  dare 
any  Japanese  converse  witn  the  Dutch,  except  the  merchants 
and  factors,  who  have  a  licence  for  that  purpose.  For  the 
security  of  the  factoir,  the  island  of  Desiraa  is  pallisaded  all 
round.  It  contains  rour  streets^  with  large  warehouses^  and 
a  spacious  market-place  over  against  the  bridge,  where  at 
stated  times  the  town's  people  have  leave  to  trade  with  the 
Dutch.  So  great  is  the  calousy  entertained  of  the  Dutch* 
that  they  are  not  even  allowed  to  have  the  command  of  their 
own  ships  while  in  Japan  :  For,  as  soon  as  one  of  th^  en- 
ters 
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ten  the  htrbour,  the  Japanete  take  entire  poaseuion  of  her, 
taiung  out  all  the  arms  and  ammunition,  whicii  they  lay  up 
Oil  thor^  and  return  fpun  in  good  order,  when  the  ship  is 
ready  to  lail.  They  alao  exact  a  complete  account  of  all 
the  men  on  boards  whom  they  muster  by  one  of  their  own 
tomroiisaries. 

Japan  is  well  peopled,  and  produces  every  thing  necessary 
fi>r  human  sustenance  in  great  plenty ;  yet  the  Dutch  pay 
high  for  every  thing  they  need,  and  have  even  to  purchase 
wwd  for  fuel  by  weight.  The  mountain •^  rich  in  gpldf 
■ilver,  and  copper,  which  last  is  the  best  '-Id.    Tlieir 

porccdain  is  finer  than  that  of  China,  a.'  thicker 

and  heavier,  with  finer  colours,  and  sci  rer  both- 

in  India  and  Europe^    The  tea  of  Japa.  r,  is  not 

near  so  good  as  that  of  China.  Their  lackereu  .are,  luu- 
allv  callra  Japan,  is  the  best  in  the  world,  and  some  of  it 
wiU  even  hold  boiling  water  without  being  injured.  Thev 
have  abundance  of  si&Sj  both  raw  and  manufaetured,  much 
stronger  than  what  is  produced  in  China.  Their  houses 
are  mostly  built  of  wood,  but  the  palace  of  the  emperor  is 
of  marble^  covered  with  copper,  so  remarkably  well  gilded 
Uiat  it  withstands  the  weather  many  y^ars.  Jeddo  is  the 
metropolis^  and  its  magnitude  may  be  guessed  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, that  in  a  great  fire  which  raged  in  this  city  for 
eight  days,  about  the  year  1660,  it  consumed  120,000  houses, 
and  500  temples. 

The  Japanese  are  strict  observers  of  moral  rules,  e8pe<> 
cially  in  commercial  matters ;  insomuch  that  merchants  of 
reputation  put  up  sums  of  gold  cupangs,  always  in  decimal 
numbers,  in  silken  bags,  sealed  with  their  seals  t  and  these 
bags  always  pass  current  for  the  several  sums  indicated  by 
'he  seals,  without  any  one  ever  examining  the  contents  of 
the  bags  for  several  generations.  These  cupangs  are  broad 
oblong  pieces  of  gold,  of  about  twenty  shillings  value  in 
Japan ;  but  gold  is  there  so  plentiful  and  cheap,  in  relation 
to  silver,  that  a  cuoang  passes  current  in  Batavia  for  thirty- 
two  shillings  i  and,  attcr  being  stampt  with  the  lion  of  the 
Company,  it  passes  for  forly  shillings  sterling.  The  Ja- 
panese also  are  exact  observers  of  Justice,  and  pimish  crimes 
with  extreme  rigour.  To  a  man  of  ilistinction,  when  found 
guilty  of  a  capital  crime,  the  emperor  writes  a  letter,  com- 
njunding  liiiu  to  become  hU  omh  executioner,  on  an  appoint- 
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ed  iey  and  hour,  on  penalty  of  being  subjected  to  Aie  ttioit 
exquiiite  tortures,  if  be  survive  the  appointed  time.  Oa 
fcoeiting  this  mandate)  the  delinquent  invites  all  hi»  frienda 
ind  near  relation*  to  at  sumptuous  feast  on  th4  set  day. 
When  ttie  feast  is  over,  he  shows  them  the  letter  from  the 
emperor,  and,  while  they  are  reading  it,  he  stabs  hinradf 
with  a  daggCT  belo«r  the  navel,  and  cuts  op«lt  his  belhr  to  the 
breast  bone.  The  capital  punishments  inflicted  on  the  inl»> 
lior  people  are  hafigingi,  beheading,  or  being  flmg  owr  • 
pMcipiee;  and  for  smaHer  faults,  whipping  and'tvanding 
■re  usual 

■  The  government  of  Japan  would  be  well  pleased  to  en» 
courage  trade  trhh  all  natioM,  but  for  two  considerations. 
The  nrst  is,  lest  their  religimi  should  be  insulted,  which  was 
finequentty  the  case  from  misguided  zeal,  while  there  wero 
any  Christians  among  the  Japanese.  The  other  proceeds 
frmn  their  aversion  to  strange  customs,  or  to  any  innovation 
in  the  manners  of  the  peopfe,  frbm  which  they  dread  the 
worst  consequences.  When  the  Dutch  were  first  established 
in  this  empire,  the  then  prime  minister  explained  their  o|i^ 
]^imis  on  this  subject  in  thefdiowing  manner:  <*  We  ate 
well  acquainted  with  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  sy»> 
tem  of  government  established  among  us,  and  will  on  no 
account  run  the  hazard  t>f  any  chi^nge.    We  know  that 

great  revolutions  are  often  broueht  about  by  imperceptible 
egrees,  and  are  therefore  resolved  to  cure  the  itch  of  no- 
vmy  by  the  rod  of  chastisement."  Upon  ^is  maxim  a  law 
is  established  in  Japan,  by  which  all  the  subjects  of  the  em- 
pire are  prohibited  firom  leaving  the  country  %  or,  if  any  do^ 
they  most  never  return.  They  are  so  wedded  to  their  own 
customs  and  (pinions,  and  so  jealous  of  the  introduction  of 
any  new  or  foreign  customs,  tnat  they  never  send,  any  em- 
bassies ta  other  countries,  neither  do  they  allow  their  mer- 
chants to  cany  on  commerce  beyond  their  own  country.  A 
few  small  junks  are  sent  in  summer  to  the  land  of  Ycdsoi  * 
countty  about  fifty  leagues  from  the  northern  extremity  of 
Japan;  and  it  is  saia  that  they  bring  much  goUi  ittm 
thence. 

There  is  but  one  good  harbour  in  Japan,  all  thie  rest  of 
the  coaat  being  so  guarded  by  steep  rocks  or  shoals,  that 
they  have  no  reascm  to  fear  being  invaded.  In  point  of  mi- 
litary discipline  and  bravery,  the  Japanese  far  exceed  the 

Chinese, 
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Chinese^  and  are  hy  no  meant  of  to  bate  and  effiwunata  dia* 
mwidont  as  moat  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  fpreat  empirp* 
The  ffovernment  also  of  Japan  is  perfectly  uniform  and  well 
settlMf  so  that  there  cannot  be  any  diversity  of  interests  { 
for,  though  several  of  .its  provinces  are  denominated  kinff* 
doms,  yet  all  these  petty  kings  are  under  the  strictest  sub- 
jection to  ihe  emperor,  and  the  laws  of  the  ccnintry  extend 
over  all.  These  laws  pay  the  strictest  re^rd  to  private  pro- 
per^, the  father  transmiHing  to  his  children  not  only  the 
patrimonial  estate  but  all  the  acquisitions  of  his  own  indus- 
try; and  this  is  certainly  a  powerful  prevention  of  any  de^ 
sire  of  change.  Though  the  emperor  resides  at  Jeddoj^' 
thirty  days  journey  from  Naugasa)u,  yet  he  receisres  int^i* 
gence  in  the  space  of  three  days,  a^TUie  miraber  and  folrce  of 
every  ship  that  arrives^  conveyed  %  a  dialn  of  signid-posta^ 
by  means  offlags  and  fire  beacons.  r 

llie  forms  observed  in  business  are  wonderfully  exacts 
and  the  edicts  and  orders  of  the  emperor  are  signified  in 
most  expressive  and  dignified  tenns,  containing  very  litdo 
of  the  bombast  and  Bwemng  style  so  common  among  oriental 
courts.  Yet,  amid  all  their  good  sense  and  quick  parts,  the 
religion  of  the  Japanese  is  the  idiest  and  most  ridiculaus  pa^ 
ganism  that  can  well  be  imagined,  of  which  the  following  i«  a 
sufficient  proof.  Every  family  has  a  tutelary  deity  or  idol, 
which  is  placed  at  the  top  of  the  house,  and  instructed  to 
keep  ofi*  all  sickness,  misrortunes,  or  accidents :  And  when 
any  such  happen,  the  idol  is  taken  down  and  whipt,  for  not 
doing  its  duty.  Amida  is  the  name  of  their  favourite  god« 
his  residence  in  heaven  is  at  a  prodigious  distance,  insomuch 
that  it  requires  three  years  iourney  of  a  departed  soul  to 
reach  paradise,  wliich  is  only  the  outskirts  or  suburl)s  of 
heaven ;  but  when  once  there,  the  soul  is  sure  of  getting  to 
heaven,  and  enjoys  a  quiet  residence  in  that  place,  as  none 
of  the  fiends  dare  comq  there  to  give  rumoyance.  Tlicy 
have  several  other  gods,  to  all  of  whom  they  are  particularly 
attached  devotees ;  and  each  god  has  his  own  particular 
paradise,  none  nearer  this  worki  than  three  years  journey. 
On  purpose  to  gain  an  easy  passage  to  these  paradises,  some 
of  the  zealots  cut  their  own  throats,  and  others  hang  them- 
selves. Their  idols  are  often  carried  in  procession  on  horse- 
back, attended  by  bands  of  music ;  and  many  ieasts  and 
sacrifices  are  made  in  their  honour,  the  idols  being  fed  on 
♦  •  the 
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the  nracke  and  6avour)  while  the  votaries  regale  on  the  sttW 
itantial  meats.  ^     '    >  ' 


;  Section  XVI. 

Aceount  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

'   NoTHiwo  remarkable  occurred  to  the  author  of  thi«  voyi 

a^e,  while  on  the  way  from  Batavia  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
ope,  except  feeing  the  wreck  of  the  Sdioncnberff*  a  shij^ 
btlonginff  to  the  Compaoy,  which  had  been  lost  a  little  ber 
fore.  *  Ob  coming  in  algfat  of  the  Cape*  they  diMOTeried 
many  French,  Engliah,  and  Dutch  ships  at  anchor  in  the 
roads,  some  outward-bound  and  some  homewards.  A  little 
way  from  the  entrance  (rf*  the  bay  is  a  small  island,  on  which 
there  is  alwayi  a  guard  composed  of  a  seijeant  and  a  small 
number  of  men.  As  soon  es  the  seijeant  sees  what  number 
of  ships  a  fleet  consists  of,  he  hem$  a  Hag,  and  fires  so 
many  pieces  of  cannon  as  there  are  dups  in  s^ht,  to  give 
notice  to  the  Commandant  at  the  Cape.  They  are  here  emi 
ployed  in  making  train-oil,  and  in  raking  oyslerishells  to 
burn  into  lime.  Into  this  island,  malefactors  are  generally 
banished  from  the  Cape,  and  from  most  parts  of  India. 
Her^  besides  the  punishment  of  being  separated  from  all 
their^friends,  they  arc  kept  to  the  hardest  labour. 

Tabic  Bay  is  very  fine  and  large,  of  a  semi-oval  form,  en^ 
iering  several  leagues  into  the  land,  and  may  be  about  nine 
leagues  in  circuit ;  but  the  anchor  is  not  every  where 
equally  good,  and  there  is  some  '  c-r  near  the  shore. 
Tne  midalc  of  the  bay  is  commandeu  uy  a  very  strong  fort« 
beipg  a  regular  pentagon,  and  each  of  its  fine  bastiona 
mounts  twenty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.  This  fort  and  the 
town  are  situated  on  tli^  edge  of  a  plain  i^bout  three  leagues 

in 

'  '  Harris  here  Bubjoins  a  kmg  enquify  into  the  nature  of  the  Dutch  oom- 
Bierce  in  Japan,  in  the  form  of  answers  to  a  Qumber  of  queries  on  Uie 
Kulgect :  But  38  we  shall  have  an  opportunity,  in  a  subsequent  division  of 
this  work,  to  give  much  more  ample  and  satisfactory  accounts  of  these 
natters,  b^.actual  travellers  in  JapSn,  this  has  been  omitted,  as  tedious 
and  unsausfactory. — £. 

*  This  is  said  to  have  been  oq  the  coast  of /^frica  at  the  height  tfA,ttfi. 
gelg,  whither  they  were  driven  by  a  8ton|.    fiut  this  could  not  possibfy 
nave  been  the  case  be/ore  reaching  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopi^E. 
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in  extent*  Wing  at  the  bottom  of  three  very  high  monntunSf 
The  first  of  ^eee  is  JJoh  Mountain,  having  some  resemblance 
to  •  lion  oouohant  The  second  is  TableldoMUmn,  wh|ch  it 
much  fajghsr,  and  has  a  broad  flat  top  like  a  table»  being  so 
high  that  it  may  be  seen  twenty  leagues  out  at  sea  in  dear 
weather.  The  third  is  called  the  Deoiti  Mountain,  and  it 
not  so  remarkable  as  either  of  the  other  two.  The  houses 
of  Cape  Town  are  very  neat  and  commodiousi  bift  »re  pnly 
built  two  stories  high,  on  account  of  the  fiirfpHS  wind*  a^ 
S.E.  which  sometimes  blow  here. 

About  the  year  1650,  the  Dutch  East-India  Company, 
bought  a  certain  district  of  this  country  from  the  Hottentots,' 
its  aboridnal  inhabitants,  and  took  care  to  have  it  immer, 
diately  j^anted  and  well  peopled,  for  the  convenience  of 
Iheir  ships,  both  outward  and  homeward  bound.  AU  thO; 
inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  Europeans,  or  descended  from. 
Europeans.  Some  of  the  planters  are  settled  at  the  distaqc^, 
of  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  Cape ;  yet  all  ar^  obliged 
to  appear  once  a-year  at  a  place  called  Stellenbosch,  where, 
the  Drotsart  or  magistrate  of  the  country  resides.  .  They 
have  here  to  pass  in  review,  as  all  the  peasants,  as  well  as 
the  towos-men,  arc  formed  into  companies  u^der  proper  offif 
cers.  After  the  review  is  over,  they  gp  back  to  their  respec- 
tive plantations,  generally  carrying  home  with  them  what 
tools  or  other  European  articles  tbey  stand  in  need  of. 
These  people  cultivate  the  ground,  raising  rye,  barley* 
beans,  and  other  grains.  They,  also  plant  viucs,  which  pror 
duce  excellent  grapes,  of  which  they  make  very  good  winCr 
Some  of  these  peasants  arc  in  very  easy  circumstances,  ha- 
vinff,  besides  large  and  well-cultivated  plantations^  greatflock^ 
of  sheep  and  cattle. 

Among  other  colonists,  there  is  one  about  eight  leagues 
from  Cape  Town,  at  a  place  called  Draken$tein,  entirely  comi* 
posed  of  French  refugees,  who  have  a  large  tract  of  w^U  culrr 
tivated  ground,  and  are  allowed  churches  and  ministers  oC 
their  own.  Part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  arc  in  the 
service  of  the  Company,  and  the  rest  are  free  burgesses. 
They  have  r^;ular  magistrates,  who  decide  causes  of  small 
importance,  and  regulate  any  little  disputes  that  haiq)en 
among  them ;  but  mairs  of  moment  are  carried  before  the 
governor  and  council,  who  determine  finally  and  without 
impeal.  In  the  interior  country,  the  drossart  determines.  i{| 
things  of  small  consequence ;  but  all  matters  of  impoi^?? 

must 
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mnat  eome  before  the  ffoyemor  and  council,  wbote  8dBtaioei» 
both  iQ  citil  and  crinunal  ouea,  are  executed  without  delay. 
The  office  who  commandt  here  in  drief,  has  the  rank  and 
psy  of  nojor,  yet  does  the  dutjr  in  all  respecti  of  a  majov- 
general  Thie  officers  under  him  are  eaptaini,  Uentenanti» 
.  and  enaigns,  who  take  care  to  keep  tlieir  companicf  alwaya 
,  complete  'and  well  diiclplined ;  and  in  ease  of  attack,  they^ 
can  draw  tocetherfive  tnousand  men  at  least,  all  well  ammt* 
and  as  good  as  rqpdar  tiyx)ps-:  Each  peasant  knows  where 
he  has  to  repair  to^  in  order  lo  range  himself  under  his  pro- 
per standard. 

It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  expertness  with  which  these 
peasants  manage  their  fire-arms,  an  exercise  in  which  they 
are  constantly  employed,  even  from  their  infancy ;  and  it  la 
almost  incredible  how  boldly  they  attack  even  the  fiercest 
animals.  Many  among  them  diidaip  to  shoot  a  sleeping 
Hon,  because,  as  they  say,  it  shows  neither  skill  nor  courage  i 
Wheti,  therefore,  they  discover  a  lion  asleep,  they  throw 
itones  to  waken  him,  and  do  not  fire  till  he  is  on  his  feet.^ 
A  little  before  the  Mrival  of  our  author  at  the  Cap^  two 

Jseasants  went  out^tc^ther  to  hunt.  One  of  them,  seeing  a 
ion,  fired  at  and  missed  him,  when  the  lion  rushed  upon 
the  roan,  who  threw  away  his  gun,  to  have  more  liberty  to* 
defend  himself.  The  other  peasant,  on  hearing  the  report, 
hastened  to  the  place,  and  found  his  companion  and  the  lion- 
closely  engaged;  on  which  he  snatched  up  the  gun,  and 
slew  the  lion  t)y  a  few  blows  on  the  head,  but  broke  the  gun 
in  pieces.  The  first  peasant,  whose  property  the  gun  was, 
complained  loudly  of  its  demolition,  blamed  his  companion 
for  coming  up  uncalled  for,  and  even  talked  of  making  himr 

Eay  for  the  gun,  insisting  that  he  could  have  slain  the  licm' 
iffiself  without  aid.  It  was  formerly  considered  a  wonder- 
ful deed  for  a  man  to  kill  a  lion ;  but  now  it  is  so  common 
Hn  occurrence,  that  they  make  no  more  of  killing  a  lion,  than, 
we  do  of  shooting  a  hare. 

Hie  country  about  Cape  Town  is  full  of  vbeyards  and 
gardens.  Two  of  these  belong  to  the  c(Hnpany»  which  ar* 
neiiiaps  the  finest  in  the  world.  One  is  at  the  distance  of  twd 
nundred  paces  from  the  fort,  between  the  town  and  Table. 
Mountain,  beinjg  about  1400  paces  in  length,  by  285  pacea- 
broad,  and  haviiw  a  fine  rivulet  from  the  mountain  runninft 
through  the  middle  of  it.  It  is  divided  into  quarters,  in  which  • 
they  cultivate}  with  the  utmost  success,  the  tiruits  and  flowers 
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of  tbe  tint  qnarttfi  of  the  globe.  The  other  gwden  is  abovl 
tmm  leflguestUttant  iirom  the  tourn,  in  what  is  odled  the  Nm§- 
Cotttiiry,  and  is  Ukewise  kept  in  cxoeHfent  order  by  slaves  be-i 
loBging  to  the  company,  or  whom  there  are  seldom  lessihan^ 
firo  handled.  The  oomitry  hereidxMit  is  mountainous  and 
stony  {  but  the  vallies  are  very  agreeably  and  exttwaely  fer- 
tilon  The  climate  is  periUuM  thb  best  in  the  1vorId»  neither 
cold  nor  heat  being  ever  mt  here  to  any  intolerable  degree. 
The  people  acconungly  live  to  great  ages,  and  have  hardly- 
any  diseases  except  such  as  proceed  m>m  intemperance  of 
some  kind.  The  mountains,  which  contribute  to  the  whole- 
someness  of  the  country,  are  supposed  to  be  rich  in  gold  and 
other  valuable  metals.  Some  triab  have  been  made;  but  as 
yet  no  mines  have  been  discovered,  or  at  least  none  in  such 
dtuations  as  would  permit  their  being  worked  to  advantage. 
Mynheer  van  Steel,  who  was  lately  gbvernor  of  this  colo- 
ny, travelled  over  the  country,  and  examined  it  with  much 
attention.  He  caused  gardens  to  be  laid  out,  and  pleasure-: 
houses  to  be  built,  in  several, places;  but  the  peasants  who 
were  employed  in  building  these  houses  and  cultivating  these 
gardens,  sent  over  a  representation  and  complaint  to  the^ 
company,  alleging  that  tnese  works  were  prejudicial  to  their 
private  affairs,  and  prevented  them  from-  being  able  to  main- 
tain their  ftmilies;  upon  which  that  governor  was  imme- 
diately recalled.  His  discoveries,  however,  were  of  great  con* 
sequence,  having  made  the  interior  country  known  to  the 
Dutch,  together  with  the  nations  or  tribes  by  whom  it  is  in-, 
habited.  'Inesc,  so  far  as  yet  discovered,  consist  of  seven  dif- 
ferent tribes,  all  comprehended  under  the  general  denomina- 
tion of  Hottentots,  The  first  of  these,  and  least  considerable, 
who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape,  have  no  chie^ 
and  are  mostly  either  in  the  service  of  the  company,  or  ara 
employed  as  servants  by  the  townsmen,  or  by  the  peasants 
and  farmers  in  cultivating  the  lands,  or  tending  their  flocks 
and  herds.  The  second  tnbe  inhabit  the  mountains,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  dwell  in  the  caverns  of  the  mountains, 
beiuff  thieves  ancT robbers  by  profession,  and  subsist  entirely 
by  plundering  the  other  Hottentots,  with  whom  they  are 
perpetually  at  war ;  yet  never  rob  or  molest  the  Christians^ 
The  other  tribes  are  called  the  Great  and  Little  Maqtut,  and 
the  Great  and  Little  Kriqua,*  and  the  Caffra.  The  words 
.  .  Maqua 

'•*  ^tbese  tribes  sre  known  in  geography  by  the  names  of  Namaquaa  and 
BriqniB,  the  latter  being  also  called  fiooshuanas.  The  "yy^Ajribein  thn 


account  are  named  Bosjenans  by  the  Dutch.— S.    \' 
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Maqtut  and  Kriqua  signify  king  or  chieA  and  thaie  fear  tribaa 
are  continually  engaged  in  war  againat  eaeh  other  {  bnt 
when  anv  one  nation  is  in  danger  of  being  totally  ruined, 
other  tribes  immediately  take  up  its  cause;  and  these  rude 
tribes  seem  to  hate  a  notion  of  maintaining  a  kind  of  balance 
of  power. 

Such  of  the  Hottentots  as  have  submitted  to  the  Hollanders 
are  called  the  Compaiiy's  Hottentots.  The  Dutch  s*nd  every 
year  fifty  or  sixiy  persons  to  trade  among  the  Hottentots, 
who  purchase  their  cattlei  giving  them  in  exchange  arracki 
tobacco^  hemp,  and  such  oUicr  things  as  they  have  occasion 
for ;  by  which  means  a  good  understanding  is  kept  up.  These 
Hottentots  of  the  Company  are  often  attacked  by  the  other 
tribes,  and,  when  no  longer  able  to  defend  themselves,  their 
king  or  chief  comes  down  to  the  Cape,  attended  by  a  small 
escort  of  his  subjects,  to  demand  assistance.  He  goes  imme- 
diately to  the  governor,  having  in  his  hand  the  sta£Pof  oom« 
mand  given  h^n  by  the  Company,  decoi'atcd  with  their  arms, 
and  holding  it  in  his  hand,  demands  assistance.  If  the  go* 
vemor  does  not  think  proper  to  grant  his  request,  but  endea- 
vours to  shift  him  o£F  with  fair  words,  he  throws  down  his 
8ta£P,  saying,  in  bad  Dutch,  Foot  mvf  niet  mur  Compagmet 
Hottentot ;  that  is,  **  For  me,  I  wiU  no  more  be  the  Com- 
pany's Hottento^"  The  governor  generally  sends  him  home 
with  an  escort  of  troops,  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the  company 
to  be  on  good  terms  with  these  chiefs,  who  are  always  ready 
to  do  any  service  required  of  them. 

The  Hottentots  are  a  very  stupid  and  brutal  people.  They 
rub  their  bodies  all  over  with  rancid  grease,  which  gives 
them  a  very  bad  smell,  so  that  you  may  nose  them  at  a  con- 
siderable distance.  Their  children  are  all  born  pet-iieotly 
white;  but  being  constantly  rubbed  with  srease,  and  exposed 
to  the  sun,  they  grow  by  degrees  quite  brown,  and  almost 
black.  When  a  woman  brings  forth  twins,  one  of  them  is 
immediately  condemned  to  death,  and  is  tied  to  a  tree,  where 
it  is  left  to  expire.  Some  of  them  have  a  custom  of  extirpa- 
ting one  testicle  in  their  male  children,  as  soon  as  they  are 
able  to  bear  the  operation,  in  hope  of  preve^ing  them  after- 
wards from  begettinff  twins.  They  seem  to  have  little  or  no 
religion;  yet  tney  uequently  look  with  admiration  at  the 
heavenly  bodies,  saying,  "  He  who  governs  these  is  certainly 
a  being  of  infinite  power  and  wisdom."   In  many  respects 
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tjMbiiN  more  like  ImmU  Umui  men,  Ulif  dMNBimMy  nai^ 
in  Oieir  penoi|i»  and,  taking  Umbi  ahoMlher,  they  are  oeiw 
tainly  ooe  of  die  aaaneit  natiooi  on  tne  iaee  of  thevartk 
Tbej  are  diort  and  thick-set»  vrfth  ilak  noiai  like  a  Dnleh 
png  dog,  verf  thick  1^  and  large  months,  haikv  very 
wrale  tMth,  bat  very  kog  and  ill  iM»  ipiDa  of  thlem  raddng 
out  of  their  mouth»  lik«boar'*  tniki,  Their  hair  ia  bh^k, 
and  curled  like  wool.  Thej  are  very  nimble^  and  mn  with 
incredible  speed.  They  are  generallv  covered  with  a  sboep'a 
akin,  each  man  having  a  quiver  full  of  arrows  on  his  bade, 
and  a  bow  in  his  hand.  Immediately  on  comins  in  sight  <^ 
an  enemy,  they  set  up  a  dreadful  cry,  leaping,  diuicin|b  and 
skipping  about,  and  throwing  themselves  into  the  most  mght- 
fhljMstnres. 

The  seventh  nation  is  named  the  Cqffre$,  who  are  certain^ 
]y  the  AHthmpmhagi  who  have  made  so  much  noiso  in  the 
world.*  The  Hottentots  are  much  afraid  of  them,  and  take 
care  to  keep  out  of  their  way  as  much  as  possible,  for  fear  of 
being  roasted  or  boiled  if  taken  prisoners.  This  abominable 
nation  has  never  entered  into  any  kindof  commerce  with  tha 
Christians;  but,  on  the  contrary,  takes  all  the  pains  they  can 
to  entrap  and  murder  them,  in  order,  as  is  generally  believed* 
to  eat  them.  It  is  reported  that  they  have  |(rown  somewhat 
more  tractable  of  late  years,  and  will  enter  into  some  sort  of 
trade  with  such  as  venture  among  them.  They  are  a  potent 
and  warlike  nation,  strona  and  wdl-mode ;  and  though  black, 
and  having  curled  hair  luie  other  negroes,  they  have  better 
faces,  and  a  much  more  manly  appearance. 

At  the  distance  of  about  eighteen  leunies  from  the  Cape^ 
there  is  another  port  called  Saldanha  oAJt  which  is,  in  dl 
respects,  an  infinitely  better  harbour  than  Tab  F«y,  except 
in  wanting  fresh  water,  which  prevents  it  from  being  fre- 
qiijented.  The  animals  of  this  country  are  many.  The  lion 
is  common  here^  and  vn.  hard  winters  oflen  comes  very  near 
the  habitations  of  the  colonists.  He  is  reputed  the  king  of 
beasts,  becanse  he  never  eats  a  man  till  he  has  beaten  out  his 
breath  with  his  paws.  Before  attacking  a  man  he  roars  ter- 
ribly, and  shakes  his  mane;  and  if  he  does  not  give  these 
signals  of  rage,  there  is  no  danger  in  passing  him.    Tigera 
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.  3  A  yenr  different  account  is  now  given  of  the  Caffires,  or  Kousais  rather, 
^ho  are  described  as  a  half-civilized  rac^  who  cqlUvate  the  groiind,  and 
live  under  regular,  governiient.—£. 


198 


Jil4f  CiremuiavigaHom.      pait  ii.  ■•oc  i?» 


, 


) 


1  t 
i 


;   I 


Mid  leooferds  aM  iim  Vfry  commao*  and  do  •  tmIi 
miichka;  and  it  is  probable  tlieM  atiioMb  wonM  bt  in«oh 
awra  muaflroai,  w«r«  ii  not  for  a  race  of  wild  dogii  wbiali 
kmt  in  pactum  «id  art  to  bold  that  thej  often  weary  out  and 
worry  a  lion.  Thcj  often  dcltrov  tigert,  leopards,  and  wolve% 
and  It  is  said  tbat  thtra  will  allow  $.  man  to  take  their  prey 
fitMn  them  when  thejr  nave  killed  it.  Travellers  are  never 
afraid  when  diegr  fidl  in  with  these  wild  dogs,  but  rather  re> 
joice^  becanse  thej  are  sure  that  no  ferocious  animal  is  in  thf 
neighbourhood.  There  are  many  elephanlh  in  this  oountiy» 
and  of  as  great  site  as  any  in  the  world,  beintf  often  froM 
twslvo  to  fifteen  feet  high  or  better,  their  teeili  weighing 
from  sixty  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  The  raino- 
ceros  is  alio  often  met  with.  This  animal  is  rather  less  than 
the  elephant,  but  stronger.  His  skiti  is  prodigiously  thick, 
and  so  hard  that  scarcely  any,  weajwn  can  pierce  it.  Hi| 
snout  n  like  that  of  a  ho(^,  on  which  grows  a  solid  horn,  tent 
or  twelve  inches  long,  which  is  much  valued,  because  esteeoH 
cd  an  excellent  medicine  in  convulsiotts. 

There  are  two  animals  peculiar  to  this  country,  which 
therefore  deserve  notice.  One  is  a  species  of  wild  ass,  niiich 
resembles  the  common  ass  in  nothing  but  the  length  of  ita 
ears.  It  is  as  large  as  an  ordinary  horse,  and  is  the  most 
beautiful  animal  in  the  world.  His  hair  is  verr  soft,  and 
from  the  ridge  of  tlie  back  descends  in  coloured  streaks  to 
the  belly,  forming  so  many  circles.  It  is  a  brisk  and  lively 
creature,  which  runs  more  swiftly  than  any  horse.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  take  alive^  and  when  taken  cannot  bo  tamed ;  yfC 
sells  at  a  prodigious  price^  and  is  thought  a  fit  present  for  a 
sovereign  prince,  from  its  rarity  and  exquisite  beauty.*  Tilt 
other  creature,  found  in  no  other  country,  b  called  by  tht 
Dutch  the  Stinktmngseu,  or  Stinking-Badger.  This  is  of  tht 
size  of  an  oidinary  dog,  but  is  shaped  like  a  ferret.  When 
pursued  by  man  or  beast,  it  retreats  but  slowly,  and  when  its 
enemy  draws  near,  discharges  backwards  a  so'  intoleraU|y 
letid  wind,  that  dogs  tear  up  the  ground  and  hit^e  their  noses 
in  it,  to  avoid  the  smell.  When  killed,  it  stinks  so  abomina* 
biy  that  there  ii  no  approaching  the  carcass,  which  is  there- 
fore left  to  consume  where  it  falls. 

ft 

*  This  is  «  very  imperfect  account  of  the  Zebra,  which  exactly  resem-  - 
ties  the  888,  except  in  colour,  and  it  by  no  means  larger.   One  died  lately 
in  Edinburgh,  after  being  exhibited  as  a  show,  whioi  was  aa  qjulet  and 
gentle  as  any  lady's  donkey.— £. 
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It  b  fanpoMiblf  to  dcfcribt  aH  th«  erMturoi  llMt  are  Ntn' 
ia  th*  ?ait  fcmta  of  Afrlea,  as  tlM  inhabitants  ata  mm  ani- 
nudt  atarjyaartlMt  are  utterlj  unknown  to  tlMan.  ThcyaW 
lage  that,  in  the  middle  of  summer,  when  the  wild  animab 
«•  ahnoeC  raging  nftd  with  thirst,  they  resort  hi  vast  rnnlU- 
tndas  to  (he  rhvrs  named  Salt,  Elephants,  and  St  John'a 
rhwrs,  where  the  nalet  and  fismdes  or  different  spedcs  inteiw 
mixing  produce  strange  beasts  that  seem  to  be  new  speeies. 
TIm  Hottentots  in  the  sorriee  of  the  Company  frequently 
carry  th«  skins  of  these  monsters  to  the  go? emor ;  and  our 
author  aMures'us  that  he  saw  one  of  the  fdkming  descrhN 
tion,  that  had  been  killed  not  long  before.  It  was  about  the 
sise  of  a  calf  of  six  months  old,  ami  seemed  to  havu  had  fbnr 
eyes.  The  head  resembled  that  of  a  lion,  but  the  hair  was 
quite  smooth,  and  of  a  dark  grey  colour.  It  had  tasks  Hke  n 
boar.  The  fore-feet  resembled  those  of  Uiat  creature;  but* 
the  hind>foet  were  liketliose  of  a  tiger. 

The  birds  of  this  country  are  in  a  manner  inSnite  in  nam-' 
bers  and  sorts;  and  though  ther  have  not  been  observed 
often  to  intermingle  species,  yet  hybrids  are  sometimes  re>- 
marked  among  them.  The  largest  and  strongest  birds  are  to 
be  found  in  Africa,  among  which  is  the  ostrich,  the-  lamest 
of  ail,  beinff  commonly  seven  Jiset  high.  The  beakis  snort 
and  pointed  but  the  neck  is  very  long.  The- feathers  of  the 
male  are  white  and  black  only,  while  those  of  the  female  aro 
mixed  whiter  black,  and  ^7.'  Thoieof  the  ibmier  are  most 
esteemed,  as  their  large  feathers  are  better  mread,  and  their 
down  much  softer.  This  bird  is  prodigiously  swift  of  footy 
and  is  hunted  down  by  hounds.  Their  wings  do  not  serve 
titem  to  fly,  but  assist  them  in  running,  eqiecially  when  they 
hi^ve  the  wind  with  them.  The  common  <»>inion  of  their  be^ 
ing  able  %o  digest  iron  is  totally  false.  They  swallow  pieces 
oflron  indeeo,  but  then  it  is  only  to  bruise  the  food  in  their 
ginards,  just  as  vtiier  birds  swallow  stones  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. They  arc  also  said  to  leave  their  e^;s  uncovered  an 
lihe  sand,  and  to  take  no  care  of  their  young.  But  those  of 
Ad  Ckipe  country  hkle  their  eges  in  the  sand,  and  are  sotei^ 
der  of  their  young,  that,  thoo^  naturally  timorous,  if  oneoF 
liiem  is  missing,  niey  become  quite  furious,  so  that  it  is  not 
safe  to  go  near  them.  There  are  abundance  of  eagles  of  all 
sorts  at  the  Cape^  which  are  very  bold,  and  frequently  do  a 
great  deal  of  mischief.  They  are  not  very  large,  yet  are  in- 
credibly strong,  so  that  they  oAefi  kill  and  devour  cattle  when     .!^^ 
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rotaming  bom*  from  work,  whan  they  come  in  groat  flodii 
of  fifty  or  an  hundred  at  oikce,  tingle  oat  a  beaet  at  it  feede ' 
■mona  the  flo^,  and  (ailing  upon  it  all  at  onoei  kill  and  de* 
lOurtL 

-iieme  ymn  before  our  author  waa  at  the  CaM»  there  wae 
on  Table  Mountain  a  bird  aa  large  in  the  body  aa  m 
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hone,  having  grey  and  black  plumage.  Hit  beak  and  takme 
wefe  like  thme  or  an  eagk^  but  of  a  moit  dreadful  •u».   He 
eat  and  hovered  about  tiiat  mountain  for  a  kmg  time,  and ' 
the  people  were  persuaded  it  was  a  griffin.  It  frequent^  car- • 
lied  oseheep  and  calvee,  and  at  kmgth  began  to  destroy  the 
flows,  oo  which  orders  were  given  to  destroy  it,  and  it  waa 
•oeordingly  shot,  its  skin  stuffed,  and  sent  home  as  a  curio- 
sity to  the  Company.  No  such  bird  has  been  seen  since,  and 
the  bldest  people  of  the  colony  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  < 
of  anv  sucti  before.' 

Anica  has  been  long  famous  for  serpents^  and  therto  are' 
such  va«t  numbers  of  them  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  the 
Cape^  that  many  of  them  have  no  names.  Most  of  them  are' 
esxvnmdy  venomous,  and  the  cofonists  would  suffi»r  mnoli. 
more  th«i  they  do  from  them,  were  it  not  that  they  have  a 
speciiic  remedy  for  their  bites,  not  known  in  Europe*    This 
remedy  is  the  aerpent'ttotie,  lUbwed  to  be  factitious,  and  b 
brought  from  India,  where  ttwy  are  made  by  the  bramhia 
who  have  the  secret  of  composing  them,  which  they  so  care- 
fully conceal,  that  no  Europeans  nave  hitherto  beoi  able  to 
discover  how  thev  are  made.  The  serpent-stone  is  about  the 
siie  of  a  bean,  wnite  in  the  middle,  but  of  a  fine  sky-blue  on. 
the  outside.    When  a  person  is  bitten  by  a  serpent,  this 
stone  is  applied  to  the  wound,  to  which  it  soon  sticks  fast  oS- 
itself,  without  the  aid  of  any  bandage  or  phdster.    The  part 
bitten  b^ns  immediately  to  swell  and  becomes  inflamed* 
The  stone  also  swells  till  it  becomes  full  of  the  venom,  and 
then  drops  off.   It  is  then  put  into  warm  milk,  where  it  soon 

irarges  itself  from  the  venom,  and  resumes  its  natural  eo' 
our,  ailer  which  it  is  again,  applied  to  the  wound,  wliere  ife; 
stidis  as  before  till  a  second  titne  full,  and  so  on  till  all  tbi| 
venom  is  extracted  and  the  cure,  perfected.  >> 

All  the  mountains  of  this  vast  country  are  .full  of  minerals 
and  crystal,  with  many  tilings  of  great  valuey  if  they  could  be 

'  Tliis  was  probably  a  itray  Condor,  and  it*)  siio  an  ortTinary  ezaonris* 
tion,  in  the  passage  of  the  story,  like  that  of  the  three  black  crowt.-~E. 
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Dot  At ;  but  th«  natlv«  an  to  fearful  of  being  made  slaTM  In 
Uio  mines,  that  thegr  take  all  ioiaginabie  pains  to  conoeal 
them.  There  is  particularly  a  mountaint  about  500  leaguea 
from  the  Capek  called  Citimer-wmmtaim,  which  is  suf^posed  to 
eontain  great  quantities  or  metals.  Large  quai\titlee  of  cop- 
per have  been  found  here,  which  is  said  to  contain  a  mixture 
of  gold.  Some  Europeans  endeaToured  to  folbw  the  natives^ 
who  wiere  suspected  of  going  to  that  'mountain  to  gather 

£)ld,  bat  were  all  massacred,  llie  Company  is  so  twraer  df 
e  colonists,  and  so  unwilling  to  risk  a  revolt,  that  they  h«Te 
even  neglected  a  gokl-mine  much^nearer  the  Cape^  the  mar- 
casitcs  of  which  gave  great  hopes  of  its  containing  abondanco 
of  (Ojold.  Perhaps  the  Company  mav  have  anotlier  reason  for 
acting  in  this  manner,  lest,  if  a  goul-mine  was  discovered  at 
the  Cape^  it  might  tempt  the  French  or  EngUsh  to  under- 
take somethingto  their  prejudice.  Under  ks  present  ma>* 
nagement,  the  Dutch  colony  at  the  Cape  b  a  general  advan- 
tage to  other  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  Dutch.  A  few  yeara 
affo  a  cavern  was  discovered  in  a  mountain  very  near  C' >*td- 
Town,  in  which  the  Hottentots  find  the  venom  m  which  they 
dip  their  poisoned  arrows.  There  have  likewise  been  found 
about  twenty  leagues  from  the  Cape,  some  hot  springs  im- 
pregnated with  steel,  which  have  been  found  to  cure  many 
diseases,  by  using  as  a  bath. 

Considerable  improvements  may  certainly  be  made  on  tbia 
colony,  for  the  advantage  both  of  the  inhabitants  and  the 
company,  which  latter  make  no  ffjreat  ^ins  by  this  establish- 
ment besides  the  convenience  it  mbrds  m  givinff  refreshmenta 
to  their  ships  goins  toand  returning  from  India.  The  Com- 
pany would  be  glad  of  any  means  that  might  increase  the  va- 
lue of  the  settlement,  consistent  with  their  maxims  of  govern- 
ment, and  with  that  indulgence  they  find  it  necessary  to 
shew  the  Hottentots,  who  are  perhaps  more  tenacious  of  their 
liberty  than  any  pec^le  on  earth,  and  the  most  desperate  in 
resenting  any  attempts  to  its  prejudice. 
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SccnoM  XVIL 


S  I 

Forage  Jrom  the  One  of  Good  Hope  to  H<Mand,  with  tome 
Account  of  St  MeUtta,  the  I$land  tf  Aucimoh,  and  the 
■■  jtcorta, 

TowAUDS  the  end  of  March,  1788,  the  ship  bebg  r»* 
Tictoallod,  they  sailed  from  Table-bay  with  a  brisk  wind  at 
S.E.  t)M  fleet  homewards  boimd  consisting  of  twenty<4hree 
■ail,  mostlv  belonging  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Company. 
In  aboirt  thrse  weeks  they  reached  the  island  of  St  Helena, 
which  is  in  the  latitude  of  l&*  W  8.  [lat.  16*  &  kng.  5*  3f/ 
W.]  This  ishmd  is  about  seven  l«EU(ttea  in  circun^renoe^ 
and  is  entir^  composed  of  rocky  hilu,  which  may  be  seen 
in  a  clear  day  irom  the  distance  of  forty  leagues.  It  is  sur^ 
prising  to  see  so  small  an  island  in  the  midst  of  die  ocean,  at 
so  great  a  distance  from  any  other  land,  being  550  leagues 
fipom  the  Cape,  500  leagues  from  Braxil,  and  S50  from  An« 
gosta,  which  is  the  nearest  land  s'  yet  the  sea  is  all  around  so 
▼enr  deepi  that  there  is  hardly  an  anchon^  to  be  found. 
Thu  island  was  first  discovered  by  the  Portuguese  on  which 
occasion  one  of  their  large  Indian  carracks  was  wreckedt 
from  the  remains  of  which  they  built  a  chapel,  long  since  de- 
cayed, but  which  still  dves  name  to  the  finest  VMlcy  in  the 
island.  Thev  planted  lemons,  oranges,  and  pom^ranates 
aU  ovo»  tiM  island,  and  left  here  hogs  and  goats,  together 
with  partridges,  pigeons,  and  peacocks,  for  the  convenioioe 
of  ships  tou<»if^  here.  At  one  time  a  hermit  chose  to  live 
here,  killing  the  goats  tor  the  sake  of  their  skins,  which  he 
sold  to  ships  that  stopped  here ;  bat  the  Portugusse  removed 
him,  as  they  did  afterwards  some  n^ro  daves  who  had  set* 
tied  in  the  mountains.  It  is  now  possessed  by  the  Engli^, 
who  have  so  good  a  fort  that  it  is  not  likely  any  other  nation 
should  be  able  to  drive  them  out.  The  valkes  are  exceedingly 
beautiful  and  fertile,  and  in  these  the  weather  is  sometimes 
ezceedinffly  hot ;  but  as  it  is  always  cool  on  the  mountains, 
the  inhabitants  can  never  be  in  want  of  a  place  of  refresh- 
ment. It  is  admirably  watered,  having  many  rivulets  run- 
ning 

*  Csleo  Negro,  in  lat.  16^  iff  S.  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  is  the  nearest 
part  of  the  continent,  an  J  is  probably  what  is  referred  to  in  the  text  under 
the  nsBie  of  Augusta.— £. 
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tdUg  iirom  the  t0|M  of  Che  Ifflb^into  the  loi,  t^fr  water  of  tbcie 
being  w>  clear  at  cryMat.  Tile  island  prodiicee  abuttdaince  of 
nURtard,  piBrtleT',  torreI»  creaKs,  and  other  licrba,  excellent 
i^nit  (he  tcnrrj.  It  has  alio  abundance  of  trees  fit^r 
ftiM,  bat  noM  that  can  serre  as  timber.  AH  sorts*of  reTresh^ 
mcfilts  are  to  be  had  In  {rfenty. 

Thmr  sailed  horn  hence  (br  the  isknd  of  JuernktH,  whidi 
lies  hi  lat  9*  N.  end  long.  U"  W  W.  about  800  leaoues  K. 
W.  iippm  Si'  Helena.  This  is  much  <^the  same  size,  but  the 
shore  is  eiKcessiTeljr  rocky,  and  the  whole  island  absohitely 
barren,  havintr  neither  trees  nor  gtuss,  and  the  entire  stu^ 
face  seems  as  it  were  rent  asunder,  whence  soine  hatexon- 
ceiTed,  and  not  without  great  show  of  reason,  that  it  had 
been  fermerly  a  vokano,  or  burning' ationtitain.  In  th^ 
iniddle  of  the  island  there  is  a  high  hill,  on  one  side  of  which 
water  has  l>een  found.  At  one  season  of  the  year,  the  wtiole 
surface  of  (he  island  ^s  oovered  with  sea>fowl.  What  chleAt 
induces  ships  to  put  into  the  only  harbour  of  the  island,  n 
the  great  plenty  of  excellent  turtle  to  be  found  here.  WheA 
these  animals  come  on  shore  in  the  night  to  lav  th^  eggs» 
the  sailors  turn  them  over  on  their  backs  till  thef  hare^*. 
sure  to  carry  them  on  board.  These  creatures  wiH  live  above 
8  moBfth  without  anv  kind  of  sustenance,  having  only  a  little 
salt  water  sprinkled  over  them  three  or  four  times  anday. 
The  sailors  never  weary  of  eating  them,  believing  that  they 
make  A  perfect  change  of  their  juices,  freeing  them  entirely 
firmn  the  scurvy  and  other  diseases  of  the  blood. 

As  this  island  is  a  veiy  miserable  place  to  Kve  in,  it  Is 
epmoKHi  to  leave  malefactors  here  when  they  do  not  incline 
to  put  them  to  death.  This  was  done  not  long  before  our 
autlkor  passed  this  way,  to  a  Dutch  book-keeper,  who  was 
convicted  of  sodomy ;  thongh  perhaps  this  may  be  consider.- 
ed  as  a  worse  punishment  even  than  death,  considering  the 
miseries  that  must  be  endured  in  the  hottest  climate  of  the 
world,  on  a  place  that  does  not  afford  even  the  (lightest  shel* 
ter.  After  leaving  this  island,  they  began  to  approach  the 
line,  which  they  crossed  without  feeling  any  excessive  heat, 
as  the  sun  was  then  towards  the  north,  and  they  had  the  be- 
nefit of  pretty  fresh  gales,  which  moderated  the  heat  ex- 
tremely. They  now  also  began  to  see  the  north-star  at. 
night,  which  they  had  not  done  for  a  year  and  a  hal^  and  it 
is  impossible  to  express  how  much  the  seamen  were  njoiced 
at  this  circumstance.-  .».'., 
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.  Commg  into  the  latitude  of  18*  N*  we  found  tbAfc  part  of  the 
sea  which  it  generally  lo  covered,  with  gram  that  it  looks  at  a 
distance  JiHe  a  meadow.  This  grass  has  a  yellowish  caaty  being 
liollow  within,  and  on  being  pressed  it  yields  a  clammy  vii>». 
cons  jnice.  In  some  years  none  of  this  grass  appears,  while 
in  other  years  it  is  found  in  prodigiousqaaptities.  Some  imr 
i^ne  that  it  comes  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  as  divers  re- 
port that  the  bottom  is  in  many  places  oovered  with  gMis  and 
iloiiiers.  Others  conceive  that  it  oopnes  finom'lJlte  oMat  of 
Africa:  Bat  our  author  disapproves  both  of  these  opinions, 
because,  if  it  came  from  the  l)ottom»  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  same  appearance  should  not  be  found  elsewhere ;  where* 
•Sy'  if  it  came  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  ought  to  be  found 
in  other  situations,  especially  near  that  coast  His.opinion^ 
therefore,  is,  that  it  comes  from  the  coast  of  America,  and 
particularly  from  the  Gulf  of  Bahama,  or  Mexico>  where  it 
4s  known  to  grow  in  great  abundance,  and  where,  when  it 
«omes  to  maturity,  it  breaks  ofl^  and  is  carried  away  by  the 
lennrents.* 

Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  account  for  the  motion 
and  course  6f  currents  in  the  ocean,  which,  in  some  places^ 
nm  for  six  months  in  one  direction,  and  six  in  onotlier,  while 
in  other  places  they  run  always  one  way.  There  are  instan^ 
ces  also  where  they  run  one  way  for  a  day  or  two  after  full 
moon,  and  then  run  stronaly  in  tlie  opposito  direction  till 
next  full  moon.  Seamen  also  observe,  that  in  places  where 
the  trade- winds  blow,  the  currents. are  generaliv  influenced 
by  them,  moving  the  same  wav  with  the  winds,  but  not  with 
equal  force  in  afl  places ;  neither  are  they  so  discernible  i^ 
the  wide  ocean,  but  chiefly  about  islands,  where  their  fleets 
are  more  or  less  felt  accordine  as  they  are  influenced  by 
being  more  or  less  in  the  way  of  the  trade-winds.  It  would 
be  m  great  service  to  navigation  if  sensible  men  would  take 
notice  of  these  currents,  and  enquire  into  the  reason  of  their 
-:  appearances.  In  old  books  of  voyages  we  find  many  more 
^>  wonders  than  in  those  of  later  date,  nc*  because  the  course  of 
nature  is  at  all  changed,  but  because  nature  was  not  then  so 
well  understood.  A  thousand  things  were  prodigious  a  cen- 
tury ago,  which  are  not  now  at  all  strange.   Thus  the  storms 

at 

*■  In  the  old  Portuguese  maps  and  voyages,  this  part  of  the  Atlantic  in 
called  Mar  de  Sargauo,  or  the  Sea  of  Cresses;  Sargasso  signifying  water- 
cressM,  irhich  these  weeds  whicb  spread  over  the  sea  neany  re^oible.— 
Marfit, 
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ik  <ii«  Ctipe  of  Good  Hc^  which  make  lo  grMit  a  %ire  in 
Uie  hiHtorics  of  the  Portniffaeie  diacorerica*  are  noiMcnoim 
to  hare  been  merdy  die  e&et  of  eiideavouring  to  do^le  that 
CapeatAwrongseaioniofuhe  jear.  . 
■ii  In  the  East  and  West  Indi(B%  tlie  natives  are  able  to  foiie* 
tell  huiYicahes  and  tornadoes,  not  from  any  supelior  slulV 
but  by  observing  certain  signs  which  usually  precede  .then. 
There  is  often  so  little  appknsht  connectioh  between  the  sua 
and  the  oven^  that  men  who  value  themselves  on  their  wis- 
dom are  apt  to  slight  such  warnings  as  impertinent  and  ab^ 
•ard«  Bat  they  had  better  enquire  diligently  into  fiK^ts^  and 
ndther  receive  nor  rt^eet  them  too  hastily.  In  the  present 
case,  it  is  a  clear  matter  of  fiwt  that  the  sea,  in  the  latitude  of 
18*  N.  between  Africa  and  America,  is  freqomtly  covtted 
with  weed*  to  a  great  extent,  and  there  it  good  reason  fyt 
enquiry  as  to  wImusc  these  weeds  come.  In  the  first  voyage 
mMe  by  the  fiunons  Columbus  for  the  discovery  of  the  new 
world,  he  met  with  this  ffrass  or  sea-weed  floating  cm  the 
sea,  without  which  he  coufcl  not  have  prevailed  on  his  sailors 
to  continue  the  voyage;  and  it  is  very  rematkaU^  that,  by 
pursttinc  his  course  Uirough  these  weeds,  he  arrived  in  the 
Oulf  of  Bahama,  the  place  whence  our  present  author  suppo- 
ses this  sea-grass  to  come.* . 

Gontinuiuff  their  course  to  the  north,  they  encountered 
hard  sales  of  wind,  by  which  thev  were  driven  into  lat  S7* 
N.  where  they  fell  in  with  two  islands,  which  proved  to  be 
Flora  and  Corns;*  and  as  their  fresh  provisions  were  now 
nearly  spent,  they  stopped  three  days  at  the  laroer  island  to 
procure  refreshments.  There  are  two  of  the  isEmds  named 
jticores  by  the  Spaniards,  which  signifies  the  i$i(mtb  ofhamku 
The  Dutch  call  them  Flannekche  akatdat,  or  FUmkkiiiaadtt 
because  Fayal  was  first  peopled  by  Flemings,  and  their  de« 
spendants  remain  in  the  idand  to  this  day,  and  are  easily  dis^ 
tinguished  from  the  other  inhabitants  by  their  shape  and 
air.  They  dwdl  upon  a  little  river  running  down  a  moun- 
tain, called  Ribera  dos  Fiatnems  by  the  Portuguese,  or  river 
of  the  Flemings. 

The  nine  islands  of  the  A9ores,  or  Wester  Iskuida^  are 
Tercera,  San  Michael,  Santa  Maria,  St  George  Gratigsa, 

Fio(», 

;  >  In  his  first  vorage,  Cdumbus  k^  tbs  piralkl  of  about  97"  N.  but 
WM  considerably  ranlier  south  in  his  subsequent  voyage.— £. 
♦  Florcs  is  in  lat.  SO"  iC,  Corvo  in  39°  Sir,  both  N. 
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FlocH  Fdtvatj  Corvo,  and  Fferes.  Tercfei^  i»the  ehicf  idind^ 
being  fimm  or  sixteen  leases  in  citcmtaference^  and  to 
high  and  iteep  ia^  many  place*  that  it  it-  altnost  impregni^Ie* 
and  they  have  built  forts  in  sticb  pkices  as  are  aceewt^ii 
The  ody  port  is  before  ^e  oi^tel,  aamfed  Jtmra,  and  jjl  it 
iaJa  the  form  oC  a  hal^moon,  it  ii  called  the  Ua^MoMqf 
Atmfti.  At  each  horn  of  this  hal^inobo  there  is  a  monntaint 
whieh  lire  called  the  Brinl^  which  pregect  ont  into  the  sei, 
appearing  firomadislaneeas  if  two  islands;  and  these  motta- 
talns  an»  so  h^  that  one  may  sec  at  any  tfane  tca:or  twehris 
iMUues  off)  and  fiftecik  in  clear  weethier.  Angra  has  a  fine 
«9aihedra),  and  is  the  residence  of  is  bishop*  and  of  a  governor 
and  eoundlf  whoseauthority  extends  over  all  the  nine  islands. 
Iliere  is  another  town  three  leagues  from  Angra»  ehHed 
Frkya«  or  the  town- of  the  shorb)  situated  on  a  shore  which 
cannot  be  approached  by  ships,  so  that  it  has  no  trade,  and 
Ae  town  seems  a  kind  of  desert,  though  well  buflt  and  waU- 

The  inhabitants  raiae  Miillcient  provisions  on  tl»  island  for 
alV  thei<  waikts,  being  pleasant  and  fertile^  and  all  cmrered 
with  edm-Adds;^  and  so  abonnds  with  flesh,  fish,  and  all 
soits.of  victuals,  that  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  scarcity, 
there  is  enough  for  all  the  inhabitants.  It  produces  wmm 
lilso,  but  very  small,  and  does  not  keep  well,  wherefore  the 
richer*  people  provide  themselves  from  Madeira  and  the  Ca- 
naries. They  s^ntoil,  salt,  lime,  and  potters  ware^  Whidi 
they  have  to  import  from  other  countries '  They  haveabund* 
attoe  of  peaches,  ap{>ies,  pears,  oranges,  and  lemons,  with  all 
aortstff  vegetiiblesiand  garden  stufik,  and  among  these  a  plant 
cidled  IfatMttti,  which  gtows  like  a  vine  stock,  but  the  leaves 
are  dl^Mnt.  These  produce  roots,  weighing  a  pound  more 
or  kst,  and  are  sopkntifutthat  they  arc  despised  by  the  rich» 
Ihoagh  of  a  sweet  pleasant  taste  and  very  nourishing.  There 
is  another  root  in  this  country  as  larffc  as  a  man's  two  fists» 
covered- oifer  with  filaments  of  a  golden  ydlow  colour,  and 
as  smooth  as  silk.  The  inhabitants  stufi*  beds  with  this  in- 
stead of  feathers,  but  skilful  workmen  could  certainly  manu- 
focture  it  into  fine  stuift. 

There  are  but  few  birds,  except  canaries,  quails,  ordinary 
pitfultry,  and  turkies,  which  are  numerous.,  Several  parts  of 
this  island  are  very  hilly,  and  foil  of  thick  and  almost  imper- 
vious wpods;  and  travelling  is  rendered  very  difficult,  as  you 
uflen  find  rocks  9  league  in  length,  so  rugged  and  sharp  that 
^  .a;*^'^- '-•-'"•■.•  :-''"-''i'-  ^■-:''  ''■  ■  '■'-■—  •4'^^  n^^*  ■  they 
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Ikef  cut  tlid  aboM  tt  etoi^  «te|>t  >efc  these  rookf  «re,;tbIfnH 
of  fihe»  tlist  Uity  we  notM  ibe  leen  in  Miroulerf  being  ntmri^ 
eA  over  ibytlie  Tite  leatM. :  TheM  vkaH  spv^  thejr  jna|| 
amoog  liie.erannies.liBd/cBevicei  of  tbe  radu^(  vhidh  lireiib 
smaU  and  devoid  of  w>Ui  that  it  is  ivbodmrfi^liov  th^  sbmdd 
findiiHity  nottrnbnilBnt }  'jetfif  :|^antad>i»4h4goQd'iQil  af(tlif 
conntry,  the  vines  will  not  girow.  The  corn,  am  fhut^ofrtfiiis 
iHmd  will  not  keep  akwe  at^ear ;  Jbd  ttidesa  iheioairii  is 
bnriedt  under  ^roiiiid^  it  A[>oils  iai  four  imonths.  OB-tbri  as* 
county  every  inhabitants  has  a:  pit  wiihont  the  toiR<n»  the 
mouth  of  wbioh  is  mandtjiiit  JargeiCDough  to  odn^itaman* 
which  is  <»vered  byi  a  flat^atoiie  aad-^seoured  by.)A>loeli:; 
Someof  these  pits  are  so  iai)g»  as  to.^uofnpati  tiios^ ^e^ 
lasts  of  corn,  the  last  cbntainirtg  -l-Oft  ibttihcls  Amsterdam 
measure,  and  each  bushel  wcighiitg'fDEtjjr'pQundfoe  morob 
They  put. their  c6rn  into  these  pits  in'  Jnlyi  and  ooter  the 
stone  .with  earth  to  exclude  tbe  nir*  and  lake  it  out  at  Ghristf 
inaSf  or  considerably  later,  finding  it  then  as  good  as  ndten 
put  in.  The  oxen  ia  Tercera  are  the  largest  and  finest  thfd: 
can  be,  equal  to  any  in  Europe,  and  hal^e  prodigiously  wide 
horns.  Everyone  has  his  name,  like  dnr.  dog^,  and  thfl^ 
ace  so  ifamiiiar,  that  whep  (he  master  oallU  ^one  of  theni'  by 
his  nam<^  though  among  a  thousand  others,  her  willpresently 
come  to  bini.  /  i  •;'       ;  i^ 

■  One  would  think  the  ground  of  this  island  were  hdlow,  as 
the  rocks  sound  like  vaults  when  walked  on :  imd  indeed  th0 
thing  is  not  at  all  improbable,  as  the  island  is  much  suybject 
to  earthquakes.  In  many  places  of  the  island  of  San  Michael 
there  are  holea  and  oracK^  out  of  which  thfere  comes  a  ereat 
smoke,  and  the  ground  seems  as  if  burnt  all  around.  This 
is  not  uncommon  also  in  all  the  islands*  aa  tlie^  all  have  sul- 
phur mountains.  There  are  also  fountains ><^  water  so  hot 
aa  ltd  boil  e|^  Three  leagues  from  Angra  there  is  a  petrify- 
ing spring,  which  changes  wood  into  stone ;  and  there  was . 
formerly  a  tree  having  some  of  its  roots  in  that  water,  which 
were  stony  and  as  hard  as  flint.  This  island  produties  ex- 
cellent timber,  especially  cedar,  which  is  so  common  that 
their  carts  and  waggons  are  made  of  it,  and  it  is  even  used 
as  fuel.  The  island  of  Pieot  twelve  leagues  from  Tcroem* 
has  a  sort  of  wood  ttUed  teixo,  as  hard  as  iron,  and  of  a 
shining  red  colour  when  wrought.  It  becomes  always  better  ,^ 
and  finer  as  it  grows  older;  tor  which  reason  no  person  is^  ' 
allowed  to  cut  any  of  these  trees,  unless  for  the  king's  use> 

and 
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kndviqr  vfarlM  er«  wj^^dUL  onfo^iVom  the  royal  oaMli.v  TiM 
cMrf  ttMh  bf  ^flMtm  comiitt  1b  friaad,  nTwhieb  ditv  halre 

Cat  qwHiUliei.  Tlw  flaati  of  Spain  and  Portngit^  •  Bjpttid 
Ithefiait'liidioi,  Braiy,  Capa  Vevd,  Ooinca,  aad^ihar 
oAwlffia^  tuoafly'OMda  hara  Ibr  fftfrnhmanttb  to  tlNf  gnat 
■ioll  of  thbaBdihaiOtlMr  iilwtiM*  ibe  inbabitaata  N)lte|  to 
chilil'tlMir'varioBaartiiilaaafcMiod'iMkaa.  '      '-^'l-  .-".'^m:'-. 

31oMaii4or«ab  JTMailJt  foi«ilir  a^ 
of TWww^  andHabooC  t«iMly<IaagM*4ii  lai 
sawral tOMmtlttid vfllagca.  ThoWpitSofthit Mnidis l^ii 
dd  Gmbh  arhicb  drivea  a  eamklawblatnide  in  ivofftf,  Mlit  to 
Tercera,.  oMdiiouig  about  SOOiOOO  quintals  *  every  yaar; 
Tbiiiaianaalioprwliioeanidi  wnndanceofcora,  tnatj^ll 
tianqporlad  to  ttie  other  ialfliidatr  but  it  bat  no  barbounror 
vhan  to<flgvaiheIfier  to  ship*. 

SatUnlianth  twehe  leagues  S.  of  San  Mi<diad|  isten"^ 
tirdvo  leagues  in  drconleffenoe^  Itaonfy  trade  being  in  earth- 
aKisrare^  with  whidi  the  inhabitants  supply  the  other  idands; 
It  also  prodocca  plenty  of  all  manner  of  provisions -Ibr  its 
own  inhabitants.  The  isknd  of  Gratiota,  sevao  Or  ^ight 
kagues  N.Np  W.  of  Tercerat  is  only  about  five  of  tin  leaguca 
ill  drcumferentoe*  but  abounds  in  provisions  of  all  sorts.  St 
Otorge^  ^ebhtor  nine  leagues  N.W.  of  Tercera,  is  twelve 
leagues  in  wngth  by  two  or  three  in  breadth.  This  is  a  wild 
mooataiaons  ednntry,  f)roducinff  very  little  woad.  The  in- 
Itabitants  subsist  by  cnltivadng  the  ground  and  keeping  cat- 
tle, and  eiqwrt  coinsiderable  quantnies  of  cedar  to  Tercera. 
F^fa^  seven  Gt^nnan  leagues  S.8.  W.  of  St  George,,  is  ieven- 
tatB  or  eighteen  Jaagues  m  drcuroference,  and  is  the  bast  of 
the  A90rci,  after  Taroera  and  San  Michael,  lliu  idaod  has 
plmty  of  woad^  with  abundance  <^  fish,  cattle^  and  other 
cominoditicf^  which  are  exported  to  Tercera  and  the  oth^ 
islaudc  <  lt»  chief  town  is  called  FUla  Dwta,  Most  of  the 
inhalntaats  of  this  island  are  descended  from  FleminffSk  but 
liow  speak  the  Portoauese  language;  yet  they  c^ntnme  to 
love  the  Flemings  and  use  all  strangers  kindly. 

Three  leagues  &£.  of  Fayal  is  the  island  of  PieOi  sOciill- 
ed  from  ajpeaked  mountain,  which  some  believe  to  be  higher 
than  \  the  Peak  of  Teneriffe.  The  inhabitants  cultivate  the 
soHi  and  have  plenty  of  cattle  and  otHip  provisions,  growing 
■;:*',;:..  :    .     -   ahO 

s  This  is  perfasps  an  error  for  9000,  as  tli(f  larger  qostatity  woaiH 
MMNut  to  lO/XX)  tons.— E. 
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alfo  batter  wine  then  in  any  other  itbnd  of  the  A9oras.  Thia 
iaiand  ia  about  fifteen  leaouea  in  drcamferanoe.  Seventy 
leagoei  W,VM.  from  Tmra  ia  the  idand  of  IloHh>  Hok 
to  the  N^flf  it  liea  GeKOOy  the  former  about  aevoH  and  dm 
latter  not  allDve  two  or  three  lewnes  in  drcumfcwnie.  llMy 
Itioilkmmdttce  woady  etpedaUy.  rbre%  which  al»  abonadaitt 
junmmmi,  .The  winda  at  Idl  theie  islanda  aM  in  MroUg^  and 
the  df  lo  piercing,  especially  at  Teiieera»  th^kt  thaj^  in  &ihort 
time  ipal  and  consome  die  atones  of  the  hoMeiy  and  even 
iron.^  They  hare  a  kind  of  stone,  howeveri  that  is  found 
wilbhk  high-water  mark,  which  reaista  the  air  beUer.than  the 
other  som,  and  of  which  the  (raprta  of.  their  houses  are  ge<t 
neralfy built.    ..  ■  •  ,  . -,-    "v'^^/rv-"'  /• 

Leaving  the'A90M^  and  catling  into  SpanisW  8e%  oe 
mo«th;of  the  bay  of  Biscay,  me  wisather  pvovad  ao  bad  that 
tke  Aioiee'M^  kwt  her  rudder,,  which  obliged  her  to  flo 
through  the  Channel  in  order  to  purchase  a  ne«^  one  on  the 
coast  of  England.  The  French,  Danish,  and  other  ships, 
generally  go  thait  way;  but  the  Dutch  ^ipe  generally  (to 
round  Irelattd  and  nor^  about,  firom  an  idei^  i^hey  ahowd 
happen  to  meet  with  stonny  weather  iu  thir  chaniiel,  so  aid 
to  M  obliged  to  go  into  an  English  port^  tiiat  this  mi^t  oc- 
casion several  inconveniences.  Such  ships,  however,  aa  have 
sustained  any  damage  at  sea,  are  permitted  to  take  Uieir  way 
diroi^h  th^  chann^  The  rest  of  the  Dutch  fleet  folkiwed  the 
north-about  course;  and  after  throe  weeks,  duriuff  which 
they  were  involved  in  perpetual  mista  and  fogs,  they  had 
Bi||ht  at  length  of  the  Orkney  islands,  iHiere  some  Dutch 
ships  were  still  engaged  in  the  herring  fishery.  In  the  lati- 
tude of  60*  N.  they  met  some  ships  of  war  that  waited  foir 
them,  and  ocmvoyed  them  to  the  coast  of  Holland,  where  alt 
the  ships  got  into  their  destined  {wrts  in  safety.  Those  on 
board  of  which  were  our  aiMhoiv  and  the  other  prisoners, 
came  into  the  Tezel  on  the  1 1th  (^  July,  1728  {  sad  arrived 
five  days  afterwards  at  Amsterdam,  the  very  same  day  two 
ye^  after  sailing  on  their  voyage. 

The 


*  This  efict  on  the  iron  it  obviomly  occsuoaed  byths  mariaticadd  in 
the  laispny;  and  were  it  not  that  the  author  cipnNilv  m^  Any  have 
no  Um^  one  would  be  i^pt  to  believe  that  the  stones  ao  aliMed  wcvs  lin>e> 
rtpne.  There  aie,  however,  aoBM  dlidoos  laml-etoaei^  in  which  the  «nt, 
or  partides  of  sand,  are  cemented  together  by  a  calcareous  iofltraSon, 
which  nay  be  the  case  in  dine  islands.— E. 


..ilWpiryJWP'. ^' 


tQ9  ICif^  CinwrnunigaHotih       Hw  tu  somb  m 


TlitWM^Iiidift  Company  i«iM4lattlf^ommte«id  whm 

ipM  «3i  «k»  pt««oi»  cngHMd  te  ihalr'itrvliit  fci^  t^)'*!*!"! 
'maktm^  te  4iblalta  iMlUMcikki.iur  iIm'  Uikirv  'Uiil  iilBiriM 
taM  ilMm  tl  Biittis.  AAtr  i  loi^i  IUIkkmni,  Ilia  win* 
Oanaul  dtai^wA  ib«i  Uia  iEa»t4mil«  Ooiiiyany<h«ili*ftB» 
Btali  Uia  WaiMlidlft  OoMpany  i»(tli  two  aMrib|M|  «iBi^ 
^lalaly  ittad-  Ibratft  In  ^vary  fMpeol»  batlvr  tkm  imia  #lilib 
AiMI  ba#ii  aonllMMad  by  tkair  oMaar*  la  Indk^  and  iboiM 
ngrllMAiNffUiiadrUwlraai^goai.  Aka^  tkat  tka  iM-Iiidk 
Company  ilioukl  nay  the  wogti  of  tha  orawi  of  bothiMM 
up  Ui  ^a  day  «f  thoir  lamlim;  in  Holland :  TogMbar  i4tb 
IM  aattra  coiteoll  iiiiti  beaiaai  a  ooniidorabia  •waik^mtf 
UiKkk\m  apnnUhnicnt  Hot  having  abuaod  thair  autholky  lo 


V  f  Htrrin  hm  fiwa  aitiMitsf.thtolawfMlt  tt  •eaifllmiilh,  kut  It  iNdaal 
•MP  vmvimf  %>jrivfi«iijr  nar«  thm  UmiwiIIi  m  quit*  iu!Mtt(fm(ia|  •! 
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HfNTMPtMVliO  fNI  in0Wb%  W*  HtlmMl  AlOtOI  iA1IN>«^  W 
FMVACaB. 

nEMQVOHtff  «!(Nii<dMPiibl«M|tli;  tlwiJiuMtiBa*fr  Ab 
qfmmnA  iumlM  ^<««t  of  oI)mI»imi4  inrlMw^  finMMiHIi 


mmay  mi9mk9Hi9limihtiimaa^moS»im  of  tUt  ct»Uattioii4 
IndMPi  (0  iMMiiitMdiaBod'AU  Uw^flngrinriRgiflf'iplammd 
vJ«wib  BMMMi|!  for  thft  illiMtMtifllM.«fithii  Midjonjr^iMtf 
VQ)itgai  ami  iMttbi  wo«U  bav*  bMn!>utt«!lx  lildMajpfliblt 
wItbllM mtttro(«ndiOiraiMniUiMi»«f  Ihlf  wovkt  4t lotaf 
kiH  Umh  ft  cootpltttiAUi*  «nd  ^nlitiBilffpuiM  c(Mlmimi& 
gioWioilbl  liftVe  i«Aoed>  afelMaMM  'by  ft«  «no«inoi^  tixpmtcc^ 
Mud  ftfr  ftb*  iNia  tbn*  ioiidaiiMibie  inkv  otitovo  vobunM^  it 
hu  thtrdbre  biin  iiidiipeMtbi|r  te^iUaktff  m  «U  mMmoq*^ 
tQ  iQObfliM  our  jUustafttioui  aimailkiad  toiia^finr  jrtcbiOMi 


lar  And  important  plaoM.  Mmknimtt>fM4en,>ikiuiw»»t  aa 
saqHure  asore  complate  iUiistnitiintiflf  gac^grapbir*  ftopoftft" 
pb]%  and  bydro({raphv,  siMifrbovttfaaoarM  to,Aliawa^»  SUpn 
^na%.Md<coail!ing'|alala» '.'u  r,tat  t'^u-. >  :>.,■'  ^  j  L>rh 
uTbia  iilarvaliya  wai  oiMoifiBny  biiblhbed  aodar  tha  oama 
of: Blohard  Waltar,  ichapUun  to ».  JH^S.Cttitiirioniiolbia 
anadilioMtdadioatMl  bjhim  toJobn  Xkikcof  BedA>i4*  and 
Mid  to  baya  baan'  compiled  by  ibat!  gantteman  from  pf pan 
and  matarlali  fiifoiibed  for  tbo  purilosa  l^i  Cwmmmta 

n>Aa;tba  vk^t  of  tbk  expaditiom  wba>of  all  aKtaniiMipolk 

'  Voj«|e,  &c.  by  George  Anion,  £fq.  afterwardi  Loi3  Ansoa )  com* 
H.'|I.1l,t:r^n(ui«ln  til  nat  expetlHioil— ^<<AlA  c<fi/l»a»  4to,  VadA,  iTfO. 
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tical  natnra^  intiaded  to  hiunbl*  the  powfr  of  fi^n,  in  her 
most  veluable  yet  moit  mfaienble  POUMiionii  by  injuring 
and  hUeraeptiiui  the  greet  loaroe  ot  her  pnbUe  treeMurc^  n 
has  been  thoumt  pro|ier.  on  the  pmnt  occarion,  to  gfani  a 
traiMeript  of  toe  roflecttoHe  iiadA  tipoh  the  policy  and  espe- 
dienoe  M  thb  important  voyage,  very  lOon  after  it*  oottiple- 
tioni  hg^  Dr  John  Hufkp  t^  wav  of  IiUrdtktelim  to  hiiT 
abridged  aoooont  df  lltfl  eirtaauMvtoaCion^  in  his  Collection 
of  Voyagas  and  "TniTel^.  voL  L  p.  8S7. 


.iiiM 


-u*: 


i^.-m 


It  ia  a  cMqg  that  haa  been  gsneralKr  talten  AnH  ^gimufi^ 
ifane  Spain 'hai  been  po«e«ed  of  her  Anerioan  dow- 
!■  and  haa  Made  nteior  the  richea  derived  iMm  thete  to 


nioiiiii^ 

diatttili  the  peace  and  Invade  the  libertiea  of  her  neighbottrk' 
that  die  beat  way  to  reduce  her  atrength^  and  to>^revetir  tfi4 
bad  eflbou  of  bar  evil  intentiona,  would  be  to  atudi  hitr'iti 
the  South  SeiM.'lliia  waapnrawkiwitir  great  dlligciMM^  tfnd 
iniaooie  mtoanre  with  euedeair  Jn  the  rtign  of  Qtfeen  EKza-t 
hub,  ^  'haa  been  iltoady  ahewn  in  thedroMMavfgafoiy 
vbvigte  of  Drake  andi€!aaidiBhi>  ahnoat  loMy  deviated 'to  Aair 
obje^}  In  Awt  of  hk  aneoaaaor,  when  a  new  ouarrel  br^e' 
out  wiui^that  crown,  in  the  year  16S4,  the  firat  thing  thoU|riht 
of  br  our  patriots,  who  weri  equally  willing  to  humfade  we 
kiojps  enemies  and  to  save  the  money  of  the  natfo%  iMm  an 
expediciMi  to  the  South  Seas,  to  be  carried  on  at  the  ex- 
penoe  of,  and  Ibr  the  benefit  of  the  pec^Ie  $  which  sdienie 
waa  eniided  The  Wnt'lndiu; Jttomtim^  mrlj 

^Itmay  be  tliought  I  look  a  great  wi^  iMck  wlien  loflhrto 
the  view  of  the  reader  the  reeaons  which  were  then  suggeMcd 
in  parliament  ia  support  of  that  scheme.  But  whoever  con- 
aidnm  tibat  it  ia  not  Oiriy  the  most  effectual,  but  the  aaftat 
■Mti^odr  to  ioatruct  the  preaent  age  from  the  sentimenta  of 
the  krt,  will  readily  enter  into  tlie  reeaons  which  induce  me^ 
opoii'thie  occasion,  to  produce  the  ^>eech  of  an  eminent  pa- 
trio^  in  wldch'  the  niMure  and  scope  of  that  Jnoeit^on,  as 
well  aathe  motivea  on  which  it  is  grounded,  are  very  fiiUy 
and  pethetically  set  forth;  and  this  in  such  terms^  as,  if  Uie 
roadev  were  not  tdd.  that  this  was  a  speech  to  Sir  Dudlsy 
Di|up>,  then  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  houses  by 
SirBenjamin  Rudyacd,  he  might  mistake  it'iinr  a  ^leech 
made  cmly  a  few  years  since,  so  agreeable  is  it,  in  language 
and  sentiments,  even  to  our  present  oc.ciy|fl|ii. 

<'  &R,— I  do  profess  tliat  as  myii&ctittpi^  niy  reaion,  and 
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^iopMitiooi  to  i|MUl'good  pirt  ofnjftvtdM  whtn  it'Cinikt 


mpoondtd  in  pariinnait  a  d«(gn  moct  fSaper  Ibr4l^ 
Mtf  nov move  invipMnt witk adfintifii to h, ivbtdMrwe 
eolMlllttlie  MMirtof  oarrilMtlaaoi^  tlwqiiV^oroinr 
munft  fercMk  At  w»  are  mi  iilnid»  it  ooaofhii  onr  irelT 
baing  to  ham  Mom  of  fM|M  to  dcAnd  in,  flBd<  ahd  our  ww* 
bdng  by  tbcir  tmde  to  anrkh  m.  Thb  AMbeiationiir  the 
W«t  Indict,  iriMU  it  dmn  be  ragnlirted  efad  aitabliibed  by 
act  ofpetfiamwit,-  and  thteebjr  flecnred  fion  the  violenct  and 
injury  of  any  intruding  handb  wW  oertaiidy  give  manj^  men 
encioanigeBeni  and  ISMifldence  volnntarify  to  biing'iB  hroe 
and  libehd  oontribationfc  tannurdt  M  noble  and  to  |Xdhrfwe 
an  entorpriaei  lodkati  in  vhoiti  wopheH  toe  many  new lUne 
bnilty  many  brave  men  employed,  and*  enabled  to  aet  for  the 
eehriJoe  of  their  eonbtiy.  Mooe  of  this  money  ihall  be  car- 
ried out  of  the  Idngdom,  but  laid  out  in  ihipping,  vrhleh  ia 
tlie  defence  of  it,  and  bcetowed  upon  our  own  me%  wiio ' 
must  lie  fed  and  maintained  thoiq|h  they  stay  at  liome.  For 
dti%  we  shall  rtep  the  fruit  of  whatloever  benefit  plantation, 
traA^  or  purchaae  can  procure  to,  betidei  honour  and  »» 
earit;^    .  . 

**  NOW,  let  us  a  little  coniider  the  enemv  we  liave  to  en- 
counter, the  khig  of  l^in.  Thmr  are  not  hit  great  territo- 
rieewhidi  make  him  lo  powerful  and  to  tronUcMme  toall 
Christendom.  For  it  is  very  well  known  that  Spain  itself  b 
but  weak  in  men,  and  barren  of  natural  commo«titie%  and  as 
ior  his  other  territories,  they  Ue  dirided  and  asonder,  whidi 
is  a  wealtness  in  itielf.  Besidci,  they  are  held  by  forc^  and 
maintained  at  an  extraordinarv  charae;  insoainch,  as  al- 
though he  be  a  great  king,  yet  he  is  like  that  giant  whof  was 
taid  to  have  an  Hundred  nands,  but  had  fifty  beUies  to  feed, 
so  that,  rateably,  he  had  no  more  liands  than  another  roan. 
No^  sir,  they  are  his  mines  in  the  West  Indies  which  arini^ 
ster  iuel  to  leed  his  ambitious  desire  of  universal  monardiy. 
It  ift  the  moni^  he  hath  from  thence  which  makes  liini  able 
to  levy  and  pay  soldiers  in  all  places,  and  to  keep  an  army 
on  foot  ready  to  invade  and  endanger  his  neighbours,  so  tltot 
we  have  no  other  way  but  to  endeavour  to  cut  him  off  at  Ac 
roo^  and  seek  to  impeach  or  to  suppluit  him  in  the  Wast 
Indies }  by  part  of  which  course  that  famous  qweB^  of 'glo- 
rious memory,  had  heretofore  almort  brought  hink  to  his 
knees.    And  thie  our  undertaking^  if  it  pleoKt  God  to  Mess 
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kt  iDMt  Mcdt  aflfeot  ^  tMiitr  iibd  quioktis  the  i*bi 

Um  kiqgdoiii  hting  fttilMif  «ni  cononrriiig  <■  •  ^ 

nippljr  to  ihb  acUagi^  to  UmH  Iwirii^ll  hare  ao  fr<'«  tJmt'gliMl 

4*  Hpnkmtn  iha  will  be  a  mmim  Mt  only  to  m^  bi 


All  hb  m^mtft  caffin»  .«MbliBff  the  peipb  to  givette  lU 
berally and  aftok  ThaUii|fs  Ibipe  wiU  hive  Uufo  to  dobol 
to  mard  tbacoaito  {  fcl>th»e«a*war  will  W«biaigr(  awda  at 
lli»elMi)ge  of  the  eobjMti.  Tlda  i  doubiaal  but  that,  .ioa 
e^tt4laM,  both  kiag  and  peofda  ■belliba  idfii  at  homer  Md 
kmtd  abroad.  Ta*  lOondndef  lahiiU  baiMfy  gfaid  to  bear 
any  mfui  nieka  ol^Mtbn  apinet  thii  deelgn*  lo  that  ba  du 
in  wkb  apiintcatioa  lo  rdfine  and  pevfcit  the  work  f  bn*  if 
•ay  tboUtiMRk  acumt  at  widi  a  a^ind  to  hinder  an  \  dt»>  mf 
k,  1  maet  entreat  him  la  pardon  ale,  if  1  db  ecarce  th'r '.  r  a 
to  be  a  good  EngUthaian. 

*»Thal  ikrcgeot  of  the .  Wett  Indhi  Anociation  had  tha 
Muna  iaie  wMb  inteti  other  bold  and  hanfit  projccu  in  that 
nhm,,  which  wof,  after  being  talked  efa  little,  it  rank  into 
abHvion.  Our  noct  cBlArence  with  Bf^un  was  under  tba 
peotactorate  of  CroroweU,  who  encoaraired  Father  0«;^ilil 
pablidi  hie  account  of  tho  Spanish  We«t  Indies,  which  Mittk* 
cd  the  foundation  of  his  attempt  upon  Hispaniola,  and  ooih 
quest  of  Jataiaica ;  but  I  do  ilot  know  of  any  design  fwmed 
by  hka  to  attack  the  %>aniards  in  the  South  Seas.  Aftes 
the  Restoration  we  were  upon  good  terms  with  Spain,  aa 
ecrtainly  wa»  our  interest.  Yet  Charles  II.  did  not  dbeo« 
hittly  nfwiea  this  uav^pitlon,  but  sent  Sir  John  filarborougfat 
one  of  tbe  bast  seamen  this  nation  ever  brad^  in  the  Swc«»* 
stakes,  in  tha  latter  end  of  the  year  1669,  by  way  aC  tna 
Straits  of  Magellan,  into  the  South  Seas^  To  soj  thaAnitfa* 
oat  jprivateers,  wader  the  command  of  Capti4BS  Sharps  Da* 
viib  Swan,  ftc.  were  cootiniiaUy  in  these  seas,  during  all  that 
reign  and  the  next ;  lo  that,  in  those  days,  our  seamen  were 
no  strangers  to  any  of  the  passages  into  the  Soath  Seas; 
andy  as  tha  reader  may  have  already  ^-ler  -ed,  from  the  vov" 
age  of  Captain  Cowley,  it  w^  then  uo  ma^v.f'i  thina  6>^  tf «» 
traders  of  J-iondou  to  fit  out  slUps  f  i  ;*•<.  ■  ts,  out  l>k> 
thev  with  a  view  to  traffic  or  priwuc^riiiA  m  a  point  not 
easy  to'determino  at  this  distance  of  time.^  Sut  whatever  tha 
purpose  they  wore  sent  upon,  thither  they  went,  and  no 
eonndaints  were  ever  heard  of  with  respect  to  e:|Ltraordinary 
hardsbips  in  the  voyage,  which  is  sufficient  to  shew  bow 
mneh  depends  upon  keeping  all  branches  of  navigation  opeOf 
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I  *«  Aftar  tbo  Re  'tlttlon,  ^^v  ''f«l  ptop<Mali  wnt  — il>  ifif«. 
lllMip  totba  MtabiiilniMnt  dfa  coMiwre*  in  the  8ottth  flbi, 
wbiok  «>«r«  tfUahrad  wHh  ASprabMiMi ;  mmj  't  h  ««rt«li»tlMK 
Mm  WIBIui  gM«  Inilrtcibns  (o  Admiral  Btt^htm,  wImi 
W  «i>l  oat  laat  to  Iha  Wcat  Iddtaa,  to  aiqtiia  how  htmif 
«r  AaM  pn|)actt  nara  fiMuible.  After  tha  braking;  oM  of 
tte  lait  gcnaral  wav^  all  the  world  eapccted  that  the  €m 
llltag  the  maritiine  pewere  wonld  have  done*  #<eaM  hate 
ban  MQdiBg  a  aqoadron  to  theie  aiaii  either  for  ibe  ierviee 
of  the  prince  whom  they  owned  as  king  of  Spain,  oriMr  their 
owtt  adyantaM  The  peopto  of  thb  nation.  In  pmienlaf^ 
warn  ao  dcairaua  of  leoing  the  war  carried  oit  tbit  wajr,  aaid 
on  thfe  aldeh  that^'  to  gke  them  hopeii  and  to  tbew,  at  the 
■ame  tlotet  that  the  legMletnre  apprar^  tfceir  aeiitimenta»  a 
bill  waa  brought  in  and  paned,  in  the  Houie  of  Ix>ind«»  for 
the  better  carrfinff  on  the  war  in  the  Weit  Ir^^ie*,  which 
was  lost,  however,  by  a  kind  of  ministerial  craft,  ia  the  HoiMe 
of  Commons ;  and  soon  after,  lor  reasoni  wfakh  havo  never 
yet  beeu  explained  to  the  publfo,  Ml  desione  «f  this  nettlre 
were  hdd  aside.  The  only  expedition  of  this  natu  re,  daring 
Ae  whole  war,  was  that  or  the  Duke  afld  Dochesk,  jnder  the 
eommand  of  Captain  Woods  iloiers»  afa«ady  related,  which 
was  fitted  out  at  the  expenoe  of  ::jme  pArtktt  merchants  of 
Bristol.  On  the  change  of  ni{nisti|y,  M  erodigtoas  ckmumr 
waa  raised  on  this  head,  and  all  oft  iddden  a  reiotdtiba  wai 
liiken  to  secure  alt  the  advanti^  that  leould  be  wished  (due 
cethis  nation  from  the  trade  of  the  Soath  Seas,  which  eridedt 
however,  only  in  erecting  a  company  under  that  title.  lYie 
nation  very  soon  became  sensible  that  thie  would  not  do,  and 
therefore,  as  soon  as  our  disputes  whh  the  king  of  Spain 
came  to  a  hei^t,  In  the  reign  of  the  late  kins,  George  1.  h 
design  was  immediately  set  on  foot  for  teiMung  privateers 
once  mote  into  thaC  part  of  the  world,  which  ended  in  t^ 
expeditioo  of  Captain  Shelvocke  and  Captain  Clipperton/ 
already  related  at  large. 

**  By  this  short  deduction  of  facts,  I  think  it  is  demon- 
strably proved,  that,  in  the  judgement  of  this  nation^  the 
most  probable  way  of  humbling  Spain,  in  case  of  a  war,  le 
to  send  a  squadron  into  the  South  Seas,  and  I  wilt  venture 
to  aay,  that  there  is  one  reason  why  this  is  now  become  more 
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wpediint  than  ever,  which  is,  that  we  are  now  no  lobgeril 
libtr^  to  lend  ships  thither  in  time  of  peace,  as  we  were  be- 
fore tiic  South  Sea  Company  was  erected.  It  is  not  tberfer 
-fixre  at  all  strange  that  as  loon  as  the  present  war  broke  out 
with  SfMitt)  the  oeneral  voice  of  the  natum  dictated  sudlnv 
6Xpediti<m»  or  tnati  whoi  Uicgr  saw  it  resolvlbd  on,  anda 
squadron  actually  equipped  for  that  service^  they  veryloudly 
testified  their  approbation  of  the  snAema  •  I  bweve  aho^  na 
readers  will  readily  give  credit  to  the  assertion,  whan  I  aN 
firm*  that,  during  the  time  this  squadron  lay  at  Portsmouth', 
there  was  a  more  general  expectation  of  its  piei'forming  things 
of  the  highest  oonsequdnce  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain, 
and  reducm^  the  enemy  to  reason. 

V  "  It  was  m  the  midst  of  summer,  in  the  year  1740,  that 
this  squadron  was  formed  at  Portsmouth,  at  the  same  time 
that  a  great  embarkation  was  preparing  for  the  West  Indies, 
by  which  the  siege  of  Carthagena  was  anmrwards  undertaken, 
which  turned  the  eyesof  the  whole  world  upon  that  sea-port. 
At  London,  every  person  spoke  of  the  intended  expedition 
to  the  South  Seas  as  a  design  that  must  necessarily  be  at- 
tended with  highly  advantageous  consequences,  if  properly 
conducted  J  and  of  this  there  was  not  nuide  the  least  doubt, 
when  it  was  known  that  Captain  Anson  was  named  to  the 
command,  because  he  had  shewn  himself  upon  all  occasions 
equally  vigilant  in  his  duty,  aod  moderate  in  the  exercise  of 
power,  more  ready,  to  correct  by  his  own  example  than  by 
any  oUier  sort  of  reproof  and  who,  in  the  course  of  his  ser* 
vices,  had  acquired  the  respect  of  the  officers,  and  the  love 
of  the  sailors ;  qualities  that  rarely  meet  in  o:  ^e  person,  and 
qualities  which,  without  the  least  contradiction,  were  ascri- 
bed to  him.* 

**  Though  this  expedition  was  not  attended  by  so  great 
success  in  the  Soutli  Seas  as  was  expected,  yet  the  nation  in 
general  was  far  from  believing  that  its  comparative  failure 
ought  to  deter  us  from  the  thoughts  of  such  expeditions  for 
the  future  since  it  plainly  appeared,  that,  if  the  whole  squa- 
dron had  got  round  along  with  tlie  commodore  into  the  South 
*i^^  Seas, 

'' r.y:.-    --.,-•■■' 
,  .'   n  '^- '  ■    I.     ; 

■  *  The  sequel  of  these  observations,  by  Harris,  are  extracted  from  his 
supplementary  reflections  at  the  close  of  the  expedition,  voLI.  p.  364,  et 
K^u.  In  these,  however,  we  have  used  much  retrenchment,  as  the  obser- 
vations that  may  have  been  exceedingly  applicable  in  1745,  when  Spain 
was  in  a  great  manner  identified  w'th  France,  have  now  lost  much  of  their 
force,  in  coasequenco  of  the  passing  events,  well  known  to  all,  but  which 
do  lot  admit  of  being  discussed  in  a  note. — E.  ,, 
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Seas,  h6  would  hav«  bMa  able' -to  huve  performed  iniiiolt 
greater  thing*  ^an  ainr  of  our  commandera  >  had  httherto 
Qooe  in  theae  pttts* .  Neither  is  it  at  all  clear  that  the  £^ 
niards  are  there  in  a  bettor  condition,  their  cofuts  better 
fortified)  their  garrisoni  more  numeroviy  .or  the  country  in 
any  respect  better  provided^  than  when  ourprivatecra  Juul 
formerly  lo  great  succcm  in  those  parts.  Toe  saclung  of 
Peyta  m  this  expedition  prov«»  the  contrary,  since  ft  was 
then  actually  in  a  worse  condition,  and  less  ci^sable  of  ma^ 
kitog  Acy  resistance,  than  when  Ibnaerly  takfn  by  Captain 
Shdvocke.  If  this  ^pedition  had  never  taken  place,  we 
might  have  been  told  that  it  was  impracticable,  that  the  Spa- 
niards were  grown  wiser,  that  all  their  porta  were  well  fortU 
i^ed,  and  any  attempt  of  this  kind  would  be.onfy  to  sacrifice 
the  lives  of  such  as  might  be  emi^oyed  in  the  expedition. 
But  we  now  know  the  contrary,  and  that  the  Spaniards  re- 
mained as  unguarded,  and  as  little  apprehensive  as  ever ; 
perhaps  even  me  fiite  of  this  expedition  may  have  made  them 
less  so,  insomuch,  that  were  a  new  project  of  the  same  kind 
to  be  put  in  execution,  either  at  public  or  private  e:q;>enc^ 
there  seems  next  to  a  moral  certainty  that  it  would  succeed. 
Another  expedition  might,  and  probably  would  be  attoided 
by  fewer  difficulties ;  at  least,  it  certain^  might  be  underta- 
ken at  much  less  expence;  and,  besides  all  tho  advantaffes 
reaultine  to  such  private  penons  as  became  proprietor^  Vom 
inestimwie  advantage  would  accrue  to  the  public,  that  we 
should  once  more  have  a  number  of  able  marinet^  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  navigation  of  the  South  Seas,  which  we 
never  can  have  by  any  other  means* 

**  I  would  not  be  underwood  at  all  to  lessen  the  miseries 
and  distresses  of  those  who  were  employed  in  this  voyage  i 
and  all  I, would  endeavour  to  aim  at  is  to  convince  the  read- 
er that  the  difficulties  and  discouragements  met  with  Jn  this 
voyage  are  not  sufficient  to  ground  a  decisive  opinion  by  the 
few  in  exposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the  many,  that  a|l  at- 
tempts on  this  side  ought  to  be  abandoned.  And  I  really 
think  that  the  setting  the  difficulties  and  discouragements 
^countered  by  the  Centurion  in  the  strongest  light,  will 
serve  my  purpose  much  better  than  lessening  or  extenuating 
them.  For,  if  after  being  ruined  in  a  manner  by  storms, 
diseases,  and  hardships,  they  landed  rather  skeletons  than 
men,  on  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez;  if,  after  their  long 
cruize  in  the  South  Seas,  their  distresses  came  to  be  as  great 
when  they  took  shelter  in  the  island  of  Tinlan}  if  the  ^ing 
.«  at 
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at  Bfacto  was  attend^  With  many  inconveniancca;  if  Um  ta- 
king of  the  Spanish  gallaon  be  a  thins  ahnoit  incredibk^ 
coniiderinff  the  raiall  number  of  meni  and  the  condition  they 
were  in,  whoattaekild  her  in  the  Centurion ;  ifthedifflevi' 
tiet  they  afterwards  met  with  in  the  river  of  CantoU)  and  the 
Ibattirds  run  by  the  commodore  in  visitintf  the  viceroyt  and 
thereby  puttina  himself  into  the  hands  of  such  a  people  as 
the  C^inese^  who  could  not  but  be  displeased  with  his  pro- 
ceedinirsi  are  drciimstances  which  aggrarate  the  matter :  If 
so  penloite  a  navigation  aii  that  from  Canton,  through  tha 
Straits  (>f  Snnda,  and  thetice  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopc^ 
with  little  or  no  reiVeshment,  with  a  crew  that  wanted  it  so 
much,  is  sttll  more  amaaing ;  and  if  the  bringing  the  ship 
home  from  thence,  with  a  crew  composed  of  so  many  differ- 
ent nations,  In  the  midst  of  a  French  war,  and  without  the 
least  assistance  from  home,  swell  the  whole  into  a  kind  of 
miracle,  what  does  all  this  prove  ?  Sinte  all  this,  under  Ood* 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  prudence,  moderation,  and  wise 
conduct  of  the  commanding  officer,  it  certaiwhf  proves^  if  a 
riffht  chOite  be  made  of  commanders,  that  there  are  no  diffi- 
culties which  may  not  be  overcome^  and  therefore  that  the 
adversie  circumstances  attending  this  voyage  ought  not  at  all 
to  discourage  us. 

^*  For,  with  the  help  of  the  example  afforded  by  Commo* 
dore  Anson,  I  presume  that  there  aro  many  officers  who 
would  undertake  and  execute  such  an  expedition,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  their  country,  and  to  the  advantage  of  Uieir  em* 
t^ytn,  supfwsing  them  to  be  employed  by  private  persona. 
This  is  the  right  use  that  might  be  made  of  this  expedition  s 
an  expedition  difficult,  dangerous,  and  in  a  manner  imprao- 
tici^le,  considered  in  one  light,  but  equally  glorioiu  and  sue- 
cenful  when  considered  in  another  point  ofview :  An  expo* 
dition  that  has  demonstrated  to  the  whole  world  that  a  train 
of  unforeseen  and  most  disastrous  accidents  may  be  remedied, 
and  even  turned  to  advantage,  by  an  honest,  skilful,  brave* 
experienced,  and  well-meanmc  officer :  An  expedition  which 
shews  that  there  are  no  hazards,  no  difficulties^  no  distresses 
capable  of  depressing  the  courage  of  English  seamen  under 
a  proper  commander;  an  expedition  which  makes  it  evident 
that  discontent,  sedition,  and  mutiny,  do  not  arise  from  the 
restless  tempers,  intractable  dispositions,  and  unruly  beha^ 
viouT  of  the  English  sailors,  but  purely  from  the  want  of 
pnidence,  and  right  management,  and»  in  short,  fhrni  tha 
want  of  experience  and  capacity  of  such  as  arc  entrusted  with 
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%hk  tiOmifMttit  of  them  ( 4m  mipeihloti,  Ui  4  #ordf  ibtt  |mii  It 
b^rond  All  (tottbfr  Ihn  tiM  BrlcMi  nation  k,  M  thb  dfty^  i* 
Mpable  <yf  midtfriaklng  m  grMt  thlng%  tiMl  of  pfrfiNMilifg 
them  M  taeeMtfaily,  m  •ver  wife  done  by  their  meeetoNi 
iMi»  eoiMeqQiiitljrf  am  expedition  that  miuioonvineiBnotoiilf 
IH>  bttt  all  jEttvopek  that  If  our  mafitiMk  ilirce  be  not  em* 
ployed  in  undertakfaigt  of  th»  moit  important  natora^  it  la 
not  owing  to  the  diureneroer  of  our  seamen,  nor  to  be  impu- 
ted to  our  want  of  lible  or  daring  oommandert^'  wbidh  la  iiot 
my  biMineu,  and  which  indeed  mrpauet  my  abilities  to  die* 
oover* 

'  **  We  are  now  to  «Iom  this  general  rabject  of  ctroummi* 
t!lcationi,  which  relates  to  the  whole  worldi  It  is  tnu»  that 
all  the  circumnavigators  did  not  propose^  mm)  that  several  of 
them  did  not  malu>»  any  disoonrerles;  yet  bH  their  toyaafea 
am  of  ffveati  though  tiot  of  e<)UAl  imtnirtanoet  dcrwn  to  mia 
last.  Toft  by  comparing  that  by  Magellan^  wbioh  wia  the 
flrsti  with  this  by  Mr  Anson,  we  shall  And  them  to  difibr  in 
maiiy  respects,  especially  in  the  conclusion ;  that  by  Mr 
Anson  bemg  by  far  the  iong«r  of  the  two.  8om«  of  thed% 
also,  took  quite  a  different  rouCK  from  othen«  Asr  for  in4> 
ilMc^  Le  Maire  and  Roggewein,  who  never  rati  it  ^  into 
the)  northern  latitud<M«  butsaUad  directly  through  the  BaHXk 
fleas  to  the  Ooastof  Now  Guinea,  and  theoee  to  the  island  df 
Java ;  which  is  A  muoh  shorter  course  than  by  way  of  CaU* 
fornia  to  the  Philippines^  From  henCe  it  very  olcaiiy  ap*> 
peuns  thatttM  passaff«  to  the  East  Indies  by  the  South  l9eas 
is  shorter  ikan  that  by  the  Cupe  of  Good  Hopet'  of  which 
the  reader  will  be  convinced  by  considering  the  followiM 
particulars.  Cai>tain  Woods  Rogers,  In  the  DukCi  sailed 
from  the  coast  of  Ireland  and  doubled  Capo  Horn  in  four 
months ;  .and  Le  Maire  sailed  from  Juan  Fernandez  to  New 
Guinea  and  the  Moluccas  in. three  months)  So  that  this 
voyage  takes  up  but  seven  months  in  the  whole ;  whereas 
the  Dutch,  when  the  chief  emporium  of  their  eastern  com- 
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,  '  It  18  not  eaajr  to  conceive  how  Harri*  ghould  have  fallen  into  thin 
enonnotis  error.  To  say  nothing  of  the  greater  length  and  difficulty  ut' 
DMsing  round  Cape  Horn,  rather  than  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  dii« 
terence  in  longitudes  is  luflicicnt  to  establish  the  absolute  contrary  of  the 
poution  in  the  text.  The  longitude,  for  instance,  of  the  island  of  Ceylon, 
by  the  eastern  patmge,  is  only  &P  E.  whereas  by  the  western  pasMge  it  is 
9m  W.  an  excem  of  2ou  degrees.  Even  Cariton  in  China,  is  onfy  in  1 1»* 
E.  but  in  247^^  W.  nn  excess  of  134  dcgrecB.~E, 


SIO  Earhf  Ciretmmv^^atiiHm'      part.  ii.  book,  if 

aierae  w«h  fixed  at  Amboina,  thoui^t  it  a  good  passage.  tli|i» 
ther  from  Holland,  if  perfbraied  wten  oi  eleven  numthir^'^ 
It  M  from  these  stupendous  voyag|es,  that  not  only  the  gfeat* 
est  discoveries  have  been  made  m  generial  geography,  but 
from  which  all  future  discoveries  must  be  expected;  and 
thwelbre  this  ought  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  strongest 
air^menli  ibr  encouraging  such  voyages.  '—rHurrii* 

'  OioMiB  Ambon,  the  commodore  on  this  expedilionf .  ^s 
bom  in  1697r  bein^;  the  third  son  of  William  Anso^  Esq* 
of  Shuckborough,  in  the  county  of  Stafford.  Taking  an 
early  inclination  for  the  naval  service,  and  after  pawbg 
throi^  the  usual  inferior  steps,  he  was  appduted  second 
lieutenant  of  the  Hampshire  in  1 7 16.  He  was  raised  to  the 
rank  of  master  and  commander  in  1723,  and  obtained  the 
rank  of  post  captain  in  1734,  with  the  cosimand-  of  the 
Scarborou^  man-of-war.  Between  diat'time  imd  the  year 
i7SS^:he  made  three  vovages  to  North  Carolina;  and  b** 
'vi^  acquired  considerable  wealth,  he  appears  to  have  pur- 
chased an  ;estate  in  that  odwiy,  where  he  erected- a  smaU 
town  of  his  own  nam^  which  gave  the  name  of  Anion 
KkniAj  to  the  surrounding  district  In  the  years  1738  and 
173^  he  made  another  voyasj^b  to  America  and  the  coast  of 
J^ica ;  and,  without  proceeding  to  hostilities,  removed  cer* 
tain  obstructions  under  which  the  English  trade  on  the  coast 
of  Guinea  had  suffered  from  the  French. 

In  the  War  of  the  Merchantn,  as  it  was  called  by  Sir  I^ 
bert  Walpol^  which  broke  out  in  1739  Ixstween  Britain  atwl 
Spain,  Ci^tain  Anson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
expedition^'  the  narrative  of  which  forq)s  the  subject  of  jthe 
present  chiqpter.  Inimediately  after  his  return  to  Engluid 
firom  this  circumnaYigation,  Captain  Anson  was  made  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  and  shourtily  afterwards,  one  of  the  com- 
missaries of  the  Admiiralty.  In  1746  he  was  farther  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  V'lce-ad«niral  j  and  in  the  winter  of  r746-7, 
'  .  .:  was 

°  *  To  Bay  nothing  of  die  absurdity  of  the  partial  instances  adduced,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that,  only  a  few  years  ago,  an  £n|iiBh  East  Indiamai) 
pertiarined  the  voyage  from  England  to  Madras,  dehvered  his  outward- 
bound  cargo,  took  on  board  a  new  cai;go,  And  returned  to  England,  alt 
within  nine  months. — E. 

*  The  remainiiy  observations  of  Hairis,  suj^lementary  to  bis  abbrevia* 
ted  acoount  of  this  e:qiedition,  have  no  manner  of  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject in  hand,  and  are  therefore  omitted. 
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3W  cotruited  (with  th^  commanci  of  the  chaniMl  BeeC  la 
iy  1747,  off  Cape  Fbitterre,  be  captarad  six  FrasOt 
ihim.of  the  line  under  the  command  oC  Admiral  JonqidfpBb 
Irhi^h  hW  bcen^diiupatflhed  for  the  protection  of  the  d|Br* 
chant  ships  destined  for  the  East  and  West  Indies.  On  t)Mp 
<»0easio|i,  i^hen'Mons.  St  Qeoi^  one  pf  the  French  captains^ 
surrendwed  his  sword  to  Admiral  Anson,  he  addressed  hnn 
Ja  the  following  terms:  Vom  atez  vaineu  Ulmniuibkt  ei  L» 
Ghire  vout  wit. — "  You  have  defeated  the  Invincibly  and 
^lonr  follows  you :"  alluding  to  two  of  the  French  sUp8» 
^0fM  Invincible  and  the  Gloir^  which  had  surrendered  to 
him.    . 

For  this  important  service  to  his  king  and  country,  he 

was  ci!eated  a  peer  of  the  realm,  by  the  title  of  Loan  Aw* 

.-son;  apd,  in  1749,  on  the  death  of  Admiral  Norriv,  he 

.was  appointed  Vice-admiral  of  England.    In  1751,  he  suo- 

jr.eeeded  to  Lord  Sandwich,  as  first  Lord  CSommissioniar  of 

the  Admiralty ;  bu^  incurring  censure  for  the  loss  of  Sfir 

aorca,  he  resigned  this  situation  in  1756.     But,  having 

ilfteen  acquitted  of  all  blame  relative  to  that  disgracefiil  ai&jr» 

rafter  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  he  was  reinstated  in  that  high 

jofBce,  which  he  continued  to  fill,  with  honour  to  himself  and 

f^vantege  to  his  country,  during  the  remainder  of  his  ^fis. 

While,  attending  upon  Uie  Duke  of  Mecklenbar^h  StrdUta^ 

brother  to  our  present  queen,  to  shew  him  the  naval  arienal 

at  Portsmouth,  and  the  fleet  which  was  then  about  to  sail 

,  on  the  expediti<m  against  the  Havannah,  he  causfat  a  vio- 

,  lent  cold,  of  which  be  died,  at  Moor-Park  in  HertTordshir^ 

on  the  6th  of  June  1762,  in  the  six^-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Having  no  issue  by  his  lady,  the  dsOighter  of  Lord  Hard- 

;  wick^  whom  he  married  in  1748,  he  left  the  whole  of  his 

/'prqpertv  to  his  brother. 

^,    Lord  Anson  appears  to  have  been  remarkable  for  the 
j;  coolness  and  equanimity  of  his  temper.    Amid  all  the  dan- 
'-'  f^n  and  successes  of  bis  circumnavigation  of  the  globe,  he 
jBever  expressed  any  strong  emotion,  either  of  sorrow  or  joy, 
exc^t  when  the  Centurion  hove  in  sight  of  Tinian.    He 
was  a  man  of  few  words,  and  was  even  reckoned  particularly 
I  juhint  among  English  seamen,  who  have  never  been  distin- 
]_  jpiished  for  their  loquacity.    He  introduced  a  rigid  discip- 
line into  the  English  navy,  somewhat  resembling  that  of  the 
^Pmssian  army ;  and  revived  that  bold  and  close  method  of 
1  '  fighting, 


i 
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IJJKhtinft,  #UbIti  iHrtiol-tbot,  which  hid  foMk«rIy  bMn  16 IMI- 
mMkWi  «lb|iloj^  bsf  Blake  and  ShbT<ei|  ahd  which  ha*  ib- 
««id  tMi  AiiWg  ttiti»ag«  and  iitedMbte  ifltMpiditjr  ill  Oiat 
iMtiih  *eMnMi«  llMch  «titi<iip«ite  und  mtnH  tttdoeMtdtbfc 
ttdai  daring  Md  hMird«nw  cbtemriMt. 

Ili  MiM  ftAetiMif»  fowatdi  titf  cottdttaittli  <»f  B«ti|^ 
^i^iimni^jiitioii,  Harris*  i^htnttt  6AiMt  of  *  tolltcuoft 
of  vdyage^  Md  Irately  breiikt  i»»th  lit  the  IbUowittg  lAtidi^ 
4MyMtain:^ 

'•  Hnppf,  hkppj,  fiw  08,  UUft  tt%  hav6  atil!  a  MAMaH  kit, 
«<  Wh^  hM  shewn  thai  th«  riM  of  h«roC8  ii  Hot  yet  4Mm. 
**  among  us,  in  Admiral  Anson,  that  great  and  fortunate 
"*  oofliMndtf ;  who  enjtiyi  the  feittgnhir  felicity,  it  att  age 
■"  df  ildtb,  hixuty,  arid  «oittiyitk>fl»  tHtit  his  «om  la  flie  f«- 
•*  snlt  of  his  hbetirt  his  title  the  rtfwhtd  of  hi*  iliml>  ind  that 
.  '*  hii  wealth  dMs  honoUf  tp  his  cotmCry/' 

How  much  ihore  hatony  h  it  for  u«  in  the  l^retont  Aty, 
Wntmhtt  moiw  than  half  a  tenttii^  latifi  *^  ^^i^^  *^**j 
mfiififgy  ih  required  lb  the  iMtnost  stiMdi,  thit  w«  M\l  hat^'li 
#aeG  of  iMhstendent  herocis,  who  hAte  annihilated  the  naf^ 
mild  tradd  and  Cbkmies  ofotir  ariih  enemy,  hate  tindidateA 
mnd  J)resclrved  Our  gbk^  and  fireedtftn  and  ptnHpeAiji  and 
bid  fair  to  i«8tor<e  the  honoBil>  fend  ind«}VEihdence  Of  tki6  civi- 
Itted  world,  thireatened  With  stibveMion  bjr  the  ttuHtft  AtiU 


;■        -.. 
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I^ofWlTHStA^niMG  th«  great  itnt)irOteMent  of  nlivigatioh 
Within  the  last  two  cefadun^,  a  voyage  tbtthd  th^  world  is 
still  considered  as  an  enterprize  Of  so  VCry  singntat  a  tttttu^tf, 
that  the  jiublhi  have  hcVer  foiled  to  be  ejiti^eindy  inqu'nititfe 
about  the  various  accidents  and  tumii  Of  foiftune  With  which 
ihis  uncoinniDn  attenifH;  is  generally  attended.  And,  though 
the  atausehient  expected  in  these  naiitltiv^  ii  doubtless  on^ 
great  source  of  thiit  cui^tosiQr  with  the  bulk  of  teaders,  yet 
the  rtibre  intelligent  part  of  mankind  hdlre  always  AgreeiH 
tklit,  fh>m  Accounts  bf  this  natut'ej  if  ^ithfully  execttted^ 
the  more  important  purposes  bf  navigation,  Cokttnierc*^  tad 
national  interest^  May  be  greatly  promoted :  Fbf  etei^  taa!^ 
thentit  description  of  foi'c^  coasts  and  Countries  Will  con* 

tribttle 


B  Harris,  Voy.  and  Tiuv.  I.  r«3. 
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tnk^  to  <mn  fr  mom  of  thim  gw>»  mit,  in  pfpportU%|n 
tbe  «»vwltfif  !ir<wt%  or  coq^^^  of  Ua^  OQWtrK  m(i 

jffWmlf  lihf  wpna  pr^nUM^  •  fpvptfp  «f  w%in«(i(W»  P«  W 

of  it  if  iwv^mme4  itt  «mw  f^  wjI^gI^  w9  twe, «» y^t,  ^  yrmj 

uuMrractlv  aoauAiDtflda  anH  in  tha  nAiahhaiurhaadof  acqiius 
Iry  r«)9owne4  »>r  th*  ^bpif^aoM  of  ill  v»A|th^  MiOfigh  it  ii^ 
At  tkf  4191 8  4im%  utigoHitiM  ft>r  ili  PPTAri^  ^i|  (h*  im<:^9|%> 
l»WAii4€W7i|piens«tofa6ivil(a(edUre.  .,      ,:,f 

(  TM9  jpQn|i(|erati(>ni  hi^v^  Qcs^^xmei  th^  jConpp^S  % 
(Huwiw  ^?|i ;  wlmhf  ip^;*«Mfyi9g  tli«  in^i^y^^upof^r 
tio9  arii9^i|i4t  «n4  miitr4)tt^ig  ^  4bo  M^y  wift^t^ 
of  fwMini  fwrjg4tor%  «n()  ^  t^  p^f^mi(i^  of  f^«r  conuneni^  . 
UMiy  do«pt|««f  Tiff  wi^  f^i^  iKif^aition  of  ^U  .k4pi4  l^ii^M^ 
pn^  puVlip;  siofse*  w  $p  j(b«  I9r«t  of  tlwese  headf^  it  i^ 
well  b#  supposed  that  tb#  gnaoerM  curiosUy  Jll^h  he9t^  ^roMff 
br  ««eitei4}  py  tbe  circwngtaxten  fif  ^if  undertakii^  fdv^m^ 
twomn  tQ  thd  vprld ;  fof.*  whptW  v?  conwder  ^Uie  foro?  ^ 
lAkO  9qHa4ron  ^ent  on  tl^if  «9r]^ic9i  or  tKe  difrer^^ijM  (ilBtten^ 
Ikat  ^nfi^  HOg\e  sibip  way  separately  i^V|(4vie4  |i|»  or  ^e  upr 
fiowopD  vintances  of  Twrying  fprtawi  whfioli  iattci|4f4  tliM^ 
whole  ^Dtirniri^i  «Mph  of  these  artjclcis  fop^U  i  fcpWflF^ 
Irom  iti  wal^known  nqde  outUn^  appear  wP^i^y  of  #  ^m^ 
oJeter  apd  inorie  fiAished  d^lipeation :  And/  i^  this  jbe  idr 
low^d  wiM»  rpttiept  tf>  the  i^urrative  P,vt  of  ^ho  work,  theicp 
sm  b^  np  Awipt  ftboiji|t  th{e  n^Drigf  vmaml  am  iwtrM^jtive  piurt;% 
iwbich  Hm  ailaM^t  every  where  ijaterwovea  with  U ;  for  I  av9 
.venture. |tp  afl^rin,  withoiU  {^  ^f  heing  pon^fidiQl^  on  f 
cainpari|09f  tihat  no  voysgje^  ^Htheiito  publid)^  fi;^msh^ 
siiich  a  number  of  views  pf  land,  fo^pdiw^  w^V^fffP*  pf 
portf,  chartSf  and  oth^r  materia  jforitjiie  in^p^oveineut  lO^ 
geogrsfijj^  and  navig»tipp,  as  are  Qontaiped  in  the  ensuing 
ivplnme;  ^hich  are  the  Viore  TAiuabid  tooj  ^«  ^e  greateft 
pvt  pf  thenn  rel^Oie  to  such  j^lapds  or  «oaatf  ai  h^^  peen  hj^r 
therto  not  at  all,  or  erroneously  described  }  af4  ^erp  thf 
want  of  su^ient  and  authentic  ioftnro^atipn  n%fayt,p(}qifion 
future  enterprises  to  prove  abortive,  perhaps  with  the  de- 
struction of  the  ships  and  men  employed  therein. 
t  Besides  the  number  and  dkoi^e  of  theie  marine  di^aiit^gs 
and  desorlptions,  there  is  another  very  essential  cinuiraalaniBe 
belonging  to  them,  which  much  enhances  £heir  worth;  and 
that  S  the  ^great  ac!Cjunw;y  w\th  Mchich  jhey  wej^^^jR^jiHtte^.   I 
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iiyR  exprew  my  a|>ini(m  of  them,  in  this  particular,  ritj  im- 
peffcetly,  when  I  un  that  they  are  not  exceeded,  and.  per- 
liqM  hot  eqiialled,  Dy  ahy  thing  of  thii  natiire  that  hatfi,  aa 
jpe^  been  communicated  to  im  world :  For  th^  were  not 
co|^  ftom  the  worii*  of othery,  or  oompbaed  'atnooM  fitim 
imperii^  acoounta  ffiVeki  i^  incprioua  ai^d  undtilAil  obaer^ 
rm,  a  pr8Ctice490  maoent  in  tlieae  matt0r8 ;  hint  the  great- 
'^  pirt  ofdiem  were  delineated  oH  the  ipot,  with  the  ^tinoat 
'aauM^neii^  by  the  ditectfon  and  under  the  eye  of  M ^  Anaan 
himielf )  and  where,  aa  ia  the  case  in  three  or  fivnir  of  ibein, 
they  have  been  done  by  ma  skilful  hands^  or  were  found  in 
possession  of  the  enemV,  and  consequently  iheir  justness 
could  be  less  relied  on,  I  have  always  taken  care  tb  i^ip^ixe 
die  reader  of  it,  and  to  put  him  on  his  ouaril  agaifest  giving 
Entire  credit  to  them ;  although  I  doubt  not  but  these  less 
attthentic  draughts,  thus  cautfouiljr  inserted,  are  to  the  full 
ia  correct  as  tnose  which  are  usually  published  upon  these 
occasions.  Tor,  as  actual  surveys  of  roads  and  narbburs, 
and  nice  and  critical  delineations  of  views  of  land,  take  up 
much  time  and  attention,  and  require  a  good  degree  (rf*  skill, 
"both  in  planniuff  and  drawing,  those  wno  are  de^tive  in 
industry  and  ability  supply  these  wants  by  bold  conjectures 
'and  fictitious  descriptions ;  and,  as  they  can  be  no  otherwise 
'^onflited  than  by  going  on  the  spot,  and  running  the  risk  of 
'anfiering  by  then*  misinformation,  they  have  no  apprehension 
of  bein^  detected  I  and  therefore,  when  they  intrude  their 
aiipposititious  productions  on  the  public,  thev  makef'no  con- 
aaence  of  boasting,  at  the^me  time,  with  how  much  skill 
and  care  they  have  been  executed.  But  let  not  those  who 
.  Mfc  unacquainted  with  naval  affairs  imagine,  that  the  impo- 
Utiotts  of  this  kind  are  of  an  innocent  nature }  for,  as  exact 
iriews  of  land  are  the  surest  guides  to  a  seaman,  on  a  coast 
where  he  has  never  been  befbre,  all  fictions,  in  so  interesting 
8  matter^  must  be  attended  with  numerous  dangers,  and 
sometim^  with  the  destriiction  of  those  who  are  thus  unhap- 
pily deceived.  ' 

Besides  these  draughts  of  such  places  as  Mr  Anson,  or 
"-•>-■'  ■■■'■.'■  the 

'  '  It  muit  be  quite  bbvioas  to  all  who  are  in  the  least  desree  acquainted 
with  the  natufe  of  theae  draiqihts  and  views  of  land,  in  toe  nMfc  of  a 
ooastiM  pilot,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  reduce  them  wkbio  the  cooi- 
pasf  ofan  octavo  size,  and.  at  the  sanie  time  to  render  them  of  the  amaDes't 
degree  of  usefulness;  while  large  (ilates  most'  have  been  necettsary,  and 
speedily  destroyed  by  opening  apd  refolding.— £. 
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thethiiM  whidi  he  commanded,  have  touched  et  lu  the  oonne 
of  thift  expedition,  ami  the  deecriptloni  and  direttiou  rdar- 
tliig  thereto,  there  it  interled,  in  the  eniuing  worfc^  an  aa^rie 
acooont,  with  a  diart  anneaid  to  it*  of  a  particalar  naviga- 
tion, of  which  hitheMo'Uttle  more  than  tne  name  hae  been 
knowHr  except  to'  thoM  fanmedialeljr  employed  in  it  t  I 
aaean  the  tract  deecribed  by  the  Manilla  ship,  in  her  «aa- 
iage  to  Acapuico,  through  the  northern  part  of  the  Paeiflc- 
ocean.  This  material  article  it  collected  from  the  draughtt 
and  joumalt  met  with  on  board  Uie  Manilla  galleon,  found- 
ed on  the  experience  of  more  than  an  hundred  and  fifty 
yean  practice,  and  corroborated  in  itt  principal  cireumttancet 
iqr  the  concurrent  evidence  of  all  the  Spanith  pritontra  ta- 
ken in  that  vettel.  And  at  many  of  their  joomaki  iriiioh  I 
have  examined,  appear  to  have  been  niot  ift  kcnt,  1  ptwiao 
the  chart  of  that  northern  ocean,  and  the  particulan  of 'tlkrir 
routet  through  it,  may  be  very  tafely  relied  on  by  fiitire  na- 
vigators. Ine  advantages  which  may  be  drawn  from  an 
exact  knowledge  of  this  navigation,  and  tha  beneficial  pro- 
jects ivhkh  may  be  formed  thereon,  both  in  war  and  peaces 
are  by  no  i  dans  pr<x»er  to  be  ditcutted  in  thit  places  bat 
they  wiH  eatily  omr  themtelvet  to  the  tkiMnl  in  maritime  af- 
fiurt.  However,  at'  the  Manilk  thipt  are'  the  onW  ones 
which  have  ever  travened  thit  vatt  ocean,  except  a  French 
■trailer  or  two,  whteh  have  been  afterwards  teized'  on  the 
^oast  of  Mexico ;  and  as,  during  near  two  ages,  in  which 
this  trade  has  been  carried  on,  the  Spaniards  have  secreted 
with  the  utmost  care  all  accounts  of  their  voyages  from  the 
rest  of  the  world }  these  reatont  would  alone  authorize  the 
insertion  of  those  pi^Mrs,  and  would  recommend  them  to  the 
inquisitive^  as  a  very  great  improvement  in  geography,  and 
worthy  of  attention,  from  the  singulari^  of  many  circui9- 
stances  therein  recited. 

I  must  add  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  fiir  from  being  the 
least  recommendation  of  these  materials,  that  the  observa- 
ticms  of  the  variations  of  the  compass,  which  are  laid  4o'wn 
in  the  diart  from  diese  Spamsh  jounuls,  tend  ^rratly  tQ 
complete  the  general  svstem  of  the  nuwnetic  variation,  df 
infinite  importance  to  ^e  commercial  and  tea-ikrin^  part  of 
aankind.  These  observations  were^  though  in  vain,  often 
publicly  called  for  by  our  learned  oountryoMai  the -late  Dr 
Halley,  and  to  hia  immortal  reputatwn  tn^^flO|ifin%  at  &r 
«f^Aey  extend,  the  wonderful  hypotheua  |w'h>d  elUntaine^ 
•iiti'.  on 
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«n  thii  hfead.  and  very  nmrfy  telrraipond,  in  their  qiiMitity» 
talheMMMctioniJi^e  IMiiJbliiihedl  about  fi(W /can  unoei  long 
blfafiwa  MM  amiUaiQlad  mltk  tnj  one  oMcrvatJoii  anada  in 
tka4a  Mai,  Tlie  atccrtiiioiiig  die  wriation  in  that  part  of 
tba  ivorld  w  just  now  o(  nione  ibNH  4>rdinary  oonseqnenoc^ 
«s  the  editon  of  a  new  variation  ahaft»  lattly  puUiched*  fiw 
want  vi  proper  infotwatfon,  ha«(p  bMa  mitlM  by  an  err^v 
BMHM  analogyt  and  hava  evnn  miitalcen  the  vary  ipecict  of 
variation  in  that  of  ihe. northern  ocean i  lor  tne^f  mafcok 
weettfly  where  it  ii  eaeterly,  and  have  laid  it  down  10*  flii 
IS^  dimrent  from  ile  real  quantity., 

Tbii  mnch  It  his  been  thbujgjht  neceewiy  to  premitcv  winh 
regard  lo  the  bydranraphieal  and  geographical  part  of  tho 
eneuinn  work }  whidi,  it  it  hoped*  the  reader  will  find*.^ 
poruaa^  ttiuch  ampler  and  more  iraportant  than  this  aligbt 
ikellDh  can  wdl  expbiiB.  But*  as  there  are  hereafter  iniev* 
■pcrMd*  ocoasionalljTi  lonie  accoUnta  Of  Spaajah  'vaniaetioni) 
and  many  otnervationa  relative , to  the  diipoaiUong  of  Uw 
Ameriflftri  Spaniard^  and  to  the  condition  of  the  oonntrtec 
bordering  on  tlie  Sonth  &■«(  and  as  herein  1  me^  ^peaf 
to  diiQfer  greatly  from  the  opinione  generally  eatabhehcd  (  I 
think  it  Mhoves  me  particularly  to  reeite  the  authoritife  I 
have  been  guided  by  io  the«e  matters,  thnt  I  nay  not  ha 
cenmired  ai  noving  given  way,  either  to  a  thooghUew  ere^ 
dttliiy  on  the  one  hand,  or,  wfavt  would  be  a  much  more 
crittiwal  imputation,  to  a  wilful  an  I  deliberate  miirepreaen* 
tation  on  the  other.  i 

Mr  Anaon,  before  he  let  sail  upon  this  i»pedition,  heaidoi 
the  printed  journals  to  these  parte,  took  care  to  fumuh  him-* 
adf  with  the  best  manuscript  accounts  he  could  procure  of  all 
the  Sjpanisfa  eettlements  upon  the  coasts  of  Chili,  Peru,  and 
Mexico.  These  he  0Hrefu%  compared  with  the  ekaminn* 
tions  of  his  prisoners,  and  the  informations  of  several  inicUi* 
ffeat  persons  who  ftll  into  his  hands  in  the  Soutfi  Ssia.  He 
had  likewise  tho  good  fortune,  in  some  of  his  c^ture^  to 
possess  himsdf  of  agreat  number  of  letters  and  papen  «f  n 
public  nature^  many  of  them  written  by  die  vioeroy  of  Pent 
to  the  vioeroy  of  Ssinta  Fee,  to  the  presidents  of  Panama  and 
Chili,  t9  Don  Blass/de  h&io,  admiral  «^the  galleons,  and  la 
divers  other  pepnna  in  considernbfe  employments;  and  in 
these  letters  tneoa  was  usuaUy  inserted  a  recital  of  those  thcr 
were  intended*  to  answer,  so  that  they  oontained  no  smw 
part  of  the  carrespondence  between  these  offioerss  for  aonn 
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■wiy  WtiOTb  iwrt  from  portf n»  «<r4ii<ed  U  tf>»  gpimM*  ga- 
vcnuiMMf  to  ibdv  firMb  nsd  Qo«ippQin4enU«  iMi  w«» 
liniqumiljr  AIM  wiA  mumtiopt^  offiiblic  biwiii«iv  <ind  aom*- 
(im«  ciMtiUMd  umi(agH{iad«niin«dT«r^^ 
owduot  of  weir  iuperion*  From  these  nyyteriali  thoee  to- 
emiMi  of  the  ^SMvU^ih  iJStin  ore  dniwi^  wbieh  UMiy  affMVif 
at  Artt  Mgli4  Uie  moti  e«iMj^Hf»ble>  In  parUoHlar*  iW 
history  of  the  Tenons  oMuekies  whieli  beiU  rjiarro's  ufaair 
droa  Ub  ^  the  «ioit  |M(t»  ooniHiM  firoip  loteroepud  letters  I 
thoiwh*  indeed*  the  rektion  «f  the  nieurrectiiw  of  OreMenn 
•nd  we  folloiirfirs  is  ibiroded  OA  miku  a  jbis  dupninble  anp 
ihoritjf  i  for  it  nia^taHen  from  th^  aioiMliS'of  es  En£^i«i^ 
Ikineo  Ihoe  «tn.bi>ord  Bizarrni  wJMofttn  oooTeried  mkh  FU 
i^rdii  Md  it  v««»  upon  enquiry*  Aooftmned  in  its  pripoipnl- 
otreumstamMs  by  others  wlio  were  in  the  ehip  nt  th»  sano 
time :  so  (knl  the  feet,  however  extiitQrdinMyf  k*  InonceiT^h 
not  to  be  oonUfSsted.  •  .,,,1  -^,;-  ..(,  ,  ,:,..  .,,^  ,  , 

Aadf  00  this  Qccasioni  I  cannot  bnt4nenUQ%  thnt^jAioqfb 
I  h^fe  endoavoured  with  my  ntmeat  cpre  to  edhene  strwtly  tp 
truth»  In  every  artioW  of  the  eneninf  oarratf  oni  y^  I  am  «p- 
prehcniiw  itbett  in  so  oenpUosfied  a  worl^  smne  orefslgMp 
must  have  heeooomntittedj  by  the  lioanteatioo  to  whioht  oit 
all  tiMOk  aU  mankind  are  liidilai  However,  I  am  ooosc(on% 
as  y^t,  ^nmo  bnt  literal  and  insignifioant  mistakes}  and  |f 
there  nre  others  more  coniidenabk^  whi<4i  have  oscaped  mck 
I  flatter  myself  they  are  uot  pf  ineiiont.«nonffh  to  amc^  any 
material  tr anseetioB ;  and  therefi»f»  I  hope  tney  may  jui|]|y 
claim  the.  reader's  indulgent* 

After  this  general  account  of  tho.onsniAg  woii^  it  mi^ht 
be  expected  perhaps,  that  I  should  proceed  to  the  work  it- 
self; but  I  cannot  finish  this  introdnctjoo  without  addiiig  a 
few  reikctions  on  a  matter  ^ry  nesf  ly  connected  with  ihp 
preaent  subject^  and,  as  I  conceive,  neither  destitute  of  utilir 
tf  ^ot  unworUiy  the  attentien  of  the  pmblic:  J  oMan  thft 
attimating  mv  countrymen,  hoth  jn  iheir  mibfic  and  privato 
smtittB^  to  tiw  encoiwegemenl;  of  aU  kinds  of  geographiccjl 
and  iaautieal  observations,  end  of  every  species  of  meclwu^ 
cal  and  oomat^roial  infiofmatioa.  It  is  by  a  aettled  attaclk- 
meat  to  theee  eeemugly  minute  particular^  that  our  ambl- 
4sotts  neiebbours  have  establwhed  some  part  <^  th«(t  power 
with  vhien  we  ere  noiw  f  tmggUng :  end  as  we  havp  4heme«ns 
lA  our  hand*  of  f>mpi|i||  ttese  autjects  mar?  ejci^nnlly  tha«i 
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•flnjr  oiiii  H  would  be  «  dishonour  «d  us  longtr  to  MglNt  m 
6My  and  beneficial  •  praoUoe.  For,  ai  we  have  a  navy  roach 
'more  nmnerous  than  thein,  great  part  of  which  it  always  em- 
ployed in  very  distant  stations,  oither  in  the  protection  of  our 
colonies  and  eommorce,  or  in  assisting  our  allies  against  the 
'cooimon  enemy,  this  gives  us  frequent  opportunities  of  for- 
•nisUng  ourselves  ^itftsueh  kind  of  materials  as  are  here  re- 
^commended,  and  such  as  mi^t  turn  greol^  to  our  advan* 
lage  either  in  war  or  peace ;  since,  not  to  mention  what  nfathf 
^  opeded  from  the  oAoars  of  the  navy,  if  their  applicamn 
todiese  subjects  was  propeHy  encouraged,  it  would  create  no 
liew  expenoe  to  die  government  to  establish  a  particular  re- 
gulation for  this  nnrpose »  a»  all  that  woidd  be  requisite 
^ould  be  consunt^  to  embark,  in  seme  of  our  men  of  war 
*#hicfa  'are  sent  on  those  distant  cruizes,  a  person  who^  with 
fhd  character  of  an  engineer,  and  the  skill  and  talents  neces- 
eary  tolhal  proMon,  should  be  empk^  in  drawing  such 
coasts,  and  planning  such  harbours,  as  the  shto  should  touch 
at,  ai^  in  miking  such  other  observations,  of  all  kindsi  as 
'might  eithep  prove  of  advantage  to  future  navigators,  or 
tnidit  any  ways  tend  to  promote  the  public  service.  Perssmt 
habituated  to  these  operaticms,  which  could  nOt  fail  at  the 
same  time  of  improving  them  in  their  proper  business,  would 
be  extremely  useful  in  Many  other  lights  besides  those  al- 
ready Mentioned,  and  might  tend  to  secure  onr  fleets  from 
thdse  dh^pNuSes  with  which  their  attempts  against  pkM»s  on 
shore  have  been  often  attended.  And,  in  a  nation  like  ours, 
where  all  sciences  are  more  eagerly  and  universally  pursued, 
a|id  better  understood,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
proper  sutgectfe  for  these  employments  cannot  long  be  want- 
inflh  if  due  encouragement  were  given  to  them. 
^  This  method,  here  recommended,  is  known  to  have  been 
frequently  practised  by  the  French,  particularly  in  the  in- 
stance of  Mons.  Frezier,  an  engineer,  who  has  published  a 
celebrated  voyage  to  the  South  Seas :  for  this  person  was  pur- 
posely sent  by  Uie  French  king,  in  the  year  1711,  into  that 
country,  on  lx>ard  a  merchant  ship,  that  he  might  examine 
and  describe  the  coast,  and  take  plans  of  all  the  fortified 
places;  the  better  to  enaUe  the  French  to  prosecute  their 
illicit  trade,  or,  on  a  rupture  between  them  sAid  the  court  of 
Spain,  to  form  their  enterprizes  in  those  seas  with  more  rea- 
dmess  and  certainty.  Should  we  pursue  this  method,  we 
might  hope  that  the  emulation  amongst  those  who  were  com^ 
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miisioiiad  for  th«e  vnimiAlng^  and  th«  cspiriMflt  wli|di» 
eren  in  tlwmoil  pMoaable  iotCTnJi,  ditjr  woald  thcriltT  ic- 
quink  mii^t  at  Itngth  procure  w  «  proper  number  of  al^e 
engineen,  end  mlgnfr  erace  the  naUoqid  mndpl  whida  our 
defldency  in  that  tpeeiea  of  men  haa  nmlimM  expoted  ut 
toi  and  furdy  ereiy  ttep  to  encourage  i^  improve  ihom  b 
of  greater  moment  to  tne  public,  as  no  pertont,  if  hen  they 
are  prcmerly  inttmeted,  make  better  retnma  in  war  for  thp 
dittmctioni  and  em<^menti  beitowed  on  them  in  times  of 
peace  t  of  which}  the  advantages  the  Frei^ch  haye  iM|wd 
tlrom  their  dexteritfi  too  numerous  and  recent  to  be.  loon 
forgot,  are  an  ample  confirmation. 

Having  mentioned  engineers,  or  such  as  are  skilled  in 
drawing  and  the  ofher  usual  practices  of  that  profession,  as 
the  propercst  persons  to  be  employed  in  these  foreign  en- 
,iquines,  I  cannot  but  kment,  as  it  offers  itself  so  very  natn- 
'rally  to  the  subject  in  hand,  how  very  imperfect  many  of  our 
accounts  of  distant  countries  are  rendered  bv  the  relators 
being  unskilled  in  drawing,  and  in  the  general  principles  of 
surveying,  even  where  other  abilities  have  not  b^n  wanting. 
Had  more  of  our  travellers  been  initiated  in  these  acquire- 
ments, and  had  there  been  added  thereto  some  little  ddll  in 
the  common  astronomical  observations,  all  which  a  person  of 
ordinary  talents  might  attain  with  a  very  moderate  share  of 
appKcation,  we  should,  by  this  time,  have  seen  the  geography 
of  the  globe  much  correcter  than  we  now  find  it ;  the  dan- 
gers  of  navigation  would  have  been  considerably  lessened, 
and  the  manners,  arts,  and  produce  of  foreign  countries 
would  have  been  better  known  to  us  than  they  are.  Indeed, 
when  I  consider  the  strong  incitements  that  all  travellers 
have  to  pursue  some  part  at  least  of  these  qualifications,  es- 
pecially drawing ;  when  I  consider  how  much  it  would  faci- 
litate tneir  observations,  assist  and  strengthen  their  memo- 
ries, and  of  how  tedious,  and  often  unintelligible,  a  load  of 
description  it  would  rid  them ;  I  cannot  but  wonder  that  any 
person  who  intends  to  visit  distant  countries,  with  a  view  of 
mforming  either  himself  or  others,  should  be  wanting  in  so 
necessary  a  piece  of  skill.  And,  to  enforce  this  argument 
still  farther,  I  must  add,  that,  besides  the  uses  of  drawing  al- 
ready mentioned,  there  is  one  which,  though  not  so  obvious, 
is  yet  perhaps  of  more  consequence  than  all  that  has  been 
hitherto  urged;  I  mean  the  strength  and  distinguishing 
power  it  adds  to  some  of  our  faculties.  This  appears  from 
«»  "^  hence, 
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lienoe^  ib^  l)b««>  v^9  i^m  vied  tQilriw  obj«cM4>bi^v«  U1919 
with  aorp  aopDr^cy  thaQ  lolb^pcf  wbp  wre  nft  lwbiiUiAte4  tQ 
th«t  pracjtig),  F't>r  w^  i«a^«g«})jr  ^ndt  b^  9  liuW  Mtp^n^cw^ 
(hut  whfi)  m  view  jmy^j()|eGti  fapwitv^r  «iinpl9i  p|ir  gu^tioi) 
pf  mWMVv  it  iiqw^()9l|r  At  (any  Aini«  »q  «trong  m  t»  fiwM«  u|| 
when  wa  W#  jkWfi^  (hmt  «y«a  |iw«y  from  U»  Uf  r^colleci. 
«3Ui^y  (IV0ry  iMTt  ft.  ^iv«st«(}  of,  aim!  tp  r«p«ll  fill  the  4^f f^vitir 
stwi9«fi  of  M>  ppifiir«p«e*  #inab  on  wwmiuMJon,  it  will  iM» 
<li8C0T«r«i4  (h«^  impifte  ¥^  «^e  vwIaIoii,  9^14  otbf iw  we  h«4 
MfliiK  avfirlpqlfi^r  Put  he  wh9 19  iKcicm^i9e<(  lo  (Srnw  what 
he  tfisit,  jl%  .«t  fh(e  eddie  tin^  upcurtometf  to  rectify  4ii»  w^ 
attention ;  for,  by  confron|if)g  his  iidea9y  cfmie^Mi  the  fvp^r^ 
with  the  Jo)^iact  he  intends  to  rcpre^pt,  hp  finds  o|it  what 
(circHinsMDce  Km  deceived  him  in  its  i^pfAr^nce;  and  heno^ 
he  a^  leogfh  ec<|i|ir^  the  hftb>^  ">(  ahsarvijw  much  n)ore  «( 
one  vi^w  Ihan  he  «ould  «v#r  ha^  don?  >wiW>H(  his  (vactio^ 
«f)djpro6cienfBy  io  dr^wil^. 

, .  Mwhat  has  b«en  said  m^rjts  the  attention  of  ^wveUsrs  of 
all  Mfitpt,  ii  i^  I  thiojlf;,  niore  part^a4^fl5  PPF^cahle  to  th? 
fga^ti^va$^oX^m  navy,  sinoe,  without  drf^'mg  «nd  phinniti^ 
neitheir  charAs  nor  views  -of  hmd  can  he  tahen ;  iuia  withouit 
thqie  iU  ifi  •^fllcieot)y  evident  tba^  w^vkatiopi  is  at  a  fnll  stimdr 
h,  k  dowbtless  from  ^  persnasion  of  Uie  ntiiity  of  these  qua* 
h^cations*  that  hv>  nii^ty  has  established  »  drawuig^master 
at  Poirtsniouth,  for  the  instrnAtion  of  thos^  who  are  presnin^d 
to  be  bereaiWentrMsted  wi^  the  oovfivfifmi  of  his  ri^al  navy ; 
and  tbofgh  sopw  have  been  so  far  misled  ^  {to  suppose  tbi»t 
the  poff^ct^  of  «ea>  officers,  consisted  i»  a  turn  01  <niind  m4 
temper  reaembUag  /^e  bpis^rous  elemfnt  they  have  to  iim 
with,  and  have  Qondemned  aU  literature  And  science,  as.e^ 
minate  and  derc^^^y  to  that  feroci^,  which,  they  would 
ildsely  persuade  im,  wa#  the  most  unerring  character»tic  of 
cowrage^  yet  i;t  is  :to  b?  h^pt9^  itbat  such  absurdities  have  no( 
at  any  time  been  authorized  by  Abe  public  opinion,  and  that 
the  belief  .daily  diminishes.  If  those  who  adhere  to  theae 
mischievoue  positions  were  capable  of  being  influenced  by 
reason,  {or  swayed  by  example  4  should  thinh  k  suffiicienit  for 
their  «onvicltjon  to  ob«erne,  ith^  the  most  valuable  4i;awin» 
inserted  io  tbe  IbJlowmg  ^o^k,  ^thoHgh  done  ^th  suflh  shdj 
that  ffren  piiQ|(iefped  artisfts  <an  with  difficulty  imitate  them, 
were  talwn  by  Mr  Pitney  Bret,  one  of  II&  Anson's  heutenant#» 
and  umt*  cept^ia  of  the  lion  man«of«war,  who»  in  his  mo* 
morabl^  eng4^*Vit  wilh  thi^.Eilj^bfitb,  Cfor  ihe  importwce 
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of  the  servicei  or  the  reiolution  with  which  it  WM  oonductedy 
inferior  to  none  this  age  hat  seen,]  has  given  ample  proof 
that  a  proficiency  in  the  art*  I  hafve  l)een  recommending^  ie 
extremely  consistent  with  the  most  exemplary  bravery,  and 
the  most  distiiignlshed  skill  hi  every  ^ntitioik  beloiiging  to  * 
tea  fMctT. 

'1  Indeed,  when  the  many  branches  of  science  are  ^onskler- 
tfB,  of  which  even  the  common  prance  of  navigation  fs  cmn- 
|MMed,  and  the  many  improvements  which  men  of  skill  have 
added  to  this  practice  within  these  ftw  years,  it  wottU  iildttoe 
one  to  believe  that  the  advantages  of  r^eetion  and  speetila<> 
tite  knowledge  were  in  no  profession  more  eminent  than  itt 
that  of  a  naval  officer  t  for,  not  to  mention  Home  expertn^s* 
in  geography,  geometry;  and  astronomy,  whitiU  h  would  b* 
dishonourable  for  him  to  be  without,  as  hk  Jounud  And  hi* 
estimate  of  the  daify  portion  of  the  ship  are  rounded  on  paiv 
ticular  branches  of  tneie  sciences,  it  may  Wdl  be  supposed, 
that  the  manatfetnent  and  working  of  a  mipj  the  discovevy  of 
her  most  eligible  position  in  the  water,  usually  called  her 
ffim,  and  the  disposition  of  her  sails  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner,  are  articles  in  which  the  knowledge  of  meciiaitloi 
cannot  but  be  greatly  assistant  And,  perhaps,  tltt  appKca* 
tlou  of  this  kind  of  knowledge  to  naval  feUMects  mikV  produce 
as  great  improvements  in  s^ing  and  working  a  smp,  as  it 
has  already  done  in  many  other  matters  conducive  to  the  ease 
and  convenience  of  human  lifb ;  since*  when  the  fabric  of  a 
ship  and  the  varietv  of  her  sails  arc  considered,  together  with 
the  artificial  contrivances  for  adapting  them  to  her  different 
motions,  as  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  these  things  have  been 
brought  about  by  more  than  ordinary  sagacity  and  inVen-^ 
tion ;  so  neither  can  It  be  doubted  but  that,  in  some  eonjun<j^ 
tures,  a  speculative  and  scientific  turn  of  mind  may  find  out 
the  m^ans  of  directing  and  disposing  this  complicated  nie- 
i&hflniim  much  more  advantageously  than  can  be  done  by 
mere  habit,  or  by  a  servile  copying  of  what  others  may  have, 
perhaps  erroneously,  practised  in  similar  emergencies.  But 
it  is  time  to  finish  this  digression,  and  to  leave  the  reader  to 
the  perusal  of  the  ensuing  work,  which,  with  how  little  art 
I06ver  it  may  be  executed,  will  yet,  from  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  the  utility  and  excellence  of  the  mnterlais, 
merit  souife  share  of  the  public  attention. 


■*4i  ^m . 


ii: 


f>   i 


SEcrio?r 


(I  I 


J 
I 

t'. . 


I /It 


ij 


i 


2a« 


%.L,...r.^. 


Early  Circumnavigations 


SimoM  1. 


.  PART  II.  BOOKiy. 

>  th. 


€^the  Bt^uipment  of  the  Squadron,  anfi  the  Incidentt  rdating 
to  itijrom  itsJirU  Appointment  to  Ut  netting  Sailjnm  St 
.    Heiene, 

Thb  squadrpn  under  the  command  ofMxAn^ao,  of  whid^ 
1  here;  propose  to  recite  the  most  material  proceedinga,  hm 
ving  anideigone  many  changes  in  its  destination,  its  forofv  and 
its  equipment)  during  the  ten  months  between  its  origii^al 
appomtment  and  its  final  sailing  from  St  Helens,  I  conceive 
tneh^g^im  of  these  alterations  is  a  detail  necessary  to  he 
madepuiDric^  both  for  the  honour  of  those  who  first  planned 
and  promoted  this  enterprize,  and  to  the  justification  of  thos^ 
who  have  been  oitrusted  with  its . execution ;  since  it' will 
from  hence  appear,  that  the  accidents  the  expedition  was 
afterwards  ^Eposed  to,  and  which  prevented  it  from  produ- 
cing all  the  national  advantages  the  strength  of  the  squadron 
anathe  expectation  of  the  public  seam^  to  presage,  were 
principally  owing  to  a  series  of  interruptions,  which  ddayed 
the  commander  in  the  course  of  his  preparations,  and  wluch 
it  exceeded  his  utmost  industry  either  to  avoid  or  get  r^ 
moved.  .4 

When,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  summer  1739,  it  was  fore- 
seen that  a  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  some  considerable  persons,  then  trusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  aflhirs,  that  the  most  prudent  step  the  nation  could 
take,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  was  attacking  that 
crown  in  her  distant  settlements ;  for  by  this  means,  as  at 
that  time  there  was  the  greatest  probabili^  of  success,  it  was 
supposed  that  we  shouldcut  off  the  principal  resources  of  the 
enemy,  and' should  reduce  them  to  the  necessitjr  of  sincerely 
desiring  a  peace,  as  they  would  be  deprived  of  the  returns  of 
that  treasure  by  which  alone  they  could  be  enabled  to  carry 
on  a  war. 

In  pursuance  of  these  sentiments,  several  projects  were 
examined,  and  several  resolutions  were  taken  by  the  couuciL 
And,  in  all  these  deliberations,  it  was  from  the  fini  deter.' 
mined,  that  George  Anson,  Esq.  then  captain  of  the  Centu- 
rion, should  be  employed  as  commander-in-chief  of  an  expe- 
dition of  this  kind:  and,  he  at  that  time  being  absent  on  a 
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cruicej,  a  TMsel  wm  dispatebed  ^  hi*  ttatioii  so  earl v  ai  the 
bf^rinning  of  Septonbar,  to  ordw  him  to  return  wkh  his  ship 
to  r^MtimouUi.  And  soon  after  he  came  Uiere*  tliat  \%,  on 
ih*  10th  Nofember  follomi^,  h«  received  a  letter  firom  Sir 
Cfaaries  Wager,  directing  him  to  repair  to  LosidMi,  and  to 
attend  the  board  of  Admiralty ;  where*  when  he  ai^rived,  he 
was  faifiurmed  by  Sir  Charles,  that  two  squadrons  would  be 
immediatdly  fitted  out  for  two  secret  expeditions,  which,  how<t 
ever,  would  have  some  connection  with  each  other ;  and  that 
hei^Mr  Anson*  waa  intended  to  command  one  of  them;  and 
that  Mr  CkirnwaU,  who  hath  since  lost  his  life  glorioa^  in 
defence  of  hu  country's  honour,  was  to  commana  the  other; 
that  the  squadron  under  Mr  Anson  was  to  tak^  on  board 
threie  independent  companies  of  an  hundred  men  eadi,  and 
Bland's  r^ment  of  foot;  that  Colonel  Bland  waa  likewise 
to  embark  with  his  regiment,  and  to  commind  t&e  land- 
forces  ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  this  squadron  could  be  fitted  for 
sea,  thev  were  to  sail,  with  express  orders  to  touch  at  no 
place  till  they  came  to  JaVa-Head  in  the  East-Indies;  that 
they  were  there  only  to  stop  to  take  in  water,  and  thence  to 
proceed  directly  to  the  city  of  Manilla  in  Lu9onia,  one  dP  die 
Philippine  isknds;  that  the  other  squadron,  of  equal  force 
with  this  commanded  by  Mr  Anson,  was  intended  to  pasa 
round  Cu>e  Horn  into  the  South  Seas,  to  range  along  thajt 
coast ;  ana,  after  cruizing  upon  th^  enemy  in  those  parts,  and 
attempting  their  settlements,  this  squadron,  in  its  return,  was 
to  rendezvous  at  Manilla,  there  to  join  the  squadron  undo; 
Mr  Anson,  where  they  were  to  refresh  their  men,  and  to  re- 
fit their  ships,  and  perhaps  receive  orders  for  other  consider-' 
able  enterprnes.  '  >u. 

This  scheme  was  doubtless  extremely  well  projected,  and 
could  .not  but  have  greatly  advanced  the  public  service,  and 
the  reputation  and  fortune  of  those  concerned  in  its  execu- 
tion ;  for,  had  Mr  Anson  proceeded  to  Manilla  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  proposed  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  he  would 
in  all  probability  have  arrived  there  before  they  had  received 
any  advice  of  the  war  between  us  and  Spain,  and  consequent- 
ly before  they  had  been  in  the  least  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  an  oiemy,  or  had  any  apprdiensions  of  their  danger. 
The  city  of  Manilla  might  well  be  supposed  to  have  been  at 
that  time  in  the  same  defenceless  omdition  with  all  the  other 
Spanish  settlements,  just  at  the  breaking  out  <tf  the  war;  that 
i%  theit'  fortifications  neglected,  and  in  many  places  decayed ; 
J»fe>(^;iyo^;'^  .n---- :-  •-.-    .,  ,;.    :.■;  their 
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tlMiir  ounMm  diiaioitBtfed^  or  raiidand  unfeii  bj  the,  aonl* 
daring  of  tiwir  oirrkign'}  tii^ir  nutgpiinM^  b«th  of  mOiteiy 
atom  and  prDviabi)%  all  aHaptf  1  tbair  ttartiioH  iiiipaid«  ino 
oMMqiMiKlx  thin»  itt  aAcM,  and  dispirited^  and  the  to^ 
dMbta  of  Para,  whanoa  dona  all  thaae  disord«n  codd  raoatti 
ladinaa^  drained  to  the  Tcry  bottom.  Thii,  firom  the  iniaiy 
•apt^  kftten  «ff  tkair  ncarOjrs  and  govemon^  ii  well  known 
to  bava  baan  the  ddencalen  alala  of  Pan8iki%  dad  the  other 
•laoeaon  diaooaitofthoSoiithSeaifbr  nearatwehperoonth 
after  tmt  deddaration  of  war.  Add  it  cannot  be  auppDaed  that 
the  d^  iof  Manilla*  removed  atill  iiirther  by  ahnoit  Silf  the 
cncamferanae  of  the  globe,  ahonld  hiwre  experienced  from 
the  Spanish  government  a  greater  share  of  atteatien  for  its 
aeoarity  than  Panama^  and  the  other  important  ports  in  Pern 
and  Chili)  on  tirhidi  their  possession  of  that  immense  empire 
depends.  Indeod«  it  is  now  well  known  that  Manilla  was  at 
that  time  ind^iable  of  making  any  considerable  defence^  and* 
in  ail  probability^  would  have  siitrendered  only  on  the  ap« 
pearance  of  oor  squadron  before  it.  The  consequende  of  tma 
eity»  and  the  island  it.  stands  on»  may»  in  some  measttt^  be 
aaumated  fr^  the  known  healthiness  of  its  air*  the  axcellenoa 
of  ita  port  and  bay*  the  number  aild  wealth  of  its  JidMbitAnta^ 
and  the  very  ektensive  and  beneficial  commerce  it  carried  on 
to  the  principal  ports  in  Uie  East-Indies  and  Chinay  and  its 
teclusive  trade  to  AcopuFcoi  the  returns  for  which  alom^ 
being  made  in  silver,  arc,  upon  the  lowest  caiculatieBy  flM 
las  UiMi  three  millions  of  dolkrs  yearly^ 

On  this  scheme  Sir  Charles  Wager  was  so  iMent»  thit,  dA 
iha  l8th  Decombar»  a  £ew  days  only  before  this  first  con* 
ferencC)  Mr  Anson  received  an  order  to  take  under  hia  com* 
inand  the  Aroyle,  Severn*  Pearl,  Wa^er,  and  Tryal  sloop ; 
ind  other  ormrs  were  issued  to  him^  in  the  same  month  and 
in  December*  rdating  to  the  victualling  of  this  squadron* 
But,  on  attending  the  Admiralty  in  the  banning  of  Jaa** 
«ry)  1740,  Mr  Anson  was  informed  by  Sir  Charles  Wager* 
tfiat,  tor  reasons  with  which  he  was  not  acquainted,  th^  ex^ 
peditipn  to  Manilla  was  laid  aside.  It  may  wdi  be  conceived 
that  Mr  Anson  was  exuremdy  chagrined  at  loang  the  conaH 
mand  of  ao  infidUble,  so  honourable,  and  in  every  respect  so 
desirable  ao  enterprize ;  especially  as  he  had  already,  at  a 
very  great  expenc^  made  the  necessary  provision  for  bis  own 
accommodation  in  this  toyage,  which  he  had  reason  to  e»> 
pect  would  prove  very  long.  However,  to  render  this  di** 
1    ;:'  ■  rMW^:'"^         appointment 


CHAP.  xiy.  sscT.i.        Caftain  Jmon. 


«t5 


appomtmoit  more  tekniblef  Sir  Qmrles  Wagtr  Infofmed 
him  Aat  the  expedition  to  the  South  Sea  \tra8  snU  intended ; 
Md  dbatiiB^  lk&  Anson,  and  his  squadron,  ai  their  first  des> 
tbifttion  was  now  countermanded,  should  be  employed  in 
that  senrioe.  And,  on  the  tOth  January,  1 740^  he  received 
Us  commission,  appointing  him  commander-in-chief  of  the 
befiir»4nentianed  squadn»^  iihe  Argyle  being  in  the  course 
ctf  prefwration  exchanged  for  the  OteAicester,  with  idiich  he 
sailed  above  ei^t  months  afterwards  from  St  Helens.  On 
^is  change  oi  destination,  the  equipment  of  the  squadron 
was  still  prosecuted  with  as  much  vigour  as  ever  $  and  the 
viefoalting,  and  whatever  depended  on  the  commodore,  was 
80<m  so  far  advanced,  that  he  conceived  the  ships  might  be 
capable  of  puttine  to  sea  the  instant  he  should  receive  bw 
iinal  orders,  of  which  he  was  in  daily  expectation. 

At  lengthy  on  the  £8th  June^  1 740^  the  Puke  of  Newcastle^ 
principal  secretary  of  state,  ddivered  to  him  his  majesty's  in- 
structions, dated  on  the  31st  of  January  preceding,  with  an 
additional  instruction  from  the  lords  justices,  (Uted  I9th 
June.  On  the  receipt  of  these^  Mr  Anson  immediately  re< 
paired  to  Spithead,  with  a  resolution  to  sail  with  the  first  fiur 
wind,  flattering  himself  that  all  his  difficulties  were  now  at  an 
end:  for  though  he  knew  by  the  muster  that  bis  squadron 
wanted  three  hundred  men  of  thmr  complement,  a  deficiency 
he  had  not,  with  all  his  assiduit^r,  been  able  to  get  supplied^ 
yi^  as  Sir  Charles  Wager  had  informed  him  that  an  order 
from  the  board  of  Admiralty  was  sent  to  Sir  John  Norris  to 
i^are  him  the  numbers  which  he  wanted,  he  doubted  not  of 
its  being  complied  with.  But,  on  his  arrival  at  Portsmouth, 
he  found  himself  greatly  mistaken  and  disappointed  in  this 
persuasion :  for,  on  apphcation,  Sir  John  Norris  told  him  he 
could,  spare  him  none,  as  he  wanted  men  for  his  own  fleet. 
This  occasioned  an  inevitable  and  very  considerable  delay, 
and  it  was  the  end  of  Jtiy  before  this  deficiency  was  by  afly 
means  supplied,  and  all  that  was  then  done  was  extremdy 
short  of  his  necessities  and  expectation ;  for  Admiral  Ba£> 
chen,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  at  Spithead,  after  Sir 
John  Norris  had  sailed  to  the  westward,  instead  of  three 
hundred  sailors  which  Mr  Anson  wanted  of  bis  complement 
ordered  on  board  the  squadron  an  hundred  and  seventy  men 
only,  of  which  thirty-two  were  from  the  hospital  and  sick- 
quarters,  thirty-seven  cien  from  the  Salisbury,  with  threib 
officers  and  ninety-eight  marines  of  Colonel  Lowther's  regi- 
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nwnt ;  and  these  were  all  that  were  ever  granted  to  make  up 
the  forementioned  deficiency. 

But  the  commodore's  mortification  did  not  end  here.  It 
has  been  already  observed,  that  it  was  at  first  intended  that 
Colonel  Bland's  regiment,  and  three  independent  companies 
of  an  hundred  men  each,  should  embark  as  land-forciis  on 
board  the  squadran.  But  this  diqxwition  was  now  chaneed ; 
and  all  the  land-forces  that  were  to  be  allowed  were  five  hun- 
dred invalids,  to  be  collected  from  the  AUjt-pensioners  of 
Chelsea  Colli^.  As  these  consisted  of  soldiers,  who,  from 
dteir  affe,  wounds,  and  other  circumstances,  were  incapable 
of  servmg  in  marching  regiments,  Mr  Anson  was  much 
chagrined  at  having  such  a  decrepid  detachment  allotted  to 
him;  for  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  the  createst  part  of 
them  would  perish  long  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  scene 
pf  action,  since  the  delays  he  had  already  experienced  neces- 
sarily confined  his  passage  round  Cape  Florn  to  the  most  ri-^ 
gorous  season  of  the  year.  Sir  Charles  Wager  joined  in 
opinion  with  the  commodore,  that  invalids  were  by  no  means 
proper  for  this  service,  and  strenuously  solicited  to  have  them 
e&cnanged.i  But  he  was  told,  that  persons  who  were  consi- 
dered better  judges  of  soldiers  than  he  or  Mr  Anson,  thought 
them  the  properest  men  that  could  be  employed  on  this  oc- 
casion; and,  upon  this  determination,  they  were  ordered  on 
txMrd  the  squadron  on  the  5th  of  August.  But,  instead  of 
five  hundred,  there  came  no  more  on  board  than  two  hun- 
dred and  filly-nine;  for  all  those  who  had  limbs  and  strength 
to  walk  out  of  Portsmouth  deserted,  leaving  only  those  Be- 
hind who  were  literally  invalids,  most  of  them  being  sixty 
years  of  age,  and  some  upwards  of  seventy.  Indeed,  it  is 
flifficvilt  to  conceive  a  mpre  moving  scene  than  the  embarka- 
tion of  these  unhoppy  veterans :  they  were  themselves  ex- 
tremely averse  from  the  service  in  which  they  were  engaged* 
and  fully  aj^rized  of  alt  the  disasters  they  were  afterwards 
^posed  to,  the  apprehensions  of  vrhiph  were  strongly  mark  , 
ed  by  the  concern  which  appeared  in  their  countenances, 
which  wa$  mixed  with  np  small  degree  of  indignation  to  be 
thus  hurried  from  their  repose  into  a  fatiguine  employ,  to 
which  neither  the  strength  pf  their  bodies  nor  the  vigour  of 
their  minds,  were  any  way  proportioned ;  and  in  which,  with- 
out seeing  Uie  face  of  an  enemy,  or  in  the  least  promoting 
Ihe  success  of  the  enterprize,  they  would  in  all  probability 
)ise|essly  perish  by  lingering  and  painful  diseases ;  and  thi^ 

too, 
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too,  flfler  they  had  spent  thie  activity  and  strength  of  thoir 
youth  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

I  cannot  but  observe,  on  this  melancholy  incident,  how  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  it  was,  both  to  this  a^ed  and  diseased  dti- 
tachroent,  and  to  the  expedition  in  which  they  were  en^^-. 
ged,  that^  amongst  all  the  out-pensioners  of  Chelsea  College, 
which  were  supposed  to  amount  to  two  thousand  men,  the  most 
crazy  and  infirm  only  should  be  called  out  for  so  laborious 
and  perilous  an  undertaking;  for  it  was  well  knowfi,  how- 
ever unfit  invalids  in  general  micht  lie  for  this  service,  yet, 
by  a  prudent  choice,  there  might  have  been  found  amongst 
them  five  hundred  men  who  hod  some  remains  of  vigour ; 
iind  Mr  Anson  fully  expected  tliat  the  best  of  them  would 
have  been  allotted. to  him;  whereas  the  whole  detachment 
sent  seemed  to  be  made  up  of  the  most  decrepid  and  miser- 
able objects  that  could  be  collected  out  of  the  whole  body ; 
and  by  the  desertion  already  mentioned,  even  these  wero 
cleared  of  the  little  strength  and  health  which  were  to  be 
found  am(»iff  them,  and  he  had  to  take  up  with  such  as  wqr^ 
much  fitter  for  an  infirmary  than  for  any  military  duty. 

It  is  here  also  necessary  to  mention  another  material  par- 
ticular in  the  equipment  of  this  squadron.  After  it  was  de- 
termined that  Mr  Anson  should  be  sent  to  the  .South  Sea»  it 
was  proposed  to  Mr  Anson  to  take  with  him  two  persons  un- 
der, the  denomination  of  agent- victuallers..  Those  inentioned 
for  this  employment  had  been  formerly  in  the  Spanish  Amc- 
xican  colonies,  in  the  service  of  the  South- Sea  Company,  and 
it  was  supposed,  that,  by  their  knowledge  and  intelligence  on 
that  coast,  they  might  often  procure  provisions  for  the  squa- 
dron by.  compiact  with  the  inhabitants,  when  they  were  not 
to  be  got  by  force  of  arms.  .  These  agent-victuallers  were, 
for  this  purpose,  to  be  allowed  to  carry  to  the  value  of  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  in  merchandize  on  board  the  squadron,  as 
.they,  represented  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  procure 
provisions  in  excliange  for  goods,  than  for  the;  value  of  (he 
same  goods  in  money.  Whatever  colours  were  given  to  this 
scheme^  it  was  difficult  to  persuade  the  generality  of  mankind 
that  it  was  not  principally  intended  for  the  enrichment  of  the 
agents,  by  the  beneficial  commerce  they  proposed  to  carry  on 
upon  that  coast.  From  tlie  beginning,  Mr  Anson  objected 
both  to  the  appointment  of  agent- victuallers  and  to  allowing 
thrai  to  carry  a  cargo  on  board  the  squadron ;  for  he  conpci^ 
yed  that  in  those  lew  amicable  ports  where  the  squadron 
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might  touch,  he  needed  not  th  }ir  aniitance  to  contract  for 
any  proviiions  thew  plsce*  dK>rded  i  and)  when  on  theen^* 
raft  coast,  he  did  not  imagine  thej  could  ever  procure  him 
the  neceuaries  he  should  want,  unless  the  militai7  operaticmt 
of  his  squadron  were  to  be  regukted  by  the  ridiculous  Tiewi 
of  their  trading  prefects,  with  which  he  was  resolved  not  to 
comply.  All  uiat  he  thought  the  government  ought  to  have 
done,  of  this  kind,  was  to  put  on  board,  to  the  value  of  two 
or  three  thousand  pounds,  of  such  goods  only  as  were  «ui|- 
able  for  the  Indians,  or  Uie  Spanish  planters  on  the  less  cul- 
tivated  parts  of  the  coast,  as  it  was  m  such  places  only  that 
he  considered  it  might  be  worth  while  to  truck  with  the  ene* 
my  for  provisions,  and  it  was  sufficiently  evident  that  a  very 
small  cargo  would  suffice  for  such  places. 

Although  the  commodore  dbjected  both  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  officers  and  to  their  project,  of  the  ill  success 
of  which  he  had  no  question,  ve^  as  they  had  insinuated 
that  their  scheme^  besides  victualling  the  squadron,  miffht  con- 
tribute to  the  setding  a  trpde  on  that  coast  which  m^t  after- 
wards be  carried  on  without  difficult,  and  might  MOome  of 
yeiy  considerable  national  advantage  thev  were  much  listened 
to  by  sevoral  omsiderable  persons ;  and,  of  the  fifteen  thousand 
pounds,  which  was  to  be  the  amount  of  their  cargo^  Uie  go- 
yenunent  agreed  to  advance  Aem  ten  thousand  pNOunds  upon 
imprest,  and  the  remaining  five  thousand  they  raised  on  Dot<^ 
tomry  btmds,  and  the  good%  purchased  with  this  latter  sum 
were  all  that  were  put  on  board  the  squadron,  how  much  so- 
ever their  amount  might  be  afterwards  magnified  fay  common 
T^Bort.  This  cargo  was  shipped  at  first  in  the  Wager  store- 
ship,  and  one  of  the  victuallers,  no  part  of  it  being  admitted 
<m  Doard  the  men-of-war;  but,  when  the  commodore  Was  at 
i^t  Catharine^s,  he  considered,  in  case  the  squadron  might 
be  separated,  that  it.  might  be  pretended  that  some  of  the 
ships  were  disappointed  of  provisions  for  want  of  a  cargo  to 
truck  with,  wherefore  he  distributed  some  of  the  least  mi)ky 
ccnnmodities  on  board  the  men-of-war,  leaving  the  remainder 
IHrincipally  on  board  the  Wager,  in  which  it  was  lost,  and 
more  of  the  goods  perishing,  by  various  accidents  to  be  re- 
cited afterwards,  and  as  no  part  of  them  being  disposed  of  on 
the  coast,  the  few  that  came  home  to  fingland,  wheli  sold, 
did  not  produce  above  a  fourth  part  of  the  original  cost  So 
true  was  thecommodore'sjudgmentof  theeventof  this  pro- 
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jectt  which  had  been  oonsidered  by  ina^y  ai  infiiUibly  pro- 
ductive of  imm'*  i«gain. 

We  return  to  the  traniacUoni  at  Portunouth.    To  luf^ 
ply  the  plaoe  oC  the  two  hundred  and  forty  inYalidt  who  had 
deserted  there  were  ordered  on  board  two  hundred  and  ten 
auurineii  drafted  from  diiferent  regiments.    These  were  raw 
and  undisciplined  ment  just  raised,  and  had  scarcely  any 
thing  more  of  the  soldier  than  their  r^imental%  none  <m 
them  haying  been  so  far  trained  as  to  be  permitted  to  fire. 
The  but  of  these  detachments  came  on  board  on  the  8th 
AvmMt,  and  on  the  10th  the  squadron  dropped  down  from 
l^ithead  to  St  Helen's,  there  to  wait  tot  a  wind  to  proceed 
on  the  expedition.    The  ddays  we  had  already  suffered  had 
not  jet  vjpent  all  their  influence ;  for  we  were  now  advanced 
to  that  season  of  the  year  when  the  westerly  winds  are  usn« 
ally  very  prevalent  and  violent ;  and  it  was  thought  proper 
Uiat  we  snould  put  to  sea  in  company  with  the  fleet  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Balchen,  and  the  expedition  under  Lord 
Cathcart.    As  we  now  made  up  in  all  twenty-one  sail  of 
men-of-war,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  sail  of  merw 
chant  ships  and  transports,  we  had  no  hopes  of  getting  out 
of  the  channel  with  so  large  a  fleet)  without  the  continuance 
of  a  fair  wind  for  a  considerable  time,  and  this  was  what  we 
had  every  day  less  and  less  reason  to  expect,  as  the  time  of 
the  equinox  drew  near ;  wherefore  our  golden  dreams  and 
ideal  possession  of  the  Peruvian  treasures  grew  every  day 
more  faint,  and  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  passage 
round  Cape  Horn,  in  the  winter  season,  filled  our  imagina* 
tions  in  their  room.    It  was  forty  days  from  our  arrival  at  St 
Helens  to  our  final  departure  from  that  place;  and  even 
then,  having  orders  to  proceed  without  Lord  Cathcart,  we 
tided  down  uie  channel  with  a  contrary  wind.     But  this  in- 
terval of  forty  days  was  not  free  from  the  displeasing  fatigue 
of  often  setting  sail,  and  being  as  often  obliged  to  return,  nor 
exempt  from  dangers  greater  than  have  been  sometimes  un- 
dergone in  surrounding  the  globe.    For  the  wind  coming 
fair  for  the  first  time  on  the  23d  Auffust,  we  oot  under  sail, 
and  Admiral  Balchen  shewed  himself  truly  solicitous  to  have 
proceeded  to  sea ;  but  the  wind  soon  returned  to  its  old  quar- 
ter, and  obliged  us  to  put  back  to  St  Helens,  not  witnout 
considerable  hazard,  and  some  damage  received  by  two  of 
the  transports,  which  ran  foul  of  each  other  when  tacking.  < 
We  made  two  or  three  other  attempts  to  sail,  but  without 
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any  better  bucccm  ;  and,  on  the  6th  September,  being  re- 
tamed  to  anchor  at  St  Helens,  after  one  of  those  fnmlets 
attempt!,  the  wind  blew  so  freth  that  the  whole  fleet  had  to 
strike  yards  and  topmasts  to  prevent  drifting :  Yet,  notwith- 
standing this  precaution,  the  Centurion  drove  next  evening, 
and  brought  both  cables  a-head,  when  we  were  in  no  small 
danger  ofgetting  foul  of  the  Prince  Frederick,  aieventy-gun 
ship,  which  was  moored  only  a  small  distance  under  our 
stern,  but  we  happily  escaped,  in  consequence  of  her  drift- 
ing at  the  same  time,  by  which  she  preserved  her  distance, 
yet  we  did  not  think  ourselves  safe  till  we  at  lost  let  go  our 
sheet  anchor,  w)iich  fortunately  brought  us  up. 

We  were  in  some  measure  relieved  from  this  lingering  and 
vexatious  situation  on  the  9th  September,  by  an  order  then 
received  by  Commodore  Anson,  from  the  lords  justices,  to 
put  to  sea  on  the  first  opportunity,  with  his  own  squadron 
only,  if  Lord  Cnthcart  should  not  be  ready.  Being  thus 
freed  from  the  troublesome  company  of  so  large  a  fleet,  our 
commodore  rbsolvcd  to  weigh  and  tide  it  down  channel,  as 
soon  as  the  weather  should  become  suflicicntly  moderate,  and 
this  might  easily  have  been  done  by  our  squadron  full  two 
months  sooner,  had  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty  for  supply- 
ing us  with  seamen  been  pifnctually  complied  with,  and  had 
we  met  with  none  of  those  other  delays  mentioned  in  this 
nan'atlon.  Even  now,  our  hopes  of  a  speedy  departure  were 
somewhat  damped,  by  a  subsequent  order  which  Mr  Anson 
received  on  the  12th  September,-  by  which  he  was  required 
to  take  under  his  convoy  the  St  Albans  and  the  Turkey 
fleet,  and  to  join  the  Drugon  and  the  Winchester,  with  the 
Straits  and  American  trade,  at  Torbay  or  Plymouth,  and  to 
proceed  with  them  to  sea  as  far  as  their  way  and  ours  lay  to- 
gethier.  This  encumbrance  of  convoy  gave  ua  some  uneasi- 
ness, fearing  it  might  lengthen  our  passage  to  Madeira: 
However,  having  now  the  command  to  himself,  Mr  Anson 
resolved  to  tide  down  channel  with  the  first  moderate  wea- 
ther ;  and,  that  the  junction  of  the  convoy  might  occasion  as 
little  loss  of  time  as  possible,  he  immediately  sent  directions 
to  Torbay  that  the  fleet  he  was  there  to  take  charge  of  should 
be  in  readiness  to  join  him  instantly  on  his  approach.  And 
at  last,  on  the  18th  September,  he  weighed  from  St  Helens, 
and,  though  the  wind  was  at  first  contrary,  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  get  clear  of  the  channel  in  four  days,  as  willbe  more 
particularly  related  in  the  ensuing  section. 
rvu  Having 
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Having  thui'  ffone  throagh  the  respectivd  stcpi  taken  itl 
the  equipment  of  this  squadron,  it  must  be  sufficiently  obvio 
ous  how  different  an  aspect  the  expedition  bore  at  its  first 
appointment  in  the  begmning  of  January*  from  what  it  did 
in  the  latter  end  of  September,  when  it  left  the  channel,  and 
how  much  its  numbers,  its  strength,  and  the  probability  of 
its  success  were  diminished  bv  tne  various  incidents  wnich 
took  place  in  that  interval.  For,  instead  of  having  all  our 
old  and  ordinary  seamen  exchanged  for  such  as  were  voung 
and  able,  which  the  commodore  was  at  first  promised,  and 
having  our  cbmplement  complete  to  its  full  number,  we  were 
obliged  to  retain  our  first  crews,  which  were  very  indifferent ; 
and  a  deficiency  of  three  hundred  men  in  our  numbers  was 
no  otherwise  made  up  than  by  sending  on  board  an  hundred 
and  seventy  men,  the  greatest  part  ofwhom  were  discharged 
from  hospitals,  or  new-raised  marines  who  had  never  been 
at  sea  before.  In  the  land-forces  allotted  to  us,  the  chatige 
was  still  more  disadvantageous ;  as,  instead  of  Bland's  regi- 
ment of  foot,  which  was  an  old  one,  and  three  independent 
companies  of  an  hundred  men  each,  we  had  only  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy  invalids  and  marines,  one  part  of  whom  were 
incapable  of  action,  by  their  age  and  infirmities,  and  the 
other  part  useless,  by  ignorance  of  their  duty.  But  the  di- 
minution of  the  strength  of  the  squadron  was  not  the  great- 
est inconveniency  which  attended  these  alterations ;  for  the 
contests,  representations,  and  difficulties  which  they  continue' 
ally  produced,  as  we  have  seen  above  that  the  authority  of 
the  Admiralty  in  these  cases  was  not  always  submitted  to> 
occasioned  a  delay  and  waste  of  time,  which,  in  its  consequen- 
ces, was  the  source  of  all  the  disasters  to  which  the  enter- 
prize  was  afterwards  exposed.  For,  owing  to  these  circum^ 
stances,  we  were  forcea  to  make  our  passage  round  Cape 
Horn  at  the  most  tempestuous  season  of  the  year,  whence 
proceeded  the  separation  of  our  squadron,  the  loss  of  nuih'> 
bers  of  our  men,  and  the  imminent  hazard  of  our  total  de^ 
atruction.  By  this  delay  also,  the  enemy  had  been  so  well 
informed  of  our  designs,  that  a  person  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  arrived 
-from  Panama  three  or  four  days  before  we  left  Portsmouth, 
was  able  to  relate  to  Mr  Anson  most  of  the  particulars  of  the 
destination  and  strenoth  of  our  squadron,  inun  what  he  had 
learnt  from  the  Spaniards  before  he  ?eft  them.  This  was  af- 
terwards confirmed  by  a  more  extraordinary  cir<;umstance; 
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for  w«  shall  findi  that  when  the  Spaniard!*  fully  Mtltfied  of 
our  expedition  being  intended  for  the  South  Seas*  had  fitted 
out  a  iquadron  before  vu,  which  had  lo  far  got  the  start  aa 
to  arrive  before  ut  at  the  island  of  Madeira,  Uie  commander 
of  this  squadron  was  so  well  instructed  in  the  form  and  make 
of  Mr  Anson's  broad  pendant,  and  had  imitated  it  so  exact* 
\y,  that  he  thereby  decoyed  the  Pearl,  one  of  our  squadron, 
within  gun-shot  en  him,  before  the  captain  of  the  Pearl  waa 
able  to  discover  the  deception. 
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SictiomII. 

The  Paaagefrom  St  Helens  to  the  Island  of  Madeira,  with  m 
short  Account  of  that  Islandf  and  of  our  Sta^  thre. 

As  observed  in  the  preceding  section,  thesquadroBweigli«. 
ed  from  St  Helens  witn  a  contrary  wind  on  the  18th  of  Sep« 
fember,  1740,  our  commodore  proposing  to  tide  down  tne 
channel,  as  he  less  dreaded  the  inconveniences  we  might  have 
thereby  to  struogle  witli,  than  the  risk  he  should  run  of  ruin- 
ing the  enterpnze  by  an  uncertain,  and,  in  all  probabiHty»  a 
tedious  attendance  for  a  fair  wind. 

Tlie  squadron  allotted  for  this  expedition  consisted  of  five 
men-of-war,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  two  victuallers.  These  were^ 
the  Centurion  of  60  guns,  and  400  men,  Georae  Anson,  £sq» 
comn.ander;  the  Gloucester,  of  50  gans,  and  SOO  men,  Ri- 
chard Norrifl,  commander ;  the  Severn,  of  50  guns,  and  900 
men,  the  Honourable  Edward  Legg,  commander;  the  Pear), 
of  40  guns,  and  250  men,  Matthew  Mitchell,  commander; 
the  "Wager,  of  28  guns,  and  160  men,  Dandy  Kidd,  com- 
mander; the  Tryofsloop,  of  8  guns,  and  100  men,  the  Ho- 
nourable John  Murray,  commander.  The  two  victuallers 
were  pinks,  the  largest  of  about  four  hundred  tons  burden ; 
and  these  were  to  attend  us  till  the  provisions  we  had  on  board 
were  so  far  consumed  as  to  make  room  for  the  additional 

aoanti^  thev  carried,  which  waa  then  to  be  taken  into  our 
hips,  and  they  were  to  be  discharged.  Besides  the  before- 
mentioned  complements  of  men  borne  by  the  ships  as  their 
crews,  there  were  embarked  in  our  squadron  about  470  in- 
valids and  marines,  as  particularly  mentioned  in  last  section, 
under  the  denomination  of  land-forces,  which  were  con^ 
monded  by  Lieutenant-Cokmel  Cracherode. 

With 
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With  thii  iaaadron»  together  with  the  St  Albant  and 
Lukt  and  the  Turkey  trade  under  their  convoy,  wa  tided 
down  channel  for  the  first  forty-eight  houn.  In  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  SOth»  we  diicovered  the  Dragon,  Winchester, 
South-Sea  Castle,  and  Rye,  with  a  number  of  merchantmen 
under  their  convoy,  waitmg  for  ui  off  the  Ram-head.  We 
jofaied  there  the  same  day  aljKMit  noon,  the  commodore  ha- 
ving orders  to  see  them,  together  with  the  convoy  of  tho  St 
AUmus  and  Lark,  as  far  as  their  course  and  ours  hiy  to- 

Slher*  When  we  came  in  sight  of  this  last-mentioned  ship» 
r  Anson  first  hoisted  his  broad  pendant,  and  was  sainted 
by  all  the  raen-o^war  in  company.  After  joining  this  last 
convoy,  we  made  up  eleven  men-of-war,  and  about  150  sail 
of  merchant  ships,  consisting  of  the  Turkov,  the  StraitSi  and 
the  American  trades.  The  same  day  Mr  Anson  made  a  s^ 
nal  for  all  captains  of  men-o^war  to  come  on  board,  when 
he  delivered  them  their  fighting  and  sailing  instructions,  and 
then  we  all  stood  to  the  &  W.  with  a  fair  wind ;  so  that  next 
day  at  noon,  being  the  2 1st,  we  hod  run  forty  leagues  beyond 
the  Ram-head.  Being  now  clear  of  the  land,  our  commo- 
dore^ to  render  our  view  more  extensive,  ordered  Captam 
Mitdiell,  in  the  Pearl,  to  make  sail  two  leagues  orhead  of  the 
fleet  every  morning,  and  to  repair  ^o  hia  station  every  even- 
ing. Thus  we  proceeded  till  the  25tb,  when  the  Winches- 
ter, with  the  American  convoy,  made  the  concerted  signal 
for  leave  to  separate,  and  this  being  answered  by  the  com- 
modore^ they  lefl  us.  which  waa  done  by  the  St  Albans  and 
the  Dragon  u  the  !^4th,  with  the  Turkey  and  Straits  con- 
voys. 

There  now  remained. only  our  own  squadron  and  the  two 
victuallers,  with  which  we  stood  on  our  course  for  the  island 
of  Matjeiiu.  But  the  winds  were  so  contrary,  that  we  had 
the  morutication  to  be  forty  days  on  our  passage  to  that  is- 
land from  St  Helens,  though  it  is  ofteii  known  to  be  done 
in  ten  or  twelve.  Tliis  delay  was  most  unpleasant,  and  was 
productive  of  much  discontent  and  ill  humour  among  our 
people,  of  which  these  only  can  have  an  adequate  idea  who 
have  experienced  a  similar  situation :  I  or,  besides  the  pee- 
vishness and  despondency,  which  foul  and  contrary  winds, 
and  a  lingering  voyage,  never  fail  to  produce  on  !ui  occa^ 
sions,  we  in  particular  had  substantial  reasons  for  being 
greatly  alarmed  at  this  unexpected  impediment ;  since,  a& 
we  departed  from  England  much  later  than  we  ought  to 
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have  done^  we  had  placed  almost  all  our  hope  of  t^uccess  on 
die  chance  of  retrieving  in  Rome  measare  at  lea,  the.  timd 
we  had  so  unhappily  wasted  at  Spithead  and  St  Helens. 
At  last,  on  Monday  the  25th  October,  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  made  the  land  to  our  great  joy,  and  came  to  anchor 
in  the  afternoon  in  Madeira  road,  in  forty  fathoms,  the  Bra- 
zen Head  bearing  from  us  £.  by  S.  the  Loo  N.N.W.  and 
the  Great  Church  N.  N.  £.  W^e  had  hardly  let  go  our  an- 
chor when  an  English  privateer  sloop  ran  under  our  stern, 
and  saluted  the  commodore  with  nine  guns,  which  we  re^ 
turned  with  five.  Next  day  the  Engliui  consul  visited  the 
commodore,  and  was  saluted  with  nine  guns  on  coming  onj 
board. 

The  island  of  Madeira,  where  we  now  arrived,  is  famous 
trough  all  our  American  settlements  for  its  excellent  wines, 
which  seem  designed  by  Providence  for  the  refreshment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  torrid  zone.  It  is  situated  in  a  tine  climate, 
in  lat.  SS"  27'  N.  and  long,  from  London  18»  30'  to  19**  SO'  W. 
by  our  different  reckonings,  though  laid  down  in  the  charts  in 
17°. '  The  whole  island  is  composed  of  one  continued  hill  of 
considerable  height,  extending  from  east  to  west ;  the  decli" 
vity  of  which,  on  the  south  side,  is  cultivated  and  interspersed 
with  vineyards.  In  the  middle  of  this  slope  the  merchants 
have  their  country  seats,  which  contribute  to  form  a  very 
agreeable  prospect.  There  is  but  one  considerable  town, 
named  Fonchiale,  on  the  south  part  of  the  island,  situated 
at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay.  Towards  the  sea  it  is  de« 
fended  by  a  high  wall  with  a  battery  of  cannon,  besides  a 
castle  on  the  Loo,  which  is  a  rock  standing  in  the  water  nt 
a  small  distance  from  the  shore.  Tohchiale  is  the  only 
place  of  trade,  and  indeed  the  only  place  where  it  is  possible 
for  a  boat  to  land  ;  and  even  there  the  beach  is  so  covered 
with  great  stones,  and  so  violent  a  surf  beats  continually 
upon  it,  that  the  commodore  did  not  care  to  venture  the 
.long-boats  of  our  ships  in  fetching  off  water,  and  therefore 
ordered  the  captains  to  employ  Portuguese  boats  on  that 
service.  1" 

We  continued  about  a  week  at  this  island,  watering  our 

ships,  and  providing  the  squadron  with  wine  and  other  re- 

fresliments.      While  here,  on  the  3d  November,  Captain 

;^ ..  Richard 

«  {  '  The  charts  are  however  the  most  accurate,  as  tint  is  the  long,  of  the 
centre  of  Madeira,  in  our  best  modern  niapti. — £.  ^  , 
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Richard  Norris  signified  to  the  commodorei  by  letter,  hit 
desire  to  quit  the  command  of  the  Gloucester,  in  order  to 
return  to  England  for  the  recoveiy  of  his  health.  The  com- 
modore comi^ied  with  this  requeut,  and  was  pleased  to  ap- 
point Captain  Matthew  Mitchell  to  command  the  Olotices- 
ter  in  his  ro6m,  to  remove  Captain  Kidd  from  the  Wager 
to  the  Pearl,  and  Captain  Murray  from  the  Tryal  sloop  to 
the  Wager,  giving  the  command  of  the  Tryal  to  Lieutenant 
Cheap.  These  promotions  being  settled,  with  other  changes 
in  the  lieutenancies,  the  commodore,  on  the  4th  November, 
gave  to  the  captains  their  orders,  appointing  St  Jago,  one  of 
the  Cape  Verd  islands,  to  be  the  first  place  of  rendezvous  in 
case  of  separation ;  and.  if  they  did  not  meet  the  Centurion 
there,  directing  them  io  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the 
isliind  of  St  Catharine  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  The  water 
lor  the  squadron  being  that  day  completed,  and  each  ship 
supplied  with  as  much  wine  and  other  refreshments  as  they 
could  take  in,  we  weighed  anchor  in  the  afternoon,  and  took 
leave  of  Maideira.  But,  before  continuing  the  narrative  of 
our  transactions,  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  some  account 
of  the  proceeflings  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  measures  they 
had  taken  to  render  all  our  designs  abortive. 

On  visiting  the  governor  of  Madeira,  Mr  Anson  was  in- 
formed by  him,  that  for  three  or  four  days  in  the  latter  end  of 
October,  there  had  appeared  to  the  westward  of  the  island 
seven  or  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  a  patache,  which  last 
was  sent  close  in  with  the  land  every  day.  The  governor 
assured  our  commodore,  upon  his  honour,  that  no  person 
on  the  island  had  either  given  them  intelligence^  or  had  any 
sort  of  commurication  with  them.  He  believed  them  to  be 
either  French  or  Spanish,  but  was  rather  inclined  to  sup- 
pose the  latter.  On  this  intelligence,  Mr  Anson  sent  an 
ofiicer  in  a  clean  sloop  eight  leagues  to  the  westwards,  to 
reconnoitre  them,  and,  ii  possible,  to  discover  what  they 
were :  But  thip  officer  returned  without  having  seen  them, 
so  that  wc  still  remained  in  uncertainty ;  yet  we  could  not 
but  conjecture  that  this  fleet  was  intended  to  put  a  stop,  if 
possible,  to  our  expedition ;  and,  had  they  cruized  to  the 
eastward  of  the  island,  instead  of  the  westward,  they  could 
not  have  failed  in  doing  so :  for,  as  in  that  case  they  must 
infallibly  have  fallen  in  with  us,  we  should  have  been  under 
the  necessity  of  throwing  overboard  vast  quantities  of  pro- 
vlsionsj  to  clear  our  ships  for  action;  and  this  alone,  inde- 
f.m  ,  i,  .      •  ^    w     pendent 
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pendent  of  the  event  of  the  action,  would  have  effectually 
prevented  our  progress.  This  was  so  obvious  a  measure^ 
that  we  couid  not  help  ima^ning  reasons  which  might  have 
prevented  them  from  pursuing  it.  We  supposed,  there- 
fore^ that  this  French  or  Spanish  squadron,  having  advice 
Uiat  we  were  to  sail  in  company  with  Admiral  Balcnen  and 
Lord  Cathcart's  expedition,  miffht  not  think  it  adviseable 
to  meet  with  us  till  we  had  partM  company,  firom  apprehen- 
sion of  being  over-matched,  and  supposied  we  might  not  se- 
parate before  our  arrival  at  this  island.  These  were  our 
speculations  at  the  tim^  from  which  we  had  reason  to  sup- 
po^  we  might  still  fall  in  with  them,  in  our  way  to  the  Cape 
de  Ycrd  isbnds.  We  were  afVerwards  persuaded,  in  the 
course  of  our  expedition,  that  this  was  the  Spanish  squa- 
dron commanded  by  Don  Joseph  Pizarro^  sent,  out  pur- 
posely to  traverse  the  views  and  enterprizesof  our  squadron, 
to  which  they  were  greatly  superior  in  stren^.  As  this 
Spanish  armament  was  so  nearlv  connected  with  our  expe- 
dition, and  as  the  catastrophe,  if  underwent,  thougji  not  ef- 
fected by  our  foro^  was  yet  a  considerable  advantage  to  diia 
nation  produced  m  omsequence  of  our  equipment ;  I  h<xve» 
in  the  following  section,  given  a  summary  account  of  their 
proceedinj|s,  from  their  first  setting  out  from  Spain  in  1740, 
till  the  Asia,  the  only  ship  of  the  whole  squadron  that  re- 
turned to  Europe,  got  back  to  Corunna  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1746. 


)^ 


Shction  III. 

history  of  the  Spanish  Squadron  commanded  hy  Don  Josqfh 

Pizarro. 

Tub  squadron  fitted  out  by  tlie  court  of  Spain,  to  attend 
our  motions,  and  traverse  our  projects,  we  supposed  to  have 
been  the  ships  seen  off  Madeira.  As  this  force  was  sent  out 
particularly  against  our  expedition,  I  cannot  but  imagine 
th^t  the  following  history  of  its  casualties,  so  far  as  has  come 
to  my  knowledge,  by  intercepted  letters  and  other  informa- 
tion; is  an  essential  part  of  the  present  work.  For  it  will 
from  hence  appear,  that  we  were  the  occasion  of  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  Spanish  naval  power  being  diverted  from 
prosecuting  the  ambitious  views  of  that  court  in  Europe; 

and 
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and  wliAte^er  meu  and  ships  wete  liost  by  the  enemy  in  thie 
undertaking,  were  lost  in  consequence  of  the  precautiom 
di^  took  to  secure  ^emselves  asainst  our  expedition. 

This  squadroq,  besides  two  snipe  bound  for  the  West  In- 
dies, frhich  did  not  part  company  till  after  th^  left  Madei-* 
ra,  wag  conqxNicd  of  the  following  men-o&war,  commanded 
Imt  Don  Jos^  Pizarro.  The  Asia  of  66  guns  and  700  men, 
tpe  admiral's  dn[» ;  the  Ouipuscoa  of  74  guns  and  700  men ; 
the  Hermiona  ot  54  guns  and  500  men ;  the  Esperanza  of 
50  guns  and  450  men ;  the  St  Estevan  of  40  guns  and  850 
men ;  and  a  patache  of  20  guns. 

:  Over  and  ibove  their  complements  of  sailors  and  marines, 
diese  ships  had  on  board  an  old  Spanish  regiment  of  foot^ 
intended  to  reinforce  the  garrisons  on  the  coast  of  the  South- 
Siea.  Having  ctruised  some  davs  to  leeward  of  Madeira,  as 
fimnerly  mentioned,  they  left  thc<--  station  in  the'  bciginning 
of  November,  and  steered  for  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  5th  of  January  O.  S.  and  coming  to  an- 
chor in  the  bay  of  Maldonado,  at  the  mouth  of  that  river, 
their  admiral  sent  immediatdy  to  Buenos  Ayres  for  a  sup* 
-  ly  of  provisions,  having  left  Spain  with  only  four  months 
provisions  on  board.  While  waiting  this  supply,  they  re- 
ceived intelligence,  by  the  treachery  of  the  Portuguese  go- 
vernor of  St  Catharines,  of  Mr  Anson  having  arrived  at 
that  island  on  the  81st  December  precr*ding,  and  tli&t  he 
was  preparing  to  put  to  sea  again  with  the  utmost  expedi<* 
tion.  Notwithstandinff  his  superior  force,  Pizarro  had  his 
reasons,  and  some  say  liis  orders^  for  avoiding  our  squadron 
any  where  short  of  the  South-Sea.  He  was,  besides,  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  getting  round  Cape  Horn  before  ua^ 
imagining  that  alone  would  effectually  baffle  all  our  designs ; 
wherefore,  hearing  that  we  were  in  his  neighbourhood,  and 
that  we  should  be  soon  ready  to  proceed  for  Cape  Horn,  he 
weiffhed  anchor  with  his  five  large  ships,  the  Patache  being 
disabled  and  condemned,  and  the  men  taken  out  of  her ; 
and,  after  a  stay  of  seventeen  days  only,  got  under  sail 
without  his  provisi<ms,  which  arrived  at  MaJdonado  within  a 
day  or  two  after  his  departure.  Notwithstanding  this  preci- 
pitation, we  put  to  sea  from  St  Catharines  four  days  before 
he  did  from  Maldonado  i  and  at  one  part  of  our  passage  to 
Cape  Horn  the  two  squadrons  were  so  near,  that  the  j^arl, 
one  of  our  ships,  being  separated  from  the  rest,  fell  in  with 
the  Spanish  flee^  and,  mistdcing  the  Asia  for  the  Centurion, 
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got  within  gun*shot  of  the  Asia  before  the  mistake  was  di** 
iMwered,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  taken. 

As  it  was  the  22d  Janvarv  when  the  Spaniards  weighed 
from  Mnldonado,  they  could  not  expect  to  get  into  the  lati- 
tude of  Ciipe  Horn  before  the  equinox ;  and,  as  tbqr  had 
reason  to  apprehend  very  tempestiious  weather  in  doubling^ ' 
it  at  that  season*  while  the  Spanish  sailor^  for  the  most  parti  ' 
accustomed  to  a  fair-weather  country,  might  be  supposed  . 
averse  from  so  dangerous  and  fatiguins  a  navigatiooj  the  belk  ; 
ter  to  encourage  them,  some  part  of  their  pay  Wb*  advanced  ^' 
to  them  in  European  goods,  which  they  were  to  have  leave 
to  dispose  of  in  the  South-Seas,  that  so  the  hopes  of  the 
great  profits  they  were  to  make  of  their  ventures,  might  anfr>' 
mate  uiem  in  their  duty,  and  render  them  less  disposed  to 
T^ine  at  the  labours,  hardships,  and  perils  they  might  ih 
ali  probability  meet  with,  before  their  arrival  on  the  coast  9S 
■Pfirn,    '.-^tniHi  '.  :ft> 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  Februarys  Pizarro  and  hftf 
squadron  got  into  the  latitude  of  Cape  Horn,  and' then  stood 
to  the  westwards  in  order  to  double  that  southern'  promon-' 
tory.  But,  in  Uie  night  of  the  last  of  February  O.S.  while 
turning  to  windward  with  this  view,  the  Ouipuscoa,  Hterw 
miona,  and  Espranza  were  separated  from  the  admiral.  On 
the  6th  March  following,  the  Guipuscoa  was  separated  from 
the  other  two;  and  next  day,  being  that  after  we  passed 
the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  there  came  on  a  most  furious  storm 
at  N.W.  which,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  drove  the  whole 
snuadron  to  the  eastward,  and,  after  several  fruitless  at- 
tempts, obliged  them  to  bear  away  for  the  river  of  Plate. 
Pizarro  arrived  there  in  the  Asia  about  the  middle  of  May, 
and  was  folk- wed  a  few  days  after  by  the  Esperanza  and  £s- 
tevan.  The  Hermiona  was  supjiosed  to  have  foundered,  as 
she  was  never  mote  henrd  of;  and  the  Guipuscoa  was  run 
on  shon^  and  destroyed  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  The  calaiiii<» 
lies  of  all  kinds  which  this  squadron  underwent  in  their  un- 
successful attempt  to  double  Cape  Horn,  can  only  be  paral- 
leled by  what  we  ourselves  experienced  in  the  same  climate 
when  bufi'eted  by  the  same  storms.  There  was  indeed  some 
diversity  in  our  distresses,  rendering  it  difficult  to  decide 
whose  situation  was  most  worthy  of  commiseration ;  for,  to 
all  the  miseries  and  misfortunes  we  experienced  in  common, 
as  shattered  rigging,  leaky  ships,  and  the  fatigues  and  des- 
pondency necessarily  attendant   on  these  disasters,  th(;re 
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>Rr«8  superAdded  oh  board  our  squadron  the  ravsgn  bf  a 
most  destructive  and  incurable  disease ;  and  in  the  Spanish 
squadron  the  devastation  of  famine. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  this  squadron  left  Spain 
with  only  four  mbnUis  provisions  on  board,  and  even  that,^  it 
is  said,  at  short  allowance,  either  owing  to  the  hurry  of  their 
outfit,  or  presuming  upon  a  supply  at  Buenos  Ayres ;  so 
that,  when  their  continuance  at  sea  was  prolonged,  by  the 
storms  they  met  with  off  Cape  Horn,  a  month  or  more  be- 
yond their  expectation,  they  were  reduced  to  such  infinite 
distress,  that  rats,  when  they  could  be  caugnt,  sold  for  four 
dollars  a-piece }  and  a  sailor  who  died  in  one  of  the  ships, 
had  his  death  concealed  by  his  brother  for  some  days,  who 
lay  air  that  time  in  the  hammock  with  the  corpse,  that  he 
might  receive  the  dead  man's  allowance  of  provisions;  In 
this  dreadful  situation,  if  their  horrors  were  cap&ble  of  aug-. 
mentation,  they  were  alarmed  by  discovering  a  conspiracy 
among  the  marines  on  board  the  Asiji,  who  proposed  mas- 
sacring the  ofiicers  and  whole  crew,  their  sole  moti^re  for 
this  bloody  resolution  appearing  to  be  the  desire  cf  reliev- 
ing their  hunger,  by  appropriating  the  whole  provisions  in 
the  ship  to  themselves.  This  design  was  prevent^,  when 
just  on  the  point  of  execution,  by  means  of  one  of  their 
confessors,  and  three  of  the  ringleaders  were  immediately 
put  to  death.  By  the  complicated  distresses  of  fatigue, 
sickness,  and  famine,  the  three  ships  that  escaped  lost' the 
greatest  part  of  their  men.  The  admiral's  ship,  the  Asia,  ar- 
rivied  at  Monte  Video  in  the  Rio  Plata  with  only  half  her  crew. 
The  Estevan,  when  she  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Barragan 
had  also  lost  half  her  men.  The  Esperanza  was  still  more 
unfortunate,  for  of  450  hands  she  brought  with  her  from 
Spain,  only  58  remained  alive.  The  whole  regiment  of 
foot  perished  except  sixty  men.  To  give  a  more  distinct 
idea  of  what  they  underwent  upon  this  occasion,  I  shall 
present  a  short  account  of  the  ^"'^^e  of  the  Guipuscoa,  ex- 
tracted from  a  letter  written  by  Don  Joseph  Mindinuetta, 
her  captain,  to  a  person  of  distinction  at  Lima,  a  copy  of 
which  fell  into  our  hands  when  in  the  South-Sea. 

Having  separated  on  the  6th  March  in  a  fog  from  the 
Hermiona  and  Esperanza,  being  then,  as  I  suppose,  to  the 
S.  £.  of  States  Land,  and  plying  to  the  westward,  it  blew  a 
furious  storm  at  N.  W.  the  succeeding  night,  which,  at  half 
past  ten,  split  his  main-sail^  and  obliged  liim  to  bear  away 
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with  his  ibreMil.  The  ihip  now  went  ten  knots  an  hoar 
with  a  prodigious  sea»  and  often  ran  her  gangway  under 
water.  He  Iikewiie  sprung  his  main-nuut,  ami  the  ship 
made  so  much  water  that  she  oould  not  be  freed  bjr  four 
pnmpB  assisted  by  belHugi  On  the  Qth  the  wind  became 
cahn,  but  tlie  sea  continued  so  high  Uiat  the  ship^  in  roll^ 
ng,  opened  all  her  uppeir  works  and  seams,  and  started  the 
butt  ends  of  her  plank%  and  the  greatest  part  of  her  top<* 
timbers,  the  bolts  being  drawn  by  the  triolence  ^  the  rmL 
in  this  condition,  with  additional  disasters  to  the  hull  and 
r^ngi  they  continued  beating  westward  to  the  IStb,  when 
they  were  in  Int.  60"*  S.  and  in  ^at  want  of  provnkms^ 
numbers  perishing  daily  by  the  fatigue  of  pumping,  and  the 
survivors  quite  dispirited  by  labour,  hunger,  ana  the  se« 
verity  of  the  weather,  their  decks  being  covered  witli  snow 
above  a  foot  in  depth.  Finding  the  wind  fixed  in  the  west 
and  blowing  strong,  and  their  passage  that  way  impossible, 
they  resolved  to  bear  away  for  the  Rio  Plata.  On  the  29d 
i^ey  had  to  throw  overboard  all  their  upper-deck  guns  and 
an  anchor,  and  were  obliged  to  take  six  turns  of  the  cabk> 
round  the  ship^to  pi'event  her  from  opening  and  fidlins  to 
pieces.  On  the  4-th  of  April,  in  calm  weather,  but  with  a 
very  heavy  sea,  the  ship  rolled  so  much  that  her  maiuomast 
canfie  by  the  board,  and  was  soon  after  fc^owed  by  the  ^re 
and  mizen  masts,  after  which  they  had  to  cut  away  the  bolt" 
sprit,  to  diminish,  if  possible,  the  leakage .  forwards.  By 
this  time  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  men  had  perished  hy 
hunger  and  fatigue.  Those  who  were  capable  of  working 
at  the  pumps,  at  which  every  officer  took  his  turn  without 
exception,  were  only  aUowcd  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  biscuit 
dailv ;  while  those  who  were  weak  and  sickly,  so  that  they 
couid  not  assist  in  this  necessary  labour,  had  no  more  than 
one  ounce  of  wheat.  It  was  common  for  the  men  to  fall 
down  dead  at  the  pumps,  and  all  they  could  muster  for  duty, 
including  the  officers,  was  from  eighty  to  an  hundred  men. 

The  i$.  W.  wind  blew  so  fresh  for  some  days  after  they 
h)6t  their  masts,  that  they  could  not  set  up  iury-masts ;  so 
that  they  were  obliged  to  drive  like  a  wreck,  between  the 
latitude  of  32o  and  38°  S.  till  the  24th  of  April,  when  they 
made  the  coast  of  Brazil  at  Rio  dc  Patas,  ten  leagues  to  the 
southward  of  the  island  of  St  Catharines.  They  came  here 
to  an  anchor,  the  captain  being  very  desirous  of  proceed- 
ing to  St  Catharines,  in  order  to  save  the  hull  of  the  ship, 
..=;..  .  ,    witli 
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with  h«r  gunt  and  stores :  iBut  tlie  crew  insttnttf  left  off 
pumpinff,  and  all  in  one  voice  cried  oat,  Onthore!  (fHikorel 
enraged  at  the  hardships  they  bad  suffinred  and  the  ttunibers 
they  had  lost,  there  being  at  this  time,  thirty  dead  bodies 
lying  onr  the  deck.  Thus  the  captain  was  obliged  to  nnl  the 
ship  directly  to  the  l^^nd,  whele  she  partsd  and  sank  five 
days  after,  with  all  her  stores  and  furniture;  but  the  re- 
nuntder  of  the  crew,  whon>  hunger  and  fatigue  had  spared, 
2o  the  number  of  four  hunared)  got  safe  on  shore. 

From  this  account  of  the  adventures  and  catastrophe  of 
the  Ouiapuscoa,  we  may  form  some  conjecture  of  the  man- 
lier in  which  the  Hermiona  was  lost,  and  of  the  distriesses 
endured  by  the  three  remaining  ships  of  the  squftdron  iihieh 
got  into  the  Rio  Plata.  These  last  being  in  oreat  want  of 
masts,  yards,  rigging,  and  all  kinds  of  naval  stores,  and 
having  no  supply  at  Buenos  Ayres  or  any  of  the  ndgl  bonr- 
ifig  settlements,  Piaarro  dispatched  an  advice-boat  with  a 
letter  of  credit  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  to  purchase  wha^  was 
wanting  from  the  Portuguese.  He  sent  at  the  same'  time 
an  express  across  the  continent  to  St  Jago  de  Chili,  to  be 
thence  forwarded  to  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  informing  him  of 
the  dieasters  that  bad  alien  his  squadron,  and  desirii^  a 
remittance  of  two  honored  thousand  do7ilar»  Arom  the  rbyal 
chest  at  Lima,  to  enable  him  to  refit  and  victual  his  nemain- 
ing  ships,  that  he  might  be  again  in  condition  to  attempt 
the  passage  to  the  South-Sea  as  soon  as  the  season  of  the 
year  should  be  more  favourable.  It  is  mentioned  by  tbi»  Spa- 
niards^ as  a  most  (sctraordinary  circumstance,  that^  thotagh 
then  the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  Cordilleras  are  esteemed 
impassable  on  account  of  the  snow,  the  Indian  who  was 
charged  with  this  express  was  only  thirteen  days  on  bis  jour- 
ney m>m  Buenos  Ayres  to  St  Jogo  in  Chili,  though  thedis- 
tance  is  three  hundred  Spanish  leagues,  near  forty  of  which 
are  among  the  snows  and  precipicee  of  the  CordiUeras. 

The  return  to  this  dispatch  of  Pizarro  from  the  viceroy 
was  by  no  means  favourable.  Instead  of  two -hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  sum  demanded,  the  viceroy  remitted  him 
only  one  hundred  thousand,  telling  him  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  was  able  to  procure  even  that  sum.  But 
the  inhabitants  of  Lima,  who  considered  the  presence  of  Pi- 
.  sarro  as  absolutely  necessary  to  their  security,  were  much 
discontented  at  this  procedure,  and  did  not  scruple  to  assert^ 
that  it  was  not  the  want  of  money,  but  the  interested  vie^s 
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of  some  of  the  viceroy*!  confidantii  that  prevented  Pfauurro 
lirom|{ettinff  the  whole  sum. 

The  «dvic»-bo9t  mdI  to  Rio  Janeiro  alio  executed  her 
commMon  but  imperiectlyi  for,  though  die  browht  back 
•  conalderable  oiantity  of  pitch,  tar,  and  cordage^  we  could 
sot  procure  cither  mait%  or  yardi ;  and,  as  an  additional 
inivfortnne,  Pizarro  was  disappointed  of  some  masts  be  ex- 
pected from  JPaniguf^,  as  a  carpenter  whom  he  entruited 
with  a  large  sum  of  monev,  and  sent  there  to  cut  miits, 
instead  of  prosecuting  the  business  he  was  sent  upon,  mar- 
ried in  the  country,  and  reiused  to  return.  However,  by 
removina  tlif  masts  of  the  Eaperanza  into  the  Asia,  aAd 
using  what  spare  masts  and  yards  they  had  on  board,  they 
made  a  shift  to  refit  the  Asia  and  Estevan :  And,  in  the  Oc- 
tober following,  PizarTo  was  prepared  to  put  to  sea  with 
these  two  ships,  in  order  to  attempt  the  passage  round  Capo 
Horn  a  second  time ;  but,  in  coming  aown  the  Rio  Platav 
the  Dstevan  ran  upon  a  shoal  and  beat  off  her  rudder,  and 
Piaarro  proceeded  to  sea  in  the  Asia  without  her.  Having 
BOW  the  aiKarctic  summer  before  him,  and  the  winds  fiivour- 
tAiht  no  doubt  was  mtde  of  his  having  a  fortunate  and  speedy 
passa^:  But,  when  off  Cape  Horn  and  going  right  before 
the  wmd,  it  being  moderate  weathery  though  in  a  swelling 
sea,  the  ship  rolled  away  her  mast^  by  some  misconduct  of 
Ifae  officer  having  the  watch,  and  was  a  second  time  obliged 
Id  pnt  back  in  great  distress  to  the  Rio  Plata. 

As  the  Asia  nad  sulfored  considerably  in  this  second  un- 
fortunate expedition^  the  Esperania  was  now  ordered  to  be 
refitted^  the  command  of  her  beii^  given  to  Mindinuetta, 
who  was  formerly  captain  of  the  Guipuscoa.  In  November 
174St  he  sailed  from  the  Rio  Plata  tor  the  south,  and  arrif 
ved  safe  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  where  he  was  met  by  his  com- 
modore^  Pioarrok  who  passed  over-land  from  Buenos  Ayres. 
Great  animosities  and  contests  took  place  between  th^e  two 
officers,  owing  to  the  claim  of  Piaarro  to  command  the  £s- 
peranzn,  which  Mindinuetta  had  broi^ht  round,  and  now 
reused  to  resign  ;  insisting,  as  he  had  come  round  the  South 
Sea  alone  and  under  no  superior,r  it  was  not  now  in  the 
power  of  Piaarro  to  resume  the  authority  he  bad  once  part- 
ed with.  But,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  stri^Ie,  as  the 
president  of  Chili  interposed  and  declared  for  Pizarro^  Minn 
dinuetta  was  obliged  to  submit* 
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Plnrro  had  not  yet  completed  the  leriet  of  hU  mtifin^ 
tttnet.  When  he  and  Minahmetta  returned  OTer>land»  in 
1740,  fram  Chin  to  Buenoe  Avree,  thoy  fenad  the  Ada  itill 
it  Monte  Video,  and  reaolved,  if  poMible^  to  carry  her  to  Eo- 
rofw.  With  thie  flew  they  refitted  hor  in  the  Beit  manner 
they  eooldt  but  had  great  difiloulty  in  proourlnff  a  rafRelent 
nwnber  of  hands  to  navigate  her,  as  all  the  remiuning  nilon 
of  the  squadron,  then  to  be  met  with  in  the  neig^hbourhood 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  did  not  amount  to  an  hundred  men.  They 
endeavoured  to  supply  this  defect,  by  pressing  linanv  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayros,  and  putting  on  board  all  the 
English  prisoners  then  in  their  custody,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  Portuguese  smugslers  they  had  taken  at  different 
times,  and  some  of  the  Indians  of  tne  country.  Among  thesa 
last  there  was  a  chief  and  ten  of  his  followers,  who  had  been 
surprised  by  a  party  of  Spanish  soldiers  about  three  niontha 
before.  The  name  of  this  chief  was  Orellanai  and  he  belong- 
ed to  a  very  powerful  tribe»  which  had  committed  great  r»* 
vages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres.  With  thb 
motley  crew,  all  of  them  except  the  European  sailors  averse 
from  the  voyage,  Pizarro  set  sail  from  Monte  Video  aboot 
the  banning  of  November  1745 :  and  the  native  Spaniardi, 
being  no  strangers  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  their  forced  men, 
treaitid  them,  the  English  prisoners  and  the  Indians,  with 
ffreat  insolence  and  barbari^,  particularly  the  Inditos;  ibr* 
It  was  common  in  the  meanest  officers  in  the  ship  to  beat 
them  cruelly  on  the  slightest  pretence,  and  often  merely  to 
shew  their  superiority. 

Orellana  and  his  followers,  though  in  appearance  suffici- 
ently patient  and  submissive^  meditated  a  severe  revenge  fot 
all  these  inhumanities.  As  these  Indians  have  great  Inter- 
course with  Buenos  Ayres  in  time  of  peace,  Orellana  tinder- 
stood  Spanish,  and  affected  to  converse  with  such  of  the  Eng- 
lish pruKUiers  as  oould  speak  that  language,  seeming  very 
desirous  of  being  informed  how  many  Englishmen  there  were 
on  board,  and  of  baving  them  pointed  out  to  him.  As  he 
knew  the  English  were  as  much  enemies  to  the  Spaniards  as 
he  was,  he  mid  doubtless  an  intention  of  disclosing  his  pur- 
poses to  them,  and  making  them  partners  In  the  scheme  he 
had  projected  for  revenging  his  wrongs  and  recovering  his 
liberty}  but,  having  sounded  them  at  a  distance  and  not 
findfa^;  tliem  so  precipitate  and  vindictive  as  he  expected,  he 
procqpded  no  farther  with  them,  but  resolved  to  trust  alone 
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.to  the  reioloUon  of  his  ten  faithful  followers,  who  resdily  en- 
oflged  to  observe  his  directions  and  to  execute  his  command*. 
Having  agreed  on  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  thej  cpntri- 
vad  to  provide  themselves  with  Dutch  knives,  sharp  at  th« 
point,  which,  being  the  common  knives  used  in  tnc  ship, 
they  procure^  without  difficulty.  They  also  empkiyed  thdr 
leisure  in  seci'etly  cutting  thongs  from  raw  hides,  of  whiqh 
there  were  great  numbers  on  board,  and  in  fixing  to  each 
end  of  these  thongs  the  double-headed  shot  of  tiie  small 
quarter-deck  guns ;  by  which  they  formed  most  mischievous 
weapons,  in  the  use  of  which,  by  swinging  round  the  head, 
the  Indians  about  Buenos  Ay  res  are  extremely  expert,  being 
trained  to  it  from  their'  infancy.  When  these  things  were  in 
good  forwardness,  the  execution  of  their  scheme  was  perhaps 
precipitated  by  a  particular  outrage  committed  upon  Orel" 
luatk,  who  was  ordered  aloft  by  one  of  the  officers,  and  being 
incapable  of  doing  so,  the  officer,  who  was  a  brutal  fellow, 
beat  him  with  such  violence,  under  pretence  of  disobediencey 
^at  he  left  him  bleeding  on  the  deck,  and  quite  stuptfied 
with  wounds  and  bruises.  This  certainly  increased  his  thirst 
of  revenge,  so  that  within  a  day  or  two  he  and  his  follower* 
bc|;an  to  execute  their  desperate  resolves  in  the  fbllowii^ 
manner. 

About  nine  in  the  evening,  when  many  of  the  principal 
olBcers  were  on  the  quarter-deck  indulging  in  the  freshness 
of  the  night  air,  the  forecastle  being  manned  with  its  cus^ 
ternary  watch,  Orellana  and  his  companions,  having  prepa- 
red their  weapons,  and  thrown  off  their  trowseri  atid  other 
qumbrous  parts  of  their  dress,  came  alt  together  on  the 
<uiarter«deck,  and  drew  towards  the  door  of  the  great  cabins 
The  boatswain  reprimanded  them  for  their  presumption,  and 
ordered  them  to  be  gone;  on  which  Orellana  sp«ke  to  his 
fpllowers  in  their  native  language,  when  four  of  them  drew 
ofl^  two  towards  each  gangway,  and  the  chief  and  six  re- 
maining Indians  seemed  to  be  slowly  quitting  the  quarter 
deck.  When  the  detached  Indians  had  taken  possession  of 
the  gangways,  Orellana  placed  his  hands  hollow  to  his 
inouu,  and  bellowed  out  the  war-cry  of  th6  savages,  said  to 
be  the  harshest  and  most  terrifying  of  sounds.  Inis  hidcpua 
yell  was  the  signal  for  be|;inning  the  massacre;  upon  whicl| 
all  the  Indians  drew  their  knives  and  brandished  their  |Mni^ 
pared  double-headed  shot  The  chief,  and  the  six  whp  re- 
mained with  him  on  the  quarter-deck,  fell  immediately  on 
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the  ^Muiiardt  with  whom  thev  wert  intermingled,  and  in  a 
very  short  q>ace  iud  forty  of  them  at  their  fee^  above  Cwen^ 
of  whom  were  killed  on  Uie  spot,  and  the  rest  disabled, 
i  In  the  b^inning  of  the  tumult,  manj  of  the  officers  radi- 
ed  into  the  ffreat  cabin,  where  they  put  out  the  lights  and 
barricadoed  Uie  door ;  while  of  the  others,  who  had  escaped 
the  first  fury  of  the  Indians,  some  endeavoured  to  escape 
along  the  gangways  to  the  forecastle,  where  the  Indians, 
placed  there  on  purpose,  stabbed  the  greater  part  of  them  at 
they  attempted  to  pass,  or  forced  them  oiF  the  gangways  into 
the  waste  of  the  ship,  which  was  filled  with  live  cattle.  Some 
threw  themselves  voluntarily  over  the  barricades  into  the 
waste,  and  thought  themselves  fortunate  to  lie  concealed 
among  the  cattle  {  but  the  greatest  part  escaped  up  the  main* 
shreudsk  and  took  shelter  in  the  tops  and  rigging  of  the  ship* 
Although  the  Indians  only  attacked  the  quarterdeck,  yet 
the  watch  in  the  forecastle,  finding  their  communication  cut 
oflT,  and  terrified  by  a  few  of  the  wounded  who  had  been  able 
to  forco  their  passi^e^  and  not  knowing  either  who  were  their 
enemies^  or  what  were  their  numbers,  they  also  gave  all  over 
for  lost,  and  in  great  confusion  ran  up  mto  the  rigging  of 
the  foremast  and  ooltsprit. 

Thus  these  eleven  Indians,  with  a  resolution  perhaps  with- 
out example,  possessed  themselves  almost  in  an  instant  of  the 
quarter-deck  of  a  ship  mounting  sixty-six  guns,  and  manned 
by  near  five  hundred  hands,  and  even  continued  in  peace- 
aole  possession  of  this  part  for  some  time.  During  a  consi- 
derable spac^  the  officers  in^he  great  cabin,  among  whom 
were  Pizarro  and  Mindinuetta,  the  crew  between  decks,  and 
those  who  had  escaped  into  the  tops  and  rigging,  were  merely 
anxious  for  their  own  safety,  and  were  incapable  of  forming 
any  project  for  suppressing  the  insurrection  and  recovering 
the  possession  of  the  ship.  The  yells  of  the  Indians,  the 
groans  of  the  wounded,  and  the  confused  clamours  of  the 
crew,  all  heightened  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  had  at  first 
greatly  magnified  the  danger,  and  filled  them  with  imaginary 
terrors.  The  Spaniards  were  sensible  of  the  dissatisfaction  of 
Uieir  impressed  hands,  and  were  conscious  of  their  barbarity 
to  their  prisoners,  wherefore  they  concluded  that  the  conspi- 
racy was  general,  and  considered  th^r  own  destruction  as 
infallible ;  insomuch,  that  some  are  said  to  have  designed  to 
leap  hftto  the  sea,  but  were  prevented  by  their  companions. 
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Whan  the  Indians  hai  entirely  cleared  the  ^Mrter-deck» 
the  tumult  In  a  great  meaiure  subeided  i  for  those  who  had 
escaped  were  ke^  lUent  by  their  feavii  apd  the  Indians  were 
ioeapable  of  imrsuiog  them.  OreUanat  when  master  of  the 
qaarterodeck,  hnke  open  the  arm-chcst|  which  had  been 
oidered  there  a  few  days  before^  on  a  slight  sMpicion  of  mu« 
tiny.  He  there  expected  to  find  cutlasses  wherewith  to  arm 
hhnaelf  and  his  followers,  who  were  all  wall  skilled  in  the  use 
of  that  weapctfii  and  with  these  it  is  haagined  they  proposed 
to  have  forced  the  great  cabin ;  But  on  opening  the  ches^ 
there  appeared  nothing  but  fire-anns»  which  to  them  were 
of  no  use.  There  were  indeed  abundance  of  cutlasses  in  the 
ehestf  but  they  were  hidden  by  the  fire-arms  being  laid  up* 
permost  This  was  a  sensible  disappointment  to  Orellana 
and  his  Indians.  By  this  time  Piaarro  and  his  oompaniona 
in  the  great  cabin  had  been  able  to  communicate  wiu  those 
bebw  in  the  gun«room  and  betwemi  deck%  by  conversing 
ahod  through  the  cabin  windows  {  by  which  means  the^ 
Itamt  that  the  English  prisoners,  whom  thqr  chiefly  suspect* 
ed|  were  all  safo  bdow,  §pd  had  not  participated  in  the  mu* 
tiny  i  and  by  other  circumstances  they  were  at  last  made 
sensible  that  Orellana  and  his  people  only  were  concerned  in 
it.  Upon  this  information,  Pizarro  and  the  oflScers  rcsiilved 
to  attack  them  on  the  quarter-deck,  before  anv  of  the  discon- 
tented on  board  had  so  far  recovered  from  their  surprise  as 
to  refiect  on  ,the  facility  of  seizing  the  ship  by  joining  with 
the  Indians.  With  ihis  view,  Pixarro  coBected  what  arms 
were  in  the  cabin  and  distribjited  them  to  those  who  were 
with  hira.  There  were  no  fire-arms  except  pistols,  and  for 
these  they  had  neither  powder  nor  ball ;  but  having  now  a 
correspondence  with  the  gun-room,  they  lowered  a  bucket 
from  the  cabin  window,  into  which  the  gunner  put  a  quan- 
tity of  pistol  cartridges  out  of  one  of  the  sun-room  ports^ 
Having  thus  procurd  ammunition,  and  loaded  their  pistols« 
thcgr  partly  opened  the  cabin  door,  and  fired  several  shota 
amoiiff  the  Indians  on  the  (juarterHleck,  though  at  first  witibp 
out  raect.  At  last  Mi^dmuetta  had  Uie  «>od  fortune  to 
shoot  Orellana .  dead ;  on  which  his  faithful  companions^ 
abandoning  all  thoughts  of  farther  resistance,  instantly  leapit 
ed  into  the  sea,  where  they  all  perished.  Thus  was  this  in- 
surrectioq  .quelled,  and  jpossession  of  the  quarter-deck  rMain- 
ed«  after  it  had  been  fully  two  hours  in  the  power  of  thia 
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Having  thus  ctoapcd  from  imminent  peril,  Piurro  eoBti- 
aoid  hi«  Toyagv  for  Earopcv  and  arriTed  lafehr  on  tht  oeaat 
of  Oallida  in  the  beginnW  of  the  year  1746,  after  an  alv 
■enee  of  between  four  and  wre  yean,  and  havinj^  by  attend- 
ance on  our  expedition,  diminished  the  royal  power  of  Spaia 
by  akK>To  three  th«  uMnd  of  their  prime  sailon,  and  by  four 
oMitiderable  •hipi  of  war  and  a  patache.  For  we  have  teen 
that  the  Hermione  foundered  at  lea,  the  Ouipuicoa  waa 
•trended  and  deetroyed  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  tno  St  Ette 
van  wall  condemned  and  broken  up  in  the  Rio  Plata,  and 
the  Etperania,  being  left  in  the  South  Sr  <,  it  doubtkat  by 
this  time  incapable  of  returning  to  Spain :  So  that  the  Aato 
alooe^  with  less  than  an  hundreid  hands,  may  be  considered 
as  all  that  remains  of  the  squadron  with  wh 'sh  Puiarro  pttt 
forth  to  sea;  and  whoever  consldSsrs  the  very  large  jii'opor- 
tion  which  this  souadron  bore  to  the  whole  navy  of  Spain, 
will  no  doubt  conrass  that,  even  if  our  undertaking  had  beei 
attended  with  no  other  advantages,  than  that  ofrt  -i^ing  so 
oreat  a  part  of  the  naval  force  of  so  danoerous  at;  ct^my, 
Mis  alone  would  be  a  sufficient  equivalent  for  our  eqjipment, 
and  an  incontestable  proof  of  the  service  which  the  nation  has 
thence  received.  Having  thus  given  a  summary  of  Pizarro's 
adventures,  I  return  to  the  narrative  of  our  own  transao- 
Uoni. 
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Section  IV. 

Paitagefrom  Madeira  to  Si  Catharina. 

■'  I  RAVE  already  mentioned  that  we  wnighod  from  Madeira 
on  the  Sd  November,  after  orders  beinr  pr  en  to  rendezvous 
at  St  JagO)  one  of  the  Cape  Verd  islands,  in  case  of  a  sepa* 
ration.  But  next  day,  when  we  were  got  to  sea,  the  com- 
modore, considering  that  the  season  was  for  advanced,  and 
that  touching  at  St  Jago  would  create  additional  delay, 
thought  proper  for  this  reason  to  alter  the  rendezvous,  and 
^ppomted  the  island  of  St  Catharines,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil, 
to  be  the  first  place  to  which  the  ships  of  the  squadron  were 
to  rqMir,  in  case  of  separation- 

In  our  passage  to  the  island  of  St  Catharines,  we  found  the 
direction  of  the  trade  winds  to  differ  considerably  from  what 
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wo  bad  rcaioii  to  UEpect*  both  flrom  the  aeneral  hi»torte» 
given  of  these  winds,  and  the  experience  of  former  naviffM 
tors.   For  the  learned  Dr  Halley,  in  his  account  of  the  trade- 
winds  which  prevail  in  the  Ethiopio  and  Atlantic  Oceans*- 
tells  us  that,  from  the  lat.  of  28"  N.  to  10*  N.  there  is  |j;ene*. 
rail;  a  fresh  gale  of  N.E.  wind,  which,  towards  the  Atricaa 
ooa:r%  rarely  comes  to  the  eastward  of  E.N.E.  or  passes  U>' 
the  northward  of  N.N.E.  but  on  the  American  side  the  windv- 
is  somewhat  more  easterly ;  though  even  there  it  is  common- 
ly a  point  or  two  to  the  northward  of  east ;  that  from  10**  Nv 
to  4*>  N.  .the  calms  and  tornadoes  take  place ;  and  from  4**  N. 
to  30*  S.  the  winds  are  generally  and  perpetually  between 
the  south  and  east.  We  expected  to  find  this  account  of  the 
matter  confirmed  by  our  experience;  but  we  found  consider-^ 
«ble  variations  iirom  it,  both  in  r^);ard  to  the  steadiness  of 
the  winds,  and  the  quarters  from  whence  they  blew.    For 
though  we  met  with  a  N.E.  wind  about  lat.  28°  N.  yet,  froni 
lat.  25**  N.  to  IS**  N.  the  wind  was  never  once  to  the  north- 
vard  of  E.  but  almost  constantly  to  the  southward  of  it. 
From  thence,  however,  to  6°  20^  N.  we  had  it  usually  to  the 
porthward  of  E.  though  not  always,  as  it  changed  for  a  short 
time  to  E.S.E.    From  6'>  90'  N.  to  about  4°  46'  N.  the  wea^. 
(tier  was  very  unsettled,  the  wind  being  sometimes  N.E.  then'- 
changing  to  S.E.  and  sometimes  we  had  a  dead  calm,  with  « 
amali  rain  QQd  lightning.    After  thisjt  to  the  lat.  of  7°  SO'  S< 
the  wind  continued  almost  invariably  between  S.  and  E.,  and 
then  again  as  invariably  between  N.  and  E.  till  we  came  to* 
150  SO'  S.  then  E.  and  S.E.  to  21°  S7'  S.    After  this,  even 
to  27**  44'  S.  the  wind  was  never  once  between  S.  and  E. 
though  we  had  it  in  all  the  other  quarters  of  the  compass  ; 
though  this  last  circumstance  may  be  in  soine  measure  ao%v 
counted  for  from  our  approach  to  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

I  do  not  mention  thne  particula's  with  a  view  of  cavilling' 
at  the  received  accounts  of  these  trade^^inds,  which,  i  doubt 
not,  are  sufficiently  accurate ;  but  I  thought  it  worthy  of  pub-, 
lie  notice^  that  such  deviations  from  the  established  rnlei  da 
sometimes  take  place.  This  observation  may  not  only  be  oi 
service  to  navigators,  by  putting  them  on  their  guard  against 
these  hidierto unexpluned  andunnoticed  irregularities,  but 
it  is  also  a  circumstance  that  requires  to  be  attended  to  in 
the  solution  of  the  gre|A  question  about  the  causes  of  trader 
winds  and  monsoons ;  a  question  which,  in  my  opinion,  haM, 
uot  been  t^Ub^^lQ.  4m9UII9^  with  Uiat  clearness  aiid  accuracy 
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which  tits  importance  demuids,  whether  it- be  considered  in 
»  naval  or  a  philosophical  point  of  view. 
A.  On  the  16tb  November,  one  of  our  victuallers  made  a  sig- 
nal to  Mpetk  with  the  commodore  and  we  shortened  sail  for 
her  to  omne  up  with  us.  The  master  eame  on  board,  and 
rq>ireseoted  to  Mr  Anson,  that,  having  complied  #ith  the 
terms  of  his  charter-par^,  he  now  desured  to  be  unloaded 
and  discharged.  On  consulting  the  captain  of  the  squadron, 
it  wajB  found^all  the  ships  had  still  such  quantities  of  provi- 
sions between  their  decks,  and  were  also  so  deep,  that  they 
could  only  tdce  in  their  proportions  of  brandy  from  the  In- 
dustry pink,  one  of  the  victuallers }  and  consequently  the 
commodore  had  to  continue  the  other,  the  Ann  pink,  m  the 
service  of  attending  the  stjuadron.  Accordinffly,  a  signal  was 
made  next  day  for  the  ships  to  bring  to,  and  the  long-boats 
were  employed  that  and  the  three  following  days,  till  the 
I9th  in  the  evening,  to  take  their  proportions  of  the  brandy 
in  the  Industry  to  the  several  ships  of  the  squadron.  Being 
then  unloade<(  she  parted  company,  intending  for  Barba- 
does,  and  there  to  take  in  a  freiffht  for  England.  Most  of 
the  officers  in  the  squadron  took  the  opportunity  of  this  ship, 
to  write  to  their  friends  at  home;  but  I  have  l>een  informed 
she  was  taken  bv  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  $!Oth  November,  the  captains  of  the  squadron  re« 
pres^ted  to  the  commodore,  that  their  ships  companies 
were  very  sickly ;  and  that,  both  in  their  own  opinions  and 
of  their  surgeons,  it  would  tend  to  the  health  of  the  men  to 
let  in  more  air  between  decks ;  but  that  the  ships  were  so 
deep  in  the  water,  that  the  lower-deck  ports  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  opened.  On  this  representation,  the  commodore 
ordered  six  air-scuttles  to  be  cut  in  each  ship,  in  such  places 
as  had  least  tendency  to  weaken  them.  On  this  occasion,  I 
cannot  but  observe  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  have 
any  influence  in  the  direction  of  our  naval  affairs,  to  attend 
to  the  preservation  of  the  lives  and  health  of  our  seamen.  If 
it  could  be  supposed  that  motives  of  humanity  were  insuffi- 
cient for  this  purpose,  yet  policy,  a  regard  to  the  success  of 
our  arms,  and  the  honour  and  interest  of  each  individual 
comnuinder,  all  should  lead  to  a  careful  and  impartial  ex»> 
mination  of  every  probable  method  proposed  for  preserving 
the  health  and  vigour  of  seamen.  But  hath  this  been  always 
done  ?  Have  the  late  invented,  plain,  and  obvious  methods 
fpr  keepin|p  our  ships  sweet  and'clean>  by  a  constant  supply 
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(of  fredi  air,  been  coofidered  with  that  omdour  and  temper 
which  the  great  benefits  they  promiae  to  produce  ought  n»» 
tnrally  to  wive  inspired  ?  On  the  contrary,  have  not  these 
■alutary  st^emes  been  often  treated  with  neglect  and  con^ 
tempt  i  And  have  not  some,  who  have  been  entrusted  witk 
sotperimenting  their  effects,  been  guilty  of  the  most  indefen- 
•ible  partiality  in  the  accounts  they  have  given  of  these 
trials  r    It  must,  however,  be  confessed,  that  many  distin- 

Suished  persons,  both  in  the  direction  and  command  of  our 
eets,  have  exerted  themselves  on  these  occasjons  with  a  ju« 
diciotts  and  dupassionate  examination,  bef^mii^  the  inte^ 
resting  v>ature  of  the  enquiry:  But  the  wonder  is,  that  any 
one  sliould  have  been  found  so  irrational  as  to  act  a  contrary 
part,  in  despite  of  the  strongest  dictates  of  prudence  and  hu» 
manity.  I  cannot,  however,  believe  this  conduct  to  have 
arisen  from  such  savage  motives  as  the  first  reflection  seems 
naturally  to  suggest ;  out  am  apt  rather  to  impute  it  to  an 
obstinate  and,  as  it  wer^  superstitious'  attachment  to  long- 
established  practices,  and  to  a  settled  contempt  and  hatred 
to  all  innovations,  especially  such  as  are  projected  by  lands- 
men, or  persons  residing  on  shore. 

We  crossed  the  equinoctial,  with  a  fine  fresh  gale  at  N.E. 
on  Friday,  the  28th  November,  at  four  in  the  morninff,  being 
thus  by  estimation,  in  long.  27°  59'  W.  from  London.  In 
the  morning  of  the  2d  December,  we  saw  a  sail  in  the  N.  W. 
and  made  the  Gloucester's  and  Tryal's  siffnals  to  chase;  and 
half  an  hour  after,  let  out  our  reefs  and  ctiased  with  the  rest 
of  the  squadron.  About  noon  a  signal  was  made  for  the 
Wager  to  take  our  remaining  victualler,  the  Ann  pink,  in 
tow ;  but,  at  seven  in  the  evening,  finding  we  did  not  near 
the  chase,  and  that  the  Wager  was  very  far  astern,  wo  short- 
ened sail,  and  recalled  the  cnasing  ships.  Next  day  but  one 
we  again  discovered  a  sail,  which,  on  a  nearer  approach,  we 
judcra  to  be  the  same  vessel.  We  chased  her  the  whole  day, 
ana  though  we  rather  l  Jned  upon  her,  night  came  on  be- 
fore we  could  overtake  her,  which  obliged  us  to  give  over  the 
chase,  to  collect  the  scattered  squadron.  We  were  much 
chagrined  at  the  escape  of  this  vessel,  supposing  her  to  have 
been  an  advice-boat  from  Old  Spain  to  Buenos  Ayres,  sent 
to  give  notice  of  our  expedition :  But  c/e  have  since  learnt 
that  it  was  our  East-India  Company's  packet,  bound  to  St 
Helena. 
On  the  lOtb  December,  being  by  oar  reckoning  in  lat* 
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S0<*  S.  and  long.  S6*  80'  W.  from  Loiidoii»  the  Tfytl  fired  s 
gun  to  denote  soundings.  We  immediatdy  tried,  and  ibund 
sixty  fathoms,  the  bottom  coarse  grcwnd  with  broken  i^ells. 
Hie  Tryal»  which  was  »-head  of  us»  had  at  one  time  thirty- 
■even  fathoms,  which  afterwards  iacreasad  to  nine^,  dker 
which  she  had  no  bottom ;  which  happened  to  us  also  at  our 
second  trial,  though  we  sounded  with  a  Uae  of  150  fiithoms. 
Hiis  is  the  shoal  laid  down  in  most  diarts  by  the  name  of 
the  AhroUoif*  and  it  appeared  we  were  upon  its  venro;  per- 
haps farther  in  it  may  be  extremely  dangerous.  We  were 
then,  by  our  different  accounts,  from  sixty  to  ninety  leitfues 
east  of  the  coast  of  BraziL  Next  day  but  one  we  spoke  a 
Portoguese  brigantine  from  Rio  Janeiro  bound  to  Bahia 
de  todos  Io$  SantM,  by  whidi  we  learnt  that  we  were  thirty- 
four  leaffues  from  Cape  St  Thomas,  and  forty  from  Cape 
Frio ;  ifdiich  latter  bore  from  us  W.  S.  W.  Bv  our  own 
accounts  we  were  nearly  eight  leagues  from  Cape  Frio; 
imd  though,  on  the  information  of  this  brig,  we  altered  our 
course^  standing  more  southerly,  vet,  by  our  coming  in  with 
the  land  afterwards,  we  were  fully  convinced  that  our  own 
reckoning  was  more  correct  than  that  of  the  Portuguese. 
After  passing  lat.  16°  S.  we  found  a  considerable  current 
setting  to  the  southward.  The  sune  took  place  all  along  the 
coast  of  BrasU,  and  even  to  the  southward  of  the  Rio  Plata, 
amouiMiag  sometimes  to  thirty  miles  in  twenty  .four  hours,  and 
pnce  to  above  forty  miles.  Ifj  as  is  most  probable,  this  cur- 
rent be  occasioned  by  the  ranninff  off  of  the  water  which  is 
accumulated  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  bv  the  constant  sweeping 
of  the  eastern  trade-wind  over  the  Ethiopic  Ocean,  it  were 
then  most  natural  to  su{^pose  that  its  general  course  must  be 
determined  by  the  bearings  of  the  adjacent  shores.  Perhaps 
in  every  instance  of  currents  the  same  mav  hold  true,  as  I 
believe  there  are  no  examples  of  any  consi(!(crable  currents  at 
any  great  distance  from  land.  If  this  could  be  ascertained  as 
a  general  principle,  it  might  be  easy  by  their  assistance  and 
the  observed  latitude,  to  correct  the  reckoning.  But  it  were 
much  to  be  wished,  for  the  eeneral  interests  of  navigation, 
that  the  actual  settings  of  the  different  currents  in  various 
parts  of  the  world  were  examined  more  freauently  and  more 
accurately  tha^  appears  to  have  been  done  hitherto. 

We 
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•  'la  the  msp  of  the  world  by  Arrowsniith,  the  Abrolhos  are  imde  a 
cluster  of  ishuids  olF  the  cosst  of  Bnudl,  in  lat.  18"  iv  S.  loog.  SS**  W. 
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}  iWe  hegBM  now  to  grow  impatient  for  a  sight  of  Iand»  both 
for  the  recovery  of  our  sick,  ai>J  for  the  refreshment  and  se- 
curity of  those  who  still  continued  in  health.  When  we  left 
St  Helens,  we  were  in  so  good  a  condition  that  we  only  wit 
two  men  in  the  Centurion  in  our  long  run  to  Madeira.  But 
in  this'  run, :  from  Madeira  to  St  Catharines,  we  were  re> 
markabl^  ^iekly,  so'that  many  died,  and  great  numbers  w«ri|^; 
confined  to  ibeir  hammocks,  both  in  our  ship  and  the  others^ 
and  se'.^efal  T  these  past  ail  hopes  of  recovery.  The  disorders 
they  in  general  laboured  under  were  those  common  to  hot 
climates,  and  which  most  ships  bound  to  the  south  experi- 
ence in  a  greater  or  leaa  degree.  These  were  the  fevers 
usually  called  calentures,  a  disease  not  only  terrible  in  its  first 
instance,  but  of  which  the  remains  often  proved  fatal  to  those 
who  considered  themselves  as  recovered ;  for  it  always  left 
them  in  a  very  weak  and  helpless  condition,  and  usualfy 
afilicted  with  fluxes  or  tenesmus.  By  our  continuance  at  SM 
all  these  complaints  were  every  day  increasing;  so  that  it  WM 
with  great  joy  we  discovered  the  coast  of  Brazil  on  the  18d| . 
December,  at  seven  in  the  morning. 

The  coast  of  Brazil  appeared -high  and  mountainous,  ex- 
tending from  W.  to  W.S.  W.  and  when  we  fint  saw  it,  the 
distance  was  about  seventeen  leagues.  At  noon  we  could 
perceive  a  low  double  land,  bearing  W.S.W.  about  ten 
leagues  distant,  which  we  took  to  be  the  island  of  St  Catha- 
rines. 7  hat  afternoon  and  the  next  morning,  the  wind  be- 
ing N.N.  W.  we  gained  very  little  to  windward,  and  were  ap- 
prehensive of  being  driven  to  leeward  of  the  island :  But  next 
day,  a  little  before  noon,  thie  wind  came  about  to  the  south- 
ward, and  enabled  us  to  steer  in  between  the  N.  point  of  St 
Catharines  and  the  neighbouring  island  of  Alvoredo.  As  we 
stood  in  for  the  land  we  had  regular  soundings,  gradually 
decreasing  from  thirty- six  to  twelve  fathoms,  aU  muddy 
ground.  In  this  last  depth  of  water  we  let  go  our  anchor  at 
five  in  the  evening  of  the  isth,"  the  N.W.  part  of  St  Catha- 
rines bearing  S.S.W.  three  niile>'  ofi*;  and  the  island  of  Al- 
voredo N.N.E.  distant  two  leagues.  Here  we  found  the  tide 
to  set  S.S.E.  and  N.N.  W.  at  tne  rate  of  two  knots,  the  tide 
of  flood  coming  from  the  southward. 

We  could  perceive  from  our  ships  two  fortifications  at  a 
«e-/  contiderable 

*  There  is  an  error  in  date  here,  as  it  has  been  already  said  they  first 

fot  sight  of  the  coast  of  Brazil  on  the  18th,  obviouBly  two  days  before* 
Icni'c,  if  the  former  date  be  right,  this  ought  to  be  the  20th.— £. 
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oontiderable  distance  from  us,  which  seemed  intended  to  pre<* 
vent  the  passaoe  of  an  enemy  between  the  island  o^  St  Ca- 
tharines and  ue  main.    We  could  also  soon  sed  that  our. 
squadron  had  alarmed  the  coast,  as  the  two  forts  hoisted 
their  colours  and  fired  several  guns,  signals,  as  we  supposed, 
Ibr  assembling  the  inhabitants.    To  prevent  any  cohnision,' 
the  commodore  immediately  sent  an  officer  to  comj^imenC 
the  governor,  and  to  request  a  pilot  to  conduct  our  ships 
into  the  road.    The  governor  returned  a  very  civil  aniwer, 
and  ordered  us  a  pilot.    On  the  morning  of  the  ^Oth  we 
weighed  and  stood  in,  and  the  pilot  came  aboard  of  us  about 
noon,  and  the  same  afternoon  brought  us  to  anchor  in  five 
and  a  half  fathoms,  in  a  commodious  bay  on  the  continent, 
called  by  the  French  Bon-port.    From  our  last  anchorage 
to  this,  we  found  every  where  an  oozy  bottom^  the  water  first 
regularly  decreasing  to  five  fathoms,  and  then  increasing  td 
seven,  after  which  we  had  five  and  six  fathoms  alternately. 
Tlie  squadron  weighed  again  next  morning,  in  order  to  run 
above  the  two  fortifications  formerly  mentioned,  which  are 
caHed  the  castles  of  Santa  Cruis  and  St  Joam.    Our  sound- 
inst  between  the  island  and  the  main  were  four,  five^  and  %vt 
folnoms,  with  muddy  ground.    We  saluted  the  castle,  of 
Santa  Cruiz  in  passing  with  eleven  guns,  and  were  answered 
with  an  equal  number.    At  one  in  uic  afternoon  of  the  2  Ist 
December,  the  squadron  came  to  anchor  in  five  fathoms  and 
a  half.  Governor's  Isle  bearing  N.N.W.  St  Joam's  castle 
N.E.  h  E'.and  the  island  of  St  Antonio  S.    At  this  time  the 
squadron  was  sickly,  and  in  great  want  of  refreshments,  both 
of  which  we  hoped  to  have  speedily  remedied  at  this  settle- 
ment, celebrated  by  former  navigators  for  its  healthiness  and 
abundance  of  provisions,  and  for  the  freedom,  indulgence, 
and  friendly  assistance  given  here  to  all  the  ships  of  nations 
iir  amity  wilh  the  crown  of  Portugal. 


SECtlON  V* 

"Procee^ngf  at  St  Ciitharines,  and  a  Description  of  that  Place, 
with  a  sftort  Account  of  Brazil. 

'  Our  first  care  after  mooring  the  ships  was  to  get  our  sick 
men  on  shore ;  preparatory  for  which  each  ship  was  ordered 
by  the  commodore  to  erect  two  tents,  one  for  the  reception 
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of  the  liclcf  and  the  other  for  the  aargeon  and  hi*  uuttantii 
AVe  sent  f khty  *ick  on  shore  from  the  Ccntiiriont  and  I  be* 
iieve  the  other  dhipa  sent  a*  many  in  proportfon  to  the  nnm* 
ber  of  their  hands.  As  soon  as  this  necesf  nrv  dv^y  Vr'-m  per" 
.lonned,  W'i  acraped  our  docks,  and  gav^  out  tkJx*  a  tlsoron^rta 
ckansing^  ^ben  smoaked  it  betwem  decks*  &r:X  lastly  ^rasb^^t^ 
every  part  with  vinegar.  These  operations  wcri)  «K$r«>ni«£ij> 
neot?\>)ary  tttr  conedmg  the  notsame  st'~c;:T>t;b'C<?v.  bor.Ti^^  av.d 
destroyinff  the  vermir:  $  lor,  Seam  the  nvmber  ofT  our  men 
and  ,the  neat  of  the  diniate^  botk  Uicse  a  Usances  had  in* 
creased  upon  u<s  to  a  vot  y  loathsome  deoree,  and,  besidee 
being  mos^^t  intoierably  odeu^ive,  were  doubt  lef?<i  in  some  ^oit 
producUve  of  the  sickness  we  hail  1abourr:d  under  t>s  a  cc»n- 
siderabte  time  before  our  arrk^l  ut  thi.}  island.' 

Our  uext  employment  was  wvod'vig  and  wat  I'.'^g  t\\6 
squadron,  caulking  the  sides  and  4eciui  of  ttv?  shipks,  over- 
hawling  die  rigglu,*^,  and  securing  our  musts  ag&tnst  the  tew'^'' 
pe^taous  weatP^  we  were,  in  all  probability,  to  meet  with  in 
gchip,  round  Cape  Horn  at  so  advanc&l  and  inconvenient « 
s^  .^Tn.  Before  proceeding  in  the  n^irrative  of  oar  voyagi^' 
ii  iTi.' ay  be  p?opev  to  give  some  account  of  the  present  state  of 
ti,!8  island  of  St  Catharines  and  the  nei<j;hbouring  countir; 
both  because  the  circumstances  of  the  ^  lace  have  materiaUy 
changed  from  what  they  were  in  the  time  of  former  writers, 
and  as  these  changes  laid  us  under  many  more  difficultiee 
and  perplexities  than  we  .had  reason  to  expect,  or  than  otlier 
British  ships,  bound  hereafter  to  the  South  Sea,  may  perhapa 
think  it  pradent  to  stru^le  with. 

This  island  is  nine  leagues  from  N.  to  S.  and  two  firom  E.' 
to  W.  It  extends  from  kt.  27*  85^  to  28"  both  &  and  is  in 
kxng.  49*  45^  W.  from  London.*  Although  of  considerafate 
height  it  is  scarcely  discernible  at  the  distance  of  ten  leagues, 
being  obscured  under  the  continent  of  Brazil,  the  mountaiiia 
of  ix^ch  are  exceedingly  high ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach  k 
easily  distinguished^  and  may  be  readily  known  by  having  a 
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3  This  awlter  is  now  infinitely  better  regulated  in  the  Britnh  navy,  aaifr 
with  most  adourable  and  infinitely  important  advantages.  By  die  most 
minute,  sedulous*  and  perpetual  attention  to  cleanliness,  all  noisome  stench 
and  all  vermin  are  prevented*  by  which  doubtless  diseases  are  in  a  gi¥lt 
measnre  leaSMMd.— B. 

*  This  account  of  the  matter  is  very  erroneous.  The  latitudes  are  be*'' 
tween  '2BP  5'  and  28°  30'  both  S.  and  the  longitude  is  49^  KV  W,  fimt 
CJreenwicb.--E. 


■:3»K-ift,'i; 


>M,M& 


CHAP.  Tiir,  SECT.  T.      Copteoh  Jmem, 


M 


number  of  small  islands  at  each  end.'  Fmier  hat  ffiTen  m 
draught  of  the  itkK,d  of  St  Catharines  and  the  neighboaring^ 
coiut,  with  the  smiAer  adjacent  isles;  but  has,  by  mistake^ 
called  the  island  of  AlTorcdo  St  Oal }  whereas  the  true  ishuid 
of  St  Oal  is  seven  or  eight  mUes  northward  of  Alvoredo,  and 
much  smaller.  He  has  also  called  an  isktnd  to  the  southward 
of  St  Catharines  Ahroredo,  and  has  omitted  the  iskind  of 
Masaquara.  In  other  respects  bis  plan  is  sufficiently  exact. 
The  best  entrance  to  the  harbour  is  betwem  the  N.E.  point 
of  the  ishmd  of  St  Catharines  and  the  island  uf  Alvored% 
where  ships  may  pass  under  the  guidance  of  the  lead,  with- 
out the  least  apprehensions  of  danger.  The  north  mtranoe 
is  about  five  miles  broad,  the  distance  from  thence  to  the 
island  of  St  Antonio  is  eight  mHes,  and  the  course  to  that 
island  is  &S.  W.  }  W.  About  the  middle  of  the  island  the 
harbour  is  contracted  to  a  narrow  channd  by  two  points  of 
land,  not  more  than  a  quirter  of  a  mile  separate,  and  at  this 
time  a  battery  was  erecting  on  the  point  on  the  island  side 
to  defend  this  passage.  This  seemea,  however,  a  very  use^* 
less  work,  as  this  channel  had  only  two  fathoms  water,  and 
is  conseqiientlv  only  navigable  for  barks  and  boats,  wherefore 
an  enemy  could  have  no  uducement  to  attempt  this  passage 
more  e^ecially  as  the  northern  one  is  so  broad  and  safe  that 
no  squadron  can  be  prevented  from  coming  in  by  an;^  fcrti- 
fications  whatever,  when  the  sea-breeee  makes.  The  brigadier 
Don  Jose  Sylva  de  Past,  who  is  governor  of  this  settlement^ 
has  a  different  opinion ;  for,  besides  the  i^ve-roentioned 
battery,  there  were  three  oth«r  forts  carrying  on  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  harbour,  none  of  which  were  completed  when  we 
were  there.  The  first  of  theses  called  St  Joam,  was  building 
on  a  point  of  th^  island  of  St  Catharine^  near  Parrot  Island. 
The  second,  in  form  of  a  ha)f>moon,  was  on  the  island  of  St 
Antonio;  tmd  the  thirt^  which  seemed  the  chief,  and  had 
some  appoarMiee  of  a  ii^;«l«r  fortification,  is  on  an  island 
near  the  continent  v'he«v  the  governor  resiiies.  Don  vV)se 
Syhra  de  Pax  was  eeteemed  an  expert  engineev  x  and  he 
doubtless  undMstood  one  branch  of  his  business  very  wet^ 
whidi  is  the  advstnti^^  which  new  works  bring  to  thoee  wW 
have  chaMM  ef  thek  erection. 

The 
1^  ■-■        ■ 

'  Tlitt  MOM  elaborate  nsutical  description  of  thi»  islam!  is  ntesisuiljr 
MiiMed,  as  relerring  to  two  extensive  views,  without  which  the  aeso^plkMi 
««^  bit  •ntnteUigible.— E.  ^ 
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The  toil  of  this  island  is  truly  luxuriant,  producina  many 
kinds  of  fruits  spontaneously,  an<l  is  covered  over  with  <»ie 
continued  forest  of  trees,  in  perpetual  terdure,  and  which, 
from  the  exuberant  fertility  ot  the  soil,  are  so  entinalcd  with 
thorns,  briars,  and  underwood,  as  to  form  an  absomtelv  im- 
penetrable thicket,  except  by  some  narrow  path «  which  tho 
inhabitants  have  opened  for  their  awn  convenience  i  and 
tliese,  with  a  few  spots  cleared  for  plantation  .  along  that  side 
0^  the  island  which  faces  the  continent,  ait  ilie  only  unQfr> 
yered  parts  of  the  island.  The  woods  are  extremely  frar 
aranti  from  the  many  aromatic  trees  and  shrubs  with  which 
they  abound,  and  here  the  I'riiilu  and  veffetabics  uf  all  cli- 
mates thrive,  almost  without  cuUuie,  ancfare  to  be  had  in 
great  plenty,  so  that  there  is  no  want  of  pine-apples,  peacri- 
C8,  ^<ii|M!S,  (iluiigH*!  luiiiiinii  tiilKiMs,  melons,  npricots,  and 
plantains ;  there  is  also  abundance  ui  onions  and  ptitaliiM, 
two  productions  of  no  small  consideration  for  sea^stores.  The 
flesh  provisions  are,  however,  much  inferior  to  the  vegt- 
tables.  There  are,  indeed,  sniali  wild  cattle  to  be  purcha- 
sed, something  like  buffaloes,  but  tliese  are  very  indifferent 
food,  their  flesp  being  of  a  Joose  texture,  and  generally  of  a 
dlsaffrteable  flavour^  probably  owing  to  their  fwding  on  wild 
calabash.  There  are  also  abundance  of  pheasants,  out  they 
are  not  to  be  compared  in  taste  to  those  we  have  in  Eng- 
land. The  other  provisions  of  the  place  are  monkeys,  par 
rots,  aiiil,  above  allt  fish  of  various  sorts :  These  abouod  in 
the  harbour,  and  are  both  exceedingly  gnnil  and  easily 
cautfht,  as  there  are  numerous  sandy  buys,  vety  convenient 
for  haling  the  seyne. 

The  water,  both  on  the  island  and  the  opposite  continent,  is 
excellent:)  and  preserves  at  sea  as  well  as  that  of  the  Thames. 
After  it  has  been  a  day  or  two  in  the  cask,  ^'.  begins  to  purge 
itself,  stinks  most  abominably,  and  is  soon  covered  over  with 
a  green  scum,  which  subsides  iu  a  few  days  to  the  bottom, 
leaving  the  water  perfectly  sweet,  and  as  clear  as  crystal. 
The  French  first  brought  this  place  into  repute  during  their 
South-Sea  trade  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  usually 
wooded  and  watered  in  Bon-port,  on  the  continental  side  of 
the  harbour,  where  they  anchored  in  great  safety  in  six  fa- 
thoms, and  this  is  doubtless  the  most  commodious  station  for 
ships  that.are  meant  only  for  a  short  stay.  We  watered  on 
the  St  Catharine'9  >ide,  at  a  plantation  opposite  to  tlw  island 
of  St  Antonio. 
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Such  are  the  advantaffes  of  this  island ;  but  it  has  its  in- 
conveniences aIso»  partly  proceeding  from  its  climate,  bnt 
Mora  particuhurly  from  its  new  regoutions  and  tlie  form  of 
its  government,  as  lately  establnhed.  In  regard  to  the  cli- 
mate^ it  must  be  remembered  that  the  woods  and  bills  which 
snrffiaond  the  harbour  prevent  a  free  circulation  of  air,  and 
the  oontinual  vigorous  vegetation  furnishes  such  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  vapour,  that  a  thick  iog  covers  the  wtiole  coun- 
try all  night,  and  a  great  part  of  tlie  morning,  continuing  till 
either  the  sun  gathers  strength  to  dissipate  it,  or  it  is  dii^r- 
1  ed  by  a  bsisk  sea-breeze.  This  renders  the  place  close  and 
liuniid,  and  probablv  occasioned  the  many  fevers  and  fluxes 
were  there  afHtcted  with.    I  must  not  omit  to  add,  that 
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we  were  pestered  all  dav  by  vast  numbers  of  mosquetoes, 
which  ore  not  much  unlike  the  gnats  in  England,  bat  much 
more  veiiomuus  in  iheir  stings.     At  sunset,  when  the  mus- 

auetoes  retired,  they  were  succeeded  by  an  infinity  of  sand- 
ies,  wliiili  made  a  mighty  buzzing,  though scaromrdisoern- 
able  by  the  naked  eyej  wherever  these  bite,  they  ^se  a  small 
lump  attended  by  painful  itching,  like  that  arising  from  the 
bite  of  an  English  harvest  bus.  The  only  light  in  which  this 
place  deserves  our  consideratmn  is  its  favourable  situation  for 
supplyinff  and  refreshing  our  cruizers  bound  for  the  Soudi 
Sea,  and  in  this  view  its  greatest  inconveniences  remidn  to 
be  related,  to  do  which  more  distinctlv,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  consider  the  changes  which  it  has  lately  undergone,  both 
in  its  inhabitants,  its  police,  and  its  governor. 

In  the  time  of  Frazier  and  Shelvocke,  this  place  served 
only  as  a  retreat  to  vagabonds  and  outlaws,  who  fled  hither 
from  all  parts  of  Brazil  It  is  true^  that  they  acknovdedged 
their  subiection  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  and  had  a  person 
among  them  whom  thev  called  their  captain,  and  who  waa 
considered  as  a  kind  of  ^veruor ;  but  both  their  allegiance 
to  their  king,  and  their  obedience  to  the  captain,  were 
merely  verbal;  for,  as  they  had  plenty  of  provisions  and  no 
money,  th^  were  in  a  condition  to  support  themselves  with- 
out aid  from  any  neighbouring  settlements,  and  had  nothing 
among  them  to  tempt  any  neighbouring  governor  to  inter- 
pose his  authority  among  them.  In  this  situation  they  were 
extremely  hospitable  and  friendly  to  such  foreign  ships  as 
came  nmon^  them ;  for,  as  these  ships  wanted  only  provi. 
sions,  of  which  the  natives  had  great  store,  while  the  natives 
wanted  clothes,  for  they  often  despised  money,  and  refused  to 
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take  tC»  the  ihip*  furnithed  them  with  apparel  in  exehttMn 
lor  their  provinons,  both  tidea  findiflg  their  acooant  iu  dOa 
traffic,  and  their  captain  had  neither  intereik  nor  pawnMr  m 
tax  or  reitrain  it.  hJ 

Of  UtCk  fbf  reaiona  which  wil  afterwards  appear,  theM  Im* 
licit  Tajpdbondi  liave  been  obliged  to  receive  a  new  eoloiiy 
among  them*  and  to  Mibrtiit  to  new  law*  and  a  new  form  of 
govemment.  Instead  of  th«r  ibrnier  ragged  and  bar»>fcg- 
ged  cHplain,  whom  they  tiook  care»'  however,  to  ke«>  inno- 
cent, Iflcjjr  have  now  the  honoor  of  being  governed  by  Don 
feae  8ylva  de  Pai,  a  brigadier  of  the  armies  of  Portvgri» 
who  is  aoeonpataied  by  a  garrison  of  soldiers,  and  has  oonse- 
qaently  a  more  extensive  and  better  supported  power  thra 
any  of  his  predecessors :  And  as  he  wears  better  eloaths^ 
lives  more  splendidly,  and  has  a  much  better  knowledge  of 
the  impbrtanfce  of  money  than  any  of  them  could  ever  pnih 
timd  tOk  so  hb  0ut8  in  practice  Mrtain  methods  for  procuring 
it  witili  ^"li[ch  they  were  utterly  anacquainted ;  yet  it  may  be 
IbMidi  do^pld  If  the  inhabitants  cinnider  these  mediods  as 
tencUng  to  promote  either  their  interests,  or  that  of  their  so* 
ielvigi^  the  king  of  Portagal.  This  much  n  certain,  that 
his  hehavioor  cannot  but  be  extremefy  embarrassing  to  sa^ 
British  Mj^  as  touch  here  in  their  way  to  the  South  Sem, 

One  of  his  practices  was,  that  he  placed  eentinek  at  all 
the  avenaes^  to  prevent  the  people  from  sdUng  us  any  re^ 
freshmcnts,  except  at  such  exorbitant  rates  as  we  could  not 
i^rd  to  give  His  pretence  for  this  extraordinary  stretdi 
of  power  was,  -  that  he  was  obliged  to  piesorve  their  provi- 
aions  fdr  upwards  of  an  handrra  fimiiiies,  whitih  wen  daily 
iexpected  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  colony.  'Thus  he  seems 
no  novice  in  his  profession,  by  his  readintss  at  inventins  a 
ItlausiMe  |Nretenoe  for  his  interested  management  litis  cirw 
cumstance,  however,  thoug^  sufficiently  provoking,  wm  ftr 
from  being  the  ihost  exceptionable  part  of  his  oonOTCt ;  for, 
as  Ib^  the  aeighiiouiiiood  of  the  Rio  Phita,  a  considerable 
^rnvm^iDg  txme  is  carried  on  between  the  PortuAuese  and 
Spanuor^  especiaMy  in  exchahging  cold  for  silver,l)y  which 
lioth  princes  are  demoded  of  meir  Slhs ;  and  as  £fon  Jose 
was  deeply  engaged  in  this  pnAibited  commerce  in  order  to 
ingratiate  himseTf  with  his  Spanish  correspondents,  he  tre»* 
cheroudy  dispatched  an  express  to  Bnoios  Ayres,  where 
Pizarro  then  fay,  with  an  account  of  our  arrival,  our  strength, 
the  number  of  oui    hips,  guns,  men,  and  every  cirenmstanoe 
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|m  could  tuppoM  our  tamj  douroui  of  being  acqaamted 
with. 

Tbii  mvcht  and  wliat  ve  ihatt  liave  to  rdale  in  the  oonni* 
of  oar  own  prooetdingi,  may  suffice  at  to  the  pretent  »tat«  of 
fit  CathariiMi  and  tbo  character  of  it»  governor,  9ut  aa  the 
reader  may  wish  to  know  the  reaaoni  tot  the  kto  new  mo* 
ddiing  of  toil  lettlemaitf  it  will  require  to  explain  thje  oir^ 
.cumitanc^  to  gije  a  short  account  of  the  acyacentoQiitii^n^ 
of  BraaiU  and  or  the  wonderful  disooreries  which  hm  be69 
made  within  the  last  forty  year%  whichf  from  a  coaatiy  (^ 
twt  mean  cstjma$ion»  has  rendered  it  now  perhaps  the  mos$ 
<ponsiderable  colony  on  the  fiu»  of  th«  earth. 

This  country  was  firs^  discovered  by  Americus  Veqmtio^ 
a  Florentine,  who,  had  the  good  fortune,  to  be  hononmi  by 
giving  hie  name  to  the  immense  con|uient  found  out  100119 
pme  before  by,  Columbus.  As  Vespulio  was  in  'the  service 
of  Portugal*  U^is  discovery  was  settled  and  planned  by  tha( 
liation,  and  aflepwords  devolved  to  the  crown  of  Spain  along 
luth  the  rest  of  the  Portuguese  dominions.  DuriM  the  long 
war  between  Spain  and  the  states  of  Holland,  the  Botdi  poa? 
aessed  themselves  of  the  nortbermost  parts  of  Bracil,  am 
iccpt  it  for  some  years ;  but,  when  the  Portuguese  revolted 
from  the  Spanish  government,  this  country  took  pwi  In  ■  th^ 
revolt,  and  the  Dutch  were  soon  driven  out  of  t^eir  acquisi* 
tions ;  since  which  time  it  has  coniinued  without  interrupt 
tion  under  the  crown  of  Portugal.  Till  the  b^iniiing  of 
the  present  century,  it  was  only  prodncti?e  of  susar  and  to- 
bacco»  and  a  few  other  commodities  of  very  little  import* 
anoe;  but  has  been  lately  discovered  to  abound  in  the 
two  mineral  productiomi,  ^Id  and  diamonds,  which  mankind 
,  hold  in  Uie  highest  estimation,  and  which  they  exercise  their 
utmost  art  and  industry  in  acquiring. 

Gold  was  first  foMud  in  the  mountains  adjacent  to  the  city 

pf  Rio  Janeica    The  occosioii  of  its  discovery  is  variously 

.  related,  but  the  most  common  account  is,  that  the  Indiuif 

^welling  on  the  back  of  the  Portuguese  settlements  were  ob« 

.p  served,  by  the  soldiers  employed  in  an  expnlijcbn  against 

^  thenif  to  use  this  metal  for  fish-hooks ;  and,  «>n  'i.c^iiry  into 

^  tiieir  manner  of  procuring  this  precious  me<<:aJI,  it  appeared 

^  that  great  quantities  of  it  were  annually  washed  from  toe  hills, 

and  kft  among  the  sand  and  gravel  which  remained  in  the 

vallies  after  the  running  off  or  evworation  of  the  water.    It 

^,  is  now  [in  1740]  little  more  than  rorty  years  since  any  quan* 
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tMtii  of  gold,  wordi  nodee,  htft  be«n  imported  fVom  BnaSi 
to  Europt  (  but,  since  thfit  time,  the  annual  import!  hvn 
been  contfnualljr  augmented  bj  the  diicovcry  or  placet  in 
other  proTlncee,  where  it  it  to  be  met  with  at  ptentifuliy  as 
at  firtt  about  Rio  Janeiro.  It  it  alleged  that  a  ttender  vein* 
of  gold  spread  through  all  the  country,  at  about  twentv-four 
fteC  below  the  tarfiu:e,  but  that  thit  vein  is  too  thin  and  poor 
to  aniipr  the  expence  ofdig^^ing.*  However,  where  the  ri- 
ven or  raint  have  had  any  course  for  a  considerable  time, 
there  gold  is  always  to  be  collected,  the  water  having  sepa- 
rated the  metal  from  the  earth,  and  deposited  it  la  the  sands, 
thereby  saving  the  expence  of  digging!  hence  it  it  ctteemed 
an  infidlible  gain  to  be  able  to  divert  a  ttream  from  itt  chan- 
nel, and  rantack  itt  bed.  From  thit  account  of  the  manner 
of  gathering  gold,  it  iliould  follow  that  there  arc  no  mines  of 
this  metal  in  Brazil,  and  thit  the  governor  of  Rio  Grande, 
who  happened  to  be  at  St  Catharines,  and  frequently  visited 
Mr  Anson,  did  most  confidently  affirm,  assuring  us  that  all 
the  gold  was  collected  from  rivers,  or  from  the  oeds  of  tor- 
rents after  floods.  It  is  indeed  asserted  that  larae  rocks  are 
found  in  the  mountains  abounding  in  gold,  and  1  hove  seen 
a  fragment  of  one  of  these  rocks  having  a  considerable  lump 
of  flold  entangled  in  it ;  but,  even  in  thit  cate,  tlie  workmen 
only  break  im  the  rockt,  and  do  not  properly  mine  into 
them }  and  the  orcat  expence  of  tubtitttng  among  thete 
mountaint,  and  m  afterwardt  teparating  the  metal  from  the 
stone,  occationt  thit  method  of  procuring  gold  to  be  but  rare- 
ly put  in  practice. 

Tlie  examining  the  bottom  of  rivert  and  bedt  of  torrents, 
and  the  wathing  the  gold  there  fonnd,  from  the  tand  and  dirt 
with  which  it  it  olwayt  mixed,  are  performed  by  ilavet,  who 
arc  principally  negroet,  kept  in  great  numbert  by  the  Portu- 

Suete  fbr  thit  purpote.    Tne  regulation  of  the  cmty  of  thete 
avet  it  tingufar,  at  they  are  each  of  them  obliged  to  fiimith 
their  matter  with  the  eighth  part  of  an  ounce  of  gold  daily*' 

*  1  The  author  ought  here  to  have  aaid,  •  t^itt  laver,  or  Uratmih  to  ex* 
preu  the  obvious  mesaing  intended  in  the  test.-— £. 

*  The  editor  wa*  inrnroied.  mmnyymutmp,  by  an  inteUq^ent  native  of 
Rio  Janeiro,  that  the  search  for  ootdis  oonSned  by  law  to  certain  districts, 
on  purpose  to  secure  the  royal  mth't  and  that  all  over  the  country  round 
Rio  Janeiro,  where  the  search  is  prohibited,  ^Id,  emeralds,  and  aqua*n»- 
riaes  are  found  in  small  guantitiear  on  every  occasion  of  digging  to  any 
depth  into  the  earth,  ns  for  the  purpoae  of  a  pit-well. — ^E. 

'  On  the  data  of  the  text,  and  allowing  sixty-five  days  in  the  year  for 
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|f  they  mm  eitlur  wa  fertniMt*  or  industrioul  as  to  opIUot  a 
grwter  q«anUty.  tb«  turplui  boooiMf  their  own  property, 
•nd  they  may  otipoee  of  it  M  they  think  fHl  to  tb«t  tome 
ncgrqeik  who  have  aocidentaUv  fallen  upon  rich  waihing- 
plioeei  are  laid  to  have  themwlvct  purehaaed  davcti  and  to 
aaye  lived  afterwards  in  great  splendour,  their  original  mas- 
ter having  no  other  demand  upon  them  than  the  daily  sup- 
ply of  the  before-mentioned  eighths;  which,  as  the  Portu- 
guese ounce  is  somewhnt  lighter  than  our  troy  ounee^  may 
•mount  to  about  nine  shillings  sterh'nff. 

The  quantity  of  gold  thus  colloctedin  the  Brazils  and  re- 
turned annually  to  Lisbon,  may  be  estimated,  in  some  de- 
gree, from  the  amount  of  the  royal  fifth.  This  has  been  of 
Ute  computed,  one  year  with  another,  at  one  hundrad  and 
fifty  aroun,  of  thirty-two  Portuguese  pounds  each,  which,  va- 
lued at  L.  4  sterling  the  troy  ounce,  make  very  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling;  and  coniequently  the 
capital,  of  which  this  is  the  fifth,  is  about  a  miUion  and  a 
half  sterling.  It  is  obvious  that  the  annual  return  ofgold 
to  Lisbon  cannot  be  less  than  this,  though  it  may  be  diflScult 
to  gueM  how  much  more  it  may  be.  Perhaps  we  may  not 
be  much  mistaken  in  conjteturing  that  the  gold  exchanged 
!with  the  Spaniards  at  Buenos  Ayres  for  silver,  and  what  it 
privately  brought  to  Europe  without  paying  the  duty,  may 
amount  to  near  half  a  million  more,  which  will  make  the  en- 
tire yearly  produce  of  Brazilian  gold  nearly  two  millions  ster- 
ling }  a  prodigious  sum  to  be  found  in  a  country  which  only 
•  few  years  since  was  not  known  to  furnish  a  single  grain. 

Besides  gold,  this  country  also  aflbrds  diamonds,  as  already 
mentioned.    The  discovery  of  these  valuable  stones  is  much 


and  beds  of  rivero,  but  only  in  particular  places,  and  by  no 
means  so  universally  spread  throughout  the  country.  Thoyi 
were  often  found  while  washing  ror  gold,  before  they  were 
known  to  be  diamonds,  and  were  consequently  thrown  awoy 
along  with  the  sand  and  gravel ;  and  It  is  well  remembered 
that  numbers  of  very  large  stones,  which  would  have  made 
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Sundays  and  high  festivala,  the  yearly  profit  of  ono  ^ave  to  hts  niaitor 
would  be  L.  IS5  tterling.— E. 
f  The  author  writes  as  of  the  year  1740.— E. 
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th^foitttnesdrth^poJueMon,  htVepflAied  aiitr«gaird()lltliirdiu|h 
th6  hitids  ttf  those  who  n&it  iiajptetieiitly  tuj^poM  fhe  mbm^ 
^iiig  f«66ction.  However,  about  twenty  yean  i^iriee,  [ihat 
ife,  in  £7ffO,]  a  person  acquainted  with  the  appearance  df  tough 
diaidOiids,  concdved  that  these  pebbles,  as  th^  wtoe  then 
caOedy  were  of  the  same  kind ;  vet  it  is  said  there  was  a  conw 
siderable  interval  betwedi-  the  first  stating  of  this  opinion  and 
itA  confirmkition,  byproper  eSUaninAti^/M  it  was  difBcdt  to 
^Muade  the  inhatntants  that  what  thi^  had  been  long  ac^ 
customed  to  despise,  could  be  of  such  Amazing  importimce ; 
and  in  th!»  interval,  as  I  was  told,  a  governor  of  one  of  these 
plMces  procure  a  good  number  of  these  stones,  which  he 
pretended  to  make  use  of  as  marketa  at  cards.  The  truth  (^ 
the  disisovery  was  at  last  confimied  by  skilfbl  jewellers  in  Eu- 
rope, who  were  consulted  od  the  occasion,  and  who  declared 
that  these  Brazili'  sbbles  were  true  diamonds,  many  of 
which  were  not  ?  .Libr  in  lustre,  or  other  qualities,  to  those 
of  the  East  Indies.  On  this  heiag  made  known,  the  PbrtU- 
guese  in  the  neighbourhckid  of  the  places  where  thisse  hdd 
been  first  dllcovered,  set  themselves  to  search  for  diamonds 
with  greAt  asdduit;^,  and  were  hopeful  of  discovering  them  in 
considerable  quantities,  as  thc^  found  large  ifocks  of  crystal 
in  many  of  the  mountains  whence  the  streams  proceeded  that 
washed  down  the  diamonds.  3 

-  Soon  after  this  discovery,  it  Was  represented  to  the  king  of 
Foltiigal,  that  if  diamonds  should  be  met  with  in  such  abuh^ 
dance  as  their  simguine  expectations  seemed  to  indicate 
their  value  and  estimation  would  be  so  debased  as  to  ruin  all 
die  £ur(^)eans  who  had  any  quantity  of  East  India  diamonds 
in  their  possession,  and  would  even  rfender  the  discovery  it- 
self of  no  importance,  and  prevent  his  majesty  from  deriving 
any  advantages  from  it.  On  these  considerations,  his  majes- 
ty thought  proper  to  restrain  the  general  search  for  dia^ 
monds,  and  erected  a  diamond  company,  with  an  exclusive 
charter  for  this  purpose}  in  which  company,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  sum  of  mon^  paid  to  the  king,  the  property  of  all 
diamonds  found  in  Brazil  is  vested :  But,  to  hinder  them 
from  collecting  too  large  quantities,  and  thereby  reducing 
their  value  in  the  market,  they  are  prohibited  from  employ- 
ing above  eisht  hundred  elaves  in  this  search.  To  prevent 
any  of  his  oUier  subjects  from  continuing  the  search,  and  to 
sscure  the  company  against  interlopers,  a  large  town,  and 
considerable  surrounding  district,  has  been  depopulated ;  and 
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dl  th«  ii|lMbilaiitii»  said  to  have  amounted  to  six  t]iooaaiid» 
have  been  obliged  to  remove  to  another  part  of  the  country : 
For  as  this  town  and  district  were  in  the  neigbbouriiood'Of 
dto  diamonds^  it  was  thon|^t  inposslble  to  prevent  such  a 
number-  of  people  from  freqoentfy  smuggKn|^<if  idlewed  to 

iMide  on  the  spot.  i . ' 

In  consequence  of  these  important  disoovinrtcs  ha.  Braail, 
tubw  lay*,  new  governments,  and  new  relations,  have  been 
enablisbed  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Not  long  ago 
there  was  a  considerable  track  of  country  possessed  by  a  set 
of  inhabitants  called  Paalists,  from  the  name  of  their  princi- 

Sil  settlement,  who  were  almost  independent  of  the  crown  of 
Ortugal,  to  which  it  scarcely  ever  aqknowlef^jed  a- nominal 
allegiance.  These  Paulists  are  said  to  be  descendants  from 
the  Portuguese  who  retired  from  the  nMthem  part  of  Bra- 
zil when  it  was  invaded  and  possessed  by  the  Dutch.  Being 
long  neglected  by  their  superiors,  owing  to  the  confusions  m 
the  times,  and  <x>li^ed  to  provide  for  tbar  own  security  and 
defence,  the  necessity  of  theivaffairs  produced  a  kind  of  go* 
vemment  among  themselves,  which  sufficed  for  their  mode  of 
life.  Thus  habituated  to  their  own  regulations^  they  becwne 
fond  of  indmendence^  so  that,  r^ectii^  the  mandates  of  the 
court  of  Lisbon,  t'tey  were  often  engaged  in  a  state  of  down- 
right rebellion ;  and,  owing  to  the  mountains  surrounding 
their  country,  and  the  diflMsulty  of  clearing  the  few  passes 
leading  towanJs  it,  they  were  generally  abw  to  make  their 
own  terms  before  Uiey  submittra.  But  as  gold  was  found  in 
this  country  of  the  Paulists,  the  present  king  <^Portugc  Vin 
whose  reign  almost  all  these  great  discoveries  have  been 
made,  thought  it  necessary  to  reduce  this  province^  now  be- 
come of  great  importance,  under  the  same  depradenee  and 
obedience  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  which  was  at  length 
cflfectod,  though,  as  I  was  infbnned,  with  great  difficulty. 

The  same  motives  which  induced  his  majesty  to  reduce 
the  Paulistii,  have  also  occasioned  the  changes  which  I  have 
mentioned  as  having  taken  place  at  the  idand  of  St  Catha- 
rines: Forj  AS  we  were  assured  by  the  governor  of  Rio 
Grande,  there  are  considerable  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood 
that  are  found  to  be  extremely  rich  in  guld,  for  which  rea- 
son a  military  governor  with  a  garrison  have  been  placed 
here,  along  v/ith  a  new  colony;  and,  as  the  harbour  at  this 
island  is  by  much  fhe  largest  and  most  secure  of  any  on  the 
coast,  it  is  not  improbable,  if  the  riches  of  the  neighbour- 
.   '  hood 
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hood  answer  their  present  expectation,  that  it  may  become 
in  dme  the  principal  settlement  in  Brazil,  and  the  mort  con- 
siderable port  in  all  South  America. 

This  much  I  thought  necessary  to  insert,  in  relation  to 
the  present  state  of  Brazil  and  of  the  island  of  St  Catharines ; 
for,  as  this  last  place  has  been  generally  recommended  as  the 
most  elu^ble  place  for  our  cruizers  to  refresh  at  when  bound 
to  the  ^uth  Sea,  I  believed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  instruct  my 
countrymen  in  the  hitherto  unsuspected  inconvoiiences  whimi 
attend  that  place.  And,  as  the  Brazilian  gold  and  diamonds 
are  subjects  of  novelty,  of  which  very  few  particulars  have 
hitherto  been  published,  I  considered  that  the  account  I  have 
been  able  to  collect  respecting  them  might  not  be  regarded 
either  a  trifling  or  useless  digression. 

When  we  first  arrived  at  St  Catharines,  we  were  em- 
ployed in  refreshing  our  sick  on  shore,  in  wooding  and  wa- 
tenng  the  squadron,  in  cleaning  our  ships,  and  in  exami- 
ning and  securing  our  masts  and  rigging,  as  formerly  men- 
tioned. At  the  same  time  Mr  Anson  gave  orders  that  the 
ships  companies  should  be  supplied  with  fresh  meat,  and 
have  a  full  allowance  of  all  kinds  of  provisions.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  orders  we  had  fresK  meat  sent  on  board  con- 
tinually for  our  daily  expenditure;  and  every  thing  else 
that  was  wanting  to  make  up  our  allowances,  was  received 
from  the  Anna  rink,  our  victualler,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  provisions  on  board  the  ships  of  the  squadron  as  entire 
as  possible  for  lutuie  service.     As  the  season  of  the  year 

frew  every  day  less  favourable  for  our  passage  round  Cape 
lorn,  Mr  Anson  was  very  anxious  to  leave  St  Catharines 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  were  at  first  in  hopes  that  all 
our  business  would  be  concluded,  and  we  should  be  in  rea- 
diness to  sail,  in  about  a  fortnight  from  our  arrival ;  but, 
on  examining  the  masts  of  the  Tryal,  we  found,  to  our  no 
small  vexation,  inevitable  employment  for  twice  that  time  ; 
for,  on  a  survey,  her  main-mast  was  sprung  the  upper 
woulding,  though  that  was  thought  capable  of  being  secured 
by  means  of  two  fishes ;  but  the  fore-mast  was  reported  en- 
tirely unfit  for  service,  on  which  the  carpenters  were  sent 
into  the  woods  in  search  of  a  stick  proper  for  a  new  fore- 
mast. After  a  search  of  four  days,  nothing  could  be  found 
fit  for  the  purpose;  wherefore,  on  a  new  consultation,  it 
was  agreed  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  mast  bv  three  fishes, 
in  which  work  tlic  carpenters  were  employed  till  within  % 
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day  or  two  of  our  departure,  h)  the  meantime,  thinking  it 
necessary  to  Jiavc  a  clean  vessel,  on  nur  arrival  in  the  South 
Sea,  the  commodore  ordered  the  Tryol  to  be  hove  down, 
which  occasioned  no  loss  of  time,  as  it  might  be  completed 
while  the  carpenters  were  refitting  her  masts  on  shore. 

A  sat)  being  discovered  in  the  offing  on  the  27th  Decem- 
ber, and  not  knowing  but  she  might  be  l^anish,  the  eigh- 
teen-oared  boat  was  manned  apd  armed,  and  seQt  under 
the  command  of  our  second  lieutenant,  tp  examine  her  be- 
fore she  got  within  the  protection  of  the  forts.  She  pro- 
ved to  be  a  Portuguese  brigantine  from  Rio  Grajnde ;  and, 
though  our  officer  behaved  with  the  utmost  civility  to  the 
master,  and  even  refused  to  accept  a  calf  which  the  master 
pressed  him  to  accept,  the  governor  took  great  offence  «l 
the  sending  our  boat,  talking  of  it  in  a  high  strain,  as  a 
violation  oitbe  peace  subsisting  between  the  croons  of  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal  We  thus  attributed  this  blusterinjr 
to  no  deeper  cause  than  the  natufal  insolence  of  Don  Jose  ; 
but  when  he  charged  our  officer  with  behaving  rudely,  and 
attempting  to  take  by  violence  the  calf  which  he  had  refused 
as  a  present,,  we  had  reason  to  suspect  that  he  purpose!/ 
sought  this  quarrel,  and  had  more  important  objects  ip  view 
than  the  mere  captiousness  of  his  temper.  What  these 
motives  might  be  we  had  then  no  means  of  determining,  or 
even  guessing  at ;  but  we  afterwards  found,  by  letters  ytrjhich 
fell  into  our  hands  when  in  the  South- Seas,  that  he  had 
dispatched  an  express  to  Fizarro,  who  then  lay  in  the  Rio 
Plata,  with  an  account  of  our  arrival  at  St  Catharines,  to- 
gether with  a  most  ample  and  circumstar!'  i^  account  of  our 
rorce  atid  pondition.  We  then  conceive,  that  Don  Josp 
had  raised  this  groundless  clamour  on  purpose  to  prevent  us 
from  visiting  the  brigantine  when  she  should  go  away  again, 
lest  we  might  have  found  proofs  of  bis  perfidy,  and  perhaps 
have  discovered  the  Secret  of  his  t^  ^ggiing  correspondence 
with  his  neighbouring  governors,  and  with  the  Spai^iards  at 
Buenos  Ayies. 

It  was  near  a  month  before  the  Tryal  was  refitted ;  for 
not  only  were  her  lower-masts  defective,  but  her  main-top- 
mast and  fore-yard  were  likewise  found  rotten.  While  tni« 
work  was  ^oing  on,  the  other  ships  of  the  squadron  set  up 
new  standing-rigging,  together  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
preventer  shrowds  to  each  mast,  to  secure  them  in  the  most 
eflectual  manner.    Also,  in  order  to  render  the  ships  s|itfer, 

to 


% 


i\ 


n 


4* 


V   \i 


\:.;  I 


i 


366  Earfy  Circummmgations,      bait  ii.  mok  if . 

to  enable  them  to  cany  more  sail  abroad,  end  to  prevent 
them  from  straming  their  upper  ivorkt  in  hard  gales  tii 
mndi  the  several  captains  were  ordered  to  p«t  aomeof  dieiir 
great  guns  into  their  holds.  These  precautions  being  eoBtf*  1 
plied  with,  and  all  the  ships  having  taken  in  aa  much  wood 
and  water  as  there  was  room  for,  the  Tryal  was  at  last 
completed,  and  the  whole  squadron  was  ready  for  sea :  On 
which  the  toits  on  shore  were  struck,  and  «il  the  sick  re- 
mov^  on  board.  We  bad  here  a  melanc^c^  proof  how 
much  the  healthiness  of  this  place  was  over-rated  by  former 
writers;  for,  thouch  the  Centurion  had  akme  buried  n6 4 
less  than  twenty-eight  of  her  men  suice  our  arrival,  yet, 
in  the  same  interval,  the  number  of  her  sick  had  increased 
from  eighty  to  ninety-six. 

All  being  embarked,  and  every  thing  pr^arcd  for  our 
dqsarture,  the  commodore  made  the  si^sJ  for  all  obtains, 
and  delivered  them  their  orders,  containing  the  successive 
places  of  rendcuirous  from  hence  to  the  coast  of  Chili.  Next 
day,  bcin^  the  18th  of  January,  1741,  the  signal  was  made 
for  wdghm^  and  the  squadron  put  to  sea  j  leaving  this  is* 
land  ca  St  Catttarines  without  regret,  as  we  had  iMen  ex* 
tremely  disappointed  in  our  accommodationn  and  expecta- 
tations  of  refreshment,  and  in  the  humane  and  friendly  o^ 
fices  we  had  been  taught  to  look  for,  in  a  place  so  much 
celebrated  for  its  hospitality,  freedom,  and  convenience; 


Section  VI. 

2%e  Run  from  St  Catharitm  to  Port  Ji  Julian ;  with  some 
Account  ^'  that  Port,  and  qftkj  Country  to  the  South  of  the 
Rio  Plata, 

In  quitting  St  Catharines,  we  left  the  last  amicable  port 
wc  proposea  to  touch  at,  and  were  now  proceeding  to  a 
hostUl^  or  at  best  a  desert  and  inhospitable  coast.  As  we 
were  to  expect  a  more  boisterous  climate  to  the  southward 
than  any  we  had  yet  experienced,  not  only  our  danger  of 
separation  would  by  this  means  be  much  augmented,  but 
other  accidents  of  a  more  mischievous  nature  were  also  to 
be  apprehended,  and  as  much  as  possible  provided-against. 
Mr  Anson,  therefore,  in  appointing  the  various  stations  at 
-which  the  ships  of  ibe  squadron  were  to  rendezvous,  had 
"'•  considcfred 
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conric^ed  tlwt  hhtwrtt  ahipmiirht  be  disableil  flron  getting 
Mfitikd' Cape  Horn,  w  might  be  lost,  and'j^li^  tlmrefbire 
]M<^ier  diiteiioM,  that,  even  in  that  case,  Oi^'eaqiMditioii 
mi^pt  not  be  abandoned.  The  orders  delivered  Co  the  cap*> 
liittSj,  the  day  before  sailinff  frt>m  St  CathariniM,  were,  in 
ease  of  separation,  which  they  were  to  endeavour  t6' avoid 
#ith'the  Utmost  care,  that  the  €rst  place  d(  ren<?.«ivoiis  wa« 
to  be  Port  St  Julian,  describing  the  place  froios  Shr  Johtt 
Narborou^'s  account  of  it  Thev  were  there  to  provide  at 
much  salt  as  they  cottid  lake  on  beard,  both  for  their  own 
use  and  that  of  the  other  ships  of  the  sqacdron  \  and,  if 
nM  joined  by  the  commodore  after  a  stay  of  feu  days,  thev 
#ire  then  to  pass  through  the  straits  of  Lb  Maire  auid  round 
CJape  Horn  into  the  South- Seas,  where  the  next  place  of 
liendezvous  was  to  be  the  island  of  Nostra  Senora  del  So* 
coro,  in  lat  45"  S.  long.  T  l»  12'  W.  from  the  Lizard.  *  Thajf 
were  to  bring  this  island  to  bear  E.N.E.  and  to  cruize  froni 
live  to  twelve  leagues  distance  from  it,  as  lone  as  their  store 
of  wood  and  water  would  permit,  both  of  which  they  wero 
directed  to  expend  with  the  utmost  frugality.  When  under 
the  necessity  of  procuring  a  fresh  supply,  they  were  tb 
stand  ^lif,  an'3  endeavour  to  find  an  anchorage ;  and  in  cose 
they  could  not,  and  the  weather  made  it  dangerous  to  sup- 
ply the  shif  8  by  standing  off  and  on,  they  were  then  to 
make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandet 
in  lat.  33**  37'  S.  at  which  island,  after  recruiting  thdr  wood 
and  water,  they  were  to  cruize  off  the  anchorage  for  fifiy-six 
days ;  and,  if  not  joined  by  the  commodore  in  that  tim^ 
they  were  to  conch  Je  that  some  accident  had  befallen  him, 
and  were  forthwith  to  put  themselves  under  the  command 
of  the  senior  officer^  who  was  to  use  his  utmost  endeavour 
io  annoy  the  enemy  both  by  sea  and  land.  In  this  view^ 
the  iiew  commander  was  urged  to  continue  in  these  seas  as 
k)ng  as  provisions  lasted,  or  as  they  could  be  supplied  by 
what  could  be  tnkon  from  the  enemy,  reserving  only  a  su^ 
ciency  to  carry  the  ships  to  Macao,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river  of  Canton  on  the  coast  of  China ;  whence,  being  sup- 
plied with  a  new  stock  of  provision^  they  were  to  make  mb 
best  of  their  way  to  England.    As  it  was  found  stiU  impc^ 

sible 

'  The  centre  of  the  island  of  Socoro,  or  Guayteca,  on  the  western 
coast  of  Patagoniii,  is  in  lat.  45°  10'  S.  and  long.  73*  4(/  W.  from  Greea< 
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■ible  to  unloid  the  Anna  Pink*  onr  victualler,  the  commo* 
dore  ^ve  hef  master  inttructions  for  the  same  rendezrouiei, 
and  similar  orders  to  put  himself  under  the  command  of  th« 
remaining  senior  officer.  j. 

Under  these  ordersy  the  squadron  sailed  from  St  Catha-' 
rines  on  Sundav  the  18th  of  January,  1741.  Next  day  we 
had  very  squally  weather*  attended  with  rain,  lightning, 
and  thuii4crj  but  it  soon  cleared  up  again,  with  Ikht 
breezes,  Mtd  continued  so  to  the  evwiing  of  the  21st,  when 
it  again  blew  fresh,  and,  increasing  all  nigbt«  it  became  a 
most  violent  storm  by  next  mommg, .  accompanied  by  so 
thick  a  fc^  that  it  wm  impossible  for  us  to  see  to  the  dit- 
tance  of  two  ships  lengths,  and  we  consequently  lost  sight 
«f  all  the  souadron.    On  this  a  signal  was  niad^  by  firing 

Suns,  to  brwg  to  with  the  larh^iard  tacks,  the  wind  being 
ue  east  We  in  the  Centurion  handed  the  top-sails,  bunt- 
ed the  main-sail,  and  lay  to  under  a  reefed  inizen  till  noon, 
when  the  fog  dispersea,  and  we  soon  discovered  all  the 
ships  of  the  squadron,  except  the  Pearl,  which  did  not  join 
till  near  a  month  afterwards.  The  Tryal  was  a  great  way 
to  leeward,  having  lost  her  main-mast  in  the  squall,  and 
having  been  obliged  to  cut  away  the  wreck,  for  fear  of  bil- 
ging. We  therefore  bore  down  with  the  squadron  to  her 
relief  and  the  Gloucester  was  ordered  to  take  her  in  tow, 
as  the  weather  did  not  entirely  abate  till  next  day,  and  even 
then  a  great  swell  continued  from  the  eastward,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  preceding  storm.  After  this  accident  we  con- 
tinued to  the  southward  with  little  interruption,  finding  the 
same  setting  of  the  current  we  had  observed  before  our  ar- 
rival at  St  Catharines ;  that  is,  we  generally  found  ourselves 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  southward  of  our  reckoning  by 
the  |off  every  day.  This,  with  some  inequality>  lasted  till 
we  had  passed  the  latitude  of  the  Rio  Plata,  and  even  then 
the  same  current,  however  difficult  to  be  accounted  for, 
undoubtedly  continued ;  for  we  were  not  satisfied  in  attri- 
buting this  appearance  to  any  error  in  our  reckoning,  but 
tried  it  more  than  onc^  when  a  calm  rendered  it  practic- 
able. 

Immediately  on  getting  to  the  south  of  the  latitude  of  the 
Rio  Plata  we  had  soundings,  which  continued  all  along  the 
coast  of  Patagonia.  These  soundings,  when  well  ascertain- 
ed, being  of  great  use  in  determining  the  position  of  a  ship 
on  this  coast,  and  as  we  tried  them  more  frequently,  in 

greater 
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greater  depths,  and  with  more  attci.v.on,  than  I  believe  had 
ever  been  done  before,  I  shall  recite  our  obtcryations  mi 
tUa  subject  as  succinctly  as  I  can.  In  lat  86*  BV  S.  we  had 
60  fathoms  on  a  bottom  of  fine  black  and  grey  sand :  From 
Uience  to  39"  55'  S.  we  variidi  our  depths  from  50  to  80  &- 
thorns,  but  always  with  the  same  bottom  :  Between  the  last- 
mentioned  latitude  and  43"  16'  S.  we  had  only  fine  grey  sand^ 
idth  the  same  variation  of  depths,  except  tnat  we  once  oV 
Iwice  lessened  the  water  to  40  fathoms.  Afler  this  we  con- 
tinued in  40  fathoms  for  about  half  a  degree,  having  a  bot^: 
torn  of  coarse  sand  and  broken  shells,  at  which  time  we' 
were  in  sight  of  land  at  not  above  seven  leagues  distance. 
Ai  we  edged  from  the  land  we  had  a  variety  of  soundings  { 
first  black  sand,  then  muddy,  and  soon  afler  rough  ground 
!vith  stones :  But  when  we  had  incre&wd  our  depth  to  forty- 
eight  fathoms^  we  had  a  muddy  bottom  to  the  lat.  of  40*  10' 
S.  Hence  drawing  near  the  shore^  we  had  at  first  thirty-six 
fathoms,  and  still  kept  shoaling  till  w?  came  into  twelve  fa- 
thoms, having  constantly  small  stones  and  pebbles  at  the  bot- 
tom. 

Part  of  this  time  we  had  a  view  of  Cape  Blanco,  in  about 
lat.  47*  10'  S.  and  long.  fl9*'  W.  from  London.*  Steering 
from  hence  S.  by  £.  nearly,  we  deepened  our  water  to  fifty 
fathoms  in  a  run  of  about  thirty  leagues,  without  once  alter- 
ing the  bottom ;  and  then  drawing  towards  the  shore^  with 
a  §.  W.  course,  varying  rather  westward,  we  had  constantly 
a  sandy  bottom  till  we  came  to  thirty  fathoms,  when  we  had 
again  a  sight  of  land  in  about  lat.  48°  31'  S.  We  made  this 
land  on  the  17th  February,  and  came  to  anchor  at  five  that 
afternoon  in  lat.  48^  58'  S.  with  the  same  soundings  as  be- 
fore; the  southermost  land  then  in  view  bearing  S.S.W.  the 
northermost  N.JK  a  small  island  N.  W.  and  the  westermost 
hummock  W.S.  W.  At  this  anchorage  we  found  the  tide  to 
set  S.  by  W. 

We  weighed  anchor  at  five  next  morning,  and  an  hour 
afterwards  descried  a  sail,  which  was  soon  found  to  be  the 
Pear],  which  had  separated  from  us  a  few  days  after  leaving 
St  Catharines.  Yet  she  increased  her  sail  and  stood  away 
from  the  Gloucester ;  and  when  she  came  up,  the  people  of 

th« 

^  Gape  Blanco  is  in  lat  47°  SO'  S.long.  64°  30".  W.  from  Greenwich. 
At.this  place,  instead  of  a  description  of  Cape  Blanco,  the  original  gives 
two  views  of  the  coast  in  different  directions,  as  seen  from  sea;  her« 
omitted  for  reasons  already  assigned.— E.  ,,...,_„„  .,,., 


ill 


■V 


(: 


T»-«^»M*TO      Tv^   .'3-'(»!^. 


If 


\l    .4 


i 


Earfi/  Cinumnaxigi»fiom.         part  ji.  book  0, 

iM  Pearl  had  Htn&t  hammodu  ia  th«ir  mttin^  md  tn^rf 
thin|f  ready  ibr  an  engageivient.  The  Pearl  joined  us  abooC 
two  111  the  aAeinoon,  and  runninff  up  under  our  »tern»  Tiipi'' 
tenant  $alt  informed  the  commocbre  that  Captain  Kidd  had 
died  on  the  91st  of  January-  He  likewise  said  that  he  )u4 
••en  ^ve  large  shipi  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  which  hewf 
ioino  time  imagined  had  been  our  squadron,  insomuch  that 
]|e  suffered  the  commanding  ship,  whieh  wore  a  red  broad 
^  fvndant  exactly  resembling  that  of  our  commodore  at  tJM 

tinjn  top-roast  head,  to  oome  within  guQ-shot  of  the  Peart 
efore  he  discovered  the  mistake ;  but  then,  finding  it  .WM 
not  the  Centurion,  he  htUed  dose  upon  a  wioa  and  c^owd^ 
from  theirs  with  all  sail;  and  standing  across  a  rlppliPA 
where  they  hesitated  to  follow,  he  happfly  escaped'  ne  Jbatf 
made  them  out  to  be  five  Spanish  ships  of  war,  one  of  ww(^ 
wa«  so  exceedingly  like  the  Gloucester  that  he  was  under 

great  apprehension  when  chased  now  by  the  Gloucester.  He 
loiight  they  consisted  of  two  seventy-gun  ships,  twoof  fiftyi 
and  one  of  forty  {  the  whole  of  which  squadron  chased  hini 
all  that  day,  but  at  night,  finding  they  could  not  get  near| 
they  gate  over  the  chase  and  f^tood  arway  to  the  souuiward. 
•  iim  we  not  be6n  under  thr  necessity  of  refittina  the  Tryal^ 
^is  intelligence  wouU  have  prevented  our  making  any  stay 
at  St  Julians ;  but  as  it  was  impossible  for  that  sloop  to  pro* 
ceed  round  Cape  Horn  in  her  present  condition,  some  stay 
there  became  inevitable ;  and  therefore  we  c^me  to  an  ancbof 
again  the  same  evening  in  twenty-five  fathoms,  the  bottom  ^ 
mixture  of  mud  and  sand,  a  high  hummock  bearing  froip  m 
B<  W*  by  W.  Weighing  at  nine  next  morning,  wa  sent  tbf 
cutters  of  the  Centurion  and  Severn  in  shore  to  discover  the 
harbour  of  St  Julian,  while  the  shijps  kept  standing  along  tha 
coast  about  a  leoguc  from  the  land.  ^  six  in  the  evening 
Ire  anchored  in  Uie  bay  of  St  Julian,  in  nineteen  fathoms^ 
the  bottom  muddy  ground  with  sand,  the  northermost  iandia, 
«ight  bearing  N.  by  £.  the  southermost  S.j^E.  and  the  high 
hummock,  odled  Wood's  Mount  by  Sir  John  Narborougb| 
W.S.W.  The  cutters  returneil  soon  after,  having  discover- 
ed the  harbour,  which  did  not  appear  to  us  where  we  lay, 
the  northermost  point  shutting  in  upon  the  southermost,  and 
«k>sing  the  entriance  in  appearance. 

Our  principal  object  in  coming  to  anchor  in  this  bay  was 
to  refit  the  Tryal,  in  which  business  the  carpenters  were  im- 
mediately employed.   Her  main*mast  had  been  carried  away 
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about  twdlTt  AeC  bciow  the  cap,  but  thiv  eootriT«d  toaudit  She 
tenMn4«r  of  the  mast  lerve.  The  Wacer  waa  directed  to 
lappiv  her  with  a«pare  main-top-maat.  which  the  cerpenten 
conveited  into  a  new  foremast.  And  I  caanot  Itelp  obaer- 
?ing^  that  thk  accident  to  the  Tryal't  ma«ta»  which  gaye  us 
so  much  uneasiness  at  the  time  on  aooount  of  the  delay  it  oo« 
casionedi  was  the  means,  in  all  probability*  of  preserriug  thia 
sloop  and  all  her  crew.  For  her  masts  beBare  this  were  much 
too  lofty  for  the  high  southern  latitudes  we  were  proceeding 
into^  so  that,  if  they  had  weathered  die  preceding  storm,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  than  to  nave  stood  against 
the  seas  and  tempests  we  afterwards  encountered  In  passing 
round  Cape  Horn}  and  the  loss  of  masts,  in  that  boisterous 
climate,  would  scaroely  have  been  attended  with  less  than  the 
loss  of  the  vessel  and  all  on  board,  as  it  would  have  been  im- 
practicable for  the  other  ships  to  have  given  them  any  assist- 
ance whatever,  during  the  continuance  of  these  impetuous 
storms. 

While  at  tluB  place,  the  commodore  appointed  the  honour- 
able Captain  Murray  to  succeed  to  the  Pearl,  and  Captain 
Cheap  to  thti  Waser.  He  promoted  Mr  Charles  Saunders, 
first  lieutenant  of  the  Centurion,  to  the  command  of  tlie  Tryal 
sloop;  buii,  as  Mr  Saunders  lay  dangerously  ill  of  a'fever  in 
the  Centurion,  and  the  surgeons  considered  his  removal  to 
his  own  slnp  might  hazard  his  life,  Mr  Saumarez  had  orders 
to  act  as  conunander  of  the  Tryal  during  the  illness  of  Cap- 
tain Saimders. 

At  this  plaoe,  the  commodore  held  a  consultation  with  his 
captains  about  unloading  and  discharginff  the  Anna  pink ; 
but  tbey  rqpresented  that,  so  far  firom  being  in  a  condition 
for  taking  her  loading  on  board,  their  ships  still  hadoreat 
qnaDtities  of  provisions  in  the  way  of  their  suns  between  decks, 
and  tibat  their  ships  were  so  deep  and  so  lumbered  that  they 
would  not  be  fit  for  action  witnout  being  cleared.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  to  retain  the  pink  in  the  service ;  and,  as 
it  was  apprehended  that  we  should  meet  with  the  Spanish 
squadron  m  passing  the  cape,  Mr  Anson  ordered  all  the  pre- 
visions that  were  in  the  way  of  the  guns  to  be  put  on  board 
the  Anna  pink,  and  that  all  the  guns  which  had  been  for- 
merly lowered  into  the  holds,  for  the  ease  of  the  ships,  should 
be  remounted. 

As  this  bay  and  harbour  of  St  Julian  is  a  convenient  ren- 
dezvous, in  case  of  separation,  for  all  cruizers  bound  to  the 
southwards,  or  to  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  from 
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the  P'o  Plata  to  the  Straits  of  Mngcllan,  o«  it  Kc«  nenr^^  n«. 
rajlel  t  their  ntiual  route,  a  short  account  of  the  singulantv  of 
this  country,  with  a  particular  <icscription  <: !  Port  St  Julian, 
may  perhaps  be  neither  unacceptable  to  t  )  ;^  -;riou»,  nor  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  future  nnvigntors,  as  some  of  thenif 
by  unforeseen  accidents,  may  bu  obliged  to  run  in  with  the 
land  and  to  make  some  stay  on  this  coast ;  in  whicli  oasfc  a 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  its  productions  and  inha- 
bitants, cannot  foil  to  be  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  them. 

The  tract  of  country  usually  called  Patagonia,  or  that 
southern  portion  of  South  America,  not  possessed  by  the 
Spaniards,  extends  from  their  settlements  to  the  Straits  of 
Mngcllaii.  This  country  on  its  eastern  side,  along  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  from  the  Rio  Plata  southwards,  is  remarkablo 
for  having  no  trees  of  any  kind,  except  a  few  peach  trees 
planted  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  neigiiDourhood  of  Buenos 
Ayres ;  so  that  the  whole  eastern  coast  of  Patagonia,  expend- 
ing near  four  Itundred  leagues  from  north  to  south,  and  as 
far  back  into  the  interior  as  any  discoveries  have  yet  been 
made,  contains  nothing  that  can  be  called  by  the  name  of 
wood,  and  only  a  few  msignificant  shrubs  in  some  places. 
Sir  John  Narborough,  who  was  sent  out  expressly  by  Charles 
II-  to  examine  this  country,  wintered  upon  this  co;ist  in  Port 
Sf  Julian  and  Port  Desire,  in  the  year  1670^  and  declares 
i!t<.t  he  did  not  see  a  stick  in  the  whole  country  lar^e  enough 
to  n  ike  the  har?dle  of  a  hatchet.  But,  although  this  country 
(;o  ujstitute  of  wood,  it  abounds  in  pasture,  as  the  whole  lonu 
(vct^nis  made  up  of  downs  of  a  light  dry  and  gravelly  soil,  pro- 
(iu^ing  great  quantities  of  long  grass,  which  grows  in  tnfls, 
inters|)erscd  with  large  spots  of  barren  gravel.  In  many  places 
this  grass  feetis  immense  herds  of  cattle,  all  derived  from  u 
few  European  cattle  brought  over  by  the  Spaniards  at  their 
first  settling,  which  have  thriven  and  multiplied  prodigiously, 
owing  to  the  abundance  of  herbage  which  they  every  where 
met  with,  and  are  now  so  increased  and  extended  so  far  into 
difTercnt  parts  of  Patagonia,  that  they  are  not  considered  as 
private  property ;  thousands  of  them  being  slaughtered  every 
year  by  the  huntern,  only  for  their  hides  and  tallow. 

The  manner  of  killing  these  cattle,  being  peculiar  to  that 
part  of  the  world,  merits  a  circumstantial  ^cription.  Both 
Spaniards  and  Indians  in  that  country  are  usually  most  ex- 
cellent horsemen ;  and  accordingly  the  hunters  empk>yed  on 
this  occasion  are  all  mounted  on  horseback,  armed  with  a 
kind  of  spear,  which,  instead  of  the  tisual  point  or  blade  in 
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tb«  tame  Uiie  witbth*  ihaft,  hta  its  black  fixed  aerots.  Arm- 
ed with  tbia  instmrnent,  thejr  jrida  at  a  beait  and  surrowid 
him,  when  the  huntet  that  ii  bdifaid  hamatringi  him,  ao  that 
he  MOO  fiilU,  and  ia  unaUe  to  riae  from  the  nonnd,  wtbere 
thev  leanre  him  and  proceed  agahiat  othen,  whdm  thej  Mnre 
in  tne  aame  manner.  Somedmea  there  ia  a  aeoond  [p«r^  at- 
taawJIng  the  hunters,  on  purpoie  to  akin  the  cattle  aa  thty 
Ikll  t  but  it  ia  Mid  that  the  hunters  aometimw  {nrefer  to  leave 
them  to  languiih  in  torment  till  next  day,  from  an  opinioB 


he  lymphatics,  and  there- 

<ikin  from  the  carcasa. 

'lis  most  barbaroua 

say  memory  do  not 

>  persist  to  lolfow  ii^ 

^  to  it  hare  hhheito 


that  the  lengthened  anguish  hnr 
by  fiwiUtatea  the  separatioi 
iWr  priests  have  loudly 
practice,  and  have  even  goi, 
deceive  roe,  as  to  exoommunic 
yet  al!  their  efforts  to  put  an  euure  ai 
proved  ineffectuaL  n. 

Besides  great  numbers  of  cattle  which  are  slaughteriid 
every  year  in  (his  manner,  for  their  hides  and  tallow,  it  ia 
often  necessary,  for  the  uses  of  agriculture,  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses,  to  catch  them  alive,  and  without  wounding  them. 
This  is  performed  with  a  most  wonderfiil  and  most  incredible 
dexterity,  chiefly  by  means  of  an  implement  or  contrivance 
which  the  Enalish  who  have  resided  at  BUenos  Ayres  usually 
denominate  a  lash.  This  consists  of  a  very  strong  thong  of 
raw  hide»  several  fathoms  in  length,  with  a  running  noose  at 
one  end.  This  the  hunter,  who  is  on  horseback,  twees  in  his 
right  hand,  being  properly  coiled  up,  and  the  other  end  fast*- 
ened  to  the  saddle :  Thus  prepared,  the  hunters  ride  at  a 
herd  of  cattle,  and  when  arrived  within  a  certun  distance  of 
a  beast,  they  throw  their  thong  at  him  with  such  exactness, 
that  they  never  fail  to  fix  the  noose  about  his  horns.  Find- 
ing himself  thus  entangled,  the  beast  usually  endeavours  to 
riin  away,  but  the  hunter  attends  his  motions,  and  the  horM 
being  swifter,  the  thong  is  prevented  from  being  so  much 
straitened  as  to  break,  till  another  hunter  throws  another 
noose  about  one  of  his  hind-legs.  When  this  is  done^  the 
horses  being  trained  to  the  sport,  instantly  turn  in  opposite 
directions,  straining  the  two  thongs  contrary  ways,  by  which 
the  bcp.^  is  overthrown.  The  horses  then  stop.  Keeping 
both  thongs  on  the  stretch,  so  that  the  beast  remains  on  the 
ground  incapable  of  resistance;  and  the  two  hunters  alisht 
from  their  horses  and  secure  the  beast  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  afterwards  easily  convey  him  to  wherever  they  please.  . 
.  JOL,  fi.  6  They 
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The^  Midi  hones  by  meam  of  nlnikr  noonii  .and  tft 
«vniMud  tocdtdi  iig^  in  die  Hun6  manneiv  wbidi^'ho«r* 
«vir'itmi||0  jt  mi^  mmmtf  U  auertod  bjjrpenbni  of  credit 
It  imut  be  oaniedk  indeedt  <ibatth«addren^h  of  Spaaiard* 
•nd;^Indluit'in  thii!|Hiinl  oiAnmmM,  in  the  nwof  this  laih 
<»  nooM^  and  the  eeitainty  with  wbkh  tbcj  thtow  and  fix  it 
pbanj  intended  part  ofn  beaat»  even  at  a  oenddcraUedi»* 
tantiev  is  so  wonderfiil  as  onhr  to  be  oreditedttidiinisated'on 
th«  con<nirrent  tesjtinuwf  of  all  iHio  havie  fireqoanted  tide 
<saaitty,'  The  batde  kifkdin  the  faelon^mentlbned  nianner 
■are  daogbtered  bnlj'for  their  thides  and  talbw,  and  s6roe- 
timevthdr  tongdes  also  are  taken  oat;  but  the  rest  of  the 
ilcsh  is  left  to  putri^'  or  to  be  devoured  by  birds  of  prey  uid 
mid  beasttt  :  ■■  The  greatest  part  of  it  fiiUs  to  the  shne  of  the 
wikkdojg^  of  which  there  are  immense  numbers  to  be  found 
in  the  coantry.  These  are  all  supposed  to  be  ^cended 
iof  %)anii^  doos  from  Buenos  Ayra^  which  had  left  their 
diasters^  ildlured  by  the  great  quantity  of  carfion^  and  had 
nm  wild  witen».thmr'*«9d  such  fecUiQij  of  rabijsting^  §or  they 
are  [Mainly  of  the  £ai0t^>c9n  breed  of  dogsi'  AJthoogh  these 
doss  ore  said  to  prowl  in  vast  packsy  even  some  thonaands  to* 
geSier,  thcv  do  not  diminishtne  number,  nor  prevent  the  in* 
crease  of  toe  cattl^  as  they  dare  not  attack  the  herds,  by 
reason  of  the  vost  numbers  that  feed  together,  but  content 
themselves  with  the  carrion  left  by  the  hunter^  und  perhaps 
now  end  then  meet  with  a  few  stra^^lers,  separated  atddent* 
fldly  from  theherds  to  which  they  |}elo|ig.  < 

This  country, 'to  the  sonthward'of  Buenos  Ayres^  is  also 
stocked  with  great  numbers  of  wHd-horses  brought  also  ori- 
ipnally  fit>m  ^ain,  and  prodigiously  increased,  aiid  exteiMi* 
ing  to  a  much  greats  distance  than  the  cattle.  Though 
many  of  these  are  excdlent,  their  numbers  make  them  of 
very  little  ^vttlae»  the  best  of  them  being  sold  in  the  neigh* 
bouring  eettlenlients,  where  money  is  plenty  and  commodities 
Tery  dear,  for  not-more  than  a  dollar  a  |«ece.  It  is  not  cer* 
ialn  howfar  to'the  sottthwards  ithese  herds  of  wihi  eiMleand 
horses  extend)  but  there  is  reafKm  to  believe  that  straggleni 
of  bpth  are  to  foe  met  with  very  near  the  ^traits  of  Mi^laiiy 
und  they  wiH  doubtless  in-  ^e  fill  all  the  southern  poirt  6f 
the  emtinent  with  their  breeds,  which  cannot  fidl  to  be  of 
vast  advanti^  to  such  ships  as  ma^  touch  on  the  ooaat  The 
horses  are  saul  to  be  very  good  eating,  imd  are  c^en  prefer- 
red by  spme  of  the  Indians  liefore  the  cattle.  But  however 
I  '*  «■  ii -i; ;,  fc-pl«tttilul 
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plwtifttl  PatagonmnMijrtlMrMifteE baoooto ia>f^gMrd.to fledi, 
tbU  eMtetq^eOMt  «f  liiat«|fciniif>'«uMuUi  f  i  leeiw  veif^idtfiMn 
tive ia  wmtnllo fiFoh xvater^  iiV4» Ihelndit^fiiim  of 
«  nitv«li«j«id  .Mluie  natora^  tbe  pondi  .aad  ftNlMtas  ai«<fiw-( 
otteo^ibraekiah.  HoMBvery  atgiaodimiter  koubMii  finnd^ 
thiwgh.  in  Mnatt  ouanti^  itis  pal  immohsbkbiit  tlu*  a^ 
coA.viaiiaBoe nay  im jreoiovedk  on  a  fiurther  lieardik.  >  (  !«f;;r< 
There  aije  also  ia  aU  pantt  of  this  oountiy  a  good  aumber 
of  FieauHu,  or  Penuriaa  diaaiH  bnt  tlute^  by  raasoa  of  .iheir 
fwiftaoi,  are  very  difficultly  IdUad.  On  Ow  Mslern  coast, 
al8o»  there  are  imaioue  ateBtitiea.df  anbi  and  a  vait  variety 
of  tetfto^  among  whick  die  moat  i»nii^uble  arethe  peih> 
guins.  TheHarekiB«w«Ml«hape^  filM»gooi%JbatWe 
wiort  ttun^  lUie  fine  inetead  of  widflh  wbictt  areiof  nojoia 
10 them  eiEoeplirhco  ialbevwater.  Thdlr  hilk  aijii nanraMr# 
like  that  ofrtM-albatroM,  and  thcgretaad  and  Mdk  quiteenc^ 
from  which  chKnunatanoe^  and  their  white  belliei^  1^  J<^ 
lHarborou^ .  hat  whimiieally  likraed  them  to  little  childieB 
standing  up  ini  white  aprons.  ; 

.  Th^  iphabteants  of  this  eastern  coast,  to  which  hlthertoj 
confioe  my  observation^  appetr-  to  be  bat  few,  and  lasely 
have  Bliarejthan  Iwo  or  three  of  than  been  seen  ata  tiitie  fay 
any  sbipi  that  <bave  .tott<^ed  here.  During  oiir  atay  at  Bort 
St  Julian  we  did  not  see  any^  Towards  Buenos  Ayres*  how- 
ever, they  are  sufficiently  numerous,  and  are  very  triable- 
some  to  the  Spaniards :  But  diere  the  greater  breadth  and 
variety  of  the  country,  aad  a  milder  climate  yield  them 
greater  conveniences.  In  that  part  the  continent  is  between 
three  and  foun  hundred  leagute  in  breadth,  while  at  Port  Sit 
Julian  it  is  little  more  than  ope  hundred.  I  conceive  there- 
fore, that  the  same  Indians  who  frequent  the  western  coast  ^ 
Qf  Patagjoaia,  ^xuH  the  northern  shore  of  the  Stiaits  pf^Ma- 
gellaa^  Noftca  ramble  to  this  eastern  ude.  As  the  Indians 
near  Buenos  Ay  res  are  more  numeroiM  than  thioaet^^rUiev 
south,  they  also  greatly  excel^em  ia  spirit  ^ikljt^iitf* 
imd  seem  nearly  allied  m  their  mann^  to  the  giMbat  Cw* 
lese  Indians,;  £  Araucanians]  who  have  hmg  set  the  whole 
Spania^  fwwer  at  defiaaee^  hav^  dSyea  mvagM  theif  coiaitig^ 
tindteauiia.  to  this  hour  iadiqpeadent.  The  lodiaas'ikboat 
Bueaos  Ayres  havi»  learned  to  be  excellent  horsemai»  taad 
are  extremely  expert  in  the  managc^nent  (^  all  cuttings  weip 
pons,  though  ignorant  of  fire-arms,  which  the  Spaniai4i«re 
j^xceedipgly  solicitous  to  keep^fcoflU  t^iem.  Of  the  vigoaraad 
J    ,  resolutioa 
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rdwlbtioi  <«if;theM  indims,  libe  bchiviour  of  OrellMift  iad 
hi»iAI<p«i^'fatmi^lf  iiMntioiiad^M^atDemf^^  Imuuieek''^ 
">Tlki» imflk ninttuffice  rMJjMotfltethe  eastorii «OMt tit Fb^ 
tigtafab  'i^Sh^mmem cc«|t ii'of  len  extent^  andt  b7 res* 
•raof  dttsAtidea'wIiichtakilt  it*  and  liretohtquitedfliWtila 
tin  Mil  rid*,  ithvithore  itnaf^rotlU^  Biid|diiiig«roiM.  Atl 
•hall  hereariftor  Irave  ooteMMi  tb  talie-)fiffth«r  notice  of  that 
oodit,  i  AhaU>no(  enlMMviarty  ftith^r  raapeoling  it  in  tliia 
pladtk  ibut'  alwli  .oooeliiaei  itbia^aadount  mkhm^oH  diNic»ip>l^ 
Itavof  tbe4unrbaittrtf  StjMUmiMwjuaendhrmtifmhiiM 
imqr^lMe  coneeived  from  tii«  JBotMstd  ■kstdi.  It  mint  how- 
ever be  noticed,  >  that' Ae  ibar  thtecj  narked  at  tiib  entrance 
has  inluiy  iholep  in  it,  and  i»  often  diifting.  The  tide  flowa 
hei^'N.'and  S.  and  at  full  and  change  ritee  foar  fktboma. 
On  (HIV  first  arrival,  lin  officer  was  senton  shore  to  the  salt 
piMdmufped  iD.  Jn  the  sketch,  in  order  to  procure  iEi«^aii- 
titjr  (bfidtfor  the  use  of  the  squadron;  lor  Sirifehn  Nar* 
boK^gb  bbd  observed,  «^en  be  was  ber^  ^dfat^the  salt  was 
Tciy  white' and  good,  and  that  in  February  tbste'vatMiough 
Ib^navtt  loaded  a  tbousi^d  dbips.'  But  our  eiflkier  yelomed 
vitba  sample  wbi^  was  very  t^ldi  and  said  diit  even  of  tfaja 
very -Uttle  was  to  be  had  2  I  auj^ioie  the  weather  had  been 
notie  rai^y  this  year  than  ordUhary,  and  had  deitrttyed  the 
8alt»  or  prevented,  its  fennentatjoD. 
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SbcTION  VII.     :  : 

Dij^tw^frOtikthe  MajfofSt  Jtiikuh  tmd  Pamft»^hm thence 
to  4he  Straits  of  la  Maire, 

-  -The  Tiyal'being nearly  refitted,  which  was  our  pribcipil 
oieottpaUom  at  this  bay,  and  sole  occasion  of  our^atay^  the 
coiiiiMdore  thought  it  necesmiyto  fix  the  pTan^of  'hw  first 
•perations,  as  we  were  novr  directly  bound  for  ^^e  South 
Saaa  and  ^he  enemy's  coasts'}  and  merefore)  on  the  8%th  ^$W 
brdaiy,  ik  s^nnd  was  made  for  aili  captains,  4ndsa'eibtiicii  of 
«fAr  war  bdn  on  board  the  CenturiOMi  There  «iei« jptresMt 
dn  this  <»cOaiiion  the  Hcmoarable  'fidWaiid  Legg^  Capiain 
Matthew  Mitchell,  the  Hon6urable<Oc6igeMnrrtt;^i  C4»tain 
iDavid  CSheap,  anid  Cok>nel  Mor^unt  Oracherdde,  com- 
mander^ the  land-forces  At  this  council, , it  was  proposed 
fa^Cpmmodore  Anson,  that  tbeir  first  attempt^  wbr  arri- 
ii>>iii«i'  ving 
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yAvigid  tkb  So«lb  Sen^  ■haiId6es«giiiMilMt6irn(n|4Aari< 
boor  ef  Bddilvil[^  the  ptindpl]  iion&y  plaevtottlwwMlhoe 
GhiK,  iiilbnnfaiff  lhte,.M4miBd«ib«ment<fi>rdik>«Ql«ipis8^ 
that  it  ferartd  ^sof  hu4sn|H^?»  ipitni^UMr4o>eQ<Mb6ur 
to  MiciiM  MHne  port  in  the  SootH  Seai  wUefo  t)ii^hi|w  oftho 
Kpodnm  might  be  careened'  and  iefltted.  :  ^l^ooirtieU  fe** 
dilj  aiid  ttnanimoudy  agreed^ to  this ipnopoild^ > aMf  in> cohh 
seqtfoice  of  this  resolutionj  newinttructioni^eiis^Mittedlo 
the  caiitains,  by  which,  thouffh  still  directed^  fn  bao'offite- 
paMtbh,  to  make  the  best  oftheir  way  CO  the  iskuid  of  So- 
eoM^  they  were  only  to  cruise  off  that  islatadfttrteii  daye^ 
from  whence  if  not  Uien  joined  lyrthe«»minode»ti  they  wevo 
to  proccodoff  Baldivia,  making  the  land  between<the  latitodco 
of  400  a„({  40*  SO' s.  and  taking  care  «o  lH«t*'  H> Hie  flOttdi^ 
ward  ttf  the  port  If  riot  there  joined  in  ftHiMee#  d«^*  -by 
the  restof  the  squadron^  ^ey  wei«^  then  tadi<re<:trtih<iir'«o<irBe 
finr  the  island  of  Juan  Femntidiz^ ;  after  whidlithev  iwere  to 
regulate  their  farther  prooeeditttts  by  the  forriieroniers^given 
out  at  St  Catharines.  The  sahie  Orders  t^^re  alii6  given-ttf 
the  nuister  of  the  Anna  pinkj  who  was  enMned-to  ans^ei^ 
and  obey  the  signals  made  by  any  ship  of  the  sqaalhMMi  hk 
absence*  of  the  commodore;^  andU  if'he  shbald^eseilitnbt- 
iiiiiate  is  to  M  into  die  hands' of  the  enen^,  fair  watf  ^irMt- 
od  to  destroy  his  oideM  and  papers  wh!h  the  tittaoif  catew 
Ldkewite/*  at  the  *<eparation  <n  the  sqnadron  nUghlr  prove 
b^hly  ptejudidal  to  die  tefvioe,  each  aiptain  was  otderad 
to  give!  it  in)  charge  to  the  respective  of&o^  of  the  watbh,  on 
all^iccasions,  never  to  keep  their  respective  ships  at  ag^^frtM* 
distance  from  the  Centurion  than  two  mileis,  ai  thfey  shontld 
answer  at  their  peril ;  and  if  any  captain  should  find  hw  ship 
bnond  the  specified  distance)  he  was  to  acquaint  the  com*' 
midore  with  the  name  of  the  oflBcer  who  thuis  neglected  hie 


!  necessary  regulations  establishedi  and  the  rtipairsof 
the  HVyid  doop  oomtHeted^  the  squadron^  ^igh(^  froiri  Fort 
St  Julians  on  Friday  the  27th  Febrw^^  1741^  at  seven  in 
the  morning,  and  stood  to  sea.  The-Glda^er  ibund  such 
diflEkiuky  in  endeavouring  to  purchase  her  anchor^  that  she 
was  left  a  great  way  astern,  so  that  we  fired  several  guns  in 
the  ni^t  as  signals  for  her  to  make  hrare  sail :  But'd[ie  did 
not  rejoin  us  till  next  morning,  whcB,wejqarnt  tl^if^i^^e  had 
been  obliged  to  ciit  her  cabl^  leaving  her  best  bo«inr/«ndhQr 
behind.  At  ten  in  the  momiiMtofithe28th,  Weod^S'1ioont,< 
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thvUgh  kad  oiiir  Sort  8t  JiiUan«  .bore  from  ut  Ni  bjr  W. 
dbtiat  ten  loi4i|a«»,'  aiMl  me  bad  fi%-ttro  fiitbouM  water. 
Stinding^aow  toihe  soathwurd,!we  mid  great  expectations 
cfifidliog  in  wkhlbe  Spaniih  aqnadron  mider  Pizarro  i  as, 
during  «w^stoj  at  Bort  St  JtriiaA;  there  had  genehtlly  been 
haid  g«iea,bct#ita  W.N.  W.  and  &  W.  so  that  we  had  rea- 
son to  ociindiid^jA«|aqaadraB.' had  gsined  n9  gromd  upon 
uf  in  Uwtinlenal*'  Indeedy  it  was  the  prospect  of  meenng 
them  that  had  olBca^ncd  our  commodord  to  oe  so  very  wU-^ 
eitont  t<k  iNrevent  Ihe  separation  of  our  ships;  for^  hid'he 
bcoi  s(rfd|v  intent  on  getting  round  Gape  Horn  in  the  sbnrt- 
«rt;tinie)  the  moet  proper  method  for  thb  purobse  would  taTO 
been* ,  to  offdor .  each  ah^  to  make  the  beirt  or  her  way  to  the 
retideavQas,  withont  waiting  foi^  the  rest. 

.  Ffom  the  time  of  leaving  Port  St  Juli*n  to  the  4th  IfAroh, 
we  had.)ittle  wind*  with  thick  ha^  weather  and  some  rainy 
and  Qwr^oiaidhMa  were  genwally  from  forty  to  fiAy  fathoms,- 
with  A-botton  oibhidi:  and  gray  sand}  sometnoies  ndxed  with 
piribiblestones.  On  the  ithltfardi  we  were  in  sight  of  Gape 
Viigin  MiBiy*  and  not  more  tlmn  six  or  seven  leMues  distant,' 
the  pme&iem  bonivdavy  of  the.  eastern  entrance  <n  the  Straita 
of  MaoeUan,  in  l$L  5£^  21'  S.  kNig.  71«  4V  W.  from  Lon- 
djiMkVTt  seemed,  a  low  flat  land,  endiufj  in  a  point*  Off  this: 
crae  the  dwth  of  >water  was  from  thirty>five  to  fortjr-e^ht 
^mKOPu^  Ijhe  afternoon  of  Aisday  was  br^ht  and  dear^ 
witH  saiall  brecaee  pC  wind,  indinins  to  a  calmi  aiid  most  of 
the  cftptuna  took  the  opportunity  cf  this  fine  weather  to  visit 
the  commodore.  WhUe  all  were  on  board  the  Centurion, 
diey  were  greatlv  alarmed  by  a  sudden  flame  bursting' out  in 
the  Gfeficester^  followed  by  a  cloud  of  smoke ;  but  were  soon 
rdieved  of  Uieir  apprdiensimis,  by  receiving  information  diat 
th(B  blast  had  been  occasioned  by  a  spark  of  fire  from  the 
for|;e  lighting  oa  somegun-powder^  and  other  combustildes, 
which  an  o£^er  was  pfqiaring  for  use,  in  case  of  falHiw  in 
with  the  3ponvh  aquadroni  ami  which  had  expfoded  witoout 
any  damage  to  the  dtiip< 

.  We  here  found,  whatjvas  constantly  the  case  in  these  high 

sonlhem 
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*  The  JoogUiMle  of.  Capi^  Vii]^  Mary,  n  only  6}°,4a^  W.  /(rom  Gicen* 
wicV-E.      '    ■  ' 

■  BytlK'tl'sugbtiathfidi'^OBf,  oMitted  tieit)  for  subatantlsl  reasons 
dtesdy'repcatedfa  stated,  the  ooasi  atthis  s6iitlferft  ektremity  of  Patago* 

3iA  ie  rq^entcd  as  a  high  bluff  flat  oaihe  top,  and  ending  abruptly  at 
lip  ciipc,— £. 
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MfJitlMral  ItLtijindmt  that  fair  ^rentkkerwtk  alwayi  of  exeecdinj;- 
fy  short  ooDtsiniunoc^  and  that  whi^  reraatkaUv  fine  k  wat- 
a  certain  jpveume  of  a  iucewding  atorm }  For  tne  calm  and 
iwuhine  of  this  afternoon  andiw  in  a  nioit  mttulent  night  i 
^  wind  fircdidnin^  from  the  S.W.  a«  the  nAg^ht  came  on^^ 
Mid  increasing  contmnally  in  tiolenotf  till  ninenext'inorriing. 
It  thin  blew  fo  bard  ihat  we  were  ftnrced  to  bring  io  wiUi^ 
thi  squadron^  «Ad>tb  omtinue  undei'  a  reefed  misen  till  eleven 
at  night*  having  in  that  time  from  forCj^three  to  tihy-uifcn' 
fiuhopi  wate^  on  blAck  sand  and  grayef ;  and,  hy  an  obser* 
Tation  we  had  at  noon,  we  condoded  thiTt  a  current  bad  set 
mi  twelve  miles  to  the  sbnthward  «f  our  reckoning.  Toward 
andii^t  tlw  wmd  abated,  and  we  again  made  sail,  steering 
S.  >  in  the  morning  Wo  discovered  the  soi^em  lan^  beyond 
th^  Stmita  of  ManHan,  called  Terra  dd  Fnego,  stveitehing 
ftom  S.  by  W.  S.E.i£.   Thii  comtry  aflbrded  a  very  un- 
comfortable  prospect,'  appearinr  of  stnpendbias  height^  every 
Inhere  covered  with  snow^  and  mewinff  at  its  som;hern  extre^' 
mity  Uic  tetrance  into  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire  |tt  Cape  Sti 
Diego*  We  steered  along  this  unooath  and  rugged  coast  allv 
day,  having  sbundings  from  forty  to  fifty  fathom^  on  stonea| 
and  gravel,  il^irfv^ -^     , 

'Intending  to  pass  throogb  the  stnUts  of  Lii  Maire  nexti 
day,  we  by  to  at  night  that  we  mig^t  m>t  overshoot  them#: 
and  took  thb  opportunit^ito  prepare  ourselvca  for  the  tem^ 
pestuoBs  dimate  in  which  we  were  soon  to  be  engaged,  with 
which  view  we  were  empbyed  good  part  of  the  night  in  bend-' 
ing  an  entire  new  suit  of  sails  to  toe  yards.  At  four  next 
mornuig,  being  the  7tli  of  March,  we  made  sail,  and  at  ei^ht 
.  saw  land)  and  soon  after  bM;an  to  open  the  strait^  at  which 
time  Cape  St  Die^  bore  £.S.£.  Capo  St  Vincent  S.EJE. 
the  middlemost  ofthe  Three  Brothers,  hills  so  ca|led  on  Ter*< 
ra  del  Fu<igo  &  by  W.  Mont^i;orda/  a  high  land  up  the 
country  appearing  over  the  Three  Brothers^  S.  and  Cape  St 
Bardidomew,  thesouthermost  point  of  Staten  Landf  £*S.£« 
1  must  observe  here  that,  though  Freabr  Iras  given  a  very 
correct  view  of  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego  which  boldcra. 
on  these  straits  to  the  westwards,  he  has  omitted  the  drai^t< 

of^taten  Land}  which  forms  the  opposite  shore  of  thesestraitSf 

,        whenco 

1  The  wealeM  side  ofthe  entnuace  into  the  Straits  of  Le  Main  is  form' 
ed  by  the  C^pes  of  St  Vincent  and  St  Diego :  the  fonner  la  lot.  i*"  3QV 
'  the  latter  in  54"  40,  both  S.  and  tong.05MO'W. 
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wh«not  we  ibund  it  diffievlt  to  determine  enetly  where  the 
•traite  ky  until  they  bmin  to  opea  upon  oar  vieiri  iui^ 
bcKey  hadiM  wMiooMtede  eotuidemble  way  along  the  shore: 
of  Term  del  Ftego^  we  mMt  hanre  miMed  tho  straits,  audi 
hiTOfloae  to  the  eistward  orStiten  Land  befisre  discofering^ 
it.  tTliis  hat  hi^Bpcned  to  mluiy  shipsi  particularly,  as  men* 
tiobed  by  Octler,  to  the  Inearaation  and  Coiyord,  whieb, 
intending  to  pui  throurii  the  Straits  of  Le  Miui%  we^  d4^ 
ceifttd  b)r  diree  hills  ctn  Suten  Land^  and  somecredcsi  raseni*i 
bling  the  Three  Brothers  and  ootcs  of  Terra  del  Fo^fjo^  isot 
that  they  overshot  the  etraits. 

Iliough  Tismi  del  Fuego  presented  an  aspect  exceeding^ 
barren  and  desolate,  yet  this  island  of  Staten  LatKi<fiur  snwi. 
passee  it  in  the  wlldness  and  horror  of  its  ^ppearanos^  seero»' 
ing  to  be  entirely  composed  of  inacoessible  rocks,  withoat  the 
■mallest  upputat  admixture  of  earth  or  mould,  upon  or  hmi 
tween  them.  Thine  rodcs  terminate .  in  a  vast  number  of 
n^lged  ixiintsk  which  mire  npi  to  a  pnodigiouS.  hdght^'  and 
are  all  ooverad  wHh  evenasUng  mow  i  thdr  pointed  summitei 
<|R  pinnades  being  eveiy  way  surrounded  t)y  fti^Ufiif  predpi 
^as^  and  often  overhangina  in  a  most  astcnushmg  manneri>* . 
The  hills  which  are  crowned  by  the  rugged  rocks,  are  gene*, 
wd^icaptohted  Irtmi  each  other  by  narrow  clifts,  appearing 
as  if  the  country  had  been  frequently  rent  by  eartnauakes  v 
for  diete  chasms  are  nearly  perpendicular,  and  extend  through: 
the  substance  of  the  main  roclu  abnost  to  their  bases ;  so<  that 
Dodiing  can  be  imagine  j  more  tarage  and  gloomy  than  th*; 
whole  aq>ect  of  Uiis  coast  e 

Having  opened  the  Straits  of  Le  Mure  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th  Marohi  as  before  mentioned,  the  Pearl  and  Tryel, 
about  ttfi  o'dock,  were  ordered  to  keep  a-head  of  the  squa»< 
dion  and  lefd  the  way.  We  accordingly  entered  the  stndtte 
widi  fiur  weather  and  a  brisk  gale,  and  were  hurried  through, 
by  the  rapidky  of  the  tide  in  about  two  hours,  though^h^ 
are  between  seven  and  dght  leagues  in  length.  As  mese 
straits  aire  often  esteemed  the  boundary  between  the  Atlantie 
jmd  Pacific  oceans,  and  as  we  presumed;  that  we  had  oothtn|p 
now  before  us  but  an  open  sea,  till  we  ^uki  arrive  on  the 
opulMit  coasts  where  aU  our  hopes  and  wishes  centered,  wo 
coidd  not  help  flattering  ourselves  that  the  greatest  difficulty, 
of  our  voyage  was  now  at  an  end,  and  that  our  most  sanguine 
dreamt  were  on  the  point  of  being^  realized.  We  indulged 
ourselves,  therefore^  m  the  romantic  imaginations  which  the 

fancied 
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oT  th»  flold  of  cytt4M,iilv«ifr  FWa 
night  iMdlh.  h9  tfoooaivM  lo  iMsfatt*  TkiM. jpyoMi  kkni 
iww^ copiiiiiwliV  MghtWMd,  l7di«  bri^ilM!ift4iC4)Miiiq| 
and  Mfonitr  0^  ^  wmUImiv  i*niol»  iadftd  wtt»  lidtk  aMl 
Nouurlttblf  ddigMil :  Foiv  thongb  tbt  wttratio  wintir  wm 
Boat  advandng  ipilh  hiMty  itrldalk  UtfJOOfsiigof  tkiii4agri 
ia  mildtaen  mamma  briUi«ier«.jif efface  lo  mnio JlaftPO 
had  leaa  tino  out  deputnnmm  Bnghmd.  Hmui,  animiH 
ted  by  thew  flattaring  ddaiioiM»  we  fSmad  thoae  iiN«oreU« 
itraita,  jgnoraiu  of  too dnadful OamnUiettheoi iMiMndiagk 
and  rea^  to  bunt  upon  ui ;  ^;noraM  that  the  mouMAt  waa. 
fast  iqpproaching:  when  our  .iquadroo,  wo«  to  bo  ie|)aiuled»| 
nerer  again  to  unite ;  and  that  tbli  day  of  our  patnge  wao 
the  hMt  cheerful  day  that  the  gtealeel  |Mrt  of  ut  wee  everlo 
eiqof  ib  this  worlds 


: 


Section  Yllh 
Count  fnm  the  Straits  if  J>  JHairc  4o  Q^  ,Nm, . 

Wb  had  soaroriy  reached  the:  ftouthefo  eKtrenil  ^;  of  tbo 
Straitaof  Le  Maire^  when  oUr  flatteriiM  hqpea  we^e  ainoat 
instantly  changed  to  the  apptdunsiai  or  immediate  deetruo* 
tion.  Even  bSfore  the  stermnost  ships  of  tho  squadron  weto 
dear  of  the  straits»  the  serenity  of  the  sliy  was  sudden^  ob» 
scored,  and  we  observed  ail  the  presages  of  au  imp^dina 
storm.  The  wind  presently  shiiUd  to  the  southward,  and 
blew  in  such  violent  squalls  that  we  had  to  hand  oar  top-saila 
and  reef  our  main-sail;  while  the  tid^  which  liad  hitherto 
favoured  us,  turned  furiously  adverse,  and  drove  w  to  tho 
eastward  with  prodigious  rapidity,  so  tliat  we  were  k. .  (irsat 
anxie^  ibs  the  Wager  and  Anna  pinlc,  the  two  stemiaoit 
vessefa^  fearing  they  might  be  dashed  to  pieces  n|)oiu  the  shore 
of  StatenLuid }  nor  were  oui  apprehensions  without  found- 
ation, as  they  weathered  that  coast  with  the  utmost  difiieultyr 
Instead  of  pursuing  our  inteaded  course  to  the  S.W.  tho 
whole  squacuon  was  now  dr^ed  to  the  eustwar^*,  by  the  uni- 
ted force  of , the  storm  and  current;  so  that  next  momii^, 
we  found  ourselves  nearly  seven  leagues  eastward  of  tho  stnMts^ 
which  tlien  bore  Irom  us  N.W.        .  fVi, -«!J^4#:<hri  - 

The  violence  of  the  current  which  had  set  us  witb  iwi  lanoh 

prfidpiti^ion  to  the  esiiward,  together  with  Uie  fitgpoeness 

'^'¥.  "'-•■■'■■■■'■  and 
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Md  ytMiMJr  of  the  ivMtariy  windi»  loon  taiicht  m  6»  con* 
lUkr  dM.  douMhigof  Gipe  ilorli  m  an  entemrte  that  might 
inw  ibd  nigblf  ftw  aB  oar  eflbrto ;  though  ik>n4  among  ns 
M  td^  lildf  ti^ed  tha  diffleultiaa  which  fotrmer  toytamn 
mniaid  tohava  anooMntafad  in  thi»  nadartaking  as  uitla 
haliar  than  chiaMrioal  add  had  nippoMd  Uiam  to  hava  ariaan 
ftMn  timidly  and  inilrilflihKM,  lathar  thaa-Jrom  tha  real 
ambatffaMnants  of  th»  #iMla  and'  Nat.  Bnt  wa  wera  now 
«ien?inoidb  Unm  savava  #aBfmriaBO^  that  thaaa^mnifas  i^ara 
iMi  mkim  flNmdad  |  fbr  thadirtimw  with  whioh  we  atmow 
^ed  dnrliw  dM  three  ancoeeding  monthi,  wHI  not  be  eaiuy 
paraUded  in  tha  rrittion  of  any  former  naval  axpedhloli; 
whitb,  I  doubt  nott  will  be  readily  allowed  by  thoia  who 
AnM  earefblly  peru«e  tbo  einaing  narration. 

From  thii  storm*  which  came  on  before  wa  ware  wdl  clear 
of  d^e  straits  of  La  Maire,  we  bad  a  continual  succeuion  of 
andh  tempestuous  weather  as  surprised  the  oldest  and  most 
experienced  mariners  oa)  bbirdi  nnd  obliged  them  to  confess, 
that  what  they  had  hitherto  called  storms  were  inconsidnrabio 
„Jes,  wh^  domparad  with  those  winds  wa  now  encountered ; 
which  raised  such  short,  and  at  times  such  mountainous 
Wi^es^  aa  greatly  surpassed  m  danger  all  seas  known  in  other 
parts  of  tM  i^ob^  and^  not  without  reason,  this  unusual  ap- 
pearance flllad  us  with  continual  terror;  fbr«  had  any  one  of 
fheae  waves  broken  fairly  over  us,'  it  must  almost  ineviubly 
have  sent  us  instantly  to  the  bottom*  Neither  did  we  escape 
witlil  terrotr  only :  for  the  ship,  rolling  incessantly  gunwide-to, 
gave  us  sudi  quick  and  violet  jericina  motions,  that  the  men 
Were  kt  perpetual  daiMjer  of  being  ^uhod  to  pieces  against 
the  detiis  isncl  sides  of  the  ship ;  and,  though  we  were  exp 
tramdy  careful  to  secure  ourselves  against  these  shocks,  by 
grasj^ilg  smne  fixed  body,  yet  many  of  our  people  were  for- 
oed  nom  their  hdds,  some  of  whom  were  actually  killed,  and 
others  greatly  injured.  In  particubr,  one  of  our  best  seamen 
was  canted  overboard  ana  drowned ;  another  dislocated  his' 
nedc)  a  third  was  thrown  down  the  main  hatchway  into  the 
hold  and  broke  his  thigh ;  one  of  our  boatswain's  mates  broke 
his  odhur^bone  twice ;  not  to  mention  many  other  similar  ac- 
cidents. 

<  These  tempests,  so  dreadfiil  in  themselves,  though  unat- 
tended by,  any  other  unfayouraUe  circumstances,  were  yet 
rendered  more  mischievous  U>  us  by  tlieir  inequali^,  and  by 
the  deceitful  intervals  that  at  times  occurred;  for,  although j 
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wo  had  oAm  to  U»4o  ibr  dayi  togMlMr  wider  •  fwMafiMOt 
and  wilre  ft«|ttfliitly  ndooM  to  drhv  at  tho  ttiMtgr  tt  iIm 
wlodt  and  iMwai  «Ml«r  bura  polas,  jot  now  and  dwn  wo  mn^ 
tarod  to  mako  lail  nndor  doiiblo>nefed  coilMMi  and  oeoM 
tioM%»  tho  woadior  proving  rooro  niodoral%  wtnt  (Mrhapo 
ondonr^god  tOMt  onr  tqviaUft  aftor  wIUoIh  wittmit  angr 
previoM  notiee^  die  wind  would  return  with  rodoiAlod  iotm, 
and  would  in  an  instant  tear  our  wdls  from  tho  yardii  iUid^ 
that  no  ciroumftance  miaht  bo  wantlna  whidi  ooold  aggra  • 
vale  our  dirtrew,  thoM  blasti  genoraUv  orouffht  with  tfaoai  m 

Ct  quantity  d'mOw  and  ileet,  which  cawd  our  idling  inr 
and  froeo  our  mAk,  rendering  thorn  and  our  eoiduo  lo 
brittle  ai  to  tear  and  map  with  the  loMt  itraln  i  adding 
theroby  groat  difllouhy  and  labour  to  the  working  of  tber 
shipk  boanmbing  the  handi  and  limbo  of  our  people^  and  ren* 
donng  them  incapable  of  oxortiiw  thcoMdvee  with  thdr  ae« 
onitomod  aotivity*  and  ovon  diiabiinc  many  of  tboii»  by  io- 
dudng  mortification  of  their  toot  and  fiMork  It  wona^  in- 
dfodf  ondloM  to  ennmorate  the  varione  daaoton  of  diffriront 
kinds  whidi  befei  ui,  and  I  riiaH  only  mention  theaooek 
matorUIi  wbidi  will  sufidently  ovimco,  tho  oikunilons  ooodi- 
tion  of  the  vdmlo  squadron,  during  this  park  of  onr  nav^ 

gation.  i>  'it  ^^'^* 

As  alreadv  observedi  it  wae  on  tho  7th  of  Marob  ihnt  w» 
passed  the  fibmits  of  Le  Mair^  and  were  inMnodiatefy  aftoiw 
wards  driven  to  the  eastwards^  by  «  viofent  stormy  and  by 
the  fiMrcotyf  tho  current  setting  in  diat  direetfen.  Dwinff 
tho  fimr  or  five  succeeding  days,  wo  had  hard  gdee  of  wind 
from  tho  same  western  quarter,  attended  by  a  mos|  prodi- 
gious swell ;  insomuch  that,  although  we  stood  afl  that  time 
towards  the  S.  W.  we  had  no  reason  to  iroamno  wo  had  made 
any  way  to  the  westwards.  In  this  interval  wo  had  frequent 
squalls  of  rain  and  snow,  and  shipped  great  quantitieo  of 
water.  After  this^  for  tKree  or  four  Jays,  though  tho  sea  ran 
mountains  high,  yet  the  weather  was  rather  more  moderate)- 
but,  on  tho  18thj  wo  had  ^ui  strons  gsles  of  wind>with 
enoossive  cold,  and  at  midnight  the  main  top-sail  mlit,  and 
<me  of  the  straps  of  the  nuun  dead-eyes  broke.  From  tho 
•^  18th  to  the  8Sd  the  weather  was  more  moderate  thoqglk 
oiWn  intermixed  widi  rain  and  sleet  and  some  hard  gidesi? 
but,  as  the  waves  did  not  subsidy  tho  ship^  by  labonrmgtsbro, 
in  this  lofty  sea,  became  so  loose  in  her  upper-works  uai  Am 
let  in  water  at  every  seam,  so  that  every  part  of  herwithin' 

board 
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boM4  «lM  MMtmljF  oqMMtdto  the  N»>wM«r,  ani  ■euttlv 
any  «fMi  of  iIm  oAoert  cUtr  lay  dry  in  th«ir  bids*    iBdmS, 


iMMly  did  tiNi  ai^to  mm  without  many  of  them  being  driven 
ftom  thefar  bidi  nr  dekigee  of  watev. 

lOa  AeSSdvenad  a  Dioit  violent  atom  of  wind,  haflf  and 
mtk  indt  •  pfodigioos  lea;  and,  though  im  handed  the 
"  befefe  the  hdriit  of  the  iquall^  yet  we  found  the 


iMd^tpsingi  and  eoon  tfier»  hi  oonteqiienee  of  the  fcot>»fe|»o 
•f  ikm  akahMaU  beeahingb  the  main-iail  itMlf  iplH  Inatantly 
inia  Bag%  and  mnch  the  gvealer  part  of  it  wee  blown  away, 
fa  ipilia  of  every  endeavour  to  save  it.  On  this  the  oomaio- 
dore  made  the  lignal  for  the  MHiadron  to  bring  to ;  and  as 

tHorm  lulled  into  a  cahn,  we  nad  an  opportunity  to  loner 
nuiilHyaid,  and  let  the  oarpenten  to  worh  upon,  it^wbile 
we  abo  repaired  our  rigging;  after  which,  havfa^  bent  a 
new  mainwiail,  we  gmt  again  under  way  with  a  moderate 
bne^  fiat,  in  lew  than  twenty-four  hours,  we  had  another' 
atOTO)  still  more  $iriotts  than  the  former,  which  blew  a  pe»^< 
ftel  hirfcieane^  and  obliged  us  to  lie»to  under  bare  pdes.  As 
one  slitokepfe  (he  vrind  better  than  any  of  the  rest^  mw  wef* 
obligea  intne  sftemoon  to  wear,  in  iraer  to  join  the  squats 
diaa  ta  leeward,  as  otherwise  we  had  been  in  danger  of  part* 
ing  firom  them  in  the  night  On  this  occasion,  as  we  oared 
not  ynhtvin  to  show  any  sail  to  the  gale«  we  had  to  use  an 
enediant^  whidi  answered  the  purpose :  This  was  putting 
dM  haha  arweather  and  mannmg  the  fore>8hrouds :  But, 
tbooi^  this  answered  the  end  in  view,  yet  in  its  execution 
oie  of  our  ablest  seamen  was  canted  overboard.  Notwith^ 
standing  the  prodigious  agitation  of  the  waves,  we  could  nexn 
oeivie  thit  he  swam  very  vigorously,  yet  we  found  oursMvei, 
to  our  excessive  ooncern,  incapable  c^  giving  him  the  smaJI* 
eat  assistaboe;  and  were  the  more  grieved  at  his  unhappy 
filter  as  we  lost  sight  of  him  strugglmg  with  the  waves,  and 
oeaceived  that  he  might  continue  long  sensible  of  Uie  horror 
of  his  irretrievable  situation.     > 

Before  this  storm  was  quite  abated,  we  found  that  two  of 
our  main-shrouds  and  one  of  our  miaen-shrouds  were  broken, 
all  of  whwh  we  knotted  and  repbced  immediately.  After 
this  we  had  an  interval  of  three  or  four  days  less  tempestui 
one  than  usual,  but  accompanied  by  so  thick  a  fog,  that  we 
had  tp  fire  guns  almost  every  half  hour  to  keep  our  aquadron 
tooether.  On  the  91st  we  were  alarmed  by  a  gun  mom  the 
Ghmcester,  and  a  signal  to  speak  the  commodore.  We  im- 
mediately 
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diiMtur,  of  which  wt  wcr«  appniii  bifim  «i»«mmiIb«% 

by  Wiiiiii  Uwt  W  iMA»yyia  tw  httAta  te  ^iiiJimi  Ihk 
ivit  •  grtevoiu  mMnrtuit  to  m  ■!!»  Mithk  jiMlink  Mitniil 
•?id«m that  il awt ptow abiiMliraB«  louMr  muM  m< 
Wdold  (telida  «•  tbt  hmgv  in  Ant  khoarfliibto  kHMii 
Onr  ihtort  uAnj  and  toeocM  wm  not  to  be  Mmriolid;hf 
fMning,  but  by  rMolntiott  ondMtifilyrandllieNte^tfMil 
thk  unhappy  incidant  might  dday  oa  ai  ahorl  HI  poiriblib 
tha  oominodora  oNtmd  Mvaral  oMpantam  lo  bopnt  ob  booad 
tha  Oloucaitar  flpom  the  otha#^  shipi  oC  thoHjIiadioa^  In  oidar 
to  Npahr  bar  damaga.  with  tha  vtmaat  axpaditten.  At  tbii 
tima  alMN  thaaaptain  of  tha  IWal  rapcoMntad  that  hi^nampa 
wna  no  bad,  and  hb  ship  maoa lo annah  walar,  that  nawaa 
•oaraaly  M»  to  kaep  bar  firaai  whavdbfa  tha  aoBMMdaia 
otdaaad  Mm  a  ponn  laady  Attad,  from  tha  CantoMan.  It 
wai  «ary  ibrtaiiata»  ooth  (or  tha  Oloocaslar  and  Ttyal^  thit 
tha  waathar  proved  mora  fitvoinrabla  thOt  day,  than  uir  many 
da3r»  both  before  and  after ;  linee  by  thik  meana  thay  were 
enabled  to  receive  the  aMittanca  wMeh  eeamed  ioieeiei|tiid 
for  tlieir  preMnration,  and  wliiah  they  oonid  leafcdv  brna 
procured  at  any  other  timek  ae  itwould  have  been  cKtSmnd^ 
naaardooi  to  have  ventured  a  boat  on  board. 

Next  day»  being  tha  lit  of  April,  tha  weather  retnmad  to 
its  cnstomary  biia;  the  tlnr  looking  dark  and  gloomy,  and 
the  wind  lieginning  to  fmhen  and  to  Uow  in  iiquallai  yet  it 
was  not  to  boiiterous  ai  to  prevent  ns  carryhig  dur  top^aaili 
cloie  reefed,  but  its  appearance  evidently  prognoeticatwiAat 
a  still  more  severe  tempest  was  at  hand.  Aooordinghr,  an 
the  Sd  of  April,  there  came  on  a  storm,  which,  bota  in  its 
violence  and  duration,  for  it  lasted  three  days,  exceeded  aU 
wa  had  hitherto  experienced.  In  its  first  onset,  we  reeaivad 
afOrions  shock  from  a  sea,  ^hieh  brake  apon  our  larboard 
quarter^  vdierie  it  stove  in  the  quarter  gallery,  and  Toshed 
imia  die  ship  like 'a*  deluge. .  Our  ragging  soffinred  also  ax*^ 
tremely  from  tha  blew  i  anmng  the  rest,  one  of  the  straps  of 
tha  main  dead>eyes  was  brofcea,  as  were  Kkawise  a  main 
sbvood  and  apvtmok  shroud;  sothat^  to  ease  thestress  upon 
the  masts  and  shnmds,  we  had  to  lower  both  onr  main  land 
fore  vards,  and  to  furl  all V  lir  sails.  We  hiy  in  thb  ^posture 
for 'three  davs>  when,  the  mnta  somewhat  abatingb  iwo  ian* 
tured  to  make  sail  under  onr  courses  only.  Even  this  .#ofld 
not  avail  us  loiig^  ibr  next  day,  baing  tha  7tb,.  #ahad  aiv* 
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o^horluuKl^tlivacooiDpanied  with  lightning  and  r^^  , 

Pbligad  VI  ta  He-to  all  nioht 

It  wiM  iiM%  wondcifaiy  notwithstanding  the  severe  wiea- 
umt'^mm  endoied.,  that  no  extraordinary  accident  had  hapr 
jpanad  to  anyiof  the  squadron  since  Uie  Gloucester  brohe  h^ 
Buiin^yard.  But  this  goodfortuoe  now  no  longer  attended 
w; ' w,  at' three  nestr morning,  seveial  guns  were  fired  to 
leew^  asrsignalaof  distress,  >bi»  which  thecomnmtlore  mada 
Jthe  sigipal  kfdt  -the  aqvadron  to  fafing  to. ;  At  day-bredc  wa 
iaw  tto  WMjer  a  ooniide^nible  way  to  leaivard  of  any  of  the 
other  ships,  iand;8o<Hl  perceived  that -she  had  lost  her  roizen* 
naslv  and  midn  tepsail-yard.  We  immediately  bore  down 
towards  her,  wad  foimd  that  this  disaster  had  arisen  front 
the  badness  of  her  iron-work,  as  idl  the  diain  plates  to  wind* 
ward  had  given  way,  in  consequence  of  her  liaving  fetched  • 
ileep  ffoil^  Thti  accident  proved  the  more  unfortunate  foe 
thO' Wagei^  is  her  omtain  bad  been  on  board  die  Gloucester 
ever  sinee  th^  Slci  March,>  uid  the  weather  was  now  too  se« 
Tere  to  permit  of  his  return^  Nor  was  the  Wager  th?  only 
Uiip  in  the  iquadnm  that  suffered  in  this  tempei^ ;  for  Qext 
day^  a  signaji  Of  distress  was  made  blr  the  Anna  pink,  and  PQ 
'  ^diing  her,  we  found  she  had  broKeft  her  fore-stay  and  the 

gammon  of  her  boltsprit,  and  was  in  no  small  danger  of  all 
ler  masts  coming  by  the  boa^d ;  so  that  the  whole  squadron 
had  to  bear  awav  to  leeward  ull  she  madaidl  fost,  after  which 
we  ttroin  hauledf  upon  a  wind. 

Knot  all  our  smicitude,  and  tlie  numerous  ills't^  every 
Jund,  to  which  wp  had  been  incessantly  exposed  for  near 
forty  days,  we  now  had  great  consolation  in  the  hope  that 
our  fiitiffues  were  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  we  should 
Boaa  arnve  in  a  more  hospitable  climate  where  we  should  be 
ampiviewarded  for  all  our  past  toils  and  sufferings;  for,  to* 
Waras  the  latter  end  of  March,  by  our  reckoning,  we  had 
advanced  near  ten  degrees  to  the  weal  of  the  westermosfe  ' ' 
point  of  Terra  del  Fuego ;  and,  as  this  allowance  was  douUe 
what  former  navigators  bad  thought  necessary  to  compan* 
sate  the  drift  of  the  western  current,  we  esteemed  ourselyea 
to  be  weU  advanced  within  the  limits  of  the  Southern  Pacific, 
and  had  been,  evier  since  then,  standing  to  the  northward, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  turbulence  of  the  weather 
and  our  frequent  disasters  would  permit.  On  the  13th  of 
April,  in  additbn.to  our  before-mentioned  westins,  ipre  were 
only  one  degree  of  latitude  to  the  southward  of  the  western 

entrance 


« 


CHAP.  XIV.  SECT.  VIII.        ''JaptOM  JuiOU, 


m 


entnmce  into  the  Sixuti  of  MageUan*  0  di«t  w»  fuUy  «»- 
pected  in  a  venr  few  d«yi  to  ajMrienee  the,  odebntacl  ti|iiF> 
qnillity  of  the  Pac^  Ocean.  ^  But  theie  wei!e  only  defaMimu^ 
which  wn^  to  render  our  dinppointinent  mofe  tfnilde. 
On  the  vaoraiof^  of  the  14th,  between  two  and  tliree  Vclo^ 
the  wfather,  which  till  then  had  been  htxf,  fortunately  dear* 
ed  up»  and  the  pink  made  a  signal  for  seeing  the  hnd  r^it 
a-head )  and»  as  it  was  only  two  miles  dist^n^  we  were  all 
under  the  most  dreadful  apprehcnaions  of  running, on  shore; 
which,  had  either  the  wind  blown  from  its  usiud  quartei^ 
with  its  wonted  violence,  or  had  not  the  moon  suddenly  shone 
out,  not  a  ship  of  the  whole  squadron  could  possibly  have 
avoided.  But  the  wind,  which  some  hours  bctfore  blew  in 
squalls  from  the  S.W.  had  fortnnitely  shifted  to  W.N.W. 
by  which  we  were  enabled  to  stand  to  Uie  southward,  and  to 
dear  ourselves  of  tliis  sudden  and  un^iqiteled  dimger*  ,4pd 
were  foitnnate  enough  by  noon  to  havi  giuned  an  oMng  of 
near  twenty  leagues. 

■b.  Bf  the  wtitdde  of  this  Imd  we  fell  in  wilhj  it  was  agreed 
to  be  that  part  of  Terra  delFliMfOt  near  the  south-western 
outlet  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  described  in  Fresier's  charf, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  tmit  point  which  he  calls  Cape  Noir.* 
It  was  indcwd  wonderful  that  the  current  should  have  driven 
US  to  the  eartward  with  so  much  strength,  for  (b«  .whole 
squadron  computed  that  we  were  ten  degrees  to  the  west- 
ward of  thisumd ;  so  that  in  tuminff,  by  our  reckoning, 
about  ninMeen  decrees  of  longiuide,  we  nad  not  in  reality  ad- 
*vanced  half  that  distance:  And  now,  instead  of  having  our 
labours  and  anxieties  relieved  by  approaching  a  warmer  cli- 
mate and  more  tranquil  seas,  we  were  forced  again  to  iteer 
southwards,  and  had  again  to  combat  those  western  blasts 
which  had  already  so  often  terri6ed  us ;  and  diis  too^  when 
we  were  greatly  enfeebled  by  our  men  foiling  sick  and  dying 
apace,,  and  when  our  spirits,  dejected  by  long  continuance 
at  sea  and  by  this  severe  disappointment  were  now  much 
less  capable  <M  supporting  us  through  the  various  difKculties 
and  dangers,  which  we  could  not  but  look  for  in  this  new 
and  arduous  undertaking.  Added  to  all  this,  we  were  sore 
discouraged  by  the  diminution  in  the  strength  of  the  squa- 
dron ;  for,  three  days  before  this,  we  had  lost  sight  of  the 

Severn 
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'  Cape  Noir,  in  b  ■mall  island  oiTUio  western  c«6t  of  Tern  del  Fuesoi 
{«  in  lau  W  i»  S.  lone.  73"  40*  W.— E. 
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•fluvwiaad  Plearl  In  the  flpoMiiifi^  and,  thtfagjIiiPB  wpvtmi. 
•«av«bipi»  amIbMt  abont^^'them  for  some  time^  we  never 
4mm^mm  mom ;  whence  we  aiMNrehended  that  thej^uho  h^d 
AUeniji  with  thb  hnd  in  the  nujfbt,  and  being  lew  fevouMd 
l)y  tiheiwind  and  the  moon^  might  have  perished  by  ruonil^ 
on  ikflire.  Full  of  theee  deqionding  thoughts  and  gloomy 
preiB^  we  stood  away  to  the  S.W.  prepared,  by  our  late 
«&a|ipointment^  how  large  an  a]lowan<ie  soever  we  made  in 
xmr  %estiiw  fiv  the  drift  of  the  current  from  the  westward, 
^^it^we  ^^it  still  find  it  insufficient  upon  a  second  trial.     . 
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Section  IX. 
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ObieitatioHt  and  Direetiom  for  facilitating  the  Pas$agt  of 
fvtun  Nav^atort  mmd  Cape  Mom, 


>H:''f^IWt  improper  season  of  the  year  in  which  we  attempted 
40  double  Cape  Horn,  and  to  which  is  to  be  impoted  the 
befiMre-reoitect  disappointinent,  in  filling  in  with  Terra  dd 
Ftt^o^'whto  we  reckoned  ourselves  above  an  hundred  leagues 
to  the  westward  of  that  coast,  and  consequently  well  advan- 
ced into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  to  which  we  were  necessitated  by 
our  too  late  departure  fimm  England,  was  the  fiital  sonrce,of 
nil  the  misfortunes  we  afterwards  experienced.  For,  firom 
henee  proceeded  the  separation  of  our  ships,  the  destruction 
of  «o  many  of  our  pe<^l^  the  ruin  of  our  fwc^ef^  agamst 
-Baldivia,  and  of  all  our  other  views  on  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments, and  the  reduction  of  our  souadron,  firom  the  formida* 
Ible 'Oondition  in  which  it  passed  the  Straits  of  Le  Mair^  to 
•  couple  of  shattered  hal^■manned  cruisers  and  a  sloop,  so 
iMo0edingIy  disabled  that^  in  many  climates,  they  scarcely 
dtitie  have  put  to  $ea.  To  prevent,  therefore^  as  much  as ' 
in  me  fies,  the  recurrence  of  similar  calamities  to  all  ships 
bound  hereafter  to  the  South  Seas,  I  thiidc  it  my  duty  to  in- 
sert in  this  place  such  observations  and  directions,  as  either 
my  own  experience  and  reflection,  or  the  conversation  of  the 
most  skilful  navigators  on  board  the  squadroii,  could  furnish 
me  with,  as  to  Uie  most  eligible  manner  of  doubling  Cape 
Horn,  whether  in  regard  to  the  season  of  the  vear,  toe 
course  proper  to  be  steered,  or  the  places  of  ren'eshment 
both  on  die  eastern  and  western  lidei  of  South  America* 

To 
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^  To  bof>  ;  wiih  the  proper  placb'for  refrefehmcint  on  tlid 
ttttern  side  cf  South  America.  For  this  purpose  the  island 
of  St  Catharines  has  been  tuualty  recbmmenaed  by  former 
^irriters,  «nd  on  dieir  atitlioritT  we  put  in  there;  but  the 
treatment  wiB  cxperieneed,  ana  the  smaH  store  of  refrieih-' 
ments  we  could  procure  tnere^  are  sufficient  reasotas  to  rSh-> 
der  all '  ships'  ve^  cautions  in  future  how  they  trust  to  the 
government  of  Don  Jose  Sylva  de  Paz ;  for  thqr  may  assu- 
redly depend  on  having  their  strength,  condition^  and  designs 
betrayed  to  the  Spaniards,  as  far  as  the  knowledge  the  go> 
▼emor  can  procure  of  these  particulars  may  enable  him.  As 
this  treacherous  conduct  was  inspired  by  the  views  of  private 
gain,  in  the  illicit  commerce  carried  on  to  the  river  Platc^ 
rather  than  by  an^  natuftil  aflbction  between  the  Portuguese 
and  Spaniarcfs,  tne  same  perfidy  may  perhaps  be  expected 
from  most  of  the  governors  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  sincd  these 
smuffgling  engagements  are  doubtless  very  general  and  ex- 
tensive; and,  though  the  governors  themiselves  should  detest 
ISO  Pithless  a  procraure,  yet,  as  ships  are  perpetually  passing 
from  one  or  other  of  the  Brazilian  ports  to  the  Rio  Piat% 
the  Spaniards  could  Jscarcely  fail  of  receiving  intelh'gence,  bv 
this  means,  of  any  British  ships  being  on  the  coast;  anqy 
however  imperfect  such  intelligence  mieht  be,  it  might  provd 
injurious  to  the  views  and  interests  ot  cruizcrs  thu»  disco- 
vered.'    ■ 

''*  As  the  Spanish  trade  in  the  South  Seas  is  all  in  ope  direct 
tion,  from  north  to  south,  or  the  direct  reverse^  with  veiry 
little  deviation  tO  the  eastward  or  westward,  it  is  in  the  power 
of  two  or  three  cruizers^,  properly  stationed  on  different  parta 
of  this  track,  to  possess  themselves  of  every  ship  that  puts  io 
sea.  This,  however,  can  only  be  the  case  so  long  as  they 
continue  concealed  from  the  tfeighbourinff  coiost;  for,  the 
moment  that  an  enemy  is  known  to  be  in  Uiese  seas,  all  na* 
vigation  is  prohibited,  and  all  chance  of  capture  is  conse-^ 
quently  at  an  end ;  as  the  Spaniards,  well  aware  of  these 
advantages  to  an  enemy,  send  expresses  all  along  the  coast^ 
and  lay  a  general  embargo  on  all  trade ;  which  measure  they 
know  will  not  only  prevent  their  vessels  from  being  taken,' 
but  must  soon  oblige  all  eruizenii^  that  have  not  sufficient 
strength  to  attempt  their  settlements  on  shore,  td  quit  these 
seas  for  want  of  provisions,  tience  the  great  importimce  of 
carefully  concealing  all  expeditions  of  this  kind  is  quite  evi-' 
dent;  and  hence  too  it  is  obvious  how  extremely  prqu^cial 
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mieh  intell^ciice  must  prove  u  Uiat  conmimicated  by  the 
PortagueM  to  the  l^aniards  in  our  cas^  in  eonnqueac*  of 
touching  at  the  ports  of  Brasil  Yet  it  will  often  huppia 
tbat  ahips,  boand  beyond  Cape  Honit  may  be  obUged  t^icaM 
tfatfC  for  wood,  water,  md  other  refreuunentS';  in  whidi 
caM,  St  Catharines  is  the  very  last  place  I  wowld  recom- 
mend i  both  because  the  pn>per  ipimak  for  a  live  stock  at 
sea,  as  hogs,  she^  and  fo"^  are  not  to  be  procured  there* 
for  want  of  whidi  we  found  ourselves  greatly  distressed,  bot* 
ing  reduced  to  live  almost  entirely  <m  salt  provisions  i  and 
because^  from  that  port  being  nearer  the  Rio  Plata  ^an 
many  others  of  the  Portuguese  settlements,  the  inducements 
and  conveniences  for  betraying  us  to  the  Spaniards  were  9^ 
much  the  stronger.  The  place  I  would  recommend  is  Rio 
Janeiro,  where  two  of  our  squadron  put  in,  after  separating 
from  us  in  passing  Cape  Horn.  At  this  place,  as  I  was  in? 
formed  by  a  gentleman  on  board  one  of  these  ships,  any 
quantity  of  hogs  and  poultry  can  be  procured ;  and  as  it  is 
more  dyutant  from  the  Rio  Plata,  the  difficulty  of  soiding 
intdligence  to  the  Spamards  is  somewhat  increased,  ana 
consequently  the  chance  of  continuing  there  undiscovered  is 
80  mudi  the  greater.  Other  measures,  which  may  effeoblr 
^llv  obviate  alTthese  embarrassments,  will  be  consklered  mor<i 
at  large  hereafter. 

it  proceed,  in  the  next  place^  to  consider  of  the  proper 
measures  to-be  pursued  for  doubling  Cape  Horn :  And  here, 
I  think  I  am  sufficiently  authorize^  by  our  own  fatal  expe- 
rience, and  by  a  C4Eireful  comparison  and  examination  of  th<^ 
joum^  of  former  navigators,  to  give  the  following  advice, 
iv6ich  ought  never,  in  prudence^  to  be  departed  from :  Which 
i8|;*rhat  all  ships  bound  to  the  South  Seas,  instead  of  pass- 
ing through  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  should  constantly  pfiss 
by  the  eastward  of  Staten>Land»  and  should  be  invariably 
bent  on  running  as  far  as  the  latkude  of  61<*  or  62°  S*  before 
they  endeavour  to  stand  to  the  westwards ;  and.  ought  then 
to  make  sure  of  a  sufficient  westing  in  or  about  that  latitude, 
before  commencing  a  northern  course.  But,  since  directions 
diametrically  opposite  to  these  have  been  formerly  giv^i  by 
othes^  writers,  it  is  incunjbent  on  me  to  produce  my  reasons 
for  each  part  of  this  maxim. 

First  tncn,  as  to  the  propriety  of  passing  to  the  eastward 
of  StateuoLand.  Those  who  have  attended  to  the  risk  we  ran 
in  passing  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  the  danger  we  were  in  of 
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bdng  drivm  upon  StaMo-Lattd  bjr  tfie  bunwDt*  wlmi^iaibiil^li 
w«h«ppi(y  MOaped  beittt driven <m  ihottt  we wer^ yiA oati 
ried  to  the  ««itw«rd  df  th«t  idind }  tho*)  I  Mtj,  who  nflatt 
on  this  And jth«  like  ttccidenf» wUch  haVb  hiippeiitid  toother 
ehipt,  WiU  fitfdy  not  esteem  it  prudent  M>paM«.throiigh  dun 
itoaits  Mid  run  the  risk  of  shipwreok,  and  find  l2MBiselvesi 
i^Ur  al^  Ao  farther  to  the  wMtwafdf  the  only  reason  hithcMo 
given  for  this  prdcticef  than  thejr  might  have  been^  in  the 
same  time*  by  a  more  secure  navigation  in  an  open  scat  Aiid 
4i«r/«  ai  to  the  diredtions  I  have  given  for  running  into  the 
latitude  of  61**  or  6fto  S.  before  any  endeavour  is  made  ta 
stand  tO'  the  westward.  The  reasons  for  this  precept  nrei 
thiltf  in  all  probability*  the  violetice  of  the  currtnt  setting 
Irom  the  westward  will  be  thereby  avmded,  add  the  weathei' 
will  prove  less  tempestuous  and  uncertain*  This  but  eiidliin* 
stinte  we  experienced  most  remarkably)  fbi^aft^  we  had 
unexpectedly  &llen  in  With  the  land  at  Cape  Neir^  we  stood 
away  sonthwafd  to  get  clear  of  it ;  and  were  60  soondr  ad* 
vaneed  into  the  lat.  of  60°  &  or  upwards,  thail  we  met  with 
much  better  weather  and  smoother  water  tbatL  in  any  dther 
pUrt  of  this  whole  passage.  The  air  indeed  was  very  diai^ 
and  oold)  and  we  had  strong  g*les,  but  they  #eile  Vtead^  and 
unifiMVi  and  we  had  at  the  samd  Ume  sunshine  and  a  dear 
sky :  whetiees  in  the  lower  latitude  the  wind  eVdry  noii^  md 
then  intermitted)  as  it  wer^  to  recover  ihew  stlrength»  add 
then  returned  suddenly  in  the  most  violent  gwU>  wreaten« 
ing  at  every  blast  to  blow  away  odr  masts^  iHiich  must  have 
proved  otar  inevitable  destruction.. 

AlsOk  that  the  currents  in  this  high  latitude  would  be  t£ 
much  less  effiiiacy  than  nearer  the  liuod)  seems  to  be  evinced 
by  these  cimsiderations  t  That  all  currents  run  with  greatef 
violence  ;near  the  shore  than  out  at  sea*  and  that  at  great 
distances  from  the  laild  they  are  scarqely  perceptible.  The 
reason  of  this  seems  sufficiiently  obvious*  if  we  consider  thdt 
constant,  currents!*  in  all  probability*  are  produced  by  oon« 
stant  winds  I  the  wind*  though  with  a  slow  and  imperatotif 
ble  motion*  driving  a  large  body  of  water  continually  before 
it*  which*  being  accumulated  on  any  coast  thatit  meets  with 
in  its  odiirse*  must  escape  along  the  shore  by  the  endeavours 
of  the  surface  to  reduce  itself  to  the  level  of  the  rest  of  the 
ocean.  It  is  likewise  reasonable  to  suppose^  that  those  vio- 
lent gusts  of  wind  which  we  ^perienced  near  the  shores 
$0  very  differ<itiit  from  what  we  found  in  the  Iat<  of  60**  j6.  and 
upwards*  may  be  owing  to  a  similar  cause ;  for  a  westerly 
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.wind  almoft  perpeUutlhr  prevails  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  this  current  of  air  being  interrupted  by 
die  enormously  hidi  range  of  die  Andes*  and  fagr  the  moun- 
tains on  Terra  delFuego,  which  together  bar  up  the  whole 
eountry  as  fiur  south  as  Capii  Horn,  a  part  onfy  of  the  wind 
can  force  its' way  over  the  top  of  these  prodigious  nrecipio^iib 
'while  the  rest  must  naturally  follow  the  direcUon  or  the  coast, 
ind  must  rabge  down  the  land  to  the  southward,  and  sweep 
;^rith  an  imp^uous  and  irregvlar  blast  round  Cape  Horn, 
and  the  souUiermost  part  of  Terra  del  Fue|;o.  Without 
placing  too  much  reliance  on  these  speculations,  we  miy 
assume^  I  believe,  as  incontestable  facts,  that  both  the  ra- 
jndity  of  the  currents,  and  the  violence  of  the  western  galea, 
are  less  sensible  in  lat  61*  or  62<*  S.  than  nearer  the  coastli 
of  Terra  del  Fu^;o. 

Though  satis&d,  both  from  our  own  experience  and  the 
^relations  of  other  navigators,  of  the  importance  of  the  pro- 
fit here  inristed  on,  of  proceeding  to  lat.  61*  or  62<*  S.  be- 
fore any  endeavours  are  made  to  stand  to  the  westwards, 
yet  I  would  also  advise  all  ships  hereafter  not  to  trust  so  far 
,to  this  muiagepient  as  to  n^lect  another  most  essential 
knaxim :  'Which  is,  to  make  this  paasa^  in  the  height  of  the 
VKtaretie  $ummert  or,  in  other  words,  in  the  months  of  De- 
tonber  and  Januaiy,  which  correspond  exactly  to  the  months 
of  June  and  July  in  our  northern  or  arctic  hemisphere :  and 
the  more  distant  the  time  of  passing  may  be  from  this  sea- 
eon,  so  much  the  more  disastrous  the  passage  mav  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  prove.-  Indeed,  if  the  mere  violence  of 
the  western  winds  be  considered,  the  time  of  our  passage, 
Which  was  about  the  antarctic  autumnal  equineoc,  was  per- 
haps the  most  favourable  period  of  the  whole  year.  But  Uien 
it  must  be  considered  that  there  are,  independent  of  the 
winds,  many  other  inconveniences  to  be  apprehended  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  which  are  almost  insuperable.  For,  at  that 
season,  the  severity  of  the  cold,  and  the  shortness  of  Uie  days, 
would  render  it  impracticable  to  run  so  far  to  the  southward 
as  is  here  recommended.  The  same  reasons  would  also  great- 
ly augment  the  danger  and  alarm  of  sailing,  at  that  season, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  an  unknown  shores  dreadful  in  its 
appearance,  even  in  the  midst  of  summer,  and  would  render 
a  winter  navigation  on  this  coast,  beyond  all  others,  most 
dismaying  ana  terrible.  As  I  would,  therefore^  advise  all 
ships  to  make  their  passage,  if  possible,  in  December  and 
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Jfnuary;  to  I  would  warn  them  never  to  aiUmpt  doubling. 
Cmtt  Hom»  from  the  eistward,  after  the  month  of  Maroha 
whieh  it- equivalent  to  onrAugnit. 

As  to  the  remaining  coniideration,  in  r^|ard  to  the  moit 
propw.placie  for  cruitera  to  refit  at»  on  their  fint  arrtval  in 
the  South  Seas,  there  is  scarcely  any  choice^  the  island  c€ 
Jnah  Fernandea  being  the  only  place  that  can  be  prudently 
recommended  for  that  purpose.  For^  dthoudi  there  are 
many  ports  on  the  western, side  of  Pataooniar  Mtween  Uie  . 
Straits  of  Magellany  one  of  which  I  shalTpairtiouJarly  notice 
In  the  sequel)  in  which  ships  may  ride  in  great  safety,  and 
may  also  recruit  their  wood  and  water,  and  procure  some 
few  refreshments,  yet  that  coast  u  in  itself  so  extremely  dan* 
flerouB,  owing  to  its  numerous  rocks  and  breakers,  and  to 
ttie  violaice  of  the  western  winds,  which  blow  iipon  it  conti* 
nnally,  that  it  is  by  no  means  advisable  to  fall  in  with  that 
coast,  at  least  till  the  roads,  channels,  and  anchorages  io. 
each  part  of  it  have  been  accurately  surveyed,  and  both  the 
perils  and  shelters  with  which  it  abounds  are  more  distinctly 
known.  • 

Haviqg  thus  given  the  best  directions  in  my  p4sii>'er,  for  the  . 
success  of  our  cruizers  that  may  be  hereafter  bound  to  the 
South  Seas,  it  might  be  expected  that  I  should  now  resume 
the  narrative  .of  our  v(wage.  Y^  as,  both' in  the  preceding 
and  subsequent  parts  of  this  work,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
toot  only  to  recite  all  sudi  facts,  and  to  inculcate  such  max- 
ims,  as  had  even  the  least  appearance  of  proving  beneficial 
to  future  navigators,  and  also  to  recommend  such  measure! 
to  the  public  as  seemed  adapted  to  promote  the  same  laudar 
ble  purpose  I  cannot  desist  from  the  present  sul^ect  with- 
out beseeching  those  persons  to  whom  the  conduct  of  ou|r 
naval  afikirs  is  confided,  to  endeavour  to  remove  the  many 
perplexities  and  embarrassments  with  which  the  navisatioa 
to  the  South  Sea  is  at  present  encumbered.  An  erort  of 
this  kind  could  not  fail  of  proving  highly  honourable  to  them- 
selves^ and  extremely  beneficial  to  their  country ;  for  it  is 
sufficiently  evident,  that  whatever  improvements  navigation 
shall  receive,  either  by  the  inyeption  of  methods  by  which  its 
practice  may  be  rendered  less  hazardous,  or  by  the  more 
accurate  delineation  of  the  coasts,  roads,  and  harbours  al- 
ready known,  or  by  the  discovery  of  new  countries  and  na- 
tions, or  of  new  species  and  sources  of  commerce^  the  advan- 
tages thence  arising  must  nltirnately  redov^d  tQ  the  emolu- 
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ment'of  Gr^  Britain.  Sinoa^aa  our  flseU  ora  at  prwent 
wpeFior  to  ihoM  of  the  vbple  world  united,  it  mutt  be  a 
matchleu  degree  of  ^upinenew  or  meanneu  of  qpirit,  if  wo 

Crmit  any  at  the  advantages  deriveable  from  new  diwoTer- 
»  or  fvom  a  more  extended  navigation,  to  be  nnrithed 
from  us. 

Sinoe  it  i^pear%  ftom  what  has  been  already  said,  that  aH 
our  futnreiemsditions  to  th«  £|onth  fieas  must  run  a  aonsi<» 
jderable  risic  of  proving  abortive,  while  we  remain  under  the 
necessity  of  touch jng  at  Brazil  in  our  passage  thither,  the 
fiiscovery  of  some  place  more  to  the  southward,  where  ahipi 
might  rwrcsh,  and  siq)pfy  themselves  with  the  necessary  sea 
stock  for  their  passage  round  Cape  Horn,  would  relieve  ul 
from  this  embarrassment,  and  would  surehr  be  a  matter  woiv 
thy  of  the  fl[|tention  of  the  public.  Neither  does  this  seem 
difficult  to  be  ^fected,  as  we  already  have  an  imperfect 
kaowlfdge  of  two  places,  which  mi^ht  perhaps  prove,  on  ez» 
amination,  extremely  coniwnient  for  this  purpose.  One  of 
tjiese  is  Pepy's  Island,  in  the  latitude  of  47'  S.  and  laid  dcnm 
by  Dr  HaUey  al^ut  eighty  leagues  to  the  eastward  (^  Cape 
Uanco,  oq^the  coast  of  Patagonia.''  The  other  is  Falk- 
land's Islands,  in  lat  51^  SQf  S.*  nearly  south  of  Pepy's 
island. 

:  The  first  of  these  was  discovered  by  Captain  Cowley  in 
1688,  during  his  voyage  round  the  world,  and  is  represented 
by  that  navigator  as  a  commodious  place  for  ships  to  wood 
and  water  at,  bei|ig  provided  with  a  good  and  capacious  har- 
bour, where  a  thousand  sail  of  ships  might  ride  at  anchor  in 
great  safety^  boiog  also  the  resort  of  vast  numbers  of  fowls  i 
and  as  itp  shores  coqsist  of  either  rocks  or  sands^  it  seems  to 
prQl^kv^p  great  plenty  of  fish.  Falkland's  Islands  have  beat 
l«en  by  many  navigators,  both  French  and  English.  It  is 
laid  down  by  Fresier,  in  his  chart  of  the  extremity  of  South 
America,  under  the  name  of  the  New  Itltmds.  Woods  Ro* 
gers,  who  ran  along  thel^.E*  coasts  of  these  islands  in  1708, 

says 
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-  '  Isia  Grange,  supposed  to  be  the  Pepy's  Island  discovered  by  CowIqt, 
is  in  lat.  46°  34'  S.  and  is  placed  by  Mr  Oalrymple  in  long.  46°  40'  W. 
while  the  illustrious  navigator  Cook  makes  its  long.  35*  40*  W.  a  difierence 
of  longitude  oi  no  less'  tmin  elev^  degrees. 

*  The  centre  of  Falkland's  Isbuida  is  in  51"  45'  S.  Janson's  Islands,  the 
mcpt  north-westerly  of  the  grouf^  or  the  Sebaldines,  is  in  (1°;  and  B^. 
chen^'s  Isle,  the  mort  southerly,  in  53"  S.— E. 
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up  thcgr  txtend  abont  two  damek  in  length,'  Mid  appcMrad 
imh  fgentl*  defcanti  from  hiU  to  hill,  Memiag  to  be  gjMd 
Moond,  intenpened  with  woodi^  and  not  deratate  of  li«r* ' 
Doun. 

'  nther  of  theie  plteei,  bebf  idandt  at  a  ooandavaUe  dis- 
tmoa  from  the  oontlnent,  nw^  be  nippoaed,  ftom  their  kti« 
fnd^  to  be  situated  in  a  nfficiently  temperate  climatcb  Thtgr 
mm  both,  it  ie  true^  too  little  known  at  present  to  be  recom* 
■wndcd  as  the  most  eligiUe  plaees  of  refreshment  for  ships 
besrad  to  the  Soi^th  Seas :  But,  if  the  admirahy  should  think 
proper  to  order  them  to  be  surveyed,  which  might  be  done 
at  a  veiy  small  expence,  by  a  tessel  fitted  out  on  purpose } 
and  if,  <m  emunination,  either  one  or  both  dioula  eppeav 
proper  for  servfaig  the  end  in  view,  it  is  scarcdy  possiDle  to 
ooDceivc  how  exceedingly  important  so  convenient  a  station 
might  prove,  so  iar  to  the  southward,  and  so  near  Cape 
Ham.  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bristol,  under  Woods 
Rogers,  were  only  thirty-five  days  from  losing  sight  of  Falk** 
hmo's  Islands  to  their  arrival  at  Juan  Fcmandea,  in  the 
South  Sea ;  and,  as  the  return  back  is  much  facilitated  by 
the  western  winds,  a  voyage  might  doubtless  be  made  ftain 
i^ilkland's  Islands  to  Juan  Femandes  and  bade  again>  in 
Uttle  more  than  two  months.  Evoi  in  tin^  of  peace,  this 
station  might  be  of  great  consequence  to  the  nation ;  and  in 
time  of  war,  would  render  us  masters  of  those  seas. 
>  As  all  discoveries  of  this  kind,  dmoffh  extremely  honour- 
able to  those  who  direct  and  promote  Uiem,  may  yet  be  car- 
ried on  at  an  inconsiderable  expence,  since  small  vessels  are 
much  the  most  proper  to  be  employed  in  this  service^  it  were 
greatly  to  be  wished  that  the  whole  coasts  of  Patagosua, 
Terra  del  Fuego^  and  Staten-Land,  were  carefully  surveyed^ 
and  the  numerous  channels,  roads,  harbours,  and  islsnds^  in 
whidi  they  abound,  acoirately  examine^  described,  and  re- 
presented. This  might  open  to  us  vast  Acilities  for  passing 
wto  the  South  Seas,  such  as  hitherto  we  have  no  knowledge 
of,  an4  would  render  the  whole  of  that  southern  navigation 
greatly  more  secure  than  it  is  at  present :  Particularly  as 
exact  draughts  of  the  wmtem  coast  of  Patagonia,  from  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  to  the  Spanish  settlements^  mig^t  furnish 
>•'  us 


'  The  west  extremity  of  this  group  is  in  long.  69P  W.  and  the  east  ex- 
tfemity  in  66«  48^  W.  bo  that  their  extent  is  6^  18'  in  difference  of  longi- 
tude.— E. 
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us  with  better  and  more  convenient  ports  for.  refreehmeirtt 
ond  better  tiUiated*  both  for  tlie  purposei  of  war  and  flDnb* 
inerc<^  than  Juan  FornandcSf  as  being  above  a  foni^fiilht 
sail  nearer  to  Falkland's  Islands.  i    • 

•  'IThe  discovery  of  this  coast  was  formerly  thought  of  so 
much  importance^  by  reason  of  its  neighbourhowi  to  >th« 
Araucot  and  other  Indians  of  Chili»  who  are  generally  oft 
war»  or  at  least  on  ill  terms,  with  the  Spaniardsi  tbatf  in  tW 
reign  of  Charles  II.  Sir  John  Narborough  was  purpoeo^y 
fitted  out  to  Burv^  the  Straits  of  Map;ellan,  the  neighboM^ 
iiig  coast  of  Patagonia,  and  the  Spanish  ports  on  that  fron- 
tier, with  directions,  if  possible^  to  procure  some  intercourse 
with  the  Chilese  Indians,  and  to  establish  a  commerce  and 
lasting  correspondence  with  them.  His  majesty's  views,  oa 
this  occasion,  were  not  solely  directed  to  the  advantage  he 
might  hope  to  receive  from  an  alliance  with  these  savages,  io 
restraining  and  intimidating  the  king  of  Spain,  but  he  even 
conceived,  independent  of  these  considerations,  that  an  im- 
mediate traffic  with  these.  Indians  mieht  prove  highlyadvan^ 
tagcous  to  the  nation ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  Chili,  at  iti 
fiist  discovery  by  the  Spaniards,  abounded  in  vast  quantitiea 
of  gold,  much  beyond  what  it  has  ever  produced  since  it 
came  into  their  possession.  Hence  it  has  oeen  generally  be- 
lieved, that  the  richest  mines  are  carefi^lly  concealed  by  the 
Indians,  as  well  knowing  that  their  discovery  would  excite 
in  the  Snaniards  a  greater  thirst  for  oonquest  and  tyranny, 
and  ifOuld  riender  their  own  independence  more  precarions. 
But,  in  regard  io  their  comjoierce  with  the  En^^ish,  could 
that  be  estwlished,  ihesc  reasons  would  no  longer  influence 
them}  since  it  would  be  in  our  power  to  suppfy  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  together  wiui  many  other 
conjireniences,  which  their  intercourse  with  the  Spaniards  has 
taught  them  to  relish.  They  would  then,  in  all  probabilityy 
open  their  mines,  and  gladly  embrace  a  traffic  of  such  mu- 
tual advantage  to  both  nations :  For  their  gold,  instead  of 
proving  an  incitement  to  enslave  them,  would  then  procure 
them  weapons  with  which  to  assert  their  liberty,  to  chastise 
their  tyranny,  and  to  secure  themselves  for  ever  from  falling 
under  the  Spanish  yoke;  while^  with  our  assistance,  and 
under  our  protection,  they  might  become  a  considerable  peo- 
ple, and  might  secure  to  us  that  wealth,  which  was  formerly 
most  mischievously  lavished  by  the  house  of  Austria,  and 
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Utahr  by  tbe  bouae  of  Bourbon»  in  ponnit  of  onifenal  mo* 
oardiy. 

It  M  true*  tbat  Sir  Jobn  Narboroiigfa  did  not  ancccad  in 
opening  tbii  commerce^  wbich  promiacd,  in  appearance^  ao 
many  MTontoget  to  the  natimn :  But  bia  diaappointment  woa 
merely  accidental ;  and  bit  traniactiont  on  tbat  ooaat,  beaidea 
tbe  many  advantages  be  fumitbed  to  aeqan^pby  and  naTigo- 
tion,  are  ratber  an  encouragement  ror  future  triala  of  mia 
kind,  tban  any  objection  ogainat  them.  His  principal  mis- 
fortune was  in  losing  a  small  bark  that  accompanied  bim» 
and  having  some  of  nis  people  trepanned  at  naldivia.  It 
even  appeared,  by  the  fears  and  precautions  of  the  Spa- 
niards, that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  tbe  practicability  of 
the'  scheme  he  was  sent  to  execute,  and  were  extremdy  alarm* 
ed  with  apprehensions  for  its  consequences.  It  is  said  tbat 
Charles  11.  was  so  far  prepossessed  with  the  belief  of  the  ad- 
vantages that  might  reddund  to  tbe  public  from  this  expe* 
ditioOt  and  was  so  eager  to  be  informed  of  tbe  event,  on  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  Sir  Jobn  Narborouj^  passing  throng^ 
the  Downs  on  nis  return,  that  he  bad  not  patience  to  wait  tul 
his  ikrrival  at  court,  but  went  himself  in  bis  barge  to  meet 
him  at  Oravesend. 

J£he  two  most  famous  charts  hitherto  published,  [t.  e.  in 
1745,]  of  the  southern  parts  of  South  America,  are  those  of 
Dr  Halley,  in  bis  General  Chart  of  the  Magnetic  Variation^ 
and  of  Frezier,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas.  Besidei' 
these,  there  is  a  chart  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  some 
parts  of  the  adjacent  coast,  by  Sir  John  Narborough,  whi^ 
IS  doubtless  infinitely  more  exact  in  that  part  than  Frezier's^ 
and  even  in  some  parts  superior  to  Halley's,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  longitudes  of  different  places  in  these  straits. 
We  were  in  some  measure  capable  of  Correcting,  by  our  own 
observations,  the  coast  from  Qipe  Blanco  to  Terra  del  Fuego» 
and  thence  to  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  as  we  ranged  abng 
that  coast,  generally  in  sight  of  land.  The  position  of  the 
land  to  the  northword  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  on  the 
western  side  of  Patagonia,  is  doubtless  laid  down  very  im- 
perfectly in  our  charts;  and  yet  I  believe  it  to  be  mudi 
nearer  the  truth  tban  any  hitherto  published;  as  it  was 
drawn  from  the  information  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Wa- 
ger, which  was  shipwrecked  on  that  coast ;  and  as  it  pretty 
nearly  agrees  with  what  I  have  seen  in  some  Spanish  manu- 
scripts.   The  channel,  called  Whale  Sound,  dividing  Terra 
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del  FncgOk  towardt  Um  WMt«m  extremity  of  the  Stnite  of 
Maffellan,  wm  repretented  by  Freiier ;  but  Sir  Fraaoit 
Drui^  who  fint  diicovered  Cape  Horn,  aad  the  louth-iwf  t 
perti  of  Terr»  del  Fnego^  obi«ved  that  the  whole  coast  wte 
ndeoted  by  a  great  number  of  inkta,  all  of  whioh  he  eoncth^A 
to  ooMUQvnicate  with  the  Straits  of  Magellan :  And  I  do  not 
daobli  when  this  oonntry  shall  be  thoroughhr  exaniined*  that 
thla  comeolnre  will  be  perilled,  and  that  Terra  del  Fuego 
win  bo  Mind  to  consist  of  several  islands. 
.  I  musl  not  omit  warning  all  future  navigatore  against  ro* 
fying  on  the  longitude  of  the  Straits  of  Lo  Bfaireb  or  of  any 
part  of  that  ooost>  as  laid  down  by  Frezier  i  the  whob  being 
nrom  eight  to  ten  degrees  too  far  to  the  eastward,  if  any  bita 
can  be  given  to  the  ooncurroit  evidences  of  a  great  number 
^  joumalsi  verified*  in  some  particulars,  by  aatrenomi'-id 
obsMrvations.  For  instance^  Sir  John  NarboroujB^  plaoM 
Ckpe  Virgin  Mary  in  long.  65*  48'  W.  from  the  Lican),  or 
about  71'^fO'  from  Lonchm.  The  ships  of  our  sqvadroMt 
idling  their  dq)artur«  from  St  Catharines,  when  the  lon- 
gitude was  rectified  by  an  observation  of  an  eclipse  of  the 
moosi,  ibnnd  Cape  Virgin  Mary  to  be  from  70"  15'  to  7ft«  SO* 
W.  from  London,  according  to  their  different  reckonings ; 
and,  as  there  were  no  circumstances  in  our  run  that  could 
lender  it  considerably  erroneous,  it  cannot  be  estimated  in 
less  than  71«  W.  from  London  i*  whereas  Freziur  maket'it 
only  66*>  W.  from  Parlo,  which  is  little  more  than  63"  from 
London.  Again,  oui-  !>(juadron  found  the  difiinrence  of  lon- 
gitude between  Capo  Virgin  Mary  and  the  Straits  of  Lo 
Maire  to  be  not  more  than  9*  SO',  while  Frezier  makes  die 
difference  nearly  4**,'  by  which  he  enlarged  the  coast,  from 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire^  to  near 
double  its  real  ei(tent.* 

Sbction 

"A'  t 

«  Oaly  670  4l0r  W.  from  Greenwich.— £. 

*  The  SttaiU  of  Le  Maire  are  ia  long.  65«  SO'  W.  lo  tliat  tiie  difierence 
is  8*  lor. 

*  Some  farther  critical  observations  on  the  f^pr.  f>Mrni  nositions,  as 
laid  down  by  Freaier,  Sir  John  Narborough,  andDr  iiulifv,  i  >-'  here  omit- 
ted, as  tending  to  no  use  01  nilbrmation ;  tlieae  tb:  (j-i  h^  -^  '■  ^r.  since 
ascertained  with  much  more  accuracy. — £.  if    '         <ii^.   :^;^i«!!i'i; 
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^  Court  from  Cmpe  Nuir  to  the  iiiando/Jwn  Fomandtt. 

ArrKK  the  mortifyinff  diMppointment  of  iUUng  in  wMi 
the  ooMt  of  Term  del  Fuego,  at  Cape  Noir,  «^en  we  reck- 
oned ourielven  ten  degroee  to  the  westward  of  it,  ••  fbrmerly 
nentioned  to  have  happened  on  the  14th  of  April,  we  stoo^ 
way  to  the  S.  W.  till  the  C8d  of  that  month,  when  we  wei« 
%\k  upwarda  of  60*  8.  and,  by  our  reckoning,  0"  westwards  of 
Cnpe  Noir.  In  this  run,  wc  had  a  aeriea  of  as  favoitroblc 
w«ather  as  could  well  be  expected  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
even  in  •  better  acason  of^the  year;  so  that  this  intervid, 
setting  aalde  onr  disquietudes  on  various  aooovnts^  was  by 
fiir  the  most  eligible  of  ainr  we  had  enjoyed  since  passing 
the  Straita  of  Le  Maire.  This  moderate  weather  oontmued, 
with  Kttle  variation,  till  the  evening  of  the  34th,  when  the 
wind  b^n  to  bk>w  fresh,  and  soon  increased  to  a  prodi^ous 
storm.  About  midnight,  the  weather  bebig  very  thick ,  w^ 
lost  sight  of  the  other  ships  of  the  squadron,  which  had  hi- 
therto kept  us  compan;|r,  notwithstanding  the  violence  of  the 
preceding  storms.  Neither  was  this  our  sole  misfortune  or 
next  morning,  while  endeavouring  to  hand  the  top-sails,  the 
elow-lines  and  bunt-lines  brokcy  and  the  sheets  being  half 
flown,  eveiy  seam  in  the  top>saiis  was  soon  split  from  tap  to 
bottom.  The  main  top-sail  shook  so  violently  in  the  wind, 
that  it  carried  away  the  top  lanthom,  and  even  endangered 
the  head  of  tlie  nuut.  At  length,  however,  some  of  the  bold- 
est of  our  men  ventured  upon  the  yard,  and  cut  the  sail 
away  close  to  the  ree&,  with  the  utmost  hazard  of  their  lives. 
At  the  same  time,  the  fore  tqp-sail  beat  about  the  yard  with 
so  much  fury,  that  it  was  soon  blown  to  pieces.  The  main* 
sail  also  blew  loose,  which  obliged  us  to  lower  down  the  yard 
to  socur«  the  sail ;  and  the  fore-yard  also  being  lowered,  we 
lay-to  under  a  miacn.  In  this  storm,  besides  the  loss  of  our 
tc^sais,  we  had  much  of  our  rising  broken,  and  lost  a 
main  studding-sail  boom  out  of  the  chams. 

The  weather  became  more  moderate  on  the  25th  at  noon, 
which  enabled  us  to  sway  up  our  yards,  and  to  r^air  our 
shattered  rigging  in  the  best  manner  we  could ;  but  still  we 
had  no  tight  of  the  rest  of  our  squadron,  neither  did  any  of 
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them  rejoin  us  till  after  our  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez ;  norf 
as  we  afterwards  learnt,  did  any  two  of  them  continue  in 
company  together.  This  total)  and  almost  instantaneous  se- 
paration wus  the  more  wonderful,  as  we  had  hitherto  kept 
t(v;ether  for  seven  weeks,  through  all  the  reiterated  tempests 
ofthis  turbulent  climate.  It  must  be  owned,  indeed,  that  we 
had  hence  room  to  expect  wc  might  make  our  passage  in  a 
shorter  time  than  if  we  had  continued  together,  because  we 
could  now  make  the  best  of  our  way,  without  being  retarded 
by  the  misfortunes  of  the  other  ships ;  but  then  we  had  the 
melancholy  reflection,  that  we  were  thereby  deprived  of  the 
assistance  of  others,  and  our  safety  depended  solely  on  our 
single  ship ;  so  that,  if  a  plank  started,  or  any  other  import* 
ant  accident  occurred,  we  must  all  irrecoverably  perish*  Or* 
should  we  happen  to  be  driven  on  shore,  we  had  the  uncom- 
fortable prospect  of  ending  our  days  on  some  desolate  coast* 
without  any  reasonable  hope  of  ever  getting  off  again ;  where^ 
as,  with  another  ship  in  company,  all  these  calamities  are 
much  less  formidable^  as  in  every  kind  of  danger  there  would 
always  be  some  probability  that  one  ship  at  least  might  etcape, 
and  be  capable  of  preserving  or  relieving  the  crew  of  the 
other.  ' 

During  the  remainder  of  April,  we  had  generally  hard 
gales,  though  every  day,  since  the  22d,  edging  to  the  north- 
ward. On  the  last  day  of  the  month,  however,  we  flatter^-d 
ourselves  with  the  expectation  Of  soon  terminating  onr  suf- 
ferings, as  we  then  found  ourselves  in  lat.  52*  13'  S.  which, 
being  to  the  northward  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  we  were 
now  assured  that  we  had  completed  our  passage,  and  were 
arrived  on  the  confines  of  the  South  Sea:  At.d,  as  this 
ocean  is  denominated  the  Pacific,  from  the  equability  of  the 
seasons  said  to  prevail  there,  and  the  facility  and  security 
with  which  navigation  is  there  carried  on,  we  doubted  not 
that  we  should  be  speedily  cheered  with  the  moderate  gales, 
the  smooth  water,  and  the  temperate  air,  for  which  that 
portion  of  the  globe  is  so  renowned.  Under  the  influence  of 
these  pleasing  circumstances,  we  hoped  to  experience  some 
compensation  for  the  complicated  sufferings,  which  had  so 
constantly  beset  us  for  the  last  eight  wedks.  Yet  here  we 
were  again  miserably  disappointed ;  for,  in  the  succeeding 
month  of  May,  our  sufferings  rose  even  to  a  much  higher 
pitch  than  they  had  ever  yet  done,  whether  we  consider  the 
violence  of  the  storms,  the  shattering  of  our  sails  and  rig- 
ging, 
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Sing,  or  the  diminution  and  weakening  of  bur  crew  by 
eathi  and  sickneu,  and  the  even  threatening' prospect  of 
our  utter  destruction.  All  this  will  be  sufficiently  evident, 
firom  the  following  circunutantial  recital  of  our  diversified 
Biisfortunes. 

■■  Soon  i^r  we  bad  passed  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire^  the 
leurvy  began  to  make  its  appearance  among  us,  and  our  long 
«!ontinuance  at  sea,  the  fatigue  we  underwent,  and  the  various 
disappointments  we  met  with,  had  occasioned  its  spreading 
to  such  a  d^ree,  that  there  were  but  few  on  board*  by  tbo 
latter  end  ofApril,  that  were  not  afflicted  with  it  in  somede- 
|pree ;  and  in  that  month  no  less  than  forty-three  died  of  it 
in  the  Centurion.  Although  we  thought  the  distemper  had 
then  risen  to  an  extraordmary  height,  and  were  willing  to 
hope  that  its  malignity  might  abate  as  we  advanced  to  the 
northward,  we  yet  found,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  lost  near 
double  that  number  in  the  month  of  May ;  and,  as  we  did 
iiotget  to  land  till  the  middle  of  June,  the  mortality  went  on 
increasing,  and  so  prodigiously  did  the  disease  extend,  tlia^ 
after  the  loss  of  above  200  men,  we  could  not  muster  at  the 
last  above  six  foremast-men  in  a  watch  tliat  wete  capable  of  , 
duty. 

This  disease,  so  frequent  in  long  voyages,  and  so  particularly 
destructive  to  us,  is  surely  the  most  singular  and  unaccount- 
able of  any  that  aJBfects  the  human  body.  Its  symptoms  are 
innumerable  and  inconstant,  and  its  progress  and  effects  sin-* 
gularly  irregular,  for  scarcely  have  any  two  persons  complaints 
exactly  resembling  each  other ;  and  where  there  have  beea 
some  conformity  in  the  symptoms,  the  order  of  their  appear- 
ance  has  been  totally  different.  Though  it  frequentlv  puts 
on  the  form  of  many  other  diseases,  and  is  not  therefore  to 
be  described  by  any  exclusive  and  infallible  criterions,  yet 
there  are  some  symptoms  which  ftre  more  general  than  the 
rest,  and  of  more  frequent  and  constant  occurrence,  and 
which  therefore  deserve  a  more  particular  enumeration. 
These  common  appearances  are  large  discoloured  spots  dis- 
persed over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  swelled  legs,  pu- 
trid gums,  and,  above  all,  an  extraordinary  lassitude  of  the 
whole  body,  especially  afler  any  exercise,  however  inconsi- 
derable ;  and  this  lassitude  at  last  degenerates  into  a  prone- 
ness  to  swoon,  and  event  to  die,  on  the  least  exertion  of 
strength,  or  even  on  the  least  motion.  This  disease  is  usu- 
ally attended,  also,  by  a  strange  dejection  of  spirits,  with  shi- 
6*  verings, 
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vetingi^  trembKngii  ud  a  di^KMHtion  to  bd  seia«d  with  Ibii 
most  dmdfiil  tenon  on  th«  slighteit  accident.  Indotd  lb 
VM  tnost  nmarluible^  in  all  oat  reiterated  experience  of  tkh 
mabdvy  tSiat  wKaterer  diHooraged  our  people»  or  at  anjK 
time  damped  tlieir  liopes,  never  &iled  to  add  new  vigmlt  1m 
the  dittei^ter,  for  such  usually  kiUed  thoie  who  were  in  the 
ImI  Mages  of  the  disease*  and  confined  those  to  their  han»* 
mocks  who  were  befora  capable  of  some  kindof  dnty*  so  tliat 
it  seemed  as  if  aJaority  of  mind  and  san^mne  hopes  were  dO 
amall  prewrmlives  from  its  fatal  malisnity. 

But  it  is  not  easy  to  complete  the  Jong  roll  of  the  variotul 
concomitants  of  this  disease ;  for  it  often  produced  putrid  fe» 
ten,  pleurisies,  jaundice»  and  violent  rheumatic  paias^  and 
sometimes  occasioiicd  obstinate  costivencss,  which  was  geno" 
rally  attended  with  a  difficultv  of  breathing,  and  this  wae 
esteemed  the  most  deadly  of  all  the  scorbutic  sj^mptoms.  M 
other  times  the  whole  body,  but  more  especially  the  legs^ 
were  subject  to  ulcers  of  the  worst  kind}  attended  by  rotten 
bones,  and  such  a  luxuriance  of  fungous  fleth  as  yielded  to 
no  remedy.  The  most  extraordinary  circumstance^  and 
which  ijrould  scarcely  be  credible  upon  any  liinde  evidence* 
was,  that  the  scars  of  wounds  that  bad  been  healed  for  many 
years,  were  forced  open  again  by  this  virulmt  dlitetnper. 
There  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  in  the  cast  of  one 
of  the  invalid  soldiers  on  board  the  Centurion*  who  had  beeto 
wounded  above  fifty  years  before^  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  | 
and  thou^^h  he  was  cured  soon  after»  and  had  Continued  v^ell 
for  a  great  many  years,  yet»  on  being  attacked  by  the  t^voh 
yy,  his  wounds  broke  out  afresh  in  theiprogrssB  of  the  disf 
easc^  and  appeared  as  if  they  had  nevwr  beca  liealed.  Whali 
is  pven  still  more  extraordinary,  the  callus  of  a  broken  bone^ 
which  had  been  completely  formed  for  a  long  tilne,  was  dist 
solved  in  the  course  of  this  disease,  and  the  fracture  seemed 
as  if  it  had  never  been  consolidated.  The  eficcts*  indeed,  of 
this  disease,^  were  in  almost  every  instance  wonderful*  for 
many  of  our  people,  tliough. confined  to  their  hammocki^ 
appeared  to  have  no  inconsiderable  share  of  health,  al  thev 
eat  and  drank  heartily,  were  even  cheerful,  talking  with  mttCb 
seeming  vigour  with  a  loud  strong  voice ;  and  yet,  on  being 
in  the  least  moved,  though  only  mmi  one  part  of  the  ship  td 
another,  and  that  too  in  their  hammocks,  they  would  in- 
stantly expire.  Others,  who  have  confided  in  their  seeming 
stro^th,  and  have  resolved  to  get  out  of  their  hanunocki^ 

have 
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hvn  died  befbn  th«y  tould  well  raadi  th^  dedii  r  n«kli«r 
inta  it  inieoBNnon  ibr  mch  at  w«r»  aUe  to  w«lk*  tlM  dad^ 
«ad  ewin  to  perform  sone  Und  of  duty,  to  drci|g  doifii  dtid 
in  an  ixatantt  on  any  attempt  to  act  widi  thair  mtmoit'  e& 
fort }  mai^  of  oar  people  having  perisbed  in  thii  maaner  M 
the  course  of  our  Vfnrage. 

We  ftrugtirled  under  tliit  terrible  diseatednrinff  Ihegreatt* 
eit  part  of  the  time  of  our  beating  round  Cape  Horn;  aqd 
though  it  did  not  then  rage  with  its  utmost  violetice,  yet  w« 
burira  no  less  than  forty-three  men  in  the  roondi  6f  Apr9» 
as  formerly  observed.  We  were  still)  however,  in  hop^  of 
seeitMT  a  period  to  this  cruel  malady,  and  to  all  the  other  evils 
idiich  had  so  constantly  pursued  us,  when  we  should  have  se^ 
cured  our  passage  round  thci  Cape;  but  we  found,  to  our 
heavy  misfortune,  that  the  (so-called)  Pact&t  Ocean  was  to 
us  less  boq>itable  even  than  fhe  turbulent  ndghbonrhood  of 
Terra  del  Fuegp  and  Cape  Horn.  On  the  8th  of  May^ 
being  arrived  m  the  island  of  Socoro^  on  the  westera  coast 
of  Patagonia,  [in  lat.  44^  50'  S.  long.  73*  %S'  W.]  the  first 
rendezvous  appointed  for  the  squadron,  and  where  wie  hoped 
to:  have  net  with  some  of  our  consorts,  we  omizedifer  tbem 
in  that  itation  severid  days.  We  were  here  not  only  disap* 
point0d  in  om:  expectations  of  mectii^  onriHends,  which  in^ 
dooed  the  gloomy  apprehensions  of  their  having  all  pcrishedj 
but  were  <£»  perpetually  alarmed  with  the  ftar  of  being  dti<* 
ven  on  thia  coast,  which  appeared  too  craggy  and  irregular 
to  |nve  us  the  least  prospect,  in  such  a  case,  that  any  of  us 
comd  possibly  escape  immediate  destruction.  The  land,  in-* 
deed,  had  a  most  tr^nendous  aspect.  The  most  distant  part, 
&r  within  the  country,  being  the  mountainsof  the  Andes,  or 
Cordelieras,  was  extremely  high,  and  covered  with  snow; 
while  the  coast  seemed  quite  rocky  and  barren*  and  the^ge 
of  the  water  skhrted  with  precipices.  In  some  places,  indeed^ 
we  observed  several  deep  bays  running  into  the  lend ;  but 
their  raitrances  were  generally  blocked  up  by  numbers  of 
small  islands ;  and  thouffh  it  was  not  improbable  but  there 
might  be  convenient  shdter  in  some  of  the  bays,  and  proper 
channels  leading  to  them,  yet,  as  we  were  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  coast,  had  we  been  driven  ashore  by  the  westerly  winds^ 
which  blew  almost  incessantly,  we  could  not  well  have  avoids 
cd  the  loss  both  of  the  ship  and  of  our  lives.  '^ 

This  continued  peril,  which  lasted  above  a  fortnight,  was 
greatly  aggraved  by  the  difficulties  we  found  in  working  the 
m'<  "   sbip; 
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•h^r u tUe  itcurvy,'by  thb  time»  haddeitrdgred  so gr«i|4i 
nunlbtt'of  our  haokda,  and  had  in  lome  degree  mfectad.  al> 
moit  die  whole  crew.  Neither  did  w^  as  we  hoped,  find  the 
winds  less  violent  as  we  advanced  to  the  northward ;  for  we 
had  often  prodiffbus  squalls  of  wind,  which  split  our  suls» 
greatly  damaged  our  rigging,  and  endangered  our  masts. 
Lidcedi  during  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  we  were 
upon  this  coas^  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that,  in  anv  other  ri> 
taati<Hi  where  we  had  sufficient  sea-room,  we  should -certain- 
ly have  laih>to ;  but,  in  the  present  exigency,  we  were  neces- 
aiti^  to  carry  both  our  courses  and  top-sails,  in  order  to 
keep  dear  of  this  lee-shore.  In  one  of  these  squalls,  which 
was  attended  by  several  violent  claps  of  thunder,  a  sudden 
flash  of  fire  darted  along  our  decks,  which  dividing,  «c(do> 
ded  with  a  report  like  mat  of  several  pistols,  and  wounded 
'many  of  our  men  and  officers,  marking  them  in  diffi»rent  parts 
<tf  their  bodies.  This  flame  was  attended  by  a  strong,  sul- 
phurous st«ich»  and  was  doubtless  of  the  same  nature  with 
thfii  laiver  and  more  violent  flashes  of  lightning  which  then 
filled  the  air. 

It  were  entillesB  to  recite  minutely  the  various  disasters,  fa- 
tiffues,  and  terrors,  which  we.encountered  on  this  copst,  idl  of 
which  went  on  increasmg  till  the  S2d  of  May ;  at  whidh  time 
the  fury  of  all  the  storms  we  had  hitherto  encountered  seem- 
ed to  have  combined  for  our  destruction.  In  this  hurricane 
almost  all  our  sails  were  split,  and  a  great  part  of  our  stand- 
ing rigging  broken.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  an  over^ 
grown  mountainous  wave  took  us  upon^our  star-board  auar* 
ter,  and  gave  us  so  OTodigious  a  snock  thiit  several  or  one 
ahrpiids  broke  with  the  jerk,  to  the  great  danger  of  our  masts 
giving  way,  and  our  balkst  and  stores  were  so  strangely  shift- 
ed; that  the  ship  heeled  afterwards  two  streaks  to  port  This 
was  li  most  tremendous  blow,  and  we  were  thrown  into  the 
vtmost  cokistemation»,  having  the  dismal  iqpprehension  of  in- 
stantly foundering.  Though  the  wind  ubatca  in  a  few  hours, 
yet,  having  no  sans  left  in  a  condition  to  bend  to  the  yards» 
the  ship  laboured  exceedingly  in  a  hollow  sea,  rolling  gun- 
,  wale  too,  for  want  of  sail  to  keep  her  steady,  so  that  we  every 
moment  expected  that  our  masts,  now  very  slenderly  sup- 
ported, would  have  come  by  the  board.  We  exerted  our- 
selves, however,  the  best  we  could,  to  stirrup  our  shrouds,  to 
reeve  new  lanyardsj  and  to  mend  our  sails :  But,  while  these 
necessary  operations  were  going  on,  we  ran  great  risk  of  be- 
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ing  dri^ren  ashcMre  on. the  island  of  Chilo^  which  was  not  far 
from  us.   In  tlio  midst>of  our  peril,  the  wind  happily  shifted 
to  the  soaUiward,  and  we  steered  off  the  land  with  the  main- 
lail  only ;  at  which  timis  the  ouster  and  I  undertook  thema- 
nagmnent  of  the  helm,  while  every  one  else,  capable  of  aeting^ 
were  busied  in  securing  the  masts,  and  bending  the  sails  as 
fast  as  they  oould  be  repaired.    This  was  the  last  effort  of 
that  stormy  climate;  for,  in  a  day  or  two  after,  we  got  dear 
of  the  land,  and  found  the  weather  more  moderate  than  we 
had  yet  exp^enced  since  passing  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire. 
■  -Having  now  cruized  in  vain,  for  the  other  ships  of  the 
squadron,  during  more  than  a  fortni^t,  it  was  resolved  to 
tufe  advantage  of  the  present  fayourable  weather,  and  the 
oflSng  we  had  made  from  thb  terrible  coast,  and  to  make  the 
best  o^  our  ikay  for  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez.  It  is  true 
that  our  next  rendezvous  was  appointed  off  Baldivia ;  yet,  as 
we  had  seen  none  of  our  companiims  at  diis  first  rendovotts, 
it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  of  them  would  be  found 
at  the  second,  and  indeed  we  had  the  greatest  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  all  but  ourselves  had  perishra.    Besides,  we  were 
now  reduced  to  so  low  a  condition,  that,  instead  of  pretend- 
ing to  attack  the  settlements  of  the  enemy,  our  utmost  hopes 
could  only  suggest  the  possibility  of  saving  the  shif^  and  some 
part  of^e  remaining  crew,  by  a  qieedy  arrival  at  Juan  Fer- 
nandez }  as  that  was  the  only  place,  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
where  Uiere  was  any  probabiii^  of  recovering  our  sick  or 
refitting  our  ship,  and  consequently  our  getting  thither  waa 
the  only  chance  we  had  left  to  avoui  periuiing  at  sea. 

Our  deplorable  situation  allowing  no  room  tor  deliberation^ 
we  stood  for  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  ;*  and,  to  save  time, 
which  was  now  extremely  precious,  as  our  men  were  dying 
by  four,  five^  and  six  of  a  day,  and  likewise  to  avoid  being 
again  engaged  on  a  lee  shor^  we  resolved  to  endeavour  to  ' 
hit  that  isluid  upon  a  meridian.    On  the  28th  of  May,  be- 
ing nearly  in  the  parallel  on  which  it  is  laid  down,  we  had 
great  expectations  of  seeing  that  island  ',  but,  not  finding  it 
in  the  position  laid  down  in  our  charts,  we  began  to  fear  that 
we  had  got  too  far  to  the  westward;  and  therefore^  thouffh 
the  commodore  was  strongly  persuaded  that  he  saw  it  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  yet  his  officers  believing  it  to  have  been 
oiily  a  cloud,  to  which  opinion  the  haziness  of  the  weather 
gave  some  countenance,  it  was  resolved,  on  consultation,  to 
stand  to  the  eastward  in  the  parallel  of  the  island ;  as,  b^ 
VOL.  XI.  i;  this 
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ihis  course^  We  «hoald  certainly  M  in.  with  the  islnnd,  if  ire 
were  alr^y  to  the  westward  of  it,  or  shonld  at  least  make 
the  nuun  land  of  ChiJIf  whence  we  could  take  a  new  depalr^ 
tttijp^  so  as  not  to  miss  it  a  seoood  time  in  running  to  ^ 
westward.  i 

Accordingly,  on  the  80th  May,  we  had  sight  of  the  contt^ 
nent  of  Chili,  distant  about  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues,  the 
land  appearing  tery  low  and  uneven,  and  Cjoite  white  i 
what  we  saw  being  doubtless  a  part  of  the  CordiUeras^  whioh 
are  always  coveied  with  snow.  Though  by  this  view  of  the 
land  we  ascertained  our  position,  yet  it  gave  us  great  uneasi- 
ness to  find  that  we  had  so  needlessly  altered  our  course^ 
when  we  had  been,  in  all  probability,  just  upon  the  point  of 
making  the  island :  For  the  mortality  among  us  was  now  in^^ 
creased  to  a  most  frijditful  d^ee^  and  those  who  remained 
wer?  atterly  di^irited  by  this  new  disappointment,  and  the 
prospect  of  their  longer  continuance  at  sea.,  Our  water,  too^ 
began  togrow  scarce^  iind  a  general  dejection  prevailed  among 
us,  wiii<£  added  much  to  the  vivulaiee  of  the  disease,  and 
destroyed  numbers  of  our  best  men.  To  all  these  ctteimities, 
there  was  added  this  vexatious  circumstuac^  after'  getting 
sight  of  the  main  land,  that  we  were  so  much  deli^ed  by 
eums  and  contrary  winds,  while  tacking  westwards  in  quest 
of  the  island,  that  it  took  us  nine  days  to  regain  the  1x^ting» 
which  we  ran  down  in  two  when  standing  to  the  eastward.  > 

In  this  desponding  conditim,  and  under  these  dishearten* 
in^  circumstances,  we  stood  to  the  westward,  with  a  crazy 
ship,  a  great  scarcity,  of  fresh  water,  and  a  crew  so  univer- 
sally diseased,  that  there  were  not  above  ten  foremast  men  in 
a  watch  capable  of  doing  duty,  and  even  some  of  these  lame 
and  unable  to  go  aloft.  At  last,  at  day-break  on  the  9th  of 
June^  we  discovered  the  long-wished-for  island  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez. Owing  to  our  suspecting  ourselves  to  be  to  the 
westward  of  this  island  on  the  28tn  of  May,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  occasioned  by  our  standing  in  for  the 
main  and  returning,  we  lost  between  sevenQr  and  eighty  of 
our  men,  whom  we  had  doubtless  saved,  if  we  had  made  the 
island  on  that  day,  which  we  could  not  have  failed  to  do,  if 
we  had  k^t  on  our  course  only  for  a  few  hours  longer. 
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Jrrivai  of  the  Centtaion  at  Juan  Femandex,  »•(/<  a  Deseripr 
4i  '  tionof that Iiiand. 

As  moitioncd  in  the  pipeoedfng  8ecti(«»  w«  deacried  the 
idand  of  Juan  Fernandes  at  day-break  on  the  9th  June,  beaiv 
Mig'N.  by  £.i£.  distant  eleyen  or  twelve  league*.  Though 
on  this  first  view  it  mpeared  very  monntainoufi,  ragged,  and 
inrtgular,  yet  it  was  land,  and  tM  land  we  sought  Soar,  aiid 
«Mto  therefore  a  most  agnwable  sight  t  beciiu<e  h^e  only  we 
coald  hope  4b  put  a  pmribd  to  thoie  trntible  ealamities  with 
wUch  weihad  so  long  stcoggled,  wHidi  had  already  swept 
Amy  above  half  of  our  crew,  and  which,  had  we  continued 
oaly  a  few  days  longer  at  sea,  mast  inevitably  have  completed 
our  destruction.  For  we  were  now  reduced  to  so  helpless  a 
condition,  that,  out  of  two  hundred  and  odd  men  who  re^ 
mamed  alive,  taking  all  oiir  watches  together,  we  could  not 
muster  hands  enow  to  work  thoisbip  on  any  eniergengr,  even 
indMuig  the  officers,  the  serviolti,  and  the  boys.   .  ih 

■:  IFhci  mhd  being  northerly  when  we  firtt  made  Ihe  island, 
we  kept  plying  to  windWijrd  all  that  day,  and  the  ensuing 
night,  in  order  to  get  in  with'tfae  land ;  and,  while  wearing 
ship  in  the  middle  wateh,  we  had  a  melancholy  instance  of 
the  almost  incredible  debility  of  our  people;  for  the  lieute-i 
nant  could  muster  no  more  than  two  quarter-masters  and 
six  foremast  men  capable  of  workine;  so  that,  without  the  as- 
sistance of  the  oifioen^  serviwits,  and  boys,  it  might  have  been 
impossible  for  us  to  have  reached  the  island  after  we  got  sight 
of  it;  and  even  with  their  assistance  we  were  two  hours  in 
trimming  the  sails ;  to  so  wretched  a  condition  were  we  rer 
duced,  in  a  sixty-gun  ship^ ,  which  had  passed  the  Straits  of 
Le  Maire  only,  three  months  before  with  between  four  and 
five  hundred  man,  roost  of  them  then  in  health  and  vigour. 

In  tilie  afternoon  of  the  10th,  we  got  under  the  lee  of  the 
island,  and  kept  ranging  along  its  coast  at;  the  distance  of 
about  two  miles,  in  order  to  look  out  for  the  proper  anchor* 
age)  which  was  described  to  be  in  a  ])ay  on  its  north  side. 
&ing  now  so  near  the  shore,  we  cduld  perceive  that. the 
broken  craggy  precipices,  which  had  appeared  so  very  un-r 
promising  from  a  distance,  were  fax  from  barren,  being  in 
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most  plaeei  covered  by  woods ;  luid  that  there  wefe  every 
where  the  finest  vollies  interspersed  between  them,  oloathed 
with  •  most  beautiful  <ferdlir^  and  watered  by  numerous 
streams  and  cascades,  every  valley  of  any  extent  bein^  pro- 
tidM  with  its  own  rill;  and  we  afterwards  found  that  tho 
water  was  constantly  clear,  and  not  inferior  to  any^  we  Had 
ever  met  with.  The  aspect  of  a  country  thus  beautifully  di- 
versified would  at  any  time  have  been  extremely  delightful; 
but,  in  our  distressed  situatioii,  hmguisfaing  as  we  were  iat 
the  land  and  its  vegetable  production^  an  indication  OOBn 
Btantly  attending  every  stage  of  the  sea-scurvy,  it  is  scaredy 
credible  Wfth  what  eagorness  and  transport  we  viewed  ma 
shore,  and  with  how  much  impatience  we  longed  for  tip 
greens  and  other  refrMhments  which  were  in  si^t  We  wero 
particulariy  ainxious  for'  the  water,  as  we  had  cwen  confim^ 
to  a  verv  sparing  allowance  for  a  considerable  tirae^  and  mn 
then  onJv  five  tons  remaining  on  board.  Those  only  wh» 
have  endured  a  long  seriies  <rfviint,  and  who  can  readily  re- 
call the  desire  and  agiUtion  v^btch  even  the  ideas  alono  of 
springs  and  brooks  have  aithat  tilOe  raised  in  their  minda, 
can  judge  of  the  emotion  with  which  we  viewed  a  laige  caa- 
cade  of  the  purest  water,  which  poured  into  the  sea  at  a  short 
distmce  from  the  ship,  from  a  rock  near  a  hundred  feet  high. 
£ven  those  of  the  sick  who  were  not  in  the  very  last  stage  of 
the  distemper,  though  they  ha3  been  long  confined  to  weir 
hammocks,  exerted  their  small  remains  of  strength,  and 
crawled  up  to  the  deck,  to  feast  their  eyes  with  this  reyiyiog 
prospect. ' 

We  thus  coasted  along  the  island,  fiiUy  occupied  in  con- 
templating this  enchanting  landscape,  which  still  improved 
as  we  proceeded.  But  at  last  the  night  closed  upon  us,  before 
we  conid  detertnine  upon  the  pn^r  bay  iii  which  to  anchor. 
It  was  resolvied,  therefore,  to  keep  in  soundings  all  nighty 
having  thcAi  from  sixty-four  to  seventy  fathoms,- and  to  send 
our  boat  nexi  morning  to  discover  the  road.  The  current 
shifted,  however,  in  the'  night,  and  set  us  so  near  the  land 
that  we  were  obliged  to  let  go  our  best  bower  in  fifty-six  fa- 
thoms, not  half  a  mile  from  shore.  At  four  next  mornings 
the  cutter  was  dispat(ihed,  under  our  third-lieutenant,  to  find 
out  the  bay  of  which  we  were  in  search.  The  boat  returned 
at  noon,  full  of  seals  and  grass;  for  though  the  island 
abounded  with  better  vegetables,  the  boat's  crew,  during 
their  short  stay,  had  not  met  any  other,  and  thought  even 
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tliit  would  be  scoaptaUe.M  a  dainty,  and  ioldeed  it  Wk  '1 
iMtdily  and  Mgerar  devoured.  The  Mali,  too^  were  oouk** 
MNd  ae  fiwh  promion,  but  were  not  much  admired,  though 
they  afterward*  oane  into  more  repute}  but  wo  had  taken  a 
prodii^ne  qiiantity  of  excellent  fith  during  the  absenoe,  of 
the  boat,  which  rendered  the  leab  leu  valuable  at  this  time. 
•  The  cotter  had  discovered  the  bay  in  which  ire  intended 
to  anchor,  which  was  to  the  westward  of  our  present  station ; 
and  next  morning,  the  weather  proving  favourable,  we  en- 
deavoured to  weigh,  in  order  to  proceed  thither,  musterinff 
all  the  strength  we  could,  obliging  even  the  sick,  who  could 
hardlv  stanaon  their  leg^  to  assist }  yet  the  capstan  was  so 
wealuy  manned,  that  it  was  near  four  hours  before  we  could 
heave  the  cable  right  up  and  down :  after  whkh,.  with  our 
utmost  efforts,  though  with  many  surges  and  some  additional 
purchases  to  increase:  our  strength,  we  found  it  utterly  im- 
possible to  start  the  anchor  out  of  the  ground.  At  noon, 
nowever,  as  a  fresh  gale  blew  towards  the  bay,  we  were  ia- 
duced  to  set  the  sails,  whl«h  fortunately  tripped  the  anchor. 
We  then  steered  along  shores  till  we  came  abreast  of  the 
point  forming  the  eastern  part  of  the  bay :  But.  on  opening 
the  bar,  the  wind,  which  had  hitherto  &vottred  us,  chanced 
to  ahiiti  and  blew  from  the  bay  in  squalls ;  yet,  by  means  of 
the  head-way  we  bad  got,  we  luffed.  ck>se  in,  tUl  tne  anchor, 
which  BtiU  hung  at  our  bow,  brought  in  up  in  fifty-six  fa- 
thoms. 

Soon  after  we  had  thus  got  to  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the 
bay,  we  discovered  a  sail  making  toward  us,  which  we  had 
no  doubt  was  one  of  our  squadron,  and  which,  on  a  nearer 
approach,  we  found  to  be  the  Tryal  sloop }  whereupon,  we 
immediately  dispatched  some  of  our  hands  to  her  assistance 
by  whose  means  she  was  brought  to  anehor  between  us  and 
the  land.  We  soon  learnt  that  she  had  by  no  means  been 
exempted  from  the  same  calamities  by  which  we  had  been  so 
severely  afflicted;  for  Captain  Saunders,  her  commander, 
waiting  on  the  commodore,  informed  him,  that  he  had  bu- 
ried thirty-four  men  out  of  his  small  complement,  and  those 
that  remained  alive  were  so  universally  afflicted  with  the 
scurvy,  that  only  himself,  his  lieutenant,  and  three  of  the 
men  were  able  to  stand  by  the  sails. 

It  was  on  the  12th  about  noon  that  the  Tryal  came  to  an- 
chor within  us,  when  we  carried  our  hawsers  on  board  her, 
in  order  to  warp  our  ship  nearer  the  shore ;  but  the  wind 

coming 


*a»M"J«^-i„ 


i._g^, 


■^-•/•w"»'ir»-"': 


810 


Earlif  Circumnat^tioiu,      fart  ii.  book  if. 


coining  oiF  the  land  in  ?iolent  ffuiUi  protrtnted  oor  moorta^ 
in  the  intended  birth.   Indeea  our  principal  attcBtbn  wm 
now  devoted  to  a  btuinew  of  rather  more  importaabe^  it  «• 
were  now  anxiouahr  employed  in  lendinor  on  ahora  nateriab 
to  erect  tents  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  who  died  npMHj 
on  board.   DoubUen  the  diitcmper  was  coniiderably  auo-  ' 
mented  by  theatench  and  filthineii  in  which  they  lay  { for  the 
number  or  the  fiek  Was  so  great,  and  so  few  cf  them  could 
be  spared  from  the  necessary  duty  of  tho  sails  to  look  after 
them,  thai  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  a  great  relaxatbif  in 
reganl  to  cleanliness,  so  tk^t  the  ship  was  extremdy  loath- 
some between  decks.  Notwithstanding  our  desire  to  free  the 
sick  from  their  present  hateful  situation,  and  their  owB,'ex- 
trcme  eagerness  to  get  on  shore,  we  had  not  hands  enongh 
to  prepare  the  tents  for  their  reception  sooner  than  the  16ra ; 
but  on  that  and  the  two  following  dqrs  we  got  them  all  on 
shor^  to  the  number  of  an  hundrad  and  sixty-sevcx*  persons, 
besides  twehre  or  fourteen  who  died  In  the  bo0t*  on  beinff 
exposed  to  the  fr«sh  air.    The  ^preatest  part  of  our  sick 
were  so  infirm,  that  we  had  to  carry  them  out  ci'  the  ship 
in  their  hammocks,  and  to  convey  them  afterwards  In  the 
same  manner  from  the  water-side  to  the  tents,  over  a  stony 
beach.    Tliis  was  a  work  of  considerable  fatigue  to  the  few 
who  remained  healthy ;  and  therefore  our  cmnmodore,  ao 
cording  to  his  accustomed  humaniQr,  not  only  assisted  in 
this  himself  but  obliged  all  his  ofBccs  io  give  ueir  helping- 
hand. 

The  extreme  weakness  of  our  sick  mav  be  collected,  ia 
some  measure  from  the  numbers  that  died  after  they  got 
on  shore.  It  has  generally  been  found  that  the  land,  and 
the  refreshments  it  affords,  very  soon  produce  recovery  in 
most  stages  of  the  scurvy,  and  we  flattered  ourselves  that 
those  who  had  not  perished  on  their  first  exposure  to  the 
open  air,  but  had  lived  to  be  placed  in  the  tents,  would 
have  been  speedily  restored  to  health  and  vigour.  Yet  to 
our  great  mortification,  it  was  nearly  Iwenty  days  after  they 
Janded,  before  the  mortality  entirely  ceased,  and  for  the 
first  ten  or  twelve  days  we  rarely  buried  less  than  six  each 
day,  and  many  of  those  who  survived  recovered  by  very 
slow  and  insensible  degrees.  Those^  indeed,  who  had  sut- 
ficient  strength,  at  their  first  getting  on  shore,  to  creep  out 
of  the  tents,  and  to  crawl  about,  were  soon  relieved,  and 
speedily  recovered  their  health  and  strength  :  But,  in  the 
w^-v.  --  :"   rest. 
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riftt,  tbe  diMM*  seemed  to  have  attained  e  degree  of  ioTe* 
tilifuqr  altogether  without  example 

B^ore  proeebding  to  aoy  fivrttier  detail  of  our  proceedings 
I  think  it  neccMary  to  give  •  diltlnct  aeooont  or  this  itloid 
of  Juan  Femondeat,  including  its  •ituadoiiy  prodottiontf  and 
fOPTenienoM.    We  were  well  enabled  to  be  minutely  in- 

''llructod  in  these  particulars,  during  our  three  |nonths  stay 
•ft  this  iiland  \  and  its  advantages  will  merit  a  circumstan- 
tial d^ription,  as  it  is  tlie  only  commodious  place  in  these 
sees,  where  British  cruizers  can  refresh  and  recover  their 
men>  after  passin||^  round  Cape  Hom»  and  where  they  may 
remain  for  some  tune  without  alarminff  the  Spanish  coast. 
Commodore  Anson,  indeed,  was  particuhrlv  industrious 
in  directing  the  roads  and  coasts  of  ihh  islandf  to  be  survey- 
ed, and  other  observations  of  all  kinds  to  be  made ;  know- 
ing, from  his  own  experience^  of  how  gr^  benefit  these 
materials  m^t  prove  hereafter,  to  any  British  cruizers  iiy 
these  seas.  For  the  uncertainty  we  were  in  of  its  position, 
and  our  standing  in  for  the  main  on  the  28th  May«  as  for- 
merly related,  cost  us  tbe  Hves  of  between  seventy  and 
o^hty  of  our  men ;  from  which  fatal  loss  we  might  have 

.been  saved,  had  we  possessed  such  an  account  of  its  situa- 
tion as  we  could  have  fully  depended  upon. 

The  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  is  in  lat.  SS*  40'  S.  [long. 
?7<*  80''  W.3  one  hundred  marine  leagues  or  five  degrees  of 
longitude  from  the  continent  of  Chili.  It  is  said  to  have  re- 
ceived its  name  from  a  Spaniard  who  formerly  procured  a 
grant  of  it,  and  resided  there  for  some  time  with  the  view 

'  of  forming  a  settlement,  but  abandoned  it  afterwards.  *  On 
approaching  its  northern  side  from  the  east,  it  appears  a 
large  conseries  of  lofty  peaked  monntains,  the  shore  in  most 
ph^  being  composed  of  high  precipitous  rocks,  present- 
ing three  several  bays,  East  bay,  Cumberland  bay,  and 
West  bay,  the  second  only  being  of  any  extent,  and  is  by 
ftr  the  best,  in  which  we  moored.  The  island  itself  is  of 
an  irregular  triangular  figure }  one  side  of  which,  facing 
the  N.  £.  contains  these  three  bays.  Its  greatest  extent  is 
between  four  and  five  leagues,  and  its  greatest  breadth  some- 
thing less  than  two.   The  only  safe  anchorage  is  on  the  N.  £• 

side, 

*  In  the  original,  the  description  given  of  thia  iiland  refers  t*  large  en« 
ived  views,  which  could  not  bs  inserted  in  eur  octavo  fona^  so  m  to  be 
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•idek  wberef  oi  alrwdy  in«ntioiicd|  art  the  three  beyef  itm 
middlemoit  of  which,  nemcd  Cumberland  ba.v»  it  the  tii> 
deet  end  deepest,  and  in  all  reipeota  by  much  t»e  beet  (  for 
the  other  two,  named  Eaat  and  West  bays,  are  Muvely 
m<Mre  than  good  Umdlng  places,  where  boats  may  coav^ 
nlenlly  put  casks  on  shore  for  water.    Cumberland  bay  it 
well  secured  to  the  southward,  and  is  only  exposed  froMT 
the  N.  by  W.  to  the  £.  by  &  and  as  the  northerlv  wind* 
seldom  blow  in  that  climate^  and  never  with  any  Vtoknos^ 
the  danger  from  that  quarter  is  not  worth  attendbia  to. 
Tills  last-mentioned  bay  is  by  iar  the  most  commodioui 
road  in  the  island,  and  it  is  advisable  for  all  ships  to  an-* 
dior  on  its  western  side^  within  little  more  than  two  cables 
lenoth  of  the  beach,  where  they  may  ride  in  forty  fathoms, 
and  be  sheltered,  in  a  ^eat  measure,  from  a  large  heavy 
sea  which  comes  rolling  in,  whenever  the  wind  blows  front 
eastern  or  western  quarters.    It  is  expedient,  however,  to 
caekie  or  arm  the  cables  with  an  iron  chain,  or  with  good 
rounding,  for  five  or  six  fiithoras  from  the  anchor,  to  ae* 
curt  them  from  being  rubbed  by  the  foulness  of  the  ground.* 
I  have  already  observed  that  a  northerly  wind,  to  which 
alone  this  bay  Is  directly  exposed,  very  seldom  blew  while  we 
were  there ;  and,  as  it  was  then  winter,  such  may  \)9  snp^ 
posed  less  frequent  in  other  seasons.    In  those  few  instances 
when  the  wind  was  in  that  quarter,  it  did  not  blow  with  anv 
great  forces  which  miffht  be  owing  to  the  high  lands,  soutn 
of  the  bay,  giving  a  check  to  its  force;  for  we  had  reason  to 
believe  that  it  blew  with  considerable  force  a  few  leagues  out 
at  sea^  since  it  sometimes  drove  a  prodigious  sea  before  it  into 
the  bay,  during  which  we  rode  forecastle  in.    Though  the 
northerlv  winds  are  never  to  be  apprehended  in  this  luiy,  yet 
the  southerly  winds,  which  generally  prevail  her^  frequent- 
ly blow  off  the  land  in  violent  gusts  and  squalls,  which  sel- 
dom lasted,  however,  longer  than  two  or  three  minutes.  This 
seems  to  be  owin^  to  the  high  hills,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  bay,  obstructing  the  southern  gale ;  as  the  wind,  collect- 
ed by  this  means,  at  kst  forces  its  passage  through  the  nar- 
*  ,  row 

*  Cumberland  bay  is  called  La  Baya  by  the  Spaniards,  who  seem  now 
to  have  established  a  fort  here.  -  East  bay  is  by  them  called  Puerto  de 
Juan  FernandtM*  There  is  yet  a  fourth  bay,  or  small  indentation  of  the 
coast,  with  a  landing  pkice  and  stream  of  water,  named  Puerto  Ingle$t 
or  Sugar-loaf  bay,  between  West  bay  and  the  north  point  of  the  island.— 
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row  TaUici^  which,  like  fo  many  funnds  both  fiidUtato  Hv 
Mc^p*,  and  inenaM  iti  violence.  Theie  frequent  and  md- 
den  gneiu  make  it  diflicult  for  a  ship  to  work  In  #ith  ther 
wind  off  «hor%  or  to  keep  a  clear  hawM^  when  anehoitd. 

The  norUiem  part  of  thia  island  ii  oompoeed  of  high  eragp- 
g]r  bilk,  QMoy  o^  ^«n  inaooeseiUe^  though  generally  covered 
with  trees.  The  soil  of  this  part  is  loose  and  shallow,  so  that 
Terr  large  trees  in  the  hills  freqttentlj|r  perish  for  want  pf  rool^ 
and  are  then  easily  overtumeo.  This  circumstance  oeeasion- 
ed  the  death  of  one  of  our  men,  who^  being  on  the  hills  in 
search  of  goats,  caught  hold  of  a  tree  upon  a  declivity  to  as- 
sist him  in  his  ascent,  and  this  giving  way,  he  rolled  down 
the  hill  I  and  thouah,  in  his  fall,  he  fastened  on  another  tree 
of  considerable  bulk«  this  also  gave  way,  and  he  fell  among 
the  rodcs^  where  he  was  dashM  to  pieces.  Mr  Brett,  also^ 
having  rested  his  back  against  a  tree,  near  a»  large  about  aa 
himself,  which  erew  on  a  Aope,  it  gave  wgy  with  him,  and 
he  fell  to  a  considerable  distance,  tlioagh  without  receiving 
any  injury.  Our  prisoners,  whom,  ns  will  appear  in  the  se- 
quel, we  afterwards  brouaht  to  this  island,  remarked  that 
ue  appearance  of  the  hilTs  in  some  parts  resembled  that  of 
the  mountains  in  Chili  where  gold  is  found ;  so  that  it  is  not 
impouible  Uiat  mines  miaht  be  discovered  hero.  In  some 
plaees  we  observed  severaihills  of  a  peculiar  red  earth,  ex- 
ceeding vermilKon  in  colour,  which  perhaps,  on  examina- 
tion, might  prove  useful  for  many  purposes.  The  sonthem, 
or  rather  S.  W.  part  of  the  island,  it  widely  dl£forent  firom 
die  rest ;  htmg  destitute  of  trees,  dry,  stony^  and  very  flat 
and  Iow,^eompared.with  the  hills  on  the  northern  part  This 
part  of  the  island  is  never  firemientcd  by  ships,  befaiff'  sur- 
rounded by  a  steep  shor^  and  naving  little  or  no  fresn  wa- 
ter; besides  whicn,  it  is  exposed  to  the  southerly  winds, 
which  i^nerall^  blow  hero  the  whole  year  round,  and  with 
great  violence  in  the  antarctic  vnnter. 

The  trees,  of  which  the  woods  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
island  are  composed,  are  mostly  aromatic,  and  of  many  di& 
ferent  sorts.  There  are  none  of  them  of  a  size  to  yield  any 
considerable  timber,  except  those  we  called  myrtle-trees, ' 
which  are  the  largest  on  the  island,  and  supplied  us  with  all 
the  timber  we  used ;  yet  even  these  would  not  work  to  a 
greater  length  than  forty  feet  The  top  of  the  myrtle  is  cir- 
cular, and  as  uniform  and  regular  as  if  clipped  round  by 
art,    It  bears  an  ex^cretceace  lUe  mow  on  its  bark,  having 
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the  taste  and  smell  of  garlic^  and  was  used  instead  of  it  .by 
our  people.  We  found  here  the  pimento*  and  the  cablwge- 
tree,  but  in  no  great  quantity.  Besides  these,  there  were  a 
great  number  of  plants  of  various  kinds,  which  we  weve  not 
botanists  enough  to  describe  or  attend  to.  We  found  here, 
however,  almost  all  the  vegetables  that  are  usually  esteemed 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cure  of  those  scorbutic  disorders 
vhich  are  contracted  by  salt  diet  and  long  voyages^  as  we 
had  great  quantities  of  water-cresses  and  purslatn,  with  ex- 
cellent wild  sorrel,  and  a  vast  profusion  of  turnips  and  Sici- 
lian radishes,  which  two  last,  having  a  strong  resemblance  to 
each  other,  were  confounded  by  our  people  under  the  gene- 
ral name  of  turnips.  We  usually  preferred  the  tops  of  the 
turnips  to  the  roots,  which  we  generally  found  stringy, 
though  some  of  them  were  free  from  that  exception,  and  re- 
markably good.  These  vegetables,  with  the  fish  and  flesh  we 
got  here*  to  be  more  particularly  described  hereafter,  were 
not  only  exceedingly  grateful  to  our  palates  after  the  long 
course  of  salt  diet  to  which  we  had  been  confined,  but  were 
likewise  of  the  most  salutary  cimsequence  m  recovering  and 
envigoratin^  our  sick,  and  of  no  mean  service  to  us  who  were 
well,  by  destroying  the  lurking  seeds  of  the  scurvy,  from 
which  none  of  us,  perhaps,  were  totally  exempted,  and  in  re? 
freshinff  and  restoring  us  to  our  wonted  strength  and  acti- 
vity. To  the  vegetables  already  mentioned,  of  which  we 
ipade  perpetual  use,  I  must  add  that  we  found  many  acres  of 
ground  covered  with  oats  and  clover.  There  were  some  few 
cabbage-trees,  as  before  observed,  but  these  grew  generally 
on  precipices  and  in  dangerous  situations,  and  as  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  cut  down  a  large  tree  to  procure  a  single  cabbage 
we  were  rarely  able  to  indulge  in  this  dainty. 

The  excellence  of  the  climate,  and  the  looseness  of  the  soil, 
renders  this  island  extremely  proper  for  all  kinds  of  cultiva- 
tion :  for,  if  the  ground  be  any  where  accidentally  turned 
up,  it  becomes  immediately  overgrown  with  turnips  and  Si- 
cilian radishes.  Our  commodore,  therefore,  having  with  hitn 
garden-seeds  of  all  kinds,  and  stones  of  difiercnt  kinds  of 
truits,  sowed  here  lettuces,  carrots,  and  other  garden-plants, 
and  set  in  the  woods  great  numbers  of  plumb,  apricot,  and 
peach-stones,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  our  country- 
men who  might  hereafter  touch  at  this  island.  These  last 
have  since  thriven  most  remarkably,  as  has  been  since  learnt 
by  Mr  Anson.    For  some  Spanish  gentlemen  having  been 
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taken  on  their  passage  from  Lima  to  Spain,  and  brooght  to 
England,  having  procured  leave  to  wait  upon  him,  to  thank 
him  for  his  generosi^  and  humanity  to  his  prisoners,  some 
of  whom  were  their  relations,  and  falling  into  discourse  about 
his  transactions  in  the  South  Seas,  asked  if  heh^  not  plant- 
ed a  great  number  of  fruit-stones  on  the  island  of  Juan  Fer- 
jlandez,  as  their  late  navigators  had  discovered  there  a  great 
many  peach  and  apricot  trees,  which,  being  fruits  not  obser- 
ved there  before,  they  supposed  to  have  been  produced  from 
kernels  set  by  him. 

This  may  suffice  in  general  as  to  the  soil  and  vegetable 
productions  of  Juan  Fernandez }  but  the  face  of  the  country^ 
at  least  of  its  northern  part,  is  so  extremely  singular  as  to  re- 
quire a  particular  consideration.  I  have  already  noticed  the 
wild  ana  inhospitable  appearance  of  it  to  us  at  first  sight,  and 
the  gradual  improvement  of  its  uncouth  landscape  as  we  drew 
nearer,  till  we  were  at  last  captivated  by  the  numerous  beau- 
ties we  discovered  on  landing.  During  our  resldcince,  we 
found  the  interior  to  fall  no  ways  short  of  the  sanguine  pre- 
possessions we  at  first  entertained.  For  the  woods,  which 
covered  most  of  even  the  steepest  hills,  were  free  from  all 
biishes  and  underwood,  affording  an  easy  passage  through 
every  part  of  them ;  and  the  irr»zularities  of  the  hills  and 
precipices,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  traced  out,  by 
their  various  combinations,  a  great  number  of  romantic  val- 
lies,  most  of  which  were  pervaded  by  streams  of  the  purest 
water,  which  tumbled  in  beautiful  cascades  from  rock  to 
rock,  as  the  bottoms  of  the  vallies  happened  to  be  brbkati  in- 
to sudden  descents  by  the  course  of  the  neighbouring  hills. 
Some  particular  spots  occurred  in  these  vallies  where  the 
shade  and  fragrance  of  the  contiguous  woods,  the  loftiness  of 
the  overhanging  rocks,  and  the  transparency  and  frequent 
cascades  of  the  streams,  presented  scenes  of  such  elegance 
and  dignity,  as  would  with  difficulty  be  rivalled  in  any  other 
part  ot  the  globe.  Here,  perhaps,  the  simple  productions  of 
unassisted  nature  may  be  said  to  excel  all  the  fictitious  de- 
scriptions of  the  most  fertile  imagination. 

The  piece  of  ground  which  the  commodore  chose  in  which 
to  pitch  his  tent,  was  a  small  lawn  on  a  gentle  ascent,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  sea.  In  front  of  the  tent  was  a  large 
avenue,  opening  through  the  woods  to  the  shore,  and  slcn>ing 
with  a  gentle  descent  to  the  water,  having  a  prospect  of  the 
bay  and  the  sliips  at  anchor.  This  lawn  was  screened  behind 
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by  a  wood  of  tall  myrtle  trees,  sweeping  round  in  a  cresceM 
form,  like  a  theatre,  the  slope  on  which  the  wood  grew  rising 
more  n^idly  than  the  open  lawn,  yet  not  so  much  but  tliat 
the  hills  and  precipices  of  die  interior  towered  considerably 
above  the  tapa  of  the  trees,  and  added  greatly  to  the  beauty 
and  grandeur  of  the  view.  There  were  also  two  streams  of 
water,  pure  as  the  finest  crystal,  which  ran  to  the  right  and 
left  of  tha  tent  widiin  the  distance  of  an  hundred  yards,  and 
whidb,  shaded  by  trees  skirting  either  side  of  the  mwb,  Cora* 
pleted  the  symmetry  of  the  whole. 

It  only  now  remains  that  w^  should  mention  the  animals 
and  provisions  which  we  met  with  at  this  island.  Former 
writers  have  related  that  this  island  abounded  with  vast  num- 
bers of  goats,  and  their  accounts  are  not  to  be  questioned,  as 
this  place  was  the  usual  resort  of  the  buccaneers  and  priva- 
teers who  used  formerly  to  frequent  these  seas.  '  There  are 
two  instances,  one  of  a  miuquito  Indian,  and  the  other  of 
Alexander  Selkirk,  a  Scotsman,  who  were  left  here  by  their 
respective  ships,  and  lived  alone  upon  the  island  for  some 
years^  and  were  consequently  no  strangers  to  its  productions* 
Selkirk,  who  was  here  the  last,  after  a  stay  of  between  four 
and  five  years,  was  taken  off  by  the  Duke  and  Duchess  pri- 
vateers, of  Bristol,  as  may  be  seen  at  large  in  the  journal  of 
their  voyaoe.  His  manner  of  lif^  durinffhis  solitude  was 
very  remancable  in  most  particulars ;  but  lie  relates  one  cir- 
cumstance^ which  was  so  strongly  verified  by  our  own  expe- 
rience, that  it  seems  worthy  of  being  mentioned.  He  tells 
us,  as  he  often  caught  more  goats  than  he  had  occasion  for, 
that  he  sometimes  marked  their  ears,  and  let  them  go.  This 
was  about  thirty-two  years  before  our  arrival,  yet  it  happen- 
ed that  the  first  ^at  killed  by  our  people  after  they  land- 
edf  had  its  ears  sht ;  whence  we  concluded  that  it  had  doubt- 
less been  ft>rm(irly  caught  by  Selkirk.  This  was  indeed  an 
animal  of  a  most  ven'eraUe  aspect,  dignified  with  a  most  ma- 
ieitic  beard,  and  bearing  many  other  marks  of  great  aee. 
During  our  residency  we  met  with  others  marked  in  we 
same  manner,  all  the  males  being  distinguished  by  exuberant 
beards,  with  every  other  characteristic  of  extreme  age. 

The  great  number  of  goats,  which  former  writers  describe 
as  having  been  found  on  this  island,  were  v«y  much  dimi- 
nished before  our  arrival.  For  the  Spaniards,  aware  of  the 
advantages  derived  by  the  buccaneers  and  pirates  from  the 
goats-flesh  they  here  procured,  have  endeavoured  to  extir- 
pate 


CHAP.  xtv.  sicr.  XT*       Cajiaui  Atutm, 


$17 


pate  the  breed,  on  purpose  to  deprive  thnr  enemies  of  this 
yetource.  For  this  purpose,  they  put  on  shore  ffreat  num* 
bers  of  large  dogs,  which  hate  greatlv  increased,  and  have 
destroyed  all  the  goats  in  the  accessible  parts  of  the  coun- 
try; so  that  there  were  only,  when  we  were  there,  a  few 
among  the  crags  and  precipices,  where  the  dogs  cannot  fol- 
low them.  These  remaining  goats  are  divided  it^to  separate 
flocks,  of  twenty  or  thirty  eadi,  which  inhabit  distinct  fast- 
nesses, and  never  mingle  with  each  other,  so  that  we  found 
it  exceedingly  difficult  to  kill  them ;  yet  we  were  so  desirous 
of  their  flesh,  which  we  all  agreed  resembled  venison,  that 
we  came,  I  believe,  to  the  knowledge  of  all  their  haunts  and 
flocks }  and,  by  comparine  their  numbers,  it  was  conceived 
that  they  scarcelv  exceeded  two  hundred  on  the  whole  island. 
I  once  witnessed  a  remarkable  contest  between  a  flock  of 
goats  and  a  number  of  dogs.  Going  in  our  boat  into  the 
£ast  bay,  we  perceived  some  dogs  running  very  eagerly  upon 
the  foot,  and  willing  to  see  what  game  they  were  in  pursuit 
oi^  we  rested  some  time  on  Our  oars  to  observe  them,  when 
at  last  they  took  to  a  hiU,  on  the  ridge  of  which  we  saw  » 
flock  of  goats  drawn  up  for  their  reception.  There  was  s 
very  narrow  path  leading  to  the  ridgey  skirted  on  each  side 
by  precipices,  and  here  the  master  he«g08t  of  the  flock  post- 
ed himself  fronting  the  enemy,  the  rest  of  the  ^oaU  being  all 
behind  him,  on  more  open  ground.  As  the  ndge  was  inac- 
cessible by  any  other  path,  except  where  this  champion  stood, 
^ough  Uie  dogs  ran  up  the  hill  with  great  aUcrity,  yet,  when 
thejT  came  wjUiiin  twenty  yardst  notdarfng  to  encounter  him, 
as  he  would  infallibly  have  driven  them  down  the  precipice, 
th^  gave  over  the  chas^  and  lay  down  at  that  distance, 
panting  at  a  great  rate. 

.These  dogs,  which  are  masters  of  all  the  accessible  parts 
of  the  island,  are  of  various  kinds,  some  of  them  very  large, 
and  have  multiplied  to  a  prodigious  d^ree.  They  some- 
times came  down  to  oi|r  habitations  under  night,  and  stole 
our  provisions ;  and  once  or  twice  they  set  upon  single  per- 
sons, but,  assistance  being  at  hand,  they  were  driven  away^ 
without  doing  any  mischief.  As  it  is  now  rare  for  any  goats 
to  fall  in  their  way,  we  conceived  that  they  lived  principally 
on  young  seals ;  and  some  of  our  people,  having  the  curiosi- 
ty to  kill  dogs  sometimes,  and  dress  them,  seemed  to  agree 
that  they  hul  a  fishy  taste.  ^ 
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Goatf-flmh  beinff  scarce,  as  we  w^re  rarely  able  to  kill  abofv 
one  in  a  day,  and  our  people  growing  tired  of  fishi  which 
abounded  at  this  place,  they  at  last  condescoided  to  eat  seali^ 
which  they  came  by  degrees  to  relish,  calling  it  iamb»  Av 
the  seal,  of  which  numbers  haunt  this  island,  nas  been  often 
mentioned  by  former  writers,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  say 
any  thing  particular  respecting  that  animal  in  this  plate. 
There  is,  however,  another  amphibious  animal  to  be  met 
with  here,  called  the  SM-Zton,  having  some  resemblance  to  a 
seal,  biit  much  larger,  which  I  conceive  may  merit  a  par- 
ticular description.  This  too  we  eat,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  beef.  When  arrived  at  full  size,  the  sea-lion  is  be-r 
twecn  twelve  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  from  eight  to 
fifteen  feet  in  circumference.  They  are  extremely  fat,  so  that, 
below  the  skin,  which  is  an  inch  thick,  there  is  at  least  a 
foot  deep  of  fiit,  before  coming  to  the  lean  or  bones,  and  we 
experienr^d  more  than  once,  that  the  fat  of  some  of  the 
largest  aiforded  us  a  butt  of  oil.  They  are  also  very  full  of 
blood;  for,  if  deeply  Wounded  in  a  doaen  places,  there  will 
instantly  gUsh  out  as  many  fountains  of  bkK>d,  spouting  to  a 
oonaiderable'  distance.  To  try  what  quantity  of  blood  one  of 
them  might  contain,  we  shot  one  first,  and  then  cut  its  throat,' 
measuring  the  blood  which  flowed,  and  found  that  we  goC 
at  least  two  hogsheads,  besides  a  considerable  quantity  re- 
maining in  the  vessels  of  the  animal.  "  ''^ 

Their  skins  are  covered  with  short  hair  of  a  light  dun  co- 
lour }  but  their  tails  and  fins,  which  serve  them  for  feet  on 
shore,  are  almost  black.  These  fore-feet,  or  fins^  are  divided' 
at  the  ends  like  fingers,  the  web  which  joins  them  not  reach-i 
ing  to  the  extremities,  and  each  of  these  fingers  is  furnished 
with  a  nail.  They  have  a  distant  resemblance  to  an  over- 
grown seal;  though  in  some  particulars  there  are  manifest 
differences  between  these  two  animals,  besides  the  vast  dis^ 
proportion  in  size.  The  maldi  especially  are  remarkably  dis- 
similar, having  a  large  snout,  or  trunk,  hanging  down  five 
or  sue  inches  ^yond  the  extremity  of  the  upper  jaw,  which 
renders  the  countenances  of  the  male  and  female  easily  dis- 
tinguishable from  each  other.  One  of  the  largest  of  these 
males,  who  was  master  of  a  large  flock  of  females,  and  drove 
off  all  the  other  males,  got  from  our  sailors  the  name  of  the 
bashaw,  from  that  circumstance.  These  animals  divide  their 
time  between  the  sea  and  the  land,  continuing  at  sea  all  sum- 
mer, and  coming  on  shore  at  the  setting  in  of  winter,  during 
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all  which  season  the^  reside  on  the  land.  In  this  interval 
they  engendei*  and  bring  forth  their  young,  having  generally 
two  at  a  birth,  which  are  suckled  by  the  dams,  the  young  at 
first  being  as  large  as  a  full-grown  seal. 

During  the  time  they  continue  on  shore,  they  feed  on  the 
grass  and  other  plants  which  grow  near  the  banks  of  fresh- 
water streams ;  and,  when  not  employed  in  feeditag,  sleep  in 
herds  in  the  most  miry  places  they  can  find.  As  they  seem 
of  a  very  lethargic  disposition,  and  are  not  easily  awakened, 
each  herd  ^as  observed  to  place  some  of  their  males  at  a 
distance,  in  the  nature  of  centinels,  who  never  failed  to  alarm 
them  when  any  one  attempted  to  molest,  or  even  to  approach 
them.  The  noise  they  make  is  very  loud,  and  of  different 
kinds;  sometimes  grunting  like  hogs,  and  at  other  times 
snorting  like  horses  in  full  vigour.  Especially  the  males  have 
often  furious  battles,  principally  about  their  females ;  and  we 
were  one  day  extremely  surprised  at  seeing  two  animals, 
which  at  first  appeared  quite  different  from  any  we  had  be- 
fore observed ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach,  they  proved  to  be 
two  sea-lions,  which  had  been  goring  each  other  with  their 
te^h,  and  were  all  covered  over  with  blood.  The  bashaw, 
formerly  mentioned,  who  generally  lay  surrounded  by  a  se- 
raglio of  females,  to  which  no  other  male  dared  i^proach, 
had  not  acquired  that  envied  pre-eminence  without  many 
bloody  contests,  of  which  the  marks  remained  in  numerous 
scars  in  every  part  of  his  body. 

We  killed  miuiy  of  these  animals  for  food,  particularly  for 
iheir  hearts  and  tongues,  which  we  esteemed  exceeding  good 
eating,  and  preferable  even  to  those  of  bullocks.  In  general 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  killing  them,  as  they  are  incapable 
either  of  flight  or  resistance,  their  motion  being  the  most 
unwieldy  that  can  be  imagined,  and  all  the  time  they  are  in 
motion,  their  blubber  is  agitated  in  large  waves  under  the 
skin.  One  day,  a  sailor  being  carelessly  employed  in  skin- 
ning a  young  sea-lion,  the  female  from  whom  he  hod  taken 
it,  came  upon  him  unperceived,  and  getting  his  head  into 
her  mouth,  scored  his  si  ull  in  notches  with  her  teeth  in  many 
places,  and  wounded  him  so  desperately  that  he  died  in  a 
lew  days,  though  all  posnble  core  was  taken  of  him.* 
J,    .  •  These 

3  There  are  two  species  of  the  seal  tribe  which  have  received  the  name 
of  sea-lion  ;'the  pboca  leonina,  or  bottle-nosed  seal,  which  is  that  of  tiie 
text ;  and  the  phoca  jubata,  or  inaned  seal,  which  is  the  sea-lion  of  some 
ether  writers.  These  two  species  are  remarkably  distinguishable  from  each 
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'     Theie  are  the  principal  animals  whicli  we  found  upon  tha 
island  0|f  Juan  Kemondei.    Wo  saw  very  few  Urdii  and 
.tUese  were  chiefly  hawlci,  blncicbirds,  owls,  and  humniin»> 
"birds.     Wo  saw  not  tho  pardeht*  which  burrowi  in  the 
ground*  and  which  former  writers  mention  to  bo  found  here ; 
but  as  we  often  met  with  their  holes,  we  supposed  that  the 
wild  dogs  had  destroyed  thcni,  as  they  have  almost  done  the 
;  ^ts ;  for  these  were  very  numerous  when  Solltirk  was  hero, 
though  we  did  not  see  above  two  or  three  during  o{ur  whole 
stay.   The  rats,  however,  still  keep  their  ground,  and  conti- 
nue here  in  great  numbers,  and  were  very  troublesome  to 
us,  by  infesting  our  tents  in  the  night. 

That  which  furnislied  us  with  the  most  delicious  of  our 
repasts,  while  at  ihi$  island,  still  remains  to  be  described. 
This  was  the  fish,  with  which  the  whole  bay  was  most  abun- 
dantly stored,  and  in  the  greatest  variety.  We  found  here 
cod  of  prodigious  size  j  and  by  the  report  of  some  of  our 
crew,  wno  had  iteen  formerly  employed  in  the  Newfound* 
land  fishery,  not  less  plentitul  than  on  the  banks  of  that 
island.  We  had  also  cavallies,  gropers,  large  bieams,  maidif 
•ilver^fish,  dongers  of  a  particular  kind ;  and  above  all,  a  black 
fish  whioli  we  esteemed  most,  called  by  some  the  chimneys 
aweeper,  in  shape  somewhat  resembling  a  carp.  The  beach, 
indeed,  was  every  where  so  full  of  rocks  and  loose  stonet, 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  hauling  the  seyne;  but  with 
hooks  and  lines  we  caught  what  numbers  we  pleosed,  so  that 
a  boat  with  only  two  or  three  lines,  would  return  loaded 
witli  ^sh  in  two  or  tliree  hours.  The  only  interruption  we 
ever  met  with  arose  from  great  quantities  of  dog-fish  and 
Urgo  dharks,  which  sometimes  attended  our  boats,  and  pre* 
vented  our  sport 
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ether,  ospociail^  the  moles  i  The  bottle^nokcd  leal  having  a  trunk,  snout, 
or  long  projection,  on  the  upper  jaw ;  while  tlie  aalo  oT  the  maned  iml 
has  his  ficdk  cov'ereii  with  a  long  flowing  inane.  The  latter  is  also  much 
lar^r,  the  males  sometimes  reaching  twenty^live  feet  in  lonstb,  and 
weijghing  fifteen  or  sixteen  hi.  ndred  weight.  Their  colour  is  reddish,  and 
their  voice  resembles  the  bellowing  of  bulls.  The  former  are  chiefly  found 
in  the  Southern  Pacific ;  while  the  latter<frequcnt  the  northern  psrts  of 
the  laroe  ocean.— £. 

*  Thio  name  is  inexplicable ;  but,  from  the  context,  appears  to  refer  to 
some  animal  of  the  cavia  genus,  resembling  the  rabbit :.  Besides,  a  small 
islet,  a  short  way  S.W.  of  Juan  Fernandez,  is  named  Isla  de  Conejos,  or 
lUibbiMaland.-^£. 
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Deiidflt  thcM  flsht  we  found  one  other  delicacy  in  greater 
p«rfootion»  both  m  to  ■!«#»  qutntityi  and  flavour^  tliMn  ii  to 
u«  met  with  perhapa  In  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Thii 
was  Ma  craw-fiih,  uiually  weighing  eight  or  nine  pounds 
caclii  6f  a  moat  ojccelient  taito*  and  in  such  vaat  nuinbera 
near  the  edge  of  the  wateri  that  our  boat-hooici  often  ttrucic 
into  them  in  putting  the  boats  to  and  from  the  ahorot 

These  are  the  moit  materinl  artldei  relating  to  the  accom- 
modationi,  loiJ,  vegetables^  animals^  and  other  productions 
of  the  island  of  Junn  Fernandez,  by  which  it  will  distinctly 
appear  how  admirably  this  place  was  adantod  for  recovering 
us  from  the  deplorable  situation  to  whicn  wo  had  been  re- 
duced by  our  tedious  and  unfortunate  navigation  round  Cnpe 
Honit  Having  thus  given  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  situ- 
otion  and  circumstancas  of  this  islandf  in  which  we  resided 
for  six  months*  I  shall  now  proceed  to  rckae  all  that  occur- 
red to  us  in  that  period,  rciuming  the  narrative  from  tho 
18th  of  June,  on  which  day  the  Trval  sloop,  having  bena 
driven  out  by  a  squall  three  days  betore,  came  again  to  her 
moorings,  on  which  day  also  we  finished  sending  our  sick  on 
shore,  being  about  eight  days  ivfter  our  first  anchoring  at  this 
lalaivl.  -> 


Section  XII. 


Separate  Anivali  of  the  Glouuiter,  and  Jnna  Pink,  at  Juan 
Fernandez,  and  franmctiom  at  t/tat  lUand  during  the  in- 
tervfU,  4 

Tub  arrival  of  tho  Tryal  sloop  at  this  island,  so  soon  after 
we  came  there  ourselves  in  the  Centurion,  gave  us  sreat 
hopes  of  being  speedily  joined  by  tho  rest  of  Uie  squadron ; 
and  we  were  accordingly  for  some  days  continually  looking 
out,  in  expectation  of  their  coming  in  sight.  After  near  a 
fortnight  nad  elapsed  without  any  of  them  appearing,  we  be« 
gan  to  deqwir  ot  ever  meeting  them  again,  knowing,  if  our 
uiip  had  oontinued  so  nwch  longer  at  sea,  that  we  should 
every  man  of  us  have  peridied,  and  the  vessel,  occupied  only 
by  dead  bodies,  must, have,  been  left  to  the  caprice  of  the 
winds  and  waves ;  and  this  we. had  great  reason  to  fear  was 
the  fate  of  our  consorts,  as  every  hour  added' to  the  probabi- 
lity of  these  d^>onding  suogestions.  But,  on  the  21st  of 
June,  some  of  our  people,  from  an  eminence  on.shore,  dis- 
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cerned  a  thip  to  leeward,  with  her  cowrieft  «vmi  with  the  ho- 
rizon. They  couldi  at  the  same  timci  observe  that  ihe  had 
no  iail«  aboardt  except  her  courses  and  main-topsail.  Thid 
circumstance  made  them  conclude  that  it  must  be  one  of  our 
squadron,  which  had  probablv  suffisred  as  severely  in  her 
sails  and  rigging  as  we  had  uonei  Thejr  were  prevented, 
however,  from  forming  more  de6nite  conjectures  concerning 
her  {  for,  after  viewing  her  a  short  time^  the  weather  grew 
tiiicJc  and  hazy,  and  she  was  no  longer  to  be  seen. 

Ota  this  report,  and  no  ship  appearing  for  some  days^  we 
were  all  under  the  greatest  concern,  suspecting  that  her 
people  must  be  under  the  utmost  distress  for  want  of  water^ 
and  so  weakened  and  diminished  in  numbers  by  sickness,  as 
to  be  unable  to  ply  up  to  windward,  so  that  we  dreaded,  af- 
ter having  been  in  sight  of  the  island,  that  her  whole  crew 
might  yet  perish  at  sea.  On  the  21st,  at  noon,  we  again  dis- 
cerned a  ship  at  sea  in  the  N.£.  quarter,  which  we  conceived 
to  bo  the  same  thai  had  been  seen  before,  and  our  conjectore 
proved  true.  About  one  o'clock  she  had  come  so  near  that 
we  eoold  plainlv  distinguish  her  to  be  the  Gloucester ;  and  as 
we  had  no  doubt  of  her  being  in  great  distress,  the  comnu|* 
dore  immediately  ordered  out  his  boat  to  our  assistance,  la- 
den with  fresh  water,  fish,  and  vegetables,  which  was  a  most 
comfortable  relief  to  them ;  for  our  apprehensions  of  their 
calamitous  situation  were  only  too  lyeli  founded,  as  there 
liever  was,  perhaps,  a  crew  in  greater  distress.  They  had 
already  thrown  two-thirds  of  their  complement  overboard; 
and  of  those  who  remained  alive,  scarcely  any  were  omable 
of  doing  duty,  except  the  officers  and  their  servants.  They 
had  been  a  considerable  time  ai  the  smaU  allowance  of  a  pint 
(ftf  water  to  each  man  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  yet  had  so 
very  little  left,  that  they  must  soon  have  died  of  thirst,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  supply  sent  them  by  our  commodore. 

The  Oloncester  plied  up  within  three  miles  of  the  bay,  but 
could  not  reach  the  road,  both  wind  and  currents  being  con- 
trary. She  continued,  however,  in  the  offing  next  day;  and 
as  site  had  no  chance  of  being  able  to  come  to  anchor^  the 
eommodore  repeated  his  assistan<te,  si^nding  off  the  Tryal's 
bodt,  n^uined  with  the  people  of  the  Centurion,  with  a  far- 
thet  sttpplv  of  water,  and  other  refreshments.  Captain 
Mitchell  of  the  Oioucostetr  was  under  the  necessity  of  de- 
taining both  tbisboUt  and  that  sent  the  preceding  day,  as  ho 
had  no  longer  strength  to  navigate  his  ship  without  the  aid 
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of  both  Aeir  crew*.  The  Okmoester  eoiliaued  near  « Ibrt- 
night  in  this  tantaliahig  situaiien,  without  being  able  tofMh 
the  road,  though  frequently  making  the  attempt,  and  even  at 
times  biddinglair  to  e^"-  the  oli|)ect  in  view.  On  the  8th 
Ji^,  we  observed  her  stretching  away  to  the  «Mtward,  at  a 
comderable  distance,  which  we  supposed  was  wi^  a  design 
to  i^ek  to  the  southward  of  the  islwid ;  but,  as  slie  did  not 
again  appear  for  near  a  week,  we  were  prodigiously  ahurmed 
for  her  safety,  knowing  that  she  must  oe  again  in  extreme 
Stress  for  want  of  water.  After  great  impatience  about 
her,  we  again  discovered  her  on  die  16th,  endeavouring  to 
come  round  the  eastern  point  of  the  island,  but  the  wind  atill 
Mowing  direcdy  from  the  bay,  prevented  her  from  getting 
nearer  than  within  four  mi^es  of  the  land. 

Captain  Mitchdl  now  made  signals  of  distress,  and  our 
long-boat  w>#  aent  off  with  a  gooa  supply  of  water,  and  pleiw 
ty  of  iish  and  other  refresliments :  And,  as  the  long-boat 
could  tiot  be  wanted,  the  cockswain  had  positive  orders  from 
the  commodore  to  return  immediately.  But  next  day  pro- 
ving! stormy,  And  the  boat  not  oppesMing,  we  much  feared 
^he  was  lost,  which  would  have  bam  an  irretrievable  misfor- 
tune to  us  aU,  We  were  relieved,  however,  from  this  anxietv 
on  the  third  day  after,  by  the  joyful  appearance  of  her  sails 
on  ,the  water,  on  which  the  cutter  was  sent  to  her  assistance 
and  towed  her  akmgside  in  a  fow  hours,  when  we  found  that 
the  k»ig>boat  had  token  in  six  of  the  Gloucester's  sick  men, 
to  bring  them  on  shore,  two  of  whom  had  died  in  the  boat. 
We  now  learnt  that  the  Gloucester  was  in  a  most  dreiidful 
coBuUtion,  having  searcely  a  man  in  health  on  board*  except 
the  few  she  had  received  from  us.  Numbers  of  their  sick 
word  dying  daily,  and  it  appeared,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
last  supply  sent  by  our  long-boat,  that  both  the  healthy  and 
diseased  must  all  have  perwbcd  for  want  of  water.  This  can 
laroitous  situation  was  the  more  terrifying,  as  it  appeared  to 
be  without  remedy ;  for  the  Gloucester  had  already  spent  a 
month  in  fruitless  endeavours  to  fetch  the  bay,  and  was  now 
no  forther  advanced  than  when  she  first  made  (he  island. 
The  hopes  of  her  people  of  ever  succeeding  were  now  worn 
out,  by  the  experience  of  its  difficulty ;  and,  indeed,  her  si- 
tuation became  that  same  day  more  desperate  than  ever,  as 
we  again  lost  sight  of  her,  after  receiving  our  last  supply  of 
refreshments,  so  that  we  universally  despaired  of  her  ever 
comkig  to  MQc^or. 
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Thui  was  this  unfaappv  veucl  bandied  about,  within  a  few 
league!  of  her  intended  narbour»  while  the  near  neighbour^ 
hood  of  that  place,  and  of  theie  circumitancies  whicu  oould 
alone  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  under  which  her  people 
laboured,  served  only  to  aggravate  their  diatresa,  by  tortu- 
ring them  with  a  view  of  the  relief  they  were  unable  to  reach. 
She  wai  at  lenath  deliviered  from  this  dreadful  situation  at  a 
time  when  weraaat  expected  it:  For,  after  having  lost  sight 
of  her  for  several  days,  we  were  j<^fully  surprised,  in  the 
morning  of  the  88d  July,  to  see  her  open  the  N«  W.  point  of' 
the  bay  with  a  flowing  sail,  when  we  immediately  dispatched 
what  boats  we  had  to  her  assistance,  and  within  an  hour  from 
our  first  perceiving  her,  she  anchored  safe  within  us  in  the- 
bay. 

We  were  now  more  particularly  convinced  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  assistance  and  refVcsbments  we  had  repeatedhr 
sent  her,  and  how  impossible  it  must  have  been  for  a  single 
man  of  her  crew  to  have  survived,  had  we  given  less  atten- 
tion to  their  wants.  For,  notwithstanding  the  water,  ve^ 
tables,  and  fresh  provisions  with  which  we  had  supphed' 
them,  and  the  hands  we  had  sent  to  assist  in  naviffatinff  the 
ship,  by  which  the  fatigue  of  her  own  people  nad  Dceii 
greatly  rliminishcd,  their  sick  relieve,  and  the  mortality^ 
abated  r  notwithstanding  this  provident  care  of  our  commo- 
dore, Uiey  yet  buried  above  three-fourths  of  their  crew,  and 
a  very  small  proportion  of  the  survivors  remained  capable  of 
assisting  in  the  dut^  of  the  ship.  On  gettine  to  anchor,  our 
first  care  Was  to  assist  them  in  mooring,  and  Che  next  to  get 
their  tick  on  shore.  These  were  now  reduced,  by  ntimeroua 
deaths,  to  less  than  fourscoi^e,  of  which  we  expe<ited  the 

g'eatest  part  to  have  died;  but  whether  it  was  that  those 
rthest  advanced  in  the  cruel  distemper  had  ttlready  perish- 
ed, or  that  the  vegetables  and  fresh  provision^  we  had  sent 
had  prqmred  those  who  ranained  alive  for  a  more  speedy  re- 
covery, it  so  happened,  contrary  to  our  fears,  that  their  sick, 
in  genm'al,  were  relieved  and  restored  to  health  in  a  much 
shortel*  tiine  than  our  own  had  been  when  we  first  came  to 
the  island,  and  very  few  of  them  died  on  jshore.  ' 

Having  tbUs  given  an  account  of  the  principal  events  re^ 
lating  to  the  arrival  of  the  Oloqcester,  in  one  continued  nar- 
ration, I  shall  only  add,  that  we  were  never  joined  by  anv 
other  of  our  ships,  except,  our  victualler,  the  Anna  pink,  which 
came  in  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  whose  history  X 
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shall  defer  for  the  present,  aa  it  is  now  high  time  to  return  to 
our  own  transactional  both  on  board  and  ashoi^,  durina  the 
aaxious  intenral  of  the  GlouoMter  making  frequent  and  loe^ 
■fectud  attempts  to  reach'the  island. 

Our  next  embloymonty  after  sending  our  sick  on  shore 
from  the  Centurion,  was  cleansing  our  ship,  and  filling  our 
water  oaski.  The  foMier  of  these  measiures  Was  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  our  future  health,  as  the  number  of  our  sick, 
and  the  unavoidable  negliffence  arising  from  our  deplorable 
situation  at  sea,  had  rendered  the  ^ks  most  intderably 
loathsome.  The  filling  our  water  was  also  a  caution  that  ap- 
peared essential  to  bur  security,  as  we  had  reason  to  appte- 
nend  that  accidents  might  intervene  which  would  oblige  ns:to 
.quit  the  island  at  a  very  short  warning,  as  some  appearances 
we  had  discovered  on  shore^  at  our  first  Umding^  save  u« 
grounds  to  believe  that  there  were  Spanish  cruizers  in  these 
seas,  which  had  lefl  the  island  only  a  short  time  before  our 
arrival,  and  might  possibiy  return  again,  either  fi>r  a  supply 
of  water,  or  in  search  of  us.  For  we  could  not  doubt  that 
the  sole  purpose  they  had  at  sea  was  to  intercq>t  us,  and  .we 
knew  that  this  island  was  the  likeliest  place,  in  their  opinion, 
to  meet  with  us.  The  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  thoe 
rclections,  in  part  of  which  we  were  not  mistaken,  a*  will  ap- 
pear more  at  large  hereafter,  were  our  finding  on  shore  se- 
veral pieces  of  earthen  jars,  made  use  6f  in  these  seas  for 
holdinff  water  and  other  liquids,  which  appeared  fresh  bro- 
ken. We  saw  also  many  neaps  of  casks,  near  which  were 
fish  bones  and  pieces  of  fish,  besides  whole  fish  scattered 
here  and  there,  which  plainly  appeared  to  have  been  only  a 
short  time  out  of  the  water,  as  they  were  but  just  beginning 
to  decay. 

.These  were  infallible  indications  that  there  had  been  a  ship 
or  ships  at  this  place  only  a  short  time  before  our  arrival ;  and, 
as  all  Spanish  merchant  ships  are  Instructed  to  avoid  this  island, 
on  account  of  its  being  the  common  rendezvous  of  their  ene- 
mies, we  concluded  that  those  which  had  touched  here  must 
have  been  ships  of  force ;  and,  as  wc  knew  not  that  Pizarro 
had  returned  to  the  Rio  Plata,  and  were  ignorant  what 
strength  might  have  been  fitted  out  at  Calao,  we  were  under 
considerable  apprehensions  for  our  safety,  beins  in  so  wretch- 
ed and  enfeebled  a  condition,  as,  notwithstanding  the  rank 
of  our  ship,  and  the  sixty  guns  with  which  she  was  armed„ 
there  was  hardly  a  privateer  sent  to  seu  that  was  not  an 
ttH5¥k>l!re)  .       ovci-niatcb 
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ovcrmateh  for  tii.  Our  fban  on  this'  hetdi  however,  fortu- 
nateljr  proved  imagkun-y,  and  we  were  net  expond  to  the 
ditgraoe  which  mint  anavoidably  hitve  befcllen  US|  had  we 
bera  reduced  to  the  nccewhy,  by  the  appearance  elf  an  ene- 
my, of  flghthig  our  sixty-gun  ihip  with  no  more  than  thirty 
handa. 

'  While  employed  in  cleaning  our  4iip»  and  fiUfaig  our  wa- 
ter eaika,  w<e  set  «p  a  large  copper  ot*en  on  ihere,  near  the 
■ick  tent^  in  which  fneh  uread  was  baliad  every  day  fbr  th^ 
shlp'b  company!  as,  being  «xtremidy  desiroas  of  reeoiwring 
our  tick  as  soon  aspoasibw,  we  boKeved  that  new  bread,  add- 
ed to  their  green  vegetables  and  fresh  fish,  might  prove 
powerfully  oonduchre  to  their  relief.  Indeed,  we  had  all  ima- 
ginable inducements  to  endeavour  at  augmenting  our  pre- 
sent strength,  as  every  little  accident,  which  to  a  fiill  crew 
would  have  been  inrignificant,  was  extremely  alarming  in  our 

1>re8ent  helpless  condition.  Of  this  we  had  a  troumcsomo 
nstance»  on  the  SOth  of  Jane,  at  five  fai  the  momlnflk  w4ien 
we  were  aJarmed  by  a  violent  gust  of  wind  directly  on  shore, 
which  instantly  parted  our  small  bower  cable,  about  ten  fa- 
thoms fh>m  the  ring  of  the  anchor.  The  ship  at  once  swung 
off  to  the  best  bower,  which  happily  stood  the  violence  Of  the 
jerk,  and  brought  us  up^  with  two  cables  on  end,  in  eighty 
fathoms. 

At  this  time  we  had  not  above  a  dozen  seamen  in  theship, 
and  w«re  apprehensive,  if  the  squall  continued,  that  wemignt 
bw  driven  out  to  sea  in  this  helpless  condition.  We  sent, 
therefore,  the  boat  on  shore,  to  bring  off  all  who  were  ca- 
pable of  acting  ;  and  the  wind  soon  abating  of  its  fury,  gave 
us  an  opportunitv  of  receiving  the  boat  back  with  a  rein- 
forcement. With  this  additional  strength,  we  went  imme- 
diately to  work,  to  have  in  what  remained  of  the  broken 
cables  which  we  suspected  to  have  received  some  injury  from 
the  ground  before  it  parted,  and  accordingly  we  found  that 
seven  fiithoms  and  a  half  had  been  chaffed  and  rmdered  un- 
serviceable. In  the  afternoon,  we  bent  this  cable  to  the 
spare  anchor,  and  got  it  over  the  bows.  Next  morning,  the 
1st  of  Ju}}',  being  favoured  by  the  wind  in  gentle  breezes,  we 
warped  the  ship  in  again,  and  let  go  the  anchor  in  forty-one 
-fathoms;  the  eastern  point  of  the  bay  now  bearing  from  us 
E.  I  S.  the  western  point  N.W.  by  W.  and  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  S.S.W.  as  betbre.  We  were,  however,  much  con- 
^raed  for  the  loss  of  onr  anchor,  and  swept  frequently  to 
,  f  endeavour 
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ivour  its  recovery  i  but  the  buur  having  sunk  at  the  in- 
staal  wiun  the  cable  parted,  we  mma  never  find  it  ajgain. 

Aa  the  moolh  of  July  advanoed«  and  some  of  our  siek  men 
were  tolerably  nooverad,  (he  stroii^t  of  them  were  sot  to  out  • 
dowa  trees,  and  to  ipttl  them  into  billets,  while  others,  too 
aaeak  Sor  this  Forjk,  undertook  to  carry  the  billets,  by  one  at 
•  Itack  to  the  water  side.  Hiis  they  performed,  some  by  the 
help  of  crutches,  and  others  supported  by  a  single  stick.  We 
next  set  up  the  forge  on  shore,  and  empkyed  our  smith,  whp 
was  just  capable  or  working,  to  repair  our  chain-plates,  and 
other  broken  and  decayed  iron-work.  We  began  «ko  the 
repair  of  our  raging ;  but  as  we  had  not  enough  of  iunk  to 
make  spun-yam,  we  deferred  the  general  overhaul  in  the 
daily  hope  of  the  Gloucester  arriving,  which  was  known  to 
have  a  great  quantity  of  junk  on  board.  That  we  might  dis* 
patch  our  refitting  as  fast  as  possible,  we  set  up  a  large  tent 
on  the  beach  for  the  sail -makers,  who  were  employed  dili* 
gently  in  repairing  our  old  sails  and  making  new  oncfc 
These  bccupations,  with  cleansing  and  watering  our  ship, 
now  pretty  well  completed,  together  with  attand^g  our  siclc, 
and  the  frequent  relief  sent  to  the  Gloucester,  were  the  prin- 
cipal transactions  of  our  infirm  qrew,  till  the  arrival  at  the 
Gioueeiter  at  anchor  in  the  bay. 

Captain  Mitchell  immediately  waited  on  the  commodore, 
whom  he  informed,  that(  in  his  last  absence,  he  had  been  for- 
ced as  far  as  the  small  island  of  Ma$efvero,  nearly  in  the  some 
latitude  with  the  larger  island  of  Juan  Fernando,  imd  thirty 
Iragues  farther  W  That  he  had  endeavoured  to  send  his 
.boat  on  sho'  *  tierc  tor  water,  of  which  lie  observed  several 
^streams;  but  the  wind  blew  so  strong  iipon  the  shores  and 
caused  so  great  a  surf,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  to  land. 
The  attempt,  however,  was  not  entirely  useless,  as  the  boat 
,  4)ame  biidii  loaded  with  fish.  This  island  hod  been  repro- 
V  tented,  tw  former  navigators,  as  a  mere  barren  rock,  but 
.Captain  Mitchell  assured  the  commodoie,  that  it  was  almost 
-every  where  covered  with  trees  and  vevdure,  and  was  nearly 
four  miles  in  length.  He-  believed  also,  that  some  small  bay 
inight  possibly  m  found  in  it  which  miifUt  afford  sufficient 
4diMter  to  any  ship  desirous  of  procuring  refreshments. 

As  four  ships  of  our  squadron  were  still  missing,  this  de* 

scisbtion  of  Masefuero  gofve  rise  to  a  c^jnjccturo,  that  some 

of  them  might  possibly  have  fallen  in  with  that  ^land,  mis- 

-'.  4akii^  it  for  the  true  |>lace  of  rcodesvous.    This  auspioion 

'  •     ,  V      '  was 
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WM  the  more  reaiomiblei  tliat  we  had  no  draught  of  cdtfaw 
itland  that  could  be  relieiLupon;  wherefore  the  commodoiB 
resolved  to  send  the  Tryal^aloop  thither,  as  soon  as  she  eould 
be  made  ready  for  sea,  in  order  to  examine  all  its  creeks  Jtnd 
hagrs,  that  it  might  bo  ascertained  whether  any  of  our  misi» 
ing  ships  wwe  there  or  not  For  this  purpose,  some  Jti 
our  best  hands  wore  sention  board  the  Trval  next  momin§» 
to  oyerhaul  and  fix  her  rigging,  and  our  long-boat  tMM  em- 
fdoyed  to  complete  her  water  i  what  stores  and  neoessaries 
she  wanted,  being  iromediatdy  supplied  from  the  Centurion 
and  Gloucester.  It  was  the  4th  of  Au^st  before  the  Tryal 
was  in  readiness  to  sail.  When,  having  weighed,  it  soon 
after  fell  calm,<  and  the  tide  set  her  very  near  the  eastern 
shore  of  the  bay.  Captein  Saunders  immpdiateljr  hung  out 
lights,  and  fired  several  guns,  to  apprise,  us  of  his  danger} 
upon  which  all  the  boats  were  sent  to  his  aid,  which  towed 
the  sloop  into  the  bay,  where  she  anchored  til'  nextmom- 
jnig^  and  then  proceeded  with  a  &ir  breeze.  ^, 

,  vVe  were  now  busily  employed  in  examining  and  repair- 
ing our  rimming,  and  that  of  the  Gloucester ;  but,  in  stri)>- 
•ping  our  fore^mast,  we  were  alarmed  by  discovering  that  it 
was  sprung  just  above  the  partners  of  the  upper  decL  This 
sprinff  was  two  inches  in  depth  and  twelve  in  circumference ; 
but  the  carpenters,  on  inspection,  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  fishing  it  with  two  leaves  of  an  anchor-stock  would  ren- 
der it  as  secure  as  ever.  Besides  this  defsct  in  our  mast, 
we  had  other  difficulties  in  refitting,  from  the  want  of  cord-- 
age  and  canvass ;  for,  although  we  had .  taken  to  sea  much 
greater  quantities  of  both  than  had  ever  been  done  before, 
yet  the  continued  bad  weather  we  hnd  met  with,  after  passing 
.the  straits  of  Le  Maire,  had  occasioned  so  great  a  consun^ 
tion  of  these  stores^  that  we  were  reduced  to  great  straits; 
as,  afler  working  up  all  our  junk  and  old  shrouds,  to  make 
twice  laid  cordage,  we  were  at  .last  reduced  to  the  necessity 
to  unlay  a  cable,  to  work  up  into  running  rigging;  and^ 
with  all  the  canvass  and  remnants, of  old  saUs,  that  could  .be 
mustered,  we  could  only  make  up  one  complete  suit. 

Towards  the  middle  of  August,  our  men  being  indiffitr- 
ently  recovered,  they  were  permitted  to  quit  the  sick  tents, 
end  to  buikl  separate) huts  for  themselves;  asitwa&ima- 
gineo,  by  Jivine  apart,  that  they  might  be  much  cleanlier, 
and  consequenuy  likely  to  recover  their  strength  tfacsooner: 
But  strict  orders  were  given^  at  the  awaxe  tioM,  thi^  they 
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were  tnitantly  to  repair  to  the  water-ude»  on  the  ftlrhig  of  a 
gun  frooLthe  ship.    Their  employment  now  on  shore,'  was 
either  the  procurement  of  refrMhments,  thecuttinff  of  woocit 
or  the  proourement  of  oil  from  the  blubber  orirlHlioQi. 
Thi« oil MBTed for Mveral  purposes}  as  burahsg  in  lamps, 
mixinff  wkh  pitch  to  pay  the  sides  of  our  ships,  t>i^i  when 
worked  up  with  wood-ashes,  to  supply  the  plate -of  tallow, 
ofi  which  we  had  none  left,  to  give  the  ship  boat^iosc  tops. 
Some  of  the  men  were  also  occupied  dn  salting  ood ;  for^ 
havuig  two  Newfoundknd  fishermen  in  the 'Centurion,  the 
commodore  set  them  to  work  in  providing  a  considerable 
quantity  of  salted  cod  for  se»>«tore }  though  very  little  of.it 
was  used,  as  it  was  afterwards  thought  to  be  equally  pro- 
ductive of  scurvy  with  any  other  kina  of  salted  pi^oviaionK^'^ 
It  has  been  before  tnentioned,  that  we  set  up  a>eofiiper 
oven  on  shore,  to  bake  bread  for  the  sick':   But  it  haj^p^nied 
that  the  greatest  part  of  the  flour,  for  the  use  of  the  scfnad- 
ron,  was  on  board  the  Anna  pink.    It  should  also  have  ' 
been  mentioned,  that  the  Tryal  sloop  informed  us,  on  her  : 
arrival,  that  ehe  had  fallen  in  with  our  victualler,  on  the' 
9th  of  May,  not.far  from  the  coast  of  Chili,-  aiMl  had  kept  •' 
company  with  her  for  four  days,  when  they  were  parted  in  < 
a  gale  of  wind.    This  save  us  some  room  to  hope  that  she  ' 
»was  safe,  and  might  rejoin  us:   But,  all  June  and  July  ha- 
ving passed  without  any  news  of  her,  we  eavc  her  over  for 
lost)  and  the  commodore^  at  the  end  or  July,  ordered  ull 
j(he  ships  on  a  short  allowance  of  bread.    Neither  was  it  in 
bread  alone  that  we  feared  a  deficiency :    For,  since  our  ar- 
rival at  Juan  Fernandez,  it  was  discovered  that  our  former 
purser  had  neglected  to  take  on  board  large  quantities  of 
several  kinds  of  provisions,  which  the  commodore  had  ex- 
pressly ordered  him  to  receive;  so  that  the  supposed  loss  of 
our  victualler  was,  on  all  accounts,  a  most  mortifying  cir^ 
-cumstance. ,  ■  ■    ,•  .x^^hm-^ri^i'fm^:'*^'':^  ^-^  tiu^^ 

■  .  About  noon  on.  Thursday  the  l6th  of  August,  afler  We 
'had  given  over  all  hopes  of  the  Anna  pink,  a  sail  was  espied 
iin  the  northern  quarter,  on  which  a  gun  was  immcdiatdy 
\fired  from  the  Centurion,  to  call  off  the  people  from  the 
:shore,  who  readily  obeyed. the  summons,  by  repairing  to 
the  beach,  .where  the  boats  waited  to  fetch  them  on  board. 
.Being  now  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  ship  in  view, 
•whether  friend  oc  enemy,  we  had  various  speculations  re- 
.^spectinghcr,  many  supposing  at  first,  that  it  was  .the  Tryal 
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«loap  i9iiniiiig  froui  the  eKsmuiation  of  MaiifitMirtdU 
tk»  ^^fum jnWfVt  thjt  ApioUm  wu  confut^v  %  obMnfaig 
llitit  jlii»  luidlJNrM  nuNts>  wImi  Atlicr  anyactiirM  fruM  ngtr* 
Jjy.;gpilWiliftjl ;  MHie  Ju%mg)«kb  vmuA  \ti*m^t  to  be  tin  S0* 
«■»  mul  olIlciLi  ihe  Fbsii  nibileiMvcnl^tiBnned  tha*'db6 
i^  nol  b«icH^;  to  our  miwi^kiii.  f  9utji  ^Bim$.  4»ee  initfie 
lifk«nNO«%  «U  specuiblifM  wvf^mAaiL  by  die  ipmniMMMW 
MmuMMP  lhat.it. wm  our  fifstuUcfev^  II»<Abm  mnlu  .  Jmdt 
lim»t^4miim>  bad  fiOlm  in  wkb  di«  nlnd>  to  tho^  iMMtfcr 
mf$Wlm  ^  iOkMic«t«r»  *«he  feihiA  ihm  ^obd  'fertpM  to 
«9ito  to  JNBfbor  JB  the  bey  atBve  in  the  aAemoon.  Her  »*> 
iaD«)  gwe  «•  ell  tihe  atmotteetiifiiction, «  die  •hip't  compfv 
mm  "VtWM  imBiediakljr  restored  to  dieir  fuH  dlowance  «f 
breedt  and  we  wereaonr  xdieved  fimm  the  appnehendoae  tof 
«or  proviMQiM  fidling  short  befiwe  i«e  coiud  reads  some 
£rieiMfy  portt—  a  calamkjr,  in  diese  eeas,  'Of  1^  others  ithe 
jQott  irrdrievabie.  Tliis  was  the  last  ih^  that  joined  mi 
end*  as  the  dangers  she  enoomitaredy  and  the  good  Ibrtooe 
fhe  aft^nnunk  ea|)erienced»  are  wordijr  of  a  sqpatate  naqear 
4kwj  I  shiH  tfXet  them,  together  with  a  ahorteooevnt  of  the 
«jyhiMr<«ussuig  shjfis,  to  the  ensuing  section. 


Sscnoir  XIIL 

Shwr*  Aeeotmt  of  what  htfdl  the  Anna  Pink  before  tkt  <r»< 
nfljvmed;  mlh4m  AocowUcfthe  Lorn  of  the  W4^r,andth 
''P¥Hii^  back  ^  the  ^^vem.tmdPMorL 

Oh  the  fii^ii  reo(^ition  of  the  Anna  pink,  it  seemed 'quitje 
woodecful  to  ns  how  the  crew  of  a  vessel*  whieh  had  thus 
>criM  tr  the  rendeovous  two  months  after  us,  sboidd  bevca- 
-pdA  <af  wcK^i^f  dieir  dupin  the  manner  tli^  did,  and 
with  ko  little  appearance  (^  debility  and  distress.  This  diffi- 
«iltya  however,  wae  soon  solved  after  ehe  came  to  anchor; 
;^  we  then  jfonnd  that  she  had  been  in  harbour  siniqe  the 
middie  of  May,  near  a.mmith  be^e  our  anrivd  at  Juan 
FenMUndea,  <so  that  their  sufferings,  locccptii^  the  risk  th^ 
had  :run  of  bdng  shipwrecked,  we  3  gc^y  «hort  of  wiwt 
.hid  been  undergone  by  the  rest  of  the  squadron. 

Xhey  M  in  with  the  knd  on  the  16th  of  May,  4n  iit. 

4£"  l§'  fi.  being  then  about  four  lei^es  fremshovor -Onthe 

first,  si^  of  it»  they  wore  shi^p  iimd  stood  to  the  wirtiiWBTd ; 

,.,M..^  but 
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but  liMiiNbnMiil  <pUMtef>  «nd  the  wind  beuig«irang  «t 
W^  W»  4lMgr  <3>»^  tcNratdi  tW  vbora.  The  ODtaiD,  MtlMr 
^■nhlitodmAvlaadt  ei^  m  othen  mj,  mnlfedi  talncti 
the  lea  no  Icnftier,  steered  now  for  the  coast,  in  <»der  lo  loel 
<ni  (hr  4MBe  wdier  aiiMag  the'  jamof  nlande  MiUBh  i^ipear- 
«dtei^||fa<i»  and  had  llie  sOod  fertuw  to  hckifftheiUpfte 
Mtebar  Id  the  eentwaid  of  ttie^ishuid  of  Imhimf  Jim,  as  thor 
4M  not  run  infllcieDtfy  new  the  cast  than  of  that  idam^ 
lOid  had  Hot  hands  enodi^  to  inser  away  4he  <oakAe  briMj, 
-they  wvr^  seen  •driten  to  the  eBSkmads^  ideqaening  Iheir  war 
ter  ftom  twtoty-<hi»  to  ti^y-five  flithaina.  Stilt  eootinMng 
to  driven  they  next  day,  beins  the  .1^  MaT«  let  go  their 
eheet  enohor,  whieh  brought  raom  iqp  fot  a  ifaoct  tines  int 
«n  the  ttth  they  drove  again,  till  they  cann  into  aatjNfine 
AthoMBf  snd^  lieing  now  within  a  mileof  the  huld,-t|i^«»> 
fleeted  <evefy  moaaent  to  be  forced  on  shore  iin  aipbce  where 
ihe  coast  wawvo  very  ing^h  and  steep,  that  there  was  nofe  ^ 
■smallest  prospect  of  swring  the  dup  and  cargo.  As  ;th^ 
boats  were  very  leaicy,  wiSL  there  was  no  aypwiinnce  <lf  a 
landing  |riaoe,  the  whidecrew,  comistiagflfsiKtcenjBeneBd 
boys,  gave  themsehres  up  for  lost,  helieviiig^  if  even  anf  of 
^em  happened  to  set  on  shore  'by  some  extraordinary 
•ehanoe,  uiatth^  wewd  be  almosteertainly  nuuaaered  by  the 
•avages;  as  those  people,  knowing  no  other  finropeau  ex^ 
43ept  Spaniards,  nuffU  be  expected  to  treat  jdl  stvttDgirs  irith 
the  eame  cnicity  whidi  litey  have  so  often,  and  so  f^naUy, 
exercised  against  ^their  -Spanish  neighboinrs. 

Under  tbese  terrifying  dfciunstaaoes,  the  Atmacontinned 
to  drive  towards  the  rocks  which  formed  theehore^  and  at 
iaa^  when  expecting  eveiy  instant  to  strike^  they  perceived  a 
smdl  (^^eniag  in  the  hoid,  whidiraisedlhdr  hopes  of  safety. 
Wh««fore,  immediately  cutting  awi^  their  two  anchon^  th^ 
iStemred  for  this  c^nfaiff,  mlacn  they  found  to  be  a  narrow 
opening  between  an  iuond  and  the  main,  which  led  them 
into  a 'most  excellent -harbour ;  whidi,  for  its  security  against 
tiH  winds  and  swdh,  and  the  consequent  smoothness  of  Its 
water,  may  perhaps  vie  with  any  in  tae  known  world:  Aaid- 
this  place,  being  scarcely  twomiies  firom  the  qpot  where  theor 
deemed  their  destruction  inevitable,  the  horrors  of  shipwreck 

and 


■  Tbe  island  of  Inchin,  and  the  bay  in  which  the  Anns  pink  took  ^el« 
tet,  is  in  lat  46*  SO"  8.  Iot«.  74<>  SO'  in  what  is  called  thefeidnsuia  de  trai 
Jtf<mte»,  to  the  N.  of  tlie  Goifo  de  Penas.— £. 
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Md  kniMdfaU*  dcttb;  with  which  they  had  hef>a  pytaOf^aad 
Urong^ipoMMsed,  vanished  almost  in  aniinitant^  givins 
pAice  to  the  mottr  joyous  ideas,  of  security  refreshment*  ttM 
noose.'.' 

tWthis  haffaouff 'discovered  almost  by  miracle,  "ihtf  Anna 

«aai«  to  anchor  in  twenty-five  fathoms,  with  only  a  h&wier 

mid  small  anchor  of  about  three  hundred  weight.    Here  she 

oootmued  for  near  two  months, '  and  her^  people>  who  vteM 

nMMrof  them  iU  of  the  sourvy,  wore  soon  restored  tbplBilftct 

■healU'by  theftfdi  piovisions,  which  thevpiroeured  m  abun* 

dance^  and  the  eacodlent  water  which  they  found  in  jdenty 

OB  the  adjacent  shore.'  As  thii  place  may  prove. of  the 

greatest  in^rtance  to  future  -navigators  forced  upon  thfo 

ooast  1^  thie  western  winds^  which  are.  almost  perpetual  in 

-that  part  of  the  world,  it  may  be  .proper  to  give  the  bc8t:a6> 

count  that  sould  be  collected  of  this  port,  as  to  its  situation, 

oobwniences,  and  productions,  before  continuing  the  ad- 

vaaturea  of  tiie  Anna  pink.    To  foc0itate,  also,  tne  kr.ow- 

le^  of  this  pieces  to  such  as  may  be  desirous  hereafbs.of 

uaing.it,  thare^is  annexed  a  plan  both  of  the  harbouif : and 

Uiffwrffo  bisy .before  it,  .through  which  the  Anna  drifted. 

This  putn,  perhaps,  may  not  be  in  all  respects  as  accurate-as 

could  be  wished,  being  composed. from  the  memoranduitis 

■and  rude  sketches  of  the  master  and  surgeon,  who  were  not 

the  most  able  draughtsmen ;  but,  ae  the  priccipal  parts  were 

laid  I  down  by  their  estimates  of  their  distances  from  each 

other,  in  which  kind  of  computation  seamen  are  commonly^ 

vary  dextrous,  the  errors  are  probably  not  very  considerable. 

' :  .The  latitude  which  oertaimy  is  a  very  material  point,  was 

not  very  accurately  ascertained,  as  the  Anna  hod  no  obser^ 

vation  either  r>n  the  day  she  got  there^  or  within  a  day  .of 

leaving  the  bay ;  but  is  supposM  to  be  not  very  distant  from 

45?  W  Si*  But  the  Urge  extent  of  .the  bay,  at  the  bottom  of 

which  the  harbour  is  situated,,  renders  this  unoortaintv  of  the 

less  impmrtance.  The  island  h/mg  before  this  bay,  called. /n- 

rdidm  by  the  Indians,  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  islands  na- 

'med.C&ONOs.by  the  Spanish  accounts,  and  said  to  spread 

along  all  this  coast,',  bang  inhabited  by  a  barbarous  people, 

,  famous 

*  This  has  already,  on  the  authority  of  Arrowamith.  been  stated  at  46° 

•  *■  The  gulf  and  archipelago  of  Chonos,  or  Ouaytecas,  one  of  the^ubmds 
of  which  is  Sooonh  or  GuRyteca,  is  considerably  to  the  N.  of  Indiin,  bc> 
tween  the  peninsula  de  f  res  Monies  and  the  isUmd  of  Chiloe,  the  centre  of 
thut  archipelago  being  in  lat.  45°  S. — £. 
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iMDoat  ibrilieir  li«jtr«d  to  «he  SpaviMil^'4M#>dMli  tantkw- 
t»«ucsh  of  tint  nation  at  have  hSm  into  tlioir  httnch.  It  la^ 
eren  poMiblo  that  the  land  in  Which  thiahiibodf  it  titnaMj 
may  M  onaof  thete  itiandt,  while  tho  conilfiBent  maTbeoon*; 
liderably  t«:<  the  eaitward.  Thit  harixmry  jbotidefc itt  depth* 
of  water  and  completie  thelter,  hat  two  co^ea^  where  tbij>t<iniqr 
very  oonveniently  be  hove  dtown*  at '  the  waller  it  cOMOinthr  > 
MBoeth.  There  are  ako  teveral  fine  runt  of  exeellent  fiMw 
ws(«r,  wliich  fkll  into  the  harbour,  lomeio  ooaveniently  i&*' 
tuated  th«t  the  caskt  may  be  filled  in  the  l6ngi4M>at  byme^toia 
of  a  hoic  Tlie  mbtt  remarkable  of  theto  it  a  ttreamr  in  the>' 
N.K  part  of  th^  harboiir,  beiofi^afreth-vater  river,  where: 
the  erew  of  the  Anna  ciiught  a  few  mnllett  of  excdient -fl*** 
vour,  and'thf^  w«re  pertuaded  that  it  would  be  found  to-' 
have^plenty  of  fiih  in  the  proper  teaton,  it bdhg  winter  when* 
they^were  ther^.  ;      ,         , 

The  principal  refrethmentt  of  green  vegetabfot  met  with' 
at  tbii  port  were  wild  oellery,  nettle-topt,  and  theJikc,  n^ichf  > 
after  to  long  a  continuance  at  tea,  ^ore  highly  acceptable^' 
We  got  abundance  of  thell-fith,  at  cocklet  and  muiclea  of< 
grea^  tize  and  deliciout  flavour,  with  plenty  of  geete,  «haga,4 
•and  penguibt.  Though  in-  the  depth  of  winter  the  climate' 
waa  by  no  meant  extremely  rigorout,  neither  were  the  treet- 
or  die  face  of  the  country  dettitute  of  verdure;  whence  it' 
nay'  be  concluded,  that  many  other  kindt  of  fireth  provitiont* 
woiild  doubtlett  be  found  tliere  in  tummer.  Notwithttand*' 
iag  the  relationt  of  the  Spaniarda  retpecting  the  violence  and' 
barbarity  of  the  inhabitanti,  it  doet  not  li^pear  thet  their^ 
nnmbert  are  tufiicient  to  excite  anv  apprdientiont  in  the> 
crew  of  a  ahip  of  any  tiae,  or  that  their  di^potitlont  are  bjie 
any  meant  to  mitchfevoot  or  mercilets  a?  hat  been  repre-> 
tented*  With  all  tfaete  advantaoet,  thit  place  it  to  far  irom^ 
the  frontiert  of  the  Spanitb  tettlementt,  and  to  little  knowi^ 
to  the  Spaniardt  themtelVet,  that,  with  pn^r  precautiont»> 
th«l'e  it  reason'  to  bdieve  a  tbip  miffht  remain  here  a  long" 
tinie  undiacovered.  It  it  'alto  eapabJe  of  being  made  a  very) 
dcrf'ouibk  port ;  at,  by  possetiing  the  idand  tni^  ckwea  np* 
the  port  or  inner' harbour,  which  itkmd  it  cmly  acoetnble  ia 
a  very  few  placet,  a  small  force  might  easily  tecure  diit  port' 
againtt  at!  the  force  which  the  Spaniardt.  could  mutter  in 
that  partof  the  world.  For  this  island  it  to  tteep  towarda 
the  hftrt)onr,  having  six  fathoms  close  to  the  ^ore.  that'the 
Anna  anchored  within  forty  yards  of  its  coast  {  whence  itdt^  J 
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obvioiM  lifBW  dificull  it  would  ftrnp,  «kh«r  |o  boMrd  m  It 
CNit  any  tMiel  j^rotectad  bjr « loroe  potted 'on  ihore  vUhin^ 
pMftMooty  and  whire  tboM  thus  ported  could  not  bo  dien- . 
Mlvet  attacked*  Al)  these  circumstancea  aeon  to  render  ttua- 
pwt  .worthy  of  a  mora  accurate  examination ;  and  it  li  to  ht» 
hoped  that  this  rude  at'iempt  to  sogtes^  may  hereafter  >»•' 
commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  ^e  ptihlic»  and  the  atf-« 
*^fAm  ct  those  who  are  mote  immediately  entrusted  with 

•  oondMl  of  oarnaval  affiura. 

A.'Ver  this  acobmit  of  the  pUuie  where  the  Ajopii  Jagr  for^two> 
ioionth%  it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  rebte  the  diioomh 
riea  made  by  I^er  crew  iqpon  the  adjacent  coast«  and  thepiinp 
dpal  incidents  that  occurred  durintf  thar  stay  hfire.  Bu^  «it 
they  were  onW  a  few  in  number,  uiey  durst  not  venture  to - 
detach  any  of  their  people  on  distant  searches,  beins  mader 
continual  apprehensions  of  being  attaclred  either  by  the  l^aa- 
niards  or  Indians,  so  that  their  excursus  were  generally 
coofiiMd  to.  the  tract  of  land  surroundingthe  port,  where 
the<^  were  never  out  of  view  of  the  ship :  ^ven  if  they  had 
known  from  the  first  how  little  grounds  there  were  for  these 
ftafk  yet  the  neighbouring  oounti^  was  so  overgrown  yrUh 
wood,  and  so  traversed  by  mountains,  that  it  oppeued  im-^ 
practicable  to  penetrate  to  any  distance  so  that  no  aoeouni 
of  the  interim  could  be  expected.  They  were,  however,  in 'a 
condition  to  disprove  the  relations  ^iven  by  Spanish  writairs, 
who  have  r^reaented  this  coast  as  inhabited  by  a  fierce  and 
powerful  people,  as  no  such  inhabitant^  were  to  be  foundi  a^ 
least  in  the  wmter  season ;  for,  during  the  whole  time  of  their 
ocmtinuance  her^  they  never  saw  any  more  than  one  mudk 
Indian  fiunily,  which  came  into  the  hmrboer  in  a  periagua*  o» 
canoe^  about  a  month  after  the  arrival  of  the  Anna,  and  con- 
sisted only  of •  one  Indian  mui,  near  forty  years  of  ag^  hia 
wifo,  and  twoehiUren,  one  about  three  years  of  aoe^  and  the 
o^er  still  on  the  breast.  They  seemed  to  have  wiui  th«n  att 
dwic  pnqierty,  censuting  of  a  doff  and  cat,  a  fishing  ne^  a 
halchet,  a  knife,  a  cradle^  some  Iwrk  of  traes,  intended  (e^ 
ooverii^  a  hnt^  a  reel  with  some  worsted,  a  flint  and  steely 
and  a  ww  roots  of  a  yeUow  hue,  and  very  disagreeaUe  tastCj 
which  sarved  them  for  bread. 

As  soon  as  these  were  perceived,  the  master  of  Uie  Anna 
sent  his  yawl  and  brought  them  on  board ;  and,  lest  they 
might  discover  him  to  the  Spaniards  if  permitted  to  go  away« 
he  took  proper  precautions,  as  he  conceived,  for  securing. 
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^1*  grt  abtfitf  the  sbip  irlier«  dwv  pkMMd  ia  immf  time* 
iMf»  kMktti  ttp  in  ih*  fttncartle  at  aigbt.  A^  lk^  ir«M 
fed  In  the  Mune  manner  with  the  crew,  and  were  oftea  iodaU 
gad  wkh  braady,  whioh  thejr  Mihed  anmlyUftMth  it  did 
nafcywir  at  first  thAt  they  were  macK  diieatiified  with  thik 
iitaiNU(Ui<  The  master  took  the  Indian  on  jitoie  wbia  U» 
want  to  ihoot^  and  he  leemed  alwavs  «iudi  dd^^ited  on 
seeing  the  game  ldli«d*  The  crew  also  treated  theai  wif*l 
great  hnmaniM }  but  it  wr  soon  iqiparenly  thon|^  the  wo^ 
man  continued  easy  and  cheerful,  that  the  man  grew  ponaife 
and  discontented  at  his  .Mmfinemoit.  He  seemed  to  ha\  3 
good  natural  parts,  sad  thr«u^  interly  unable  to  convane 
with  our  peopfe  oUierwise  thim  by  signs^  was  yet  veiy  aaii* 
otts  and  intynisitive^  and  showed  gr«^t  demteH^  in  Ut  amit^ 
aerofmakmghinuelfundeirstooo.  Seeing  so  ftwpeopla  on 
board  so  hurge  a  ship^  he  seemed  to  express  liia  opulioa  that 
they  had  ortce  been  more  numerous,  and,  by  way  o^  repre- 
senting what  he  imagined  had  become  of  their  tompacions, 
he  liid  himself  on  the  deck,  closmg  his  crves,  and  stretching 
himself  out  motionless,  as  if  to  imitate  the  appearance  of  a 
dead  body. 

The  strcmgest  proo^  if  his  sagacity  was  the  mannar  of  his 
gettina  away.  Ak  .aving  been  on  board  the  ijina  for 
ei^t  aay%  the  scuttle  of  the  forecastle  where  be  and  bis  fa^ 
miiy  were  locked  up,4tirery  night,  happened  to  bo  left  nonailed, 
ana  on  the  foUowinc  night,  whioh  was  extfemdy  dtuk  and 
stcrmyi  he  omtriTed  to  oouTcy  his  wife  and  childrea  ijbroogh 
the  scuttle  and  then  over  the  ship's  Side  into  the  ^w^  imd 
iamiediately  roWed  on  shore  using  the  precautico  to  cut 
away  the  long-boat  and  bis  own  pedaoua,  which  were  towf'j# 
asCami  to  prevent  being  pursued,  lie  conducted  all  thu 
with  so  much  silrace  and  secrecv,  that,  thoiwh  there  was  a 
wittbh  <^  the  quarter-deck  with  loaded  arms,  he  was  not  dis- 
aavered  har  them  till  the  noise  of  his  oars  in  the  watei^  0ive 
BMice  of  bis  escape,  after  he  had  put  off  from  theship»  wImd 
itk  Was  too  late  either  to  prevent  olr  pursue  him.  Besidce  m 
thdr  bdats  were  all  adri%  it  was  some  time  before  they  omdd 
contrive  die  means  of  oetting  on  shore  to jMarch  for  their 
boats*  By  this  effort,  besides  regaining  his^liberty,  tha  In- 
dian was  in  soma  ineasure  revenged  cm  those  who  h#d  con- 
fined ban,  both  )ay  the  perple»^  th^  were  in  for  the  loaa  of 
tfieir  boatai  and  by  the  terror  occasicmed  by  bis  departure  | 
t.,^:v  .         for^ 
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for,  on  Um  Int  Idana  of  Uie  wat^,  who  criadt  ^  SM 
am/* UMwbola crow wert in  the utmoiit confiiiioni bdHlriai 
that'  tho  j^  had  bcm  boarded  by  a  whole  fl^  of  ivnifd 


Bid  the  troiolution  and  lagadty  with  which  this  IiidiaB 
bahanrfld  on  thia  oocaaion,  boon'  ex«rted  on  a  more  exttnifem 
«l[|«rt»;it  might  have  immortalized  tho  exfdoit,  and  giveii 
him* vliikamong the iUttatrioua  namcfl  of  adti^ty.  Um 
people  dCth«/Ann%  indeed^  allowed  thatitwai>«ino&aaUan* 
enterprJMi  and  were  jpppieired  at  haTing'tfaui  boan  nnoer  tho 
neoaaailjr  /rom  attention  to  idieir  owhaafety^  to  abridge  the 
liberty,  ofl  one  who  had  now  givon  ao  distinguished  a  proof  of 
courage  and  priidenc^e.  Aa  he  wa4  u|^ofl«l  still  to  continno 
in  tbevwoods  near  the  por|t»  whieore  he  mttht  auffer  Imr  want 
of  proiriaions,.  they  eauly  prevailed  on  toe  master  to  leave 
a  oqantit^  of  such  tooduji  they  thought  would  be  most  agreo* 
abiiB  to  hiqiin.  a  {ria<»  where  he  was  Jikekr  to  find  itt  toad 
tlieroiiiias  jreason  to  believe. this  was  not  idtogether  without 
its  uae^;^r»  on  visiting  the  place  afterwards,  the  provisiona 
were  gone,;  and  in  a  manner  that  miwie  thorn  conclude  they 
hikd  iiuien  intp  his  hands. . 

Although  many  of  the  crew  of  the  Anna  believed  that  tblo 
Indian -atui  continued  in  the  neighbourhood^  there  wereabme 
who  strongly  suspected  he  might  havO  gone  off  to  the  island; 
of  Chilo^  whero  they  feared  he  would  alarm  the  l^paniards,' 
and  would  soon  return  with  a  force  sufficient  to  surprise  or 
overpower  the  Anna.  The  master  was  therefore  prevailed 
upon  to  discontinue  firing  the  evening  gun,  and  tnere  ia  a> 
particular  reason  for  attending  to  this  ciyeumstance^  to'b(|v 
explained  hereafter;  for  he  had  hitheHo^  from  an  ostenttlii# 
tious  imitation  of  the  moi-of-war,  fired  a  guii  every  evaiiog 
at  setting  the  ni^t  watch.  This,  as  he  pretended,  was  to 
awe  the  enen^,  if  there  were  any  within  hearing,  andtocon^rf 
vince  them  that  hb  ship  was  alwavs  on  her  guard.  Tbo 
crew  being  now  well  mreshed,  and  their  wood  and  wat«ii 
sufficient^  rqplenidied,  he  put  to  sea  a  few  days  after  ||i# 
escape  of  the  Indian,  and  had  a  fortonate  passage  to  tllft 
rendezvous  at  Juan  Fernandez,  where  he  arrived  on  the  16^ 
of  August,  as  already  mentioned.  > 

The  remaining  ships  of  the  squadron,  npne  of  which  r^^-- 
joined  the  commodore,  were  the  Severn^  Pearl, 'and  Wageiy 
of  the;  fato  of  which  it  may  beprc^er  to  make  riflention* '  ^0 
Severn,  and  Pearl  parted  company  from;  the  commodore  off 
,'i-  <t  Cape 
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Cape  Voir;  and,  as  weaftenrardi  learn^  put  back  to  BraiiL 
The  Wager  had  on  board  a  few.fidd-pieoeif  and  some  coe- 
bom-nlortan,  mounted  for  land  lervic^  with  several  kinds 
of  artillery  ttorei  and  pioneers  tools^  intended /or  operations 
on  shore.  And,  as  an  enterprise  had  tteea  planned  agmnst 
Qakiivia,  for  the  first  operation  of  the  squadron,  Captain 
Cheap  was  extremely  solicitous  that  these  articles  might  be 
forthcoming,  and  determined  to  use  his  endearours  for  that 
purpose  tnuBt  no  delay  or  disappointment  might  be  imputed 
to  him,  not  knowing  the  state  the  squadron  was  reduced  to. 
While  making  the  best  of  his  way,  with  these  views,  to  the 
first  i^ipointed  rendezvous,  ofFSocoro,  whence  he  proposed 
to  proceed  for  Baldivia,  the  Wager  made  the  land  on  the 
14th  of  May,  about  the  latitude  <?  47*  S.  and  while  Captain 
Cheap  was  exerting  himself  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  land, 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  down  the  after-ladder,  by  which 
he  dislocated  his  shoulder,  and  was  rendered  incapable  of 
acting.  This  accident,  together  with  the  crazy  condition  of 
the  ship,  which  was  little  better  than  a  wreck,  prevented  her 
from  getting  ofF  to  sea,  and  entangled  her  more  and  more 
with  the  land ;  insomuch,  that  at  day-break  next  morning, 
the  15th  May,  she  struck  on  a  sunken  rock,  and  soon  after- 
wards bikred,  and  grounded  between  two  small  islands,  about 
musket-shot  from  the  shore. 

In  this  situation  the  ship  continued  entire  a  long  time,  so 
that  all  the  crew  might  have  got  safe  on  shore.  But  a  gene- 
ra! confusion  ensued ;  many  of  them,  instead  of  consulting 
their  safety,  or  reflecting  on  their  calamitous  condition,  fell 
to  pillaging  the  ship,  Arming  them8elve<«  with  the  first  wea- 
pons that  came  to  hand,  ami  threatening  to  murder  all  who 
should  oppose  their  proceedings.  This  frenzy  was  greatly 
heightened  by  the  liquora  they  tbimd  on  board,  with  which 
they  made  themselves  so  excessively  intoxicated,  that  some 
fell  down  into  the  hold,  where  they  were  drowned,  as  the  wa- 
ter flowed  into  the  wreck.  Having  done  bis  utmost,  inct- 
fectually,  to  get  the  whole  crew  on  shore,  the  captain  was  nt 
last  obliged  to  leave  the  mutineers  behind,  and  to  follow  his 
ofiiccrs  qn  shore,  with  such  few  men  as  he  could  prevail  upon 
to  accooipauy  him ;  but  did  not  fail  to  send  back  the  boats, 
with  a  message  to  those  who  remained,  entreating  them  to 
have  some  regard  to  their  own  preservation.  All  his  cfi'orts, 
however,  were  for  some  time  in  vain;  but  next  day,  the  wea- 
ther proving  stormy,  and  there  being  great  danger  of  the 
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fthip  going  to  pi^cei,  the  refractory  part  of  the  crew  beMO  to 
be  atrad  of  periihuig,  and  M^re  ^Irous  of  gettina  to  land  i 
and»  ih  their  madneit,  as  the  boat  did  not  come  to  nteh  them 
off  lo  loon  as  they  wished,  Uiey  pointed  a  fenr-pounder  ftooi 
.  Ilie  qnarter>deck,  against  the  but  in  whkh  the  captain  re- 
sided on  shore,  and  fired  two  shots,  Mihich  passed  jost  over 
itsroofi 

From  this  specimen  of  the  behationr  of  part  <^the  ereWf 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  disorder  and  anarchy  which 
prevailed  ithen  they  at  length  ffot  aU  on  shore.  For  the  men 
conceived  that  the  authority  of  their  officers  was  at  an  etidf 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  ship ;  and,  as  they  weie  now 
upon  an  inhospitable  coast,  where  searcelv  any  other  provi- 
sions could  be  got  beyond  what  could  be  saved  from  the 
wreck,  this  was  another  insurmountable  source  of  discord : 
$>r  the  working  upon  the  wreck,  and  securing  the  provisions 
0n  shore,  so  wat  they  might  be  preserved  as  much  as  pos- 
sible for  ftttnre  exigencies,  and  that  thev  might  be  sparingly 
and  equally  distributed  for  present  subsistence,  were  matters* 
however  important,  that  could  not  be  brought  about  unless 
by  means  of  discipline  and  subordination.  At  the  same  tirae* 
the  mudnous  disposition  of  the  people^  stimulated  by  the  im« 
mediate  impulses  of  hunger,  rendered  every  regulation  at- 
tempted for  these  indispensable  purposes,  quite  unavailine ;  so 
that  there  were  continual  frauds,  concealments,  and  thefts, 
which  animated  every  one  against  his  neighbour^  and  produ- 
ced infinite  contentions  and  perpetual  quarrels.  Hence  a 
perverse  and  malevolent  disposition  was  constantly  kept  up 
among  them,  which  rendered  them  utterly  ungovernable. 

Besides  these  heart-burnings,  occasioned  by  petulance  and 
hunger,  there  was  another  important  point  which  set  the 
greatest  part  of  the  people  at  variance  with  the  captain.  This 
was  thei^  difference  in  opinion  from  him,  on  the  measures 
proper  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  emergency ;  for  the  cap- 
tain was  determined,  if  possible,  to  fit  out  the  boats  in  the 
best  manner  he  could,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to  the 
northward,  as,  having  above  two  hundred  men  in  health, 
and  having  saved  some  fire-arms  and  ammunition  firom  the 
wreck,  he  nad  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  master  any  Spanish, 
vessel  they  might  fall  in  with  in  these  seas,  and  he  thought 
that  he  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  one  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Chiloe  or  Baldivia,  in  which,  when  taken,  ne  pro- 
posed to  proceed  to  the  rendezvous  at  Juan  Fernandez.    He 
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dio  intiitod,  should  they  efen  mtet  with  no  priie  by  the  w«y^ 
thai  th«  boats  alone  could  easily  carry  them  to  Juan  Fernan* 
del.  But  this  scheme^  however  prudent  and  practltabie,  waa 
by  no  means  relished  by  the  generality  of  the  people;  for, 
quite  Jaded  and  disgusted  with  the  fatigues^  dangers,  and  dis- 
tresses they  had  already  encountered,  they  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  prosecute  an  entcrpriae  which  had  hitherto  proved 
so  disastrous.  The  common  resolution,  therefore,  was  to 
lengthen  the  loug>boat,  and,  with  her  and  the  other  bbats» 
to  steer  to  the  southwards,  to  pass  through  the  Straits  of  M»> 
gellan,  and  to  range  along  the  eastern  const  of  South  Ameri- 
ca, till  they  came  to  Braxi),  where  they  had  no  doubt  of 
being  well  received,  and  procuring  a  passage  to  Britain. 

This  project  was  evidently  a  vast  deal  more  tedious,  and 
infinitely  more  hazardous,  than  that  proposed  by  tlie  cap- 
tain; but,  as  it  had  the  air  of  returning  home,  and  flattered 
them  with  the  hope  of  getting  once  mure  to  their  native 
country,  that  circumstance  rendered  th^m  blind  to  all  its  in* 
conveniences,  and  made  them  adhere  to  it  with  insurmount- 
able obstinacy^  The  captain  was  therefore  obliged  to  give 
way  to  the  torrent,  though  he  never  changed  his  opinion, 
and  had,  in  appearance,  to  acquiesce  in  this  resolution,  though 
he  save  it  all  tne  obstruction  he  could,  particularly  inrecard 
to  teogthening  the  long-boat,  which  he  contrived  should  be 
of  such  a  size,  as,  though  it  might  carry  them  to  Juan  Fer* 
nandez,  he  yet  hoped  might  appear  incapable  of  so  long  a 
navigation  as  that  to  the  coast  of  Brazil.  But  the  captain, 
by  his  steady  opposition  at  first  to  this  favourite  project,  had 
much  embittered  the  people  against  him,  to  which,  also,  the 
following  unhappy  accident  greatly  contributed. 

A  midshipman,  named  Cozens,  had  appeared  the  foremost 
in  all  the  refractory  proceedings  of  the  crew,  hod  invol- 
ved himself  in  brawls  with  most  of  the  ofiicers  who  had  ad- 
hered to  the  authority  of  the  captain,  and  had  even  treated 
the  captain  himself  with  much  insolence  and  abuse.  As  hia 
turbulence  and  brutality  grew  everv  day  more  and  more  in- 
tolerable, it  was  not  in  the  least  doubted  that  some  violent 
measures  were  in  agitation,  in  which  Cozens  was  engaged  as 
th6  Mngleader ;  for  which  reason  the  captaui,  and  those  about 
him,  constantly  kept  themselves  on  their  guard.  One  day 
the  purser  havmg  stopped,  by  order  of  the  captain,  the  al- 
lowance of  a  fellow  who  would  not  work.  Cozens,  though  the 
man  had  not  complained  to  him;  intermeddled  in  the  afiair 
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with  oreat  bittomcM,  and  groMly  iniulted  the  portert  who 
WM  then  delivering  out  the  provisions  close  bv  tne  ceptain'e 
tent,  and  wm  himself  suffioiently  violent.  Enraged  by  hie 
scurrility,  and  perhaps  piqued  by  former  quarrels,  the  pur- 
ser crira  out,  A  mutiny  t  adding,  tlu  doff  ha$  jkitotit  and 
then  immediately  fired  himself  a  pistol  at  Cozens,  but  missed 
him.  Ob  hearing  this  outcrv,  and  the  report  of  the  pistol, 
the  captfiin  rushed  out  from  his  tent,  ana  not  doubting  that 
it  had  been  fired  by  Coaens  as  the  eommenoeasent  of  a  mu- 
tiny, immediately  shot  him  in  the  head  without  farther  en- 
qniry.  Though  he  did  not  die  on  the  spot,  the  wound  pro- 
ved mortal  in  about  a  fortnight. 

Though  this  accident  was  sufficiently  displeasing  tQ  the 
people,  It  yet  awed  them  for  a  considerable  time  to  their 
duty,  and  rendered  them  more  submissive  to  the  authority 
of  the  captain.  But  at  last,  towards  the  middle  of  Octobor, 
when, the  long-boat  was  finished,  and  they  were  preparing  to 
put  to  sea,  the  additional  provocation  given  them,  by  covertly 
traversing  their  project  of  proceeding  throuah  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  and  their  fears  that  he  might  at  ^ngth  engage  a 
»ufflcieut  party  to  overturn  this  favourite  measure,  made 
them  resolve  to  take  advantage  of  the  death  of  G)zens  aa  a 
reason  for  depriving  him  of  his  command,  under  pretence  of 
carrying  him  a  prisoner  to  England  to  be  tried  for  murder, 
and  he  was  accordingly  confined  under  a  guard.  Yet  they 
never  meant  to  carry  him  with  them,  as  they  too  well  knew 
what  they  might  expect  on  their  return  to  England,  if  their 
commander  snould  be  present  to  confront  them ;  and  there- 
fore, when  just  ready  to  depart,  they  set  him  at  liberty,  Ica^ 
ving  him,  and  the  few  who  chose  to  take  their  fortunes  along 
with  him,  no  other  embarkation  but  the  yawl,  to  which  the 
barge  was' afterwards  added,  by  the  people  on  board  her 
being  prevailed  upon  to  turn  back. 

When  the  ship  was  wrecked,  there  were  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  persons  olive  on  board  {  above  thirty  of  whom 
died  on  the  place  where  they  landed*  and  nearly  eight  went 
off  in  the  long-boat  and  cutter  to  the*bouthward ;  after  whose 
departure,  there  remained  no  more  than  nineteen  persona 
along  with  the  captain,  which  were  as  many,  however,  ai  the 
barge  and  yawl  could  well  caiTy,  these  being  the  only  em- 
barkations left  them.  It  was  on  the  13th  of  October,  five 
months  after  the  shipwreck,  that  the  long-boat,  converted 
into  a  schooner,  weighed  and  sailed  to  the  southwards,  jgi- 
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▼log  three  cheers  at  Uielr  dmarture  to  the  e«pt«fai  andmo- 
tenant  Hamilton  of  the  lano-forcet,  and  the  luraeon,  ^ho 
were  then  atanidlnfr  on  the  beach.  On  ihp  89th  w  Januarr, 
174f»  thej  arrived  At  Rio  Grande,  on  the  coait  of  Bratu; 
but  haYing«  by  varioui  accidents,  left  about  twen^  of  their 
peqyle  on  shore  at  the  diflerent  placet  where  they  touchect 
and  a  still  oreater  number  having  perished  of  famine  in  the 
course  of  their  navigatimi,  there  were  not  more  than  thiri^ 
of  them  remaini-jg,  when  they  arrived  at  that  port  Thisun<^ 
dertaking  was  certainly  most  extraordinary  in  itsdf ;  for,  noi 
to  mentton  the  great  leneth  of  the  voyage,  die  vessd  wm 
scarcely  able  to  contain  the  number  that' first  put  to  sea  in 
her;  and  their  stock  of  proviiions,  beinp-  only  w)>at  they  t%» 
red  from  the  ship,  diminished  by  five  mc;:ths  «c(>eQditure  on 
shore,  was  extremely  slender.  They  had  also  this  a^Ctitidhal 
misfortune,  that  the  cutter,  the  only  boat  they  had  along 
with  them,  broke  loose  from  their  stern,  <  <id  wal  -^aved  to 

Eieces,  so  that,  when  their  provisions  and  water  failed,  the; 
ad  frequently.no  means  of  getting  on  shore  in  search  of  k 
supply. 

The  captain  and  those  who  remained  with  him.  :'>vr  pro^ 
posed  to  proceed  to  the  northward  in  the  barge  auc  yawl ; 
but  the  weather  was  so  bad,  and  the  difficulty  oi  subsisting 
so  great,  that  it  was  two  months  after  the  departure  of  the 
long  boat,  before  they  were  able  to  put  to  sea.  It  seems  that 
the  place  where  the  Wager  was  lost,  was  not  a  part  of  the 
continent,  but  an  island  at  some  distance  from  the  main,  af- 
fording  no  other  sort  of  provisions  besides  shellriish,  and  a 
few  herbs;  and,  as  the  greatest  part  of  what  they  had  saved 
out  of  the  wreck  had  been  carried  off  in  the  long-boat,  the 
captain  and  his  people  were  often  in  extreme  want  of  food, 
especially  as  th^  chose  to  preserve  what  little  remaineil  to 
them  ot  the  ship's  provisions,  to  serve  them  as  sea-store, 
when  th^  should  proceed  to  the  n(  ~ thward.  During  their 
residence  at  this  place,  which  was  -j''  d  Wager  Island  by 
the  seamen,  they  were  now  and  then  visited  by  a  strasgling 
canoe  or  two  of  Indians,  who  came  and  bartered  their  fisn 
and  other  provisions  with  our  people.  This  was  some  little 
relief  to  their  necessities,  and  m|gh(  perhaps  have  been 
greater  at  another  seasoa ;  for  there  were  several  Indiaa 
huts  on  the  shore,  whence  it  was  supposed  that,  iii  some 

J  ears,  many  of  these  savages  might  reuort  thither  in  the 
eight  of  summer,  to  catch  fish.    Indeed,  from  what  ha» 
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bMn  related  in  the  account  of  tbd  Anna  pink,  it  would  flceni 
to  tbe  the  general  practice  of  t^'ese  Indians,  to  frequent  thii 
coast  in  ^e  summer  season,  ior  the  purpose  of  fishing,  and 
to  retire  more  to  the  northwards  in  winter,  into  a  b<rtter  cli- 
mate. 

|t  is  worthy  of  remark,  how  much  it  is  to  be  lamented 
|hat  the  people  of  the  Wager  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Annii 
pink  being  so  near  them  on  the  coast  i^  for,  as  she  was  not 
^bove  thirty  leagues  from  them  at  the  mosl^  and  came  into 
that  neighbourhood  about  the  same  time  that  the  Wager  wat 
jost,  imd  was  a  fine  roomy  ship,  she  could  easily  have  taken 
them  all  on  board,  and  have  carried  them  to  Juan  Feman-r 
dez.  Indeed,  I  suspect  that  she  was  still  nearer  them  than 
is  here  estimated ;  for,  at  different  times,  several  of  th« 
people  belonging  to  the  Wager  heard  the  report  of  a  can- 
non, which  could  be  no  other  than  the  evening  gun  fired  by 
the  Anna^  as  formerly  mentioned,  more  especially  as  the  gun 
heard  at  Wafer  Island  was  at  that  time  or  the  day, 

Captain  Cheap  and  his  people  embarked  in  the  barge  and 
yawl,  on  the  14tn  of  December,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
Qorthward,  taking  on  board  along  with  them  all  the  provi- 
sions they  could  gatlier  from  the  wreck  of  the  ship ;  but  they 
liad  scarcely  been  an  hour  at  sea,  when  the  wind  began  to 
blow  hard,  and  the  sea  to  run  so  high,  that  they  were  obli- 
ged to  throw  the  greatest  part  of  their  provisions  overboard, 
to  avoid  immediate  destruction.  This  was  a  terrible  misfor- 
tune, in  a  part  of  the  world  where  food  was  so  difficult  to  be 
got ;  yet  they  persisted  in  their  design,  going  on  shore  as  of-  . 
ten  as  they  could,  in  search  of  subsistence.  About  a  fort- 
night after  their  departure  from  Waffer  island^  another 
dreadful  accident  befel  them,  as  the  yawl  sunk  at  an  anchor, 
and  one  of  her  hands  was  drowned ;  and,  as  the  barge  was 
incapable  of  carrying  the  whole  company,  they  were  reduced 
to  the  hard  necessity  of  leaving  four  marmes  behind  them,  on 
that  desolate  coast.  They  stiTi,  however,  kept  their  course 
to  the  northward;  though  greatly  delayed  by  cross  winds, 
and  by  the  fircquent  interruptions  occasioned  by  the  neces- 
sity 

-  f>  ' 

*  Inchin  island,  where  the  Anna  pink  lay,  has  been  formerly  stated  to 
be  in  lat  46°  3(/  S.  the  supposed  latitude  in  which  the  Wager  was  lost, 
stated  in  the  text  at  47°  S.  is  only  ten  marine  leagues  to  the  southwanl, 
instead  of  thirty,  and  must  therefore  have  beeA  on  some  one  of  the  is* 
lands  toward  the  southern  coast  of  the  peninsula  de  Trea  MoDte8,.on  tb^ 
aoi'tb  of  the  Golfo  de  Fenas<-'£» 
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i||ty  of  searching  for  food  on  slipri^  and  constantly  strugcUng 
with  a  series  otthe  ^ost  siniirtfr  events.  At  length  about, 
^e  end  of  Janiary,  1742,  Having  made  three  unsuccessful 
atte^ipts  to  double  a  hc^-]aiad|  which  they  supposed  tp  be 
^atv^led  Cape  7f<«  pontes  by  the  Spaniards,  and  finding 
ttie  difficulty  insurmountable}  they  unanimously  resolved  ^to 
zwtum  to  Wager  Island,  which  they  effected  about  the  mid- 
dle of  February,  ^uite  disheartened  and  desponding,  through 
their  reiterated  disappointments,  and  almost  periuiing  with 
hunger  and  fatigue. 

On  their  return,  they  had  the  apod  fortune  to  fall  in  with 
several  pieces  of  beef,  swimming  in  the  sea,  which  had  been 
washed  out  of  the  wreck,  which  afforded  them  a  most  sea- 
sonable relief  ailer  the  hardships  they  had  endured.  To 
complete  their  good  fortune,  there  came  shortly  afterwards 
to  the  place  two  canoes  with  Indians,  among  whom  there 
happened  to  be  a  native  of  Chiloe,  who  spoke  a  little  Spa- 
nish.  The  surgeon  who  accompanied  Captain  Cheap  un- 
derstood that  language,  and  made  a  bargain  witli  the  Chiloe 
Indian,  that,  if  he  would  carry  the  captain  and  his  people  in 
the  barge  to  Chiloe,  he  should  have  her  and  all  her  fucpituret 
for  his  reward.  Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  March,  the  ele- 
ven persons,  to  which  the  company  was  now  reduced,  ein- 
bai^ked  again  in  the  barge  on  tliis  new  expedition.  After 
havinj;  proceeded  a  few  days,  the  captain  and  four  of  hii 
principal  oflBcers  being  on  shore,  the  six,  who  remained  in 
the  barge  along  with  an  Indian,  sWed  her  off  and  put  to 
and  never  returned  again. 


sea, 


Captain  Cheap,  together  with  Mr  Hamilton,  lieutenant 
of  marines,  the  honourable  Mr  Byron  and  Mr  Campbell, 
midshipmen,  and  Mr  Elliot,  the  surgeon,  were  thus  left 
on  shore  in  the  most  deplorable  situation  imaginable.  It 
might  be  thought  that  their  distresses,  long  before  this  time, 
were  hardly  capable  of  being  increased :  Yet  they  found 
their  present  situation  much  more  dismaying  than  any  thing 
they  had  hitherto  experienced ;  being  left  on  a  desert  coast, 
&r  from  the  haunts  of  men,  without  provisions,  or  the  means 
of  procuring  any,  and  with  no  visible  prospect  of  relief }  for 
their  arms  and  ammunition,  and  every  convenience  that  had 
hitherto  remained  to  them,  except  the  few  tattered  garments 
they  had  on,  were  all  carried  away  in  the  barge.  While  re- 
volving the  various  circumstances  of  this  new  and  unlopked- 
for  cahunity,  and  sadly  persuaded  that  they  had  no  possible 
.;-.>:%      '    ■*■  ^  w>'":'  '"  relief 
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relief  to  hope  for,  they  perceived  a  canoe  at  a  distance,  whidi' 
proved  to  be  that  belonging  to  the  Indian  of  Chilo^  who  had 
undertaken  to  convey  l£em  to  that  island.  He  it  seems  had 
left  Captain  Cheap  and  his  people^  only  a  little  before,  to  go 
a  fishing  in  his  canoe»  accompanied  by  his  family,  leaving 
the  barge  in  the  mean  time  under  the  care  of  the  other  In- 
dian, ivhom  the  sailors  had  carried  with  them  to  sea.  Whei|~ 
he  came  on  shore,  and  found  the  barge  and  his  companion' 
gone,  he  was  much  concerned,  and  was  with  difficult  per- 
suaded that  his  companion  had  not  been  murdered;  yet,  be- 
ing at  last  satisfied  with  the  account  that  was  given  him  by 
"M^  Elliot,  he  still  undertook  to  carry  then  to  the  Spanish 
settlemenis,  and,  being  well  skilled  in  fishing  and  fowhng,  he 
undertook  also  to  provide  them  in  provisions  by  the  way. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Captain  Cheap  and  his  four 
remaining  companions  set  out  for  Chiloe ;  their  Indian  con- 
ductor having  provided  several  canoes,  and  gathered  many 
of  his  countrymen  together  for  that  purpose.  Mr  Elliot,  the 
surgedn,  soon  afterwards  died,  so  that  there  now  only  riemain- 
ed  rour  of  the  whole  company.  At  last,  after  a  very  complica- 
ted passage^  partly  by  sea  and  partly  by  land.  Captain  Cheap, 
Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  Campbell,  arnved  at  the  island  of  Chi- 
loe, where  they  were  received  by  the  Spaniards  with  great 
humanity;  but,  on  account  of  some  quarrel  among  the  In- 
dians, Mr  Hamilton  did  not  get  there  till  two  months  later. 
It  was  thus  above  a  twelvemonth,  from  the  loss  of  the  Wager, 
before  this  fatiguing  per^rination  terminated.  The  four 
who  now  remained  were  brought  so  extremely  low,  by  their 
fatigueb  and  privations,  that  in  all  probability  none  oi  them 
would  have  survived,  had  their  distresses  continued  only  a 
few  days  longer.  The  captain  was  with  difficulty  recovered  j 
and  the  rest  were  so  reduced  by  labour,  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  scantiness  of  food,  ancf  want  of  all  kinds  of  necessa- 
ries, that  it  was  wonderful  how  they  had  supported  them- 
selves so  long. 

After  some  stay  at  Chiloe,  the  captain  and  the  other  three 
who  were  with  him,  were  sent  to  Valparaiso,  and  thence  to 
St  Jn^o,  the  capital  of  Chili,  where  they  continued  above  a 
year^  and  where  they  were  joined  by  Mr  Hamilton.  News 
arriving  that  a  cartel  had  been  settled  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  Captain  Cheap,  Mr  Byron,  and  Mr  Hamilton, 
were  permitted  to  return  to  Europe  in  a  French  ship.  Mr 
Campbell,  the  other  midshipman,  having  changed  his  reli- 
'^:^-%-  •;/  .     ---  •  gion, 
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gion  while  at  St  Jago,  chose  to  go  from  thenee  to  Baenos 
A^TCfl  along  with  Pizarro  and  his  officers,  overland,  and  went 
with  them  afterwards  to  Spain  in  the  Asia :  But  failing  in  his 
endeavours  to  procure  a  commission  from  the  court  oTSpain, 
he  returned  to  England,  and  attempted  in  vain  to  get  re-in- 
stated in  the  British  navy.  He  has  since  published  a  narra- 
tion of  his  adventures,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  injustice 
that  has  been  done  him,  and  strongly  disavows  having  ever 
been  in  the  Spanish  service;  but,  as  the  change  of  his  reli- 
gion, and  his  offering  himself  to  the  court  of  Spain,  though 
he  was  not  accepted,  are  matters  which  he  must  be  conscious 
can  be  incontestibly  proved,  he  h«s  been  entirely  silent  on 
these  two  heads,' 
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Conclusion  of  Proceedings  at  Juan  Fernandez,  from  Ihe  Ar- 
rival vf  the  Anna  Pink,  to  our  final  Departure  Jrom 
*  thence. 

About  a  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  Anna  pink,  the 
Tryfd  sloop,  which  had  been  sent  to  examine  the  island  of 
Maseftiero,  returned  to  an  anchor  at  Juan  Fernandez,  ha- 
ving gone  entirely  round  that  island,  without  seeing  any  one 
of  our  squadron.  As,  on  this  occasion,  the  island  of  Mase- 
fuero  was  more  particularity  examined,  I  have  no  doubt,  than 
it  had  ever  been  before,  or  perhaps  ever  may  be  again,  and, 
as  the  knowledge  of  it  may  be  of  great  consequence  hereaf- 
ter, under  peculiar  circumstances,  I  think  it  incumbent  to 
insert  the  accounts  given  of  it  by  the  officers  of  the  Tryal.    • 

The  Spaniards  have  generally  mentioned  two  islands,  un- 
der the  name  of  Juan  Fernandez,  naming  them  the  greater 
and  the  less ;  *  the  greater  being  that  island  where  we  an- 
chored, 

'  The  circumstances  connected  with  the  loss  of  the  Wager,  and  of  the 
separatiou  of  the  Severn  and  tlie  Pear),  will  be  given  more  at  large,  by  way 
pf  supplement  to  this  circumnavigation.  The  incidents  which  occur  to  bol^ 
and  unfortunate  navigators  are  certainly  curious  and  interesting ;  but  the 
author  of  Anson's  Voyage  seems  to  have  forgotten,  that  the  circumstancec 
respecting  the  countries  they  visited,  especially  such  as  these  which  are  so 
little  known,  are  of  infinitely  greater  public  utility. — E. 

'  They  also  distinguisli  tlie  greater  by  the  name  of  Isla  de  Tierra,  as  be- 
ing nearer  the  main  land  of  Chili.  There  is  yet  a  third  and  smallest  island. 
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choredi  and  the  less  that  we  are  now  about  to  desoribc ;  which , 
because  it  is  more  distant  from  the  cominent,  they  call  Ma- 
sefucro.  The  Tiyal  found  uiat  it  bore  from  the  greater 
Juan  Fernandez,  W.  by  S.  about  twenty-two  leagues  distant. 
It  is  much  larger  and  better  than  has  been  usually  repre* 
sented,  being  reported  by  former  writers  as  a  small  barren 
rocky  d<?'^ritute  of  wood  and  water,  and  altogether  inaccessi- 
jble.  'Whereas  our  people  found  that  it  was  covered  with 
trees,  »  id  ti^at  there  were  several  fine  falls  of  water  pourinjg^ 
down  it*  sLtes  into  the  sea.  They  found,  also,  that  there  is 
a  place  on  its  north  side,  where  a  ship  might  come  to  an  an* 
chor,  though  indeed  the  anchorage  be  inconvenient;  for  the 
bank  is  steep,  and  extends  only  a  little  way,  and  has  very 
deep  water,  so  that  she  must  anchor  very  near  the  shore,  and 
be  there  exposed  to  all  winds,  except  those  from  the  south- 
ward. Besides  the  inconvenience  of  the  anchorage,  there  is 
also  a  reef  of  rocks,  about  two  miles  in  length,  running  off 
the  eastern  point  of  the  island,  though  these  are  little  to  be 
feared,  because  always  to  be  seen,  by  the  sea  breaking  over 
them.  This  island  has  at  present  one  advantage  beyond 
Juan  Fernandez,  as  it  abounds  in  goats;  and  as  these  are  not 
accustomed  to  be  disturbed,  they  were  no  way  shy  till  they 
had  been  frequently  fired  at.  These  animals  reside  here  in 
great  tranquillity,  as  the  Spaniards,  not  thinking  this  island 
sufficientlv  considerable  to  be  frequented  by  their  enemies, 
have  not  been  solicitous  to  destroy  the  provisions  it  contains* 
so  that  no  dogs  have  hitherto  been  put  on  shore  there.  Be- 
sides coats,  the  people  of  the  Tryal  found  there  vast  numbers 
of  seak  and  tea  lions;  and  upon  the  whole,  though  they  did 
not  consider  it  as  the  most  eligible  place  for  ships  to  refresh 
at,  yet,  in  case  of  necessity,  it  might  afford  some  sort  of 
shelter,  and  prove  of  considerable  use,  especially  to  a  single 
ship,  apprehensive  of  meeting  an  enemy  at  Juan  Fernan- 
dez. 

The  latter  end  of  the  month  of  December  was  spent  in  un- 
loading the  provisions  from  th'i  Anna  pink ;  when  we  had 
the  mortification  to  find,  that  great  quantities  of  our  provi- 
sions, as  bread,  rice,  groats,  &c.  were  decayed  and  unfit  for 
use.  This  had  been  occasioned  by  the  Anna  taking  in  wa- 
ter, by  her  working  and  straining  in  bad  weather ;  owing  to 
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which  several  of  heif  caskii  had  rotted»  and  many  of  her  bass 
were  soaked  through.  Having  now  no  farther  occasion  for 
her  services,  the  commqidore,  pursuant  to  his  orders  from  the 
0daiiraIty»  sent  notice  to  her  master,  Mr  Gerard,  that  he  now 
discharged  the'Anna  pink  from  attending  the  squadron,  and 
save  him  a  certificate  at  the  same  time,  specifying  how  long 
s«ie  had  been  employed.  In  consequence  of  this  dismission, 
her  master  was  left;  at  liberty,  either  to  return  directly  to 
England,  or  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  any  port  where 
he  thought  he  could  take  in  such  a  cargo  as  might  serve  the 
interest  of  his  owners.  But,  sensible  of  the  bad  condition  of 
bis  ship,  and  her  unfitness  for  any  such  voyage,  the  master 
wrote  next  day  to  the  commodore,  stating,  that  he  had  reap> 
•on  to  apprehend  the  bottom  of  the  Anna  to  be  very  much 
decayed,  from  the  great  quantity  of  water  she  had  let  in  on 
her  passage  round  Cape  Horn,  and  ever  since,  in  the  tem- 
pestuous weather  she  had  experienced  on  the  coast  of  Pat»> 
gonia ;  that  her  upper  decks  were  rotten  abaft ;  that  she  was 
extremely  leaky;  that  her  fore-beam  was  broken;  and,  JQ 
short,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  with 
her  to  sea,  unless  she  were  thoroughly  repaired.  He  there- 
fore requested  of  the  commodore,  that  the  carpenters  of  the 
squadron  might  be  directed  to  survey  her,  so  that  their  judg- 
ment of  her.  condition  might  be  known. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  carpenters  were  or- 
dered to  make  a  careful  and  accurate  survey  of  the  Anna, 
and  to  give  in  a  faithful  report  to  the  commodore  of  her  con- 
dition ;  directing  them  to  proceed  with  such  circumspection, 
that  they  might  be  able,  if  hereafter  called  upon,  to  confirni 
the  veracity  of  their  report  upon  oath.  Pursuant  to  these 
orders,  the  carpenters  immediately  set  about  the  exaoiina- 
tion,  and  made  their  report  next  day.  This  was  in  substance. 
That  the  Anna  had  no  less  than  fourteen  knees  and  twelve 
beams  broken  and  decayed;  one  breast-hook  broken,  and 
ano^er  decayed;  her  water-ways  open  and  decayed;  two 
standards  and  several  clamps  broken,  besides  others  much 
rotten;  all  her  iron-work  greatly  decayed;  her  spirkiting 
and  tiipbers  very  rotten;  that,  having  ripped  off  part  of  her 
sheathing,  her  wales  and  outside  planks  were  extremely  de- 
fective; and  her  bows  and  decks  were  very  leaky.  From  all 
these  defects  and  decays^they  certified  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  vessel  could  not  depart  irom  Juan  Fernandiez,  witliout 
great  hazard,  unless  previously  thoroughly  repaired. 
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In  cm  present  situation,  this  thorough  repair  was  imprao 
ticable,  »U  the  plonk  and  iron  in  the  squadron  being  insuffi- 
cient for  that  purpose.  "Wherefore,  the  opinion  of  the  mas- 
ter being  conC/med  by  this  report)  he  pr«hf^iu<jd  a  petition  to 
the  commodore,  in  behalf  of  his  owners,  piayiug,  rr,  his  ves- 
sel was  incapable  of  leaving  the  ulaiid,  th.t  hor  hull,  njatc- 
rials,  and  Furniture,  mieht  be  purchaii  d  fr^T  the  use  of  tl:* 
squadron.  The«ommodor^  therefore.  "*r<?crrJ  ay  r  veii'orr 
to  tie  taken  of  eyery  thing  bdonging  to  the  pin^,  with  iu, 
Just  value ;  and  as  many  of  httr  stores  r.ight  become  useful 
Ml  repiuring  the  other  sliip,  tliese  articles  iuaving  become  verj 
scarce,  in  coni^gijuence  of '  he  great  quantities  already  expends 
ed,  he  agreed  v^  ith  Mr  Gerard  to  purchase  the  wboJ*  for 
^SOO,  The  pink  was  now  brolon  i?j;,  Mr  Gerard  ai>d  her 
hands  being  sent  >n  board  the  Gloucester,  ms,  that  «hip  had 
buried  the  greatest  number  of  m^^n  i.x  proportion  i  vier  com- 
plement. Two  or  three  of  the?ri  were  nftei  wards  received 
into  the  Centur;ou  on  their  petition,  as  they  were  averse 
J¥o<^.>  sailing  in  the  same  ship  with  their  old  master,  on  ac- 
count of  bome  ill  usage  they  alledged  to  have  suffered  from 

This  transaction  brought  us  down  to  the  beginning  of 
September,  by  which  time  our  peopl-^  were  so  far  recovered 
from  the  scurvy,  that  there  was  little  danger  of  burying  any 
more  for  the  present.  I  shall  therefore  now  sum  up  the  whole 
of  our  loss  since  our  departure  from  England,  the  better  to 
convey  some  idea  of  our  past  suffering!^  and  our  then  re- 
maining strength.  In  the  Centurion,  since  leaving  St  He- 
lens, we  bad  buried  292  men,  and  had  214  remaining.  This 
will  doubtless  appear  a  most  extraordinary  mortality,  yet 
that  in  the  Gloucester  had  been  much  greater  j  as,  out  of  a 
much  smaller  crew  than  ours,  she  had  kist  the  same  number, 
and  had  only  82  remaining  alive.  It  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  mortality  would  have  been  the  most  terrible 
in  the  Tryal,  as  her  decks  were  almost  constantly  knee  deep 
in  water:  But  it  happened  otherwise,  tor  she  escaped  more 
favourably  than  the  other  two,  having  only  buried  42,  and 
had  89  remaining  alive.  I'he  havoc  of  this  cruel  disease  had 
fallen  still  more  severely  on  the  invalids  and  marines^  than 
oh  the  sailors.  For,  in  the  Centurion,  out  of  50  invalids  and 
79  marines^  there  only  remained  four  invalids,  including  of- 
ficers, and  11  marines.  In  the  Gloucester  every  invalid  pe- 
rished; and  of  48  marinesj  only  two  escaped.    It  appears 
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irom  tkis  aooount»  that  the  three  ships  departed  from  Eng- 
land with  961  in?n  on  board*  of  whom  626  were  dead,  and 
335  men  and  boys  only  remained  alive;  a  number  greatly 
insufficient  for  miknning  the  Centurion  alone,  and  barely  ca- 
pable of  navigating  all  the  three  with  the  utmost  exertion  of 
their  strength  and  vigour. 

This  prodigious  rrauction  of  our  men  was  the  more  alarm- 
ing, as  we  were  hitherto  unacquainted  with  the  fate  of  the 
squadron  under  Pizarro,  and  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
some  part  of  it,  at  least,  had  got  round  into  the  «>uth  Seas. 
We  were,  indeed,  much  of  opinion,  from  ou/own  sad  expe- 
rience, that  they  must  have  suffered  greatly  in  the  passage : 
but  then  every  port  in  the  South  Sea  was  open  to  them,  and 
the  whole  power  of  Peru  and  Chili  would  be  exerted  for 
their  refreshment  and  repair,  and  for  recruiting  their  loss  of 
men.  We  had,  also,  some  obscure  information  of  a  force  to 
be  fitted  out  against  us  from  Paluo;  and,  however  contemp- 
tible the  ships  and  sailors  of  this  part  of  the  world  may  have 
been  generally  esteemed,  it  was  hardly  possible  for  any  thing 
bearing  the  name  of  a  ship  of  war,  to  be  feebler  or  less  con- 
siderable than  ourselves.  Even  if  there  had  been  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  naval  power  of  the  Spaniards  in  these 
leas,  yet  our  enfeebled  situation  necessarily  gave  us  great  un- 
easiness, as  we  were  incapable  of  making  an  attempt  against 
any  of  their  considerable  places  \  for,  in  our  state  of  weak- 
ness, the  risking  even  of  twenty  men,  would  have  put  the 
safety  of  the  whole  in  hazard.  We  conceived,  therefore,  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  content  ourselves  with  what  prizes  we 
might  be  able  to  fall  in  with  at  sea,  before  we  were  discover- 
ed, and  then  to  depart  precipitately,  and  esteem  ourselves 
fortunate  to  regain  our  native  country ;  leaving  our  enemies 
to  triumph  on  the  inconsiderable  mischief  they  had  suffered 
from  a  squadro»  which  had  filled  them  with  such  dreadful 
apprehensions.  We  had  I'eason  to  imagine  the  Spanish  os- 
tentation would  ?««>^rkabhr  exert  itself  on  this  subject,  though 
our  disappoim«iie«t  »nd  their  security  neither  origiuated  in 
their  Wouv  »of  our  misconduct.  Sucn  were  the  desponding- 
reflecttoB^  whitch  at  this  time  arose,  on  the  review  and  com- 
parison of  our  remaining  \.'eaknes8  with  our  original  ttivngth : 
And,  indeed,  our  fears  were  far  fkvtw  being  gnmndless,  or 
disproportionate  to  our  feeble  avH^  almost  desperate  condi- 
tion :  For,  though  the  final  event  proved  more  honourable 
thim  we  foreboded,  yet  the  intermediate  calamities  did  like- 
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wise  surpass  our  most  gloomy  apprehensions;  and»  could 
these  have  been  predicted  to  us  while  at  Juan  Fernandez^ 
thev  would  doubtless  have  appeared  insurmountable. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  as  already  mentioned,  our 
men  being  tolerabfy  well  recovered,  and  the  sea  son  of  navi- 
gation in  these  seas  drawing  nigh,  wo  exerted  ourselves  in 
getting  our  ships  ready  for  sen.  We  converted  the  foremast 
of  the  Anna  into  a  now  hiain-mast  fhr  the  Ttyal ;  and,  still 
flattering  ourselves  with  the  possible  hope  of  me  otlicr  ships 
of  our  squadron  arriving,  we  intendiul  to  leave  the  main-mast 
of  the  Anna,  to  makeii  new  mizen-niast  for  the  Woger.  All 
honda  being  thus  empluyed  h:  itreparing  for  our  de|)artiird^» 
we  espied  a  sail  to  the  N.li^.  abdiit  eleven  a.  in.  of  tlie  1 8th 
September,  which  continued  to  approiipti  us  till  )ier  courses 
npfiearml  iivt>f>  WJIh  llle  linrlatMi.  While  advancing,  we  tiu(l 
great  hopes  that  this  might  prove  one  of  uui  sijUfHriiiti ;  but 
■he  at  length  steered  away  to  the  eastward,  without  hauling 
in  for  the  island,  on  which  we  concluded  thnt  sht  must  be 
Spanish.  Great  differences  of  opinion  now  took  place,  as  M 
the  possibility  of  her  people  ha.ing  discovered  our  tcnti  on 
shore;  some  of  us  strongly  insisting,  that  she  certainly  had 
been  near  enough  to  have  seen  something  that  had  given 
them  a  jealousy  to  an  enemy,  which  had  occasioned  her 
standing  away  to  the  eastwarcfs.  Leaving  these  contests  to 
be  settled  afterwards,  it  was  resolved  to  pursue  her  i  andi  4i 
the  Centurion  was  in  the  greatest  forwardness,  all  her  iiaiuli 
were  got  immediately  on  board,  her  rigging  set  upp  an(|  her 
sails  bent  with  all  possible  expedition,  etiid  wB  got  Under  .ail 
by  fivt;  in  the  evening. 

At  ihis  time  we  had  so  very  little  windf  that  all  the  boats 
were  employed  to  tow  us  out  of  the  bay,  and  what  wind  there 
was  laiited  only  long  enough  to  give  us  a.?  offlng  of  two  or 
three  leagues,  when  it  fell  dead  calm.  As  night  camo  on  wo 
lost  sight  of  the  chase,  and  were  extremely  impatient  for  the 
return  iif  light,  in  hopes  to  find  that  she  had  been  bccalmed> 
as  well  as  we }  yet  her  great  distance  from  the  land  was  a 
reasonable  ground  for  suspecting  the  contrary,  as  we  actually 
found  in  the  morning,  to  our  great  mortification ;  for,  thcugn 
the  weather  was  then  quite  clear,  we  had  no  sight  of  the  chaatt 
from  the  mast-head.  But,  being  now  quite  satisfied  that  ihe 
was  an  enemy,  and  the  first  we  nad  seen  in  these  seas,  we  re' 
solved  not  to  give  over  the  chase  lightly  ;  and,  on  a  Small 
breeze  springing  up  from  the  W.N.  W.  we  got  up  our  top- 
gallant 
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gallant  moiCs  and  yardi,  set  all  the  saiki  and  steered  S.E.  in 
opes  of  retrieving  the  chase,  which  we  imagined  might  be 
bound  for  Valparaiso.  We  continued  on  this  course  m  that 
day  and  the  next ;  and  then,  seeing  nothing  of  the  chase, 
gave  over  the  pursuit,  believing  that  she  had,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, reached  her  port. 

Resolving  to  return  to  Juan  Fernandez,  we  hauled  up  to 
the  S.  W.  having  very  little  wind  till  the  I'Jth,  at  three  a.  m. 
when  a  gale  sprung  up  at  W.S.  W.  which  obliged  us  to  tack 
and  stand  to  the  N.  W.  At  day-break,  we  were  agreeably 
Surprised  by  the  appearance  of  a  sail  on  our  weather-bow, 
between  four  and  nve  leagues  distant,  on  which  wc  crowded 
all  sail  and  stood  towards  her,  soon  perceiving  she  was  a  dif- 
ferent vessel  from  that  we  had  chased  before.  She  at  first 
bore  down  towards  us,  shewing  Spanish  colours,  and  making 
a  nignal  ns  to  a  consort;  but,  seeing  we  did  not  answer  her 
signal,  slie  Instutiily  loofed  close  to  the  wind  and  stood  to  the 
southward.  Our  people  were  now  all  in  high  spirits,  and 
put  about  siilj)  with  great  briskness;  and,  as  the  chase  ap« 

fieared  a  large  ship,  aiid  had  mistaken  us  for  her  cpnsort,  we 
magined  that  she  must  be  a  man  of  war,  and  probably  be- 
longed to  the  squadron  of  Pizarro.  This  induced  the  com- 
modore to  order  all  the  officers  cabins  to  be  knocked  down 
and  thrown  overboard,  along  with  several  casks  of  water  and 
provisions,  that  stood  between  the  guns ;  so  that  we  had  a 
clear  ship,  ready  for  action.  About  nine  a.  m.  it  came  on 
tnick  hazy  weather,  with  a  shower  of  rain,  during  which  we 
lost  sight  of  the  chase,  and  were  apprehensive,  if  this  weather 
should  continue,  she  might  escape  us,  by  going  on  the  other 
tack,  or  some  other  device.  The  weather  cleared  up,  how- 
ever, in  less  than  an  hour,  when  we  found  that  we  had  both 
weathered  and  fore-reached  upon  her  considerably,  and  were 
then  near  enough  to  perceive  that  she  was  only  a  merchant 
ship,  without  a  single  tire  of  guns.  About  half  an  hour  af^ 
ter  twelve  noon,  being  within  reasonable  distance,  we  fired 
four  shot  among  her  rigging;  on  which  they  lowered  their 
top-sails  and  bore  down  to  us,  but  in  very  great  confusion, 
their  top-gallant-sails  and  stay-sails  all  fluttering  in  the  wind. 
This  was  owing  to  their  having  let  run  their  sheets  and  hal- 
yards, just  as  we  fired  at  them ;  after  which  not  a  man  among 
them  would  venture  aloft  to  take  them  in,  as  our  shot  had 
here  just  before. 
As  soon  as  the  vessel  came  -^'itliin  hail  of  us,  the  commo- 
dore 
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dore  ordered  her  to  bring  to  under  his  lee  quarter ;  and  ha« 
ving  the  boat  hoisted  out,  sent  our  first  lieutenant,  Mr  Sau- 
mares,  to  take  possession  of  the  prize^  with  orders  to  send  all 
tlic  prisoners  on  board  the  Centurion,  the  officers  and  passen- 
gers first.  When  Mr  Saumarez  boarded  the  prize,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  her  people  at  the  side  with  the  most  abject  tokens  of 
•ttbmission ;  as  they  were  all,  especially  the  passengers,  who 
were  twenty-five  in  number,  extremely  terrified,  and  under 
the  greatest  apprehensions  of  meeting  with  very  severe  and 
cruel  usage.  But  the  lieutenant  endeavoured,  with  great 
courtesy,  to  dissipate  their  terror,  assuring  them  that  their 
fears  were  altogether  groundless,  and  that  they  would  find  a 
generous  enemy  in  the  commodore,  who  was  no  less  remark- 
able for  his  lenity  and  humanity,  than  for  courage  and  reso- 
lution. The  prisoners  who  were  first  sent  on  board  the  Cen- 
turion, informed  us,  that  the  prize  was  called  Nemtra  Lenora 
del  Monte  Carmelo,  and  her  commander  Don  Manuel  Za- 
morra.  Her  carco  consisted  chiefly  of  sugar,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  blue  c&tb,  made  in  the  province  of  Quito,  some- 
what resembling  our  coarse  Englisn  broad  cloth,  but  infe- 
rior. They  had  also  several  bales  of  a  coarser  cloth,  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  somewhat  like  Colchester  baize,  called  by  them 
Panniada  Tiena ;  with  a  few  boles  of  cotton,  and  some  to- 
lerably well-flavoured  tobacco,  though  strong.  These  were 
her  principal  goods ;  but  we  found  oesides,  what  was  much 
more  valuable  than  the  rest  of  her  cargo,  some  trunks  full  of 
wrought  silver  plate,  and  twenty-three  serons  of  dollars,  each 
weighing  upwards  of  two  hundred  pounds.*  This  ship  was 
of  about  450  tons  burden,  having  on  board  53  sailors,  mclu- 
ding  whites  and  blacks.  She  came  from  Calao,  bound  for 
Valparaiso,  and  had  been  twenty-seven  days  at  sea.  Her  re- 
turn cargo  from  Chili  was  to  have  been  corn  and  Chili  wine, 
with  some  gold,  dried  beef^  and  small  cordage,  which  is  af- 
terwards converted  at  Calao  into  larger  rope.  This  vessel 
had  been  built  thirty  years  before ;  yet,  as  they  lie  in  harbour 
all  winter,  and  the  climate  is  remarkably  fiivourable,  she  was 
not  considered  as  very  old.  Her  rigging  and  sails  were  very 
indifferent,  the  latter  being  of  cotton.    She  had  only  three 

fbur- 

*  A  seron  is  a  species  of  packEM|e  made  and  used  in  Spanish  America, 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  raw  bulluck  s  hide  with  the  hair  on,  formed  while 
wet  into  the  Bhu|i'  )f  a  small  trunk,  and  sewed  together.  The  quantity  of 
dollars  taken  on  t  is  occasion  may  have  been  between  seventy  and  eighty 
thousand. — £. 
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foup*pounden|  which  were  quite  nnserviccablef  m  their  car- 
rioget  could  iicarcely  support  them ;  and  they  had  no  unall 
arm*  on  board,  except  a  few  pistols  belonging  to  the  pasaen- 
gin.  Tbey  had  saded  from  Callao  in  coinpany  with  two 
other  ships*  which  they  hod  parted  from  a  few  Jays  before, 
and  had  at  first  taken  our  shin  for  one  of  their  consorts ;  and, 
bv  the  description  we  gave  of  tne  ship  wo  had  chased  firom  Juan 
Femandec,  they  assured  us  that  she  was  one  of  their  num- 
ber; although  the  coming  in  sight  of  that  Island  is  directly 
contrary  to  the  merchant  s  instructions,  as  knowing,  if  any 
j^nfflish  ships  should  be  in  these  seas,  that  this  island  is  moit 
Vkmy  to  be  their  place  of  rendezvous. 

We  met  with  very  important  intelligence  in  this  prize« 
partly  from  the  prisoners,  and  partly  from  letters  and  papers 
that  fell  into  our  handi.  By  these  we  first  learnt  with  cer- 
tainty the  force  and  destination  of  that  squadron  which 
cruised  ofiP  Madeira  at  our  arrival  there,  and  had  aflerwards 
chased  the  Pearl  in  our  passage  to  Port  St  Julian.  This 
squadron  we  now  knew  to  oe  composed  of  five  large  Spanish 
ships,  commanded  by  Admiral  Pizarro,  and  purposely  fitted 
out  to  traverse  our  designs,  as  has  been  already  more  amply 
idated  in  our  third  section.  We  had  now  the  satisfaction 
to  find,  that  Pizarro^  after  his  utmost  endeavours  to  get  round 
into  these  seas,  had  been  forced  bick  to  the  Rio  Phita,  after 
losing  two  of  his  largest  ships }  which,  considering  our  great 
weakness,  was  no  unacceptable  intelligence.  We  also  learnt, 
that,  though  an  embargo  had  been  laid  on  all  shipping  in  the 
ports  of  South  America,  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  in  the  pre- 
ceding month  of  May,  on  the  supposition  that  we  might 
then  arrive  on  the  coast,  yet  it  now  no  longer  subsisted :  I^r, 
on  receiving  the  account  overland  of  the  distresses  of  Pizar- 
ro, part  of  which  they  knew  we  must  also  have  sufiered ;  and, 
on  hearing  nothing  of  us  for  eight  months  after  we  were 
known  to  nave  left  St  Catharines,  they  were  fully  satisfied 
we  must  either  have  been  shipwrecked,  have  perished  at  sea, 
or  have  been  obliged  to  put  back  again;  as  they  conceived  it 
impossible  for  any  ships  to  have  continued  0.1  A/i'V.  for  so  long 
an  interval,  and  therefore,  on  the  application  of  the  mer- 
chants, and  the  persuasion  that  we  had  mi^^^c&irrisd,  the  em- 
bargo had  been  lately  taken  ofil 

1  his  intelligence  made  us  flatter  ourselves,  as  the  enemy 
was  still  i^orant  of  our  having  got  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
as  navigation  was  restored,  that  we  might  meet  with  some  va- 
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luable  captures,  and  might  indemnify  ourictvci  in  that  wv.y, 
of  our  incapacity  to  attempt  any  of  their  contiderabl*  aettie- 
ments  on  anore.  This  much  at  leaat  we  were  certain  of,  from 
the  information  of  our  prisoners,  that,  whatever  might  be  our 
success  in  reaard  to  prisecs,  we  had  nothing  to  fear,  weak  even 
as  wo  were,  from  the  Spanish  force  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
though  we  discovered  that  we  had  been  in  most  imminent 
peril,  when  we  least  apprehended  any,  when  our  other  dis- 
tresses were  ot  the  greatest  height.     As  we  found,  by  letters 
in  llio  prize,  that  Pizarro,  in  the  dispatch  he  sent  by  express 
to  the  viceroy  of  Peru  overland,  after  his  own  return  to  ihc 
Kio  Plata,  had  intimated  the  possibility  of  some  part  of  our 
squadron  getting  round;  and  as,  from  his  own  experience, 
he  was  certain  any  of  our  ships  that  might  arrive  in  the 
South  Seas  must  be  in  a  very  weak  and  defenceless  condition, 
he  advised  the  viceroy  to  send  what  ships  of  war  he  had  to  the 
southwards,  in  order  to  be  secure  at  all  events,  where,  in  all 
probability,  they  would  intercept  us  singly,  before  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  touching  any  where  for  refreshment ;  in  which 
case  he  had  no  doubt  of  our  proving  an  easy  conquest.   The 
viceroy  approved  this  advice,  and  as  he  had  already  fitted 
out  four  snips  of  force  at  Callao,  one  of  50  guns,  two  of  40 
each^  and  one  of  24,  which  were  intended  to  nave  joined  Pi- 
zarro, three  of  these  were  stationed  off  the  port  of  Concep- 
tion, and  one  at  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  where  they 
continued  cruising  for  us  till  the  6th  of  June;  and  then,  ccm- 
ceiving  it  impossible  that  we  could  have  kept  the  sea  so  long^ 
they  quitted  this  station  and  returned  to  Callao,  fully  persua- 
ded we  must  dther  have  perbhed^  or  been  driven  back. 
,    Now,  as  the  time  when  they  left  Juan  Fernandez  was  only 
«  few  days  before  our  arrival  at  that  island,  it  is  evident,  if 
we  had  made  it  on  our  first  search,  without  hauling  in  for 
the  main  to  secure  our  easting,  a  circumstance  we  then  con- 
sidered as  very  unfortunate,  on  account  of  the  many  men  we 
lost  by  our  long  continuance  at  sea ;  had  we  made  the  island 
28th  of  May,  when  we  first  expected  to  see  it,  and  were  in 
reality  very  near,  to  have  so  done,  we  had  inevitably  fallen  in 
with  some  part  of  the  squadron  from  Callao ;  and  in  our  then 
distressed  condition,  the  encotinter  of  a  healthy  and  weU>pro- 
vided  enemy  might  have  proved  fatal,  not  only  to:  us  in  the 
Centurion,  but  dso  to  the  Tryal,  Gloucester,  and  Anna  pink, 
which  separately  joined  us,  and  were  each  less  capable  to 
have  resisted  than  we.     I  may  also  add|  that  these  Spanidt 
V    .  .-  ^  ;  \  .j>    ships. 
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ihipa,  icnt  out  to  intercept  ui,  had  been  greatly  ihattered  by 
a  iturin  during  their  cruiMf  nnd  had  been  laid  up  after  their 
return  to  Callao ;  and  we  were  anurcd  bv  our  prisoners,  that, 
when  inteiligcnce  might  be  received  at  Lima  of  our  being  in 
the  South  Seas,  it  would  require  two  months  at  least*  before 
thia  armament  could  be  refitted  for  going  to  sea. 

The  whole  of  this  intelligence  was  as  favourable  as  we,  in 
our  reduced  circumstances,  could  wisli  for ;  and  we  were  now 
at  no  loss  to  account  for  the  broken  jars,  ashes,  and  fish 
bones,  which  we  had  observed  at  Juan  Fernandez  on  our 
first  landing ;  these  things  having  l)een  doubtless  the  relics 
of  the  cruisers  stationed  at  that  island.  Having  thus  satis- 
fied ourselves  in  the  most  material  articles  of  our  enquiry, 
got  all  the  silver  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  most  of  tne 
prisoners,  we  made  sail  to  the  northward  at  eight  that  same 
evening,  in  company  with  our  prize.  We  got  sight  of  Juan 
Fernandez  at  six  next  morning,  and  the  day  following  both 
we  and  our  prize  got  safe  there  to  anchor.  When  the  prize 
and  her  crew  came  into  the  bay,  in  which  the  rest  of  our 
squadron  lav,  the  Spaniards,  who  had  been  sufficiently  in- 
formed of  tne  distresses  we  had  gone  through,  and  were  as- 
tonished we  had  been  able  to  surmount  them,  were  still  more 
surprised  when  they  saw  the  Tryal  sloop,  that,  afler  all  our 
fat^ues,  we  should  have  had  the  industiy  to  complete  such  a 
vessel  in  so  short  a  time,  besides  refitting  our  other  ships,  as 
they  concluded  we  had  certainly  built  her  there ;  nor  was  it 
without  great  difficulty  they  could  be  broueht  to  believe  that 
she  came  from  England  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron ;  for 
they  long  insisted,  that  it  was  impossible  for  such  a  bauble  as 
the  was  to  have  passed  round  Cape  Horn,  when  the  best 
ships  of  Spain  were  forced  to  put  back. 

By  the  time  of  our  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez,  the  letters 
found  on  board  our  prize  were  more  minutely  exami*  ed,  and 
it  appeared  from  them,  and  from  the  examination  of  our  pri- 
soners, that  several  other  merchant-ships  were  bound  from 
Callao  to  Valparaiso.  Whereupon,  the  commodore  dis- 
patched the  Tryal  sloop,  the  very  next  morning,  to  criiise 
off  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  reinforcing  her  crew  with  ten  men 
from  the  Centurion.  The  commodore  resolved  also,  on  the 
above  intelligence,  to  employ  the  ships  under  his  command 
in  separate  cruises,  as  by  this  means  he  might  increase  the 
chance  of  taking  prizes,  and  should  run  less  risk  of  being  dis- 
covered, and  alarming  the  coast.    The  spirits  of  our  people 
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were  now  greatly  reused,  and  their  despondency  dissipated^  < 
by  this  earnest  of  success,  so  that  they  forgot  all  their  past 
distresses,  resumed  their  wonted  alacrity,  and  laboured  inces- 
santly in  completing  our  water,  receiving  our  lumber,  and 
preparing  to  leave  me  island.  |:: 

These  necessary  occupations  took  us  up  four  or  five  dayst 
with  all  our  Industry  and  exertions ;  and  in  this  interval,  the 
commodore  directed  the  guns  of  the  Anna  pink,  being  four 
•ix-pounders  and  Ibur  fbur-pounders,  with  two  swivels,  to  be 
mounted  in  the  Carmelo,  our  prim.  He  sent  also  on  board 
the  Gloucester,  six  Spanish  passengers  and  twenty-three  rap- 
tured seamen,  to  assist  in  navigating  that  ship,  and'directed 
Captain  Mitchell  to  leave  the  island  as  soon  as  possibly  the 
service  demanding  the  utmost  despatch,  giving  him  orders  to 

Eroceed  to  the  latitude  of  5<*  S.  and  there  to  cruise  o£P'the 
igh'land  of  Fayta,  at  such  distance  from  shore  as  should 
prevent  his  be'  discovered.  He  was  to  continue  on  this 
station  till  jo'  f  .  by  the  Centurion ;  which  was  to  be  when- 
ever it  should  be  known  that  the  viceroy  had  fitted  out  the 
ships  of  war  at  Callao,  or  on  the  commodore  receiving  any* 
other  intelligence  that  should  make  it  necessary  tp  divide  our 
strength.  These  orders  being  delivered  to  Captain  Mitch^ 
of  the  Gloucester,  and  all  our  business  completed,  we  weigh- 
ed anchor  in  the  Centurion,  on  Saturday  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  company  with  our  prize  the  Cfarmelo,  and  got  out 
of  the  bay,  taking  our  last  leave  of  Juan  Fernandez,  and 
steering  to  the  eastward,  with  the  intention  of  joining  the 
Tryal  sloop,  on  her  station  off  Valparaiso,  leaving  the  Glou- 
cester still  at  anchor. 


'■W 
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Our  Cruise,  from  leaving  Juan  Fernandez,  to  the  taking  of 

jf.^.  :'».;:  Payta.  >^ 

Although  we  left  the  bay  on  the  19th  of  September, 
yet,  by  the  irregularity  and  fluctuation  of  the  wind  in  the 
offing,  it  was  the  2ed  of  that  month,  in  the  evening,  before 
we  lost  sight  of  Juan  Fernandez ;  after  which  we  continued 
our  course  to  the  eastwak'd,  in  order  to  join  the  Tryal  ofi" 
Valparaiso.   Next  night  the  weather  proved  squally,  and  we 
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split  our  main  tbp-saili  whidi  we  then  banded;  tnrt  ^ot  it 
repaired  and  set  again  by  next  mominff.  In  the  evening,  a 
little  before  sunset,  we  saw  two  sail  to  the  eastward,  on  which 
our  prize  stood  directly  from  ns,  to  avoid  any  suspicion  of 
ouirbejing  cruisers,  while  we  made  ready  for  an  engagement^ 
and  steered  with  all  our  canvass  towards  the  two  ships  we  had 
descried.  We  soon  perceived,  that  one  of  them,  which 
seemed  a  very  stout  ship,  stood  directly  for  us,  while  the 
other  kept  at  a  great  distance.  By  seven  o'clock  we  were 
within  pistol-shot  of  the  nearest,  and  had  a  broadside  ready 
to  pour  into  her^  the  gunners  having  their  lighted  matches 
in  their  hands,  only  waiting  orders  to  fire.  But,  as  the  com- 
modore knew  that  she  could  not  now  escape,  he  ordered  the 
master  to  hail  the  ship  in  Spanish;  on  which  her  command- 
ing officer,  who  happened  to  be  Mr  Hughes,  lieutenant  of 
the  Tryal,  answered  us  in  English,  that  she  was  a  prize,  ta- 
ken by  the  Tryal  a  few  days  before,  and  that  the  other  ves- 
sel at  a  distance  was  the  Tryal,  disabled  in  her  masts. 

We  were  soon  afler  joined  by  the  Tryal,  when  her  com- 
mander. Captain  Saunders,  came  on  board  the  Centurion. 
He  acquainted  the  commodore,  that  he  had  taken  this  ship 
on  the  18th,  being  a  prime  sailor,  which  had  cost  him  thir^- 
six  hours  chase  before  he  could  get  up  with  her,  and  that  ror 
some  time  he  gali^ed  so  little  upon  her,  that  he  almost  de- 
spaired of  ever  makinc  up  with  the  chase.  The  Spaniards 
were  at  first  alarmed,  oy  seeing  nothing  but  a  cloud  of  sail 
in  pursuit  of  them,  as  the  hull  of  the  Tryal  lay  so  low  in  the 
water,  that  no  part  of  it  appeared  }  yet  knowing  the  good- 
ness of  their  ship,  and  finding  how  little  the  Tryal  neared 
them,  they  at  last  laid  aside  their  fears,  and,  recommending 
themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  they  be- 
gan to  think  themselves  quite  secure.  Indeed,  their  success 
was  near  doing  honour  to  their  ^ve  Marias ;  for,  altering 
their  course  in  the  night,  and  shutting  close  their  cabin  win- 
dows to  prevent  any  of  their  lights  from  being  seen,  they  had 
some  chance  of  escaping :  But  a  smail  crevice  in  one  of  their 
shutters  rendered  all  their  invocations  of  no  avail ;  as  the 
people  of  the  Tryal  per'^eived  a  light  through  this  crevice, 
which  they  chaskd  till  they  got  within  gun-shoL ;  and  then 
Captain  Saunders  alarmed  them  with  a  broadside,  when  they 
flattered  themselves  they  were  boyond  his  reach.  For  .^ome 
time,  however,  the  chase  still  kept  the  same  aail  abroad,  and 
it  was  not  observed  that  this  first  ialute  had  made  any  im-" 

pression; 
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Eression;' but,  just  as  the  Tiyal  was  about  to  repeat  her 
roadside,  the  Spaniards  crept  from  their  holes,  lowered 
Uieir  sails,  and  submitted  without  opposition.  She  was  na- 
''med  the  Arranzazu,  being  one  of  the  largest  merchantmen 
employed  in  these  seas,  of  about  600  tons  burden,  bound 
from  Calao  to  Valparaiso,  having  much  the  same  cargo  with 
the  Carmelo,  our  former  prize,  except  that  her  silver  amount- 
ed only  to  about  5000/.  sterling. 

To  balance  this  success,  we  found  that  the  Tryal  had 
sprung  her  main-mast,  and  that  her  main -top-mast  had  come 
by  the  board ;  and  next  morning,  as  we  were  all  standing  to 
the  eastward  in  a  fresh  gale  at  S.  she  had  the  additional  mis- 
fortune to  spring  her  fore-mast,  so  that  now  she  had  not  a 
mast  left  on  which  she  could  carry  sail.  These  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances were  still  further  aggravated,  by  the  impossibility 
of  our  being  then  able  to  assist  her,  for  the  wind  blew  so 
hard,  and  raised  such  a  hollow  sea,  that  we  could  not  ven- 
ture to  hoist  out  a  boat,  and  consequently  could,  not  have  any 
communication  with  her ;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  lie-to 
for  the  greatest  part  of  forty-eight  hours  to  attend  upon  her, 
as  we  could  riot  possibly  leave  her  in  such  a  condition  of  dis- 
tress. It  was  no  small  addition  to  ovv  misfortunes,  on  this 
occasion,  that  we  were  all  the  while  driving  to  leeward  of  our 
intended  station,  and  at  the  very  time,  when,  by  our  intelli- 
gence, we  had  reason  to  expect  several  of  the  enemy's  ships 
would  appear  on  the  coast,  and  would  now  get  into  the  port 
of  Valparaiso  unobstructed;  and,  I  am  convinced,  the  em- 
barrassment we  suflered  by  the  dismasting  of  the  Tryal,  and 
our  consequent  absence  from  our  intended  station,  deprived 
us  of  some  very  considerable  captures. 

The  weather  proved  somewhat  more  moderate  on  the  27ih, 
when  we  sent  our  boat  for  Captain  Saunders,  who  came  on 
board  tlie  Centurion,  where  he  produced  an  instrument,  sign- 
ed by  himself  and  ail  his  officers,  representing  t>iat  the  Tryal, 
besides  being  dismasted,  was  so  very  leaky  i;^  ncr  hull,  that 
it  was  necessary  to  ply  the  pumps  continually,  even  in  mode- 
rate weather,  and  that  they  were  then  scarcely  able  to  keep 
her  free ;  insomuch  that,  in  the  late  gale,  though  all  the  offi- 
cers even  had  been  engaged  in  turns  at  the  pumps,  yet  the 
water  had  increased  upon  them ;  and  that,  on  the  whole,  they 
apprehended  I-er  present  condition  to  be  so  defective,  that 
tliey  must  all  inevitably  perish  if  they  met  with  much  bad 
weather :  For  all  which  I'easons,  he  petitioned  the  commo- 
dore 


% 


■CHAP.  XIV.  SECT.  XV.    -      Captain  Amon. 


359 


dore  to  take  measures  for  their  safety.    The  refittal  of  the 
Tryal,  and  the  repair  of  her  defects,  were  utterly  beyond  our 
power  on  the  present  conjuncture,  for  we  had  no  masts  to 
spare,  no  stores  to  com^Oete  her  rigging,  and  no  port  in  which 
she  could  be  hove  down,  to  examine  and  repair  her  bottom^ 
Even  had  we  possessed  a  port,  and  proper  requisites  for  the 
purpose,  it  would  yet  have  been  extremely  imprudent,  in  so 
critical  a  conjuncture,  to  have  loitered  away  so  much  time  as 
Ijirould  have  been  necessary  for  these  operations.    The  com- 
jmodore,  therefore,  had  no  choice  lefl,  but  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  out  her  people  and  destroying  her.   Yet,  as 
•  he  conceived  it  expedient  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  our 
force,  he  appointed  the  Tryal's  prize,  which  had  often  been 
employed  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru  as  a  man-of-war,  to  be  a 
frigate  in  his  majesty's  service,  manning  her  with  the  crew  of 
the  Tryal,  and  giving  commissions  to  the  captain  and  all  the 
inferior  officers  accordingly.  This  new  frigate,  when  intheSpa- 
nish  service,  had  mounted  thirty-two  guns ;  but  she  was  now 
;  ,to  have  only  twenty,  which  were  the  twelve  that  belonged  to 
'  the  Tryal,  and  eight  that  had  been  on  board  the  Anna  pink. 
This  affair  being  resolved  on,  the  commodore  gave  orders 
to  Captain  Saunders  to  carry  it  into  execution,  directing  himi 
to  take  all  the  arms,  stores,  ammunition,  and  every  thing  else 
;«  ^at  could  be  of  use,  from  the  sloop,  and  then  to  scuttle  and 
j  sink  her.    After  all  this  was  done.  Captain  Saunders  was  to 
'  proceed  with  his  new  frigate,  now  called  the  TryaFs  prizct  to 
,;  cruise  off  the  high-land  of  Valparaiso,  keeping  it  from  him 
v  N.N.W.  at  the  distance  of  twelve  or  fourteen  leagues;  for,  as 
all  ships  from  Valparaiso  bound  to  the  northward,  steer  that 
course,  the  commodore  proposed,  by  this  means,  to  stop  any 
intelligence  that  might  oe  diiipatchr  f  to  Callao,  of  two  of 
their  ships  being  amissing,  which  mig;ht  give  them  apprehen- 
sions of  the  English  squadron  being  in  their  neighbourhood. 
The  Tryal's  prize  was  to  continue  on  this  station  for  twenty- 
four  days,  and,  if  not  joined  by  the  commodore  before  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  was  ihan  to  proceed  along  the  coast ' 
to  Pisco,  or  Nasca,  where  she  would  be  certain  to  find  the 
Centurion.  The  commodore  also  ordered  Lieutenant  Sauma- 
rez,  who  commanded  the  Centurion's  prize,  to  keep  companv 
with  Captain  Saunders,  both  lo  assist  in  unloading  the  Tryal^ 
and  that,  by  spreading  in  their  cruise  off  Valparaiso,  there 
might  be  less  danger  of  any  ships  of  the  enemy  slipping  past 
unobservedi.    These  orders  being  dispatched,  the  Centurion 
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parted  from  th^  other  vessels  at  eleven  at  nig^t  of  the  87th 
September,  directing  her  course  towards  Valparaiso,  with  the 
view  of  cruidng  for  some  days  to  windward  of  that  port.  ' 
By  this  distribution  of  our  ships,  we  flattered  ourselvea 
that  we  had  taken  all  the  advantages  we  possibly  could  of  the 
enemy  with  our  small  force,  as  our  disposition  was  ceitainly 
the  most  prudent  that  could  be  devis^ :  For,  as  we  might 
suppose  the  Gloucester  to  be  now  drawing  nigh  the  hi^h-land 
of  Payta,  we  were  thus  enabled^  by  our  separate  stations,  to 
iutercept  all  vessels  employed  either  between  Peru  and  C<hiU  . 
to  the  southward,  or  between  Panama  and  Peru  to  the  norths 
ward,  sbce  the  principal  trade  from  Peru  to  Chili  being  car-  ' 
ried  on  with  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  the  Centurion,  cruising 
to  windward  of  that  port,  would  probably  meet  with  them,  as 
it  is  the  constant  practice  of  these  ships  to  fall  in  with  land 
to  windward  of  that  place.  The  Gloucester^  also,  would  be 
in  the  way  of  all  ships  bound  from  Panama,  or  any  other 

{}\zco  to  the  northward,  to  any  port  in  Peru,  since  the  high- 
and,  off  which  she  was  ordered  to  cruise,  is  constantly  made 
by  every  ship  on  that  vc^age.  While  the  Centurion  and 
Gbucester  were  thus  convenioitly  situated  for  intercepting  the 
trade  of  the  enemy,  the  Tryal's  prize,  and  Centurion's  prize, 
were  as  convenientJy  stationed  for  preventing  the  communis 
cation  of  intelligence,  by  intercepting  all  vessels  bound  from 
Valparaiso  to  the  northward ;  as  by  such  vessels  it  was  to  be 
feared  that  some  account  of  us  might  be  transmitted  to  Peru* 
But  the  most  judicious  dispositions  only  produce  a  proba- 

:  bility  of  success,  and  cannot  command  certainty ;  since  those 
chances,  which  may  reasonably  enough  be  overlooked  in  de*  :  v 
liberation,  are  sometimes  of  most  powerful  influence  in  exe- 
cution. Thus,  in  the  present  infetance,  the  distress  of  the 
Tryal,  and  our  necessary  quitting  our  station  to  assist  her, 
which  were  events  that  no  degree  of  prudence  could  either 
foresee  or  obviate,  gave  an  opportunity  to  all  the  ships  bound 
for  Valparaiso  to  reach  that  port  without  molestation  during 
this  unlucky  interval :  so  that,  after  leaving  Captain  Sa*'n«  '  ^ 
ders,  we  used  every  expedition  in  regaining  our  stadon, 
which  we  reached  on  the  29th  at  noon ;  yet,  in  plying  on  and 
off  till  the  6th  of  October,  v/e  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
fail  in  with  a  sail  of  any  sort.  Having  lost  all  hope  of  meet- 
ing with  any  better  fortune  by  longer  stay,  we  then  made  sail 
to  leeward  of  the  port,  in  order  to  r^oiu  our  prizes;  but  \ 
when  we  arrived  off  the  high-land,  where  they  were  directed 
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to  cruise,  we  did  not  find  them,  though  we  continued  there 
three  or  four  days.  It  was  supposeo,  therefore,  that  some 
chase  had  occasioned  them  to  quit  their  station,  wherefore 
we  proceeded  to  the  northward  to  the  high-land  of  Nasca, 
in  lat.  15*  20'  S.  being  the  second  rendezvous  appointed  for 
Captain  Saunders  to  join  us.  We  got  there  on  the  21st  of 
October,  and  were  in  graat  expectation  oi  falling  in  with 
some  of  the  enemy's  vessel^!,  as  both  the  accounts  of  former 
voyagers,  and  the  infcimation  of  our  prisoners,  assured  us, 
that  all  ships  bound  to  Cal'.ao  consequently  make  this  land 
to  prevent  the  danger  of  falling  to  leeward  of  the  port. 

Notwithstanding  the  advantages  of  thiu  station,  we  saw  no 
sail  whatever  till  the  2d  November,  when  two  ships  appeared 
together,  to  which  we  immediately  gave  chase,  and  soon  per- 
ceived that  they  were  the  Tryal's  and  Centurion's  prizes.  As 
they  were  to  wmdward,  we  brought  to  and  waited  their  co- 
ming up ;  when  Captain  Saunders  came  on  board  the  Centu- 
rion, and  acquainted  the  commodore  that  he  had  cleaicdand 
scuttlsd  the  Tryal  according  to  his  orders,  and  remained  by 
her  till  she  sunk.  It  was,  however,  the  ith  of  October  be- 
fore this  could  be  effected ;  for  there  ran  su  large  and  hollow 
a  sea  that  the  sloop,  haviug  neither  masts  nor  sails  to  steady 
her,  rolled  and  pitched  so  violently,  that,  for  the  greatest  part 
of  the  time,  it  was  impossible  for  a  boat  to  lie  alongside  of 
her;  and  during  this  attendance  on  the  sloop,  they  were  (11 
driven  so  far  to  the  N.W.  that  they  were  afterwards  obliged 
to  stretch  a  long  way  to  the  westward,  in  order  to  regain  the 
ground  they  had  lost,  which  was  the  reason  we  had  not  met 
them  on  their  station.  They  had  met  with  no  better  fortune 
on  tlieir  cruise  tb^n  ourselves,  never  having  seen  a  single  ves- 
sel since  we  left  them. 

This  want  of  success,  and  our  certainty  if  any  ships  had 
been  stirring  in  these  seas  for  some  time  past,  that  we  must 
have  fallen  in  with  them,  made  us  believe  that  the  enemy  at 
Valparaiso,  on  missing  the  two  ships  we  had  taken,  had  sus- 
pected lis  to  OL  in  these  seas,  and  iiad  consequently  laid  an 
embargo  on  all  trade  in  the  southern  parts.  We  likewise  ap- 
prehended they  might,  by  this  time,  be  fitting  out  the  ships 
of  war  at  Caliao ;  as  we  knew  that  it  was  not  uncommon  for 
an  express  to  reach  Lima  from  Valparaiso  in  twenty-nine  or 
thiity  days,  and  it  was  now  more  than  fifty  since  we  had  ta- 
ken the  first  prize.  These  apprehensions  of  an  embargo  on 
the  coast,  and  of  the  equipment  of  the  Spanish  squadron  at 
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Callao^  determined  the  commodore  to  hasten  down  to  the 
leeward  of  Callao,  to  join  the  Gloucester  as  soon  as  possible 
6ff  Payta,  that,  our  strength  being  united,  we  might  be  pre- 
pared to  give  the  ships  from  Callao  a  warm  reception,  if  they 
dared  to  put  to  sea.  With  this  view  we  bore  away  tliat  same 
afternoon,  taking  particular  care  to  keep  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  shore  that  there  might  be  no  aanger  of  our  being 
discovered  from  thence ;  for  we  knew  that  all  the  ships  of  that 
country  were  commanded,  under  the  severest  penalties,  not 
to  sail  past  the  harbour  of  Callao  without  stopping :  as  this 
order  is  always  complied  with,  we  should  undoubtedly  be 
known  for  enemies  if  we  were  seen  to  act  contrary  to  that 
regulation.  In  this  new  navigation,  being  uncertain  if  we 
might  not  meet  the  Spanish  squadron  on  the  way,  the  com- 
modore took  back  a  part  of  the  -:<  ew  of  the  Centurion  which 
Iiad  been  for  some  time  on  board  the  Carmelo. 
•'%■  While  standing  to  the  northward,  vvc  had  sight  of  the 
small  island  of  St  Gallan'  before  night,  bearing  from  us  N. 
N.E.  i  £.  about  seven  leagues  distant.  This  island  lies  in 
about  the  latitude  of  14^  S.  and  about  five  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  a  high-land  called  Morro  Viejo,  or  the  Old-man's 
Head,  which  island  and  high-land  near  it  are  here  more  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  because  between  them  is  perhaps  the 
most  eligible  station  on  all  this  coast  for  cruising  against  the 
enemy,  as  hereabouts  all  ships  bound  for  Callao,  whether 
from  the  northward  or  southward,  run  well  in  with  the  land. 
By  the  5th  November,  at  3  p.  m.  wc  were  within  sight  of  the 
high-land  of  Barranca,  in  lat.  10°  36'  S.  bearing  from  us 
N.E.  by  E.  eight  or  nine  leagues  distant ;  and  an  hour  and  a 
half  afterwards  we  had  the  satisfaction,  so  long  wished  for,  of 
seeing  a  sail.  She  appeared  to  leeward,  and  we  all  immedi- 
ately gave  chase ;  but  the  Centurion  so  much  outsailed  the 
two  prizes  that  we  soon  ran  them  both  out  of  sight,  and  gain- 
ed considerably  upon  the  chase.  Night,  however,  came  on 
before  we  could  make  up  with  her,  and  about  seven  o'clock 
the  darkness  concealed  her  from  our  view,  and  we  were  in 
some  perplexity  what  course  to  steer ;  but  our  commodore 
resolved;  being  then  before  the  wind,  to  keep  all  his  sails  set 
and  not  to  change  hi«  course :  For,  although  there  was  no 
doubt  the  chase  would  alter  her  course  in  the  night,  as  it  was 
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quite  uncertain  what  tack  she  iu:>^ht  go  upon,  he  thought  it 
more  prudent  to  continue  the  same  ootirsc,  rather  than  change 
it  on  conjecture,  as,  should  we  mistake,  she  would  certainlv 
get  away.  Continuing  the  chase  about  an  .hour  and  a  half 
after  dark^one  or  other  of  our  people  constantly  believing  they 
saw  her  sails  right  a-head  of  us,  our  second  lieutenant,  Mr 
Brett,  at  length  actually  discovered  her  about  four  points  on 
the  larboard  bow,  steering  off  to  seawards,  on  which  we  im- 
mediately clapped  the  helm  a-weather,  standing  right  towards 
her,  and  came  up  with  her  in  less  than  an  hour,  and,  having 
fired  fourteen  shots  at  her,  she  struck.  Mr  Bcnnis,  our 
third  lieutenant,  was  sent  in  the  boat  with  sixteen  men  to 
take  possession  of  the  prize,  and  to  shift  the  prisoners  to  cur 
ship. 

This  vessel  was  named  the  Santa  Teresa  de  Jesust  built  at 
Guayaquil,  of  about  300  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Barto- 
lome  Urrunaga,  a  Biscayan.  She  was  bound  from  Guaya- 
quil to  Callao,  her  loading  consisting  of  timber,  cocoa,  cocoa- 
nuts,  tobacco,  hides,  Pito  thread,  (which  is  made  of  a  kind 
of  grass  and  is  very  strong,)  Quito  cloth,  wax,  and  various 
other  articles ;  but  the  specie  on  board  was  very  inconsider- 
able, being  principally  small  silver  coin,  not  exceeding  llOl. 
sterling  in  value.  Her  cargo,  indeed,  was  of  great  value,  if 
we  could  have  sold  it ;  but  the  Spaniards  have  strict  orders 
never  to  ransom  their  ships,  so  that  all  the  goods  we  cai)tu- 
red  in  the  South  Seas,  except  what  little  we  had  occasion  for 
ourselves,  were  of  no  advantage  to  us ;  yet  it  was  some  satis- 
faction to  consider,  that  it  was  so  much  real  loss  to  the  ene- 
my, and  that  despoiling  them  was  no  contemptible  part  of 
the  service  in  which  we  were  employed,  and  was  so  far  bene- 
ficial to  our  country.  Besides  her  crew  of  forty-five  hands, 
she  had  on  board  ten  passengers,  consisting  of  tour  men  and 
three  women,  who  were  natives  of  the  country,  but  born  of 
Spanish  parents,  together  with  three  negro  slaves  who  at- 
tended them.  The  women  were  a  mother  and  two  daughters, 
the  elder  about  twenty-one,  and  the  younger  about  fourteen. 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  women  of  these  years  should 
be  excessively  alarmed  at  falling  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  consider  as  the  most  lawless 
and  brutal  of  all  mankind,  owing  to  the  former  excesses  of 
the  buccaneers,  and  by  the  artful  insinuations  of  their  priests. 
In  the  present  instance  these  apprehensions  were  much  aug- 
mented by  the  singular  beauty  of  the  youngest  of  the  women, 
6  and 
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atkl  the  riotoun  (iisposition  they  might  naturally  «iou^  ex- 
pect to  find  in  a  set  of  sailors  who  had  not  seen  a  woman  for 
near  a  twelvemonth. 

Full  of  thcsq,  terrors,  the  women  all  hid  themselves  on  th« 
lieutenant  coming  on  board,  and^  when  found  out,  it  waa  with 
difficulty  he  could  persuade  them  to  come  to  the  light.  But 
he  soon  satisfied  tlicm,  by  the  humanity  of  his  conduct,  and 
by  his  assurances  of  their  future  safety  and  honourable  treat- 
ment, that  they  had  nothing  to  fear.  The  commodore,  also, 
being  informed  of  their  fears,  sent  directions  that  they  should 
contmue  in  their  own  ship,  with  the  use  of  the  same  apart> 
*ment8  and  all  other  conveniences  they  had  before  enjoyed, 
giving  strict  orders  that  they  should  experience  no  inquietude 
or  molestation  $  and,  that  they  might  be  the  more  certain  of 
having  these  orders  complied  with,  of  having  the  means  of 
complaining  if  they  were  not,  the  commodore  appointed  the 
pilot,  who  18  generally  the  second  person  in  Spanish  ships, 
to  remain  with  them  m  their  guardian  and  protector.  Ho 
was  particularly  chosen  on  tliis  occasion,  as  he  seemed  ex- 
tremely interested  in  all  that  concerned  these  women,  and 
had  at  first  declared  thai  he  was  married  to  the  youngest ; 
though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  he  had  asserted  this 
merely  with  the  view  of  securing  them  from  the  insults  they 
dreaded  on  fulling  into  our  hands.  By  this  compassionate 
and  indulgent  behaviour  of  the  commodore,  the  consterna- 
tion of  our  female  prisoners  entirely  subsided,  and  they  con- 
tinued easy  and  cheerful  during  the  time  they  were  with  us. 

I  have  before  mentioned  that  the  Centurion  ran  her  two 
consorts  out  of  sight  at  the  commencement  of  this  chase,  on 
which  account  we  lay  to  for  them  all  the  night  after  we  had 
taken  the  prize,  firing  guns  and  shewing  false  fires  every  half 
hour,  to  prevent  them  Trom  passing  us  unobserved.  But  they 
were  so  lar  astern,  that  they  neither  heard  nor  saw  any  of 
our  signals,  and  were  not  able  to  come  up  with  us  till  broad 
day.  When  they  had  joined,  we  proceeded  together  to  the 
northward,  being  now  four  sail  in  coirpany.  We  here  found 
the  sea  for  many  miles  of  a  beautiful  red  colour,  owing,  as 
we  found  upon  examination,  to  an  immense  quantity  of  spawn 
floating  on  its  surface :  For,  taking  some  of  the  water  in  a 
glass,  it  soon  changed  from  a  dirty  aspect  to  be  perfectly 
clear,  with  some  red  globules  of  a  slimy  nature  floating  on 
the  top.  Having  now  a  supply  of  timber  in  our  new  prize, 
the  commodore  ordered  all  our  boats  to  be  repaired,  and  a 
swivel-stock  to  be  fitted  in  the  bow  of  the  barge  and  pinnace. 


vf. 


BOOK  IV. 

oufi^  ex- 
snian  for 

38  Oil  tl*# 

waawith 
ht.  But 
luct,  and 
ble  treat- 
>re,  alsOf 
;y  should 
le  apart* 
enjoyed, 
iquietude 
certain  of 
means  of 
inted  the 
sh  ships, 
;or.  Ho 
!med  ex> 
ncn,  and 
oungest ; 
rted  this 
ults  they 
assionate 
)nsterna- 
hey  con< 
with  us. 
her  two 
:hase,  on 
r  we  had 
very  half 
But  they 
w  any  of 
ill  broad 
er  to  the 
Te  found 
wing,  as 
of  spawn 
ater  in  a 
perfectly 
ating  on 
;w  prize, 
d,  and  a 
pinnace, 
ill 


CHAP.  xiT.  SECT.  XV.        Captain  Amon. 


S65 


in  order  to  increase  their  force,  in  case  we  should  hhve  occa- 
sion  to  use  them  in  boarding  ships,  or  making  any  attempt 
on  shore. 

Continuing  our  course  to  the  northward,  nothing  remark- 
able occurred  for  two  or  three  days,  though  we  spread  our 
ships  in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  not  probable  any  vessel  of 
the  enemy  should  escape  us.  During  our  voyage  along  this 
coast,  we  generally  observed  that  a  current  set  us  to  the 
northward^  at  the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  every  day. 
When  in  about  the  latitude  of  8"  S.  we  began  to  be  attend- 
ed by  vast  numbers  of  flying  fish  and  bonitos,  which  were 
the  nrst  we  had  seen  after  leaving  the  coast  of  Brazil.  It  is 
remarkable  that  these  fish  extend  to  a  much  higher  latitude  on 
the  east  side  of  America  than  on  the  west,  as  we  did  not  lose 
them  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  till  near  the  southern  tropic. 
The  reason,  doubtless,  of  this  diversiUr,  is  owing  to  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  heat  obtaining  on  different  sides  of  the  con- 
tinent In  the  same  latitude ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  I  use  the 
freedom  to  make  a  short  digression  on  the  heat  and  cold  of 
different  climates,  and  on  the  variations  which  occur  in  the 
same  places  at  different  times  of  the  year,  and  in  different 
places  in  the  same  degree  of  latitude. 

The  aiicients  conceived  that  of  the  five  zones  into  which 
they  divided  the  surface  of  the  globe,  two  only  were  habit- 
able; supposing  that  the  heat  between  the  tropics,  and  the 
cold  within  the  polar  circles,  were  too  intense  to  be  support- 
ed by  mankind.  The  falsehood  of  this  idea  has  been  long  es- 
tablished }  but  the  particular  comparison  of  the  heat  and  cold 
of  these  various  climates  have  as  yet  been  very  imperfectly 
considered.  Enough  is  known,  however,  safely  to  determine 
this  positicm,  that  all  the  places  within  the  tropics  are  far 
from  being  the  hottest  on  the  globe,  as  many  within  the  po- 
lar circle  are  far  from  enduring  that  extreme  degree  of  cold 
to  which  their  situation  seems  to  subject  them ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  temperature  of  a  place  depends  much  more  upon 
other  circumstances,  than  upon  its  distance  from  the  pole,  or 
its  proximity  to  the  equinoctial  line. 

This  proposition  relates  to  the  general  temperature  of 
places  taking  the  whole  year  round,  and,  in  this  sense,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  city  of  London,  for  instance,  emoys 
much  warmer  seasons  than  the  bottom  of  Hudson's  Bay, 
which  is  nearly  in  the  same  latitude,  but  where  the  severity 
of  the  winter  is  so  great  as  scarcely  to  permit  the  hardiest  of 
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our  garden  plants  to  live.  If  the  comparison  be  mad:  be- 
tween the  const  ot'  Drazil  and  the  western  shor    ^f  South 

mcrica,  as,  for  example,  between  Bahia  nnd  Lima,  the  (Ui- 
ference  will  be  found  still  more  consid^  vable  i  for,  though  the 
coast  of  Brazil  is  extremely  sultry,  y'  i' o  coast  of  the  South 
Sea,  in  the  s.imc  latitude,  is  p*  rhaps  as  temperate  and  toler- 
able as  any  part  of  the  globe  ;  since  we,  in  ranging  it  along, 
did  not  once  meet  with  such  warm  weather  as  is  frequently 
felt  in  a  summer  day  in  England,  which  was  still  the  more 
remarkable,  as  there  never  fell  any  rain  to  refresh  and  cool 
the  air. 

The  causes  of  this  lower  temperature  in  the  South  Sea  arc 
not  difficult  to  be  assigned,  and  shall  be  mentioned  hereafter. 
I  am  now  only  solicitous  to  establish  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
tion, that  the  latitude  of  a  place  alone  is  no  rule  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  degree  of  heat  and  cold  which  obtains  there. 
Perhaps  this  position  might  be  more  briefly  confirmed  by 
observing  that  on  the  tops  of  the  Andes,  though  under  the 
equator,  liie  snow  never  melts  the  whole  year  round ;  a  cri- 
terion of  cold  stronger  than  is  known  to  take  place  in  many 
parts  far  within  the  polar  circle. 

Hitherto  I  hare  considered  the  temperature  of  the  air  all 
the  year  through,  and  the  gross  estimations  of  heat  and  cold 
which  every  one  makes  from  his  own  sensations.  But  if  this 
matter  be  examined  by  means  of  thermometers,  which  are 
loubtless  the  most  unerring  evidences  in  respect  to  the  abso- 
lute degrees  of  heat  and  cold,  the  result  will  be  indeed  most 
ivondenul ;  since  it  will  appear  that  the  heat  in  very  high  la- 
titudes, as  at  Petersburgh  for  instance,  is,  at  particular  timeb, 
much  greater  than  any  that  has  been  hitherto  observed  be- 
tween the  tropics.  Even  at  London  in  the  year  1746,  there 
was  a  part  of  one  day  considerably  hotter  than  was  at  any 
time  felt  in  one  of  the  ships  of  our  squadron  in  the  whole 
voyage  out  and  home,  though  four  times  passing  under  the 
equator ;  for,  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  the  thermometer 
in  London,  graduated  according  to  the  scale  of  Fahrenheit, 
stood  at  78°,  and  the  greatest  observed  heat,  by  a  thermome- 
ter of  the  sam^  kind  in  the  same  ship,  was  76o,  which  was  at 
St  Catharines  in  the  latter  end  of  December,  when  the  sun 
was  within  about  3°  of  the  vertex.  At  St  Petersburgh,  I  find 
by  the  acts  of  the  Academy,  in  the  year  1734,  on  the  20th 
and  25th  of  July,  that  the  thermometer  rose  to  98°  in  the 
shade,  or  22**  higher  than  it  was  found  to  be  at  St  Catha- 
r  »  ,  rines; 
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*  is  rather  to  be  deduced 
)Ie  seasoiij  or  per- 


rincs ; 


rincs;  which  extraordinary  degree  of  heat,  were  it  not  au- 
thenticated  by  the  regularity  and  circumspection  with  which 
the  observations  appeii  r  to  have  been  conducted,  would  ap- 
pear altogether  incredible. 

If  it  should  be  asked,  how  it  comes  then  to  pass,  that  the 
heat,  in  many  places  between  the  tropics,  is  esteemed  so 
violent  and  insufferable,  when  it  appears,  by  these  instances, 
that  it  is  sometimes  rivalled,  and  even  exceeded,  in  very  high 
latitudes,  not  ikr  from  the  polar  circle?  I  shall  answer, 
That  the  estimation  of  heat,  in  any  particular  place,  ought 
not  to  be  founded  upon  that  t-  icular  degree  of  it  which 
may  now  and  then  obtain  th 
from  the  medium  observed  )ie  season, 

baps  in  a  whole  year ;  and  t,  it  will  easily  ap* 

pear  how  much  more  intense  degree  of  heat  may 

prove,  by  being  long  continued  wu.  ut  remarkable  varia-^ 
tion.  For  instance,  in  comparing  together  St  Catharines' 
and  St  Petcrsburgh,  wc  shall  suppose  the  summer  heat  at  St 
Catharines  to  be  76**,  and  the  winter  heat  to  be  only  56°.  I 
do  not  make  this  last  supposition  upon  sufficient  authority, 
but  am  apt  to  suspect  the  allowance  is  full  large.  Upon  this- 
supposition,  therefore,  the  medium  heat  all  the  year  round 
will  be  66° ;  and  this  perhaps  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,' 
with  no  great  variation.  Now,  those  who  have  attended 
to  thermometrical  observation  will  readily  allow,  that  a  con- 
tinuance of  this  degree  of  heat  for  a  length  of  time,  would 
be  found  violent  and  suffocating  by  the  generality  of  man- 
kind. But  at  Petersburgh,  though  the  heat,  as  measured  by 
the  thermometer,  may  happen  to  be  a  few  times  in  the  year 
considerably  higher  than  at  St  Catharines,  yet,  at  other 
times,  the  cold  is  intensely  sharper,  and  the  medium  for  a 
year,  or  even  for  one  season  only,  would  be  far  short  of 
60°.  For  I  find,  that  the  variation  of  the  thermometer  at 
Petersburgh,  is  at  least  five  times  greater,  from  its  highest 
to  its  lowest  point,  than  I  have  supposed  it  to  be  at  St  Ca- 
therines* 

Besides  this  estimation  of  the  heat  of  a  place,  by  taking 
the  medium  for  a  considerable  time  together,  there  is  ano- 
ther 

'  On  his  own  principles,  the  lowest  heat  of  Petersburgh  ought  to  be — 
9°,  and  the  medium  temperature  of  the  year  48°;  but  the  data  are  loosely 
expressed  and  quite  unsatisfactory,  as  indeed  is  the  whole  reasoning  pa 
the  subject.— E. 
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ihtr  cU'cnmitance  which  will  tdll  fartbor  augniotit  ihev|p> 
pamil  heat  ol  the  wanner  eUmatei»  and  dimitoirii  ibi^0S 
th^  ooldeiv  though  I  do  not  remimber  to  have  seen  it  jr#* 
7/aarked  by  any  author.  To  iexplain  myself  more  duttinctly 
^Icnih^ia  head,  I  mlist  observet  that  the  measure  of  alilo* 
hite  heat*  marked  by  the  thermometer,  is  not  the  <iertain 
CKJiterlon  of  the  sensation  of  heat  with  which  human  bodies 
are  affected  i  finr,  as  the  presence  and  perpetual  succession 
<^  fresh  ohr  is  necessary  to  our  respiration,  so  there  is  a  spe-^ 
cies  of  tainted  or  stagnated  air  oitcpik  produced  by  the  cooii- 
tinuance  of  great  heats,  which,  bdi^  less  proper  for  veipi> 
ration,  never  &i]s  to  excite  in  us  an  idea  of  sultriness  M^d 
•uffi>cating  warmth,  much  beyond  what  the  heat,  of  the  (^r 
alone  woiud  occasion,  supposing  it  pure  and  a^tated.  Hoiice 
it  follows,  that  the  mere  mspection  of  the  thermometer  will 
never  determine  the  heat  which  the  human  body  feels  from 
this  cause ;  and  hence  tHao,  the  heat,  in  most  places  between 
the  tropics,  must  be  much  more  troublesome  &nd  uneasy, 
than  the  same  degree  of  absolute  heat  in  a  high  lutitude* 
For  the  equability  and  duration  of  the  tropicu  heat  con- 
tribute to  iropr^nate  the  air  with  a  multitude  of  steami 
and  vapours  from  the  soil  and  water }  and  many  of  these 
being  of  an  impure  and  noxious  kind,  and  being  not  easily 
zemoved,  bv  reason  of  the  regularity  of  the  winds  in  thoae 
parts,  which  only  shift  the  exhalatitms  nrom  place  to  place, 
without,  dispersing  them,  the  atmosphere  is  liy  this  means 
Tendered  less  a^ble  of  supporting  the  animal  function^ 
and  mankind  are  consequently  affected  by  what  th^  call  a 
iMMt  intense  and  stifling  heat.  Whereas,  in  the  higW 
latitudes!  these  vapours  are  probably  raised  in  smaller  ^an- 
tities,  and  are  frejqjuently  dispersed  by  the  irregularity  and 
iriclMHie  <^  the  winds ;  so  that  the  air^  being  in  feenera) 
more  pure  and  less  stagnant,  the  same  degree  of  absolute 
heat  is  not  attended  by  that  uneasy  and  suffocating  8eiu»> 
tion. 

This  may  suffice,  in  general,  with  respect  to  the  preteat 
■peculation  j  but  I  cannot  hel^  wishin^^  as  it  Is  a  subject 
-in  which  mankind  are  very  much  interested,  especially  tr«^ 
vellers  of  all  sorts,  that  it  were  more  thoroughly  and  accu-^ 
rately  examined,  and  that  all  ships  bound  to  the  warmer 
climates  were  furnished  with  thermometers  of  a  known  &r 
hnc,  and  would  observe  them  daily,  and  register  their  ob« 
aervaticms.    For,  considering  the  turn  to  philosc^hical  en- 
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immea  whi^  hai  i^buhied  in  Edn^  Mace  tlHi  begiiiiiHig  ai 
^  di^tfeqlh.ttiillufyi  it  it  incr«iM>I»  how  very  ntf&y  any 
iMllg  iPif  t^i  1kw4  ha«  beea  Attcudeci  tiO»  For  my  own  pan^ 
I  do  not  remendber  to  huVe  ever  sem  any  oUbervatioo*  (^ 
tbo  heat  nod  ooltj*  cither  in  the  £ut  or  Weat  Indies,  ^hicH 
Mere  mafle  by  miMrivef  or  offiten  of  vomoH  exoeptibg  thois 
made  hy  oroer  of  Commodore,  Ansoii  an  board  the  Cento* 
rion*  and  those  by  Captain  Legg  on  board  the  Siavem^  mio* 
tl|Br  ship  of  onr  iquadron« . 

ihave  been  in  some  measure  drawn  into  this  d^(rcflsion« 
by  the  consideration  of  the  fine  weather  we  exjpcrienc^  on 
the  coast  of  Peru)  even  Under  the  equinoctiii,  bnt  I  have 
not  yet  desoribed  Uie  partionlarities  of  this  Weaither.  I  thnU 
now  therefore  observe,  that  etery  clreumslAntoe  eonomved^ 
in  this  oliiia$te^  that  oould  render  the  open  air  and  the  dey- 
liffhtdesiral^ei  Fort  in  other  countries,  the  scordhing  hea| 
of  the  sun  in  summer  renders  the  greater  pkrt  of  the  day 
unapt  either  ibr  labour  or  amusement  and  the  firequenfe 
rains  are  not  less  troublesome  in  the  more  temperate  parte 
of  the  year :  Butt  in  this  happy  climate^  the  snn  rarely  ap«* 
pears.  Not  Utat  the  heavens  hate  at  any  time  a  dork  or 
gloomy  aspect ;  ibr  there  is  constantly  a  dieerful  gray  sliy» 
just  sv^cient  to  screen  the  snn,  and  to  mitigate  the  vioioioe 
of  its  perpendicular  rays,  widiout  obscuiflig  the  air,  or 
tinging  tiie  light  of  day  with  an  unpleasant  or  daeUmchol^ 
hue^  By  this  means,  all  parts  of  the  dqr  art  (nrqier  for  la- 
bour or  exercise  in  the  (^)en  air ;  nor  is  there  wanting  that 
refreshing  ond  pleasing  refrigeration  of  the  air  which  ie 
sometimes  produced  by  rains  in  other  olittwles;  for  here 
th«  same  enect  is  brought  about  by  the  fresh  breezes  from 
the  cooler  regions  to  the  southward*  It  is  reasonable  to 
^oppose,  thM  this  fortunftte  oMnpkxion  of  the  heavens  li 
>  prindpislly  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  those  vattt  moun* 
tditts  called  the  Andes^  which,  running  nearij,  parallel  to 
the  AofOt  and  nt  a  small  distuice  from  it,  opa  csttendii^ 
immensely  higher  than  any  other  mountains  upon  the  glob^ 
foim  upon  their  sides  and  declivities  a  prodigious  tract  cf 
OOttitry^  wbere^  according  to  the  different  approaches  to 
^  summit,  all  kinds  of  dlmates  may  be  found  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year. 

These  raounlains,  by  interoipting  great  part  of  the  east- 
ern #iod««  which  generally  blow  over  the  continent  <^Sonth 
Amer{iat>  nnd  bjr  cooling  that  part  of  the  air  whidi  forces 
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its  way  orer  their  to|M,  and  by  keepinff  biesfdes  a  hrgi  pori 
tion  cf.the  atmoiphere  perpetually  cool,  from  Its  eontigoitg^ 
to  the  snows  by  which  they  atv  always  eo^eredt  and  tl|tlt 
spreading  the  influencd  of  their  fira«en  crests  to  the  iMiigh- 
bomrlng  coasts  and  seas  of  Pern,  are  doubtless  thef  cause  of 
the  temperature  and  equability  which  constantly  prevail 
there.  For,  when  we  had  advanced  beyond  the  equinoctial 
to  the  north,  where  these  mountains  left  u^  and  had  no- 
thing to  screen  us  to  the  eastward  but  the  high  lands  on  dM' 
Isthmus  oJf  Darieti,  which  are  mere  mole-hills  comparki  to 
the  Andes,  we  then  found  that  we  had  totally  changed  our 
cKmate  in  a  short  run ;  passing,  in  two  or  three  days,  from 
the  telnperate  air  of  Peru,  to  the  sultry  and  burning  atmos^ 
phere  of  the  West'  Indies. 

'To  retnm  to  our  narratioif*  Oif  the  10th  of  November 
we  were  three  leagues  south  of  the  southern  island  of  Lu^m^ 
JirJat.  6*^27' S.  ^rhis  is  called  Jjobosdtla  Mat;  and  ano- 
iSxet,  which  is  to  the  northward  of  it,  and  resembles  it  so 
much  in  shape  and  appearance  as  to  be  often  mistaken  foi' 
It;  is  called  Lfibns  de  Tierra.  *  We  were  now  drawing  near 
the  station  that  had  been  appointed  for  the  Grloiiteester,  and 
tearing  to  miss  her,  we  went  under  easy  sail  all  night.  At 
day  weak  neitt;  morning,  we  saw  a  ship  in  shore  and  to. 
windward,:  which  had  passed  us  unseen  in  the  night,  and 
aooa  perceiving  that  she  was  not  the  Gloucester,  we  got  our 
tacks  on  board  and  gave  her  chase.  But  as  there  was  very 
little  wind,  so  that  neither  we  nor  the  chase  had  made  much ' 
way,'  the  commodore  ordered  his  barge  and  pinnace,  with 
ther  pinnace  of  the  Tryal's  priz^  to  K '  inned  and  armed^ 
and  to  pursue  and  board  the  chase.  A  .^nant  Brett^  wbo 
commanded  our  biarge,  came  up  with  a.^  first  about  nine 
o'clock,  a.  ro.>  and,  running  alongside,  fired  a  volley  of  small 
shot  between  her  masts^  just  over  the  heads  of  her  'people, 
and  then  instantly  boarded  with  the  greatest  part^of  his 
men.  Birt  the*  enemy  mad^  no  resistance  being  su£Bciently 
intimidated  by  the  dazzling  of  the  cutlasses,  and  the  volley 
they  had  just  received.  Lieutenant  Brett  now  made  tlie 
sail*  of  the  prize  be  trimmed.  Mid  bore  down  towards  lb« 

:^fl'.^  ■  commodore. 


'  The  Southern  Lobas,  or  Lobos  de  la  Maf,  is  in  fact  two  contiguous 
islands,  N.  and  S.  from  each  other,  in>  lat.  6^  57'  S.  add  long.  80^  *Sf  W. 
Lobot  de  Tierra,  called  also  Inner  Lobos,  from  being  nearer  tHe  land, 
lying  in  tb6  sanie  longitude,  is  in  lat.  6"^^  23'  S.  TheJre  is  sUll  a  third,  or 
Northern  Lobos,  in  lat.  5°  10*  S.  long.  81°  W. 
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cbmiiiodore,  takirig  up  the  other  twd  boati  in  llU  ^irjr* 
V/hen  within  libodt  four'  miles  oftts,  he  pat  off  in  theba^tf^ 
bringing  With  biitt' a  ndinbeir  of  the  jprisoncfv,  who^had 
given  him  some  materia)  intelligence,  which  he  Was  desiroua 
w  JBdmmttflicatiilg  to  th6  cqmmodbr*  aft  sooft  aft  poAsifaljL 
.Ob  hfs  arriv^l^  wt;  tearnt  that  the  prise  waft  call^  Nticiim 
Semradd  Qmniti,  of  about  270  tons  burden,  command^ 
by  Marbds  Mor^na^  a  native  of  Venice,  having  on  board 
fbrty>thr«ef  itiariners.  She  waft  deeply  laden  with  steely  iron, 
wax,  pepper,  cedar  plank,  snii^i  roiarios,  European  bale^ 
ffodils,  powder-blue,  cinnamon,  papdl  ihdulgerices,  and  othct 
Kinds  of  m'erbhandize;  and,  though  this  cargo  waft  of  Mttle 
Value  to  uft»  in  our  present  drcumstancesj  it  waft  the  most 
eonsiderataSe  capture  we  bad  made,  in  respect  to  the  Spft- 
niardsi'aft^it  amounted  to  upwards  of  400,000  dollars,  primb 
)cost  afPanhma.  This  ship  was  bound  ih>m  Panama  to 
Callao,  ^and  had  stopped  at  Payta  oh  her  Way^  to  take  odi 
hoafd  a  recruit  of  water  and  provisions,  and  bad  not  left 
thttt  plac6  above  twenty-four  hours  when  she  fell  into  oult 
-bands."''  ■  '■''^•-   ■  ^.    '■  > 

The  Jiifiportiiht  Itltettigt^nctf  received  bV  Mr  Brtftti  whidb 
he  was  so  anxious  to  ciommdnicate  to  the  commodore,  he 
had  learnt  from  One  Johii  Williams,  an  Irishman,  whom  ho 
found  in  the  pri^e,  and  which  was  c<Hifirmed  by  examiiuH 
tion  of  the  other  prisOnerft.  Williamft  was  a  papistj  who 
had  worked  liif  pafssage  from  Cadiz^  and  bad  travelled  over 
the  whole  of  the  kin^om  of  Mexico  as  a  pedlar.  He  pre- 
tended that,  by  this  business,  he  had  at  one  time  eltered 
four  or  five  thousand  dollars,  but  at  length  sot  entaliglecl 
by  thepriests,  who  knew  he  had  money,  andwas  stripped 
of  eviery  thing.  At  present  he  was  all  in  riigs^  having  just 
got  out  oi  Pay  to  gaoi,  where  he  bad  been  confined  for  some 
misdemeanour.  He  etxpressed  great  joy  in  thus  meeting 
his  countrymen,  and  im^ediatenr  informed  them,  that  a 
vessel  had  come  into  Pftyta,  only  a  few  days  before,  the 
master  of  which  had  informed  the  governor,  that  he  had 
been  chased  in  the  offing  by  a  very  large  diip,  which  he  waft 

Eersuaded,  from  her  sioe  ami  the  colour  of  her  sails,  must 
e  one  of  the  English  squadron.  This  we  conjectured  to 
have  been  the  Gloucester,  as  we  found  afterwards  was  the 
case.  On  examining  the  master,  and  being  fully  satisfied 
of  his  account,  the  governor  sent  off  an  express  with  all 
expedition  to  the  viceroy  atXima;  and  the  royal  officer  re* 
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rijisff  $t  Pajta,  tppieheiMifs  of  s  iFuit  frank  Um  £o«)iil»« 
M  veta  bttuly  wiplowd,  from  hit  fittt  keariag  or  tins 
mmt,  m  r«BM>vuig  th«  kini^i  treMiire  and  hb  mfd  to  Piur«» 
m  tamu  in  Uie  interior^  abouk  feuttMn  leagues  dutanC.*  W« 
Inlnt  fiirther*  from  our  priMneni  that  there  was  al  thb 
tioM  a  ooMidcraUe  tttin  of  moiiqr  m  the  ciutom-hoiMe  oC 
Ffqrta,  belaDguMi  to  aane  menihanta  of  Unm,  which  wi^ 
inlMdod  to  te  cupped  oa  boani  a  venel^  then  in  the  har* 
be««  of  Pfljfta»  and  was  praMuring  to  sail  for  the  bay  of 
fiiimpiiiinl*^  en  the  coast  ot  MexicoiK  in  order  to  purchase  a 
pari  of  the  cargo  of  the  Manilla  sbip< 

As  the  ¥Cflsel  in  which  this  money  was  to  be  shipped  waa 
reckoned  a  prime  sailer»  and  had  just  received  a  new  coat 
of  tallow  on  her  bottom,  and  might,  in  the  opMoion  of  the 
prisoners,  be  able  to  sail  the  succeedina  momiagb  -we  had 
fittle  reason  to  MpetA  tbatoiir  dup,  which  hfid  been  nearly 
tmo  years  in  ^e  water,  could  have  ai^  chance  to  get  up 
ililh  her,  if  she  were  oneo  allowed-  to  escape  from  the  pott* 
Wherefi^n^  and  as  wo  were  now  diaoovered,  and  the  whole 
coast  would  soon  be  alarmed,  and  as  our  continuing  to 
dniifee  any  Imigpe  in  these  psMrta  would  now  answer  n*  but* 
pose,  the  commodore  determined  to  endeavour  to  take  ray" 
t»  \>^  surprise,  having  in  the  firii  place  informed  himself 
mintttely  of  ita  strength  and  condition^  by  examining  the 
priaonen,  and  being  fully  satisfied  that  there  was  little  dan- 
gwr  of  losing  many  m  our  men  in  the  attempt. 

This  attfwk  on  Payta,  bf^es  the  treasure  it  pramisedr 
and  ita  being  the  only  enterprize  in  our  power  to  nndertakei 
had  alao  several  other  probable  advantages.  We  might,  in 
all  probabiiity»  supply  ourselves  with  great  quantities  of  live 
psovisiooa,  <m  which  we  w«re  in  gveeA  want;  and  we  sbmild 
aho  have  an  opportunity  of  setting  our  prisoners  on  shores 
who  were  now  very  numerous^  wad  made  a  greater  con- 
sumption of  our  food  than  our  remaining  stock  was  capable 
of  fumuihing  much  loiter.  In  all:  these  lights*  the  attempt 
waa  most  dlgibl^  and  to  which  onr  situation,  our  nooassi- 
IteSk  and  every  pnidafitial  consideration,  strongly  prompled* 
How  it  juceeisaed,  and  how  &r  it  answered  our  expeota- 
tionsi  shall  be  the  subject,  of  the  succeedii^  section. 

Segmoh 

4  San  Mkoal  de  Piura  is  about  aCT  Eiyliah  milas  £.  by  8.  fima  Vtfta, 
and  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Piura  ri?er«— E. 
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TvM  town  of  Payte  b  in  lot  50»  12'  a  [long.  81"  15^  W.] 
being  lituated  in  •  inoft  barren  soil,  oompoMd  onlj  of  land 
and  aliite.  It  is  of  small  €xtent,  being  vomA  875  yards  in 
length  ^ng  the  shore  of  the  bay,  and  ISO  yards  in  breadth^ 
oontainmg  msb  ^an  two  huadnKi  &Diiliei.  The  houses  are 
only  gromd  floors,  their  walk  composed  of  split  oaaes  and 
mud,  and  the  roofs  thatched  with  leaves.  Thoufi^  thus  e»* 
tMmely  slight,  these  edifioes  are  abandantly  sttftdaat  fiw  a 
dfanala  where  rain  is  considered  as  a  prodigy,  and  is  sot 
seen  in  many  "^can:  Inaoinuch  diat,  a  snudl  quantity  of, 
rain  falling  in  tneyear  1738,  is  said  to  have  ruined  a  great 
number  of  buildings,  which  mouldered  awa^,  and  mchicd  as 
it  w«re  before  it.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Indians  and 
blade  slaves,  or  of  mixed  breed,  the  whites  being  very  lew. 
The  port  of  Payta,  though  little  more  than  a  bay,  is  redt- 
oned  the  best  on  this  ooqst,  and  is  indeed  a  very  secure  and 
commodious  anchorage,  and  is  frequented  t^  aU  vesseb 
coming  from  the  norai,  as  here  only  the  ships  from  Aoa^ 
pukMH  Sonsonnate^  Redejo,  and  Panama,  can  touch  and 
refresh  in  their  passage  to  Callae ;  and  the  length  of  these 
voyages,  the  winder  the  greatest  part  of  the  year  being 
fuU  against  diem,  renders  it  indispensaUy  necessary  for  them 
to  cui  in  here  for  a  recruit  of  fresh  water.  Payta  itsd^ 
however,  is  situated  in  so  parched  a  spot^  diat  it  does  not 
friaiah  a  drop  of  fi^sh  water,  neither  any  kind  of  vowta- 
fales  or  other  provisions,  esusept  fish  and  a  few  goats.,  uvA, 
from  an  Indian  town  named  Colan,  two  or  three  leagues  to 
the  notrthmod,  water,  maize,  v^c^tables,  fowls,  and  odier 
provisions,  are  c(^veyad  to  Payia  on  btdmt  or  floats^  for 
the  supply  of  ships  which  touch  there ;  and  cattle  are  some- 
times brouflriht  from  Piura,  a  town  about  thirty  miles  up  the 
country.  The  water  brought  fivNu  Gdan  is  whitish  and  of 
a  disagreeable  appearance^  but  is  said  to  be  very  wholesome; 
for  it  Is  pretended  by  the  inhabitants  that  it  runs  through 
large  tracks  overgrofwn  with  sarsaparilla,  wilJi  which  it  b 
sensibly  in^regnated.  Besides  furnishing  the  trading  ahipa 
boond  from  the  north  for  CaUiw  with  wat«r  wd  olher  ne« 
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oenary  refrailuMnili,  thii  port  of  Payta  is  the  uiual'  place 
where  pusengen  from  Acapulco  and  Panama,  bound  to 
Lima,  aiiemMrk }  a«.the  voyage  fronn  hrnce  to  Callao,  the 
port  of  Lima,  .it  two  hundred  leagues,  and  is  extremely  te- 
dious and  fatiguing,  owing  to  the  wind  being  almost  always 
contrary }  whereas  ttiere  is  a  tolerably  good  road  by  land, 
numli^  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast,  with  many  stations  an4 
lUlages  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers. 
»«Bayta  is  merely  an  open  town,  unprovided  with. any  der. 
fimoe^  except  a^  small  fort  or  redoubt  near  the  shore  of  the 
bay.  It  was  of  much  consequence  to  us  to  be  well  informed 
of  the  fabric  and  strength  of  this  fort ;  which,  we  learnt  from 
our  prisoners,  had  eignt  pieces  of  cannon,  but  neither  ditch 
nor  outwork*  being  merely  surrounded  by  a  plain  brick  wall; 
and  that  the  garrison  consilted  of  one  weak  companv,  though 
the  town  might  possibly  be  able  to  arm  three  hundred  men^ 
Having  informed  himself  of  the  strength  of  the  place,  the 
eommodore  determined  upon  making  an  attempt  for  its  cap^ 
ture  that  veiy  night,  the  Is2th  November.  \Ve  were  then 
about  twelve;  leagues  from  shore ;  a  sufficient  distance  to  pre- 
vent being  discovered,  yet  not  so  far  but  that,  by  making  all 
the  sail  we  could  carry;  we  might  arrive  in  the  bay  long  he- 
ibre  day4)reak.  The  commow>re  considered,  however,  that 
this  would  be  an  improper  manner  of  proceeding,  as  our 
■hips,  being  Juirge  bodies,  might  easily  be  seen  at  a  dis- 
tance, even  in  the  night,  and  might  alarm  the  inhabitants,  so 
as  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  removing  their  most  valu- 
able effiects.  He  resolved  therefore,  as  the  strength  of  the 
place  did  not  require  the  employment  of  our  who^  force,  to 
make  the  attempt  with  the  boats  only,  ordering  our  eighteeii- 
oared  barge,  with  our  own  and  the  Tryal's  pinnaces,  on  this 
service.  Fif^y^eight  men,  well  furnished  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, were  picked  opt  to  man  them,  and  the  command 
of  the  expedition  was  entrusted  to  Lieutenant  Brett,  to 
whom  tlie  commodore  gave  the  necessary  orders  and  in- 
structions. 

The  better  to  prevent  the  disappointment  and  cbnfusion 
which  might  arise  in  the  darkness  of  the  niaht,  and  from  the 
^oronce  of  our  people  of  the  streets  and  passages  of  the 
place,  two  of  the  Spanish  pilots  were  appointed  to  attend  Mr 
Brett,  to  conduct  him  to  the  most  convenient  landinj|^•place, 
and  afterwards  to  be  his  guides  on  ^^re.  Likewise,  that  we 
might  have  the  greater  security  for  their  fidelity  on  this  oo? 
'  casion 
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casion,  the  commodore  p'ublicly  assured  all  our  priionervf 
that  they  should  be  set^on  shore  and  released  at  this  plno%« 
proyfcled  the  pilots  Acted  faithlullj :  But,  in  case  of  any  mit^ 
conduct  or  treachery,  the  pilots  were  threatened  with  being 
instantly  shot,  and  all  the  rest  were  assured  of  being  carried 

grisoners  to  Enghmdt  Thus  the  prisoners  were  iMmselves 
iterested  in  our  success,  and  we  had  no  reaa6n  to  suspect 
Mir  guides  of  negligence  or  perfidy.  It  is  trorthy^of  remark, 
<m  this  occasion,  as  a  singular  circumstance^  that  oAe  of 
thMapilots,  as  we  afterwards  learnt,  had  been  taken  by  Cap- 
tain CUipperton  above  twenty  years  before,  and  had  then  been 
obliged  to  guide  Captain  Clipperton  and  his  people  to  the 
surprizal  of  Truxillo,  a  town  to  the  southward  of  Pbyta ; 
where^  however,  he  contrived  to  alarm  and  save  lus  country- 
men,  though  the  place  was  carried  and  piUaoed.  ,  It  is  cer- 
tainly an  extraordinary  incident,  that  the  only  two  attempts 
on  shore,  and  at  so  long  an  interval,  should  have  been  guiaed 
by  the  same  person,  a  prisoner  both  times,  and  forced  upoi^ 
toe  service  contrary  to  his  inclination. 

During  our  preparation,  the  ships  continued  to  stand  for 
the  port  with  all  the  sail  they  could  carry,  secure  that  wo 
i<rere  still  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  sten.  Abo^t  ten  at 
night,  being  then  within  five  leagues  of  Payta,  Lieutenant 
Brett  pot  off  with  the  boats  under  his  command,  and  arrived 
at  the  month  of  the  bay  undiscovered.  He  had  no  sooner: 
enter^  the  bay,  than  some  of  the  people  in  a  ship  riding 
there  at  anchor  perceived  him,  and  getting  instantly  into 
their  boat,  rowed  towards  the  fort,  shouting  and  crying.  The 
Etigluh  i  the  EngRth  dogs !  By  this  the  whole  town  was  sud- 
denly alarmed,  and  our  people  soon  observed  several  lights 
hurrying  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  fort,  and  other  in- 
dications of  the  inhabitants  being  all  in  motion.  On  this, 
Mr  Brett  encouraged  his  men  to  pull  briskly*  'i'^i  they 
mig^  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  possible  to  prepare 
Tor  defence.  Yet,  before  our  boats  could  reach  the  shore, 
i\6  people  in  the  fort  had  got  some  of  their  cannons  ready^ 
ai  d  pointed  them  towards  the  landing-place;  and  though,  in 
thi^  darkness  of  the  night,  chance  may  be  supposed  to  have 
had  .>  greater  share  in  their  direction  than  skill,!  vet  the  first 
shot  passed  extremely  near  one  of  our  boats,  whistling  just 
over  the  heads  of  the  crew.  This  made  our  people  reftouble 
their  efforts,  so  that  they  had  reached  the  shor^  and  wer% 
in  part  landed,  by  ^e  time  the  second  shqtt  wag  fired.  . 

As 
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Ai  MKMi  M  our  men  were  Uadedy  they  were  condudfd  by 
Mi  of  the  dlot*  to  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  street,  not  aboto 
fifty  yards  firoin  the  beach,  where  they  were  corered  from  the 
fire  of  the  fort ;  and  beinff  here  ^rmed  at  well  ai  the  short- 
ness  of  the  time  would  allow,  they  marched  immediately  fbr 
the  paradii  a  large  square  at  the  other  eAd  of  this  street,  on 
one  side  of  which  stood  the  Ibrt,  while  the  govemor^s  house 
formed  another  side  of  the  sense  square.    In  this  march, 
though  performed  with  tolerable  regularity,  the  shouts  and 
phunours  of  nearly  threescore  sailors,  who  had  been  so  long 
oooflned  on  ship  Doard,  and  who  were  now  for  the  Bm  time 
on  shore  i|i  an  enemy's  oountry,  joyous  as  seamen  always 
«re  when  tliey  land,  and  animatea  on  the  present  occasion 
ivitfa  the  hopes  of  immense  pillage,  joined  with  the  noise  of 
tfieir  drums,  and  fiiyoured  by  the  n^^  had  augmented 
dieir  numbers,  in  the  o(Mnlon  of  the  astonished  enemy,  to  at 
least  three  hunchrcd;  by  which  estimation,  the  inhabitants 
were  so  greatly  intimidated,  that  they  were  infinity  more 
aolidtous  about  the  means  of  0ight  than  of  resistance^  Hence, 
tiboooh  upon  entering  the  parade^  our  people  receifcd  a  vol- 
k^  mm  the  perchMts  to  whom  the  treasure  then  in  the 
tmm  belonged,  who  were  ranged  In  a  gaNery  that  wetat 
round  the  governor's  house,  yet  that  post  was  immediately 
abandoned  on  the  first  fire  made  by  our  people^  who  were 
tdiercfay  left  in  quiet  possession  of  the  parade. 

Mr  Brett  nbw  divided  his  men  into  two  parties,  ordering 
one  of  them  to  surround  the  governor's  house,  and  if  possi- 
ble to  seciire  the  governor,  while  he  wept  hifnself  at  the  head 
of  Uie  other  party,  with  the  intention  of  forcing  possession  of 
the  fort  But  the  enemy  abandoned  it  on  his  approach,  ma- 
king their  escape  over  the  walls,  and  he  entered  it  without 
opposition.  Thus  the  place  was  mastered  in  less  than  a  qaar? 
iter  of  an'  hour  after  landing,  and  with  no  pthcr  loss  on  our 
aide  than  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  One  of  these 
was  the  l^ranish  fHlot  of  the  Teresa,  who  received  a  »\\A\ 
brune  by  a  ball,  which  grafed  his  wrist.  The  honoufabte 
Mr  Keppell,  son  to  the  Earl  of  Att)emarie^  had  on  this  oc- 
casion a  harrow  escape.  He  wore  a  jockey>cap,  one  side  of 
^c  peak  ot  which  «  as  shaved  <^by  a  ball^  close  to  his  tem- 
pi^ yet  did  him  no  other  injury. 

Having  thos  iiur  happify  succeeded,  Mr  Brett  placed  a 
■oard  at  the  fort,  and  another  in  the  governor's  house,  and 
fixed  coitiiMls  at  aU  the  avennea  of  the  town^  both  to  pre^ 
'  "'     "    ■  ' ,'  '   '     ■*■■'»■        vent 


-•  >  ■  m-' 


cM4Fk  XIV.  tBCT.  xvu     Coptam  Jmom* 


977 


\  ■  .%»4 


Tint  any  nirpriie  fron  the  mtinv,  Md  to  ittora  the  tAeti 
in  Ae  pku*  frotn  bdog  •mbtnled.    Hit  next  oert  wm  to 
aelz^  upon  the  custom-houfe*  in  mhUAk  the  traunre  wm 
lodged,  and  lo  examine  If  any  o#  the  inhabitants  remained  in 
the  town,  that  he  might  know  what  ftrther  precautions  were 
neceiiary.     He  mmb  finmd  that  the  nanbera  temaining 
were  i»o  wa^s  formidablo  t  for  by  Ar  dbe  greatest  part  oi 
them,  being  in  bed  when  the  phwe  was  surprised,  had  run 
a#ay  with  so  much  preeipitiUion,  that  they  iiad  not  talten 
dme  to  put  on  their  clothes.    Tlie  governor  was  not  the  UisC 
to  seeure  himself  in  this  mneral  root}  for  he  fled  betimes 
hal^«al(ed,  leaving  his  wife  behind,  a  young  lady  of  about 
seventeen,  to  whom  he  had  only  been  marriMl  three  or  four 
4ays ;  yet  she  also  was  carried  offhalf-nalnd,  by  a  oouple  <if 
centineh^  Just  as  am  detachment,  ordered  to  invest  the  bousa^ 
arrived  for  that  purpose.    This.escape  of  the  gavemor  was 
an  unpleasant  circumstance,  as  the  commodore  nad  particu- 
htU  recommended  to  Mr  Brett  to  secure  him  if  possible,  as 
by  that  means  he  might  have  treated  for  the  ransom  of  the 
place !  bat  his  alacrity  in  flight  rendered  this  impracticable. 
The  few  inhabitants  who  remained  were  confined  in  one  of 
thechvJMhes  under  a  guard,  except  some  stout  negroes,  who 
Were  employed  the  remaining  part  of  the  night  in  carrying 
the  treasure^  firom  the  custom-house  and  othw  plaees,  to  the 
fort,  eaeh  party  of  them  being  attended  by  a  file  of  muslce* 
teers.    Thb  trannortation  m  the  treasure  was  the  chief  em- 
ployment of  Mr  Brett's  people  after  getting  possession  of  the 
place;  yet  the  sailors^  while  thus  busied,  could  not  be  pre* 
vented  from  entering  the  houses  in  their  way,  in  search  of  pri- 
vate piHaffe;  when  the  first  things  that  occurred  to  them, 
were  the  clothes  left  by  the  Spaniards,  and  which  were  mostly 
$ndm^ered  or  lacecf,  according  to  die  fashion  of  the  coun- 
try.   Our  pec^le  eageriy  seizeatheae  glittering  dresses,  and 
put  them  on  over  their  own  dirty  trowsers  and  jackets,  not 
n>i|;ettlng  the  tye  ov  bi^w%i,  and  laced  hats,  which  were 
— lerally  found  along  with  the  clothes.   When  this  had  once 
;un,  there  #as  no  possibility  of  preventing  the  whole  de- 
iment  from  Imitating  the  example }  but  urase  who  came 
latest  into  the  fashion,  not  finding  men's  clothes  sufficient  to 
equip  them,  were  forced  to  take  up  with  women's  gowns  and 
petticoats,  which,  provided  these  were  fine  enough,  they 
made  no  scruple  ot  putting  on  and  blending  with  their  own 
greasy  dress:  So  that,  when  a  party  of  them  first  made  they 
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■ppennuite  in  that  guiM  before  Mr  Brett,  he  wm  extremely 
Nrprised  itt  their  grotctqne  exhibition,  end  ooukl  hardly  b»> 
U999  they  were  hfi  own  men. 

While  these  tranuotion*  were  going  on  at  Payta,  we  lay- 
to  till  one  in  the  morning,  from  the  time  when  our  boat* 
'  pudicd  off;  and  then,  tuppodng^ho  detachment  to  be  near 
landing,  wo  went  011  under  easy  aail  for  the  bay.  This 
we  bfl;^  to  open  about  sevMi  a.  m.  of  the  13th,  and  kofm 
after  had  •  view  of  the  town.  Though  we  bad  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  yet  we  saw  witli  iqucIi 
jov  an  infiiUible  sign  of  ita  being  effiicted,  as,  by  means  of  our 
teiescmMs  we  could  see  the  English  flag  hoisted  on  the  flag- 
staff of  the  fint.  We  plied  into  the  bay  with  as  much  expe- 
dition as  the  wind,  which  then  blew  from  the  shore,  would 
aUow  I  and  at  eleven  a.  m.  the  Tryal's  pinnace  came  on  board 
na,  laden  with  dollars  and  church  plate,  when  the  officer  who 
commanded  her  gave  an  account  of  the  transactions  of  the 
preceding  night.  About  two  p.  m.  we  anchored  in  ten  and 
•  half  fiithoms,  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the  town,  and 
iMre  consequently  near  enough  to  have  dlrei^  inter^oqrst) 
with  the  shore. 

Mr  Brett  had  hitherto  gone  on,  collecting  and  r«ippylLpg 
the  treasure,  without  interruption;  but  the  enemy  hid  now 
rendezvoused  from  all  parts  of  the  countrpr,  on  a  hilJ  i^t  the 
back  of  the  town,  where  they  made  no  mconsiderable  ap^ 
pearance;  as,  among  the  rest  of  their  force,  there  were  two 
nundred  horse,  seemingly  well  armed  and  mounted,  and,  as  we 
conceived,  properly  trained  and  regimented,  as  they  w^re 
furnished  with  trumpets,  drums,  and  standards.  These 
troops  paraded  about  the  hill  with  taiuch  ostentation,  sound- 
ing their  military  music;  and,  as  our  small  force  on  shore 
was  by  this  time  known  to  them,  practuing  every  art  to  inti- 
midate us,  in  hopes  we  might  be  inducco,  by  our  fears  of 
them,  to  abandon  the  place  before  completing  its  pillage. 
We  were  not,  however,  so  ignorant  as  to  believe  that  thiii 
body  of  horse,  which  seemed  to  be  what  diey  chieflv  depend- 
ed on,  would  dare  to  venture  themselves  among  the  streets 
and  houses,  even  had  they  been  three  times  more  numerous; 
and  we  went  on  calmly,  as  long  as  day-light  lasted,  in  send- 
ing off  the  treasure,  and  carrying  on  board  refreshments, 
such  as  hogs,  poultry,  and  the  like^  which  we  found  in  great 
abundance.  At  night,  to  prevent  surprise,  the  commMqr^ 
sent  a  reinforcement  on  shore,  who  were  posted  in  all  the 
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avrauct  lending  to  the  pandti  and,  for  fartbtr  Monrity*  all 
thfi  itftett  were  travencd  with  borricadee  six  fiset  high.  But 
the  enemy  continued  quiet  all  night,  and  at  dav-breoli  we 
tmumed  our  labour*  iii  loading  and  Mnding  off  the  boau* 

We  were  now  thoroughly  convinced  of  what  conaequence 
ft  would  have  been,  had  fortune  seconded  the  nrudeQt;Viows 
^^ofthecomniodore^  by  enabling  us  to  have  secured  the  go- 
'*^^rnor.  For  we  found  many  warehouses  lull  of  valuable  e& 
ieots,  which  were  quite  useless  to  us  in  our  present  cirfsuro- 
stanocfl,  as  we  could  not  And  room  for  them  on  board,  fiuu, 
had  the  governor  been  in  our  power,  he  would  have  treated, 
in  all  probability,  fur  the  ransom  of  this  roerchandiae,  which 
would  have  been  extremely  advantageous,  both  for  him  and 
ns.  Whereas,  he  being  at  liberty,  and  having  collected  all 
the  forcv.or  the  country  for  many  leagues  around,  and  having 
•van  got  a  body  of  militia  from  Piura,  he  was  so  elated  by 
bis  numbers,  and  so  fond  of  his  now  military  command,  that 
he  did  not  seem  to  care  about  the  fate  of  his  government. 
Insomuch  that,  although  our  commodore  sent  several  mc 
•ages  to  him,  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  made  pri- 
soners, offering  to  enter  into  treaty  for  the  ransom  of  the 
town  and  goods,  even  giving  an  intimation  that  we  should 
be  far  from  insisting  on  a  rigorous  equivalent,  and  might 
perhaps  be  satisfied  with  some  live  cattle  and  other  necessa- 
ries for  the  use  of  the  squadron,  yet  the  governor  despised 
all. these  reiterated  overtures,  and  did  not  deisn  to  give  the 
•lightest  answer,  though  repeatedly  threatcnetl,  if  he  would 
not  condescend  to  treat,  that  wp  would  set  the  town  and  aU 
(he  warehouses  on  fire. 

On  the  second  day  of  our  possessing  tlie  place,  several  ne- 
gro slaves  deserted  trom  the  enemy  on  the  hill,  and  voluntapr 
rlly  entered  into  our  service,  one  of  them  being  weil  knowi^ 
to  a  gentleman  on  board,  who  remembered  to  have  seen  bin| 
formerly  at  Panama!  We  now  learnt  that  the  lSpaniardi» 
without  the  town,  were  in  extreme  distress  for  water;  for 
'  many  of  their  slaves  crept  into  town  by  stealth,  and  carried 
away  several  jars  of  water  to  their  masters  on  the  hill ;  and| 
though  some  of  these  were  seized  in  the  attempt,  yet  their 
thirst  was  so  pressing,  that  they  continued  the  practice  m 
lonff  as  we  remained  m  possession  of  the  place.  In  the  poiirse 
of  this  second  day,  we  were  assured,  both  by  desertera  an4 
prisoners,  that  the  Spaniards  were  now  increased  to  a  formi- 
dable number,  and  had  resolved  to  storm  the  town  and  fort 
.       .  next 
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next  night,  under  the  command  of  one  Gordon,  *  Soots  piF* 
iriit,  And  captain  of  a  iihip  in  thete  wai.  Wo  oontinoidL 
liowover,  to  nroaecuto  our  work,  without  hurry,  loading  and 
Mudinff  off  the  buati  an  long  aa  wo  had  light  \  and  at  night, 
n  reinforcement  wut  uffain  aont  on  shore  by  tlit  commodore, 
and  Mr  Brett  doubled  hit  guards  at  ail  the  barricades,  all 
his  posts  being  connected,  by  meanaof  eantinels  placed  wUh* 
in  call  of  each  otlier,  and  the  whok  visited  by  fVequent  rourt^i^ 
attended  by  a  drum.  These  marks  of  our  vigilanoe  and  rea» 
dineis  to  receive  the  enemy,  which  they  could  not  be  igno« 
rant  of,  cooled  their  resolution,  and  made  them  forget  the 
vaunts  of  the  preceding  dart  so  that  we  passed  this  second 
night  with  ns  little  molestation  ns  we  had  done  the  Urst. 

Wo  had  finished  sending  the  tretuure  on  board  the  even* 
ing  before,  so  that  the  third  morning,  being  the  Iftth  of  No- 
vember, the  boatH  were  employed  in  carrying  off  the  most  va- 
luable part  of  the  eflects  from  the  town.  As  the  commodore 
proposed  to  soil  in  the  nfturnoon,  he  this  day  nbont  ten 
o'clock,  pursuant  to  his  promise,  sent  all  his  prisoners  on 
shore,  to  the  numt)er  of  cigltty-eight,  giving  orders  to  Lieute- 
nant IBrctt  to  have  them  seaired  in  one  ot  the  churches  un- 
der u  strict  guard,  till  he  and  his  men  were  ready  to  embark. 
Mr  Brett  was  also  ordered  to  set  the  whole  town  on  fire,  ex- 
cept the  two  churches,  which  fortunately  stood  at  some  dla« 
tance  from  the  houses,  after  which  he  was  to  abandon  Cho 
place  and  return  on  board.  Mr  Brett  punctually  complied 
with  these  orders,  and  immediately  distributed  pitch,  tar,  ond 
other  combustibles,  of  which  there  was  ffreat  abundance  to 
be  had,  into  various  houses  in  the  several  streets  of  the  town, 
80  that  as  the  pUce  was  to  be  fired  in  many  dilferent  quar- 
ters at  the  same  time,  the  destruction  might  be  the  more  vio- 
lent and  sudden,  and  the  enemy  might  not  be  able  to  extin- 
guish it  after  his  d^arture.  All  these  preparations  being 
made,  Mr  Brett  made  the  cannon  in  the  fort  be  spiked )  and 
setting  fire  to  the  houses  most  to  windward,  he  collected  his 
men  and  marched  them  to  the  beach,  where  the  boats  waited 
to  take  them  off. 

As  that  part  of  the  beach  where  he  intended  to  embark 
was  an  open  place  without  the  town,  near  the  churches,  bis 
retreat  was  perceived  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  hill,  on  which 
they  resolved  to  endeavour  to  precipitate  his  departure,  in 
order  to  have  a  pretext  for  fiiture  boasting.  For  this  pur- 
pose, a  small  squadron  of  their  horse,  oonsistinfi;  of  about 
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lixtyf  Mlcctad  fNrobiibly  ft»r  thi*  Mr«ice>  mtvelMcl  down  Um 
hill  with  miMh  Mwning  fMolutioiii  m  if  Umjt  had  propoMd 
to  bavt  dwiMd  our  men  now  on  tlM  open  beaeh  without  any 
advantflfo  m  titaation.  But  no  looner  did  Mr  Brett  ball 
hit  men  and  fact  aboutf  than  they  itop^  their  careeri  and 
did  not  vantnre  to  advance  any  farther.  On  arriving  at  the 
hoatii  and  being  auite  ready  to  embark,  our  people  were  de- 
tained lome  time  by  miiunff  one  of  their  number  j  andf  ailer 
■one  ooniiderable  delay,  being  unable  to  loam  where  he  wae 
left,  or  by  wlwt  accident  he  wae  detained,  they  resolved  to 
depart  without  him.  Ju«t  when  the  hiit  man  wai  embarkedt 
ami  the  boau  were>fK)ing  to  siiove  oSt  they  iicard  him  calling 
to  be  taken  in  i  at  which  time  the  town  wae  so  tiioroughly  on 
firck  and  the  imoke  so  covered  the  beocb,  tliat  they  conkl 
haidly  discern  him,  tlx>ug^  he  waa  quite  well  lienrd.  Mv 
Brett,  however,  instantly  ordered  one  of  the  boats  to  his  re- 
lief, which  found  him  up  to  the  chin  in  the  water,  for  he  had 
wodod  as  fhr  ae  he  durr^,  dicing  extremely  terrified  at  the  idea 
of  fiklling  into  the  hands  uf  the  enemy,  enraged  as  they  doubt- 
less were  at  tlie  pillage  and  destruction  of  their  town.  On 
enquiring  into  tbo  cause  of  his  stayina  behind  the  rest,  ho 
aduiowledged  having  taken  too  large  a  uose  of  brandy,  which 
had  thrown  him  into  so  profound  a  sleep  that  he  did  not 
Wfike  tiU  the  flrt  began  to  scorch  him.  At  first  opening  his 
eyes,  he  waa  amaiea  to  see  ail  the  houses  in  a  blue  on  one 
eide^  and  sevnral  Spanhirde  and  Indians  not  far  from  him  on 
the  other.  The  g^eat  and  indden  terror  instantly  restored 
him  to  iobriety,  and  gave  him  sufiicient  presence  of  mind  to 
pudb  tbroi^h  the  thickest  of  the  smoker  as  the  most  likely 
means  of  escaping  &om  the  enemy  t  and,  making  the  l)esi  of 
hiaway  to  the  beMh,  he  ran  into  tbo  water  as  far  as  he  durs^ 
for  ho  could  not  swim,  bef«re  he  ventured  to  look  back. 

It  waa  certainly  much  to  the  honour  of  our  poopkv  that 
thou|^  there  were  great  quantities  of  wine  and  spirits  found 
in  Ute  town,  yet  tnii  wae  the  only  one  who  was  known  to 
have  so  for  neglected  his  duty  as  to  get  drunk :  indeed,  their 
whole  bdbaviour,  while  on  shor^  was  greatly  more  regular 
than  could  well  have  been  expected,  uom  saibrs  who  had 
bem  so  long  confined  on  board  ship;  and,  thoiwh  much  of 
Uib  good  conduct  must  doubtkm  be  imputed  to  the  dilioenGe 
of  t£e  offioers,  and  to  tlie  excellent  discipline  they  hati  tieen 
eonstantlv  inured  to  under  the  commodore,  it  was  certainly 
not  a  little  to  the  reputation  of  the  men^  that  they  should  so 
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gentmllyhave  refrained  frbm  indulging  in  thiew  iritoicioating 
Bquors,  which  thejr  foand  in  abundance  in  every  warehouse; 

Thfere  was  another  sidgohtr  incident  occurred  her^  which 
tiferifs  being  recorded.    An  Engli8hnian»  who  had  formel^y 
wrought  as  a  ship-«arpefhter  in  PortsihoiHh  yard^  had  left  his 
covntry  and  entered  into  the  Spanish  service,  and  was  at  thiis 
time  employed  by  them  at  the  p6n  of  Ouavaqnil;  tuid»  as' it 
was  well  known  to  his  friends  !n  England  tmt  he  was  in  that 
p<irt  of  the  world,  they  had  put  letters  for  him  on  board  the! . 
GentuMon.    lliis  roan  happened  at  the  present  time  to  be 
among  the  Spaniards  who  had  retired  to  the  hill  of  Payta; 
iaAd  iambitious,  as  it  would  seem,  of  acquiring  reputitimi 
among  his  new  miasters,  he  came  down  un<irffled  to  oAe  of 
our  centinels,  who  was  posted  at  some  distance  from  th6  fort 
towards  the  encmv,  pretending  that  he  was  desirous  of 'sar-> 
rendering  himself,  and  returnmg  to  the  service  of  his  odiun- 
try.    Our  centinel  had  a  cockea  pistol  in  his  hand,  but,  dcM 
ceiv^  by  the  fair  speeches  Of  the  carpeiiterj  he  allowed  him' 
vevy  imprudently  to  come  much  too  near  him^  sO  thatj  wtatch- 
ing  his  Opportunity,  the  carpenter  wrenched  the  pistol  frbtn 
his  hand,  and  ran  away  with  it  up  the  hill.    By  this  time  twor 
others  of  our  men,  who  had  seen  the  carpenter  advance,' 
and  suspected  bis  intentions,  were  making  towards  hlm^^  and 
now  pursued  him,  but  he  got  up  the  hill  before  th^  tiould 
reach  him,  and  then  turned  round  and  fired  thte  pistol.    Hicr 
pursuers  immediately  returned  the  fire,  though  at  a^great 
distance,  and  the  crest  Of  the  hill  covered  him  as  soon  as  they 
had  fired,  so  that  they  took  it  for  granti^  they  had'  missed 
him  :  yet  we  afterwards  learnt  that  ne  wils  shot  through  theT 
body,  and  had  fallen  dead  the  very  next  step  he  tooK  after 
firing  his  pistol  and  getting  out  of  sight    The  centind,  too^ 
whom  he  had  so  grossly  imposed  upon,  did  not  escape  lin-' 
punished;  as  he  was  ordered  to  be  severely  whipt^  for  Altow- 
ing  himself  to  be  so  shamefully  surprised  on  his  post,  and 
giving  an  example  of  carelessness,  which,  if  followed  in  otheC 
instances,  might  have  proved  fatal  to  us  all. 

By  the  time  our  people  bad  taken  their  comrade  out  of  tht[ 
Water,  and  were  making^the  best  of  their  way  to  the  squadron/ 
the  flames  had  got  possession  of  every  part  of  the  town  With 
so  powerful  a  hold,  by  means  of  the  combustibles  laid  for  the 
purpose,  and  by  the  slightness  of  the  materials  of  the  houses^ 
and  their  aptitude  to  take  fire,  that  it  was  now  quite  iapparent 
no  efforts  of  the  enemy)  who  now  flocked  down  in  great  num- 
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bec%  could  possibly  aU^  its  ravagts,  or  prevent  the  entire 
destruction  of  the  place  and  all  the  meilrchandisse  itcontaincd.^ 
Our  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Brett  safely  joined  the 
squadron,  and  the  commodore  prepared  to  leave  thelMy  that 
same  evening.  On  our  first  arrival  there  were  six  votwds  be- 
longing to  tne  enemy  at  anchor,  one  of  which  ^^  the  s)ilp 
that  was  to  have  sailed  with  the  treasure  to  the  coast  ^f  Mex- 
ico; and,  as  she  was  supposed  to  be  a  good  sailer,'  the  corar 
modore  resolved  to  take  her  along  with  us.  The  others  were 
two  snows,  a  bark,  and  two  row  gaiiies  of  thirty-six  oars  each. 
These  last,  as  we  afterwards  learnt,  yiixh  many  others  of  the 
same  kind  built  at  diiferent  ports,  were  intended  to  prevent 
us  from  landing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Callao ;  as  the  Spa* 
niards,  on  the  first  intelligence  of  our  squadron  being.  des» 
tined  for  the  South  seas,  and  learning  its  force,  expected  that 
we  would  attempt  the  city  of  Lima.  Having  no  occasion  for 
these  five  vessels,  the  commodore  ordered  alt  their  masts  to 
be  cut  by  the  board  at  our  first  arrival;  and  on  leaving  the 
place,  they  were  all  towed  out  into  deep  water,  scutlled,  and 
sunk.  The  command  of  the  remaining  ship,  called  the  Soli- 
dad)  was  given  to  Mr  Hughes,  lieutenant  of  the  TryaJ,  with 
a  crew  often  men.  Towards  midnight  the  squadron  weigh-* 
ed  anchor  and  sailed  out  of  the  bay,  now  consisting  of  six 
ships,  the  Centurion,  Tryal's  prize,  Carmclo^  Teresa,  Car- 
min,  and  Solidad. 

Before  proceeding  to  narrate  our  subsequent  transactions^ 
it  niay  be  proper  to  give  a  succinct  account  of  the  booty  we 
acquired  at  Payta,  and  the  losses  there  sustained  by  the  Spa-^ 
niards.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that  there  were  great 
quantities  of  valuable  ^Sfects  at  this  plac&  but  most  of  inem 
were  of  a  nature  that  we  could  neither  aispose  of  nor  carfy 
away,  and  their  value,  therefore^  can  only  be  guessed  at.  In 
their  representations  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  as  we  were  af- 
terward assujred,  the  Spaniards  estimated  their  loss  at  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars ;  and  as  no  small  portion  of  the 
goods  we  there  burnt  were  of  the  richest  and  most  expensive 
kinds,  as  broad  cloths,  silks,  cambrics,  velvets,  and  the  likey 
perhaps  that  valuation  might  be  sufficiently  moderate.  The 
acquisition  we  made^  though  inconsiderable  in  comparison 
to  what  we  destroyed,  was  yet  tar  from  despicable,  as,  in 
wrought  plate,  dollars,  and  other  coin,  there  was  to  the  value 
of  more  waB  30,000/.  sterling,  besides  several  rin^  brace- 
lets, and  other  jjewels^  the  yalue  of  which  «ould  not  then  be 
i*^Si^f  ,i^  '  ascertained; 
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McerUihed}  and  beiidai  the  veiy  gnat  {iluiide^  wliiclk  W 
cane  tbe  proper^  M  the  immediate  canton. 

It  hat  been  akeady  obienredf  that  all  tbe  priaoner*  we  had 
Uken  in  our  preceding  prizes  were  here  dttoharged.  Among 
these  were  some  persons  of  considerable  distinction*  one  of 
tb^  a  youth  of  seventeen*  son  to  the  vice-president  of  Chili. 
As  the  barbarity  of  the  buccaneers,  and  the  artiiil  uses  the 
Spanish  ecclesiastics  had  made  of  that  circumstance^  had  fiU- 
ea  the  natives  of  these  countries  with  the  most  horrible  no- 
tions of  the  English  erudty*  we  always  found  our  prisoners^ 
on  first  coming  aboard,  extremely  dcjcctedi  and  under  great 
horror  and  anxiety.  This  youth  particulu'^t  having  never 
been  before  from  homc^~  lamented  his  captivity  in  the  most 
moving  terms,  regretting  the  loss  of  his  parents^  his  brothers, 
his  sisters,  and  his  native  country ;  all  of  which  he  believed 
he  should  never  see  more,  conceivmg  that  he  was  devoted  for 
the  remainder  of  bis  life  to  an  abgcct  and  cruel  servitodck  lA* 
deed^  all  the  £baniards  who  came  into  ottr  power,  seemed  tH* 
entertain  simitarly  desponding  notions  of  their  eoaditioMk 
The  commodore  constantly  exerted  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
effiice  these  terrifying  impressions,  always  having  as  many  of 
the  principal  people  among  them  as  there  was  room  for  to 
dine  at  his  table;  and  giving  strict  charges  that  they  should 
at  all  times,  and  in  every  cnrcumstance*  be  treated  with  the 
ntmost  decency  and  humanity.  In  spite  of  thia  precaution, 
they  hardly  ever  parted  with  their  fears  for  the  first  few  days, 
suspecting  the  gentleness  of  tb«r  usage  to  be  only  preparai' 
tory  to  some  after  calamity ;  but  at  lenotlv  CMtfincod  oSfoor 
sincerity*  they  grew  perfectly  easy  and  cheerful,  so  that  it  was 
often  doubtful  whether  they  considered  their  captivity  aa  a 
misfortune*  The  before>-mentioned  youth,  who  was  near  two 
months  on  bond  the  Centurion,  had  at  last  so  completely  con* 
quered  his  original  melancholy  surmises,  and  had  taken  such 
au  afiection  for  the  commodore^  and  seemed  so  much  pleased 
with  tlie  manner  of  life  on  board,  so  different  from  all  he  had 
evetr  seen  before,  that  I  much  question,  if  it  had  been  in  his 
choice,  if  he  would  not  have  preferred  a  voyage  to  England 
in  the  Centurion  to  going  on  shore  at  Payta,  uiou^  he  had 
here  liberty  of  returning  to  his  friends  and  country.  ^ 

This  generous  conduct  of  our  commodore  ttf  his  prisoners^, 
which  he  continued  without  interruption  or  devtatioit,  gave 
them  all  the  highest  idea  of  his  humanity  and  benevolence^ 
and,  as  mankind  are  ever  fond  of  forming,  general  opinion% 

induced 
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induced  them  to  oitertaiii  very  favourable  thoughts  of  the 
wl^ele  EfiglUh  natioi^  But,  whatever  opinion  they  might  be 
maosed  to  form  of  ws  character  before  the  capturoof  the 
Teresat  their  veneration  for  him  ^as  prodigiousily  increased 
by  hit.  conduct  towards  the  women  vmo  were  ^ken  in  that 
vessel,  as  formerly  mentioned.  For  the  circumstance  of  lea- 
ving them  in  possession  of  their  own  apartments,  the  strict 
orders  he  issued  to  prevent  any  of  our  people  from  approach* 
ing  them,  and  his  permitting  the  pilot  to  remain  with  them 
as ,  their  guardian,  were  measures  that  seemed  so  different 
fromjwhift  they  expected  in  an  eneroyand  ahereticj  that,  al- 
though the  Spanish  prisoners  had  themselves  experienced  his 
ben^cence,  they  were  astonished  at  this  particular  instance; 
and  the  more  so,  that  all  this  was  dime  without  his  vret  ha- 
ving seen  the  women,  though  the  two  daughters  were  both 
reckoned  handsome,  and  the  youngest  was  celebrated  for  her 
uncommon  benuty.  The  women  were  themselves  so  sensible 
of  the  obligations  they  owed  him  for  the  attention  and  deli- 
cacy with  which  he  had  protected  them,  that  they  refused  to 
(TO  on  shore  at  Payta  till  permitted  to  wait  upon  him,  that 
they  might  in  person  return  him  thanks.  Indeed  all  the 
prisoners  left  us  with  the  strongest  assurances  of  their  grate- 
ful remembrance  of  his  uncommon  kindness.  A  Jesuit,  in 
particular,  of  some  distinction,  expressed  himself  with  ereat 
tbankitilness  for  the  civilities  be  and  his  countrymen  had  ex- 
perienced while  on  board,  declaring  that  he  should  consider 
it  his  duty  to  do  Mr  Anson  justice  at  all  times ;  adding,  that 
his  usage  of  the  men  prisoners  was  such  as  could  never  be 
forgotten,  and  merited  the  highest  acknowledgments;  but 
bis  behaviour  to  the  women  was  so  extraordinary  and  ho- 
nourable, that  he  doubted  all  the  regard  due  to  his  own  ec- 
clesiastical character  would  be  scarcely  su£Bcient  to  make  it 
believed.  Indeed,  we  were  afterwards  informed  that  he  and 
the  rest  of  the  prisoners  had  not  been  silent  on  this  topi^ 
but  had  given  the  highest  commendations  of  our  commodore, 
both  at  Lima  and  other  places ;  and  the  Jesuit,  as  we  were 
told,  had  interpreted  in  his  favour,  in  a  lax  and  hypothetical 
sense*  that'ai^ticle  of  his  church  which  asserts  the  impossibi- 
lity of  heretics  being  saved. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  the  impression  received  by  the 
Spaniards  to  our  advantage  on  the  present  occasion  was  a 
matter  of  slight  import ;  lor,  not  to  mention  several  of  our 
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preposstfMioni,  it  idaj  be  observed,  that  the  gdod  q){iilOtl  of 
thii  nation  is  certainly  of  more  conseqaence  to  lu  than  th«t 
of  all  tiie  work!  besides.  Not  only  as  tne  comnieroe  ^e  hiMt 
fermerly  carried  on  with^  them,  and  perhaps  may  agaki  hUsH' 
after,  is  so  extremelv  taluabl^  but  also  as  its  transactins  so 
immediately  d^nos  upon  the  honour  and  good  &itn  of 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  its  management  Even  if  no 
national  conveniences  were  likely  to  flow  from  ttd»  honour* 
aUe  conduct  of  our  commodore^  his  own  eauitjr  and  good 
dispositions  would  not  the  less  have  preventea  hfm  iroill'the 
exercise  of  Qrranny  and  oppression  on  those  whom  the  chnmce 
of  war  had  put  into  his  hands.  I  shall  only  add,  that,  by  his 
constant  practice  of  this  humane  and  prudent  conduct,'  be 
acquired  a  distinguished  character  among  the  Spanish  (!Sire> 
oles  over  all  their  settlements  in  America,  so  that  his  name 
was  imiversally  mentioned  with  honour  and  iqpplause  by  mOst 
of  the  fawnish  inhabitants  of  that  vast  empire. 


«■ 


Section  XVII. 


\X)ccurrence»Jrom  our  Departure  from  Payta  to  (Mr  Jrrkalat 
*  Quibo. 

Setting  sail  from  the  road  of  Payta  about  midnight  of 
^Ihe  16th  November,  we  stood  to  the  westward,  ana  next 
i^inoming  the  commodore  caused  the  squadron  to  spread,  on 
purpose  to  look  out  for  the  Gloucester,  as  we  drew  near  the 
station  where  Giptain  Mitchell  had  been  directed  to  cruis^ 
^and  we  hourlv  expected  to  get  sight  of  him,  yet  the  whole 
f^day  passed  without  seeing  him. 

f    At  this  tiaie  alealousy  between  those  who  had  gone  ashore 

'^io  the  attack  of  Payta,  and  those  who  had  continued  on 

Aboard,  grew  to  such  a  height^  that  the  commodore  became 

"^acquainted  with  it,  and  thought  it  necessary  to  interpose  his 

authority  for  its  abatement.    This  was  occasioned  by  the 

:;  plunder  taken  at  Payta,  which  those  who  acted  on  shore  had 

appropriated  to  themselves,  considering  it  as  dueto  the  risks 

they  had  run,  and  the  resolution  they  had  shewn  on  that  ser- 

irioe.    But  those  who  had  remained  on  l)oard,  deraied  this  a 

"  very  partial  and  unjust  procedure;  uivin^  thAt  they  also 

would  have  preferred  acting  on  shore  if  it  had  been  left  to 

^ their  choice;  that  their  duty  on  board  was  extremdy  ftti- 
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Sing  while  their  oomndei  were  on  shcne;  fofj  besides  the 
mur  of  the  day,  they  were  feroed  t»  remab  all  niglit  un- 
der arms  to  secure  the  prismers,  who  were  more  numerous 
than  themselves,  and  of  whom  it  was  Hhen  necMsary  to  be  ex- 
tremely watchful,  to  prevent  any  attempts  they  might  have 
phmned  at  that  critical  conjuncture.  They  hirisled,  also^  diat 
It  was  undeniably  as  necessary  to  the  success  erf"  the  enter- 
prize  to  have  an  adequate  force  on  board  as  on  shore  m  its 
execution,  and,  theretbre,  that  those  who  remained  on  bond 
could  not  be  deprived  of  theur  diare  in  the  plunder,  without 
manifest  injustice.  These  contests  were  carried  on  with  great 
heat  on  both  sides ;  and.  though  the  plunder  in  question  was 
a  mere  trifl^  in  comparison  with  the  treasure  takoi,  in  wfaidh 
there  was  no  doubt  that  those  on  board  had  an  ei^uil  r^^ 
yet,  as  the  obstinacy  of  sailors  is  not  always  regulated'hyUle 
miportanoe  of  the  matter  in  dSapvin,  the  commodorle  thoo^t 
it  necessary  to  put  a  speedy  stop  to  this  commotion. 

Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  he  ordered  all 
hands  to  assemble  on  the  qnarter>deck,  when^  addressiiw  him  ' 
discourse  to  those  who  had  oeen  detached  on  sbor^  he  h^^hly  '' 
commended  their  gallant  cmidnct,  and  thanked  them  ftr  ' 
,  ^  their  services  on  that  oocasimi.  He  then  wyrcscnted  to  thenl' 
the  reasons  that  had  been  urged  by  those  who  continued  on 
boetrd,  for  an  equal  distribnti<m  of  the  plundw^  telling  them  ' 
^  that  he  thought  these  reasons  were  ornkdusiv^  and  tnat  Uie 
f  eiq)ectations  of  theur  comradea  were  jiittly  finmded  t  and  he  ' 
insisted,  therefore,  that  not  only  the  men,  but  all  the  officers 
also,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  aqsture  of  Payta,  should  i 
immediately  produce  the  whole  of  troir  plunder  upon  the  ' 

auarter-dedc,  and  that  it  should  be  impartially  divided  among 
lie  whole  crew,  proportionally  to  the  rank  and  commission 
f  of  each.  To  prevent  those  who  had  been  in  possession  of 
^  this  plunder  from  murmuring  at  this  decision,  and  the  con- 
sequent diminution  jof  their  shares,  he  added,  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  those  who  midit  be  afterwards  employed  on  like 
services,  that  he  gave  up  nis  entire  share,  to  be  distributed 
exdusiveiy  among  tiiose  who  had  been  detached  to  attack  the 

Slace.  liius  this  troublesome  affiiir,  which  miaht  perhaps 
ave  had  mnchievous  consequences  if  permitted  to  go  on, 
was  soon  apposed  by  the  prudence  of  the  commodore,  to  the 
genend  satimiction  of  all.  Some  few,  indeed,  whose  selfish 
dispositions  were  uninfluenced  by  the  justice  of  this  proce- 
dure^ and  who  were  incapable  of  disoerning  the  equity  of  the 
i^      '  ..  decision, 
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deciuon,  were  dissatiifiedt  m  it  tended  to  deprive  them  q^> 
what  they  had  once  poneuod. 

Thie  important  affair  employed  the  best  part  of  the  day 
after  leaving  Pay ta ;  and  at  nigbti  having  rcen  nothing  of 
the  Gloucester,  the  «ommodore  made  the  sauadron  bring  to, 
tha!t  we  might  not  paw  her  in  the  dark.    Next  morning  we 
anin  ipr^  on  the  look-out,  and  mw  a  sail  at  10  a.  m.  to 
which  we  gave  chaie,  and  which  we  came  near  enough  bv 
two  p.  m.  to  observe  to  be  the  Oloucicster,  haviiig  a  small 
vessel  in  tow.    Wo  joined  her  in  about  an  hour  after,  when 
we  learnt  that  Captain  Mitchell  had  only  taken  two  small 
priiws  during  the  whole  of  his  cruise.  One  was  a  small  snow, 
the  cargo  oi  which  consisted  chiefly  of  wine,  brandy,  and 
olives  ill  jars,  with  about  7000/.  in  specie.     The  other  was  a 
large  boat  or  launch,  taken  near  shore  by  the  Gloucester's 
barge.    The  prisoners  on  board  this  boat  alleged  that  they 
were  very  poor,  and  that  their  loading  consisted  only  of  cot« 
ton ;,  though, ^e  drcumstances  under  which  they  were  sur- 
prized, seemed  to  insinuate  that  they  were  more  opulent  than 
th^  pretended,}  for  they  were  lound  at  dinner  on  a  pigeon- 
pye»  served  up  in  silver  dishes.    The  officer  who  coinniand- 
ed  the  barge,  having  opened  several  of  the  jars  in  the  prize, 
to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  fouqd  nothing  as  he  thought  but  cot- 
ton, which  inclined  him  to  believe  the  account  given  by  the 
prisoners ;  but  when  these  jars  were  examined  more  strictly 
in  the  Glouce)ster,  they  werp.  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the 
whole  a  very  extraordinary  piece  of  deception;  as  in  every 
jar  there  was  a  considerople  quantity  of  double  doubloons 
and  dollars,  artfully  concealed  among  the  cotton,  to  the 
amount  in  aU  of  near  12,000/.    This  treasure  was  going  to 
Payta,  and  belonged  to  the  same  merchants  who  were  pro- 
prietors of  mpi|t  of  the  money  we  had  taken  there ;  so  that,  if 
tliis  boat  had  escaped  the  Gloucester,  her  cargo  would  pro- 
bably have  fallen  into  our  hands  •    Besides  these  two  prizes, 
the  Gloucester  had  been  in  sight  of  two  or  three  other  ships^ 
which  had  escaped  them ;  and  one  of  them,  from  some  of 
our  intelligence^  wc  had  reason  to  believe  was  of  immense 
value. 

It  was  now  resolved  to  stand  to  the  northwards,  and  to 
make  the  best  of  our  way  either  for  Cape  St  Lucas,  ifi  Cali- 
fornia, or  Cape  Corientes  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  When 
at  Juan  Fernandez,  the  commodore  had  resolved  to  touch 
somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Panama,  to  endeavour 

to 
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to  get  idin«  correipondence  orerlAnd  frith  the  fleet  under 
Admiral  Vernon.  For»  on  our  departure  fVom  EMiand,  we 
left  a  fleet  at  Portsmouth  intended  for  the  West  Uidies,  to 
be  onployed  there  in  an  expedition  agaUut  some  of  the  Spa- 
nish settlements.  Takfaig  for  grantM,  therefbre^  that  tnis 
enterprise  had  snaceeded,  and  that  PortobelM  might  then  be 
garrisoned  by  British  troops,  the  commodore  conceived  he 
might  easily  procure  an  intercourse  with  our  countrymen, 
cm  the  other  ude  of  the  istlmius  of  Darien,  either  by  means 
of  the  Indians,  who  are  greatly  disposed  to  fiivour  us,  or  even 
by  the  Spaniards  themselves  \  some  of  whom  might  be  in- 
duced, by  proper  rewards,  to  carry  on  this  oonrenondBnee  i 
which,  when  once  begun,  mights  l)e  continued  with  litUe  dif- 
ficulty. By  this  means,  Mr  Anson  flattered  himself  that  he 
might  procure  a  reinforcement  of  men  flrom  the  other  side, 
and  that,  by  settling  a  pmdent  plan  of  co-operation  with  our 
commandefv  in  the  West  Indies,  he  might  even  have  taken 
Panama.  This  would  have  «ven  the  British  nation  the 
command  of  the  isthmus,  by  which  we  should  in  efiect  have 
become  masters  of  all  the  wealth  of  Pern,  and  should  have 
held  an  equivalent  in  our  hands-  for  any  demand,  however 
extraordinary,  that  mi^^t  have  been  thoiuht  advisable  to 
make  on  eitKer  branch  of  the  Bourbm  famuy. 

Such  were  the  magnificent  projects  which  the  commodore 
revolved  in  his  mind,  when  at  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez, 
notwithstanding  the  feebfo  condition  to  which  his  force  was 
then  reduced }  and,  had  Uie  success  of  the  expedition  to  the 
West  Indies  been  answerable  to  the  general  expectation, 
these  views  had  certainly  been  the  most  prudent  tnat  could 
have  been  devised.  But,  on  examining  the  papers  found  on 
board  the  Carmelo,  our  first  prizes  it  was  then  learnt,  though 
I  deferred  mentioning  it  till  now,  that  the  attempt  on  Caitha- 

Sena  had  failed,  and  that  there  was  no  probability  oi  our 
eet  in  the  West  Indies  eugaging  in  any  new  enterprise  that 
could  at  all  facilitate  this  plan.  Mr  Anson,  therefore^  had 
relinquished  idl  hope  of  being  reinforced  across  the  isthmus, 
and  consequently  had  no  inducement  to  proceed  at  present 
for  Panama,  being  incapable  of  assaulting  that  place;  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  there  was  now  a  general  embargo 
over  all  the  coast  of  the  South  Sea.  The  only  feasible  mea- 
sure that  now  remained,  was  to  steer  as  soon  as  possible  for 
the  southern  parts  of  California,  or  the  adjacent  coast  of 
Mexico,  and  there  to  cruise  for  the  Manilla  galleon,  which 


was 
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WM  now  kBoMi  to  be  ftt  Mft  on  Ur  togragc  to  Acapuleo  i  aad 
W0  had  no  doobt  of  being  able  to  get  upon  that  tution  in 
infficient  time  to  intercept  her,  •■  the  doM  not  utually  urhre 
at  Acaimloo  till  toivardi  the  middle  of  Jannary,  uaa,  beiqf 
BOW  only  about  the  middle  of  Korember,  we  did  not  suppoie 
oar  paiMM  thither  would  ooet  ua  above.a  month  or  lU 
wedn^  10  tliat»  in  oar  opinion,  we  had  near^  twice  a*  much 
time  ae  wae  neeeMai9« 

Thera  was  one  buiiiMM,  howefer,  which  we  knew  muat  00- 
oadon  aome  deli^r,  but  which  we  hoped  might  be  aeoomplith- 
ed  in  four  or  fife  daya.    Thb  waa  to  recruit  our  water )  for 
the  number  nS  prisonen  we  had  to  maintain,  ever  linoe  we 
left  Juan  Femandet,  had  lo  fiur  exhauited  our  stock,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  think  of  Tenturfaig  upon  a  passaffe  to  the 
coast  of  Memioo,  till  we  had  procurd  a  fresh  suppty ;  e^ie* 
cially  aa  we  had  not  found  enou{^  at  Payta  for  our  consump- 
tion while  then.    It  was  for  some  time  a  matter  of  ddibo- 
ration  with  the  commodore^  where  we  might  take  in  this 
necessary  article;  but,  bj  coosuMng  the  accounts  of  former 
naTi|atmrs,  and  fxamining  our  prisuiers,  he  at  last  resolved 
for  tne  island  of  Quibo,  beyond  the  bay  of  Panama.    There 
was  indeed  a  small  iabnd  taXkd  Oieo$»  less  out  of  our  way 
than  Quibo,  where  some  of  the  Buccaneers  pretended  to  havo  ^ 
found  water :  But  none  of  our  prisoners  knew  any  thing  of  ^ 
that  isknd,  and  it  was  thought  too  hasardous  to  risk  the 
safoty  of  the  squadron,  bv  exposing  oursehres  to  the  chance 
of  not  finding  water  at  that  places  on  the  mere  authority  ai 
these  legendary  writers,  of  wnoae  misrepresentations  and  fid- 
iities  we  had  almost  daily  ezperiencew    Besides,  we  were  not 
without  hemes  that  in  going  to  Quibo  some  of  the  enemiei 
ships  bouno  to  or  firom  Panama  might  fidl  into  our  handib 
particularly  such  of  them  as  were  put  to  sea,  before  they  had 
mteUigence  of  our  squadron ;  we  therefore  directed  our  course 
to  the  northward,  beinff  «kht  sail,  and  so  having  the  appear- 
ance of  a  very  foimidade  ^t ;  and  on  the  l9th  at  day-brMk^ 
we  discovored  Cape  Blanco,  bearing  S.S.E.  i  £.  seven  miles  ^ 
distant  This  cape  lies  in  the  latitude  of  4**  15'  south,  and  is  ^ 
•Iwavs  made  by  ships  bound  either  to  windward  or  to  lee*  ^ 
ward^  so  that  it  is  a  most  excellent  station  to  cruise  upon  the  ^ 
memy.  As  our  last  prize,  Uie  Solldad,  was  fiur  from  answer- 
ing the  character  given  her  of  a  good  sailer,  and  she  and  the  . 
Santa  Teresa  delayed  us  considenraly,  the  ocmmiodore  order- ' 
ed  them  to  be  cleared  of  every  thing  that  might  prove  usefiil 

to 
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to  the  rest  of  the  ehipi,  and  then  tobe  bnrnt  Wethin  pm- 
ceidad  in  our  oonne  fiw  Quibo,  and,  on  the  Md  in  the  mom- 
in^  Mw  the  island  of  Pkta  bearing  east,  distant  four  leagues. 
One  of  our  priaes^  whkh  was  oidered  to  stand  dose  in»  both 
to  dlicoTer  if  there  were  any  ships  between  that  ishoid  nd 
thtf  continent,  and  likewise  to  look  out  for  a  stream  of  fresk 
waGsr  reported  to  be  thersb  returned  without  having  seen  any 
•hipk  or  finding  any  water.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  point 
Manta  bore  SLE.  by  B.  seven  miles  distant ;  and  there  being 
a  town  of  the  same  name  in  the  neighbourhood.  Captain 
Mitchell  took  this  oroortunity  of  sending  away  several  of  his 
prisoners  from  the  Ofeucester  in  the  Spanish  bunch.  The 
IxNits  were  now  daily  employed  in  distriDuting  provisions  on 
board  the  TVyal  and  other  prizes,  to  complete  tneir  stock  for 
six  months ;  and,  that  the  Centurion  mi^t  be  the  better  pre- 
pared to  give  the  lianiUa  ship  (one  m  which  we  were  told 
fras  of  immense  size)  a  warm  reception,  the  carpenters  wert 
ordered  to  fix  eig^t  stocks  in  the  main  and  for^tops  for  die 
mounting  of  swivel  guns. 

On  the  e5th  we  had  a  s{ffht  of  the  island  of  Gallop  bearing 
E.S.E.  i  £.  fonr  leagues  dutant  i  firom  hence  we  crossed  Ui« 
bay  of  Panama  with  a  N.  W.  course^  hoping  that  this  would 
have  carried  us  in  a  direct  line  to  the  islandef  Quibo.  But 
we  aftorwards  found  that  w/s-ought  to  have  stood  more  to  the 
westward,  for  the  winds  in  a  short  time  began  to  incline  to 
that  quarter,  and  made  it  difficult  for  ns  to  oain  the  island. 
And  now,  after  passing  the  equhioctial  on  the  SSd,  leaving 
the  ndj^bourhood  of  me  Cordilleras,  and  standing  more  ana 
more  towards  the  isthmus,  where  the  communicmon  of  the 
atmosphere  to  the  eastwaid  and  the  westward  was  no  longer 
interrupted,  we  found,  in  a  fow  days,  an  extraordinary  al- 
teration in  the  dimate.  Instead  of  uniform  temperature, 
we  had,  for  several  days  together,  dose  and  sultry  weadier, 
resembling  what  we  had  met  with  between  the  tropics  on  the 
eastern  side  of  America.  We  had  besides  frequent  calms  and 
heavy  rains,  which  we  at  first  ascribed  to  the  ne^;hbourhood 
of  the  Un^  where  this  kind  of  weather  is  found  to  prevail  i 
but,  obstiring  that  it  attended  us  to  the  latitude  of  seven  de- 
grees north,  we  were  induced  to  believe  that  the  stormy  sea- 
son, or,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  the  Vandevals,  was  not  yet 
over ;  Uiou^  many  positivdy  assert,  that  it  begins  in  June, 
and  u  ended  in  November. 

On  die  27th  Captain  Mitchd's  hurgeit  prize  bejog  cleared, 
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•enttled  and  Mt  on  flre»  and  m  the  remaining  Aw  tbipt 
ware  dl  good  MUlm,  to  we  nerer  occasioned  any  delay  to  mch 
other.  Being  now  in  a  rainy  climate,  which  we  had  been 
long  diinied  to^  we  firand  it  neoenary  to  caulk  the  deckt 
and  tidee  of  the  Centurion,  to  prevent  the  rain-water  from 
running  into  her. 

On  the  Sd  of  December  we  had  a  view  of  the  ithnd  of 
Quibo,  the  east  end  then  bearing  N.N.  W.  four  leagues  distant, 
and  the  island  of  Qnieara  W.N.W.  at  about  the  spoM  dis- 
tance. Here  we  struck  ground  with  sixty-flve  fkthom  of 
Une*  andlbund  the  bottom  to  consist  of  grey  sand,  with  black 
specks.  When  we  got  sight  of  the  land,  we  found  the  wind 
to  hang  westeriy,  ana  therefore  thought  it  adviseable  to  stand 
off  tiH  mornings  as  there  are  said  to  be  some  shoals  in  the 
entrance  of  the  channel.  At  six  Uie  next  morning,  point  Ma- 
riato  bore  N.E.  i  N.  three  or  four  leagues  distant.  In  w) 
thering  this  point,  all  the  squadron,  except  the  Centurion, 
were  very  near  it,  jmd  the  Qloucester,  being  the  leewardmost 
ship,  was  forced  to  tack  and  stand  to  the  southward,  so  that 
we  lost  sight  of  her.  At  nine,  the  island  Sebaco  bore  N.  W. 
by  N.  four  leagues  distant ;  but  the  wind  still  proving  unfa- 
vourable, we  were  obliged  to  ply  on  and  off  for  the  succeerU 
inff  twenty-fo&r  hours,  ond  were  frequently  taken  a-back. 
iMwever,  at  eleven  the  next  morning  the  wind  happily  set- 
tling in  the  &S.W.  we  bore  away  for  the  S.S.E.  end  of  the 
island,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  entered  Canal  Bne- 
no,  passing  round  a  uhoal  which  stretches  off  about  two  miles 
from  the  south  point  of  the  island.  Tliis  Canal  Buene,  or 
Good  Channel,  is  at  least  six  miles  in  breadth ;  and  as  we 
had  the  wind  large,  wo  kept  in  a  good- depth  of  water,  gene- 
rallv  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty-three  fathom,  and  came  not 
witnin  a  mile  and  a  lialf  distance  of  the  breakers,  though,  in 
all  probability,  if  it  had  been  necessary,  we  might  have  ven- 
tured much  nearer  without  incurring  the  least  danger.  At 
seven  in  the  evening  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  thirtv-three 
fiohom,  muddy  ground ;  the  south  point  of  the  island  bearing 
S.E.  by  E.  a  remarkable  high  part  of  thr  isiar'd  W.  by  N. 
and  the  island  Sebaco  E.  by  N. 
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Sectjow  XVIII. 
Our  ProcHdmgn  at  Qmbo,  wHh  am  Aeeomit  of  the  Pkce, 

Thi  morning  after  our  conning  to  «i  Mwlior,  m  ofllMr 
wag  diipatched  to  diwover  the  waterlngbpbcck  md,  having 
found  it,  returned  before  noon ;  then  we  tent  the  loDff^boac 
for  a  load  of  water,  and  at  the  same  time  weighed  ancTtiood 
farther  in  with  our  thipi.  At  two  we  came  ^Ki^in  to  mi  an- 
chor in  twenty-two  fathom,  with  a  bottom  of  rough  gravel 
intermixed  with  brolien  shelli,  Uie  wataring^place  now  btar- 
ingfVom  us  N.  W.  )  N.  only  three  qiuurten  or  a  mile  dialaat.  , 

The  island  of  Qnibo  is  extremely  oonveDient  for  wooding 
and  watering,  for  the  trees  grow  dose  to  tlie  higW-water 
mark,  and  a  large  rapid  stream  of  fresh  water  runs  over  tiie 
sandy  beach  into  the  sea  ;  so  that  wo  were  little  more  than 
two  days  in  laying  in  all  the  wood  and  water  we  granted. 
The  whole  island  is  of  a  very  moderate  height,  exeept  ing  cne 
part  It  consists  of  a  continued  wood  spread  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  country,  which  preserves  its  verdure  a  tl  the 

{rear  round.  We  found  there  abundance  of  cassia,  and  ^  few 
ime-trees.  It  appeared  singukr  to  us,  that,  conridering  the 
climate  and  the  shelter,  we  should  see  no  other  birds  there 
than  parrots,  parroquets,  and  mackaws ;  of  the  last  th  ere 
were  prodigious  flights.  Next  to  these  birds,  the  animals  we 
found  in  most  plenty  were  monkeys  and  guanos,  and  these 
we  frequently  killed  for  food ;  for  though  there  were  mariy 
herds  of  deer  ujwn  the  places  yet  the  diincul^  of  penetrating 
the  woods  prevented  our  commff  near  them^  so  th^  •  ougn 
we  saw  them  <rfton,  we  killed  only  two  dnrina  our  i  ly.  Dur 
prisoners  assured  us  that  this  island  abounded  witi.  .^'ers; 
we  did  once  discover  the  print  of  a  tyger's  paw  upon  the 
beach,  but  the  tygers  themselves  we  never  saw.  The  Spa- 
niardii,  too,  informed  us  that  there  was  often  found  in  the 
woods  a  most  mischievous  serpent,  called  the  Flying  Snake, 
which  they  said  darted  itself  from  the  boughs  of  trees  on  either 
man  or  beast  that  came  within  its  reaoi,  and  whose  sting 
they  believed  to  be  inevitable  death.  Besides  these  mischie- 
vous land-animals,  the  sea  hereabouts  is  infested  with  great 
numbers  of  alligators  of  an  extraordinary  size;  and  we  often 
observed  a  large  kind  of  flat  fish  jumping  a  considerable 

6  ,  height 


•■«<*W»*»(M 


394  Earfy  CircummeigatioM,      part  ii.  book  !▼• 

height  out  of  the  water,  which  we  supposed  to  be  the  fish 
that  is  said  frequently  to  destroy  the  pearl-divers,  by  oUup- 
ing  them  in  its  fins  as  they  rise  from  the  bottom ;  and  we 
were  told  that  the  divers,  for  their  security,  are  now  always 
armed  with  a  sharp  knife,  which,  when  they  are  entangled, 
they  stick  into  the  belly  of  the  fish,  and  thereby  disengage 
th^selves  from  its  «nbr&e«. 

Whilst  the  ship  oonthiued  here  at  anchor^  the  commodore, 
attended  by  some  of  his  officers^  went  in  a  boat  to  examine 
a  bay  whicn  ligr  to  the  northward ;  and  afterwards  ranged 
all  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  island.  In  the  places  where 
they  put  on  shore  in  the  ooune  of  his  expedition,  their  gene- 
ralfy  round  the  soil  to  be  extremdpr  rich,  and  met  with  great 
plenty  of  excellent  watw.  In  particular,  near  the  N.E.  point 
of  the  island,  they  discovered  a  natural  cascade^  which  sur- 

Eassed,  as  they  conceived,  everv  thing  of  this  kind,  which 
uman  art  or  industry  hath  hitherto  produced.  It  was  a 
river  of  transparent  water,  about  forty  yards  wid^  which  ran 
down  a  declivity  of  near  a  hundred  and  fi%  yards  in  len^. 
The  diannel  it  ran  in  waa  very  irregular  {  for  it  waa  entire- 
ly formed  of  rock,  both  its  sides  and  bottom  being  made  up 
of  large  detached  blocks ;  and  by  these  the  course  of  the  wap 
ter  was  frequently  interrupted :  For  in  some  places  it  ran 
sk^in^;  with  a  rapid  but  uniform  motion,  while  in  other 
parts  It  tumbled  over  the  ledoet  of  rocks  with  a  perpendi- 
cular descent  AH  the  neighbourhood  of  this  stream  was 
a  fine  wood)  and  even  the  huge  masses  of  rock  which 
overhung  the  water,  and  which,  by  their  various  prcgec- 
tions,  formed  the  inequalities  of  the  channel,  were  cover- 
ed with  lof^  forest  trees.  Whilst  the  commodore,  and 
those  with  him,  were  attentivdy  viewing  this  phwe»  and  re- 
marking the  different  blendinn  of  the  water,  the  rocks, 
and  the  wood,  there  came  in  si^t  (as  it  were  with  an  intent 
still  to  heighten  and  animate  the  promect)  a  prodigious 
flight  of  mackaws,  which  hovering  over  this  spot,  and  often 
wheeling  and  pUiying  on  the  wing  about  it,  anbrded  a  most 
brilliant  appearance^  by  the  glitterinff  of  the  sun  on  their  va- 
riwated  plumage;  so  that  some  of  the  spectators  cannot 
idmin  itom  a  kind  of  transport,  when  tney  recount  the 
complicated  beauties  which  occurred  in  this  extraordinaiy 
scene. 

In  this  expedition,  idong  the  eastern  side  of  the  isknd, 
thoo^^  they  met  with  no  inhabitants,  yet  they  saw  many 
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huts  upon  the  ihore»  and  great  heaps  of  shdls  of  fine  mo* 
therK>r-pearl  scattered  up  and  down  in  diftrent  places  t 
These  were  the  remains  left  bv  the  pearl-fishers  from  Fana- 
ma*  who  often  frequent  this  place  in  the  summer  season  j  for 
the  pearl  oysters,  which  are  to  be  met  with  every  idiere  in 
the  iMy  of  Panama,  are  so  plenty  at  Quibc^  that  by  advan- 
cing a  very  little  way  into  uie  sea*  you  might  stoop  down 
and  reach  them  from  the  bottom.  They  are  usually  very 
large,  but  extranely  tough  and  unpalatable. 

The  oysters  most  productive  of  pearls^  are  those  found  in 
consideraUe  depths;  for,  though  what  are  taken  up  by  wa^ 
ding  are  of  the  same  speciesi  yet  the  pearls  found  in  them 
are  rare  and  very  smaU.  It  is  said,  too»  that  the  pearl  pax^ 
takes  in  some  d^pree  of  the  quality  of  the  bottom  on  wnich 
the  oyster  is  found ;  so  that  if  the  bottcnn  be  muddy»  the 
pearl  is  dark  and  ill-cok>ured. 

The  diving  for  oysters  is  a  work  performed  by  negro 
slaves,  of  whom  the  inhabitants  of  Panama  and  the  neigb-  - 
bourinff  coast  formerly  kqpt  great  numbers,  carefully  trahied 
to  this  Dusiness.  These  are  not  esteemed  complete  divers^ 
till  they  are  able  to  protract  their  stay  under  water  so  long, 
that  the  blood  gudies  out  from  their  nose^  mouth,  and  ears. 
It  is  the  tradition  of  the  country,  that  when  this  accidont  has 
once  be&Uen  them,  they  dive  for  the  foture  with  much  ^preat> 
er  facility  than  before  i  that  no  inconvenience  attends  it,  the 
bleeding  generally  stopping  of  itself,  and  that  there  is  no  • 
probabflity  of  their  being  sui^ect  to  it  a  seccmd  time.' 

The  sea  at  this  place  furnished  us  with  a  dainty,  in  the 
greatest  plenty  and  perfection,  viz.  the  turtle.    There  are  '{ 
reckoned  four  species  of  turtle:  the  trunk-turtle,  the  Iqoger^ 

'  The  intelligent  reader  will  demand  more  than  the  traction  of  th* 
country  to  induce  his  belief,  that  this  diving  business  is  not  most  certainly 
destructive  of  the  misfirable  wretches  who  are  compelled  to  pursue  it.  The 
divers  in  the  Persian  gulph,  where  it  is  well  known  thepean  fisbeiy  is  car> 
ried  on  by  individuals  on  their  own  account, "  seldom  live  to  a  great  ace," 
(says  Mr  M orier  in  the  account  of  his  Journey  throu^  Persia.)  **  l^eir 
bodies  break  out  in  sores,  and  their  qres  become  very  weak  and  ulood'shot 
They  are  restricted  to  a  certain  regimen;  and  to  food  composed  of  d^es 
and  other  light  ii^redients."  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  negroes  of. 
Panama  fare  better  in  this  hazardous  occupation.  But  to  the  ezpiessioii 
of  any  solicitude  as  to  their  blood,  it  is  veiy  probable  the  answer  m^ht  be 
something  in  the  style  of  one  of  Juvenal's  worthy  ladies : 

ita  servus  homo  est  ? 
Hoc  volo,  sic  jubeo,  sit  pro  ratione  voluntas.— P. 
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head,  the  hawktbill,  and  the  ffreen  turtle.  Tlie  two  first  are 
rank  and  unwholeftomei  the  nawksbill  (which  famiihes  the 
tortoise-shell)  is  but  indifferent  food,  thouffh  better  than  the 
Other  two;  but  the  green  tprtle  is  esteemed,  by  the  creatcst 
part  of  those  who  are  acquainted  with  its  taste,  as  the^Ost 
delicious  of  eatables ;  and  that  it  b  a  most  wholesome  food,  we 
were  amply  conTinctd  by  our  own  experience :  For  we  fed 
on  this  for  near  four  months,  and  conseouently  had  it  been 
in  any  degree  noxious,  its  ill  eflects  could  not  possibly  have 
escaped  us.  At  this  island  we  took  what  quantity  we  plea- 
sed with  great  facility;  for,  as  they  are  an  amphibious  ani- 
mal, and  get  on  shore  to  lay  their  eggs^  which  they  generally 
dqposit  in  a  large  hole  in  the  sand,  just  above  the  high-water 
mark,  covering  them  up,  and  leaving  them  to  be  hatched  by 
the  heat  of  the  sun,  we  usually  dispersed  several  of  our  men 
along  the  beach,  whose  business  it  was  to  turn  them  on  their 
backs  when  they  came  to  land;  and  the  turtle  being  thereby 
prevented  from  getting  away,  we  carried  them  off  at  our  lei- 
sure. These  proved  m  great  service  both  in  lengthening  out 
our  store  of  provision,  and  in  heart«)ing  the  whole  crew 
with  an  almost  constant  supply  of  fresh  and  palatable  food ; 
for  the  turtle  being  larg^  generally  weighing  about  8001b. 
weu;ht  each,  what  we  took  with  us  lasted  us  near  a  month, 
ana  by  that  time  we  met  with  a  fresh  recruit  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  where  we  often  saw  them  in  th^  heat  of  the;day 
floating  in  great  numbers  on  the  surfece  of  the  water  fast 
asleep.  Our  mode  of  taking  them  was  this ;  we  sent  out  our 
boat  with  a  man  in  the  bow,  who  was  a  dexterous  diver ; 
when  the  boat  came  within  a  few  yards  of  the  turtle,  the  di- 
ver plunged  into  the  water,  and  took  care  to  rise  close  upon 
it ;  on  seizing  the  shell  near  the  tail,  and  pressing  down  the 
hinder  parts,  the  turtle  awakened,  and  began  to  strike  with 
its  claws,  which  motion  supported  both  it  and  the  diver,  till 
the  boat  came  up  and  took  them  in.  By  this  management 
we  never  wanted  turtle  for  the  succeeding  four  months  in 
which  we  continued  at  sea  •,  and  though  we  had  been  three 
months  on  board,  without  putting  our  foot  on  shore,  ex- 
cept fo)r  the  few  days  we  staved  at  the  island  of  Quibo,  and 
those  employed  in  the  attacK  of  Payta,  yet,  in  the  whole  se- 
ven months,  from  our  leaving  Juan  Fernandez  to  our  an- 
choring in  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  we  buried  no  more  in 
the  whole  squadron  than  two  men;  a  most  incontestable 
proof  that  the  turtle  on  which  we  fed  for  the  last  four  months 

of 


?fe^;'.~::;i»!«^ 


BOOK  ir. 


» flrlt  are 
liihes  the 

than  the 
e  ffreatcBt 
the^noet 
:  food,  we 
\T  we  fed 
id  it  been 
libly  have 
'  we  plea- 
>iou8  ani- 
generally 
igh-water 
Itched  by 
'our  men 
1  on  their 
B^  thereby 
it  our  lei- 
enlng  out 
lole  crew 
ble  food ; 
at  2001b. 
a  month, 
E>coaitof 
r  the;day 
Krater  fast 
t  out  our 
OS  diver ; 
e,  the  di- 
oseupon 
ilown  the 
rike  with 
]iver,  till 
kagement 
lonths  in 
}en  three 
lore,  ex- 
ibo,  and 
whole  se- 

our  an- 
•  more  in 
ntestable 
r  months 
of 


CHAP.  XIV.  SECT.  XVIII.        Ct^oin  Jmon,  997 

of  this  term,  Was  at  least  innocent,  if  not  somethinff  more.. 
It  appears  wonderful^  therefore,  thataspecicsof  fi>odV>  v«ry 
palatable  and  salubrious,  and  so  much  abounding  in  those 
parts,  should  be  proscribed  by  the  Spaniards  as  unwhole- 
some and  little  less  than  poisonous.  Ferhaps  the  strange 
impearance  of  this  animal  mily  have  been  the  foun<^ation  of 
this  ridiculous  aversion,  which  is  strongly  rooted  in  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  coast,  and  of  which  we  had  many  in- 
stances in  the  course  of  this  navigation.  $ome  Indian  end 
n^o  slaves  we  had  taken  in  our  prizes,  and  continued  on. 
board  to  assist  in  navigating  our  ships,  were  astonished  at 
our  feeding  on  turtle,  and  seemed  iully  persuaded  that  it, 
would  soon  destroy  us;  but  finding  that  none  of  us  died,  noir 
even  suffered  in  our  health  by  a  continuation  of  this  diet,' 
they  at  last  got  so  far  the  be  ;ier  pf  :their  aversion*  as  to  he 
persuaded  to  taste  it,  to  which  the  absence  of  aU  other  kinds 
of  fresh  provisions  might  not  a  little  contribute.  However, 
it  was  with  great  reluctance,  and  very  sparingly,  that  they 
began  to  eat  it :  But  the  relish  improving  upon  uiem  by.  de^ 
grees,  they  at  last  srew  extremely  fond  of  it,  preferre^it  to 
every  other  kind  offood,  and  often  felicitated  each  other  on 
the  nappy  experience  they  had  acquired^  and  the  delicious: 
and  plentiful  repasts  it  would  be  always,  in  their  powegr>^' 
procure^  when  they  should  return  to  Uieit  oountry..  Tho^* 
who  are  acquainted:  with,  the  manner  of  J&fe  of  these  uiUieppy . 
wretches,  need  n#t<be:tQilii^  tW  nexl  to  large  draughts,  pf,^ 
mirituous  liquors,  plenty,  of  tolerable  food  is  the  greate«t  joy: 
they  know ;  and  that  the  discovering  a  method  ^iwch  Mould 
supply  them  with  what  quantity  thev  pleased  of  a  kind  vnQte 
luxurious  to  the  palate  than  any  their  haughty  lords  and 
masters  could  indulge  in,  was  a  circumstance  which  they  con- 
sidered as  the  most  fortunate  that  could  befal  them. 

In  three  days  time  we  had  completed  our  business  at  this 
place,  and  were.extremelv  impatient  to  put  to  sea,  that  we 
might  arrive  time  enough  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  to  inter- 
cept the  Manilla  galleon.  The  wind  bein^^  contrary  detain- 
ed us  a  night>  and  the  next  day  whoi  we  got  into  the  offing, 
(which  we  did  through  the  same  channel  by  which  we  enter- 
ed) we  were  obliged  to  keep  hovering  about  the  island,  in 
hopes  of  getting  sight  of  the  Gloucester.  It  was  the  9th  of 
December,  in  uie  morning,  when  we  put  to  sea,  and  cqnti^ 
nuing  to  the  southward  of  the  island,  looking  out  for  the 
Gloucester,  we,  on  the  lOth,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  discern- 
ed 
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fld  a  ilnall  ndl  to  the  northward  of  us,  to  whidi  ire  Mve 
chaie«  Old  eotaing  np  took  her.  She  proved  to  be  a  bark 
ftom  Fluiaiiia»  bound  to  Cheripe^  an  incondderable  Ttniwe 
on  tl^  eontinenti  and  was  calkd  the  Jem  NauatM*  Sue 
had  nothing  on  board  but  some  oakum,  about  a  ton  of  rock- 
salt,  and  between  SOL  and  40l,  in  speoiek  most  of  it  consist- 
ing of  small  siher  money,  intended  fat  purchasing  a  cargo 
o^roirisions  at  CSteiipOi  «( 

1  canneC  but  observe^  1«»  the  use  of  fbture  cndsen,  that 
bad  we  beett  in  want  of  provisions,  we  had  by  this  capture  an 
dbvions  method  of  sniplying  ourselves.  For  at  CShcdpe, 
whither  she  was  bound,  there  is  a  constant  store  of  provi- 
sioiM  prepared  for  the  vessels  which  00  thither  ev^iy  week 
from  Panama,  the  market  of  Panama  Ming  chiefly  siq>idied 
from  thence ;  So  that  by  putting  a  few  of  our  hands  on  IxMud 
our  price,  we  might  eainfy  have  seited  a  largjb  store  without 
any  naaard,  shoioe  Cheripe  is  a  place  of  no  strength. 

(te  the  iSth  of  DecemAier  we  were  relieved  from  the  per- 
fdeldty  we  had  suffined,  by  the  smaration  of  the  Gloucester ; 
for  on  that  day  die  joined  ua,  and  informed  us,  that  in  tack* 
ing  to  the  Southward  on  our  first  arrival  she  had  sprung  her 
fote-top-mast,  which  had  disaUed  her  from  working  to  wind- 
ward, and  prevented  her  from  joinii^  us  sooner.  We  now 
scuttled  and  sunk  the  Jesn  Mazareno^  the  prise  we  took  last, 
and  having  the  greatest  inmatienoe  to  get  into  ajproper  sta- 
tion for  me  gaueon,  stood  dtog^er  to  liie  wcstwsra,  and 
notwitlMtanding  tbe  impedimoitB  we  met  iw[th,1eft  the  idand 
of  QoSboia  aMut  nine  days  after  our  first  ooming  in  aig^t 
rfit 
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Oh  die  ISth  of  December  we  left  Quibo»  and  the  same 
day  the  ocwnmodore  delivered  firesh  instructipns  to  the  cap- 
taiiM  of  die  men  fX.  war,  and  the  commanders  of  our  prizes, 
upointing  them  the  roideivouses  they  were  to  mak^  and 
the  courses  they  were  to  steer  in  case  oi  a  seiMration.  And 
first,  thcnr  were  directed  to  use  all  posuble  diqiatch  in  get- 
ting to  the  northward  of  the  harbour  of  Acapuko^  where 
diqr  were  to  endeavour  to  M  in  with  the  land«  between  the 
-  latitudes 
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lathuda  of  18  Incl  10*  |  fiom  tbteoB^  they  w«f«  to  beal  iip 
the  icout  at  eight  or  ten  leagoM  dktanoe  mak  tfie  thore» 
till  thev  came  »-.breatt  of  Cape  OoriMitei,  in  th«  ktitude  of 
to*  3(r.  When  thcv  anired  there^  they  weve  to  coiitin«e 
Mlrisfng  on  that  station  till  the  14di  of  FSbniarf  i  laid  then 
they  ireie  to  proceed  to  the  fiiiddle  ithiid  of  ut  Tm  Ma- 
fiai^  in  the  latitude  of  fll'SB',  bearing  fton  Cme  Gori* 
entes  N.  W.  by  N.}  twenty-fire  leagnet  distant.  And  if  at 
this  island  th^  did  not  meet  the  oommod<Mrek  tiiey  were 
there  to  recroit  their  wood  and  water,  and  then  to  tuikt 
die  best  ctf  their  way  to  the  isUmd  of  Maotfo,  on  the  eoast 
of  China.  These  drders  bdng  disCribnted,  we  had  HtHk 
doubt  of  arrivinff  soon  upon  outr  intended  station;  at  we 
expected)  upon  the  incr«tsing  our  offing  fiwm  Qnibo»  to 
frll  in  with  the  rmpilar  trade*wind.  dut*  to  our  extreme 
'ftauHdoOf  we  were  baffled  fbr  near  a  ttloiMlh,  eiliier  with  tem- 
pestuous weather  from  the  western  quarts,  or  with  dead 
cakns  and  heavy  rains,  attended  with  a  sultty  air ;  so  that 
it  was  the  Sfith  of  December  before  wie  got  a  light  of  die 
island  of  Cooo%  which  by  our  redconing  was  only  a  hun- 
dred leagues  from  the  continent ;  and  weliad  the  mortifidi- 
tioh  to  make  so  little  w^,  that  We  dM  not  loee  Sight  tf  it 
again  in  five  days*  This  island  we  found  to  be  in  the  lati<> 
tnde  of  B*t(y  north.  It  has  a  WA  hmmmock  towsMs  the 
western  part^  which  descends  gnMUaUy,  and  at  listtermi- 
/Aatea  in  a  W|idnt  to  the  eastward.  From  the  idand  of 
Cocos  we  stood  W.  by  N.,  smd  were  tiU  the  fth  dP  Jannaty 
in  nmning  an  hundred  leagues  nuxte,  Weliad  at  first  flat^ 
tered  oundves,  that  the  unceirtain  weather  and  western 
gales  we  met  with  were  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
CMitinent,  fipom  which,  as  we  got  more  abtant,  we  exped- 
'  ^  every  day  to  be  relieved,  l^  fidling  in  with  the  entern 
trade-wind:  But  as  our  hopes  were  so  knig  baffled^  and 
our  patience  quite  exhausted,  we  began  at  le^^  to  despair 
of  succeeding  in  the  ffreat  purpose  we  had  in  view,  that  df 
interc^ng  the  ManSk  galleon ;  and  this  produced  a  g^ie- 
^  ral  d^ection  amongst  us,  as  we  had  at  first  oonsiderecT  this 
^project  as  almost  mfidlibl^  and  had  indu]^;ed  oursdves  in 
the  most  boundless  hopes  of  the  advantages  we  should  thence 
receive.  However,  our  despondenqr  inis  at  last  isomewliat 
idleviated,  by  a  fiivourable  cnange  of  the  wind ;  for,  on  die 
9th  of  January,  a  gsle  for  the  mst  time  sprang  up  fhttn  the 
N.  £.,  and  on  diis  we  took  the  Carmdo  2b  tow,  as  tlte  Glou- 
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center  did  the  Cavmin,  in(d(ing  all  the  sail  we  could  to  im- 
prove the  advantage  &>r  vn  still  suspected  that  it  was  only 
a.teropomrv  ffi^,  which  would  not  last  Ions;  but  the  next 
^  wo  had  the  satisfaction  to  £kid,  that  the  wind  did  not 
oiify  coiitinue  in  the  same  quarteri  but  blew  with  so  nmiBh 
binlskncM  and  steadiness,  that  we  now  no  longer  doubted  of 
its  being  the  true  trade^wind.  And  as  we  advanced  apace 
towards  our.  station,  our  hopes  began  to:  refiye^  and  our 
^e^paiv,bjr  di^reea  gave  place  to  pleasingv  pr^udices :  For 
though  the  oqptomary  seitson  of  the  arrivu  of  the  galleon  at 
Acapulco  was  idready  elapsed,  yet  we  were  unreasonable 
enopdi  to  flutter  ourselves,  that  some  accidental  delay  m^ht 
iinatnen  her  passage  iMvond  its  usual  limits. 
,.^  when  we  got  into  the  trade-wind,  we  found  no  altera- 
tion in  it  till  the  l7di  of  January,  when  we  were  advanced 
to  the  latitude  of  12**  ^C,  but  on  that  day  it  shifted  to  the 
westwvid  of  ^e  north:  This  chang<c  we  imputed  to  our 
hdving  halfid  up  too  soon,  though  we  then  esteemed  onr- 
se^es  full  seventy  leagues  iirmn  the  ooast,  which  plainly 
shows,,  th^  the  trade-wind  doth  Qot  Ji^e  place,  but  at  a 
considerably  distance  from  the  continent.  After  this,  the 
wind  WM  not  so  ftivouraUe  to  as  as,  U  had  been  :  However, 
we  still  continued  to  advance^  and,  on  the  26th  of  January, 
b^ing  then  to  the  northwaiid  of  AcfipuleOf  we  tacked  and 
stooAitetv^e  eastward,  witha  view  of  making  the.land.  , 

|fl;th«  pr^c^ing'  fortnight  we  caught  somie  tiptle  on  the 
surfaef|{oi(^t|»s«!wafeiv  and  several  dolphins,  bonitos,  and  al- 
bicpres^r^  ,tO||0  day^  as  one  of  the  sail-makers  mates  was  l^sh- 
iug  firom!  the  enaof  the.  gib-boom,  he  lost  his  hold,  jusid 
dionped  into  the  sea;  and  the  ship,  which  was  then  going 
at,tne  nite  ctf  ^  or  seven  knots,  went  direotlv  over  liim: 
But.«s  weihai^jthoiCarmelo  in  tow,  we  instantly  called  out 
to  the,  p^ple  fm  board  her,  who  threw  him  over  several 
ends<^  ropjesi  opie  of  which  he  fortunately  caught  hold  o^ 
and  twisting  it  round  his  arm,  was  hauled  Into  the  ship,  with- 
out havkw  received  any  other  injury  than  ^^  w'ench  in  hi| 
arm,  of  which  he  soon  recovered.  ;  r.^  '>'  r 

On  the  26th  of  January,  we  stood  to  the  eastward,  ex-  * 
pectin^  by  our  reckoniiu^  to  have  fallen  in  with  the  land 
on  the  28th ;  but  thongb  the  weather  was  perfectly  clear, 
we  had  no  sidit  of  it  at  sun-set,  and  therefore  continued  our 
course,  not  WNd^ing  but  we  sho^d  see  it  b^  the  next  morn- 
ing, .  About  ten  i^  night  we  discovered  a  light  on  the  lar- 
i?Jss^!  boavd 
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board-bowj  bearing  from  ut  N.N.E.  The  Tryal'a  prise  too, 
aboat  a  nile  a>head  of  n«,  made  a  lignal  at  the  aaroe  time 
for  seeing  a  tail  {  and  at  we  had  no  doubt  that  what  we  taw 
wat  a  thip't  lightiK  we  were  extremely  animated  with  a  firm 
pertuaaion^  that  it  was  the  Manilht  galleon,  which  had  been 
to  long  the  pbject  of  our  wiihet:  And  what  added  to  our 
alacrity,  wat  our  expectation  of  meeting  with  two  of  them  in- 
ktead  of  one,  for  we  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  light  in 
"View  wat  carried  in  the  top  of  one  ship  for  a  direction  to 
her  contort    We  immediately  cast  off  the  Carraelo  and 
pretied  forward  with  all  our  canvass,  making  a  tignal  for 
the  Gloucetter  to  do  the  same.    Thus  w^  chased  the  lights 
keeping  all  oar  handt  at  iheir  respective  quarters,  under  an 
expectation  of  engaging  in  the  next  half  hour,  as  we  some^ 
times  conceived  the  chase  to  be  about  a  mile  distant,  and 
at  other  times  to  be  within  reach  of  our  guns;  and  tome 
potitively  averred,  thiat  besides  the  light,  they  could  plainly 
discern  her  tailt.  The  commodore  himielf  was  so  fully  per<- 
tuaded  that  we  should  be  soon  along^side  of  her,  that  he 
tent  for  hit  first  lieutenant,  who  commanded  between  decks^ 
and  directed  him  to  see  all  the  great  gunt  loaded  with  two 
round-thot  for  the  first  broadside,  and  ailer  that  with  one 
round-thot  and  one  grilpe,  strictly  charging  him,  at  the 
tame  lime,  not  to  turn;  a  gun  to  be  fired,  till  he,  the  com* 
modore,  thould  give  orders,  which  he  informed  the  lieute- 
nant would  not  be  till  we  arrived  within  pistoNshot'of  the 
enemy.    In  this  conttant  and  eager  attention  we  continued 
all  nisht,  always  presuming  that  another  quarter  of  an  hour 
would  bring  us  up  with  this  Manilla  ship,  whose  wealthy  with 
that  of  her  supposed  consort,  we  now  estimated  by  round 
millions.  But  when  the  morning  broke,  and  day-light  came 
on,  we  were  most  strangely  and  vexatiously  disappointed^ 
by  finding  that  the  light  which  had  occasioned  all  this  bus- 
tin  and  expectancy  wat  only  a  fire  on  the  shore.    Indeed 
the  circumstances  of  this  deception  are  so  extracrdinary  at 
to  be  scarcely  credible;  for,  by  our  run  during  the  nighti 
and  the  distance  of  the  landin  the  morning,  this  fire,  whea 
we  first  discovered  it,  must  have  been  above  twenty-.five 
leagues  from  us.   It  was  indeed  upon  a  very  high  mountain^ 
ana  continued  burning  for  several  days  afterwards ;  it  was 
not  a  volcano,  but  rather,  as  I  suppose,  stubble,  or  heath, 
set  on  fire  for  some  purpose  of  agriculture.' 
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At  iiui>riting,  after  thb  mortifpog  delinioii.  yni  toand 
onrselvtt  abovt  nine  leagues  off  the  land,  which  extencled 
from  the  N.W.  to  E.|N.  On  Uib  land  we  obacrved  two  re- 
narlcable  hummocki,  inoh  as  are  usually  called  papi,  which 
bofc  north  from  us :  Theie,  a  Spanish  pilot  and  two  Indians, 
who  were  the  only  persons  amongst  us  that  pretended  to 
have  traded  in  this  part  of  the  world,  affirmed  to  be  over 
the  harbour  of  Acapulco.  Indeed,  we  veiy  much  doubted 
their  knowledge  of  the  coast ;  for  we  found  these  paps  to  be 
hi  the  latitude  of  17*  5&,  whereas  those  over  Acapulco  are 
said  to  be  in  17"  only;  and  we  afterwards  found  our  suspi* 
cions  of  their  skill  to  be  well  grounded :  However,  they  were 
very  confident,  and  assured  us,  that  the  height  of  the  monn* 
tains  was  itself  an  infallible  mark  of  the  harbour;  the  co^t, 
as  they  pretended,  (though  falsely)  beihg  generally  low  to 
the  eastward  and  westwara  of  it. 

And  now  bein^  in  the  track  of  the  Manilla  sralleon,  it  was 
a  great  doubt  with  us  (as  it  was  near  the  end  of  January,) 
whether  she  was  or  was  not  arrived ;  But  examining  our 
prisoners  about  it,  they  auured  us,  that  she  was  sometimes 
Known  to  cflime  in  after  the  middle  of  Febmarv ;  and  they 
endeavoured  to  persuade  us,  that  the  fire  we  had  seen  on 
shore  was  a  proof  that  she  was  as  yet  at  sea,  it  bein||;  ous- 
tomaiy,  as  they  said,  to  make  use  of  these  fires  as  signals 
lor  her  direction,  when  she  continued  longer  out  than  ordi« 
narv.  On  this  information,  strengthened  by  our  propensity 
to  believe  them  in  a  matter  which  so  pleasingly  flattered 
our  wishes,  we  resolved  tp  cruise  for  her  for  some  days ; 
and  we  accordingly  spread  our  ships  at  the  distance  of 
twelve  leagues  from  the  coast,  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  was 
imj^sible  she  should  pass  us  unobserved  t  Howevier,  not 
seeing  her  soon,  we  were  at  intervak  inclined  to  suspect 
that  uie  had  gained  her  port  already ;  and  as  we  now  began 
to  want  a  harbour  to  renesh  our  people,  the  uncertainty  of 
oar  present  situation  gave  us  ^reat  uneasiness,  and  ire  were 
very  soKcitons  to  get  some  positive  intelligence,  which  might 
either  set  us  at  liberty  to  consult  our  necessities,  if  the  gal- 
leon was  arrived,  or  might  animate  us  to  contiDu<>  our  ^prt*i 
sent  cruise  with  cheerfulness,  if  she  was  not.  With  this 
^  view  the  commodore,  after  examining  our  prisoners  very 
particularly,  resolved  to  send  a  beat,  under  night,  into  the 

harbour 

%:  not  impobable  that  the  vdcanic  mouotain  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Ace* 
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hariKXir  of  Acapvlco^  to  9ee  if  (bo  Manill^  ihip  wm  f  -:  or 
not^  oue  of  th?  (ndi#o$  being  ver^  poutive  jtbat  thU  w<.gb( 
b^  doi^  vkhoat  the  boat  i\itw  bemg  dlMovered*  To  e»er 
GUto  thii  project,  the  barge  was  dispatched  the  6th  of  |?eT 
bruary^  with  a  suflicieDt  crew  ai>d  two  officersj^  who  tool( 
with  tbeoi  ajSpaoifh  pilot,  and  ^  Indian  who  bad  inyitted 
on  tho  jMcaclicabiHtjr  of  thif  mcasare,  and  ha4  taodertakeif 
to  conduct  it.  Opr  barge  did  qot  return  to  m  again  till  tbo 
eleventh,  wh<wi  the  omceri  acquainted  Mr  Anion,  Uiat, 
agreeable  to  pur  suspicion,  there  was  nothing  like  a  harbour 
i«  the*  place  where  the  Spanish  pilots  had  at  first  asserted 
Acapulco  tp  lie  { that  wheo  tbey  had  satisfied  themselves  iq 
this  particular,  they  steered  to  the  eastward,  in  hopei  of 
discoverii;^  it,  aqd  bad  coasted  along  shore  thirty-two  leaf 
sues ;  that  in  this  whole  range  the^  met  chiefly  with  sandy 
beacncs  of  a  great  leiij^th,  over  which  the  sea  broke  with  po 
much  violence,  that  it  was  impossible  fpr  a  boat  to  land ; 
that  at  the  eod  of  th^ir  tuq  they  could  just  discover  twp 
paps  at  a  \^y  great  distance  to  the  eastward,  which  fro^n 
their  appearance  and  their  latitude*  they  cpn9lude^  to  b^ 
those  in  the  ueighbpurhppd  pf  Acapulcp ;  but  that  not  ha* 
vin|;  a  sufficient  quaptity  of  fresh  water  and  provifipq  fpf 
tbeir  passage  thitb«r  and  back  again,  d^y  were  obliged  Iq 
ratwrn  tp  the  commodore,  to  acquaint  him  ^itb  tbeir  4^mit 
poitttment.  On  this  intelUgenoe  we  aU  made  sail  to  tbf 
eastward,  in  prder  tp  get  into  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
pprt,  ^e  cpmmpdpre  resolving  tp  send  the  barge  a  iecon4 
time  uppn  the  same  enterprize,  when  we  were  arrived  with*? 
in  a  mpderate  distance.  And  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
12th  of  February,  we  being  by  that  time  considerably  ad-^' 
vanced>  the  barge  was  again  dispatched,  and  particular  iq* 
structioqs  given  to  the  officers  to  preserve  themselves  fron^ 
beintg  seen  frpm  the  shore.  On  the  1 3th  we  espied  a  higb 
land  tP  the  eastward,  which  we  first  imagined  tp  be  tiiaj: 
over  the  harbpur  pf  Acapulcp  i  but  we  afterwards  found  that 
it  was  the  high  land  of  Seguateneo,  where  there  is  a  sm»i| 
harbour,  of  which  we  shall  have  pccasion  tP  make  more  apt* 
pie  mentipn  hereafter.  And  now,  having  waited  iix  di»« 
without  any  news  of  our  barge,  we  began  to  be  uneasy Jor 
her  safetv ;  bpt,  on  the  7th  day,  that  is,  on  the  19th  of  F«* 
brqary,she  returned*  Tihc  officers  informed  the  commodore, 
that  tMy  bad  diwoyered  the  bari)our  of  Aoapulcp,  wbicb 
ikpj  ^teemed  to  bef^r  from  us  1^.$.^  at  least  ^fty  li;agues 
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dbtant :  That  on  the  17th,  about  two  in  the  mornins,  they 
were  got  within  the  island  that  liet  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, and  yet  neither  the  Spanish  pilot,  nor  the  Indian  who 
were  with  them,  could  give  them  any  infornuition  where 
they  then  were ;  but  that  while  they  were  lying  upon  their 
oars  in  suspence  what  to  do,  being  ignorant  that  they  were 
then  at  the  very  place  they  sought  for,  they  discerned  a 
imall  light  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  on  which  they  in- 
stantly plied  their  paddles,  and  moving  as  silently  as  possi- 
ble towards  it,  they  found  it  to  be  in  a  fishing  canoe,  which 
they  surprised,  with  three  negroes  that  belonged  toil.  It 
seems  the  negroes  at  first  attempted  to  jump  overboard ; 
and  being  so  near  the  land,  they  would  easily  nave  swam  on 
shore ;  but  they  were  prevented  by  presenting  a  piece  at 
them,  on  which  Ihev  readily  submitted,  and  were  taken  into 
the  barge.  The  ofncers  further  added,  that  they  had  im- 
mediately turned  the  ennoe  adrift  against  the  h': ;  of  a  rock, 
ivhere  it  would  inevitably  be  dashed  to  pieces  l^y  the  fury 
of  the  sea :  This  they  did  to  deceive  tnos«b'  who  perhaps 
might  be  sent  from  the  town  to  search  after  the  canoe ;  for 
upon  seeing  several  pieces  of  a  wreck,  they  would  immedi- 
ately conclude  that  the  people  on  board  her  had  beeil 
drowned,  aiid  would  have  no  suspicion  of  their  having  fallen 
into  our  hands.  When  the  crew  of  the  barge  ban  taken 
this  precaution,  they  exerted  their  utmost  strength  in  pull- 
ing out  to  sea,  and  by  dawn  of  dry  had  gained  such  an  off- 
ing, as  rendered  it  impossible  for  tiiem  to  be  seen  i'rom  the 
fcoast. 

And  now  having  got  the  three  negroes  in  our  possession, 
who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  transactions  at  Acapuico,  we 
were  soon  satisfied  about  the  niost  material  points  which 
had  long  kept  us  in  suspense :  And  on  examination  we  found, 
tiiat  we  wpre  indeed  disappointed  in  our  expectation  of  in- 
tercepting the  galleon  before  her  arrival  ut  Acapuico ;  but 
we  learnt  other  circumstances  which  still  revived  our  hopes, 
and  which,  we  then  conceived,  would  more  than  balance 
the  opportunity  we  had  already  lost :  For  though  our  ne- 
gro prisoners  informed  us  that  the  galleon  arrived  at  Aca- 
puico on  our  9th  of  January,  which  was  about  twenty  days 
before  we  fell  in  with  this  coast,  yet  they  at  the  same  time 
told  us,  that  the  galleou  had  delivered  her  cargo,  and  was 
taking  in  water  and  provisions  for  her  retuin,  and  that  the 
Vfceroy  of  Mexipo  hpd  by  proclamation  fixed  her  departure 
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from  Ac^puJcu  to  tkfe  14lh  of  March,  N*S*  Thii  last  news 
WM  molt  jojf fallT  received  by  ut,  at  we  had  no  doubt  but 
■he  mMi  certainly  fall  into  our  hands,  an«i  (is  it  was  much 
more  elioible  to  seiae  her  on  her  return,  than  it  would  have 
been  to  nave  taken  her  before  her  arrival,  as  thtt  sftecie  for 
which  she  had  sold  her  cargok  and  which  she  would  now 
have  on  board,  was  prodigiously  more  to  be  esteemed  by  us 
than  the  cargo  itseu ;  great  part  of  which  would  have  pe* 
fished  on  our  hands,  and  no  part  of  it  could  have  beeo  ais» 
posed  of  by  us  at  so  advantageous  a  mart  as  Acapulco. 

Thus  we  were  a  second  time  engaged  in  an  eager  expect* 
ntion  of  meeting  with  this  Manilla  ship,  which,  by  the  fame 
of  its  wealth,  we  had  been  taught  to  (insider  as  the  most 
desirable  prioe  that  was  to  be  met  with  in  any  pari  of  the 

globe.  As  all  our  future  projects  will, be  in  some  sort  regu* 
ited  with  a  view  to  the  possession  of  this  celebrated  galleon> 
and  as  the  commerce  which  is  carried  on  by  means  of  thesf 
vessels  between  the  city  of  Manilla  and  the  port  of  Acapulco 
is  perhaps  the  most  valuable,  in  proportipn  to  its  quantitj> 
of  any  in  the  known  world,  I  shall  endeavour,  in  the  ensur 
ing  chapter,  to  give  ai  distinct  an  account  as  i  can  of  oU 
th^  particulars  relating  thereto,  both  as  it  is  a  matter  in 
which  1  conceive  the  public  to  be  in  some  degree  interested^ 
and  as  I  Halter  nyselt,  that  from  the  materials  which  have 
fallen  into  my  hands,  i  am  enabled  to  describe  it  with  more 
distinctness,  than  has  hitherto  been  done,  at  least  in  oui; 
language. 


Section  XX* 

Jn  Ac^omf  of  the  Commerce  carried  on  betweeen  the  Ciijf  of 
ManiUa  on  the  Island  of  Luconia,  and  the  Port  of  Jeafweo 
in  the  Coast  <f  Mexico.* 

Though  Spain  did  not  acquire  the  property  of  any  of  the 
spice  islands,  by  the  enterprising  labours  of  Magellan  (ret 
lated  in  our  tenth  volume,  to  which  we  refer,)  yet  the  disco« 
very  mode  in  his  expedition  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  was 
thought  too  considerable  to  be  neglected }  for  these  were 
not  iar  distant  from,  those  places  which  produced  spices, 

,  .  , .      ....   end 

'  Much  of  the  original  in  this  section  is  omitted,  as  either  unimportant 
now*  or  elsewhere  given  in  the  work.  , 
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im4  wcff#  vMy  w«ll  litttAttd  for  «b#  CMam*  lMd«>  iind  fbfr 
Mm  eonmMM  of  other  purli  of  ludNn;  ud  ibtrtfoM  a  mm^ 
wmicatioa  wm  moii  Mtabllihedi  nnd  oiiMAtlly  ■Mfirttd 
liMWimi  thew  M»tad«oiid  tho  SpaiiMi  oolonltt  oil  me  «Mtl 
of  Pirn  :  So  thtl  the  citj  of  MMllki,  (Which  WM  biiWi  M 
lh«  iilotid  of  Lueonb,  Mko  ohtef  «f  the  Phlii|^fkei)ioOtt  be^ 
9hmt  tbo  ttart  for  til  Itidioo  oottttodltlest  «Hiieli  were 
hroiMfht  up  by  the  inhebitonli,  end  trere  enoeeMy  ie^t  to 
the  Meth^See*  to  be  there  tended  on  their  eecoMiik  i  end 
the  retoriM  of  thii  eotntnerce  to  Menille  being  prittoipeily 
itiede  in  sikerv  the  piece  by  decreet  ttkew  extremely  oputent 
end  considerable,  and  iu  trade  so  iar  inereaaed,  as  to  en* 
gage  the  attention  of  the  eourt  of  Spain,  and  to  be  fre» 
iquently  controlled  and  regulated  by  royal  ediels.  '* 

In  the  infancy  of  this  trade,  it  was  carried  on  from  the 
fKMrt  of  Calieo  to  the  city  of  Manilla,  in  which  voyage  the 
iMNl^Wind  eontineally  favonred  them;  so  that  notw(th«> 
standing  these  places  were  distant  between  three  end  f^t 
thomand  leegnes,  yet  the  voyage  was  often  made  In  Kttle 
more  than*  two  nonihs:  But  then  the  return  fW>m  Manilla 
was  extremely  troublesome  and  tedious^  and  is  said  to  hive 
sometimes  taken  them  up  above  a  twelvemontbi  whiohi  if 
they  pretended  to  ply  up  within  the  limits  of  the  \niAe- 
wind,  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at{  and  it  is  asserted, 
tHei  in  their  first  voyages  they  were  so  imprudent  end  uu'* 
skilAit  as  to  attempt  this  course.  However,  that  route  was 
soon  laid  aside  by  the  advice,  as  it  is  said,  of  a  jeiUit^  Who 
persuaded  them  to  steer  to  the  northward  till  they  got  clear 
of  the  trade-winds,  and  then  by  the  favour  of  the  westerly 
winds,  which  generally  prevail  in  inth  latitudes,  to  stretcn 
away  for  the  coast  of  California.  This  has  been  the  prac- 
tice for  at  least  a  hundred  and  sixty  years  pesl»  (1746-4 1) 
For  Sir  Thomas  CaVendish,  in  th<^year  1586,  enM||ed  off  the 
south  end  of  California  a  vessel  bound  from  IMuuiilla  to  the 
American  coast.  And  it  was  in  compliance  with  this  new 
plan  of  navigation,  and  to  shorten  the  run  both  backwards 
and  forwards,  that  the  staple  of  this  commerce  to  and  from 
Manilla  was  removed  from  Callao,  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  to 
the  port  of  Acapulco,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico>  wheie  it  con^ 
tibuea  fixed  at  this  time. 

This  trade  to  Acapulco  is  not  laid  open  to  all  the  inhe^ 
bitaots  of  Manilla,  but  is  confined  by  very  particular  regu- 
lations,  somewhat  analogous  to  those  by  which  the  trade 
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•f  th«  ragitier  thipt  from  CmjIi  to  th*  Wct**Iiidii«  Is  i«. 
•tmined. 

The  trade  it  Umitedl  to  »  oertain  nilve»  which  the  •uaaal 
cargo  ought  not  lo  exceed.  Some  Spaniih  manutorifli^  I 
hav(  leeo,  menUoo  this  limitation  to  be  600^000  doHan  { 
bet  the  eamial  eargo  doct  ceftainly  tnrfMM  tlhit  sum ;  and 
thoMgh  it  may  be  difficult  to  6x  its  exact  valae,  yel  from 
many  compansont  I  conolode,  that  the  reimrn  cannot  be 
greatly  short  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

This  trade  from  Manilla  to  Acapnico  and  back  again,  is 
asuailr  carried  on  in  one  or  at  most  two  annimi  ships,  which 
set  sail  from  Manilla  about  July,  and  arrive  at  Acasuloo  in 
the  December,  January,  or  February  following,  ana  having 
there  disposed  of  their  effects,  return  for  Manula  some  Ume 
in  March,  where  they  generally  arrive  in  June ;  so  that  the 
whole  voyage  takes  up  very  near  an  entire  year:  For  this 
reason,  though  there  is  otten  no  more  than  one  ship  em- 
ployed at  a  ume,  yet  there  is  always  one  ready  for  the  sea 
Mrhen  the  other  arrives ;  and  therefore  are  provided  three  or 
four  stout  ships,  thut,  in  case  of  any  accident,  the  trade  may 
not  be  suspended. 

The  ship  having  received  her  cargo  on  board,  and  being 
fitted  for  the  sea,  generally  weighs  from  the  mole  of  Cabite 
about  the  middle  of  July,  toking  the  advantage  of  the  wes- 
terly mottsoon,  which  then  sets  in,  to  cany  them  to  sea.  It 
appears  that  the  getting  through  the  Boccadero  to  the  east- 
ward most  be  a  troublesoine  navigation,  and  in  fact  it  is 
sometimes  the  end  of  August  before  they  get  clear  of  the 
land.  When  they  have  got  through  this  passage,  and  are 
dlear  of  the  islands,  Uiey  stand  lo  the  norlhwanl  of  the 
east,  in  order  to  get  into  the  latitude  of  thirty  odd  degrees, 
where  they  expect  to  meet  with  westerly  winds,  ^ore 
which  they  run  away  Iir4he  coast' of  California.*  It  is 
most  remarkable>  ih«li|f  the  ooacorrent  testimony  of  aJl 
the  Spanish  navigators,  there  is  not  one  port,  nor  even  a 
tolerable  road,  as  yet  found  out  betwixt  the  Philippine 
Islands  and  the  coast  of  California  and  Mexico ;  so  that 
from  the  time  the  Manilla  ship  first  loses  sight  of  land,  she 
never  lets  go  her  anchor  till  she  arrives  on  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  very  often  not  till  she  gets  to  its  southermost 

extrenaity ; 

*  In  the  original  is  inserted  a  chnrt  for  the  explsnstion  of  this  track, 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  give  here.— £•  ,.,»,.. t*^.: 
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extretnity  :  And  therefore,  as  this  voyage  is  rarely  of  less 
than  six  months  continuance,  and  the  ship  is  deep  laden 
«rith  merchandise  and  crowded  with  people,  it  may  appear 
ivonderful  how  they  can  be  supplied  >vitb  a  stock  of  lre«b 
water  for  so  long  a  time.  A  supf)ly  indeed  they  have,  but 
the  reliance  upon  it  seems  at  first  sight  so  extremely  pre* 
carious,  that  it  is  wonderful .  such  numbers  should  risquq 
perishing  by  the  most  dreadful  of  all  deaths,  on  the  expec- 
tatiou  of  so  casual  a  circumstance.  In  short,  therr  only 
method  of  recruiting  their  water  is  by  the  rains,  which  they 
meet  with  between  the  latitudes  of  SO**  aM  40"  north,  ana 
which  they  are  always  prepared  to  catch  :  For  thb  purpose 
they  take  to  sea  with  them  a  great  number  oi  mats,  which 
they  place  slopingly  against  the  gunwale,  whenever  the 
rain  descends ;  these  mats  extend  from  one  end  of  the  ship 
to  the  other,  and  their  lower  edges  rest  on  a  large  split 
bamboe,  so  that  all  the  water  which  falls  on  the  mats  drain 
into  the  bamboe>  and  by  this,  as  a  troueh,  is  conveyed  into 
ajar;  and  this  method  of  supplying  thei.'  water,  however 
accidental  and  extraordinary  it  may  at  first  sight  appear, 
hath  never  been  known  to  fail  them,  so  that  it  is  common 
for  them,  when  their  voyage  is  a  little  longer  than  usual,  ia 
fill  all  their  water  jars  several  times  over. 

The  length  of  time  employed  in  this  passage,  so  much 
beyond  what  usually*  occurs  in  any  other  navigation,  is  per- 
haps in  part  to  be  imputed  to  the  indolence  and  unskilful- 
ness  of  the  Spanish  sailors,  and  to  an  unnecessary  degree  of 
cautio^i  and  concern  for  so  rich  a  vessel :  For  it  is  said,  that 
they  never  set  their  main>sail  in  the  night,  and  often  lie  by 
unnecessarily.  And  indeed  the  instructions  given  to  their 
captains  (which  I  have  seen)  seem  to  have  been  drawn  up 
by  such  as  were  more  apprehensive  of  too  strong  a  gale^ 
though  favourable,  than  of  the  inconveniences  and  morta- 
lity attending  a  lingering  and  tedious  voyage ;  for  the  cap- 
tain is  particularly  ordered  to  make  bis  passage  in  the 
latitude  of  aOf  if  possible,  and  to  be  extremely,  careful 
to  stand  no  farther  to  the  northward  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  getting  a  westerly  wind.  This,  accord- 
ing to  our  conceptions,  appears  to  be  a  very  absurd  restric- 
tion ;  since  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  in  the  higher 
latitudes  the  westerly  winds  are  much  steadier  and  brisker 
than  in  the  latitude  of  SO" :  So  that  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  navigation  seems  liable  to  very  great  censure.  If  in- 
stead 


CHAPi  X)y^  SKCT.  XX. 


Captain  Jmoit»i^<A 


409 


>ker 
of 


stead  of  steering  £.  N.  E.  into  the  latitude  of  thirty  odd 
degrees,  they  at  first  stood  N.E.,  or  even  still  more  nor* 
tberly,  into  the  latitude  of  40"  or  45°,  in  part  of  which  course 
the  trade^winds  would  greatly  assist  thein,  I  doubt  not  they 
might  considerably  contract  their  voyage.  And  this  is  not 
merely  matter  of  speculation ;  for  I  am  credibly  informed, 
that  about  the  year  1721)  a  French  ship,  by  pursuing  this 
course,  ran  from  the  coast  of  China  to  the  valley  ofVanAv 
deras  on  the  coast  uf  Mexico,  in  less  than  fifty  days:  But 
it  was  said  that  this  ship,  notwithstanding  the  shortness  of 
her  passage,  suffered  prodigiously  by  the  scurvy,  so  that  she 
bad  only  four  or  fiye  of  her  crew  left  when  she  arrived  in 
iVmerica. 

The  Manilla  ship  having  stood  so  far  to  the  northward 
as  to  meet  with  a  westerly  wind,  stretches  away  nearly  in 
the  same  latitude  for  the  coast  of  California :  And  when 
she  has  run  into  the  longitude  of  96**  from  Cape  £spirita 
Santo,  she  generally  meets  with  a  plant  floating  on  the  sea, 
which,  being  called  Porra  by  the  Spaniards^  is,  I  presume, 
a  species  of  sea-leek.  On  the  sight  of  this  plant  they  esteem 
themselves  sufficiently  near  the  Californian  shore,  and  im!^ 
mediately  stand  to  the  southward;  they  rely  so  much  .on 
this  circumstance,  that  on  the  first  discovery  of  the  plant 
the  whole  ship's  company  chaunt  a  solemn  Te  Deumif, 
esteeming  the  difficulties  and  hazards  of  their  passage  to  be 
now  at  an  end  ;  and  they  constantly  correct  their  longitude 
thereby,  without  ever  coming  within  sight  of  land,  till  they 
draw  near  its  southern  extremity.  «, 

The  most  usual  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  galleon  at  Acai« 
pulco  is  towards  the  middle  of  January  :  But  this  naviga« 
tion  is  so  uncertain,  that  she  sometimes  gets  in  a  month 
sooner,  and  at  other  times  has  been  detained  at  sea  above 
a  month  longer.  The  port  of  Acapuico  is  by  much  the 
securest  and  finest  in  all  the  northern  parts  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;  being,  as  it  were,  a  bason  surrounded  by  very  high 
mountains :  But  the  town  is  a  most  wretched  place,  and 
extremely  unhealthy,  for  the  air  about  it  is  so  pent  up  b^f, 
the  hills,  that  it  has  scarcely  any  circulation.  The  place  la 
besides  destitute  of  fresh  water,  except  what  is  brought 
from  a  considerable  distance ;  and  is  in  all  respects  so  in- 
convenient, that  except  at  the  time  of  the  mart,  whilst  the 
Manilla  galleon  is  in  the  por^  it  is  almost  deserted. 

When  ^he  g^leon  arrives  in  this  port>  she  is  generally 
i.j  moored 
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moored  on  Its  weitern  side,  and  her  cargo  it  delivered  with 
all  posMbie  expedition.  And  now  the  town  of  Acapnlco, 
from  almost  a  Bolitud«>  is  immediately  thronged  with  mer- 
ohattta  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  The 
cargo  being  landed  and  disposed  of>  the  silver  and  the  goods 
intended  for  Manilla  are  taken  on  board,  together  with  pro- 
visions and  water,  and  the  ship  i>repares  to  put  to  sea  with 
the  ntmost  expedition.  Hiert  is  indeed  no  time  to  be  lost; 
for  it  is  an  express  order  to  the  captain  to  be  out  of  the 
port  of  Acapulco  on  his  return,  before  the  first  day  of  April, 

•  The  principal  return  is  made  in  silver,  and  conseaueritly 
the  rest  of  the  cargo  is  but  of  little  account ;  the  other  ar- 
ticles, besides  the  silver,  being  some  cochineal  and  a  few 
sweetmeats^  the  produce  of  the  American  settlements,  to- 
gether with  European  millinery  ware  for  the  women  at 
Manilla,  and  some  Spanish  wines,  such  as  tent  and  sherry, 
which  ars  intended  for  the  use  of  their  priests  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  sacrament. 

This  difference  in  the  cargo  of  the  ship  to  and  from 
Manilla,  occasions  a  very  remarkable  variety  in  the  manner 
of  equipping  the  ship  for  these  two  different  voyag^es.  For 
the  galleon,  when  she  sets  sail  Arom  Manilla,  being  deep 
laden  with  a  variety  of  bulky  goods,  has  not  the  conve- 
niency  of  mounting  her  lower  tire  of  guns,  but  carries  them 
ib  her  hold,  till  she  draws  near  Cape  St  Lucas,  and  is  ap- 
prehensive of  an  enemy.  Her  hands  too  are  as  few  as  is 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  ship,  that  she  may  be  less 
pestered  with  the  stowaee  of  provisions.  But  on  her  re- 
turn from  Acapulco,  as  her  cargo  lies  in  less  room,  her 
lower  tire  is  (or  ought  to  be)  always  mounted  before  she 
leaves  the  port,  and  her  crew  is  augmented  with  a  supply  of 
sailors,  and  with  one  or  two  companies  of  foot,  which  are 
intended  to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Manilla.  And  there 
being  besides  many  merchants  who  take  their  passage  to 
Manilla,  her  whole  number  of  hands  on  her  return  is  usually 
little  short  of  six  hundred,  all  which  are  easily  provided  for, 
by  reason  of  the  small  stowage  necessary  for  the  silver. 

The  galleon  being  thus  fitted  for  her  return,  the  captain, 
on  leaving  the  port  of  Acapulco,  steers  for  the  latitude  of 
13*>or  14",  and  runs  on  that  parallel,  till  he  gets  sight  of 
the  island  of  Guam,  one  of  the  Ladrones.  In  this  run  the 
captain  is  particularly  directed  to  be  careful  of  the  shoals 
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of  St  Bartholomew,  and  of  the  island  of  Gasparico.  He  is 
also  told  in  bis  instructions,  that  to  prevent  his  passing  the 
Ladrones  in  the  darlc,  \hete  are  orders  given  that,  through 
all  the  month  of  June,  fires  shall  be  lighted  ever;^  ni^ht  on 
the  highest  (JtarkofGuam  and  Rota,  and  kept  in  tiU  the 
morning. 

'  at  Quant  there  is  a  ^mall  Spanish  garrison,  purposely  in- 
tended to  secure  that  place  for  the  refreshment  of  the  galv 
leant  and  to  yield  her  all  the  assistance  in  theif  power. 
However,  the  danger  of  the  road  at  Guam  is  so  great,  that 
though  the  galleon  is  ordered  it  call  there,  yet  she  rarely 
stays  abov4  tt  «lay  ot  two,  but  getting  her  water  and  refresh*- 
ments  on  board  as  soon  as  possible^she  steers  away  directly 
for  Cbpi  Espiritu  Santo>  on  the  inland  of  Samal.  Here  the 
captaiti  M  again  ordered  to  look  oat  for  signals ;  and  he  is 
told,  that  centinels  will  be  posted  not  only  on  that  Cape^ 
but  likewise  in  Catandaanas,  Butusan,  Birriborongo>  and 
on  the  island  of  Batant  These  centinels  are  instructed  to 
make  a  fire  when  they  discover  the  ship,  which  the  ci^taia 
is  carefully  to  observe :  For  if,  after  this  first  fire  is  extin* 
filished)  he  perceives  that  four  or  more  are  lighted  up  agaia> 
ne  is  then  to  conclude  that  there  are  enemies  oa  the  coMt; 
and  on  this  he  is  immediately  to  endeavour  to  speak  with 
the  oentinel  on  shore^  and  to  procure  from  him  more  parti* 
tvlar  inielligcaoe  of  their  force,  and  of  the  station  they 
criiise  in ;  mirsuant  to  which,  he  is  to  regulate  his  conduct, 
and  to  mhdeavottr  to  gain  some  secure  port  amongst  those 
islands,  without  coming  in  sight  of  the  enemy  {  and  in  case 
he  shouM  be  disOovered  when  in  port,  and  riionld  be  ap- 
prehensive of  attack,  he  is  then  to  land  his  treasure^  and  to 
take  some  of  his  artillery  on  sh<Mre  for  its  defence,  not  ne- 
glecting to  send  frequent  and  particular  accounts  to  the  city 
of  Manilla  of  all  that  passes.  But  if,  after  the  first  fire  on 
shore,  the  captain  observes  that  two  others  only  are  made 
by  the  centinels,  he  is  then  to  conclude,  that  there  is  nothing 
to  fear :,  And  he  is  to  pursue  his  course  without  interruption, 
and  to  niake  the  best  of  bis  way  to  the  port  of  Gabite,  which 
is  the  port  to  the  city  of  Manilla,  and  the  constant  station 
for  all  the  ships  employed  in  this  commerce  to  Acapulco. 
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Section  XXI. 
Oht  Cniwe  off  the  Port  of  Jcapulcofor  the  Maniila  Ship, 

I  HAVE  already  mentioned,  that  the  return  of  our  barge 
from  the  port  of  Acapuico,  where  she  had  surprised  three 
negro  fishermen,  gave  us  inexpressible  satisfaction,  as  we 
learnt  from  our  prisoners,  that  the  galleon  was  then  prepa- 
ring to  put  to  sea,  and  that  her  depariure  was  fixed,  by  an 
edict  of  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  the  14th  of  March,  U.S^ 
that  iS)  to  the  3d  of  March,  according  to  our  reckoning. 

Having  satisfied  ourselves  upon  this  head,  we  indulged 
our  curiosity  in  enquiring  after  other  news;  when  the  pri<* 
iK)Per8  informed  us,  that  they  had  received  intelligence  at 
Acapulco,  of  our  having  plundered  and  burnt  the  town  of 
Paita ;  and  that,  on  this  occasion,  the  governor  of  Aca« 
puico  had  augmented  the  fortifications  of  the  place,  and 
nad  taken  several  precautions  to  prevent  us  from  forcing  our 
way  into  the  harbour;  that  in  particular,  he  had  placed  a 
guard  on  the  island  which  lies  at  the  harbour's  mouth,  and 
that  this  guard  had  been  withdrawn  but  two  nights  before 
the  arriviuof  our  barge:  So  that  had  the  barge  succeeded 
in  her  first  attempt,  or  had  she  arrived  at  the  port  the  second 
time  two  days  sooner,  she  could  scarcely  have  avoided  be^ 
ing  seized  on,  or  if  she  had  escaped,  it  must  have  been  with 
the  Joss  of  the  greatest  part  of  her  crew,  as  she  would  have 
been  under  the  fire  of  the  guard,  before  she  had  known  her 
danger. 

The  withdrawing  of  this  guard  was  a  circumstance  that 
greatly  encouraged  us,  as  it  seemed  to  demonstrate,  not 
only  that  the  enemy  had  not  as  yet  discovered  us,  but  like- 
wise that  they  had  now  no  farther  apprehensions  of  our  vi-' 
siting  their  coast.    Indeed  the  prisoners  assured  us,  that  , 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  our  being  in  those  seas,  ^nd  that 
they  had  therefore  flattered  themselves,  that,  in  the  long 
interval  since  our  takmg  of  Paita,  we  had  steered  another  ^ 
course.  But  we  did  not  consider  the  opinion  of  these  negro 
prisoners  so  authentic  a  proof  of  our  being  hitherto  con-  , 
cealed,  as  the  withdrawing  ot  the  guard  from  the  harbour's 
moulh,  which  being  the  action  of  the  governor,  was  of  all ' 
arguments  the  most  convincing,  as  he  might  be  supposed 
.  .w.i^,-;  to 
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to  have  intelligence,  with  which  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants 
were  unacquainted. 

Satisfied  therefore  that  we  were  undiscovered,  and  that 
the  time  was  fixed  for  the  departure  of  the  galleon  from 
Acapuico,  we  made  all  necessary  preparations,  and  waited 
with  the  utmost  impatience  for  the  important  day.  As  this 
Was  the  Sd  of  March,  and  it  was  the  19th  of  February  when 
the  barge  returned  and  brought  us  our  intelligence,  the 
commodo*^  resolved  to  continue  the  greatest  part  of  the 
intermediate  time  on  his  present  station,  to  the  westward  of 
Acapuico,  conceiving  that  in  this  situation  there  would  be 
less  danger  of  his  being  seen  from  the  shore,  which  was  the 
only  circumstance  that  could  deprive  us  of  the  immense 
treasure,  on  which  we  had  at  present  so  eagerly  fixed  our 
thoughts.  During  this  interval,  we  were  employed  in 
scrubbing  and  cleansing  our  ships,  in  bringing  them  into 
their  most  advantageous  trim,  and  in  regulating  the  orders, 
signals,  and  stations  to  be  observed,  when  we  should  arrive 
off  Acapulco,  and  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  galleon 
should  draw  nigh. 

On  the  first  of  March,  we  made  the  high  lands,  usually 
called  the  paps  over  Acapulco,  and  got  with  all  possible 
expedition  into  the  situation  prescribed  by  the  commodore's 
orders.  The  distribution  of  our  squadron  on-  this  occasion, 
both  for  the  intercepting  the  galleon,  and  for  the  avoiding 
a  discovery  from  the  snore,  was  so  very  judicious,  that  it 
well  merits  to  be  distinctly  described. 

The  Centurion  brought  the  paps  over  the  harbour  to  bear 
N.  N.  E.,  at  fifteen  leagues  distance,  which  was  a  sufficient 
offing  to  prevent  our  being  seen  by  the  enemy.  To  the 
westward  of  the  Centurion  there  was  stationed  the  Carmelo, 
and  to  the  eastward  were  the  Tryal  prize,  the  Gloucester, 
and  the  Carmin  :  These  were  all  ranged  in  a  circular  line, 
and  each  ship  was  three  leagues  distant  from  the  next ;  so 
that  the  Carmelo  and  the  Carmin,  which  were  the  two  ex- 
tremes, were  twelve  leagues  distant  from  each  other  :  And 
as  the  galleon  could,  without  doubt,  be  dist^erned  at  six 
leagues  distance  from  either  extremity,  the  whole  sweep  of 
our  squadron,  within  which  nothing  could  pass  undiscovered,. 
Was  at  least  twenty-four  leagues  in  extent;  and  yet  we  were 
so  '.'onnected  by  our  signals,  as  to  be  easily  and  speedily  in- 
formed of  what  was  seen  in  any  part  of  the  hne :  And,  to 
render  this  disposition  still  more  complete,  and  to  prevent 
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even  the  pouibility  of  the  galleon's  escaping  us  in  th«  nighty 
the  two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Centurion  and  the  Glou* 
cester  were  both  manned  and  sent  iu  shore ;  and  were  or- 
dered to  lie  all  day  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  leagues 
from  the  entrance  of  the  port,  where  they  could  not  pop^ 
'Glibly  be  discovered  ;  but  they  were  directed  in  the  night  to 
stand  nearer  to  the  harbour's  mouth,  and  as  the  light  of  t)i9 
morning  came  00,  to  return  back  again  to  their  day-postSf 
When  the  cutters  should  first  discover  the  Manilla  sbip«on« 
of  them  was  to  return  to  the  squadron,  and  to  make  a  sig* 
nal,  whether  the  galleon  stood  to  the  eastward  or  to  the 
westward ;  whilst  the  other  was  to  follow  the  galleon  at  a 
distance,  and  if  it  grew  daik,  to  direct  the  squadroii  in  lUw 
chace,  by  shewing  false  fires.  _u 

Besides  the  care  we  had  taken  to  prevent  the  galleon  from 
passing  us  iinobserved,  we  had  not  been  inattentive  to  the 
m^ans  of  engaging  her  to  advantage,  when  we  cam?  up 
with  her :  For,  considering  the  thinness  of  our  hands,  /»nd 
tbe  vaunting  accounts  given  by  the  Spaniard^  of  her  si«e, 
her  guns,  and  her  strength,  this  was  a  consideration  not  jto 
be  neglecte<|*  Aif  we  supposed  that  none  of  our  ships  but 
the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucester  were  capable  of  lying 
alongside  of  her,  we  took  on  board  tbe  Centurion  f^<  the 
hands  belonging  to  the  Carmelo  and  th^  Carwin,  ^Jicept 
what  were  just  sufiicient  to  navigate  those  ships  i  aqd  ^Vf^* 
tain  Saunders  was  ordered  to  send  from  the  Tryal  prise  ie« 
Englishmen,  and  as  many  negroes,  to  reinforce  the  crew  of 
the  Gloucester.  For  the  encouragement  of  our  negroes, 
we  promised  them,  that  00  their  good  behaviour  Ihey  »houl4 
all  have  their  freedom ;  and  as  they  had  been  almost  every 
day  trained  to  the  management  of  the  great  guns  for  th@ 
two  preceding  months,  they  were  very  well  qualified  to  be 
of  service  to  us ;  and  from  their  hopes  of  liberty,  and  in  re- 
turn for  the  usage  they  had  met  with  amongst  usj  they 
seemed  disposed  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power. 

}3eing  thus  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  galleon^  we 
expected,  with  the  utmost  impatience,  the  so-^ften-men- 
tioned  third  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  her  departure. 
And  on  that  day  we  were  ail  of  us  most  eageriy  engaged  in 
looking  out  towards  Acapulco ;  and  we  were  9Q  strangely  pre-» 
possessed  with  the  certainty  of  our  intelligence^  and  with  an 
assurance  of  her  coming  out;  of  port,  that  som«  or  otl^er  of  ua 
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were  cohitantly  imagining  they  diwovered  one  of  our  cutters 
retnrning  with  a  signal.  But,  to  oar  extreme  vexation,  both 
this  day  and  the  succeeding  night  passed  without  any  news 
of  the  galleon  :  However,  we  did  not  yet  despair,  but  were 
all  heartily  disposed  to  flatter  oniiehes,  dak  some  mfioK* 
seen  accident  bad  intervened,  which  might  have  put  off  her 
departure  for  a  few  days;  and  suggestions  of  this  kind  oc» 
curred  in  plenty,  as  we  knew  that  the  time  fixed  by  the 
viceroy  for  her  sailing  was  often  prolonged  on  the  petition 
of  the  merchants  of  Mexico.  Thus  we  kept  up  our  hopes» 
and  did  not  abate  of  our  vigilance ;  and  as  the  7th  of  March 
was  Sunday  the  beginning  of  Passion-week,  which  is  oIm 
served  by  the  Papists  with  great  strictness,  and  a  total  ces* 
sation  from  all  kinds  of  labour,  so  that  no  ship  is  permitted 
to  stir  oqt  of  port  during  the  whole  week,  this  quieted  our 
apprehensions  for  some  days,  and  disposed  us  not  to  expect 
the  galleon  till  the  week  following.  On  the  Friday  in  this 
week  our  cutters  returned  to  us,  the  officers  being  very  con* 
iident  that  the  galleon  was  still  in  port,  and  that  she  could 
not  possibly  have  come  out  but  they  roust  have  seen  her. 
On  the  Monday  morning  succeeding  Passion-week,  that  is, 
on  the  15lh  of  March,  the  cutters  were  again  dispatched  to 
their  old  station,  and  our  hopes  were  once  more  indulged  in 
as  sanguine  prepossessions  as  before ;  but  in  a  week's  time 
onr  eagerness  was  greatly  abated,  and  a  general  dejection 
and  despondency  took  place.  It  is  true,  there  were  some 
few  amcHigst  us  who  still  kept  up  their  spirits,  and  were  very 
ingenious  in  finding  out  reasons  to  satisfy  themselves,  that 
the  disappointment  bad  been  occasioned  by  a  casual  delay 
of  the  galleon,  which  a  few  days  would  remove,  anri  not  by 
a  total  suspension  of  her  departure  for  the  whole  season : 
But  these  speculations  were  not  relished  by  the  generality 
of  onr  people ;  for  they  were  persuaded  that  the  enemy  had^ 
by  some  accident,  discovered  our  being  upon  the  coast,  and 
had  therefore  laid  an  embargo  on  the  galleon  till  the  next 
year.  And  indeed  this  persuasion  was  but  too  well  founded; 
for  we  afterwards  leamt,  that  our  barge,  when  sent  on  the 
discovery  of  the  port  of  Acapuico,  had  been  seen  from  the 
shore;  and  that  this  circumstance  (no  embarkations  but 
canoes  ever  frequenting  that  coast)  was  to  them  a  sufficient 
proof  of  the  neighbourhood  of  our  squadron ;  on  which 
they  stopped  the  galleon  till  the  succeeding  year. 
The  commodore  himself,  though  he  declared  not  his  opi- 
nion. 
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vras  yet  in  hit  own  thoughts  very  apprebonsiTe  that 
we  were  discovered,  and  that  the  departure  of  the  galleon 
was  put  off;  and  he  had,  in  consequence  of  this  opinion, 
formed  a  plan  for  possessing  himself  of  Acapulco ;  for  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  treasure  remained  in  the  town,  though 
the  orders  for  dispatching  the  galleon  were  countermanded.* 

His  scheme  was  formed  on  a  supposition  that  the  galleon 
was  detained  till  tlie  next  year ;  but  as  this  was  a  matter  of 
opinion  only,  and  not  founded  on  intelligence,  and  there 
was  a  possibility  that  she  might  still  put  to  sea  in  a  short 
timer  tne  commodore  thought  it  prudent  to  continue  his 
cruise  upon  this  station,  as  long  as  the  necessary  attention 
to  his  stores  of  wood  and  water,  and  to  the  convenient  sea- 
son for  his  future  passage  to  China,  would  give  him  leave  ; 
and  therefore,  as  the  cutters  had  been  ordered  to  remain 
before  Acapulco  till  the  23d  of  March,  the  squadron  did 
not  change  its  position  till  that  day ;  when  the  cutlers  not 
appearing,  we  were  in  some  pain  for  them,  apprehending 
they  might  have  suffered  either  from  the  enemy  or  the  wea- 
ther ;  but  we  were  relieved  from  our  concern  the  next  mora* 
ing,  when  <we  discovered  them,  though  at  a  great  distance 
and  to  the  leeward  of  the  squadron  :  We  bore  down  to  them 
and  took  them  up,  and  were  informed  by  them,  that,  con- 
formable to  their  orders,  they  had  left  their  station  the  day 
before,  without  having  seen  any  thing  of  the  galleon ;  and 
we  found,  that  the  reason  of  their  being  so  far  to  the  lee- 
ward of  u»  was  a  strong  current,  which  had  driven  the  whole 
squadron  to  windward. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  this  prolongation  of  our  cruise 
was  a  very  prudent  measure,  and  afforded  us  no  contempti- 
ble chance  of  seizing  the  treasure,  on  which  we  had  so  long 
fixed  our  thoughts.  For  it  seems,  after  the  embargo  was 
laid  on  the  gatleon,  the  persons  principally  interested  in  the 
cargo  sent  several  expresses  to  Mexico,  to  beg  that  she 
might  still  be  permitted  to  depart :  For  as  they  knew,  by  the 
accounts  sent  from  Paita,  that  we  had  not  more  than  three 
hundred  m3n  in  all,  they  insisted  that  there  was  nothing  to 
be  feared  from  us ;  for  that  the  galleon  (carrying  above 
twice  as  many  hands  as  our  whole  squadron)  would  be 
greatly  an  overmatch  for  us.  Though  the  viceroy  was  in- 
flexible; 
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"*'S  *  It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  this  plan,  as,  for  sufficient  reasons  soon 
discovered,  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  executed.— £.  » 
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ng  to 
ibove 
Id  be 
las  in- 
cible ; 

toon 


flexible  {  vet,  on  thii  repreientation,  ibe  was  kept  ready  for 
the  sea  ror  near  tW*^  ^  weeks  after  the  first  orqer  came  to 
detain  her. 

When  we  had  taken  up  the  catters,  all  the  ships  being 
joined,  the  commodore  made  a  signal  to  speak  with  their 
commanders ;  and  upon  enquiry  into  the  stock  of  fres^  wa^ 
4er  remaining  ofii  board  the  squadron,  it  was  found  to  be  so 
^eiy  slender,  that  we  were  under  a  necessity  of  quittilig  our 
station  to  procure  a  fresh  supply.  It  was  agreed,  that  the 
harbour  of  Segnataneo  or  C^equetan  being  the  nearest  to 
us,  was,  on  that  account,  the  most  eligible ;  it  was  therefore 
immediately  resolved  to  make  the  best  of  oar  way  thither : 
And  that,  even  while  we  were  recruiting  our  water,  we  might 
not  abandon  our  views  upon  the  galleon,  which  perhaps,  up- 
on certain  intelligence  oi  our  ship  being  employed  atCnequer 
■tan,  might  venture  to  slip  out  to  sea ;  our  cutter,  under  the 
command  of  Mr  Hughes,  the  lieutenant  of  tbeTryal  prize, 
was  ordered  to  cruise  off  the  port  of  Ac^pulco  for  twenty- 
four  days,  that  if  the  galleon  should  set  sail  in  that  interval, 
we  might  be  speedily  mformed  of  it.  In  pursuance  of  these 
resolutions  we  endeavoured  to  ply  to  the  westward,  to  gain 
our  intended  port,  but  were  otten  interrupted  in  our  pro- 
gress by  calms  and  adverse  currents :  In  these  intervals  we 
employed  ourselves  in  taking  out  the  most  valuable  part  of 
the  cargoes  of  the  Carmelo  and  Carmin  prizes,  which  two 
ships  we  intended  to  destroy  as  soon  as  we  had  tolerably 
cleared  them.  By  the  first  of  April  we  were  so  far  advan- 
ced towards  Segualaneo,  tliat  we  thought  it  expedient  to 
send  out  two  boats,  that  they  might  range  along  the  coast, 
and  discover  the  watering-place ;  they  were  gone  some  days, 
and  our  water  being  now  very  short,  it  was  a  particular  fe- 
licity to  us  that  we  met  with  daily  supplies  of  turtle,  for  had 
we  been  entirely  confined  to  salt  provisions,  we  must  have 
suffered  extremely  iu  so  warm  a  climate.  Indeed  our  pre- 
sent circumstances  were  sufiiciently  alarming,  and  gave  the 
most  considerate  amongst  us  as  much  concern  as  any  of  the 
numerous  perils  we  had  hitherto  encountered ;  for  our  boats, 
as  we  conceived  by  their  not  returning,  had  not  as  yet  dis- 
covered a  place  proper  to  water  at,  and  by  the  leakage  of 
our  cask  and  other  accidents,  we  had  not  ten  days  water  on 
board  the  whole  squadron ;  so  that  from  the  known  difficul- 
ty of  procuring  water  on  this  coast,  and  the  little  reliance 
we  had  on  the  Buccaneer  writers,  (the  only  guides  we  had 
>      VOL.  XI.  2  b  ttt 
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to  trust  to)  we  were  apprehcniiv«  of  being  Moa  expasMto 
ft  cftlamity,  the  most  terrible  of  any  in  the  kmg  «i«iiheBrli|^ 
ing  catalogue  of  the  distresses  of  a  sea-faring;  ufe. 
r '  Btit  these  gloomy  snggtstions  were  soon  happily  «nd^ ; 
Ibr  owr  boats  returned  on  the  Ath  of  April,  hnTins  discoven- 
ed  a  place  proper  for  our  purpose,  aboat  seren  imies  to  the 
westward  of  the  rocks  of  S^<Mtaneoi  which,  by  the  descrip- 
tion they  Mve  of  it,  appeared  to  be  the  port  called  by  Oan> 
pier  the  harbonr  of  Chequetan.  They  were  ordered  oat 
again  the  next  day,  to  sound  the  harboar  and  its  entrance, 
which  they  had  represented  as  rery  narrow.  At  their  re» 
tarn  they  reported  the  place  to  be  free  from  any  danger ; 
•o  that  on  the  7  th  we  stood  in,  and  that  eTeningcame  Io«d 
anchor  in  eleven  fathom.  The  Gloucester  came  to  an  an- 
ch«r  at  the  same  time  with  us ;  but  the  Camelo  and  the 
Oarmin  having  fulien  to  leeward,  the  Trval  prize  wai  ordw- 
ed  to  join  them,  and  to  bring  them  in,  wbicn  in  two  or  tlurce 
days  She  eflFected. 
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A  shoTt  Account  of  Chequetan,  und  of  the  adjacent  CoaU  end 

Country,  .> 

The  harbour  of  Chequetan  lies  in  the  latitude  of  17"  36' 
N.  and  is  about  thir^  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Acapmlcv. 
It  is  easy  to  be  drscoveted  by  any  ship  that  will  keep  well 
■in  with  the  land,  especially  by  such  as  range  down  coast 
■ftom  Acapuico,  and  will  attend  to  the  ibllowing  particulars. 

There  is  a  beach  of  sand  which  extends  eighteen  leagues 
from  the  harbout  of  Acapuico  to  the  westward,  against 
which  the  sea  breaks  with  such  violence  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  land  in  amy  part  of  it ;  but  yet  the  ground  is  so  clean; 
that  ships,  in  the  fair  season,  may  anchor  in  great  safely  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  the  shore.  The  land  ad- 
jacent >to  this  beach  is  generally  low,  full  of  villaiges,  and 
planted  with  a  great  number  of  trees ;  aiid  on  t^  tops  of 
some  small  eminencies  there  are  several  look-out  towers,  so 
that  the  face  of  the  country  affords  a  very  agreeable  pr<»- 
pect:  For  the  cultivated  part,  which  is  the  part  here  descri- 
bed, extends  some  leagues  hack  ffom  the  shore,  and  ^en 
appears  to  be  bounded  by  the  chain  of  mountains,  which 
-  ~  stretch 
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■tretch  lo  a  considerable  distance  on  eitlier  aide  of  Acapul- 
co.  It  is  a  most  remarkable  particularity,  that  in  this  whole 
extent,  being,  as  bath  been  mentioned,  eighteen  leagues, 
and  containing,  in  appearance,  the  moft  populous  and'beu 
planted  district  of  the  whole  coatt,  there  shpuld  be  neither 
qanoes,  boats,  nqr  any  other  embarkations  iitiier  for  fishing,  * 
coasUng,  or  for  pleasure. 

The  beach  here  described  is  the  surest  guide  for  finding 
the  harbour  of  Cheqqet^n ;  for  five  miles  to  the  westwara 
of  the  extremity  of  this  beach  there  appears  a  hammock, 
which  at  first  makes  like  an  island,  and  is  in  shape  not  very 
unlike  the  hill  of  Petaplan,  hereafter  mentioned,  though  , 
much  smaller.  Three  miles  to  the  westward  of  this  ham« 
mock  is  a  white  rock  lying  near  the  shore,  which  cannot 
easily  be  passed  by  unobserved ;  it  is  about  two  cables  length 
from  the  laqid,  and  lies  in  a  lar^e  bay  about  nine  leagues 
oyi^r.  The  westward  point  of  this  bay  is  the  hill  of  Petap-  ; 
laq.  This  hill,  like  the  forementioncd  hummock,  may  be  ^t 
first  mistaken  for  an  island,  though  it  be,  in  reality,  a  pe- 
ninsula, which  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  low  and  nar- 
row isthmus,  covered  over  with  shrubs  and  small  trees.  The 
bay  of  Seguataneo  extends  from  this  hill  a  great  way  to  the 
westward  ;  and  at  a  small  distance  from  the  hill,  and  oppo- 
lite  to  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  there  is  an  assemblage  of 
rocka,  which  are  white,  from  the  excrements  of  bdobies  and 
tropical  birds.  Four  of  these  rocks  are  high  and  large,  and, 
togeti|ier  with  several  other  smaller  ones,  are,  by  the  help  of  a 
little  imagination,  pretended  to  resemble  the  form  of  a  cross, 
and  are  called  the  White  Friars.  These  rocks  bear  W.  by 
N.  from  Petaplan,  and  about  seven  miles  to  the  westward 
of  them  lies  the  harbour  of  Chequetau,  which  is  still  more 
minutely  distinguished  by  a  large  and  single  rock,  that  rises^ 
out  of  the  water  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  its  entrance, 
imd  beai'9  S.  i  W.  from  the  middle  of  it.* 

These  are  the  infallible  marks  by  which  the  harbour  of 
Chequelan  may  be  known  to  those  who  keep  well  in  with 
the  land ;  and  I  must  add,  that  the  coast  is  no  ways  to  be 
dreaded  from  the  middle  of  October  to  the  beginning  of . 
May,  nor  is  there  then  any  danger  from  the  winds,  though  in 
the  remaining  part  of  the  year  there  are  frequent  and  vio- 
lent 


*  la  the  original  are  refttrences  to  some  plates,  which  oannpt  b»  given 
IE  this  work. — E. 
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lent  tornadoet,  heavy  raini,  and  hard  gnlet,  in  all  direction* 
of  the  compass.  Bat  as  to  those  who  keep  at  any  consider- 
able distance  from  the  coast,  there  is  no  other  method  to  be 
taken  by  them  for  finding  this  harbour  than  that  of  malting 
it  by  its  latitude ;  for  there  are  so  many  rongjes  of  mountains 
rising^  one  upon  the  back  of  another  withm  land,  that  no 
drawmgs  of  the  appearance  of  the  coast  can  be  at  all  de- 
pended on  when  on  at  sea,  for  every  little  change  of  dis- 
tance, or  variation  of  position,  brings  new  mountains  in 
view,  and  produces  an  infinity  of  different  prospects,  which 
virould  render  all  attempts  of  delineating  tne  aspect  of  the 
coast  impossible. 

The  harbour  is  environed  on  all  sides,  except  to  the  westp 
ward,  with  high  mountains  overspread  with  trees.  The  pas- 
sage into  it  is  very  safe  on  either  side  of  the  rock  that  lies 
on  the  mouth  of  it,  though  we,  both  in  comine  in  and  going 
out,  Icf^  it  to  the  eastward.  The  ground  witnout  the  har- 
bour is  gravel  mixed  with  stones,  but  within  it  is  soft  mud : 
And  it  must  be  remembered,  that  in  coming  to  an  anchor  a 
good  allowapce  should  be  made  for  a  large  swell,  which  fre- 
quently causes  a  ^reat  send  of  the  sea ;  as  likewise  for  the 
ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  which  we  observed  to  be 
about  five  feet,  and  that  it  set  nearly  E.  and  W. 

The  watering-place  had  the  appearance  of  a  large  stand- 
ing luke,  withovft  any  visible  outlet  into  the  sea,  from  which 
it  ^s  separated  by  a  part  of  the  strand.  The  origin  of  thi» 
lake  is  a  spring,  that  bubbles  out  of  the  ground  near  half  a 
mile  within  the  country.  We  found  the  water  a  little  brack- 
ish, but  more  considerably  so  towards  the  sea-side,  for  the 
nearer  we  advanced  towards  the  spring-head,  the  softer  and 
fresher  it  proved  :  This  laid  us  under  a  necessity  of  filling  all 
our  casks  from  the  furthest  part  of  the  lake,  and  occasioned 
us  some  trouble,  and  would  have  proved  still  more  difficult 
had  it  not  been  for  our  particular  management,  which,  for 
the  conveniency  of  it,  deserves  to  be  recommended  to  all 
who  shall  hereafter  water  at  this  place.  Our  method  con- 
sisted in  making  use  of  canoes  which  drew  but  little  water ; 
for,  loading  them  with  a  number  of  small  casks,  they  easily 
got  up  the  lake  to  the  spring-head,  and  the  small  casks  be- 
ing there  filled,  were  in  the  same  manner  transported  back 
again  to  the  beach,  where  some  of  our  hands  always  attend- 
ed to  start  them  into  other  casks  of  a  larger  size. 

Though  this  lake,  during  our  continuance  there,  appear- 
ed 
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ed  to  have  no  outlet  into  the  sea,  vet  there  it  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  in  the  wet  season  it  overflows  the  strand,  and  com 
muoicates  with  the  ocean ;  for  Dam  pier,  who  was  formerly 
here,  speaks  of  it  as  a  large  river.  Indeed,  there  must  be  a 
very  great  body  of  water  amassed  before  Uie  lake  can  rise 
high  enough  to  overflow  the  strand,  for  the  neighbouring 
country  is  so  low,  that  great  part  of  it  must  be  covered  with 
water  before  it  can  run  out  over  the  beach. 

As  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood,  particularly  the 
tract  which  we  have  already  oescribed,  appeared  to  be  well 
peopled  and  cultivated,  we  hoped  thence  to  have  procured 
fresn  provision  and  other  refreshments  which  w'e  stood  in 
need  of.  With  this  view,  the  morning  after  we  came  to  an 
anchor,  the  commodore  ordered  a  party  of  forty  men,  well 
armed,  to  march  into  the  country,  and  to  endeavour  to  dis- 
cover some  town  or  village,  where  they  were  to  attempt  a 
correspondence  with  the  inhabitants;  for  we  doubted  not.  if 
we  could  have  any  intercourse  with  them,  but  that  by  pre- 
lents  of  some  of  the  coarse  merchandise,  with  which  our 
prizes  abounded  (which,  though  of  little  couHequence  to  us, 
would  to  them  be  extremely  valuable,)  we  should  allure  them 
to  furnish  us  with  whatever  fruits  or  fresh  provisions  were 
in  their  power.  Our  people  were  directed  on  this  occasion 
to  proceed  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  and  to  make 
us  little  ostentation  of  hostility  as  possible ;  for  we  were  sen- 
sible that  we  could  meet  with  no  wealth  here  worth  our  no- 
tice, and  thnl  wiiat  necessaries  we  really  wanted  we  should 
in  all  pi  >u<*bility  be  better  supplied  with  by  an  open  amica- 
ble ti^iiHic,  than  by  violence  and  force  ot  arms.  But  this 
endeavcxsr  of  opening  an  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants 
proved  meifectual,  for  towards  evening,  the  party  which  had 
iK^ti  ordered  to  march  into  the  country,  returned  greatly 
fatigued  with  their  unusual  exercise,  and  some  of  theui  so 
far  spent  as  to  have  fainted  by  tbe  way,  and  to  he  obliged 
to  be  brought  back  upon  the  shoulders  of  their  companions. 
They  had  marched  in  all,  as  they  conceived,  about  ten 
miles,  in  a  beaten  road,  where  they  >  <ien  saw  the  fresh  dung 
of  horses  or  mules.  When  they  had  got  about  five*  miles 
from  the  harbour,  the  road  divided  between  the  mountains 
into  two  branches,  one  running  to  tbe  east  and  the  other  to 
the  west.  After  some  deliberation  about  the  course  they 
should  take,  they  agreed  to  pursue  the  eastern  road,  which, 
.when  they  had  followed  for  som.e  time,  led  them  nt  once 
v^\  >,'.f,        "' intQ 
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into  a  larffe  plain  or  savannah  ;  on  one  side  uf  which  th^y 
diiooverecl  a  centinel  on  hortebaolc  with  n  pistol  in  bin  hand ; 
It  was  supposed  that  when  tliey  first  snw  hiin  he  was  asleep, 
but  his  horse  startled  at  tlie  glittering  of  their  aras,  and« 
turning  round  suddenly,  rode  off  With  liis  iniuter,  who  Was 
very  near  being  unliornfd  iu  the  surprise,  but  he  recovered 
his  seat,  and  escaped  with  tlie  loss  or  tiis  liut  and  bis  pistol, 
which  he  dropped  on  the  ground.  Our  people  ran  after 
hiiii,  in  hopes  of  discovering  some  village  or  huoitation,  but 
as  lie  had  the  advantage  ot  being  on  horseback,  they  sooti 
lost  night  of  liim.  However,  they  were  unwilling  to  come 
back  without  making  soino  ^discovery,  and  therefore  still 
followed  the  track  ihcy  were  in ;  but  the  it jat  of  tlie  day  in-' 
creasing,  and  fuuling  no  water  to  quench  their  thirst,  they 
were  first  obliged  to  halt,  and  then  resolved  to  return ;  for, 
Hs  they  saw  no  signs  of  plantations  or  cultivaivd  land,  they 
had  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  any  village  or  let* 
tlemcnt  near  them  :  But,  to  leave  no  means  untried  of  pro- 
curing some  intercourse  with  the  people,  the  officers  stiick 
up  several  poles  in  the  road,  to  which  were  oftixed  declara-, 
tions,  written  in  Spanish,  encouraging  the  inhabitants  to 
come  down  to  the  harbour  and  to  traffic  with  us,  giving  the 
strongest  assurances  of  a  kind  reception,  and  faitnful  pay- 
ment for  any  provisions  they  should  bring  us.  lliis  was 
doubtless  a  very  prudent  measure,  but  it  produced  no  ef- 
fect ;  for  we  never  saw  any  of  them  during  the  whole  time 
of  our  continuance  at  this  port  of  Cliequetun.  But  had  6ur 
men,  upon  the  division  of  the  pat\i,  taken  the  western  road 
instead  of  the  eastern,  it  would  soon  have  led  them  to  a  vil- 
Inge  or  town,  whicli,  in  some  Spanish  manuscripts,  is  men- 
tioned as  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port,  and  which 
we  afterwards  learnt  was  not  above  two  miles  from  that 
turning. 

And  on  this  occasion  I  cannot  help  mentioning  another 
adventure  which  happened  to  some  ot  our  people  m  the  bay 
of  Pctaplan,  an  it  may  help  to  give  the  reader  a  just  idea  of 
the  t«>mper  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  world 
Some  time  after  our  arrival  at  Chequetan,  Lieutenant  Brett 
was  sent  by  the  commodore,  with  two  of  our  boats  under 
his  command,  to  examine  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  parti- 
cularly to  make  observations  on  the  bay  and  watering-place 
of  Fetuplan.  As  Mr  Brett  with  one  of  the  boats  was  prepa^ 
ring  to  go  on  shore  towards  the  hill  pf  Petaplau,  he,  acci*i 

dentally 
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denteUy  looking  aoroM  the  bay,  pcrcoivfld,  on  tht  oppoiito 
•Innd,  three  imnll  iquMlrone  or  bona  parading  upon  tht 
beach,  and  iteming  to  advance  towards  Iba  place  where  ha 
pMpoMd  10  land.  On  light  di  thii  he  immediately  put  off 
tht  boat,  though  he  had  but  aixleen  men  with  lUoi,  and 
•lood  over  the  hay  towards  tliem  {  niid  he  aonn  cauio  near 
•mittgh  to  perceive  that  they  were  mounted  on  very  lightly 
honei,  and  were  armed  with  carbine*  and  lonceii  On  lee^ 
ing  him  make  towardi  them  ihey  (brtuod  upun  tite  beacli« 
and  leemed  reiolved  to  diipute  liiM  iiitidiiig,  iu'ing  levcrul 
distant  ihot  ot  him  ai  he  drew  near ;  till  at  last,  fehc  boat  be* 
ing  arrived  within  n  reaionable  diitanuv  of  (he  moit  udvan* 
oed  squadron,Mr  Brett  ordered  hit  |M!uplc  to  iire,  upon  whicli 
thii  resolute  cavalrv  instantly  ran  in  great  coniusion  into  the 
wood,  f  n  this  precipitate  flight  one  oi'  their  horses  fell  down 
and  threw  his  rider ;  but  whether  he  was  wounded  or  nut  we 
could  not  learn,  for  both  man  and  horse  soon  got  up  again, 
and  followed  the  rest.  In  the  mean  tirnr  the  other  two 
squadrons,  who  were  drawn  up  at  n  greut  diHtance  behind, 
out  of  the  reach  of  our  shot,  wtprc  culm  spectalorti  of  the  rout 
of  their  comrades ;  for  they  had  halted  on  our  first  approach, 
ond  never  advanced  ofterwards.  It  was,  doubtless,  fortunate 
for  our  people  that  the  enemy  acted  with  so  little  prudence, 
and  exerted  so  little  spirit,  for  had  they  concealed  them- 
selves till  our  men  had  landed,  it  is  icurcely  possible  but  the 
whole  boat's  crew  must  have  fallen  into  their  handH,iince  the 
Spaniards  were  not  much  short  of  two  hundred  in  number. 
However,  the  discovery  of  so  considerable  a  force  collected 
in-  this  bay  of  Petaplan,  obliged  us  constantly  to  keep  a 
boat  or  two  before  it;  for  we  were  n|M)rehensive  that  the 
cutter,  which  we  had  left  to  cruise  off  Acapulco,  might,  on 
her  return,  be  surprised  by  the  enemy,  if  she  did  not  receive 
timely  information  of  her  danger. 

After  our  unsucoer^sful  attempt  to  engage  the  people  of 
the  country  to  furnish  us  with  the  necessaries  we  wanted, 
we  were  obliged  to  be  contented  with  what  we  could  pro- 
cure in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  port.  We  caught  fish  here 
in  tolerable  quantities,  especially  when  the  smoothness  of 
the  water  permitted  us  to  hale  the  seyne.  Amongst  the  rest, 
we  got  here  cavallies,  breams,  mullets,  soles,  fiddle-fish,  sea 
eggs,  and  lobsters ;  and  here,  and  in  no  other  place,  met 
wittv  (hat  extraordinary  fish  called  the  Torpedo,  or  numb- 
ing fish,^  which  is  in  shape  very  like  the  fiddle-fish,  and  is 
f  •  vfRj»,». .     '- , :' ,,..-;  ■  „.'„'  not 
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not  to  be  known  from  it  but  by  a  brown  circvlar  •jpot  of 
about  tbe  bigneat  of  a  crown-piece  near  the  centre  of  Ita 
back ;  perhaps  its  figure  will  be  better  understood  when  I 
sav  it  is  a  flat  fish,  much  resembling  the  thorn-back.  This 
fish  is  of  a  most  singular  nature,  productive  of  the  strangest 
effects  on  the  human  body ;  for  whoever  handles  it,  or  happ 
pens  even  to  set  his  foot  upon  it,  is  present! v  seized  with  a 
numbness  all  over  him»  but  more  distinguishable  inthatUmb 
which  was  in  immediate  contact  with  it.  The  same  efloct, 
too,  will  be,  in  some  degree,  produced  by  tonchine  the  fisb 
with  any  thing  held  in  the  hand;  for  I  myself  had  a  consi- 
derable'degree  of  numbness  conveyed  to  my  risht  arm 
through  a  walking  cane,  which  I  rested  on  the  boify  of  the 
fish  for  some  time,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  I  should  have 
been  much  mo/e  sensibly  affected  had  not  the  fish  been  near 
expiring  when  I  made  the  experiment :  For  it  is  observable 
that  this  influence  acts  with  most  vigour  when  the  fish  is 
first  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  entirely  ceases  when  it  is 
dead,  so  that  it  may  be  then  handled,  or  even  eaten,  wiUi- 
out  any  inconvenience.  I  shall  only  add  that  the  numbness 
of  my  arm  ^n  this  occasion  did  not  go  off  on  a  sudden,  as 
the  accounts  of  some  naturalists  gave  me  reason  to  expect, 
but  diminished  gradually,  so  that  I  had  some  sensation  of  it 
remaining  till  the  next  day. 

To  the  account  given  of  the  fish  we  met  with  here,  I  must 
add,  that  though  turtle  now  grew  scarce,  and  w^e  met  with 
none  in  this  harbour  of  Chequetan,  yet  our  boats,  which,  as 
I  have  mentioned,  were  stationed  off  Petaplan,  often  suppli- 
ed us  therewith;  and  though  this  was  a  tbod  that  we  had 
now  been  so  long  as  it  were  confined  to,  (for  it  was  the  only 
ftesh  provisions  which  we  had  tasted  for  near  six  months,) 
yet  \9e  were  far  from  beine  cloyed  with  it,  or  finding  thitt 
the  rcUsh  we  had  of  it  at  all  diminished. 

The  animals  we  met  with  on  shore  were  principally  gu- 
anos, with  which  the  country  abounds,  and  which  are  by 
■some  reckoned  delicious  food.  We  saw  no  beasts  of  prey 
here,  except  alligators,  several  of  which  our  people  disco-o 
vered,  but  none  of  them  verv  large.  However,  we  were  sa- 
tisfied there  were  tygers  in  the  woods,  though  none  of  them 
came  in  sight;  for  we  every  morning  found  the  beach  near 
the  watering-place  imprinted  with  their  footsteps :  But  we 
never  apprehended  any  mischief  from  them,  for  they  are  by 
no  me^ns  so  fierce  as  the  Asiatic  or  African  tyger,  and  are 
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rarely,  if  ever,  known  to  attack  mankind.  Birds  were  in 
sufficient  plenty,  especially  pheasants  of  different  kinds,  some 
of  them  of  an  uncommon  size,  but  they  were  very  dry  and 
tasteless  food.  Besides  these  we  had  a  variety  of  smaller 
birdg,  particularly  parrots,  which  we  often  killed  for  foo<l. 

The  fruits  and  vegetable  refreshments  at  this  place  were 
neither  plentiful,  nor  of  the  best  kinds :  There  were,  it  is 

-^  true,  a  rew  bushes  scattered  about  the  woods,  which  suppli- 

ed us  with  limes,  but  we  scarcely  could  procure  enough  for 
our  present  use ;  and  these,  with  a  small  plumb  of  an  agree- 
able acid,  called  in  Jamaica  the  hog-plumb,  together  with 
another  fruit  called  a  papah,  were  the  only  fruits  to  be  found 
J  in  the  woods.  Nor  is  there  any  other  useful  vegetable  here 
'i  worth  mentioning,  except  brook-lime :  This  indeed  grew  ia 
great  quantities  near  Uie  fresh-water  banks ;  and,  as  it  was 
esteemed  an  antiscorbutic,  we  fed  upon  it  frequently,  though 
its  extreme  bitterness  made  it  very  unpalatable. 

>  By  all  that  has  been  said,  it  will  appear  that  the  conve- 

niences of  this  port  of  Chequetan,  particularly  in  the  arti- 
cles of  refreshment,  are  not  altogether  such  as  might  be  de- 
sired :  But,  upon  the  whole,-  it  is  a  place  of  considerable 
consequence,  as  the  only  secure  harbour  in  a  vast  extent  of 
coast,  except  Acapulco. 
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Section  XXIII. 

Account  of  Proceedims  at  Chequetan  and  on  the  a^acatf' 
Coast,  tiSour  setting  sail  for  Asia. 

The  next  morning,  after  our  coming  to  an  anchor  in 

'  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  we  sent  about  ninety  of  our  men 

well  armed  on  shore,  forty  of  whom  were  ordered  to  march 

into  the  country,  as  has  been  mentioned,  and  the  remain* 

%.       jng  fifty  were  employed  to  cover  the  watering-place,  and  to 

prevent  any  interruption  from  the  natives. 

Here  it  was  agreed,  after  mature  consultation,  to  destroy 
,the  Tryal's  prize,  as  well  as  the  Carmelu  and  Carmin,  whose 
fate  had  been  before  resolved  on.  Indeed  the  ship  was  in 
good  repair  and  fit  for  the  sea ;  but  as  the  whole  numbers 
on  board  our  squadron  did  not  amount  to  the  complement 
of  a  fourth-rate  man  of  war,  we  found  it  was  impossible  to 
divide  them  into  three  .sbijps^  without  rendering;  l^hem  inca- 
■ut^A  ^  '  "•-     pable 
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pable  of  navigating  in  safety  in  the  tempestuouB  vweather 
we  had  reason  to  expect  on  the  coast  of  China^  where  we 
supposed  wc  should  arrive  about  the  time  of  the  change  of 
the  mcnsooQs. 

During  our  Htay  here  there  happened  an  incident,  wbtch^  > 
as  it  proved  the  means  of  convincing  our  friends  in  England 
of  our  safety,  which  for  sofi^e  time  they  were  in  doubt  about, 
I  shall  beg  leave  particularly  to  recite;  I  have  obsenred, 
that  from  this  harbour  of  Chequetan  there  was  Out  one  path'^ 
way  which  led  through  the  woods  into  the  country.  This 
we  found  much  !)eaten,  and  were  thence  convinced  that  It 
was  well  known  to  the  inhabitants.  As  it  passed  by  the 
spring-head,  and  was  the  only  avenue  by  which  the  Spani- 
ards  could  approach  us,  we,  at  some  distance  beyono  the 
spring-head,  felled  several  large  trees,  and  laid  them  onft 
upon  the  other  across  the  path  ;  and  at  this  barricado  Me  > 
constantly  kept  a  ^uard :  And  we  besides  ordered  our  m  n 
employed  in  watering  to  have  their  arms  ready,  and,  in  case 
of  an^  alarm,  to  march  instantly  to  this  post.  Though  ou^ 
principal  intention  was  to  prevent  our  being  disturbed  by 
any  sudden  attack  of  the  enemy's  horse,  yet  it  answered  an- 
other purpose,  which  was  not  in  itself  less  important;  this 
was  to  hinder  our  own  people  from  straggling  singly  into 
the  country,  where  we  had  reason  to  believe  they  would  be  v 
surprised  by  the  Spaniards,  who  would  doubtless  be  ex- 
tremely solicitous  to  pick  up  some  of  them,  in  hopes  of  get- 
ting intelligence  of  our  future  designs.  To  avoid  this  in- 
convenience, the  strictest  orders  were  given  to  the  centi- 
nels,  to  let  no  person  whatevet'  pass  beyond  their  post :  But, 
notwithstanding  this  precaution,  we  missed  one  Lewis  Le* 

fer,  who  was  the  commodore's  cook;  and  as  he  was  a 
renchman,  and  suspected  to  be  a  papist,  it  was  by  some 
imagined  that  he  had  deserted  with  a  view  of  betraying  all 
that  he  knew  to  the  enemy ;  but  this  appeared  by  the  event  - 
lo  be  at;  ill-grounded  surmise,  for  it  was  afterwards  known 
that  he  had  been  taken  by  some  Indians,  who  carried  him 

Srisoner  to  Acapulco,  from  vrhence  he  was  transferred,  to  ' 
Icxico,  and  then  to  Vera  Oruz,  where  he  was  shippedon 
board  a  vessel  bound  to  Old  Spain:  And  the  Vessel  being 
obliged  by  some  accident  to  put  into  Lisbon,  Leger  escaped 
on  shore,  and  was  by  the  British  consul  sent  from  thence  to 
England ;  whe/e  he  brought  the  first  authentic  accotnt  of 
^ic  safely  of  tlie  commodore^  and  of  what  he  had  done  in 
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the  South  Seas.  The  relation  he  gave  of  his  own  seizure 
v/as,  that  he  had  rambled  into  the  woods  at  sokne  distance 
from  the  barricado,  where  he  had  first  attempted  to  pass, 
but  had  been  stopped  and  threatened  to  be  punished  ;  that 
his  principal 'View  was  to  ^et  a  quantity  of  limes  for  his  mas- 
ter's store ;  and  that  in  this  occupation  he  was  surprised  by 
fblar  Indiato,  who  stripped  him  nalced,  and  carried  him  in 
lliat  concKUon  to  Acapuico,  exposed  to  the  scorching  heat 
6f  the  sail,  'frhich  at  that  time  of  the  year  shone  with  its 
greatest  violence :  And  afterwards  at  Mexico  his  treatment 
in  prison  was  sufficiently  severe,  and  the  whole  course  of 
his  captivity  was  a  continued  instance  of  the  hatred  which 
the  Spaniards  bear  to  ail  those  who  endeavour  to  disturb 
them  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  ihe  coasts  of  the  South 
Seas.  Indeed,  Leger's  fortune  was  upon  the  whole  ex* 
tremely  sinsular;  i^r  after  the  hazards  he  had  run  in  the 
commodores  sqnadron,  and  the  seve/iiies  he  had  suffered 
in  his  long  confinement  amongst  the  enemy,  a  more  fatal 
disaster  attended  him  on  his  return  to  England  :  For  though, 
Vhen  he  arrived  in  London,  some  of  Mr  Anson's  friends  in- 
terested themselves  in  relieving  him  from  the  poverty  to 
which  iiis  captivity  had  reduced  him,  yet  lie  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  humanity,  for  he  was  killed  in  an 
iniigniBcant  night  brawl,  the  cause  of  which  could  scarcely 
be  discovered. 

And  here  I  must  observe,  that  thou2;h  the  enemy  never 
li(tipeared  in  sight  during  our  stay  in  this  harbour,  yet  we 
perceived  that  there  were  large  parties  encamped  in  the 
woods  about  us ;  for  we  could  see  their  smokes,  and  could 
thence  determine  that  they  were  posted  in  a  circular  line 
surrounding  us  at  a  distance ;  and  just  before  our  roming 
away  they  seemed,  by  the  increase  of  their  fires,  to  have  re*' 
ceived  a  considerable  reinforcement. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  l^  p"il,  the  unloading  of  our 
three  prizes,  our  wooding  and  watering,  and,  in  short,  all 
bulr  proposed  employments  at  the  harbour  of  Cbequetan  were 
comphned  :  So  that,  on  the  27th  of  April,  the  Tryal's  pris,e, 
the  Carmciv,  and  the  Carmin,  all  which  we  intended  to  de- 
stroy, were  towed  on  shore  and  scuttled,  and  a  quantity  of 
combustible  materials  were  distributed  in  their  upper  works; 
land  the  next  morning  the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucester 
Weighed  anchor,  but  as  there  was  but  little  wind,  and  that 
not  in  their  favour,  they  were  obliged  to  warp  out  of  the 

harbour. 
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harbour.  When  they  had  reached  the  offing,  one  of  the 
boats  was  dispatched  back  again  to  set  fire  to  our  prize, 
which  was  accordingly  executed.  And  a  canoe  was  left 
fixed  to  a  erapnel  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  with  a  bot- 
tle in  it  well  corked,  inclosing  a  letter  to  Mr  Hughes,  who 
commanded  the  cutter,  which  was  ordered  to  cru\se  before 
the  port  of  Acapulco,  when  we  came  off  that  statioa.  And 
on  tnis  occasion  I  must  mb.ition  more  particularly  than  I 
have  yet  done,  the  views  of  the  commodore  ia  leaving  th« 
cutter  before  that  port. 

When  we  were  necessitated  to  make  for  Chequetan  to 
take  in  our  water,  Mr  Anson  considered  that  our  being  in 
that  harbour  would  soon  be  known  at  Acapulco ;  and  there- 
fore he  hoped,  that  on  the  intelligence  of  our  beins  em- 
ployed in  port,  the  gnlleon  might  put  to  sea,  especially  as 
Chequetan  is  so  very  remote  from  the  course  generally 
steered  by  the  galleon :  He  therefore  ordered  the  cutter  to 
cruise  twenty-rour  days  off  the  port  of  Acapulco,  and  her 
commander  was  directed*  on  perceiving  the  galleon  under 
sail,  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  commodore  at  Che- 
quetan»    As  the  Centurion  was  doubtless  a  much  better 
sailer  than  the  galleon,  Mr  Anson  in  this  case  resolved  to 
have  got  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  have  pursued  the 
galleon  across  the  Pacific  Ocean :  And  supposing  he  should 
not  have  met  with  her  in  his  passage,  (which  considering 
that  he  would  have  kept  nearly  the  same  parallel,  was  not 
very  improbable,)  yet  lie  was  certain  of  arriving  off  Cape 
[^piritu  Santo,  on  the  island  of  Samal,  before  her;  and  tha.t 
bemg  the  first  land  she  makes  on  her  return  to  the  Philip- 
pines, we  coqld  not  have  failed  to  have  fallen  in  with  her, 
by  cruising  a  few  days  in  that  station.    But  the  viceroy  of 
Mexico  ruined  this  project  by  keeping  the  galleon  in  the 
port  of  Acapulco  all  that  year. 

The  letter  left  in  the  canoe  for  Mr  Hughes,  the  com- 
mander of  the  cutter,  the  time  of  whose  return  was  now 
considerably  elapsed,  directed  him  to  go  back  immediately 
to  his  former  station  before  Acapulco,  where  he  would  fiind 
Mr  Anson,  who  resolved  to  cruise  for  him  there  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days ;  after  which  it  was  added,  that  the 
commodore  would  return  to  the  southward  to  join  the  rest 
of  the  squadron.  This  last  article  was  inserted  to  deceive 
the  Spaniards,  if  they  got  possession  of  the  canoe,  (as  we 
afterwards  learnt  they  did)  but  could  not  impose  oi;i  Mr 
V,  i;  Hughes, 
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Hughei,  who  well  knew  that  the  commodore  had  no 
s<)uadron  to  join,  nor  any  intention  of  steering  back  to 
Peru. 

Being  now  in  the  ofiing  of  Cheauetan,  bound  cross  the^ 
▼a^t  Pacific  Ocean  in  our  way  to  Cnina;  we  were  impatient 
to  run  off  the  coast  w  soon  as  possible;  for  aH  the  stormy 
season  was  approaching  apace,  and  as  we  had  no  further 
vieWs  in' the  Antcricansep-,  we  had  hoped  that  nothing 
iirould  have  prevented  us  fiom  standing  to  the  westward, 
the  moment  we  got  out  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan :  And 
it  was  no  small  mortification  to  us,  that  our  necessary  em- 
ployment there  had  detained  us  so  much  longer  than  we 
expected ;  and  now  we  were  farther  detained  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  cutter,  and  the  standing  towards  Acapulco  in 
search  of  her.  Indeed,  as  the  time  of  her  cruise  had  been 
expired  near  a  fortnisht,  we  suspected  that  she  hac'  been 
discovered  from  the  uiore ;  and  that  the  ffovernor  of  Aca- 
pulco had  thereupon  sent  out  a  force  to  seize  her.,  which,  as 
she  carried  but  six  hands,  was  no  very  difficult  enterprize. 
However,  this  being  only  conjecture,  the  commodore,  as 
soon  as  we  got  clear  of  the  harbour  of  Chequetan,  stood 
along  the  coast  to  tb  astward  in  search  of  her :  And  to 
prevent  her  from  passing  by  us  in  the  dark,  we  brought  to 
every  night ;  and  the  Gloucester,  whose  station  was  a  league 
within  us  towards  the  shore,  carried  a  light  which  the  cutter 
could  not  but  perceive  if  she  kept  along  shore,  as  we  sup- 
posed she  would  do;  and  as  a  farther  security,  the  Centu- 
rion and  the  Gloucester  alternately  showed  two  false  fires 
every  half  hour. 

By  Sunday,  the  2d  of  May,  we  were  advanced  within 
three  leagues  of  Acapulco,  and  having  seen  nothing  of  our 
boat,  we  gave  her  over  for  lost,  which,  besides  the  compas- 
sionate concern  for  our  shipmates,  and  for  what  it  was  ap- 
prehended they  might  have  sutfered,  was  in  itself  a  misfor- 
tune in  our  present  scarcity  of  hands,  we  were  all  greatly 
interested  in :  For  the  crew  of  the  cutter,  consisting  of  six 
men  and  the  lieutenant,  were  the  very  flower  of  our  people, 
purposely  picked  out  for  this  service,  and  known  to  be  every 
one  of  them  of  tried  and  approved  resolution,  and  as  skilful 
seamen  as  ever  trod  a  deck.  However,  as  it  was  the  gene- 
ral belief  among  us  that  they  were  taken  and  carried  into 
Acapulco,  the  commodore's  prudence  suggested  a  project 
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•B  o«r  hafing  miu^  Spiuiiih  and  Tn4U^  priiQiteii  in  o«r 
pofMniion,  uicl «  nqmlMr  of  Mck  ncgraeti  who  covU  l)i«  of 
no  service  to  ui  ini  the  navigatins  of  the  shi^.  The  coQ^ 
modore  thcvefore  wrote  a  letter  the  wme  di^  to  tUe  gofer- 
Qor  of  Aoapiilco,  telling  him  that  he  woqld  reiaaiethiiip 
#\1,  provided  the  goyemor  retunwd  the  cutM^r't  crew }  aid 
tb«  Ittter  WM  diipatehvd  th«  wm  nf^nnom  hy  a  Simm 
^cer»ofwbo0OQqnovrwiii,n«4  a  gpnd  <9pinioi)b«pa  who 
w«f  f«roiah#d  with  a  launch  belongmg  tp  on*  of  our  pnMf* 
aoi)  a  orait  of  six  other  prifOQerf  who  all  gaye  thoir  piarole 
iUr  their  return*  The  omcer«  bei^dei  the  cQinmodore'i  let- 
ter, carried  wtvh  him  a  petitioa  li^ed  by  all  the  pri«pn«n> 
beieeching  bi«  excellency  to  at^qmewe  in  the  tenn^propo- 
sed*  From  a  oonaideration  of  the  number  pf  our  priBonert, 
and  the  quality  of  icme  of  them,  we  did  not  doubt  but  the 
.governor  wouuji  readily  comply«  and  therefore  we  icept ply- 
ing on  ond  off  the  whole  night,  intending  to  keep  wen  In 
with  tibe  land>  that  we  might  receive  an  answer  at  the  li- 
mited time,  which  wapthe  neyt  day*  being  Monday:  Qitjt 
both  on  the  Monday  and  Tueiday  wo  were  driven  lo  far  off 
shore,  Uiat  we  coula  not  hope  to  receive  any  answer  i  and 
on  the  Wednesday  morning  we  found  ourselves  fourAeen 
leagues  from  the  harbour  of  Acapulco;  but  as  the  wind  vms 
now  favourable,  we  pressed  forwards  with  all  our  sailj  and 
did  not  doubt  of  getting  in  with  the  land  in  a  few  hours* 
Whilst  we  were  thus  standing  in,  the  man  at  Uie  masti>head 
called  out  that  be  saw  a  bpat  under  sail  at  a  considerable 
distance  to  the  south-eastward :  This  we  took  for  grantiid 
was  the  answer  of  the  governor  to  the  commodorv  s  mes- 
sage, and  we  instantly  edged  towards  it }  but  when  we  drew 
neainer,  we  found  to  our  unspeakable  joy  that  it  was  our  own 
cutter.  While  she  was  still  at  a  distance,  we  imagined  that 
she  had  been  discharged  out  of  the  port  of  AcapuTco  by  d)e 
governor ;  but  when  she  drew  nearer,  the  wan  and  meagre 
countenances  of  the  crew,  the  length  of  their  beards,  and 
the  feeble  and  hollow  tone  of  their  voices,  convinced  us 
that  they  had  suffered  much  greater  hardships  than  could 
be  expected  from  even  the  severities  of  a  Spanish  prison. 
They  uere  obliged  to  be  helped  into  the  ^ip,and  were  im- 
mediately put  to  bed,  and  with  rest,  and  nourishing  diet, 
which  they  were  plentifully  supplied  with  from  the  commo- 
dore's table,  they  reeoyered  their  health  9fui  vigour  apaf^. 
We  learnt  that  they  had  kept  the  sea  the  whole  time  of 
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UN#«bsenoe}  that  wlicv  Hmy  ftniibed  their  crai«e  before 
Acepuleot  wnd  li«d  joet  begun  to  ply  to  tlie  westward  id  or- 
«lti  to  join  tbe  iqwidxoo,  a  ttroag  advene  current  bad  fpr- 
eed  tbem  d<pn  we  coasi  to  tbe  eaitward  ia  ipite  cf  all 
Uieir  efibrtet  tnat  aft  leogth  their  water  being  all  expendedf 
they  weia  obliged  to  search  the  coast  farther  op  to  the  east« 
vHfi,  ia  quest  of  soosc  convenient  laodjng'place,  where  thqr 
night  get  a  fresh  supply;  that  in  this  distreM  they  ran 
Ufwardsof  eighty  leagues  to  Ieevard»  and  found  every  where 
so  kree  a  surf,  that  there  wa^  not  the  least  possibility  of 
their  jandiog ;  that  they  passed  aooe  days  io  this  dreadM 
situation  wik'iout  water,  and  having  no  other  means  left 
theas  io  allay  their  thirst  than  sucking  the  blood  of  the  tur- 
tle which  they  causht;  and  at  last,  giving  up  all  hopes  of 
relief,  the  hciit  of  umi  climate  augmenting  their  neccs^ties, 
and  fendering  their  sufferings  insupportaole«  they  abandon- 
ed themselves  to  despair,  fully  persuaded  that  tnev  i^ould 
perieh  by  the  most  terrible  of  all  deaths;  bat  that  tnqy  were 
soon  after  happily  relieved  by  a  most  unexpected  iucideol^ 
for  there  fell  so  heavy  a  rain,  that  by  spreading  their  sails 
horiaontally,  and  by  putting  bullets  in  the  centres  of  them  to 
draw  them  to  a  point,  they  caught  as  much  water  as  filled 
all^heir  casks;  that  immediately  upon  this  fortunate  supply 
the^  stood  to  the  westward  in  quest  of  the  commodore^ 
and  being  noir  luckily  favoured  by  a  strong  current^  they 
joined  us  in  less  than  fifty  hours,  hrom  the  time  they  stood 
to  the  westward,  after  having  been  absent  from  us  full  for" 
tynihKe  dfmi.  Those  who  have  an  ide:r  of  the  inconsider- 
able siae  of  a  cutter  belonging  to  a  sixty-gun  ship^  (beinj; 
only  an  open  boat  about  twenty-two  feet  in  lengUi,)  and 
who  will  attend  to  the  various  accidents  to  which  she  was 
cacposed  during  a  six  weeks  continuance  alone,  in  the  ope<| 
ocean,  on  so  impracticable  and  dangerous  a  coast,  will  rea» 
dily  own  that  her  return  to  us,  after  all  the  difficulties  which 
she  actually  experi^iced,  and  the  hazards  to  which  she  was 
each  hour  exposed,  was  liiUe  short  of  miraculous. 

1  cannot  finish  this  article  without  remai'king  how  little 
reliance  navigators  ought  to  have  on  the  accounts  of  the 
Buccaneer  writers :  For  though  in  this  run  eighty  leagues  to 
1^  eastward  of  Acapuico,  she  found  no  place  where  it  was 
{KMsible  for  a  boat  to  land,  yet  those  writers  have  not  been 
ashamed  to  feign  harbours  and  convenieort  watering-places 
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wttfiin  tliiM  liitiiti,  Ui«nby  expoiing  inch  as  iboold  eoniile 
in  their  relfttious  to  the  riik  or  being  dcitrojed  by  thirat* 

HftTing  reoeited  our  ontttr,  the  tow  object  of  onr  coming 
i  teeondrtime  beforo  Acapulco,  the  commodon  leiolyed  not 
to  loie  a  moinenlfi  time  lonffer,  but  to  ran  off  the  eoMt  with 
the  ntinott  expedition,  bdth  u  the  itormy  leaion  on  the 
coMt  of  Mexico  wm  now  npproechiug  apace,  and  as  we  were 
toprefaeniiTt  of  having  the  wetteriy  monioon  |o  straggle 
with  when  we  came  upon  the  coast  of  China;  and  tlnne* 
fore  he  no  lonaer  stood  towards  Acapnlco,  as  he  now  want- 
ed no  answer  from  Uie  goveraor ;  but  yet  he  resolved  not 
to  deprive  his  prisoners  of  the  liberty  which  he  had  promi- 
sed them ;  so  that  they  were  all  immediately  embaraed  in 
two  launcnei  which  belonged  to  our  priies,  those  from  the 
Centurion  in  one  launch,  and  those  trom  the  Gloucester  in 
the  other.  The  launches  were  well  equipped  with  masts, 
saiif,  and  oars,  and,  lest  the  wind  misht  prove  unfavourable, 
they  had  a  stock  of  water  andprovisions  put  on  board  them 
sufficient  for  fourteen  days.  Iliere  were  discharged  thirty- 
nine  parsons  ftom  on  l>oard  the  Cmturion,  and  eighteen 
from  the  Gloucester,  the  greatest  part  of  them  Spaniards, 
the  rest  Indians  and  sick  negroes :  But  as  our  crews  were 
very  weak,  we  kept  the  mulattoes  and  some  of  the  stoutest 
of  uie  negroes,  with  a  few  Indians,  to  assist  us ;  but  we  dis- 
missed every  Spanish  prisoner  whatever.  We  have  since 
learnt,  that  these  two  launches  arrived  safe  at  Acapulco, 
where  the  prisoners  could  not  enough  extol  the  humanity 
with  which  they  had  been  treated ;  and  that  the  governor, 
before  their  arjnval,  had  returoed  a  very  obliging  answer  to 
the  commodore's  letter,  and  had  attended  it  with  a  present 
of  two  boats  laden  with  the  choicest  refreshments  and  pro- 
<visions  which  were  to  be  got  at  Acapulco ;  but  that  these 
boats  not  having  found  our  ships,  were  at  length  obliged  to 
put  bac^  again,  aAerhavmg  thrown  all  their  provisions  over* 
ixwrd  in  a  storm  which  threatened  their  destruction. 

The  sending  away  our  prisoners  was  our  last  transaction 
on  the  American  coast ;  for  no  sooner  had  we  parted  with 
them,  than  we  and  the  Gloucester  made  sail  to  the  S.  W., 
proposing  to  get  a  good  offing  from  the  land,  where  we  ho- 
ped, in  a  few  days,  to  meet  with  the  regular  trade-wind, 
which  the  accounts  of  former  navigators  had  represented  as 
much  brisker  and  steadier  in  thil  ocean^  than  in  any  other 
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part  of  the  glob« :  For  it  hat  been  etteemed  no  uncommon 
pauage  to  run  from  hence  to  the  eattermoit  nnrta  of  Asia 
in  two  montbi  (  and  we  flattered  ouneUea  tbiMt  wt  were  as 
capable  of  making  an  expediliout  paiMge  as  anv  sbibithit 
bad  e?er  ran  this  course  before  us;  so  tbi^  we  Doped  soon 
to  gain  the  coast  of  China,  for  which  we  w^  aojr  bound. 
Ann  conformable  to  the  general  idea  of  .this  naTigation  gi- 
ven by  former  voyagers,  we  considered  it  as  free  from  all 
kinds  of  embarrassment  of  bad  weather,  fatigne,  or  sick- 
ness ;  and  consequently  we  undertook  it  with  alacrity,  espe- 
cially as  it  was  no  contemptible  step  towards  our  arrivaiat 
our  nativo  country,  for  which  many  of  us  by  this  time  be- 

San  to  have  great  longing  Thus,  on  the  6ui  or  May,  we, 
ir  the  last  time,  lost  sight  of  the  mountains  of  Mexico, 
persuaded,  that  in  a  few  weeks  we  should  arrive  at  tne  river 
of  Canton  in  China,  wher«  we  expected  to  meet  with  many 
English  ships,  and  numbers  of  our  countrymen ;  and  hoped 
to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  amicable,  wcH-frequent^d 
port,  inhabited  by  a  polished  people,  and  abounding  with 
the  conveniences  and  indulgences  of  a  civilized  life,.whidh 
for  near  twenty  months  had  never  been  once  in  our  power. 
[It  is  judged  advisable  to  omit  altogetiier  the  next  sec- 
tion of  tne  original,  as  occupied  bv  mere  reckoning  on  ttie 
advantages  '*  which  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
squadron,  had  it  arrived  in  the  South  Seas  in  good  time." 
They  are  in  part  specified  at  the  beginning.] 


Section  XXIV. 

i%e  Run/rom  the  Coa$t  qf  Mexico  to  the  ladronts  or  Marian 

Itkmdt, 

.1 
Whim  we  left  the  coast  of  America,  we  stood  to  the  S. 
W.  with  a  view  of  meeting  with  the  N.  E.  trade-wind>  which 
the  accounts  of  former  writers  made  us  expect.at  seventy  or 
eigliu  leagues  distance  from  the  land :  We  bad  another  rea- 
son fox  standing  to  the  southward,  which  was  the  getting 
into  the  latitude  of  IS*  or  14*  north  (  that  being  the  oaraf 
lei  where  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  most  usually  cross^A  ana  con- 
sequently where  the  navigation  is  esteemed  the  stdest :  This 
last  purpose  we  had  soon  answered,  being  in  a  day  or  two 
sufficiently  advanced  to  the  south.    At  the  same  time  yte 
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'  wen  aho  Affther  from  the  shore,  than  we  had  pretamed  was 
o«oe«Mry  for  the  falling  in  with  the  trade-wiad :  Btl  in  thin 
'  ]»articiilar  we  were  moft  grievovttly  diiappointed ;  for  the 
#ind  itill  continued  to  the  wetlward,  or  at  best  variable. 
'  Ai'the  setting  into  the  Ni  E.  tradf-wind,  wei  to  at  a  mut-  ^ 
'  ter  of  the  last  consequence,-  we  stood  more  to  the  south-  ' 
wan),  and  made  many  experiments  to  meet  with  il ;  but  it 
was  seren -weeks,  ftom  onr  leavin|(  the  coast,  before,  we  got 
into  it.'  This  was  an  internal,  m  which  we  believed  wo 
'sbdnldwell  nigh  have  reached  the  eastermosi  parts  of  Asia : 
But  we  were  so  baffled  with  the  contrary  and  variable  winds, 
'which  for  aJl  that  time  perplexed  ns,  that  we  were  not  as 
•  yet  advanced  above  a  fonrtn  pari  of  the  wa^.    llicdelay 
'  alone  would  have  been  a  sufficient  moriification ;  but  there 
were  other  circumstances  attending  it,  which  rendered  this 
aituation  not  less  terrible,  and  our  apprehensions  perhaps  still 
greater  than  in  any  of  our  past  distresses.  For  our  two  shipH 
-  were  by  this  time  extremely  crasy ;  and  many  days  had  not 
passed,  before  we  discovered  a  spring  in  the  fore-mast  of  the 
'  Centurion,  which  rounded  about  twenty-six  inches  of  its  eir- 
'  cumferenc^j  and  which  was  judged  to  be  at  least  fonr  inches 
'  deep :  And  no  sooner  had  our  carpenters  secured  this  with 
fishing  it,  but  the  Gloucester  made  a  signal  of  distress ;  and 
-we  learnt  that  she  had  a  dangerous  spring  in  her  main-mast, 
twelve  feet  below  the  trussel-trees ;  so  that  she  could  not 
carry  any  sail  upon  it.    Our  carpenters,  on«  strict  exami- 
nation of  this  mast,  found  it  so  very  rotten  and  decayed,  that 
they  judged  it  necessary  to  cot  it  down  as  low  as  it  appear- 
ed to  have  been  injuredf;  and  by  this  it  was  reduced  to  no- 
thing bnt  a  stomp,  which  served  only  as  a  step  to  the  top- 
nast.  These  accidents  augmented  our  delay,  and  occasion- 
ed us  great  anxiety  about  our  future  security  :  For  on  our 
leaving  the  coast  of  Mexico,  the  scurvy  had  begun  to  make 
•its  appearance  affain  amongst  our  people;  though  from  our 
'depiirture  from  Juan  Femandes  we  had  till  then  enjoyed  a 
'most  uninterrupted  state  of  health.    We  too  well  knew  the 
'efiects  of  this  disease,  fromour  former  fatal  experience,  to 
•anppose  that  any  thing  but  a  speedy  passage  could  secure 
-the  greater  part  of  our  crew  from  perishing  by  it :  And  as, 
'after  being:  seven  weeks  at  sea,  there  did  not  appear  any 
'reasons  that  could  persuade  us  we  were  nearer  tlie  trade- 
' wind  than  when  we  Best  set  out,  there  was  no  around  for 
IM  to  foppose- bui  4>ur  passage  would  prove  at  least  t^ree  , 
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limm  »«'foiig  M  we  at  fint  expected ;  end  cdAMfluendy  we 
hftd  the  melanohoiy  prosfMct,  either  of  dying  by  the  tcunry, 
ur  perishing  with  the  ship  for  want  of  hands  to  narigate 
iter.    Indeed,  tome  amongst  u«  were  at  first  wilKng  to  be- 
lieve, that  in  this  warm  clioiate,  so  different  from  what  we 
felt  in  passing  round  Cnpe  Horn,  the  violence  of  this  dis-' 
ease,  and  its  faNJity,  mivht  be  in  some  decree  mitigated  s 
tts  it  had  not  been  unusual  to  suppose  that  its  partionlar  vi 
rulence  in  that  passage  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather;  but  the  havocic  of  the  distemp>]r,' 
ill  our  present  circnmstances,  soon  convinced  us  of  the  1^1- 
Hity  of  this  speculation ;  as  it  likewise  e*  ploded  some  other' 
opmionsj  whieh  usually  pass  current  about  the  oaUdC  and' 
nature  of  this  disease.'  >    i         .  > 

Our  surgeon  (who,  during  our  passage  r'ttiid  Cane  Horn, ' 
had  ascriMd  the  mortality  we  sumred  to  tiie  seveiuy  of  the 
climate)  exerted  himself  in  the  present  run  to  the  utteost 
and  at  last  declared,  that  all  his  measures  were  totally  la  <* 
fectual,  and  did  not  in  the  least  avail  his  patient  .  Whei^' 
we  reached  tiie  trade>wind,  and  it  settled  between  luv  ncvth^ 
and  the  east,  yet  it  seldom  blew  with  so  much  sti  jngiiii  hfttr 
tiie  Centurion  might  have  carried  all  her  small  saili  abroad; 
with  the  greatest  safety  ;  so  that  now,  had  we  beeu  a  singW 
ship,  we  miffht  have  run  down  our  longitudeapaee,  and* 
have  reachecT  the  Ladroncs  soon  enough  to  have  recovered' 
great  numbers  of  our  men,  who  afterwards  perirhed.  But* 
the  Gloucester,  by  the  loss  of  her  main-mast,  sailed  so  veirr 
heavily,  that  we  had  seldom  any  more  than'  our  top-««ifa 
set,  and  yet  were  frequently  obliged  to  lie-to  for  her  e  And* 
I  conceive,  that  in  the  whole  we  Tost  little  lew  than  a  monUi 
by  our  attendance  upon  her,  in  oonse<j[uence  of  the  varioua 
mischances  she  encountered.  In  all  this  runit  was- remark- 
able, that  we  were  rarely  many  dayk.  v^'ather^  without  see- 
ing great  numbers  of  birds ;  which  i:>  .  proof  thattbere  are 
many  islands,  or  at  least  rocks,  scattered  aU  along,  at  no 
very  considerable  distance  from  cur  track.  Some  indeed 
there  are  marked  in  a  Spanish  cUart;  but  the  frequency  of 
tiie  birds  seems  to  evince,  tha..  there  are  many  more  than 
have  been  hitherto  discovered '.  For  tbe  greatest  part  of  the 
birds  we  observed  were  such  as  are  Mown  to  rooaton, 

...  shoie; 

.  '  Some  rsnwrks  respecting  tbe  nature  and  treatment  of  this  disepH^  <ve 
now  given  in  the  original,  but  being  imperfect  and  oonjectural,  are  oniitted 
here.—E. 
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shore;  and  the  manner  of  their  appearance  sufficiently, 
made  out,  that  they  came  uom  some  distant  haunt  every  i 
morning,  and  returned  thither  again  in  the  evening;  for^^ 
we  never  saw  theqi  early  or  late ;  and  the  hour  of  their  ar-< 
rival  and  departure  gradually  variedt  which  we  supposed  , 
vas  ocpasioned  by  our  running  nearer  their  haunts,  or  get)* 
^n^  farther  from  them. 

The  traaie-wipd  continued  to  favour  us  without  any  fluc^ 
tuation»  from'  the  end  of  June  till  towards  the  end  of  July. 
But  on  the  26th  of  July,  being  then,  as  we  esteemed,  about 
ihree  hundred  leagues  distant  from  the  Ladrones,  we  met 
with  a  westerly  wind,  which  did  notcom^  about  again  to  the 
eastwiird  i|i  four  days  time.  This  was  a  most  dispiriting  in- 
cident, as  it  at  once  damped  all  our  hopes  of  speedy  relief, 
lespecially  too  as  it  was  attended  with  a  vexatious  accident 
to  the  Gloucester :  For  in  one  part  of  these  four  days  the 
fvind  6atted  to  a  calm,  and  the  ships  rolled  very  deep ;  by 
which  means  the  Gloucester's  forecap  split,  and  her  top-mast 
pam^  by  the  board,  and  broke  her  iore-yard  directly  in  the 
•lingBt  As  she  was  hereby  rendered  incapable  of  making 
any.  sail  fot  oome  time,  we  were  obliged,  as  soon  as  a  gale 
•prung  up,  to  take  her  in  tow ;  and  pear  twenty  of  the 
healthiest  and  ablest  of  our  seamen  were  taken  froin  the 
liusinesa  pf  our  own  ship,  and  were  employed  for  eight  or 
ten  d^ys  together  on  board  the  Gloucester  in  repairing  her 
•damages :  But  these  things,  mortifying  as  we  thougiitthem, 
were  but  the  beginning  of  our  disttsters ;  for  scarce  had  our 
people  ftnished  their  business  in  the  Gloucester,  before  we 
|net  with  a  piost  violent  storm  in  the  western  board,  which 
obliged  UB  to  lie  to.  In  the  beginning  of  this  storm  our 
$bip  sprang  a  lea|(,  and  let  in  so  much  water,  that  all  our 
people,  officers  included,  were  employed  continually  in 
working  the  pumps  :  Apd  the  next  day  we  had  the  vexa- 
tion to  «ee  the  (Grioucester,  with  her  top-mast  once  more  by 
^e  board ;  and  whilst  we  were  viewing  her  with  great  con- 
cern fpr  thi$  new  disirists,  we  saw  her  main-top  mast,  which 
had  hitherto  served  as  a  jury  main-mast,  share  the  same 
^te.  This  completed  our  miBfortunes,  and  rendered  them 
without  resource ;  for  we  knew  the  Gloucester's  crew  were 
so  few  and  feeble,  that  without  our  assistance  they  could 
not  be  relieved  :  And  our  sick  were  now  so  far  increased, 
imd  those  that  remained  in  health  so  continually  fatigued 
frjth  the  additional  duty  of  our  ptimps,  that  it  was  impossi- 
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ble  for  08  to  lend  them  any  aid.  Indeed  we  were  not  as  yet 
fully  apprised  of  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  Gloucester's 
crew ;  tor  when  the  storm  abated,  (which  during  its  conti- 
nuance prevented  all  communication  with  them)  the  Glou- 
cester bore  up  under  our  stern ;  and  Captain  Mitchel  in- 
formed the  commodore^  that  besides  the  lolM  of  his  masts^ 
which  was  all  that  bad  appeared  to  us,  the  ship  had  then  no 
less  than  seven  feel  of  water  in  her  hold,  although  his  offi- 
cers and  men  had  been  kept  constantly  at  the  pump  for  thft 
last  tWeniy-four  hours. 

This  last  circumstance  was  indedd  a  most  terrible  accu- 
mulation to  the  other  extraordinary  distresses  of  the  Glou- 
cester, and  required>  if  possible,  the  most  speedy  and  vigor- 
ous assistance;  which  captain  Mitchel  begged  the  com* 
modore  to  send  him :  But  the  debility  of  our  people,  and 
our  own  immediate  preservation,  rendered  it  impossible  fot 
the  commodore  to  comply  with  his  request.  All  that  could 
be  done  was  to  send  our  boat  on  board'  for  a  more  particu* 
lar  condition  of  the  ship ;  and  it  was  soon  suspected  that 
the  taking  her  people  on  board  us,  and  then  destroying  her, 
was  the  only  measure  that  could  be  prosecuted  in  the  pre^^ 
sent  emergency,  for  the  security  of  their  lives  and  our  own* 

Our  boat  soon  returned  with  a  representation  of  the  stpte 
of  the  Gloucester,  and  of  her  several  defects,  signed  by  Cap^ 
tain  Mitchel  and  all  his  officers ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
she  had  sprung  a  leak  by  the  stern-post  being  loose,  and 
working  with  every  roll  of  the  ship,  and  by  two  beams  ft 
midships  being  broken  in  the  orlope  ;  no  part  of  which  the 
carpenters  reported  was  possible  to  be  repaired  at  sea :  That 
both  officers  and  men  had  worked  twenty-four  hours  at  the 
pump  without  intermission,  and  were  at  length  so  fatigued, 
that  they  could  continue  their  labour  no  longer;  but  had 
been  forced  to  desist,  with  seven  feet  of  water  in  the  hold> 
which  covered  their  cask,  so  tha|  they  could  neither  come 
at  fresh  water,  nor  provision  :  That  they  had  no  mast  stand- 
ing, except  the  fore-mast,  the  mizen-mast,  and  the  mizen 
top-mast,  nor  bad  thev  any  spare  masts  to  get  up  in  the 
room  of  those  Ihey  had  lost :  That  the  ship  was  besides  ex- 
tremely decayed  in  every  part,  for  her  knees  and  clamps 
were  all  worfced  quite  loose,  and  her  upper  works  in  gene- 
ral were  so  loose,  that  the  quarter-deck  was  ready  to  drop 
down:  And  that  her  crew  was  greatly  reduced,  for  there 
remained  alive  on  board  her  no  more  than  seventy-sevea 
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meD,  aghteen  boys^  and  t^o  prisoners,  officers  included ; 
find  that  of  this  whole  number,  only  sixteen  meli  and  ele-  ^ 
ven  boys  were  capable  of  keeping  the  deck,  and  several  of  * 
these  very  infirm. 

.   The  commodore,  on  the  perusal  of  this  melancholy  rer 
presentation,  presently  ordered  them  a  supply  of  water  and  ; 
provisions,  of  which  they  seemed  to  be  in  immediate  want,   i 
and  at  the  same  time  sent  hi|  own  carpenter  on  board  them,  . 
to  examine  into  the  truth  of  every  particalar;  and  it  being 
ionad,  on  the  strictest  enquiry,  ttiat  the  preceding  account 
wa»  in  no  instance  exaggerated,  it  plainly  appeared,  tliat 
Uiere  was  no  possibility  of  preserving  the  Gloucester  any 
longer^  as  her  leaks  were  irreparable,  and  the  united  hands 
on  board  both  ships,  capable  of  woricing,  wonld  not  be  able 
to  free  her,  even  if  our  own  ship  should  not  cmplo}^  any  part 
of  them.   What  then  could  be  resolved  on>  when  it  was  the 
utmost  we  ourselves  could  do  to  manjage  our  own  pumps  i 
Indeed  there  was  no  room  for  deliberation  j  the  only  step 
to  be  taken  was,  the  saving  the  Uvesof  the  few  that  remain- 
ed on  board  the  Gloucester,  and  getting  out  of  her  as  much 
as  was  possible  before  she  was  destroyed.    And  therefore 
the  commodore  immediately  sent  an  order  to  Captain  Mit- 
chel,  as  tlie  weather  was  now  calm  and  favourable,  to  send 
.his  people  on  board  the  Centurion  as  expeditiously  as  he 
coijild ;  and  to  take  out  such  stores  as  he  could  get  at,  whilst 
th^  shin  could  be  kept  above  water.    And  as  our  leak  re- 
quired less  attention,  whilst  the  present  easy  weather  conti- 
nued, we  sent  our  boats  with  as  many  men  as  we  could  spare, 
to  Captain  Mitchel's  assistance. 

The  removing  the  Gloucester's  people  on  board  us,  and 
the  getting  out  such  stores  as  could  most  easily  be  come  at, 
gav^  us  fiUl  employment  for  two  days.  Mr  Anson  was  ex- 
tremely desirous  to^have  gotten  two  of  her  cables  and  an 
anchor,  but  the  ship  rolled  so  much,  and  the  men  were  so 
,  excessively  fatigued,  t'  ai  they  were  incapable  of  eiTecting 
it;  nay,  it. was  even  with  the  greatest  diAiculty  tliat  the 

grize-money,  which  the  Gloucester  had  taken  in  theSoulh- 
ep%  was  secured,  and  sent  on  board  the  Centurion  :  How- 
ever, the  prize-goods  on  board  her,  which  amounted  to  se- 
.  veral  thousand  pounds  in  value,  and  were  principally  the 
,  Centurion's  property,  were  entirely  lost;  nor  could  any  more 
provision  be  got  but  than  five  casks  of  flour,  three  of  whiqh 
,  were  spoiled  by  the  salt-water.  Their  sick  men,  amounting 
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to  near  seventy,  were  removed  into  boats  with  as  mochcare, 
as  the  circumstances  of  thai  time  would  permit ;  bat  three 
or  four  of  them  expired  as  they  were  hoisting  them  into  the 
Centurion. 

It  was  the  15th  of  August,  in  the  evening,  before  the 
Gloucester  was  cleared  of  every  thing  that  was  proposed  to 
be  removed  ;  and  though  the  hold  was  now  almost  full  of 
water,  vet,  as  the  carpenters  were  of  opinion  that  she  might 
still  swim  for  some  time,  if  the  calm  should  continue,  and 
the  water  become  smooth,  she  was  set  on  fire ;  for  we  knew 
not  how  uf>ar  we  might  now  be  to  tite  island  of  Guamy 
which  was  in  the  possession  of  oar  enemies,  and  the  wreck 
of  such  a  ship  would  have  been  to  them  no  contemptible 
acquisition.  When  she  was  set  on  fire.  Captain  Mitchel 
and  his  officers  left  her,  and  came  on  board  the  Centurion  i 
And  we  immediately  stood  from  the  wreck,  not  without 
some  apprehensions  (as  we  had  now  only  a  light  breeze) 
that  if  she  blew  np  soon,  the  concussion  of  the  air  might 
damage  our  rigging  ;  but  she  fortunately  burnt,  though 
very  fivi'cely,  the  whole  oight,  her  ^uns  firing  success! vefy, 
as  the  flames  reached  th^m.  And  it  was  six  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  were  about  four  leagues  distant,  before  she 
blew  up ;  the  report  she  made  upon  this  occasion  was  but  a 
small  one,  but  there  was  an  exceeding  black  pillar  of  smoke, 
which  shut  up  into  the  air  to  a  very  considerable  height.    .« 

Thus  perislied  bis  majesty's  ship  the  Gloucester.  And 
now  it  might  have  been  expected,  that,  being  freed  from 
the  embarrassments  which  her  frequent  disasters  had  invol- 
ved us  in,  we  would  proceed  on  our  way  much  brisker  than 
we  had  hitherto  done,  especially  as  we  had  received  some 
small  addition  to  our  strength,  by  the  taking  op  board  the 
Gloucester's  crew ;  but  onr  anxieties  were  not  yet  to  be  re- 
lieved ;  for,  notwithstanding  all  that  we  had  hitherto  suffer- 
ed, there  remained  much  greater  distresses,  which  we  were 
siill  to  struggle  with.  For  the  late  storm,  which  had  pro- 
ved so  fatafto  the  Gloucester,  had  driven  us  to  the  north- 
ward of  our  intended  course;  and  the  current  setting  the 
same  way,  after  the  weather  abated,  had  forced  us  still  a 
degree  or  two  farther,  so  that  we  were  now  in  17°  f  of  north 
latitude,  instead  of  being  in  13°  |,  which  was  the  parallel 
we  proposed  to  keep,  in  order  to  reach  the  island  of  Guam : 
And  as  it  had  been  a  perfect  calm  for  some  days  since  the 
cessation  of  the  storm,  and  we  were  ignoi^|S^J^|aMieiur  we 
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were  to  the  meridian  of  the  Ladvones,  and  sopposed  our- 
selves not  to  be  far  fr^m  it,  ive  apprehended  that  we  might 
be  driven  to  the  leeward  of  them  by  the  current,  without 
discovering  them :  In  this  case,  the  only  land  we  could 
make  would  be  some  oF  the  eastern  parts  of  Asia,  where,  if 
#e  coulr*  arrive,  we  should  find  the  western  monsoon  in  its 
fujl  force,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  fur  the  stoutest 
best-m  inqed  ship  to  ^et  in.  And  this  coast  being  removed 
between  fV.  ar  and  five  hundred  leagues  farther,  we,  in  our 
labguibiiing  cirdumstances,  could  expect  no  other  than  to 
be  destroyed  by  the  scurvy,  long  before' the  most  fuvourable 
gale  coiild  carry  us  to  such  a  distance :  For  our  deathH  were 
now  extremely  alarming,  no  day  passine  iu.which  we  did  not 
bury  eight  or  ten,  and  sometimes  twetve  of  our  mm  ;  and 
those,  who  had  hitherto  continued  healtliy,  begun  to  fall 
down  apace.  Indeed  we  made  the  use  we  could  of  the  pre- 
sent calm,  by  employing  our  carpenters  in  searching  after 
the  leak,  which  was  now  considerable,  notwithstandmg  the 
little  wind  we  had  :  The  carpenters  at  length  discovered  it 
to  be  in  the  eunnei's  fore  store-room,  where  the  water  rush" 
ed  in  under  the  breast-hook,  on  each  side  of  the  stem ;  but 
though  they  found  where  it  was,  they  agreed  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  stop  it,  till  we  should  get  into  port,  and.  till  they 
could  come  at  it  on  the  outside :  However,  they  did  the 
best  they  could  within  board,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to 
:^educe  it,  which  was  a  considerable  ^relief  to  us. 

We  had  hitherto  considered  the  calm  which  succeeded 
the  storm,  and  which  continued  for  some  days,  as  a  very 
great  misfortune ;  since  the  currents  were  driving  us  to  the 
northward  of  our  parallel,  and  we  thereby  risqued  the  miss- 
ing of  the  Ladrones,  which  we  now  conceived  ourselves  to 
be  very  near.  But  when  a  gale  Sjprung  up,  our  condition 
was  still  worse ;  for  it  blew  ^om  the  S. W.  and  consequent- 

Xwas  directly  opposed  to  the  course  we  wanted  to  steer : 
ad  though  it  soon  veered  to  the  N.E.  yet  this  served  only 
to  tantalize  us,  for  it  returned  back  again  in  a  very  short 
time  to  itf!  old  quarter.  However,  on  the  SSd  of  August 
we  bad  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  current  was  shifted ; 
and  had  set  us  to  the  southward :  And  the  2Sd,  at  day-break, 
we  were  cheered  with  the  discovery  of  two  islands  in  the 
western  board  :  This  gave  us  ail  great  joy,  and  riised  our 
drooping  spirits;  for  belbre  this  an  universal  dejection  had 
seized  us,  and  we  almost  despaired  of  ever  seeing  land  again : 
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The  nearait  of  theie  islands  we  afterwards  found  to  be  Ana^ 
tacan ;  we  judged  it  to  be  full  fifteen  leagues  from  us,  and 
it  seemed  to  be  high  land,  though  of  an  indifferent  length :  \ 
The  other  was  the  island  of  Serigan  ;  and  had  rather  the 
appearance  of  a  high  rock,  than  a  place  we  could  hope  to 
anchor  at.  We  were  extremely  impatient  to  ^et  in  with 
the  nearest  island,  where  we  expected  to  meet  with  anchoit- 
zng-ground,  and  an  opportunitv  of  refreshing  our  sick  :  But 
the  wind  proved  so  variable  all  day,  and  there  was  so  little 
of  it,  that  we  advanced  towards  it  but  slowly;  however,  by 
the  next  morning  we  were  got  so  far  to  the  westward,  that 
we  were  in  view  of  a  third  island,  which  was  that  of  Paxaros, 
though  marked  in  the  chart  only  as  a  rock.  This  was  small 
and  very  low  land,  and  we  had  passed  within  less  than  a 
mile  of  it,  in  the  night,  without  seemg  it :  And  now  at  noon, 
being  within  four  miles  of  the  island  of  Anatacan,  the  boat 
was  sent  away  to  examine  the  anchoring-ground  and  the 

E reduce  of  the  place;  and  we  were  not  a  little  solicitous  for 
er  return,  as  we  then  conceived  our  fate  to  depend  upon 
the  report  we  should  receive :  For  the  other  two  islands 
were  obviously  enough  incapable  of  furnishing  us  with  any 
assistance,  and  we  knew  not  then  that  there  were  any  others 
which  we  could  reach.  In  the  evening  the  boat  came  back, 
and  the  crew  informed  us  that  there  was  no  place  for  a  ship 
to  anchor,  the  bottom  being  every  where  foul  ground,  and 
all,  except  one  small  spot,  not  less  than  fifty  fathom  in 
depth  ;  that  on  that  spot  there  was  thirty  fathom,  though 
not  above  half  a  mile  from  the  shore ;  and  that  the  bank 
was  steep,  and  could  not  be  depended  on:  They  fa4*ther 
told  us,  that  they  had  landed  on  the  island,  but  with  some 
difficulty,  on  account  of  the  greatness  of  the  swell ;  that 
they  found  the  ground  was  every  where  covered  with  a  kind 
of  cane,  or  rush  ;  but  that  thev  met  with  no  water,  and  did 
not  believe  the  place  to  be  inhabited ;  though  the  soil  was 
good,  and  abounded  with  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees. 

This  account  of  the  impossibility  of  anchoring  at  this 
island^  occasioned  a  general  melancholy  on  board ;  for  we 
considered  it  as  little  less  than  the  prelude  to  our  destnic- 
tion  ;  and  our  despondency  was  increased  by  a  disappoint- 
ment we  met  with  the  succeeding  night ;  for,  as  we  were 
plying  under  top-nails,  with  an  intention  of  getting  nearer 
to  the  island,  and  of  sending  our  boat  on  shore  to  load  with 
cocoa-nuts  for  the  refreshment  of  our  sick,  the  wind  proved 

squally. 
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squally,  and  blew  no  strong  off  shore,  as  to  drive  ns  so  far  to 
the  Boothward),  that  we  dared  not  to  send  oflPonr  boat.  And 
now  the  only  possible  cir<.'umstanoe,lh'it  could  ^i;ei;re  the  few 
that  reT».uned  alive  froin  perishing,  Nvns  tlie  accideatal  idl- 
ing in  vuth  some  other  of  the  Lauioiie  i;';., ads,  better  {.;?- 
pare4  i'or  onr  accommodation ;  anci  »&  out  knuwlotl;;/!  /'f 
these  isionds  was  extremely  5  aperfe>t,  v/e  wv^i-e  t ,  tns^  f.r.- 
tirely  to  '.?hance  fr^r  ovr  guidance;  ooly  as  they  are  ai\  of 
them  usually. laid  do 'a  near  ^.he  sac. tr  meridian)  and  we 
had  conceived  thosb  we  had  alre^jch'  seen  to  be  pert  of  thein, 
we  concluded  to  stand  o  the  southward,  as  the  moat  prol  o- 
ble  mean&  ot  i'allipg  in  with  the  next  Thus,  wU!s  ti.  i  mc«>t 
gloomy  persuasion  of  our  nppvoactnui^  destrncfiion,  >'e  stood 
from  the  island  of  Anatacon,  having  all  o^*  m  ^bv.  strv'.)nge8t 
apprehensions  (and  thosenot  'U  founded)  either  <;f  dying  of 
the  scurvy,  or  nf  perishing  wi'.h  the  ship,  which,  for  w'ant 
of  hands  t  work  her  pumps,  might  in  a  short  time  be  ex- 
P  tied  to  tbunder,  .,,r. 
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Our  Arrival  at  Tinian,  and  an  Account  of  the  Idand^  and  of 
our  Proceedings  there,  till  the  Centurion  drove  out.  to  Sea.  . 

It  was  the  26th  of  August,  1742,  in  the  morning,  when  we 
lost  sight  of  Anatacan.  The  next  morning  we  discovered 
three  other  islands  to  the  eastward,  which  were  from  ten  to 
fourteen  leagues  from  us.  These  were,  as  we  afterwards 
learnt,  the  islands  of  Saypan,  Tinian,  and  Aguigan.  We 
immediately  steered  towards  Tinian,  which  was  the  middle- 
most of  the  three,  but  had  so  much  of  calms  and  light  airs, 
that  though  we  were  helped  forwards  by  the  currents,  yet 
next  day,  at  day-break,  we  were  at  least  five  leagues  distant 
from  it.  However,  we  kept  on  our  course,  and  about  ten 
in  the  morning  we  perceived  a  proa  under  sail  to  the  south- 
ward, between  Tinian  aud  Aguigan.  As  we  imagined  froni 
hence  that  these  islands  were  inhabited,  and  kncv  that  the 
Spaniards  had  always  a  force  at  G'jam,  we  took  the  neces- 
sary precautions  for  our  own  security,  and  for  preventing 
the  enemy  from  taking  advantage  oi  our  present  wretched 
circumstances,  of  which  they  would  be  sufficiently  informed 
by  the  manner  of  our  working  the  ship;  we  therefore  rous- 
■n^s-^' ■  .  tcrttd 
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tered  all  our  hands,  who  were  capable  of  itanding  to  their 
anni,  and  loaded  onr  upper  ana  quarter-deck  sunt  with 
grape-shot;  and^  that  !»e  might  the  more  readily  procure 
some  intelligence  of  the  state  of  these  islands,  we  showed 
Spanish  colours,  and  hoisted  a  red  flag  at  the  fore-top-mast- 
head, to  give  our  ship  the  appearance  of  the  Manilla  gal- 
leon, hoping  thereby  to  decoy  some  of  the  inhabitants  on 
board  us.  Thus  preparing  ourselves,  and  standing  towards 
the  land,  we  were  near  enough,  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
to  send  the  cu^er  in  shore,  to  find  out  a  proper  birth  for 
the  ship ;  and  we  soon  perceived  that  a  proa  came  off  the 
shore  to  meet  the  cutter,  full^  persuaded,  as  we  afterwards 
found,  that  we  were  the  Manilla  ship.  As  we  saw  the  cut- 
ter returning  back  with  the  proa  in  tow,  we  immediately 
sent  the  pinnace  to  receive  the  proa  and  the  prisoners,  and 
to  bring  them  on  board,  that  the  cutter  might  proceed  on 
her  errand.  The  pinnace  came  back  with  a  Spaniard  and 
four  Indians,  which  were  the  people  taken  in  the  proa. 
The  Spaniard  was  immediately  examined  as  to  the  produce 
and  circumstances  of  this  island  of  Tinian,  and  his  account 
of  it  surpassed  even  our  most  sanguine  hopes ;  for  he  in- 
formed us  that  it  was  uninhabited,  which,  in  our  present  de- 
fenceless condition,  was  an  advantage  not  to  be  despised, 
especially  as  it  wanted  but  few  of  the  conveniences  that 
could  be  expected  in  the  mo^t  cultivated  country  ;  for  he 
assured  us,  that  there  was  great  plenty  of  very  good  water, 
and  that  there  were  an  incredible  number  of  cattle^  hogs, 
and  poultry  running  wild  on  the  island,  all  of  th«m  excel- 
lent m  their  kind  ;  that  the  woods  produced  swtet  and  sout 
oranges,  limes,  lefliK>ns,  and  cocoa-nuts  in  great  plen^,  be- 
sides a  frait  pecttHar  to  these  islands  (called  by  Dampier, 
Bread-fruit) ;  that  frv>tu  the  quantity  and  goodness  of  t^ 
provisions  produc«<d  h^re^  the  l^^aniards  at  Cruam  mad«  use 
of  it  as  a  store  tvvr  »M|\p^ing  the  garrison  ;  that  he  himself 
was  a  M^jea^t  of  that  garrison,  and  was  sent  here  with 
twenliy^two  liidMMS  to  jerk  beef,  which  he  was  to  loa^  tor 
Guam  on  bo*rd  asmall  batk  of  about  Hf^en  tun,  mhtch  lay 
at  anchor  near  the  shore. 

This  accotmt  was  received  by  \i^  with  inexpressible  joy  : 
Part  of  it  we  were  ourselves  abW  to  verify  on  the  spot,  as 
we  were  by  this  time  near  enough  to  discover  several  nu- 
merous herds  of  cattle  feeding  in  di^erent  places  of  the 
island  ^  and  we  did  not  any  ways  doubt  the  rest  of  his  rc- 
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lation,  as  the  appearance  of  the  shore  prejudiced  us  greatly 
in  its  favour,  and  made  us  hope,  that  not  only  our  necessH 
ties  might  be  there  fully  relieved,  and  our  d  seased  reco- 
vered, but  that,  amidst  those  pleasin.u;  scenei^  which  were 
then  in  view,  we  uiiglit  procure  ourselves  some  amusement 
and  I't-JnxHlion,  after  the  numerous  fatigues  we  had  under- 
gone :  For  the  prospect  of  the  cotititry  aid  hy  no  means  re- 
semble that  of  an  unl|ihttbited  and  uricullivnted  place,  hut 
had  much  more  the  air  of  a  magulHcent  plantation,  virhere 
Inrae  lawns  and  stately  wonda  had  been  laid  out  together 
ivitli  great  skill,  and  wheif  t|it  whole  had  been  so  erlfiilly 
combined,  and  so  judiciously  adapted  to  the  slopes  of  the 
llilli!,  and  the  ||]pqi*alities  of  the  ground,  as  to  produce  a 
niogt  striking  eiiect,  and  to  do  liiiiiiiur  to  the  |iifRfit|M|i  of 
the  contriver.  Thus  (an  event  not  urdike  what  we  liail  ul- 
jeady  seen)  we  were  forced  upon  the  most  desirable  and  sa- 
lutary measures  by  accidents,  which  at  Hrst  siuht  we  consl« 
dcred  as  the  greatest  of  misfortunes ;  for  hati  we  not  been 
driven  by  the  contrary  winds  and  currents  to  the  northward 
of  our  course  (a  circumstance  which  at  that  time  gave  us 
the  most  terrible  apprehensions)  we  should,  in  all  probabili- 
ty, never  have  arrived  at  this  delightful  island,  and  conse- 
quently  we  should  have  missed  of  that  place,  where  alone 
all  our  wants  could  be  most  amply  relieved,  our  sick  recu* 
vered,  and  our  enfeebled  crew  once  more  Refreshed,  and  en« 
abled  to  put  again  to  sea. 

The  Spanish  serieant,  from  whom  we  received  the  account 
of  the  island,  having  informed  us  that  there  were  lome  In- 
dians pn  shore  under  his  command,  employed  )n  jerking 
beef,  and  that  there  was  a  bark  at  anchor  to  take  It  oti  hoard, 
we  were  desirous,  if  possible,  to  prevenf  the  Indians  from 
escaping,  who  doubtless  would  have  given  the  governor  of 
Guam  intelligence  of  our  arrival ;  and  we  therefore  imme- 
diately dispatched  the  pinnace  to  secure  the  bark,  which  the 
Serjeant  told  us  was  the  only  embarkation  on  the  place ;  and 
theU}  about  eight  in  the  evening,  we  let  so  our  anchor  in 
twenty-two  fathom ;  and  though  it  was  almost  calm,  and 
whatever  vigour  and  spirit  was  to  be  found  on  board  was 
doubtless  exerted  to  the  utmost  on  this  pleasing  occasion, 
Avhen,  afller  having  kept  the  sea  for  some  months,  we  were 
going  to  take  possession  of  this  little  paradise,  yet  we  were 

full  iive  boura  m  furling  our  sails :  It  is  true,  we  were  some- 
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what  weakened  by  the  crews  of  the  cutter  and  pinnace  having 
been  sent  on  shore;  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that,  including 
those  absent  with  the  boats  and  some  negro  and  Indian  pri- 
soners, all  the  hands  we  could  muster  capable  of  standing 
at  a  gpn  amounted  to  no  more  than  seventy»one,  most  of 
which  number  too  were  incapable  of  duty ;  but  on  the 
greatest  emergencies  this  was  all  the  force  we  could  collect, 
in  our  present  enfeebled  condition}  from  the  united  crews 
of  the  Centurion,  the  Gloucester,  and  the  Trval,  which, 
when  we  departed  from  England^  consisted  altogether  of 
near  a  thousand  hands. 

When  we  had  furled  our  sails,  the  remaining  part  of  the 
night  was  ullowed  to  our  people  for  their  repose,  to  recover 
them  I'rutii  the  fatigue  thiey  h^d  undergone;  and  in  the 
morning  a  purty  was  sent  on  ahore  well  armed,  of  which  I 
myself  was  one,  to  make  ourselves  masters  of  the  landing 
place,  as  «re  were  not  certain  what  opposition  might  be 
ninde  by  the  Indians  on  the  island  :  We  landed  without 
difficulty,  for  the  Indians  having  perceived,  by  our  seizure 
of  the  bark  the  night  before,  that  we  were  enemies,  they 
immediately  fled  into  the  woody  parts  of  the  island*  We 
found  on  snore  many  huts  which  they  had  inhabited,  and 
which  saved  us  both  the  time  and  trouble  of  erecting  tents; 
one  of  these  huts  which  the  Indians  made  use  of  for  a  store* 
liouse  was  very  large^  being  twenty  yards  long,  and  fifteen 
broad ;  this  we  immediately  cleared  of  some  bales  of  jerked 
beef,  which  we  found  in  it,  and  converted  it  into  an  hospi- 
tal for  our  sick,  who  as  soon  as  the  place  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive them  were  brought  on  shore,  being  in  all  a  hundred 
and  twenty-eight :  Numbers  of  these  were  so  very  helpless 
thftt  we  were  obliged  to  carry  them  from  the  boats  to  the 
hospital  upon  our  shoulders,  in  which  humane  employment 
(as  before  at  Juan  Fernandes)  the  commodore  himself,  and 
every  one  of  his  officers,  were  engaged  without  distinction; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  great  debility  and  the  dying  aspects 
of  the  greatest  part  of  our  sick,  it  is  almost  incredible  how 
soort  they  began  to  feel  the  salutary  influence  of  the  land  ; 
for,  though  we  buried  twenty-one  men  on  this  and  the  pro- 
ceed ing  day,  yet  we  did  not  lose  above  ten  men  more  du- 
ring our  whole  two  months  stay  here;  and  in  general,  our 
diseased  received  so  much  benefit  from  the  fruits  of  the 
island,  particularly  the  fruits  ot  the  acid  kind,  that,  in  n 
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week's  time,  there  were  but  few  who  were  not  so  far  reco- 
vered, as  to  be  able  to  move  about  without  help.* 

Whilst  we  were  employed  in  the  removal  or  our  sick  on 
shore,  four  of  the  Inoians,  being  part  of  the  Spanish  ser- 
\  jeunt's  detachment,  came  and  surrendered  themselves  to 

IIS,  so  that  with  those  we  took  in  the  proa,  we  had  now 
ei^ht  of  them  in  our  custody.  One  of  the  four,  who  sub- 
mitted, undertook  to  show  us  the  most  convenient  place 
for  killing  cattle,  and  two  of  our  men  were  ordered  to  at- 
tend him  on  that  service ;  but  one  of  them  unwarily  trusting 
the  Indian  with  his  firelock  and  pistol,  the  Indian  escapel 
with  them  into  the  woods :  His  countrymen,  who  remained 
behind,  were  apprehensive  of  suiferingr  for  this  perfidy  of 
their  comrade,  and  therefore  begged  leave  to  send  one  of 
their  own  party  into  the  country,  who  they  engaffed  should 
both  bring  back  the  arms,  and  persuade  the  whole  detach- 
ment from  Guam  to  submit  to  us*  The  commodore  granted 
their  request;  and  one  of  them  was  dispatched  on  this 
errand,  who  returned  next  day,  and  brougnt  back  .the  fire- 
lock and  pistol,  but  assured  us,  he  had  met  with  them  in  a 
path-way  in  the  wood,  and  protested  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  meet  with  any  one  of  his  countrymen  :  This  report 
had  so  little  the  air  of  truth,  that  we  suspected  there  was 
some  treachery  carrying  on,  and  therefore,  to  prevent  any 
future  communication  amongst  them,  we  immediately  or- 
dered all  the  Indians  who  were  in  our  power  on  board  the 
ship,  and  did  not  permit  them  to  return  any  more  on  shore. 

When  our  sick  were  well  settled  on  the  island,  we  em- 
ployed all  the  hands  that  could  be  spared  from  attending 
them)  in  armjng  the  cables  with  a  good  rounding,  several 
fathom  from  the  anchor,  to  secure  them  from  being  rubbed 
by  the  coral  rocks,  which  here  abounded :  And  this  being 
completed,  our  next  attention  was  our  leak,  and  in  order  to 
raise  il  out  of  water,  we,  on  the  first  of  September,  began  to 
get  the  guns  aft  to  bring  the  ship  by  the  stem ;  and  now 
the  carpenters,  being  able  to  come  at  it  on  the  outside,  rip- 
ped off  the  old  sheathing  that  was  left,  and  caulked  all  the 
seams  on  both  sides  the  cutrwater,  and  leaded  them  over, 
and  then  new-sheathed  the  bows  to  the  surface  of  the  wa- 
ter :  By  this  means  we  conceived  the  defect  was  sufficiently 

secured ; 

~  The  description  of  thib  beautiful  ieland ,  nnd  its  niost  desirable  produc- 
tions, is  deferred  till  we  come  to  the  voyage  of  Commodore  B>ron,  who 
visited  It  in  1765.— £. 
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Rcurnd;  but  upon  our  beginning  to  bring  the  guns  into 
their  placet,  we  had  the  mortification  to  perceive,  that  the 
water  rushed  into  the  ship  in  the  old  place,  with  ai  much 
violence  at  ever :  Hereupon  we  were  neceuitated  to  betfin 
again ;  and  that  our  tecond  attempt  might  be  more  eflec- 
tual,  we'citered  the  fore  store-room,  and  sent  a  hundred 
and  thirty  barrels  oF  powder  ou  board  the  small  Spanish 
bark  we  had  seized  here,  by  which  means  we  raised  the 
ship  about  three  feet  cut  of  the  water  forwards,  and  the 
caipfntert  ripped  off  the  sheathing  lower  down,  and  new 
caulked  all  the  seams,  and  afterwards  laid  on  new  sheath- 
ing ;  and  then,  supposing  the  leak  to  be  effectually  stopped^' 
we  began  to  move  the  guns  forwards ;  but  the  Upper  deck 
|;uns  were  scarcely  in  their  placet,  when,  to  our  amazeihent, 
Jt  burst  out  again ;  and  now,  at  we  durst  not  cut  away  the 
lining  within  board,  lest  a  bnt-end  or  a  plank  might  start,' 
and  we  might  go  down  immediately,  we  had  no  other  re- 
source left  than  chincing  and  caulking  within  board;  and 
indeed  by  this  means  the  leak  was  stopped  for  some  tin.e ; 
but  when  our  ffuns  were  all  in  their  places,  and  our  stores 
were  taken  on  board,  the  water  again  forced  its  way  through 
a  hole  in  the  stem,  where  one  of  the  bolts  was  driven  in ; 
and  on  thii  we  desisted  from  all  farther  efforts,  being  now 
well  assured,  that  the  defect  was  in  the  stem  itself^  and 
that  it  was  not  to  be  remedied  till  we  should  have  an  op. 
porUinity  of  heaving  down. 

Towards  the  middle  of  September,  several  of  our  sick 
were  tolerably  recovered  by  their  residence  on  shore  ;  and, 
on  the  ISth  of  September,  all  those  who  were  so  far  relie- 
ved, since  their  arrival,  as  to  be  capable  of  doing  duty, 
were  sent  on  board  the  ship:  And  then  the  commodore, 
who  was  himself  ill  of  the  scurvy,  had  a  tent  erected  for 
him  on  shore,  where  he  went  with  the  view  of  staying  a 
few  days  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  being  convinced, 
by  the  general  experience  of  his  people,  that  mo  other  me- 
thpd  but  living  on  the  land  was  to  be  trusted  io  f Vji  the  re- 
moval of  this  dreadful  malady.  The  place,  wUcie  bis  tent 
was  pitched  on  this  occasion,  was  near  the  weii,  whence  we 
got  all  our  water,  and  was  indeed  a  most  elegant  spot. 

Aa  the  crew  on  board  were  now  reinforced  by  the  reco- 
vered hands  returned  from  the  island,  we  began  to  send  our 
cask  on  shore  to  be  fitted  up,  which  till  now  could  not  be 
done,  for  the  coopers  were  not  well  enough  to  work.     We 
l^'  i^y  .      ^.^  likewise 
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likewise  weighed  our  anchors,  that  we  might  examine  our 
cables,  which  we  suspected  had  by  this  time  received  con- 
siderable damage.  And  as  the  new  moon  was  now  approach* 
ing,  when  we  apprehended  violent  gales,  the  commodore, 
lor  our  greater  security,  ordered  that  part  of  the  cables  next 
to  the  anchors  to  be  armed  with  the  chains  of  the  fire- 
grapnels  ;  and  tticy  were  besides  cackled  twenty  fathom 
from  the  anchors,  and  seven  fathom  from  the  service,  with 
a  good  rounding  of  a  44  inch  hawser ;  and  to  all  these  pre- 
cautions we  added  that  of  lowering  the  main  and  fore-yard 
close  down,  that  in  cnae  of  blowing  weather  the  wind  might 
have  less  power  upon  the  ship,  to  make  her  ride  a  strain. 

Thus  efbotually  prepared,  as  we  conceived,  we  expected 
the  new  moon,  which  was  the  18th  of  September,  and  ri- 
ding safe  that  and  the  three  succeeding  days,  (though  the 
weather  proved  very  squally  and  uncertam)  we  fluttered  our- 
selves (for  I  was  then  on  board)  that  the  prudence  of  our 
measures  had  secured  us  from  all  accidents ;  bat,  oa  the 
22d,  the  wind  blew  from  the  eastward  with  suob  fury,  that 
we  soon  despaired  of  riding  out  the  storm  ;  and  therefore 
we  should  have  been  extremely  glad  that  the  commodore 
and  the  rest  of  our  people  on  shore,  which  were  the  great« 
est  part  of  our  hands,  had  been  on  board  with  us,  since  our 
only  hopes  of  safety  seemed  to  depend  on  our  putting  im* 
mediately  to  sea;  but  all  communication  with  the  shore 
was  now  effectualiy  cut  oiF,  for  there  was  no  possibihiy  that 
a  boat  could  live,  so  that  we  were  necessitated  to  ride  it  out, 
till  our  cables  parted.  Indeed  it  was  not  long  before  this 
happened,  for  the  small  bower  parted  at  five  in  the  after* 
noon,  and  the  ship  swung  off  to  the  best  bower ;  aad  as  the 
night  came  on,  the  violence  of  the  wind  still  increased ;  but 
notwithstanding  its  inexpressible  fury,  the  tide  ran  with  so 
much  rapidity,  as  to  prevail  over  it ;  for  the  tide  having  set 
to  the  northward  iu  the  beginning  of  the  storm,  turned  sud- 
denly to  the  southward  about  six  m  the  evening,  and  forced 
the  ship  l>efore  it  in  despight  of  the  storm,  which  blew  up- 
on the  beam  :  And  now  the  sea  broke  most  surprisingly  all 
round  us,  and  a  large  tumbling  swell  threatened  to  poop  usj 
the  lung-boat,  which  was  at  this  time  moored  a-stem,  was  on 
a  sudden  canted  so  high,  that  it  broke  the  transom  of  the 
coaimodore's  gallery,  whose  cabin  was  on  the  quarter-deck, 
and  would  doubtless  have  risen  as  high  as  the  tafferel,  had 
it  not  been  for  this  stroke  which  stove  the  boat  all  to  pieces; 

but 
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r,  bf  wUch  akme  «•  iod«*  parted.  Otr  iImH- 
vUdi  wm  th«  aoiy  aim  w«  had  left,  vw  iaMaallj 
tfkm  hom\  bat  btCowkaooM  iMoh  the  bottsai. 
w  ime  iWf«a  ftmn  tiwmty4wo  into  tbfartj^iva  firtfaom } 
and  after  wa  bad  irteitd  awaj  oaa  wbok  cabli^  and  two* 
tbtfdi  of  anolbar,  w«  aoald  not  ind  groand  with  dxtj  fib- 
thoM  of  Kao  t  This  was  a  plain  iodkalion,  that  tba  anehor' 
\vf  naar  tha  edge  of  Ibo  bank,  and  coald  not  hold  oi.  In 
thii  prmfaif  danctr,  Mr  Saaaaica,  oar  fint  lieatenaat« 
nho  noir  coainMnaad  on  board,  ordeiad  wvenl  guns  to  ha 
jRrad,  and  Ugbta  l»  bo  Aown^aa  a  signal  to  the  commodom 
of  our  dbCrass}  and  in  a  shorl  time  after,  U  beiag  then 
aboni  one  o^oloeb,  and  the  niaht  excessively  dark,  a  Strang 
gOst.  attended  arith  rain  ana  liahtaing,  lurove  us  off  the 
bank,  and  foroed  us  out  to  sea,  leayiag  behind  us,  on  the 
isbnd,  lir  Anseo,  with  asan^  more  of  onr  oflicers^  and 

5 real  part  of  our  eiew,  aaioanliag  in  the  whole  to  an  hun- 
ced  and  thirteen  persons.  Thus  were  we  all,  both  at  sea 
and  on  shor^  redaced  to  the  atmost  Hespair  by  this  eates- 
tropbe,  thoao  oa  shore  eonceiving  they  had  no  means  left 
than  ever  to  leave  the  island^  aiuL  wa  on  board  utterly  un« 
psepaved  tostragi^  with  the  ftuy  of  the  seas  and  winds  we 
weve  now  exposed  to,  and  expecting  each  moment  to  be 
our  list« 
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Tbx  storfli,  whieh  drewe  the  Centurion  to  sea,  blew  with 
too  mach  tarbolence  to  permit  either  the  conunodore  or 
any  of  the  people  on  shore  hearing  the  guns,  which  she  fired 
as  signals  of  distress ;  and  the  ncquent  glare  of  the  lighU 
nine  had  paevented  the  ex|do8ions  from  being  observed  t 
So  tm^  when  at  day-break,  it  was  perceived  from  the  shore 
Aat  the  ship  was  missing,  there  was  the  utmost  constenm» 
tton  amongst  them  t  For  much  the  greatest  part  of  theov 
immediate^  concluded  that  she  was  lost,  and  entreated  the 
commodore  that  ^te  boat  might  be  imt  round  the  island  to 
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look  for  the  wreck ;  and  thoae  who  believed  her  •aie',  had 
scarcely  any  expectation  that  she  would  ever  be -able  to 
make  the  island  again  :  For  the-  wind  continued  to  blow 
strong  at  eaat>  and  they  knew  how  poorly  she  was  manned 
and  provided  for  struggling  with  so  tempeatnotM  a  gtde. 
And  if  >the  Centurion  was  lost,  or  should  be  incapable  of  re* 
turning,  there  appeared  no  possibility  of  their  ever  getting 
off  the  island  :  For  they  wer6  at  least  sixhundred  leagues 
from  Maeao;  which' was  their  nearest  port;  and  they -were 
masters  of  no  other  vessel  than  the  small  Spanish  l>ark>  of 
about  fifteen  tun,  which  they  seized  at  their  urst  arrival,  and 
which'  would  not  even  hold  a  fourth  part  of  their  number : 
And  the  chance  of  their  being  taken  off  the  island  by  the 
casual  arrival  of  any  ship  was  altogether  de»perate ;  as  per- 
haps Ao  European  ship  nad  ever  anchored  here  beforehand 
it  were  madness  <!xpect  that  lik&  incidents  should  send 
another  in  an  t-  i  ired  i^es  to  come :  So  that  their  despond- 
ing thoughts  could  only  suggest  to  them  the  melancholy 
prospect  of  spending  the  remainder  of  their  days  on  this 
island,  and  bidding  udicu  for  ever  to  their  country,  their 
friends,  their  families,  and  all  their  domestic  endearments. 

Nor  was  this  the  worst  they  had  to  fear :  For  they  had 
reason  to  expect,  that  the  governor  of  Guam,  when  he 
should  be  informed  of  their  situation,  might  send  a  force 
sufficient  to  overpower  them,  and  to  remove  theiii  to  that 
island ;  and  then,  the  most  favourable  treatment  they  could 
hope  for  would  be  to  be  detained  prisoners  for  life  ;  since, 
from  the  known  policy  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  in 
their  distant  settlement,  it  was  rather  to  be  expected,  that 
the  governor,  if  he  once  bad  them  in  his  power,  would 
make  their  want  of  commissions  Call  of  them  beineon  board 
the  Centurion)  a  pretext  for  treating  them,  as  pirates,  and 
for  depriving  them  of  their  lives  with  infamy. 

In  the  midst  of  these  gloomy  reflections,  Mr  Anson  had 
his  share  of  disquietude;  but  lie  kept  up  his  usual  compo- 
sure and  steadiness :  And  having  soon  projected  a  scheme 
tor  extricating  himself  and  his  men  from  their  present  an- 
xious situation,  he  first  communicated  it  to  some  of  the 
most  intelligent ;  and  being  satisfied  that  it  was  practica- 
able,  he  then  endeavoured  to  animate  his  people  to  a  speedy 
and  vigorous  prosecution  of  it.  With  this  view  he  repre- 
sented to  them,  how  little  foundation  there  was-for  their  ap- 
prehensions of  the  Centurion's  being  lost :  That- he  should 
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hove  hoped,  they  had  been  all  of  them.'  better  acquainted 
with  tea-aflaira,  than  to  give  way  to  the  impression  of  40- 
chimerical  a  fright ;  and  that  he  doubted  not»  if  they  would ' 
seriously  consider  what  such  a  ship  was  capable  of  endnring, 
they  would  ooafcss  that  there  was. not  the  least  probability, 
of  bev  having'  peqshed :  That  he  waS'  not  without  hopes  that 
she  might  return  in  a  few  days;   but  if  she.  did  not,  the! 
worst  tnat  could  be  supposed  was,  that  she  was  driven  so 
far  to  the  leeward  of  the  island  that  she  could  not  regain 
it,  and  that  she  would  consequently  be  obliged  to  bear  away . 
for  Macao  on  the  coast  of  China :  That  as  it  was  necessary 
to  be  prepared  against  all  events,  he  bad,  in  this  case^  con- 
sidered or  a  method  of  carrying  them  off  the  island,  and , 
joining  their  old  ship  the  Centurion  again  at  Macao :  That' 
this  method  was  to  hale  the  Spanish  bark  on  8bore>  to  saw 
her  asunder,  and  to.liengthen  her  twelve  feet,  which  would^ 
enlarge  her  to  near  forty  tun  burthen,  and  would  enable  her' 
to  carry  them  all  to  China :  That  he  had  consulted  the  car* 
penters,  and  they  had  agreed  that  this  proposal  was  very 
feasible,  and  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  execute  it,  but^ 
the  united  resolution  and  industry  of  the  whole  body :  He; 
added,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would*  share  the  fatigue  and 
labour  with  them,  rad  would  expect  no  more  from  any  maa 
than  what  he  himself  w;as  ready  to  submit  to ;  he  conctu4 
dedivith  representing  to  them  the  importance  of  saving  time; 
and  that,  in  order  to  be  the  better  prepared  for  all  events, 
it  was  necessary  to  set  to  work  immediately,,  and  to  take  it 
foir  granted,  that  the  Centurion  would  not  be  able  to  put 
back  (which  was  indeed  the  commodore's  .secret  (pinion ;) 
since,  if  she  did  return,  they  should  only  throw  away  a  fevr 
days  application ;  but,  if  bhe  did  not,  tlieir  situation,  and  the 
season  of  the  year,  required  tlieir  utmost  dispatch. 

These  remonstrances,  though  not  without  effect,  did  not 
immediately  operate  so  powerfully  as  Mr  Anson  wished :  He 
indeed  raised  iheir  spirits,  by  sBowin^  them  the  possibility 
of  their  getting  away,  of  which  they  had  before  despaired ; 
but  then,  from  their  confidence  of  this  resource,  they  grew 
less  apprehensive  of  Iheir  situation,  gave  a  greater  scope  to 
t^eir  hqpest  and  flattered  themselves  that  the  Centurion 
would  return  and  prevent  the  execution  of  the  commodore's 
scheme,  which  tiiey  could  easily  foresee  would  be  a  work  of 
considerable  labour  By  thU  means,  it  was  some  days  be- 
fore t^cy  were  all  of  thein  heartily  engaged  in  the  projisct; 
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btti  al  loiti  bring  in  eeneral  convinced  of  the  inpoMAbUhn^ 
of  the  ship's  retara»  they  set  themseltes  zealously  lo  the  dif«^ , 
fercBt  teilu  allotted  them,  and  were  as  indostrions  and  at' 
ea^r  as  their  commatider  could  desire,  punctnally  ascem- 
blm^  at  day-break  at  the  rendezvous,  whence  't&ey  were 
distnbnted  to  their  diiferent  em|doyment8»  which  they  foU' 
lowed  with  unusual  vigour  till  night  came  on. 

And  here  I  must  iniermpt  the  course  of  thin  tmsaction 
foe  a  moment,  to  relate  an  incident  which  for  some  time 
gave  Mr  Anson  more  concern  than  all  the  preceding  disas- 
ters. A  few  days  after  the  ship  was  driven  off,  some  of  the 
people  on  shore  cried  out,  A  sail.  This  spread  a^  general 
joy,  every  one  snmMsing  that  it  was  the  ship  returning ;  but 
presently  a  second  sail  was  descried,  which  quite  destroved 
their  comecture,  and  made  it  difficult  to  guess  what  they 
were.  The  commodore  eagerly  turned  his  glass  towards 
them,  and  saw  they  were  two  boats ;  on  which  it  immedi- 
ately occurred  to  him  that  the  CSenturion  was  gone  to  the 
bottom,  and  that  these  were  her  two  boats  coming  back 
with  the  remains  of  her  people ;  and  this  sudden  and  unex- 
pected suggestion  wrought  on  him  so  powerfully,  that,  to 
conceal  his  emotion,  he  was  obliged  (without  speaking  to 
j^ny  one)  instantly  to  retire  to  his  tent,  where  he  past  some 
bitter  moments,  in  the  firm  belief  that  the  ship  was  lost,  and 
that  now  all  his  views  of  farther  distressing  the  enemy,  and. 
of  still  signalizing  his  expedition  by  some  important  exploit, 
were  at  an  end. 

But  he  was  soon  relieved  from  these  disturbing  thoughts, 
by  discovering  that  the  two  boats  in  the  offing  were  Indian 
proas,  and,  perceiving  that  they  stood  towards  the  shore,  he 
directed  every  appearance  that  could  give  them  any  suspi> 
cion  to  be  removed,  and  concealed  his  people  in  the  adja- 
cent thickets,  prepared  to  secure  the  Indians  when  they 
should  land ;  but,  after  the  proas  had  stood  in  f^n.  .lin  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  land,  they  suddenly  stopt  short,  and  re- 
maining there  motionless  for  near  two  hours,  they  then 
made  sail  again,  and  stood  to  the  southward. — ^To  return  to 
tht  projected  enlargement  of  the  bark. 

If  we  examine  how  they  were  prepared  for  going  through 
with  this  undertaking,  on  which  their  safely  depended,  we 
shall  find,  that,  iu^jependent  of  other  matters  which  were  of 
as  much  importance,  the  lengthening  of  the  bark  alone  was 
attended  with  great  difficulty.    Indeed,  in  a  proper  place, 
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where  all  the  necenary  mBteriah  and  tools  were  to  be  had^ 
the  embarraaament  would  have  been  much  leia;  but  tome  (tf 
these  tools  were  to  be  made,  and  many  «f  the  materials  were 
wanting;  and  it  required  no  small  degvee  of  kiMntion  to 
■apply  all  these  deficieoces.  And  when  the  hull  pf  the  bark 
should  b^  completed,  this  was  bnt  one  article ;  and  there 
were  many  others  of  equal  weight,  whidi  were  to  be  well 
considered :  These  were  the  rigging  it,  the  viclnalling  it, 
and,  lastly,  the  navigating  it,  for  the  space  of  six  or  seven 
Jinndred  leagues,  through  unknown  seas,  where  no  one  of 
the  company  had  ever  passed  before.  In  some  of  these 
particulars  such  obstacles  occurred,  that,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  very  extraordinary  and  unexpected  accidents,  tdie 
possibility  of  the  whole  enterprise  would  have  fiallen  to  the 

Eovud,  and  their  utmost  industry  and  efibrts  must  have 
en  fruitless.  Of  all  these  circumstances  I  shall  make  a 
short  recital. 

It  fortanately  happened  that  the  carpenters,  both  of 
the  Gloucester  and  of  the  Tryal,  with  their  chests  of  tools, 
were  on  shore  when  the  ship  drove  out  to  sea ;  the  amitb, 
too,  was  on  diore,  and  had  with  him  his  forge  and  some 
tools,  but  unhappily  his  bellows  had  not  been  brougkt  from 
on  board,  so  that  he  was  incapable  of  working,  and  without 
his  assistence  diey  could  not  nope  to  proceed  with  their  de- 
sign ;  their  first  attention,  therefore,  was  to  make  him  n  pair 
of  bellows,  but  in  this  they  were  for  some  time  puzzled,  by 
their  want  of  leather ;  however,  as  they  had  hioes  in  suffi- 
cient plenty,  and  they  had  found  a  hogshead  of  lime,  which 
the  Indians  or  Spaniards  had  prepai.-  >  for  their  own  use, 
they  tanned  some  hides  with  this  lime;  and  though  we  may 
suppose  the  workmanship  to  be  bnt  inctifferent,  yet  the  Iea<^ 
ther  they  thus  made  served  tolerably  well,  and  the  bellows 
(to  which  a  gun-barrel  served  for  a  pipe)  had  no  other  in- 
convenience than  that  of  beiii%  JoraeM'hat  strong-scented 
from  the  imperfection  of  the  tanner's  work. 

Whilst  the  smith  was  preparing  the  necessary  iron  work, 
ethers  were  employed  in  cutting  down  trees,  and  sawing 
them  into  plank,  and  this  being  the  most  laborious  task, 
the  commodore  himself  wrought  at  it  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  his  people.  As  there  were  neither  blocks  nor  cord- 
age sufficient  for  tackles  to  hale  the  bark  on  shore,  it  was 
proposed  to  get  her  up  on  rollers  ^  and  for  these  the  body 
of  the  cocoa-nut  tree  was  extremely  useful,  for  its  emooth- 
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hess  and  (Circular  turn  prevented  much  labouri  andfitted  it  for 
the  purpk»e  with  very  little  workmaiiship ;  many  of  these  trees 
were  therefore  f6lka>  and' the  ends  ofthem  properly  open- 
ed for  the  reception  of  hand-spikes ;  fnd  in  the  mean  time 
a  dry  dbck  was  dug  for  the  bark,  and  ways  laid  from  theooe 
quite  into  the  sea  lo  facilitate  the  bringfing  her  up.  Besides 
those  who  were  thus  occupied  i^  preparing  measures  for  the 
future  enlargement  of  the  bark,  a  party  was  constantly -or- 
dered for  the  killing  and  preparing  of  provision*  for  the  rest : 
^nd  though  in  these  various  employments,  some  of  which 
demanded  considerable  dexterity,  it  might  have  been  ex^- 
pebted  there  would  have  been  great  confusion  and' delay, 
y^t  good  order  being  once  established,  and  all  hands  ehg<»- 
ged,  their  preparations  advanced  apace.  Indeed,  the  com^ 
jnon  men,  I  presume,  were  not  the  less  tractable  for  their 
"want  of  spirituous  liquors ;  for,  there  being  neither  wine  nor 
brandy  on  shor-,  the  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut  was  their  con- 
stant dirink;  And  this,  though  eKlremely  pleasaink,  was  not  at 
ail  intoxicating,  but  kept  them  very  cool  and  orderly. 
,d:  And  now  the  officers  began  to  consider  of  all  the  articles 
necessary  for  the  fitting  out  the  burk ;  when  it  was  found, 
that  the  tents  on  shore,  and  the  spare  cordage  accidentally 
left  there  by  the  Centurion,  together  with. the  sails  and  rig- 
ging already  belonging  to  the  bark,  would  serve  to  rig  her 
indiifcrently  well,  when  she  was  lengthened.  As  they  had 
tallow;  in  plenty,  tbey  proposed  to  pay  her  bottom  with  a 
mixture  of  tallow  and  lime,  which  it  was  known  was  well 
adapted  to  that  purpose  ;  so  that  with  respect  to  her  equip- 
ment, she  would  not  have  been  vei'y  de  lective.  There  was, 
however,  one  exception, which  would  have  proved  extreme- 
ly inconvenient,  and  that  was  her  size ;  for  as  they  could 
not  make  her  quite  forty  tun  burthen,  she  would  hav*;  been 
incapable  of  containing  half  the  crew  below  the  deck,  and 
must  have  been  so  top-heavy,  that  if  they  were  nil  at  the 
same  time  on  deck,  there  would  be  no  small  hazard  of  ht^r 
oversetting ;  but  this  was  a  dithculty  not  to  be  removed,  as 
they  could  not  augment  her  beyond  the  size  already  pro- 
posed. After  the  manner  of  rigging  and  fitting  up  the  bask 
was  considered  and  regulated,  the  next  essential  point  to  be 
thought  on  was,  how  to  procure  a  sufficient  stoek  of  provi- 
sions for  their  voyage ;  and  here  they  were  greatly  ab  a  loss 
what  course  to  take;  fior  they  had  neither  grain  nor  bread 
of  any  kind  on  shore,  their  bread-fruit,  which  would  not 
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keep  «t  aeai  hayiqg  all  along  supplied  its  place ;  and  though 
they  had  live  cattle  enougti,  yet  they  had  no  salt  to  cure 
beef  for.  a  seapstore,  nor  would  meat  take  salt  in  that  cli- 
niate.,  Indeed,  they  had  preserved  a  smrtU  quantity  of 
jerked  beef,  which  they  found  upon  the  place  at  their  land* 
ing ,  but  this  was  greatly  disproportioned  to  ,the  run  of  near 
six. hundred  leagues,  which  ihey  were  to  en;^age  in,  and  to 
the  .number  of  hands  they  should  have  on  board.  It  was  at 
last,  however,  resolved  to  teke  on  board  as  many  cocoa-nuts 
as  they  possibly  could;  to  make  the  most  of  their  jerked 
beef,  by  a  very  sparing  distribution  of  it,  and  to  endeavour 
to  supply  their  want  of  bread  by  rice ;  to  furnish  themselyes 
with  which,  it  was  proposed,  when  the  bark  was  fitted  up, 
to  make  an  expcdilion  to  the  island  of  Rota,  where  they 
were  told  that  the  Spaniards  had  lurge  plantations  of  rice 
under  the  care  of  the  Indian  inhabitants :  But  as  this  last 
measure  was  to  be  executed  by  force,  it  became  necessary 
to  examine  what  ammunition  had  been  left  on  shore,  and 
to  preserve  it  carefully ;  and  on  this  enquiry,  they  had  the 
mortification  to  find,  that  the  utmost  that  could  be  collects 
ed,  by  the  strictest  search,  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
ninety  charges  of  powder  for  their  firelocks,  which  was  con- 
siderably short  of  one  a-piece  for  each  of  the  company,  and 
was  indeed  a  very  slender  stock  of  ammunition,  for  suchvis 
^vere  to  eat  no  grain  or  bread  for  a  month,  but  what  they 
were  to  procure  by  force  of  anus. 

But  the  most  alarming  circumstance,  and  what,  without 
the  providential  interposition  of  very  improbable  eyents,;had 
rendered  all  th.'ir  schemes  abortive,  remains  yet  to.be  rela- 
ted. The  general  idea  of  the  fabric  and  equipment  of  the 
\  :sscl  was  settled  in  a  few  days,  and  when  this  ,was  done,  it 
wats  not  difiicult  to  make  some  estimation  of  the  time  ne- 
cessary to  complete  her.  After  this,  it  was  natural  to  expect 
that  the  officers  would  consider  on  the  course  they  were  to 
steer,  and  tii?  land  they  were  to  make.  These  reflections 
led  them  to  the  disheartening  discovery,  that  there  was  nei-^ 
tber  compass  nor  quadrant  on  the  island.  Indeed,  the  com- 
modore had  brought  a  pocket  compass  on  shore  for  his  own 
use,  but  Lieutenant  Brett  had  borrowed  it  to  determine  the 
P'Tuilion  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  he  had  been  dri- 
ven to  sea  in  ihe.  Centurion,  without  returning  it ;  and  as  to 
a  quadrant,  that  could  not  be.  expected  to  be  found  on 
shore,  foi  ns  it  was  of  no  use  at  land,  tlieie  could  beno  reai 
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fon  for  briiupaff  it  Irom  on  boand  the  ihiD*  It  was  c^(ht 
cjft^i,  Irom  too  cwfMirtoiie  of  the  Centurion,  oefore  they  wj^re 
fdwvad  from  this  terriye  pecplexibr !  At  l«st,«n  rammagntt 
a  cheat  belonging  to  the  Spuiith  hark,  tfaej  found  a  muXi 
«ompa«,  whioi,  though  little  better  than  the  tojw  asually 
made  for  the  amusement  of  school-bovt«  waa  to  them  an  in* 
valuable  treasure.  And  a  few  dttjB  after,  by  a  Mmilar  piece 
of  ffood  fortune,  they  found  a  quadrant  on  the  aeaHtnore, 
which  had  boen  thrown  orerboavd  amongst  other  lomber 
belongmff  to  the  dead :  The  quadrant  was  ea^ly  seised, 
but  it  noluckily  wanted  vanes,  and  tbevelbre,  in  its  present 
•tate,  was  altogether  useless ;  however,  fortuae  still  coDtkwi- 
ing  in  a  favourable  mood,  it  was  not  long  before  a  pemon, 
oat  of  cnriositj,  {railing  out  the  draw/*  r  of  an  old  table,  which 
had  been  driven  on  more,  found  tocue  vanes,  which  fitted 
the  quadrant  very  well ;  and  it  being  thus  completed,  it  was 
examined  by  the  known  latitude  of  the  place,  «md  found  to 
answer  to  a  tuflUaent  decree  of  exactness. 

All  these  obstacles  bemg  in  some  degree  removod  <which 
were  always  as  much  as  possible  concealed  from  the  vulgar, 
that  Aey  might  not  grow  remiss  with  the  apprehension  of 
labouring  to  no  purpose,)  the  vnttk  proceeded  very  success- 
fully and  vigorously :  The  hecessarv  iron-work  was  in  great 
forwardness ;  and  the  timbers  and  planks  (which,  though  not 
the  most  exquisite  performances  of  the  sawyer's  art,  were 
yet  sufficient  for  the  purpose,)  were  all  prepared ;  so  that  on 
the  6th  of  October,  being  the  14th  day  from  the  departure 
of  the  ship,  they  Iwled  um  bark  on  shore,  and,  on  the  two 
succeeding  days,  she  was  sawn  asunder  (though  with  great 
care  not  to  cut  her  planks,)  and  her  two  parts  were  separa- 
ted the  proper  distance  from  each  other,  and,  the  materials 
being  all  ready  before-hand,  they,  the  next  day,  being  the 
9th  of  October,  went  on  with  ereat  dispatch  in  their  pro- 
posed enlargement  of  her;  and  by  this  time  they  hao  all 
their  future  operations  so  fairly  in  view,  and  were  so  much 
masters  of  them,  that  they  were  able  to  determine  when  the 
whole  would  be  finished,  and  had  accordingly  fixed  the  5tii 
of  November  for  the  day  of  their  putting  to  sea.  But  their 
projects  and  labours  were  'rawing  to  a  speedier  and  bap- 
pier  conclusion ;  for  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  in  the  after- 
noon, <me  of  the  Gbucester's  men,  being  upon  a  hill  in  the 
middle  of  the  island,  perceived  the  Centurion  at  a  distance, 
and  running  down  with  his  utmost  speed  towards  the  land- 
ing-place, 
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inff-plaoe,  he,  in  the  way,  law  soso  of  )iif  Goinrei2c2«  to 
whoa  he  hallooed  out  with  extacy.  The  ahip,  the  Aip ! 
This  heing  beard  bv  Mr  Gordon,  a  lientenaot  of  marinei, 
who  was  convinced  by  tlie  fellow's  transport  that  his  report 
was  true,  Mr  Gordon  ran  towards  the  place  where  the  com- 
modore and  his  people  were  at  work,  and  being  fresh  and 
in  breath,  easily  outstripped  the  Gloncester's  man,  and  got 
before  him  to  the  commodore,  who,  on  hearing  this  happy 
and  unexpected  news,  threw  down  hu  axe  with  which  he 
was  then  at  work,  and  by  his  joy  broke  through,  for  the  first 
time,  the  equable  and  unvaried  character  which  he  had  hi- 
therto preserved ;  the  others,  who  were  with  him,  instantly 
ran  down  to  the  8e»-side  in  a  kind  of  frenzy,  eager  to  feast 
themselves  with  a  sight  they  had  so  ardently  wished  for, 
and  of  which  they  had  now  for  a  considerable  time  despair- 
ed. By  five  in  the  evening  the  Centurion  was  visible  in  the 
offing  to  them  all ;  and,  a  ooat  being  sent  off  with  eighteen 
men  to  reinforce  her,  and  with  fresh  meat  and  frmts  for 
the  refreshment  of  her  crew,  she,  the  next  afternoon,  hap- 
pily came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road,  when  the  commodore 
immediately  went  on  board,  and  was  received  with  the  sin- 
cerest  and  heartiest  acclamations :  For,  from  the  foll^wing 
short  recital  of  the  fears,  the  dangers  and  fatigues  we  in  the 
ship  underwent  during  our  nineteen  days  absence  from  Ti- 
nian,  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  a  harbour,  refresh- 
ments, repose,  and  the  joining  of  our  commander  and  ship- 
mates, were  not  less  pleasing  to  us  than  our  return  was  to 
them. 


Sbctiom  XXVII. 

JleeoutU  of  the  Proceedings  on  board  tJie  Centurion  when  dri- 
ven out  to  Sea. 

Thb  Centurion  being  now  once  more  safely  arrived  ai 
Tinian,  to  the  mutual  respite  of  the  labours  of  our  divided 
crew,  it  is  hieh  time  that  the  reader,  after  the  relation  al- 
ready given  of  the  projects  and  employment  of  those  left  on 
shore,  should  be  apprised  of  the  fatigues  and  distresses  to 
which  we,  who  were  driven  off  to  sea,  were  exposed  during 
the  long  interval  of  nineteen  days  that  we  were  absent  from 
the  islaiid. 

It 
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It  has  beco  already  mentioued,  thftt  k  wat  the  9Sd  of 
Seplember>  about  one  o'clock,  in  an  extreme  dark  ma&t*, 
when,  by  thd  unit«d  violence  of  a  prodigious  atorm,  and  an 
exceeding  rattid  tide,  we  were  driven  from  our  anchors  an4 
forced  to  se*!  Our  t^ndition  was  truly  deplorable  ;  we  were 
in  a  Jeaky  ship,  with  three  cables  in  our  hawses,  to  one  of 
which  hung  our  only  temaining  anchor ;  we  had  not  a  gun 
00  board  lashed^  n6r  a  port  barred  iii ;  our  shrowds  were 
Ipo^,  and  our  top-masts  unrigged,  and  we  had  struck  oar 
fore  add  main-yards  close  <lown,  before  the  storm  came  on, 
so  tJiat  there  were  no  sails  we  could  set,  except  our  mizen. 
tn  this  dreadful  extremity  we  could  muster  no  more  strength 
on  board  to  navigate  the  ship,  than  nn  hundred  and  eight 
hatids,  several  negroes  and  Indians  included :  This  wat 
scarcely  the  fourth  part  of  our  complement,  and  of  theso 
the  greater  number  were  either  boys,  or  such  as,  being  late- 
ly recovered  from  the  licurvy,  had  not  yet  arrived  at  half 
their  vigour.  No  sooner  were  we  at  sea,  but  by  the  violence 
of  the  storm,  and  the  working  of  the  ship,  we  made  a  great 
quantity  of  water  through  our  hawse-holes,  ports,  and  scup- 
pers, which,  added  to  the  constant  effect  of  our  leak,  ren- 
dered our  piimps  alone  a  suflicient  eninloyment  for  iis  all : 
But  though  this  leakage,  by  being  a  snort  time  neglected, 
w6uld  inevitably  end  in  our  destruction,  yet  we  had  other 
dangers  then  impending,  which  occasioned  this  to  be  re- 
gftrtidd  as  a  secondary  consideration  only.  For  we  all  ima- 
gined that  we  were  driving  directly  on  the  neighbouring  is- 
land of  Aguiguan,  which  was  about  two  leagues  distant ; 
and  as  we  had  lowered  our  main  and  fore-yards  close  down, 
we  had  no  sails  we  could  set  but  the  mizen,  which  was  alto- 
gether insufficient  to  carry  us  clear  of  this  instant  peril;  we 
therefore  immediately  applied  ourselves  to  work,  endeavour- 
ing, by  the  utmost  of  our  efforts,  to  heave  up  the  main  and 
fore-yards,  in  hopes  that,  if  we  could  but  be  enabled  to  make 
use  of  our  lower  canvass,  we  might  posi-ibly  weather  the  is- 
land, and  thereby  save  ourselves  from  this  impending  ship- 
wreck. But  after  full  three  hours  ineffectual  labour,  the 
jeers  broke,  and  the  men  being  quite  jaded,  we  were  obli- 
ged, by  mere  debility,  to  desist,  and  quietly  to  expect  our 
fate,  wblch  we  then  conceited  to  be  unavoidable:  For  we 
imagined  ourselves  by  this  time  to  be  driven  just  upon  the 
shore,  and  the  night  was  so  extremely  dark,  that  we  expecU 
ed  to  discover  the  island  no  otherwise  than  by  slrikiog  upotji 
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it:  so  that  the  belief  of  our  deitructioD,  and  the  uncertainly 
of  the  point  of  time  when  it  would  take  place,  occasioned 
us  tc  pass  several  hours  under  the  roost  serious  apprehen- 
uons>  that  each  succeeding  moment  would  send  us  to  the  hot* 
torn.  Nor  did  these  continued  terrors  of  instantly  striking 
and  sinking  end  but  with  the  da^-break,  when  tr^,  with  great 
transport,  perceived  that  the  island  we  had  thus  dreaded 
was  at  a  considerable  distance,  and  that  a  strong  northern 
current  had  been  the  cause  of  our  preservation. 

The  turbulent  weather  which  forced  us  from  Tinian,  did 
not  begin  to  abate  till  three  days  after ;  and  then  we  sway^ 
ed  up  tne  fore-yard,  and  began  to  heave  up  the  luain-ynrcl, 
but  the  jeers  broke  and  kilfed  one  of  our  men,  and  prevpnt<k 
ed  us  at  that  time  from  proceeding.  The  next  day,  being 
the  C6th  of  September,  was  a  day  of  must  severe  fatigue  to 
US  all ;  for  it  must  be  remembered,  that  in  these  exigences 
no  rank  or  office  exempted  any  person  from  the  manual. ap- 
plication and  bodily  labour  of  a  common  sailor.  The  busi- 
ness of  this  day  was  no  less  than  an  attempt  to  hcavo  up  the 
sheet-anchor,  which  we  had  hitherto  dragged  at  our  bows 
with  two  cables  an  end.  This  was  a  wiork  of  great  import- 
ance to  our  future  preservation  :  For,  not  to  mention  the 
impediment  to  our  navigation,  and  the  hazard  it  would 
be  to  our  ship,  if  we  attempted  to  make  sail  with  the  an- 
chor in  lis  present  situation,  we  had  this  most  interesting 
consideration  to  aniuiale  us,  that  it  was  the  only  anchor  we 
had  left;  and,  without  securing  it,  we  should  be  under  the 
utmost  difficulties  and  hazards,  whenever  we  made  the  laud 
again ;  and  therefore,  being  all  of  as  fully  apprized  of  the 
consequence  of  this  enterprize,  we  laboured  at  it  with  the 
severest  application  for  full  twelve  hours,  when  we  had  in- 
deed made  a  considerable  progress,  having  brought  the  an- 
chor in  sight;  but,  it  then  growing  dark,  and  we  bein^  ex- 
cessively fatigued,  we  were  obliged  to  desist,  and  to  leave 
our  work  unfinished  till  the  next  morning,  when,  by  the  be- 
nefit of  a  night's  rest,  we  completed  it,  and  hung  the  anchor 
at  our  bow.  ; 

It  was  the  87th  of  September  in  the  morning,  that  is,  five 
days  after  our  departure,  when  we  thus  secured  our  an- 
chor: And  the  same  day  we  got  up  our  main-yard  :  And 
having  now  conquered  in  some  degree  the  distress  and  dis- 
order which  we  were  necessarily  involved  in  at  bur  first  dri- 
ving out  to  sea,  and  being  enabled  to  make  use  of  our  can- 
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vaU;  we  set  onr  connei,  and  for  the  first  time  stood  to  the 
eulward,  ia  hopes  of  regaintog  the  h\fi  <\  of  Tinian,  and 

Sining  our  commodore  in  a  few  days:  P.  me  wera  then, 
r  oar  accounts,  only  forty-aeven  leasues  to  the  sonth-wcat 
Tinian;  so  tUat  on  the  first  day  of  October,  having  then 
run  the  distance  necessary  for  making  the  island  according 
to  our  reckoning,  we  were  in  full  expectation  of  seeing  it; 
liut  we  were  unhappily  disappointed,  and  were  thereby  con" 
vinced  that  a  current  had  driven  us  to  the  westward.  And 
as  we  could  not  judge  how  much  we  might  hereby  have  de- 
viated, an^  consequently  how  lon|^  we  might  still  expect  to 
he  at  sea,  we  had  great  apprehensions  that  our  stock  of  wa- 
ter might  prove  deficient ;  for  we  were  doubtful  about  the 
3uantity  we  had  on  board,  and  found  many  of  our  casks  so 
ecayed,  as  to  be  half  leaked  out.  However,  we  were  de- 
livered from  our  uncertainty  the  next  day  by  having  r  sight 
of  the  island  of  Guam,  by  which  we  discovered  that  the  cur 
rents  had  driven  us  forty-four  leagues  to  the  westward  ot 
onr  accounts.  This  sight  of  land  havinff  satisfied  us  of  our 
situation,  we  kepi  plying;  to  the  eastward,  though  with  ex- 
cessive labour,  for  the  wind  continuing  fixed  in  the  eastern 
hoard,  we  were  obliged  to  tack  often,  and  our  crew  were  so 
weak,  that,  without  the  assistance  of  every  man  on  board, 
t  <« i's  not  in  our  power  to  put  the  ship  about:  This  severe 
6.Ti:p  oyment  lasted  till  the  11th  of  October,  being  the  nine- 
lectvh  day  from  our  departure ;  when,  arriving  in  the  ofiEing 
«>f  Imian,  we  were  reinforced  from  the  shore,  as  hath  been 
»h'-e^y  mentioned ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
to  our  inexpressible  joy,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road, 
thereby  procuring  to  our  shipmates  on  shore,  as  well  as  to 
ourselves,  a  cessation  from  the  fatigues  and  apprehensions 
which  thb  disastrous  incident  had  given  rise  tOt 
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Of  our  Employment  at  Tinian,  till  the  final  Departure  tf  the 
jV  Centurion^  and  of  the  V(^age  to  Macao.* 

Thb  commodore  resolved  to  stay  no  longer  at  the  island 
than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  complete  onr  stock  of  wa- 
ter, 

.  '■'  '  ' 

.  '  The  original  contains  aho  a  description  of  the  Ladrones  (or  Marian 
Islands,  as  they  are  now  usually  called,)  which,  for  a  reason  befwe  mea- 
tioned,  is  omitted. 
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ter,  »  work  which  we  immediately  set  ouraelrei  about  But 
the  loM  of  our  long-bvat,  which  wa»  Btaved  againtt  our 
poop  when  we  were  driven  out  to  sea,  put  us  to  great  in- 
conveniences in  iretting  our  water  on  board :  For  we  were 
obliged  to  raft  on  alt  our  cask>  and  the  tide  ran  so  strong, 
that,  besides  the  frequent  delays  and  difficulties,  it  occasion- 
ed, we  tnore  than  once  lost  the  whole  raft.  Nor  was  this 
our  onlj  misfortune}  for,  on  the  third  day  after  our  arrival, 
a  sudden  gust  of  wind  brought  home  our  anchor,  foiced  us 
off  the  bank,  and  drove  the  sh=  to  sea  a  second  time. 

The  commodore,  it  is  true,  at  ''ncipal  officers,  were 

now  on  board ;  but  we  had  nt  en  on  shore,  who 

had  been  employed  in  filling  -  ad  procuring  pro- 

visions :  These  had  with  them  utters ;  but  as  they 

were  too  many  for  the  cutters  to  brin^  off  at  once,  we  sent 
the  eigh  teen-oared  barge  to  assist  them  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  made  a  signal  for  ^1  that  could  to  embark.  The  Xito 
cutters  soon  came  off  to  us  full  of  men  ;  but  forty  of  the 
company,  who  were  employed  in  killing  cattle  in  the  wood, 
and  in  bringing  them  down  to  the  landing-place,  were  left 
behind ;  and  though  the  eighteen-oared  barge  was  left  for 
their  conveyance,  yet,  as  the  slii^  soon  drove  to  a  consider- 
able distance,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  join  us.  However, 
as  the  weather  was  favourable,  and  our  crew  was  now 
stronffer  than  when  we  were  first  driven  out,  we,  in  about 
five  days  time,  returned  again  to  an  anchor  at  Tinian,  and 
relieved  those  we  had  left  behind  us  from  their  second  fears 
of  being  deserted  by  their  ship. 

On  our  arrival,  we  found  that  the  Spanish  bark,  the  Old 
object  of  their  hopes,  had  undergone  a  new  metamorpho- 
sis :  For  those  we  had  left  on  shore  began  to  despair  of  our 
return,  and  conceiving  that  the  lengthening  the  bark,  as 
formerly  proposed,  was  both  a  toilsome  and  unnecessary 
measure,  considering  the  small  number  they  consisted  of^ 
they  had  resolved  to  join  her  again,  and  to  restore  her  to 
her  first  state ;  and  in  this  scheme  they  had  made  some  pro- 
gress; for  they  had  brought  the  two  parts  together,  and 
would  have  soon  completed  her,  had  not  our  coming  back 
put  a  period  to  th^ir  labours  and  disquietudes* 

These  people  we  had  left  behind  informed  us,  that,  just 
before  we  were  seen  in  the  offing,  two  proas  haid  stood  in 
very  near  the  shore,  and  had  contmued  there  for  some  time; 
but,  on  the  appearance  of  our  ship,  they  crowded  away, 
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obAm^n  preseiKtly  vat  of  tight.  <■  And^  on  tbn;0<s6aH«D/Jf 
mnal  mentioii  an  incident,  whicb«  though  it  happenttl  oii!^ 
ring  the  6nt  absence  of  the  ship^-was^then  omitlea,  <tO  e^ymd\ 
interrupting  the  eoono  of  the  nancatioq. 

, tit' hath  been  i^ady  dbtervedyihata  paartof  thedetadiF- 
nieat>  sent  to  tins  island  under,  the  command  of  the  Spanish 
ser^eantj  lay  ftonoealed  in  the  woods  i*  andf  we  .were  the  less 
sobcitous  to  £ttd  «lMnl>ont,  as  our  pcisonen  aUjassnraiui^- 
thatil.was  jnqMssible  for  ihcm  tO'get  off^ftnd  cooseqaentlgr' 
tbatin  Waft  impossible  for  them  to  send  any  intelligence  abottt 
us  to  Guam.,  But  when  the  Centurion  drove  out  to  sea>  and 
left  the> commodore  on  rhorc,  he  one  day,  attended  by  some, 
of  his  officers,  endeavoured  to  make  the  tour  of  the.idanids 
In  this  expedition,  being  on  a  rising  ground>^  theyp^efceivcMl 
in  the  valley  beneath  them  the  appearance  of  a  small  thioh« 
et,  which,  by  observing  more  nicely,  they  found  had  n  pro* 
gressive  motion :  This  at  first  surprised  tbein  ^  bat  tib^y  soon 
discovered,  that  it  was  no  more  thansevenl  lai^  cocoa 
bushes,  which  were  dragged  along  the  >gronnd^  bj^pMfons 
confiesfed  beneatli  th^.  lliey-  immediately-  coaclnded 
that  these  were  soitae  of  the  Serjeant's  party  (which  .was;i»»J 
deed  true) ;  and  therefore  the  commodore  and  hisi  people 
made  after  them^  in  hopes  of  6nding  o%i  their  reteeat*  .The 
Indians^  soon  perceived  theywerediseovered^E^andhniried 
away  with ,  precipitation ;  but  Mr  Antion  was.  so  near  tbeoi>«: 
that  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  them  tilltheyarrivedi^ttt  their 
cell,  which  he  and  bis;  offices- eiitermg  found  to ;be.alMUi* 
doned,  there  being  a  passage  from  it  down*. |Hwcipice«Qiii- 
trivled  for  tlie  conveoiency  of  flight.  They  ionndhere^an 
old  firelock  or<twoy  but  no  oUier  arms.  However^  there  was  a 
great  quantity  of  provisions,  particularly  salted,  sparehjibs:  of 
pork,  which  were  excellent ;  and  from  what  our  people  Haw 
liere,  they  concluded,  that  the  extraordinary  appetite^  wbieh 
they  bad  found  at  this  island,  was  not  confined  tp  themn 
selves ;  for,  it  being  about  noon,  the  Indians  .hadil4d0i|it) ft 
very  plentiful  repast  considering  their  numbeiif  mid  bed: 
their  bread-fruit  and  cocoa-nuts  prepand  jread^  forieatiogf 
and  in  a  manner  which  plainly  evinced,  that,  witbtibttn  too^' 
a  good  meal  was  neither  an  uncomttion  nor>  anHunheeded 
article*  'The  commodore  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
discover  the  path  by  which  the  Indians  had  escaped,  he  and 
his  officers  contented  themselves- with-  sittings  down  to  the 
dinner,  wbich-was  thus  luckily  fitted  to  their  present  appfr 

i'  tiles  i 


c HAV^  kTi.  BMv*  xxvnu      CopUun . Jfiti^i 

^takii  afttr  whtcb^  tb^-Mturaed  back '. to  their  oldihebita*^ 
tittD^vdia^lnml  bfe^nnuiiig  theMndluUi\«»  they  bopHl'to 
hww  CMa^^thetti  Ui'bhr  oAnk^i^f  ^fieai^hwef^  had 
aD^  conferaiiioe-iritbrtheo.  <  Bai^  notwithilaiidittg/^^  iMiil> 
paaanen  faadr  aaierted,  we  ^evejafterwardu  'Slirtiredf'.that 
tbeielhdtanvweye  canried  offto  Uvfan  kmg  befbve,  we  left 
the  place.  'J-i^hi 

•.  fCta  oiir  ooming  to  an  anchor- again;  aftci  oar  second<dri- 
ving  off  to  seai  we  laboured  indefatigiabljr  in  geMtog  iniote 
water;  and  havings  by  the  flOth  of  October^-  ooin|MetBd  it 
to  fift^  ituo>. which  we  Mppoeed  would  (be  ■nffidcnt  for<ohr 
jpiUNage  to  Macao;  we;  on  the  next  day;  pent  one  o£'«ach 
ineM  on  shore,  to  gather  as  lar^  a  quanitity  of  olranges^:  Hen 
n}ons>  cbcoa-nuts;  and  other  fraita  of  the  island,  a»  theyrmn- 
sibJjr  could;  for  the  use  of  themselves  and  mcM-maites^wheit 
at  sea.  And^  ithese  fwrveyors  relarning  on  board:  ns'on  4be 
efening  of  the  same  t  day, -we  then  set  fire  to  the  baclp'aila 

Jiiod,  hoisted  in  our  boats*  and  got  ander  sail,  ale»inj|  away 
or  the  soQctt^end  of  the  island  of  Formosa,  and  taiciog^oUr 
teavesj  for  the  third- and  last  time,  of  the  iiJand  of  Tiiiifui;! 
An  islttnd,  which,  whether  we  consider  the  excellenioe-  of  ilt 
productions,  the  beauty  of  its  appearanc^  the  elegance  (»f 
Its  woods  and  lawns,  the  heidtbineiM  of- its  hir;  or  thefadn 
ventnces  it  gaye^riae  to>  may  ia  all  tfaeie  views  be4cdgF«ltpea 
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•  {After  the>deaimp1ion;*f)ertam1y^  A'^y«|)ry  idafi^lrfebt  eile;  o^ 
the  Ladrpne^twhich  now  follows^  the  author  gives  a  cutietii 
a<»ouiit  of  the  f>roas  or  prows  so  much  used  among  them; 
Thn  ia  cfxtraoted,  as  likely  to  interest  the'^^adec,  and  as 
more-satisfactbry,  than  the  brief  notice  already  given  in  the 
history  of  Magellan's  voyage^  This'  account  ia  more  de^ 
aerving  of  regard,  as  being  dram  up  froni  very  pariSculatt 
eaamioatton  of  on^  of  the>veaaela  taneiVi:«8:Jbas,  W9«ii>.f|ien<! 
tioiied,  at  Tinian.-}  ivW^i  9  m 


The  Indiana  that  <.  inhabit  the  Ladronea,'  of  whiish  Tioiia 
(formerly  well  peo|>led)  is  one,  are  a  bold>w«lUimb«d  peoti 
plef  andit^h<mld  seem  from  some  of  tbeb*  pra^ioesr  tiito^ 
theyfare  no  ways  defective  in  understanding!  for  tbieir fly-r. 
ijig  pA>a> in  partiottlai^  which  has  been  Ibriagea  the  oHly  ipea-i 
sei  uaedh^  tbem,isso  singular  and  extraordinary  an  invea* 
tion,  that  it  would  do  honour  toanyuali^>  howeveK  dex- 
terous and  acute.    Whetbec  we  consider  its  aptitude  to  >  the 
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pitUeiikar  B«vi|^tian  of  theie  iilandf^  oi  tbo 
•impUciljr  and  aigemii^  of  its  Ikbrie  and  ooatiifaBoe,  m 
Um  mtrooidiwy  Tcbeitjr  wfUi  wUdi  H  movM^we  ihoH 
And  il  worllqF  oS  onr  adoiiMtioi^  ond  neriliBg  a  plao* 
ao^oogit  the  meohaoica]  piodacliona  of  ^  iliott  cifiliwwl 
MMioWj  wfaeie  avtt  aad  MiaacM  havomott  eniiieiidy  ion* 
ridied. 

The  nawc  of  flyiag  ywia  gwaa^  to  tlww  wdi^  k  anhg 
totboMTMItoeMwitbwMebtlieyiaik  Of  lUa  tbeSpanhMb 


OMOft  nidi  ■toncf,  aa  appear  allage^t  norediUr  to  tkam- 
wiio  hafO  aevaritiui  tneao  tCMeb  movc  ;  nor  are  the  Spo* 
bMs  tb^  only  pc«|de  who  lelate  thete  extiaoffdiooiy  tdag 
of  their  ederity.  Mr  thow  who  thaH  hare  the  earioii^  to 
•aqniie  at  the  doek  at  Portnoonth,  dwnt  a  trial  made  raeie 
joine  years  siace>  with  a  very  iaipecfiBet  one  bailt  at  that 
places  will  meet  with  aecoants  not  less  wonderfid  than  aov 
me  Spaniards  have  givem  However,  from  some  mde  eali« 
<Milions  mode,  bv  onr  people,  of  the  vehtoity  with  whieh 
they  crossed  the  horifon  at  a  Stance,  whilst  we  lay  atTin* 
isn,  I  cannot  help  believing  that  with  a  hrisk  tnM»crittd 
Aey  iHll  mn  near  twenty  miles  an  hoar:  Whieh,  thongh 
greatly  short  of  what  the  Spaoianis  report  of  them,  is  yet  • 
prodigioas  d^reoof  swiftneask 

The  coostrtction  of  Aia  pioa  is  a  direct  cootadietioa  to 
the  practice  of  the  rest  of  mankind.  For  as  the  resi  of  dso 
woiw  make  the  head  of  their  vcssebdiffnent  from  thestern, 
hat  the  two  side*  alike,  the  proa,  on  the  contrary,  ha»  her 
Iwad  and  stent  ezaetky  aKke^  hnt  her  two  sides  vtnr^f> 
Aweat}  idm  ode,  intended  to>  he  alwa^i  the  ieo«de,  being 
flat  I  and  the  whidwwd-side  made  re ;  g,  in  the  manner 
of  other  Tessek}  And,  to  prevent  K-  osetting,  which 
Innb  her  smdl  breadth,  and  the  sbmigbt  mn  of  herweward- 
aide,  would,  wtthoat  this  pmemtion,  iDfaUiUy  haraco,  theie 
is  a  frame  laid  ont  from  her  to  windwsfdy  to  the  end  of 
which  is  frtftcned  a  log*  frntiioned  into-  the  shape  of-^a  sniall 
bealb  aad  made  hollow  t  Toe  weightof  the  frame  is  iolead- 
ed  tD.balaDee  the  pica, aad  thesmatt  boatb by itt  baeyancy 
<aa  it  is  always  in  the  water)  to  prevent  Im^  ovenettmg 
to  windward  ^  and  this  frame  is  usually  esUcd  an  ontrwger* 
The  body  of  the  proa  (at  least  of  that  we  took)  it  nwM  of 
two  pkces  joined  end-waysy  and  sowed  together  with  hark, 
fot  there  is  no  iron  used  about  her :  She  ift  about  two  indiea 
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tkiok  at  tba  botlom,  wbioh  ai  the  guawala  i«  redoced  ta  k 
than  Ana.*  ,,^i 

Tha  .proa  geaavaUhr  earriat  aix  or  aevap  ladJao*;  two  <^; 
tHiich  aie  pliM  ia  we  bei^d,  and  ileraA  whp  tteer  the  taa* 
•el  alteraalelf  with  a  paddle*  aecoiiiUBf  ta  tlie  taok  the  ^oea 
on,  ba.uiiilie  atem  being  the  ttsf^wnaii ;  tba  other  Indians 
aie  employwH  eilhef  in  baling  out  the  watemhich'she  acc^ 
dcntaliy  afaipt,  or  in  aettiog  and  trimming  the  Mut.  From 
the  desoription  of  these  vessels  it  is  sufl|cieat|y  obvions^  how 
dexterottsfy  they  are  fitted  for  ranging  this  coUeclion  of 
islands  «aUed  the  ladsones :  For  as  these  islands  lie  nearly 
N*  and  S.  of  each  other,  and  are  all  nithin  the  limits  of  the 
t«aderwind>  the  proas,  bv  saUing  most  exeellently  on.  a 
wind,  and  with  either  end  foremnsl*  can  ran  from  one  of 
these  isiands  to  the  other  and  back  again*  niMy  bv  shilling 
the  saiU  wtthauk  ever  patting  abonl;  and,  bf  im  qalQeii  M 
tiietr  ke^side,  and  Ibeir  small  braadth,  they  are  cuiabia  qf 
lying  mach  nearer  the  wind  than  any  other  vessel  hitherto 
known. 

The  aastcfn  monsoon  was  now,  we  reckoned,  fairly  set> 
Ued }  and  we  had  a  constant  gale  blowing  right  upon  one 
stern  s  So  that  we  g^MraUy  mn  from  for^  to  fifty  kupaea 
a*<day.  But  we  had  a  large  hollow  sea  pursuing  ns,  which 
oocasbaed  the  ship  to  lijoour  mnch ;  whence  we  repeived 
great  damage  ia  OHr  rigging,  wh^ch  was  no^n  very  rotten^ 
and  oar  leak  was  anffoeated :  Bot,  bappUy  for  us,  our  peo? 
pie  were  nuw  in  foil  health;  so  that  there  were  no  com- 

SlaintB  of  fatigue,  but  all  went  throuffh  their  attendance  on 
le  pumps,  and  e?eiy  other  duty  pf  the  ship,  wiUi  ease  and 
cheerfulness. 

Haviae  no  other  but  onr  sheetpanchor  left;,  except  onr 
priza*«nMQr8,  whitch  weie  stowed  in  the  hold,  and  were  too 
4ight  to  be  depended  op,  we  were  under  great  concern  hqw 
we  shoald  manc^ge  Mi  the  coast  of  China,  where  we  were  all 
entire  strangers^and  where  we  should  doubtless  be  frequent- 
ly under  the  necessity  of  fsmaiax  tQ  an  anchor.  Our  sheet- 
anohoc  being  much  too  heavy  ror  a  cofsting  anchor,  it  waa 
at  leagth  resolved  to  fix  two  of  our  largest  prize-ant^ors 
into  one:  stock,  and  to  place  between  their  sbanks  two  guns, 
-four  puanders,  which  was  accordingly  executed,  and  it  waa 
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to  ierVe  at  a  best  bower :  And  a  third  prii«.4Uieli0r  btmg  itt 
like  manner  joined  with  our  ilream-anchor,  with  (rani  be*- 
tween  them,  we  thereby  made  a  small  bower ;  so  Uia^  be- 
sides oar  sheet-fcnehor,  we  had  asain  two  others  at  oor  bowi^' 
one  of  Which  weighed  9900^  and  the  other  fl900  pounds. 

The  9d  of  November,  aboot  three  in  the  afternoon,  w« 
saw  an  island,  which  at  first  we  imagined  to  be  the  island  of 
Botel-Tobaffo  Xiofa :  Bat  on  neartr  approach  wofoowl  it 
to  be  mach  smailler  than  that  is  usualij  raMBMMedi  anii 
about  an  honr  after  we  saw  another  isfamd,  five  or  she  mile» 
farther  to  the  westward.  As  no  chart,  nor  any  Joamal  we 
had  seen,  took  notice  of  any  other  island  to  the  eastward  of 
Jibrmosa,  than  Botel  Tobago  Xima^and  as  we  bad  no  ob- 
serration  of  oar  latitude  at  noon,  we  were  in  some  perplex^ 
il^,  being  apprehensive  that  an  extraordinary  current  had 
driven  us  into  the  neighbourhood  of  ttie  Bashee  islands  9 
and  therefore,  when  night  came  on,  we  brought  >  to,  and 
continued  in  this  posture  till  the  next  morning,  which  pnn 
viog  dark  and  cloudy,  for  some  time  prolonged  our  moerx 
taidty ;  but  it  cleared  Up  about  nine  o'clock,  when  we  again 
discerned  the  two  isTands  above-mentioned ;  we  then  presC 
forwards  to  the  westward,  and  by  eleven  got  a  sight  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  island  of  Formosa.  This  satisfied  us 
that  the  second  island  we  saw  was  Botel  Tobago  Xima^ 
and  the  first  a  small  island  or  rock,  lying  five  or  six  mile* 
due  east  from  it,  which,  not  being  mentioned  by  any  of  our 
books  or  charts^  was  the  occasion  of  our  fears.* 

When  we  got  sight  of  the  island  of  Formosa^  we  steered 
W.  by  S.  in  order  to  double  its  extremity,  and  kept  a  good 
look-out  for  the  rocks  of  Vele  Rete,  which  we  did  not  see 
tilt  two  in  the  af\emoon<  They  then  bore  from  us  W.N. 
W.  three  miles  distant,  the  south  end  of  Formosa  at  the 
same  time  bearing  N.  by  W.  |  W.  about  five  leagues  dis- 
tant; To  give  these  rocks  a  good  birth,  we  immediately 
haled  up  S.  by  W.  and  so  left  them  between  us  and  the 
land,  indeed  we  had  reason  to  be  careful  of  them ; .  for 
though  they  appeared  as  high  out  of  the  water  a»  a  ship's 
hull,  yet  the(y  are  environed  with  breakers  on  all  sides,  and 
there  is  a  shoal  stretching  from  them  at  least  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  thesouthward^whence  they  may  be  truly  called  dan- 

.  geious. 

^  These  two  islandB  are  imdrked  in  Arrowattiitb'B  map  of  Asia,  under  the 
Bamea  of  Bottle  Tobago  and  Little  Bottle  Tobago.—E.  w 
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^eroui.  The  courae  from  Hotel  Tobago  Xima  to  tbete.rockt 
1*  S.  W.  bf  W.  and  the  distance  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
lei^es }  And  the  sonth  end  of  Formotai  off  which  they  lie, 
ii  in  the  latitude  of  81*  50^  north,  and  in  93*  50'  west  longi- 
tude from.Tinian,  according  to. our  most  approved  reck- 
oningt,  though  by  some  of  our  accounts  above  a  degree 
more.      • 

While  we  were  ptassing  by  these  rocks  of  Vcle  Bete, 
there  was  an  outcry  of  fire  on  the  fore>cast(e ;  this  occa* 
sioned  a  |;eneral  alarm^  and  tha^whole  crew  instantly  floc,ked 
together  in  the  almost  confttston^  so  that  the  officers  found 
it  difficult  for  some  time  to  appease  the  uproar:  But  having 
at  last  reduced  the  people  to  order,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  fire  proceeded  from  the  furnace ;  and,  pulling  down  the 
brick-work,  it  was  extinguished  with  areat  facility,  for  it 
had  taken  its  rise  from  the  bricks^  whicn,  beins  over-h^alfr ' 
ed,  had  begun  to  coitamunicate  the  fire  to  w  atyacaik 
wood-work.  In  the  evening  we  were  surprised  with  a  view 
of  what  we  at  first  sight  conceived  to  have  been  breakeis, 
but,  on  a  stricter  examination,  we  found  them  to.  be  only  a 
^reat  number  of  fires  on  the  island  of  Formosa^  Th^e,  we 
imagined,  were,  intended  by.  the  inhabitants  of  that  islaiid 
as  signak  for  us  to  touch  there,  but  that  suited  nqt  our 
views,  we  being  impatient  to  reach  the  port  of  H«eao  as 
soon  as  possible.  From  Formosa  we  steered  W.  N«rW. 
and  sometimes  still  niore  northerly,  proposing  to  fall  in  with 
the  coast  of  China,  to  the  eastwaro  of  Pedro. Blanco;  fqt 
the  rock  so  called  is  usually  esteemed  an  excellent  diiectipDi 
for  ships  bound  to  Macao.  We  continued  this  couise  till 
the  following  night,  and  then  frequently  brought  to,  to.tiy 
if  we  were  in  soundings :  But  it  was  the  5th  of  November^ 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  before  we  struck  ground,  and  thea 
we  had  forty-twp  fathom,  and  a  bottom  ofgrey  saiid  aiize<| 
with  shells.  When  we  had  got  about  twenty  mile*  lisrthw 
W.  N.  W.  we  had  thirty-five  fathom,  and  the  same  bottom^ 
from  whence  our  sounding  gradually  decreased  from  thirty- 
five  to  twenty-five  fisithom ;  but  soion  after,  to  our  great  suiw 
prise,  they  jumped  back  again  to  thirty  fathom :  T^i^  was 
an  alteration  we  could  not  very  well  account  for,'*  sinpe  aU 
the  charts  laid  down  regular  soundings  every-where  to  th^ 

,..„...  northward 

*  It  was  probably  occasioned  by  their  being  over  a  land  baak^  wfaidi  is 
laid  down  by  Arrowsmith  in  this  part  of  the  Centurion's  oour8e.<— E. 
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aorthward  of  Pedro  Blanco ;  and  for  thtt  reason  we  kept  • 
ftxy  careful  lode-out,  and  altered  our  conne  to  M«  N.  W. 
and  having  run  thirty^ve  miles  in  this  direction,  our  sound- 
i«gs  again  gradually  diminished  to  twenty-two  &thom,  and 
we  at  laat,  about  mid«niffht,  got  sight  of  the  main  land  of 
China,  bearing  N.  by  W.  four  lei^ues  distant;  We  then 
brouKbt  the  ship  to,  with  her  head  to  the  seat  proposiuji;  to 
wait  Tor  the  morning;  and  Urfbre  sunnise  we  were  surprised 
to  find  ourseWes  in  the  midst  of  an  incredible  numoerof 
fishmg-hoats,  which  seemed  to  cover  the  surface  of  the  sea 
as  ftur  as  the  eye  could  reach.    1  may  well  style  their  ttum« 
ber  incredible,  since  I  cannot  believe,  upon  Uie  lowest  csti* 
mate,  that  there  were  fewer  than  six  thousand,  most  of 
them  manned  with'five  hands,  and  none  with  less  than  three. 
Nor  was  this  swarm  of  fisbiog-vesaels  peculiar  to  this  spot; 
for,  as  we  ran  on  to  the  westward,  we  found  them  as  abimdo 
ant  on  every  part  of  the  coast   We  at  ^rst  doubted  not  but 
we  should  procure  a  pilot  from  them  to  carry  us  to  Macao; 
but  though  many  of  them  came  dose  to  tne  ship,  aod  we 
endeavoured  to  tempt  them  by  showing  them  a  number  of 
dollars,  a  mostalliiring  bait  for  Chinese  of  all  ranks  and  pro* 
fessioDS,  yet  we  could  not  entice  them  on  board  us,  nor  pro* 
cmre  any  directions  from  them ;  though,  I  presume,  the  only 
difficulty  was  their  not  comprehending  what  we  wanted 
ihem  to  do,  for  we  could  have  no  communication  with  them 
but  by  signs :  indeed  we  often  pronounced  the  word  Macao ; 
but  this  we  had  reason  to  suppose  they  understood  in  a  dif* 
ferent  sense ;  foir  in  return  they  sometimes  held  up  fish  to 
OS,  and  we  afterwards  learnt,  that  the  Chinese  name  for  fish 
Is  of  a  Somewhat  similar  sound.    But  what  surprised  us 
most,  was  the  inattention  and  want  of  curiosity,  which  we 
observed  in  this  herd  of  fishermen :  A  ship  like  oors  had 
doohllaiB  never  been  in  those  seas  before ;  perhaps,  there 
might  not  be  one«  amongst  all  the  Chinese  employed  in 
Ihis  fishery,  who  had  ever  seen  any  European  vessel;  so 
that  we  might  reasonably  have  expected  to  nave  be«i  con- 
^dered  by  f  hem  as  a  very  uncommon  and  extraordinary  ob« 
iecl;  but- though  many  of  their  vessels  came  close  to  the 
•hip,  yet  they  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  interested  about 
MS,  nor  did  th^y  deviate  in  the  least  from  their  course  to  re* 
gard  us ;  which  insensibility,  especially  in  maritime  persons^ 
about  a  matter  in  their  own  profession,  is  scarcely  to  be  ere* 
4ited|did  not  the  general  benaviour  of  the  Chinese,  in  other 
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intUuBtSy  furnish  n*  with  oonUniMl  proofs  of  a  tkmakt  liin 
of  Okjui^i  it  may  perhapt  ha  dottbted*  whether  thii  oaik  of 
tampwr  be  the  effect  or  aatare  or  edacatioa  (  bnt>  iq  eitlKt 
9ue,  it  ii  au  ineontcttablB  •jrmploin  of  a  meaa  and  oo»> 
te0ipttble  diipoutioo*  and  it  alone  a  tnfieient  confetation 
of  tlie  extravagant  panegvricij  which  many  hy^thetical 
wiken  have  bestowed  on  tne  ingenuity  and  capaaty  of  this 
nation.* 

Not  being  able  to  procure  any  information  from  Ibe 
Chinese  fi^Mrmen  about  our  proper  course  to  Macao,  it  was 
i^essary  for  us  to  rely  entirety  on  our  own  judgment ;  and 
concluding  from  our  latitude,  which  was  ftS*  4v  norths  and 
from  our  B0iunding<«  which  were  only  seventeen  or  eighteen 
ffUboms,  that  we  were  yet  to  the  eastward  oi  Pedro  B[aaoo» 
We  stood  to  the  westward  i  And,  for  the  assistaaee  ^fhture 
navigators,  who  ;may  hereafter  doubt  about  the  parts  of  tiM 
coast  they  are  upon,  I  roust  observe,  that,  besidtt  the  lati* 
tude  of  Pedro  Bianco,  which  is  «fl^  IS^,  and  the  depth  of 
water,  which  to  the  westward  of  that  roclc  is  almost  every 
where  twenty  fathoms,  there  is  another  circumstance  whi^ 
will  give  great  assistance  in  judging  of  tbe  pOutlon  of  tiie 
ship :  This  ii^  the  kind  of  ground ;  tbr,  till  we  came  ^ithiil 
thirty  miles  of  Pedro  Blanco,  we  had  constantly  a  saad^ 
bottom ;  but  there  the  bottom  changed  to  soft  ana  mnddv> 
and  continued  so  quite  to  the  island  of  Macao ;  oiily  while 
ive  were  in  sight  of  Pedro  Blanco,  and  verjr  near  It,  we  had 
for  a  diort  space  a  bottcMn  of  greenish  mud,  intermixed  with 
sand* 

On  the  fifth  of  November,  at  midnight,  we  made  the  coaM 
of  China }  and  the  next  day,  about  two  o'clock,  as  we  were 
standinff  to  the  westward  within  two  league  i  ;}f  the  eoeat* 
and  still  surrounded  by  fishing  vessels  in  as  tj.<{<ii  numbers 
jM  at  first,  we  pero^ved  that  a  boat  a^head  of  m  waved  » 
red  flag*  and  blew  a  horn :  This  we  considered  as  a  si^nsA 
made  to  ns,  eiUier  to  warn  us  of  some  shoal,  orlo  infomt 
us  that  they  would  supply  us  with  a  pilots  and  in  this  belief 
wa  immediately  sent  our  cutter  to  the  boat,  to  know  their 

tntentiea% 
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s  VeWiep  tbe  isgeqw^  aor  dm  onsdliy  of  tha  GbiMBe  it  at  aU  iaif^^ 
cated  by  the  dicunutances  reoorded,  tbe  source  of  wbidi  may  be  proba- 
bly enougb  ooi^ectured,  Ti&  their  oontenpt  of  every  thing  foreiga,  wfaidi,  it 
it  wdl  known,  thqr  never  scruple  to  avow.  Betides,  at  is  vefv  foon  men- 
tfsatd,  their  fiibenaato  were  wader  authetity,  aad  had  reeelvifiil  lie  oTdeif 
•r  pennisiion  to  the  effect  desired.— E. , 


e. 


470 


Earfy  dremuHnigatimu,     past  ii.  Bcufk  tn 


kiltetioiM  ( bal  we  were  loon  made  Mniible  of  onr  ipiiUke^ 
and  foDnd  that  thit  boat  was  the  oommodore  of  the  whole 
fishery,  and  that  the  signal  she  had  made,  was  to  order  them, 
dl  to  leave  off  fishing,  and  to  return  in  shore,  which  we  nw. 
them  instantly  obey.  On  this  disappointment  we  kept  on 
our  course,  and  soon  after  passed  by  two  very  small  rocks^ 
which  Jay  four  or  fire  miles  disunt  from  the  shore ;  but 
nrght  came  on  before  we  got  sight  of  Pedro  Blanco,  and 
we  therefore  broughtpto  till  the  morning,  when  wc  had  the 
satisfaciion  to  discover  it.  It  is  a  rock  of  a  small  circumfe- 
Tence,  but  of  a  moderate  hei|pht,  and,  both  in  shape  and  co- 
lour, resembles  a  sugar-loaf;  and  Is  at)Out  seven  or  eish^ 
Uiles  from  the  shore.  We  passed  within  a  mile  and  # 
half  of  it,  and  left  it  between  us  and  the  land,  still  keeping 
on  to  the  westward ;  and  the  next  day,  being  the  7th,  we 
were  a^breast  of  a  chain  of  islands,  which  stretched  from 
east  to  west  These,  as  we  afterwards  found,  were  cidled 
the  islands  of  Lema  ;*  they  are  rocky  and  barren,  and  are  in 
all,  small  and  great,  fifteen  or  sixteen ;  and  there  are,  be- 
sides, a  great  number  of  other  islands  between  them  and 
the  main  land  of  China.  These  islands  we  left  on  the  star- 
board side,  passing  within  four  miles  of  them,  where  we  had 
twenty>four  fathom  water.  We  were  still  surrounded  by 
fishing-boats ;  and  we  once  more  sent  the  cutter  on  board 
oine  or  them',  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  pilot,  but  could  not 
prevail ;  however,  one  of  the  Chinese  oirected  us  by  signs 
to  sail  round  the  westermost  of  the  islands  or  rocks  of  Le- 
na, and  then  to  hale  up.  We  followed  this  directioni  and 
in  the  evening  came  to  an  anchor  in  eighteen  fathom. 

On  the  Qthj  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  sent  our  cutter  to 
sound  the  channel,  where  we  propo^  to  pass ;  but  before' 
the  return  of  the  cutter,  a  Chinese  pilot  put  on  board  us, 
and  told  us,  in  broken  Portuguese,  he  would  carry  us  to  Ma.^ 
caq  for  thirty  dollaM:  Thesewei'e  immediately  paid  him, 
and  we  then  weighed  and  made  sail ;  and  soon  after,  seve- 
ral odier  pilots  came  pQ  board  us,  who,  to  recqmniend  them- 
selves, produced  certificates  from  tiie  captains  of  several 
•hips  they  had  piloted  in,  but  we  continued  the  ship  under 
the  management  of  the  Chinese  who  came  first  on  board. 
By  this  tiole  we  learnt,  that  we  were  pot  far  distant  from 
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MftCM/  and  that  them  were  in  the  river  of  Cahtoui  4i  the 
akoath  of  which  M«ow>  liet,  eleven  Baropeen  shipt»  of  which 
Ibor  were  Bnglbh.  Our  pilot  cftrried  m  hetween  the  itlenda 
of  Bamboo  end  Cabonee,  bat  the  windi  hanging  in  the 
northern  board,  and  the  tide*  often  setting  itrongly  against 
0%  we  were  oblised  to  come  firequentlj  to  an  anchor,  to  that 
we  did  not  get  through  between  the  two  itlandi  till  the  18th 
of  Novembmr,  at  two  in  the  morning.  In  paasing  through, 
oar  depth  of  water  wai  from  twelve  to  fourteen  fathom ; 
and  aa  we  itill  steered  on  N.  W.  {  W.  between  a  nomber 
of  other  Islandi,  our  sonndingi  underwent  little  or  no  varia- 
tion till  towards  the  evening,  when  thev  increased  to  seven- 
teen fathom ;  in  which  deptn  (the  winq  dj^ing  awav)  we  an- 
chbred  not  far  from  the  island  of  Lantbon,  which  is  the 
largest  of  all  this  range  of  islands.  At  seven  in  the  mom* 
ing  we  weighed  again,  atid  steering  W.  S.  W.  and  S.  W. 
by  W.,  we  at  ten  o'clock  happihr  anchored  in  Macao  road, 
in  five  fathom  water,  the  city  of  Macao  bearing  W.  by  N., 
three  iMgues  distant ;  the  peak  of  Lantoon  E.  by  N^,  and 
the  grand  Ladrone  S.  by  E.  each  of  them  about  five  leagues 
distant  Thus,  after  a  fatiguing  cruise  of  above  two  yean 
oontinuance,  we  once  more  arrived  in  an  amicable  por|,  in 
acivilicied  country;  where  the  conveniences  pf  lifts  were  in 
great. plenty;  where  the  naval  stores,  which  vre  nowbx^ 
iiemely  wanted,  could  be  in  some  degree  procured ;  where 
we  expected  the  inexpressible  satisfaction  of  receiving  let- 
ters from  our  relations  and  friends ;  and  where  our  country* 
men,  who  were  lately  arrived  from  England,  wopld  be  ca* 
pable  of  answering  the  numerous  enouirtes  we  were  prepa«> 
red  to  make,  both  about  public  and  private  occurrences, 
and  to  relate  to  us  many  particulars,  which,  whether  of 
importance  or  not,  would  be  listened  to  by  us  with  the  ut- 
most f^tention,  after  the  bug  suspension  of  our  correspondr 
ence  with  oar  conntnr,  to  which  the  nature  of  our'underta* 
king  liaci  bit Wto  subjected  ust 
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Frocftdinff  tft  Macao, 

,  TxB  city  of  Macao,  in  the  road  of  which  we  came  to  an 
anefaot  on  the  l€th  of  November,  is  a  Portuguese  settle- 
ment, 


MMl.  u\mie6  in  m  iilMid  at  tb«  Moylh  of  iht  rifvr  ttf  Cm- 
iMi.  It  WM  foroMrlv  a  very  rkb  and  popaloM«it)r»  «|id«*- 

Sblt  of  defending  itMlf  agftintl  Um  power  of  tht  MyaoaAt 
lincie  govenort  t  But  at  prei«Dt  it  it  much  iiiUan  iHtm 
iU  MBcirat  tplcndoor ;  for  tlionj^h  it  it  iobabiied  by  POrtil- 
g«tte«  and  ha*  a  governor  noniiaatad  by  the  king  of  Portii* 
fal>  yet  it  rab«itu  mereljr  by  the  eoffcranctB  of  tba  Chinnt, 
wbo  can  ttanre  tbe  place,  and  dispoMcw  the  PorUigneie 
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wbenever  Ihev  pleaw :  This  obliges  the  tfoveVnor 

to  behave  with  great  oircumspetlion,  and  carefully  to  avoid 
•very  circvmatance  that  m^y  give  offence  to  thfe  Chinese.' 

The 

*  This  dreumtMctioo  hsi  nsver  svsUcd  mvcb.  The  PisrtugiWN  obtsia* 
ed  this  port  niid  ttw  «4)o!d>h|K  territory  of  about  8  mUcs  is  orcuit,  ss  a  ra> 
vnurd  for  sMistsncs  given  in  extirpating  a  pirate  who  took  reAi|e  here.  But 
the  ingratitude  of  the  Chineie  alwaye  grudged,  and  ofteta  vkiiatM,  the  in- 
MaaitMs  thus  woo  ftoai  th<rir  hmn.  The  oity,  buik  iAer  the  £uropaan 
and  orifioaUy  potaeiied  of  both  military  •ttei^  aud  nonunSreial 
wnosb  MS,  thnNub  the  careletsoeM  of  the  PoRiiguese»  end  tite  ea> 
snd  insoienoe  ortheir  neighbour^  dwindled  into  coBapiuative  intig* 
».  Acoording  to  Sir  George  Staunton's  accoam,  tM  popuhitloti 
net  aow encsedlfjOOu,  and  more  than  half  is ChhHtie.  In  sbDrt^ 
Macao  Is  virtually  a  CUneae  town,  where  tbe  FMtugiKse.are  ner^y  lal^ 
latad.  TheChiiies«iU  is  certain,  require  ainwst  any  other  tnsatmebt  than 
coadescensioD  and  good  manners.  The  reader  will  soon  see  in  the  narra- 
tive bow  practicable  it  >s  to  reduce  them  to  common  tense— one  of  tbe  ift> 
Mediants  of  it  they  have  in  a  high  degree,  the  desire  of  sel^preservatioa. 
The  ibUowin[|  quotation  iWun  a  work  recently  published,  may  amoae  hia 
in  the  meen  Uta%  and  serves  besides  to  confirm  the  statement  of  tbe  teat 
**  The  situation  of  tbe  Portuguese  in  Jdaoao  is  particularly  restrained,  and 
that  of  their  governor  extremelv  unpleasant  to  him.  Although  (he  latter 
favariably  oondiicto  Mmself  witn  the  greatest  drcumspectkm,  cases  BtiU 
arise  in  which  he  cannot  give  wav  without  entiiely  aacrifidi^  tbe  honour 
of  bis  country,  already  greatly  diminished  in  tbe  ^es  of  tbe  Cbiaesti.  A 
few  months  only  before  our  arrival  (November  lUOA,)  a  circumstance  ba|^ 
pened  fully  illustrative  of  this }  an  account  of  which  may  tend  to  prove 
that.  If  tl^  Fortoguese  possssisd  greater  power  at  Macao,  the  cowardly 
CJiinese  would  not  darn  to  trsat  them  with  so  little  consideration,  or,  to 
apeak  more  correctly,  with  to  much  coatemnt  If  Macao  were  ia  the 
hands  of  tbe  Englisn,  or  even  of  the  Spaniaros,  the  shameful  dependence 
of  this  possesaitm  on  the  Chinese  would  soon  All  to  the  ground }  and,  with 
tbe  assistanoe  of  their  important  possesskms  in  the  vicinity  of  China,  either 
of  these  nations  established  in  Maeao'm^t  Mo  defiance  to  tbe  whole  em- 
pire. A  Portuguese  resident  at  Macao  atabbed  a  Chinese,  but  being  rich, 
he  ofilered  the  nunily  of  tbe  deceased  a  sum  of  money  to  suffer  the  affiur 
to  drop.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  he  paid  4000  piastres ;  scarcely,  bow- 
ever,  bad  he  given  the.  money,  wben  tbe  afiir  was  represented  to  tbe  Chi- 
nese  taagistracy,  wbo  exacted  thm  the  govenMw  that  the  criminal  should 
Jbe  inaiamly  given  up.  TheJatterrefiisad,  alleging,  that,  as  the  deed  wa* 
eomnitted  in  Macao,  he  was  liable  to  tbe  Portuguese  lawi  according  te 
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TIm  rivtr  of  CmIoq,  at  Um  moolh  of  whkb  thii  city  Imii  it 
the  ooljr  ChiocM  port,  frequtoted  by  European  ihipti  ani 
thk  met  U  iadead  a  more  commocfioua  barbonr*  on  many 
•ooonnig,  than  Macao:  Bai  tha  pecnliar  cintomt  of  tna 

Chineiff 

whkb  ha  vwld  In  punUiadirtlMgr  round  hiBifufltj.  ThoCUMM^wha 
whhod  to  iniitt  punitboMat  on  the  Pbrtunieie,  loimadinleljr  on  the  roMiat 
of  tbie  MMwec  ibai  up  all  tbeir  booths,  and  fcrbado  tbt  fanportatiooorpi^ 
bMO  Mmm  I W  the  loveraor,  who  bail  two  yoMi  Modk  of  pAni* 
ir  bit  ftfritoa,  (wo  ibiill  iod  it  waa  otbarwiao  with  tbo  gmmwot  in 


Aaaoa'a  tino)  troubled  himaetf  vuj  little  with  tbb  tbreot,  and  atfll  roftiaad 
to  live  op  the  criminal  ( in  the  mean  time  hit  trial  went  on  i  be  irae  feund 
fuiligr  of  the  murder,  and  immediately  hanged.  The  Chfawae  aMemblai 
with  tbo  totenHon  of  ende«?ourin|to  seiaa  the  perpetrator  of  the  murder 
wbUet  oo  bie  wi^  to  the  acaflbld  I  11m  leveraor  coUootod  hii  tioopat  ioai^ 
«d  the  artUlorjr  on  the  bMteriei»  and  awaited  the  attad  i  and;  alanned  it 
hb  dedtWe  meaaurea.  the  Chineae  withdrew,  under  the  pretence  of  bdm 
perlbctiv  Mtitted  with  the  executioo  of  the  murderer,  and  order  waa  faa> 
■Mdiateiy  reotored.**  The  work  flrom  which  this  is  extracted  is  Captabi 
Knisenstem's  ncoount  of  bis  voyate  round  the  world,  in  1806'44  arwl  di 
baiM  the  first  circumnavigation  the  Russians  have  made,  and  that  u.  ub> 
der  the  patronage  and  by  the  command  of  the  most  masnanimous  andbn> 
neldent  Alexander,  a  monarch  whom  every  friend  of  humaai^  must  ad- 
mbn  and  love  ftom  the  heart,  as  lurpaising  even  his  liberalitv  in  the  ptta> 
OMtion  Of  useAd  science  and  discovery  amongst  his  own  sulyectst  by  tha 
spl««do«r  and  substantial  value  of  his  services  in  the  best  iateresto  of  X»> 
iap% and  the  world: 

Non  possidentem  nolta  vocaveris 
Hectobeatumi  reetius  oconpat 
Nomen  beati,  ^ui  deorum 
Muneribtts  sapienter  uti, 
Duramque  calletpou/ierieni  pati, 
F^usoue  leto  flagitiuro  ttanet ; 
Kon  iile  pro  carb  amki$ 
Aut  patria  timidus  perireK 

tb  retain  toMacao:  Captafai  K.  strongly  expresses  his  wish  that  soom 
Biiropean  power  of  sufficient  energy  and  consequence  would  take  poaaet> 
ftion  M  it,  befwe  the  Portuguese  themselves  abandon  it  to  the  Chinese.  It 
b  evident  be  alludes  to  the  Eng^  An  agreement,  it  b  very  probablob 
ought  bo  raadilv  entered  into  with  the  Portuguese  for  the  possession  or 
that  pboe,  whicn  oodd  not  ftil  to  prove  most  convenient  for  our  eastern 
oommerce.  An  equivalent  may  be  found  among  the  West  Indian  ishuMh  | 
but  it  b  perhaps  equally  vain  and  invidious  to  specubte  on  such  veiy  db- 
tant  eonoems,  when  the  wonderful  events  now  ocourriqg  in  a  kiimdoai  so 
long  tiie  torment  and  the  tauker  of  nations,  arrest  the  inuynation  tMm 
every  trivial  sdfisb  pursuit,  and  fix  the  mind  undivldedly  on  tne  operationa 
of  tbe,great  source  of  power,  justice  and  truth.  A  new  sera  oommeneaa  hi 
the  world->Bfay  it  be  remarkable  to  all  sncoeeding  generationi  for  Hbend 
policy,  dbiaterMtodaess,  and  general  benevobnoe  i^R. 
.   ll^April»l8iT 
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Chinefle,bn1y  adapted  to  the  eBtertainment  of  trading  ibipi, 
and  the  apprehensions  of  the  commodore,  lest  he  should 
embroil  the  East-India  company  with  the  regency  of  Can* 
ton,  if  he  should  insist  on  being  treated  upon  a  difFe;«nt 
footing  than  the  merchantmen,  made  him  resolve  to  go  first 
to  Macao,  before  he  ventured  into  the  port  of  Canton.  In- 
deed, had  not  this  reason  prevailed ^ith  him,  he  himself 
had  nothing  to  fear :  For  it  is  certain  that  he  might  hav^ 
entered  the  port  of  Canton,  and  might  have  continued-  tliere 
as  lone  as  he  pleased,  and  afterwards  have  left  it  again,  al- 
though the  wnole  power  of  the  Chinese  empire  had  been 
brought  together  to  oppose  him. 

The  commodore,  not  to  depart  from  his  usual  prudence^ 
no  sooner  came  to  an  anchor  in  Macao  road,  than  he  dis- 
patched an  officer  with  his  compliments  to  the  Portuguese 
governor  of  Macao,  requesting  his  exceliencv,  by  the  same ' 
officer,  to  advise  him  in  what  manner  it  would  be  proper  to 
act,  to  avoid  offending  the  Chinese,  which,  as  there  were 
then  four  of  our  ships  in  their  power  at  Canton,  was  a  mat- 
ter worthy  of  attention*  The  oifficulty,  which  the  common 
dore  principally  apprehended,  related  to  the  duty  usually 
paid  by  all  ships  in  the  river  of  Canton,  according  to  their 
tunnage.  For  as  men  of  war  are  exempted  in  every  foreign 
harbour  from  all  manner  of  port  charees,  the  commodore 
thought  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  coun- 
try to  submit  to  this  duty  in  China :  And  therefore  he  de- 
sired the  advice  of  the  governor  of  Macao,  who,  being  an 
European,  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  privileges  claimed 
by  a  British  man  of  war,  and  consequently  mieht  be  expect* 
ed  to  give  us  the  best  lights  for  avoiding  this  perplexity* 
Our  boat  returned  in  the  evening  with  two  officers  sent  by 
the  governor,  who  informed  the  commodore,  that  it  was 
the  govc;mor*s  opinion,  that  if  the  Centurion  ventured  into 
the  river  of  Canton,  the  duty  would  certainly  be  demand- 
ed ;  and  therefore,  if  the  commodore  approved  of  it,  he 
would  send  him  a  pilot,  who  should  conduct  us  into  another 
safe  harbour,  called  the  Typa,  which  was  every  way  com- 
modious for  careening  the  ship,  (an  operation  we  were  re* 
solved  to  begin  upon  as  soon  as  possible)  and  where  the 
above-mentioned  duty  would,  in  all  probability,  be  never 
asked  fon 

This  proposal  the  commodore  agreed  to,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing we  weighed  anchor,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Portuguese  pilot,  steered  for  the  intended  harbour.  As  we 
entered  two  islands;  which  fctrm  the  eastern  patsstfge  to  it, 
we  found  onr  soundings  decreased  to  three  fathom  and  a 
half :  But  the  pilot  assurinfi;  us  that  this  was  the  least  depth 
we  should  meet  with,  we  continued  our  course,  till  at  length 
the  ship  stuck  fast  in  the  mud,  with  only  eighteeii  feet  wa- 
ter abaft;  and,  the  tide  of  ebb  making,  the  water  sewed  to 
sixteen  feet,  but  the  ship  remained  perfectly  upright;  we 
then  sounded  all  round  us,  and  finding  the  water  deepened 
to  the  northward,  we  carried  out  our  small  bower  witn  two 
hawsers  an  end,  and  at  the  return  of  the  tide  of  flood,  hove 
the  ship  afloat,  and  a  small  breez^  springing  up  at  the  same 
instant,  we  set  the  fore  top-sail,  and,  supping  the  hawser, 
ran  into  tiie  harbour,  where  we  moored  m  about  five  fa- 
thorn  water.  This  harbour  of  the  Typa  is  formed  by  a  num- 
ber of  islands,  and  is  about  six  miles  distant  from  Macao. 
Here  we  saluted  ^hf!  castle  of  Macao  with  eleven  guns^ 
which  were  returned  by  an  equal  number. 

The  next  day  the  commodore  paid  a  visit  in  person  to 
the  ffovernur,  and  was  saluted  at  his  landing  by  eleven  guns, 
which  were  returned  by  the  Centurion.  Mr  Anson's  busi- 
ness in  this  visit  was  to  solicit  the  governor  to  grant  us  a 
supply  of  provisions,  and  to  furnish  us  with  such  stores  as 
were  necessary  to  refit  the  ship  The  governor  seemed  real- 
ly indined  to  do  us  all  the  service  he  could,  and  assured  the 
commodore,  in  a  friendly  manner,  that  he  would  privately 
ffiye  us  all  the  assistance  in  his  power ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  frankly  owned  that  he  dared  not  openly  furnish  us 
with  any  thing  we  demanded,  unless  we  first  procured  an 
order  for  it  from  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  for  that  he  neither 
received  provisions  for  his  garrison,  nor  any  other  necessa- 
ries, but  by  permission  from  the  Chinese  government ;  and 
as  they  took  care  only  to  furnish  him  from  day  to  day,  he 
was  indeed  no  other  than  their  vassal,  whom  they  could  at 
all  times  compel  to  submit  to  their  own  terms,  only  by  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  his  provisions. 

>  On  this  dedaration  of  the  governor,  Mr  Anson  resolved 
himself  to  go  to  Canton  to  procure  a  license  from  the  vice- 
roy ;  and  accordingly  hired  a  Chinese  boat  for  himself  and 
his  attendants;  but  just  as  he  was  ready  to  embark,  the 
Hoppo,  or  Chinese  custom-house  officer  at  Macao,  refused 
to  grant  a  permit  to  the  boat,  and  ordered  the  watermen 
not  to  proceed  at  their  peril.  The  commodore  at  first  en- 
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deavoured  to  preTail  with  the  hoppo  to  withdraw  hi*  ii\jano* 
tion  and  to  ^ant  a  permit  &  and  the  governor  of  Macao  cm- 
toloyed  his  interest  with  the  hoppo  to  the  same  pturpos** 
Mr  Anson,  finding  the  officer  inflexible,  told  him  the  next 
day,  that  if  he  longer  refused  to  grant  the  permit,  he  would 
man  and  arm  his  own  boats  to  carry  him  thithet ;  asking  the 
hoppo,  at  the  same  time,  who  he  imagined  would  dare  to 
oppose  him.  This  threat  imipedialely  brought  about  wbafc 
bis  entreaties  had  laboured  for  in  vain :  The  permit  was 

8 ranted,  and  Mr  Anson  went  to  Canton.  .  On  his  arrival 
lere  he  consulted  with  the  supercargoes  and  officers  of  thf 
English  ships,  how  to  procure  an  order  from  the  viceroy  for 
the  necessaries  he  wanted ;  but  in  this  he  had  reason  to  supr 
|>ose,  that  the  advice  they  gave  him,  though  doubtless  well 
intonded,  was  yet  nol  the  most  prudent;  for  as  it  is  the  Gua> 
tom  with  these  sentlemen  never  to  apply  tp  the  supreme 
inagistrate  himself,  whatever  difficulties  they  labour  under^, 
but  to  transact  all  matters  relating  to  the  government  by  the 
mediation  of  the  principal  Chinese  merchants,  Mr  Anson 
was  advised  to  follow  the  same  method  upon  tliis  occasion, 
the  English  promising  (in  which  they  were  doubtless  sin* 
cere)  to  exert  all  their  interest  to  engage  the  merchants  in 
his  favour.  And  when  the  Chinese  merchants  were  applied 
to,  tkey  readily  undertook  the  management  of  it,  and  pro-, 
mised  to  answer  for  its  success ;  but  after  near  a  month's 
delay,  and  reiterated  excuses,  during  which,  intervai  they 
pretended  to  be  often  upon  the  point  of  oompletinn  the  btt«  ? 
iiness,  they  at  last  (being  pressed,  and  measures  being  tar 
)cen  for  delivering  a  letter  to  the  viceroy)  threw  off  the 
mask,  and  declared  they  neither  had  applied  to  the?iceiroj,i 
nor  could  they ;  for  he  was  too  great  a  man,  they  said,  for 
them  to  approach  on  any  occasion.  And,  not  contented 
with  having  themselves  thus  grossly  deceived  the  commot* ; 
dore,  they  now  used  all  their  persuasion  with  the  English  at 
Canton,  to  prevent  them  from  intermeddlins;  with  any 
thincr  that  regarded  him,  representing  to  them,  that  it  would 
in  an  probability  embroil  them  with  the  government,  and 
occasion  them  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble ;  which 
groundless  insinuations  had  indeed  but  too  much  weight 
with  those  they  were  applied  to. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  assign  a  reason  for  this  perfidious 
conduct  of  the  Chinese  merchants :  Interest  indeed  is  known 
to  exert  a  boundless  influence  over  the  inhabitants  of  that 
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ma^k  i  but  how  their  interctt  oonlil  be  affected  in  the  pre* 
lent  eoact  i»  not  easy  to  diacover*  nnleu  they  apprehended 
that  tlic  preaenoe  of  a  ship  of  force  might  damp  their  Ma« 
ailla  trade,  and  therefore  acted  in  this  manner  with  a  view 
of  forcing  the  commodore  to  Batatia ;  But  it  might  be  af 
nataral  in  this  light  to  tuppoae,  that  they  would  have  been 
eager  to  have  got  him  dii^tched.    I,  therefore,  rather  im« 
pnte  their  behaviour  to  the  unparalleled  puiillanimity  of  the 
nation,  and  to  the  awe  they  are  under  of  the  government ; 
for  at  such  a  ship  as  the  Centurion,  fitted  for  war  only,  had 
never  been  seen  in  those  parts  before,  she  was  the  horror  of 
these  dastards,  and  the  merchants  were  in  some  degree  teiw 
rified  even  with  the  idea  of  her,  and  could  not  think  of  ap* 
plying  to  the  viceroy  (who  is  doubtless  fond  of  all  opportnni* 
ties  of  fleecing  tliem)  without  representing  to  themselves 
the  pretences  which  a  hungry  and  tyrannical  raagistrattt 
might  possibly  find,  for  censurmg  their  intermeddling  in  so 
nnusuaJ  a  transaction,  in  which  he  might  pretend  the  inte- 
rest of  the  state  was  immediately  concerned.    However,  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  commodore  was  satisfied  that  nothing 
was  to  be  done  by  the  interposition  of  the  merchants,  as  n 
Was  on  his  pressing  them  to  delivers  letter  to  the  viceroy 
that  they  had  declared  they  durst  not  intermeddle,  and  had 
confessed,  that,  notwithstanding  all  their  pretences  of  ser« 
ving  him,  they  had  not  yet  taken  one  step  towards  it.    Mr 
Anson  therefore  told  them,  that  he  would  proceed  to  Bata* 
via  and  refit  his  ship  there ;  but  informed  them,  at  the  same 
time,  -that  this  was  impossible  to  be  done,  unless  he  was  sup- 

?lied  with  a  stock  of  provisions  sufficient  for  his  passage, 
'he  merchants  on  this  undertook  to  procure  him  provisions^ 
but  assured  him  that  it  was  what  they  durst  not  engage  in 
openly,  but  proposed  to  manaee  it  in  a  clandestine  manner, 
by  putting  a  quantity  of  bread,  flour,  and  other  provision, 
(m  board  the  English  sliips,  which  were  now  ready  to  sail, 
and  these  were  to  stop  at  the  mouth  of  the  Typa,wbere  the 
Centurion's  boats  were  to  receive  it.  This  article,  which  the 
merchants  represented  as  a  matter  of  great'  favour,  being 
settled,  the  commodore,  on  the  l6th  of  December,  return- 
ed from  Canton  to  the  ship,  seemingly  resolved  to  proceed 
to  Batavia  to  refit,  as  soon  as  he  should  get  his  supplies  of 
provision  on  board. 

But  Mr  Anson  (who  never  intended  going  to  Batavia) 

found,  on  bis  return  to  tlie  Centurion,  that  her  mion-mast 
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WM  tpitiDg  in  two  placet,  and  that  the  leak  wasconsiderabhp 
increased;  so  that,  uoon  the  whole,  he  was  folly  tatiafied^ 
that  though  he  shoula  lay  in  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisions, 
yet  it  would  be  impossibre  for  him  to  put  to  sea  without  ve- 
nttinp; :  For,  if  he  left  the  port  with  his  ship  in  her  prtfsi>nt 
condition,  she  would  be  in  the  utmost  danger  of  founder- 
ing, and  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  he  had 
met  with,  he  resolved  at  all  events  to  have  her  hove  down 
before  he  left  Macao.  He  was  fully  convinced,  by  what  he 
had  observed  at  Canton,  that  his  great  caution  not  to  in* 

i'nre  the  East  India  Company's  afrairs,  and  the  regard  he 
lad  shown  to  the  advice  of  their  officers,  had  occasioned 
all  his  embarrassments.  For  he  now  saw  clearly,  that  if  he 
had  at  6rst  carried  his  ship  into  the  river  of  CaDton>  and 
bad  immediately  applied  himself  to  the  mandarines,  who 
are  the  chief  officers  of  state,  instead  of  employing  the 
merchants  to  apply  for  him,  he  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  had  all  his  requests  granted,  and  would  have  been  soon 
dispatched.  He  had  already  lost  4  month  by  the  wrong 
measures  he  had  been  put  upon,  but  he  resolved  to  lose*  as 
little  more  time  as  possible ;  and,  therefore,  the  17th  of  De- 
cember, being  the  next  day  after  his  return  from  Canton, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  viceroy  of  that  place,  acquainting 
him  that  he  was  commander-in-chief  of^  a  squadron  of  his 
Britannic  majesty's  ships  of  war  which  had  been  cruising  foe 
two  years  past  in  the  South  Seas  against  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  at  war  with  the  king  his  master  ;  that,  in  his  way  back 
to  England,  he  had  put  into  the  port  of  Macao,  having  a 
considerable  leak  in  his  ship,  and  beina  in  great  want  of 
provisions,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  proceed  on 
his  voyage  till  his  ship  was  repaired,  and  he  was  supplied 
with  the  necessaries  he  wanted;  that  he  had  been  at  Clan- 
ton,  in  hopes  of  being  admitted  to  a  personal  audience  of 
his  excellency,  but  being  a  stranger  to  the  customs  of  the 
country,  he  had  not  been  able  to  inform  himself  what  steps 
were  necessary  to  be  taken  to  procure  such  an  audience, 
and  therefore  Vas  obliged  to  apply  to  him  in  this  manner, 
to  desire  his  ^cellency  to  give  orders  for  his  being  permit- 
ted to  employ  carpenters  and  proper  workmen  to  refit  his 
ship,  and  to  furnish  himself  with  provisions  and  stores, 
thereby  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his  voyage  to  Great  Bri- 
tain with  this  monsoon,  hopingj  at  the  same  time,-  that  these 
orders  would  be  issued  with  as  tittle  delay  as  possible,  lest 

it 
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il  might  occanoD  hit  loin  6f  the  leaaon,  and  he  might  he 
prevented,  from  departing  till  the  next  winter. 

This  letter  was  translated  into  the  Chinese  language,  and 
thti  commodorie  delivered  it  himself  to  the  hoppo,  or  chief 
officer  of  the  emperor's  customs  at  Macao,  desiring  him  to 
forward  it  to  the  viceroy  of  Canton  with  as  much  lexpedi" 
lion  as  he  could.  The  officer  at  first  seemed  unwilling  to 
take  charge  of  it,  and  raised  many  difficulties  about  it,  so 
that  Mr  Anson  suspected  him  of  beinr  in  league  wiih  the 
merchants  of  Canton,  who  had  always  shown  a  great  appre- 
hension of  the  commodore's  having  any  immediate  inter» 
course  with  the  viceroy  or  mandarines;  and,  therefore,  the 
commodorei  with  some  resentment,  took  back  his  letter 
from  the  hoppo,  and  told  him  he  would  immediately  send, 
an  officer  witn  it  to  Canton  in  his  own  boat,  and  would  give 
him  positive  orders  not  to  return  without  an  answer  nam 
the  viceroy.  The  hoppo,  perceiving  the  commodore  to  be 
in  earnest,  and  fearing  to  be  called  to  an  account  for  his 
refusal,  begged  to  be  entrusted  with  the  letter,  and  promi'^ 
aed  to  deliver  it,  and  to  procure  an  answer  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. And  now  it  was  soon  seen  how  justly  Mr  Anson  nad 
at  last  judged  of  the  proper  manner  of  dealing  with  the 
Chinese ;  for  this  letter  was  written  but  the  17th  of  l)ecem<« 
herj  as  halh  been  already  observed,  and  on  the  19th  in  the 
momin^^,  a  mandarine  of  the  £rst  rank,  who  was  governor, 
of  the  city  of  Janson,  together  with  two  mandarines  of  aa' 
inferior  class,  and  a  great  retinue  of  officers  and  servants^' 
having  with  them  eighteen  half  gallics,  decorated  with  a 
sreat  number  of  streamers,  and  furnished  with  music,  and 
full  of  men,  came  to  grapnel  a-head  of  th6  Centurion; 
whence  the  mandarine  sent  a  message  to  the  commodore, ' 
telling  him  that  he  (the  mandarine)  was  ordered  by  the  vice- 
roy of  Canton  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  ship,  and 
desiring  the  ship's  boat  might  be  sent  to  fetch  him  on  board* 
The  Centurion's  boat  was  immediately  dispatched,  and  pre- 
parations were  made  for  receiving  him ;  for  a  hundred  of . 
the  most  sightly  of  the  crew  were  uniformly  d/est  in  the  re- 
gimentals of  the  marines,  and  were  drawn  up  under  arms 
on  the  main>deck  on  his  arrival.  When  he  entered  the  ship 
he  was  saluted  by  the  drums,  and  what  other  military  mu-  r. 
sic  there  was  on  board ',  and,  passing  by  the  new-formed 
guard,  he  was  met  by  the  commodore  on  the  quarter-deck, 
who  conducted  him  to  the  great  cabin.    Here  the  Inanda- 
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line  explained  hit  comnniMioii,  deolaring,  that  bli  buiinew 
vat  to  examine  a!l  the  partioulan  menlionecl  in  the  com* 
modore's  letter  to  the  viceroy,  and  to  confront  them  with 
the  representation  that  had  oven  given  of  them ;  that  h« 
Waa  particularly  instructed  to  in«peot  the  leak,  and  hod  for 
that  purpose  brought  with  him  two  Chinese  oarpenteri{ 
and  that,  for  the  greater  regularity  and  disputcli  oi  his  bu« 
•iness,  he  bad  every  iiead  of  enquiry  separately  wrote  down 
on  a  sl.'cet  of  paper,  with  a  void  space  opposile  to  it,  where 
he  was  to  insert  such  information  and  t'emarks  thereon  •§ 
he  could  procure  by  his  own  observntion. 

This  mandarine  appeared  to  be  a  person  of  very  tonsldcr- 
able  parts,  and  endowed  with  more  frankness  and  honelty 
than  18  to  be  found  in  the  generality  of  the  Chinese.  After 
the  proper  enquiries  had  been  made,  particularly  about  the 
leak,  which  the  Chinese  carpentf>rs  reported  to  be  as  dan* 
gerous  as  it  had  beeii  represented,  and  consequently  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Centurion  to  proceed  to  sea  without 
being  refitted,  the  mandarine  expreaaed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  account  given  in  the  commodore's  letter.  And  thit 
magistrate,  as  he  was  more  intelligent  than  any  other  per* 
•on  of  his  nation  that  came  to  our  knowledge,  so  likewise 
was  he  more  curious  and  inquisitive,  viewing  each  part  of 
the  ship  with  particular  attention,  and  appearing  grcatfy 
surprised  at  the  largeness  of  the  lower-deck  guns,  and  at 
the  weight  and  size  of  the  shot.  The  commodore,  observing 
his  astonishment,  thought  this  a  proper  opportunity  to  con* 
vince  the  Chinese  of  the  prudence  of  granting  him  a  speedy 
and  ample  supply  of  all  he  wanted  :  With  this  view  he  told 
the  mandarine,  and  those  who  were  with  him,  that,  besides 
the  demands  be  made  for  a  general  supply,  he  had  a  parti- 
cular complaint  against  the  proceedings  of  the  custom* 
Kouse  of  Macao ;  that  at  his  first  arrival  the  Chinese  boats 
had  brought  on  board  plenty  of  greens,  and  variety  of  fresh 
provisions  for  daily  use,  for  which  they  had  always  been 
paid  to  their  full  satisfaction,  but  that  the  custom-house  of- 
ficers at  Macao  had  soon  forbid  them,  by  which  means  ha 
way  deprived  of  those  refreshments  which  were  of  the  ut» 
most  consequence  to  the  health  of  his  men  after  their  long 
#ud  sickly  voyage ;  that  as  they,  the  mandarines,  had  in- 
formed themselves  of  his  wants,  and  were  eye-witnesses  of 
'  the  force  and  strength  of  his  ship,  thev  might  be  satisfied  il 
was  not  for  want  of  power  to  supply  nimielf,  that  he  desi- 
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j'ed  the  MrmiMion  of  the  govemntf^nt  to  purchase  what  pro- 
viiiont  he  itood  ia  need  of;  that  thev  mnst  be  convinced 
that  the  Centurion  alone  was  capable  of  dieitrdying  the 
whole  navigation  of  the  port  of  Canton,  or  of  any  other  port 
in  China,  without  running  the  least  risk  from  ajl  the  force 
the  Chinese  could  collect ;  that  it  was  true  this  Was  not  the 
manner  of  proceeding  between  nations  in  friendship  with 
each  other,  but  it  was  likewise  true  that  it  was  not  custom- 
ary for  any  nation  to  permit  the  ships  of  their  friends  to 
starve  and  sink  in  their  ports,  when  those  friends  had  mo- 
ney to  supply  their  wants,  and  only  desired  liberty  to  lay  it 
out ;  that  tney  must  confess  he  and  his  people  had  hitherto 
behaved  with  great  modesty  and  reserve,  but  that,  as  his 
wants  were  each  day  increasmg,  hunger  would  at  last  prove 
too  strong  for  any  restraint,  and  necessity  was  acknowled- 
ged in  alfcountries  to  be  superior  to  every  other  law,  and 
therefore  it  could  not  be  expected  that  his  crew  would  long 
eontinue  to  starve  in  the  midst  of  that  plenty  to  which  their 
eyes  were  every  day  witnesses.   To  this  tlie  commodore 
added,  (though  perhaps  with  a  less  serious  aif,)  that  if  by 
the  delay  of  supplying  tiim  with  fresh  provisions  his  men 
should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  turning  cannibals,  and 
preying  upon  their  own  species,  it  was  easy  to  be  foreseen, 
that,  independent  of  their  friendship  to  their  comrades,  they 
would,  in  point  of  luxury,  prefer  the  plump  well-fed  Chinese 
to  their  own  emaciated  shipmates.    The  first  mandarine 
acquiesced  in  the  justness  oi  this  reasoning,  and  told  the 
commodore  that  he  should  that  night  proceed  for  Canton  { 
that  on  his  arrival  a  counsel  of  mandarines  would  be  sum- 
moned, of  which  he  himself  was  a  member,  and  that  by  be*  i- 
ing  employed  in  the  present  commission,  he  was  of  course 
the  commodore's  advocate ;  that,  as  he  was  fully  convinced 
of  the  urgency  of  Mr  Anson's  necessity,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  on  his  representation  the  counsel  would  be  of  the  same 
opinion ;  and  that  all  that  was  demanded  would  be  amply 
and  speedily  granted.  And  with  regard  to  the  commodore's 
complaint  of  the  custom-house  of  Macao,  he  undertook  to 
rectify  that  immediately  by  his  own  authority ;  for,  desiring 
a  list  to  be  given  him  of  the  quantity  of  provision  necessary  ' 
for  the  expense  of  the  ship  for  a  day,  he  wrote  a  permit  un- 
der it,  and  delivered  it  to  one  of  liis  attendants,  directing 
him  to  see  that  quantity  sent  on  board  early  every  morn- 
voL.  XI.  2  H  in^j 
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ing }  «|id  this  ord0r>  frum  that  tiqoe  forwarda«  was  punctniil- 
)j  opipplied  with.* 

Wbcp  thii*  weighty  ^fS^u  wai  thiii  ^<i  lome  degree  regi?^ 
I(|t4d>  kh«  oommoqore  invited  him  a^d  hip  two  n^t^adiMII 
iq^pdarlnep  to  dinner,  telling  them  ft(  the  lawe  time,  tut 
if  hi«  prpyif  iops,  either  in  kind  or  qmintity,  were  not  what 
they  might  expeqt,  th«y  mupt  th^nk  then»elve«  for  having 
confineq  him  to  M)  har4  an  allowance.  One  of  hi*  4i9h«i  was 
heef,  vvhioh  the  Chinese  all  dislike,  thoygh  Mr  Anffon  was 
not  apj^riziBd  of  it ;  this  seems  tp  be  derived  from  lh<  Indi« 
s«|pfriMtion«  whicli  for  tome  ages  past  h^s  made  a  |[reat  pro* 
grei I  m  Cfhino.    tioweyer,  his  gHeijti  did  not  entirely  rait ; 

ft»F 

*  Ca^'i|i  I^Mnstem,  in  his  very  interesting  work  alresdv  referred  tO|| 
relatea  nii  ^necdote,  which  it  may  amuse  Uie  reader  to  compare  with  the 
reasonine  of  Commodore  Anson's  now  siven : 

**  An  English  brig(The  Harrier)  of  eighteen  guns,  sent  by  Capuin  Wood, 
oomnaading  a  squadron  on  that  statipo,  («  demand  ind^mniacation  for  a 
Spanish  priie  strapded  on  the  coast  pf  China,  and  plundered  hy  the  native^, 
bad  the  f  ud^city,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  China,  which  prohibit  ships  of 
war  going' lip  the  Tigris,  to  force  her  way  as  high  as  Whampoa.  Two  nian* 
darines,  as  usual,  went  aboard  the  brig  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  en^ 
quire  what  her  cargo  was.  The  capitaia  shewed  them  a  canpoa*bsIl,  oa 
which  they  instaijtly  retired. 

f*  The  brig,"  Bays  IC.  "  had  found  her  way  to  Whampoa  without  a  pi- 
lot ;  and  the  captain,  with  a  guard-  of  twelve  men,  proceeded  to  Canton  to 
donand  the  payment  of  the  sum  (A'80,0Q0.)  This  daring  conduct  threw 
the  viceroy  into  astonishment,  and  perhaps  occasioned  him  some  terror ;  for 
Bot^iV  put  the  exGWJYe  cowardiice  or  tlie  Chinese  oopljd  have  deterred 
him  fwa  noticing  the  affixmt.  They,  indeed,  shewed  a  disposition  after  thp 
{Captain  had  quitted  Canton  of  avenging  themsdves,  but  this  aitogetjier  in 
their  customary  manner ;  and  1  was  assured,  thiit  the  yifwrov,  as  indemni- 
fication for  this  insult  of  the  English  captain,  had  imposed  a  heavy  fine 
mxMi  the  Koboqg  (a  company  of  merchants  poaseseing  the  menqpely  of  tha 
European  trade,)  uthough  thp  members  of  this  body  could  have  no  concent 
in  the  transaction."  Capt.  K.  is  decidedly  of  (^i|()ion,  that  nothing  but  re> 
ivolute  conduct  will  overcome  the  fickleness  and  knavery  of  the  Chinese. 
He  pays  a  high  compliment  to  our  count^men,  especially  Mr  Drummond, 
president  of  the  factpry,  w^o  interfered  m  his  beb&lf  wnen  at  Whampoe| 
and  with  e^ect,  when  they  could  easUy  have  thwarted  his  plan,  and  em- 
'  broiled  liis  government  with  that  of  China.  **  That  they  pursued  a  verjr 
diffiirent  line  of  condi|ct,"  says  he, "  will  appear  by  the  arove  account  of 
f heir  proceedings;  nor  can  I  sufficiently  r^ce  at  0ie  zeal  and  eagerness 
manifested  by  them  in  thif  business.!  Haa  we  been  detained  only  twenty- 
four  hours  longer  (be  had  applied  for  leave  to  deport,  which  was  granted 
with  mi|ch  difficulty,  and  actually  revoked  a  day  after  he  had  gone,^  wa 
must  have  fallen  into  the  absolute  power  of  these  savages,  who  have  neeq 
emboldened  by  an  useless  moderation,  not  o|ily  to  call  we  polite  natioofi  of 
lilurope  barbarians,  b<ut  also  to  treat  them  as  such."— £. 
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for  tbQ  ihre«  nMdarioci  completely  finiihed  the  while  p«f  t 
of  foor  large  fowli.  Bui  they  were  extremely  embemued 
•with  their  Koivet  and  fork*,  and  were  quite  incapable  of 
making  vtt€  of  them :  So  that,  after  tome  fniitleM  attempta 
to  help  themteWea,  which  were  anfficicntly  awkward,  one 
of  th«  attendants  was  obliged  to  cut  ibefr  meat  in  imali 
pieces  for  them.  9ut  whatever  difficulty  they  might  have 
>n  complying  with  the  European  manner  of  eating,  they 
seemed  not  to  be  novices  in  drinking.  The  commodore 
excused  himself  in  this  part  of  the  entertainment,  under 
Ihe  pretence  of  illness ;  Imt  there  being  another  gentleman 
present,  of  a  florid  and  jovial  complexion,  the  chief  man- 
darine  clapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  and  told  him  by  the 
interpreter,  thai  certainly  he  could  not  plead  sickness,  and 
therefore  insisted  on  his  bearing  him  company ;  and  that 
gentleman  peroaving,  that  after  they  had  dispatched  four 
or  five  bottles  of  Frontiniac,  the  mandaiine  still  continned 
jmruffled,  he  ordered  a  bottle  of  citron-water  to  be  brought 
lip,  which  the  Chinese  seemed  much  to  relish;  and  thisMik 
ing  near  finished,  they  arose  from  table  in  appearance  cool 
and  uninfluenced  by  what  they  had  drank,  and  thecommop* 
dore  having,  according  to  custom,  made  the  mandarine  a 
present,  they  all  departed  in  the  same  vessels^'tbat  brought 
them. 

After  their  departure,  the  commodore  with  great  impar 
tieoce  eypected  the  resolution  of  ihe  council,  and  the  ne- 
cessary licences  for  his  refitment  For  it  must  be  obser- 
ved, as  bath  already  appeared  from  the  preceding  narra- 
tion, that  be  could  neither  purchase  stores  nor  necessaries 
with  his  money,  nor  did  any  kind  of  workmen  dare  to  en- 
gage themselves  to  work  for  him,  without  the  permission  of 
the  government  first  obtained.  And  in  the  execution  of 
these  particular  injunctions,  the  majB;istrates  never  fail  <^ 
exercising  neat  severity,  they,  notwithstanding  the  fustian 
eulogiums  bestowed  on  them  by  the  catholic  missionaries 
and  their  European  copiers,  being  composed  of  the  same 
fragile  materials  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  often  ma- 
king use  of  the  authority  of  the  law,  not  to  suppress  crimes, 
but  to  enrich  themselves  by  the  pillage  of  those  who  com- 
mit them }  for  capital  punishments  are  rare  in  China,  the 
efleminate  genius  of  tne  nation,  and  their  strong  attach- 
ment to  lucre,  disposing  them  rather  to  make  use  of  fines; 
and  hence  arises  no  inconsiderable  profit  to  those  who  com- 
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pow  their  tribnnalf :  Contec^uently  prohibitioni  of  all  kindi« 
particalarly  luch  ■•  the  •llnrioff  prospect  of  sreat  profit  maj 
often  tempt  the  subject  to  infnnge,  cannot  but  be  favourit* 
inttittttiont  in  toch  a  aovemment.    But  to  return : 

Some  time  before  tnis«  Captain  Saundert  took  hit  pasiage 
to  England  on  board  a  Sweoith  ihlp,  and  was  charged  with 
dispatches  from  the  commodore;  and  soon  after,  in  the 
month  of  December,  Captain  Mitchel,  Colonel  Craeherode, 
and  Mr  Tassel,  one  of  the  agent-victuallers,  with  his  ne- 
phew Mr  Charles  Harriot,  embarked  on  board  some  of  onr 
cmnpany's  ships;  and  I,  having  obtained-  the  oommodorePt 
leave  to  return  home,  embarked  with  them. 

Whilst  we  lay  here  at  Macaoi  we  were  informed  by  some 
of  the  officers  of  our  Indiamen,  that  the  Severn  and  Pearl, 
the  two  ships  of  our  squadron,  which  had  separated  from 
us  off  Cape  Noir,  were  safely  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil.  •  I  have  formerly  taken  notice,  that  at  the 
time  of  their  separation,  we  apprehended  them  to  be  lost. 
And  there  were  many  reasons  which  greatly  favoured  this 
suspicion  :  For  we  knew  that  the  Severn  in  particular  was 
extremely  sickly  t  and  this  was  the  more  obvious  to  the  rest 
of  the  ships,  as,  m^  the  preceding  part  of  the  voyage,  het 
commander,' Captain  Legg,  had  been  remarkable  Tor  his 
exemplary  punctuality  in  keeping  his  station,  till,  for  the 
jast  ten  days  before  his  separation,  his  crew  was  so  dimi- 
nished and  enfeebled,  that  with  his  utmost  efforts  it  was 
not  possible  for  him  to  maintain  it.  Whatever  was  the 
cause  of  it,  the  Severn  was  bv  much  the  most  sickly  of  the 
squadron:  For  before  her  departure  from  St  Catharines, 
she  buried  more  men  than  any  of  them,  insomuch  that  the 
commodore  was  obliged  to  recruit  her  with  a  number  of 
fresh  hands;  and  the  mortality  still  continuing,  she  was  sup- 
plied with  men  a  second  time  at  sea,  after  our  setting  sail 
from  St  Julians;  and,  notwithstanding  these  different  rein- 
forcements, she  was  at  last  reduced  to  the  distressed  condi- 
tion I  have  already  mentioned. 

Notwithstandine  the  favourable  disposition  of  the  man<» 
darine  governor  of  Janson,  at  his  leaving  Mr  Anson,  seve^ 
ral  days  were  elapsed  before  he  had  any  advice  frora  him ; 
and  Mr  Anson  was  privately  informed  there  were  ^reat  de- 
bates in  council  upon  his  affair;  partly  perhaps  owmg  to  its 
being  so  unusual  a  case,  and  in  part  to  the  influence,  as  I 
buppose,  of  the  French  at  Canton :  For  they  bad  a  countryi> 
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roan  and  fMt  friend  reiiding  od  the  ipot^  who  spoke  the 
lanffuage  very  well,  and  wm  not  unacoaainted  with  the  ve- 
nanty  of  the  goverameoti  nor  with  tne  penoni  of  levefal 
of  th^  magistraiet,  and  contequently  could  not  be  at  a  loss 
for  maf^t  of  travertins  the  aisittance  desired  by  Mr  Anson. 
And  this  opposition  of  the  French  was  not  merely  the  ef- 
fect of  national  prejudice  or  contrariety  of  political  inte- 
restSf  but  was  in  good  measure  owing  to  their  vanity^  a  mo- 
tive of  much  more  weight  with  the  generality  of  mankind, 
than  any  attachment  to  the  public  service  of  their  commu- 
nity :  For,  the  French  pretending  their  Indiamen  to  be  men 
of  war,  their  officers  were  apprehensive  that  any  distinc- 
tion granted  to  Mr  Anson,  on  account  of  his  bearinff  the 
king^  commission,  would  render  them  less  considerable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Chinese,  and  would  establish  a  preposses- 
sion at  Canton  in  favour  of  ships  of  war,  by  whicn  tney,  at 
trading  vessels,  would  suffer  in  their  importance :  And  I 
wish  the  affectation  of  endeavouring  to  pass  for  men  of  war, 
and  the  fear  of  sinking  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chinese,  if 
the  Centurion  was  treated  in  a  different  manner  from  them- 
selves, had  been  confined  to  the  officers  of  the  French  shipt 
mily.'    However,  notwithstanding  all  these  obstacles,  it 
should  seem  that  the  representation  of  the  commodore  to 
the  mandarines  of  the  itu^ility  with  which  he  could  right 
himself,  if  justice  were  denied  him,  had  at  last  its  effect: 
For,  on  the  6th  of  January,  in  the  morning,  the  governor 
of  Janson,  the  commodore's  advocate,  sent  down  the  vice- 
roy of  Canton's  warrant  for  the  refitment  of  the  Centurion/ 
and  for  supplying  her  people  with  all  they  wanted ;  and 
the  next  day  a  number  of  Chinese  smiths  and  carpenters 
went  on  board  to  agree  for  the  work.    They  demanded  at 
fint  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand  pounds  sterling  ibr  the 
necessary  repairs  of  the  ship,  the  boati,  and  the  masts ; 
This  the  commodore  seemed  to  think  an  unreasonable  sum, 
and  endeavoured  to  persuade  them  to  work  by  the  day;  but 
that  proposal  they  would  not  hearken  to  ;  so  it  was  at  last 
agreed,  that  the  carpenters  should  have  to  the  amount  of 
about  six  hundred  pounds ;  and  that  the  smiths  should  be 
paid  for  their  iron-work  by  weight,  aUowiing  them  at  the 

rate 


'  Thif  sly  inBintmtioBt  it  is  prettv  evident  from  the  preceding  ntrmtivej 
is  directed  against  some  of  the  English  inerchants.~£. 
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rate  of  three  poundi  a  hnndred  nearly  for  the  imall  work/ 
and  fbrty-tix  shillings  for  the  large. 

This  being  regulated,  the  commodore  exerted  liimielf  to 
get  this  moit  important  business  completed ;  1  mean  the 
heaving  down  the  Centarion,  and  examining  the  state  of 
her  bottom  t  For  this  purpose  the  first  lieutenant  was  dis- 
patched to  Canton  to  hire  two  country  vesselSi  called  in  their 
language  jnnks,  one  of  them  being  intended  to  heave  down 
by,  and  the  other  to  serve  as  a  magazine  for  the  powder  and 
ammunition :  At  the  same  time  the  ground  was  smoothed 
on  one  of  the  neighbouring  islands,  and  a  large  tent  was 

{>itched  for  lodging  the  lumoer  and  provisions,  and  near  a 
mndred  Chinese  caulkers  were  soon  set  to  work  on  the 
decks  and  sides  of  the  ship.  But  all  these  prepeatior.i, 
and  the  getting  ready  the  careening  gear,  took  up  a  gitm 
deal  of  time ;  for  the  Chinese  caulkers,  though  thf-^  worked 
very  well,  were  far  from  being  expeditious;  and  it  was  the 
S6tn  of  January  before  the  junks  arrived ;  anr)  the  neces- 
sary materials,  which  were  to  be  purchased  at  Canton,  came 
down  very  slowly,  partly  from  the  distance  of  the  place,  and 
partly  from  the  delays  and  backwardness  of  the  Chinese 
merchants.  And  in  this  interval  Mr  Anson  had  the  addi- 
tional perplexity  to  discover  that  his  fore-mast  was  broken 
asunder  above  the  upper  deck  partners,  and  was  only  kept 
together  by  the  5tues  which  bad  been  formerly  clapt  upon 
it. 

However,  the  Cc viturion's  people  made  the  most  of  their 
time,  and  exerted  themselves  the  best  they  could ;  and  as, 
by  clearing  the  ship,  the  carpenters  were  enabled  to  come 
at  the  leak,  they  took  care  to  secure  that  effectually,  whilst 
the  other  preparations  were  going  forwards.  The  leak  was 
found  to  be  below  the  fifteen-foot  mark,  and  was  principally 
occasioned  by  one  of  the  bolts  being  wore  away  and  loose 
in  the  joining  of  the  stem  where  it  was  scarfed. 

At  fast  all  things  being  prepared,  they,  on  the  3Sd  of 
February,  in  the  morning,  hove  out  '1;^  fisi^t  course  of  the 
Centurion's  starlrrard  side,  and  had  w:  si  ^  it  Action  to  find 
that  her  bottom  appeared  sound  ar  .1  i(^r>ot!,  .>nJ^  the  .^^i 
day  (having  by  that  time  complettc  cuc  new  sheathing  of 
the  first  course)  they  righted  her  again,  to  set  up  anew  the 
careening  rigging  which  stretched  much.  Thus  thev  con- 
tinued heaving  down,  and  often  righting  the  ship  irom  a 
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niipicion  of  ther  careening  tackle,  till  the  ^d  of  Marrhi 
wh«n,  having  c<  vit  leted  tiit  ^k^y'mg  and  theftthing  the  hut- 
tom,  which  pruvccl  to  he  every  wh«r6  very  lound,  tlity  for 
the  lait  Utane  l^hted  the  ihip  to  their  great  ioy,  ior  tiot 
Only  the  fkligue  of  careening  hiuJ  been  considerable,  but 
thev  had  bOen  apprehensive  of  being  attacked  by  the  S[iar 
Aim»,  i^hlUt  the  ihip  was  thus  incapacitated  for  defence. 
Nor  wer(^  their  feart  altogether  grouiidlesfj  for  they  learnt 
Afterwards  by  a  Portuguese  veMeT.  that  the  Spaniard!  «t  Ma- 
ftilla  had  been  informed  that  the  Centurion  v.  as  in  the 
Typa,  and  intended  to  careen  there ;  and  that  thereupon 
the  governor  htul  sammoned  his  council,  and  h§d  proposed 
to  them  to  endeavour  to  burn  her  whilst  she  was  careening, 
I  which  Was  an  enterprise,  which,  if  properly  conducted, 
night  have  put  them  in  great  danger :  They  were  farther 
told  that  this  scheme  waa  not  only  proposed,  twit  resoWed 
on ;  and  thilt  a  captain  of  a  vessel  had  actually  undertaken 
to  perform  the  business  for  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  he 
was  not  to  receive  unless  he  succeeded ;  but  he  governor 
pretending  that  there  was  no  treasure  in  the  royal  chest, 
and  insisting  UiAt  the  merchants  should  advance  the  mo- 
ney, and  they  refusing  to  cofaiply  with  the  dem.  iid,  the  af- 
fair was  dropped :  Perhaps  the  merchimts  suspected  that 
the  whole  was  only  a  pretext  to  eet  forty  thousand  doUarl 
from  them ;  and  indeed  this  was  Mirmed  by  iOme  who  bore 
the  governor  no  good  will,  but  with  whM  truth  it  is  difficult 
to  ascertain. 

As  soon  ta  the  Centurion  iras  righted,  they  took  in  her 
f>oWd«r  and  gtinn^r's  stored,  and  pro<!e^ded  in  getting  in 
their  guns  as  fast  as  possible,  and  then  used  their  utmost 
tscpedition  in  repairing  the  fore-mast,  and  in  completing 
the  oth^r  articles  of  her  Refitment.  And  being  thus  eni- 
ployedy  they  were  alarmed  6h  the  lOth  of  March,  by  a  Chi- 
nese fisherman,  who  brought  them  intelligence  that  he  had 
been  on  bcrnrd  a  large  Spanish  ship  off  the  grand  Lac  rone, 
Imd  that  there  were  two  more  in  company  with  her-  He 
added  several  particulars  to  his  relation,  as  that  he  had 
brought  one  oi^ their  officers  to  Macao;  and  that,  on  this, 
boats  went  off  early  in  the  morning  from  Macao  to  thom  : 
And  the  better  to  establish  the  belief  of  his  veracity,  he 
said  he  desired  no  money  if  his  information  should  not 
prove  true.    This  waa  presently  believed  to  be  the  fore- 
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mentioned  expedition  from  Manilla,  and  the  commodore 
immediately  fitted  Uii  cannon  and  Bmnll  arms  in  the  beat 
manner  he  could  for  defence ;  utid  havinfi  then  hit  pinqacc 
and  cuUer  in  the  offing,  who  liod  been  ordered  to  examine 
n  Portuguese  vessel  which  wus  ptting  under  sail,  he  MOt 
thein  the  advice  he  had  receivcil,  and  directed  them  to  look 
cut  strictly:  But  no  such  shipA  ever  appeai^ed,  and  they 
were  soon  sutisHed  the  whole  of  the  story  was  a  fiction ; 
though  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  what  reason  could  induce 
the  fellow  to  be  ot  such  extraordinary  pains  to  impose  on 
them. 

It  was  the  besinning  of  April  before  they  had  new-rigged 
the  ship,  stowed  their  provisions  and  water  on  boardi  and 
had  fitted  her  for  the  sea ;  and  before  this  time  the  Chi- 
nese ffrew  very  uneasy,  and  extremely  desirous  that  she 
shouia  be  gone  \  either  not  knowing,  or  pretending  not  to 
believe,  that  this  was  a  point  the  commodore  was  as  eager- 
ly set  on  as  they  could  oe.  On  the  Sd  of  April,  two  man- 
darine boats  came  on  board  from  Macoo  to  urge  his  depar- 
ture ;  and  this  having  been  often  done  before,  though  there 
had  been  no  pretence  to  suspect  Mr  Anson  of  any  affected 
delays,  he  nt  this  last  message  answered  them  in  a  determi- 
ned tone,  desiring  them  to  give  him  no  further  trouble,  for 
he  would  go  when  he  thought  proper,  und  not  before.  On 
this  rebuke  the  Chinese  (though  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  compel  him  to  be  gone)  immediately  prohibited  all  pro- 
visions from  being  carried  on  board  him,  and  took  such  care 
that  their  injunctions  should  be  complied  with,  that  from 
that  time  forwards  nothing  could  be  purchased  at  any  rale 
whatever. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  the  Centurion  weighed  from  the 
Tvpa,  and  warped  to  the  southward ;  and  by  the  I5th,  she 
was  got  into  Macao  road,  completing  her  water  as  she 
passed  along,  so  that  there  remained  now  very  few  articles 
more  to  attend  to,  and  her  whole  business  being  finished 
by  the  19th,  she,  at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
weighed  and  made  sail,  and  stood  to  sea. 
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From  Macao  to  Cane  Etpiritu  Santo  {  the  taMag  ^  the  Ma- 
^  niila  Qalteon,  and  returning  back  agmit. 

Thb  commodore  woi  now  got  to  len.  with  hit  Bhip  very 
well  refitted,  his  stores  replenished,  and  on  additionul  stock 
of  provisions  on  board  :  His  crew  too  wos  somewhat  rein- 
forced ;  for  he  had  entered  twenty-three  men  during  his 
stay  at  Macao,  the  greatest  part  of  .which  were  Lascars  or 
Indian  sailors,  and  some  few  Dutch.  He  gave  out  at  Ma- 
cao  that  he  was  bound  to  Batavia,  and  thence  to  England  \ 
and  though  the  westerly  monroob  was  now  set  io.  when 
that  passage  is  considered  as  impractioablc,  ;|ret,  by  the  con- 
fidence he  had  expressed  in  the  strength  of  his  ship,  and  the 
dexterity  of  his  people,  he  had  persuaded  not  only  his  own 
crew,  but  the  people  at  Macao  iiicewise,  that  he  proposed 
to  try  this  unusual  experiment;  so  that  there  were  many 
letters  put  on  board  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  Canton  and 
Macao  for  their  friends  at  Batavia. 

But  his  real  design  was  of  a  very  different  nature:  For 
he  knew,  that  instead  of  one  annual  ship  from  Acapulco  to 
Manilla,  there  would  be  this  year  in  all  probability  two  $ 
since,  by  being  before  Acapulco,  he  had  prevented  one  of 
them  from  putting  to  sea  tne  preceding  season.  He  there- 
fore resolved  to  cruise  for  tliese  returning  vessels  off  Cape 
Espiritu  Santo,  on  the  island  of  Samal,  which  is  the  first 
land  they  always  make  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  And  as 
June  is  generally  the  month  in. which  they  arrive  there,  he 
doubted  not  but  he  should  get  Io  his  intended  station  time 
enough  to  intercept  them.  It  is  true,  they  were  said  to  be 
stout  vessels,  mounting  forty*four  guns  a-piece,  and  carry- 
ing above  five  hundred  hands,  and  might  be  expected  to 
return  in  company ;  and  he  himself  had  but  twd  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  hands  on  board,  of  which  near  thirty  were^ 
boys:  But  this  disproportion  of  strength  did  not  deter  nim,a»'  . 
he  knew  his  ship  to  be  much  better  fitted  for  a  sea-engaae- 
ment  than  theirs,  and  as  he  had  reason  to  expect  that  his 
men  would  exert  themselves  in  the  most  extraordinary  man- 
ner, when  they  had  in  view  the  immense  wealth  or  these 
Manilla  galleons.  . 
.      .  i  fins 


j 
1 


II 


i..ntj*i.f'..m'n 


'-1 


490 


Earl^  CirwmntitSgitiom.       fAiiiii  ildok  iv. 


Thig  project  the  commodore  had  resolved  on  in  his  own 
thoughts,  ever  since  his  leaving  the  coast  of  Mexico.  And 
the  greatest  mortification  ^hich  h6  deceived,  from  the  va- 
rious delavs  he  had  met  with  in  China,  was  his  appreben- 
siott>  lest  nt!  might  be  theteby  sd  lotig  tetai^ded  m  to  let  the 
galleons  escape  hliti^  Ittdfred,  fat  Maeao  it  Wa«  incumbent 
on  him  to  keep  these  views  extremely  secret ;  for  there  be- 
ing a  great  inuirfcdurselilid  A  muttitil  cdnneetiott  ilf  interests 
between  thM  ptirt  tod  Manilla,  hi  had  reasdti  to  fettf,  that ' 
if  his  'lesigtts  were  discdvered,  ititelligenc6  WOdId  he  imme- 
diately sent  to  Mfttillla,  and  m^asuln^s  taki^n  to  prevent  the 
galieobs  fH-om  fallino;  into  hiii  hirnds  t  But  bfeing  tiow  at  sea, 
atld  entirely  clear  of  the  cottst,  he  sotniiidiied  all  his  people 
on  the  quarter-deck,  and  informed  them  of  his  resdlutioil 
to  truise  for  the  two  Manilla  shlpi,  of  whose  wealth  they 
fftte  not  ignorant.  He  told  them  he  shoilld  chuse  a  station, 
wh^re  he  could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  them ;  and  though 
they  were  «tout  ships,  iltid  fbll  maimed,  yet,  if  his  dwtl  peo- 
ple behaved  lArith  theit  iecusldmed  spirit,  be  was  deflaitt  he 
should  prove  too  hard  for  them  both,  tind  thM  one  bf  them 
At  least  could  not  fail  of  becoming  his  pritse :  He  farther 
added,  that  many  ridicnlotls  tales  had  been  probti^ated 
About  the  stretigth  6f  the  sides  of  Uiese  ships,  aud  their  be- 
ing impenetrable  to  canttdn-shot ;  that  these  ^etiOt)§  had 
been  principally  invented  to  palliate  the  coWardiee  of  those 
^ho  had  formerly  engaged  them ;  but  he  hoped  thefe  were 
ndne  of  those  pretent  weak  enough  to  give  credit  to  so  ab- 
surd a  storv :  For  his  own  part,  be  did  assure  them  upon 
his  Word,  that,  whenever  he  met  with  them,  he  would  fight 
them  so  near,  that  they  should  find,  his  bullets,  instead  of 
being  stdpped  by  one  of  their  sides,  should  go  through  them 
both. 

This  speech  of  the  commodore's  was  received  by  his  peo- 
ple with  great  jdy  :  For  no  sooner  had  he  ended,  than  they 
expressed  their  approbation,  according  to  naval  custom,  by 
three  stretiuous  cheers,  and  all  dedared  their  determination 
to  succeed  or  perish,  wfaenevei-  the  dppdrtunit^  presented 
itself.  And  now  their  hopes,  which,  sinee  their  departure 
from  the  coast  of  Mexico,  nad  entirely  subsided,  were  agniii 
revived  \  and  they  all  persuaded  themselves,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  various  casualties  and  disappointments  they 
had  hitherto  met  with,  they  should  yet  be  repaid  the  price 
of  their  fatigues,  and  should  at  last  return  home  enriched 
2  _  >Yith 
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with  the  ipoilB  of  the  enemy :  For,  firmly  relyihg  on  th6  a»- 
surancei  of  the  commodore,  thM  they  should  certainly  meet 
with  Uie  veMelt,  tbe^  were  all  of  them  too  sanguine  to  doubt 
a  moment  of  mastering  them ;  so  that  they  considered  them- 
selves as  having  them  alteadV  in  their  (KiHlsession.  And  this 
confidtence  was  so  universally  spread  through  the  Whole 
ship's  company,  that,  ^e  commodore  having  taken  some 
Chinese  sheep  to  sea  with  htm  for  his  own  provision,  and 
one  day  enquiring  of  his  butcher,  why,  for  some  time  past, 
he  had  seen  no  mutton  at  his  table,  asking  him  if  all  the 
sheep  were  killed,  the  butcher  very  seriously  replied,  that 
there  were  indeed  two  sheep  left,  but  that,  if  his  honouir 
Would  give  him  leave,  he  proposed  to  keep  those  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  general  of  the  galleons. 

When  the  Centurion  left  the  port  of  Macao,  she  stood 
for  some  days  to  the  westward ;  and,  on  the  first  of  May, 
they  saw  part  of  the  island  of  Formosa ;  and,  standing  thence 
to  the  southward,  thev,  on  the  4th  of  May,  were  in  the  lati« 
tude  of  the  Bashee  islands,  as  laid  down  by  Dampier ;  but 
they  suspected  his  account  of  inaccuracy,  as  they  found  that 
he  had  been  considerably  mistaken  in  the  latitude  of  the 
sooth  end  of  Formosa :  For  this  reason  they  kept  a  good 
look-out,  and  about  seven  in  the  evening  discovered  from 
the  mast-head  five  small  islands,  which  were  judged  to  be 
the  Bashecs,  and  they  had  afterwards  a  sight  of  Bottle  To* 
bago  Xima*  By  this  means  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
correcting  the  position  of  the  Bashee  islands,  which  had 
been  hitherto  laid  down  twenty-five  leagues  too  far  to  the 
westward :  For,  by  their  observations,  they  esteemed  the 
middle  of  these  islands  to  be  in  21°  4'  north,  and  to  bear 
from  Botel  Tobago  Xima  S.S.E.  twenty  leagues  distant^ 
that  island  itself  being  in  21*  6V  north.'  ^ 

After 

'  The  Bashee  Islands  w«re  lo  called  by  Diunpler  from  the  name  of  a 
Kquor  used  by  the  natives.  Four  of  them  are  inhabited,  and  are  tolerably 
fertile,  producing  sugar  canes,  pine  apples,  plantaines,  potatoes,  &c.  and  ha- 
ving some  hogs  and  goats.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  reckoned  a  harmless 
and  peaceable  race,  are  said  to  resemble  the  Japanese,  and  probably  are 
derived  from  them.  The  unfortunate  Feyreuse  visited  one  of  the  most 
northerly  of  these  islands,  and  found  its  latitude  to  be  Sl°  9>  IS*  N.  Ar- 
rowsmith'a  map  la^s  them  down  very  particularly.  The  passage  betwixt 
Formosa  and  these  islands  is  held  very  dangerous  on  account  of  the  rock  call- 
ed Vele  Rete,  the  precise  situation  of  which  is  matter  of  discord  among  the 
navigators.  Captain  Knisenstem  went  through  this  passage  during  the 
night,  and  that  a  stormy  one  too,  with  perfect  safety,  keeping  the  middle  of 
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After  getting  a  sight  of  the  Bashee  islands^  they  stood 
between  the  S.  and  S.W.  for  Cape  Espiritu  Santo ;  and^  the 
SOtb  of  May  at  noon*  they  first  discovered  that  cape«  which 
about  four  o'clock  they  broueht  to  bear  S.S.W.  about  elev^it 
leaeues  distant.  It  appeared  to  be  of  a  moderate  height, 
with  several  round  hummopks  on  it.  As  it  was  known  that 
there  were  centinels  placed  upon  this  cape  to  make  signals  to 
the  Acapulco  ship,  when  she  first  falls  in  with  the  land,  tho 
commodore  immediately  tacked,  and  ordered  the  top-gallant 
sails  to  be  taken  in,  to  prevent  being  discovered;  and,  this 
being  the  station  in  which  it  was  resolved  to  cruise  for  the 
galleons,  they  kept  the  cape  between  the  south  and  the  west, 
and  endeavoured  to  confine  themselves  between  the  latitude 
of  12*  5(^9  and  13°  &',  the  cape  itself  lying,  by  their  obser* 
-vations,  in  12**  4(y  north,  and  4**  of  east  longitude  from  Bo- 
tel  Tobago  Xima. 

It  was  the  last  of  May,  when  they  arrived  off  this  cape ; 
and  the  month  of  June  being  that  in  which  the  Manilla 
ships  are  usually  expected,  the  Centurion's  people  were  now 
waiting  each^hour  with  the  utmost  impatience  lor  the  happy 
crisis  which  was  to  balance  the  account  of  all  their  past  ca^ 
lamities.  As  from  this  time  there  was  but  small  employ- 
ment for  the  crew,  the  commodore  ordered  them  almost 
every  day  to  be  exercised  in  the  management  of  the  great 

funs,  and  in  the  use  of  their  small  arms.  This  had  been 
is  practice,  more  or  less,  at  all  convenient  seasons,  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  voyage ;  and  the  advantages  which 
he  received  from  it,  in  his  engaeemcnt  with  the  galleon, 
were  an  ample  recompence  for  all  nis  care  and  attention.* 
The  galleons  being  now  expected,  the  commodore  made 
all  necessary  preparations  for  receiving  them,  having  hoist- 
ed out  his  long-boat,  and  lashed  her  alongside,  that  the  ship 
might  be  ready  for  engaging,  if  they  fell  in  with  the  galleons 
in  the  night.  All  this  time  too  he  was  very  solicitous  to 
keep  at  such  a  distance  from  the  cape,  as  not  to  be  disco- 
vered : 


the  channel,  and  havitie  men  continually  on  the  look*out.  He  seems  to 
prefer  the  position  of  ^le  Rete  and  its  reef  of  rocks,  (of  about  two  miles 
circuit,)  as  given  by  Broughton,  according  to  whose  observations  the  Ikti* 
tnde  is  21°  43'  84",  and  the  longitude  239°  l^.—E. 

*  The  original  has  here  some  reflections  on  the  importance  and  advanta- 
ges of  exercising  the  seamen  in  firing,  &c.  which,  however  good,  are  too 
common  and  obvious  to  merit  insertion.  The  art  of  destroying  men's  lives 
has  been  abundantly  improved  since  our  author^s  day.— £. 
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vered :  Bat  it  bath  been  iBince  learnt,  that  notwithstanding 
his  care,  he  was  seen  from  the  land ;  and  advice  of  him  was 
sent  to'  Manilla,  where  it  was  at  first  disbelieved,  but  on 
reiterated  intelligence  (for  it  seems  he  was  seen  more  than 
once)  their  mercnants  were  alarmed,  and  the  governor  was 
applied  to,  who  undertook  (the  commerce  supplying  the 
necessary  sums)  to  fit  out  a  force  consisting  of  two  ships  of 
thirty-two  guns,  one  of  twenty  guns,  and  two  sloops  of  tea 
guns  each,  to  attack  the  Centurion  on  her  station  :  And 
some  of  these  vessels  did  actually  weigh  with  this  view ; 
but  the  principal  ship  not  being  ready,  and  the  monsoon 
being  against  the«,  the  commerce  and  the  governor  dis- 
ft^eed,  and  the  enterprize  was  laid  aside*  This  frequent 
discovery  of  the  Centurion  from  the  shore  was  somewhat 
extraordinary ;  for  the  pitch  of  the  cape  is  not  high,  and 
she  usually  kept  from  ten  to  fifteen  leagues  distant;  though 
once  indeed,  by  an  indraught  of  the  tide,  as  was  supposed^ 
they  found  themselves  in  the  morning  within  seven  leagues 
of  the  land. 

As  the  month  of  June  advanced,  the  expectancy  and  im« 
patience  of  the  commodore's  people  each  day  increased. 
And  I  think  no  better  idea  can  be  given  of  their  great  ea- 
eemess  on  this  occasion,  than  by  copying  a  few  paragraphs 
irom  the  journal  of  an  officer,  who  was  then  on  board,  as 
it  will,  I  presume,  be  a  more  natural  picture  of  the  full  at-^ 
tachment  of  their  thoughts  to  the  business  of  their  cruise, 
than  can  be  given  by  any  other  means.  The  paragraphs  I 
have  selected,  as  they  occur  in  order  of  time,  are  as  fol- 
low: 

f.  *€  j£f^  31.  Exercising  our  men  at  their  quarters,  in  great 
expectation  of  meeting  with  the  ealleous  very  soon ;  this 
being  the  eleventh  of  June  their  stile." 

"  Junes,  Keeping  in  our  stations,  and  looking  out  for 
the  galleons." 

"  June  5.  Begin  now  to  be  in  great  expectation,  this  be- 
ing the  middle  of  June  their  stile." 

*'  June  II.  Begin  to  grow  impatient  at  not  seeing  the 
galleons." 

''  June  IS.  The  wind  having  blown  fresh'easterly  for  the 
forty-eight  hours  past,  gives  us  great  expectations  of  seeing 
the  galleons  soon." 

'*  June  15»  Cruising  on  and  off,  and  looking  out  strictly." 

"June 
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<'  June  19.  Thia  being  the  laat  d»y  of  Jupe.  N.S.  the  gal* 
leonsi  if  they  arrive  at  allj  iiii|«t  appear  soon." 

From  these  samples  it  is  «H0ic)entlv  evident^  how  00m- 
pletely  the  treasure  of  the  gallons  bci  engrossed  their  ima- 

S*Qation,  and  how  anxiously  they  passed  the  latter  part  of 
eir  cruiaej  when  the  certainty  ofthe  arrival  of  these  ves- 
sels was  dwindled  down  to  prohahlU^  Qn\y,  and  that  proba- 
bility became  each  hour  moro  and  qiore  doubtful.  How- 
ever>  on  Ihe  90th  of  Junoj  O.  S.  being  jw9t  a  month  from 
their  arrival  on  their  stationi  they  were  relieved  from  this 
Rtate  of  uncertainty ;  when,  at  sun-rise>  they  discovered  a 
aail  from  the  mast-head,  in  the  S.E.  quarter.  On  thia«  a 
general  joy  spread  through  the  whole  ship ;  for  they  bad 
no  doubt  but  this  was  one  of  th?  galleons,  and  they  expect- 
ed soon  \Q  see  the  other.  The  commodore  instantly  stood 
lowards  li?rj  and  at  half  ^n  hour  after  sev^n  they  were  near 
enough  to  see  her  from  the  Centurion's  deck ;  at  which 
jUme  the  galleon  fired  a  gnn,  and  took  in  her  top-gallant 
sails,  which  was  supposed  to  be  a  signal  to  her  con^tort,  to 
hasten  her  np }  and  therefore  the  Centurion  fired  a  ^n  to 
leeward,  to  f^muse  ber«  The  commodore  was  surprued  to 
ifind,  that  in  all  this  time  the  gt^lleon  did  not  qhaoge  her 
coarse,  but  continued  to  bear  down  upon  biro }  for  he  hard- 
ly believed,  what  afterwards  appeared  to  be  the  case,  that 
she  knew  his  ship  to  be  the  Centurion,  and  resolved  to  0ght 
bim. 

About  noon  the  commodore  was  little  more  than  a  lea- 
gue distant  from  the  galleon,  and  could  fetch  her  wake,  so 
that  she  could  not  now  escape  ;  and,  no  second  ship  appear- 
ing, it  was  concluded  that  she  had  been  separated  from  her 
consort.  Soon  after,  the  galleon  baled  up  ner  fore-sail,  and 
brought-to  under  top-sails,  with  her  head  to  the  north- 
ward^  hoisting  Spanish  colours,  and  having  the  standard  of 
Spain  flying  at  the  top-gallant-mast-head.  Mr  Anson,  in 
the  mean  tim^^  had  prepared  all  things  for  an  engagement 
on  board  the  Centurion,  and  had  taken  all  possible  care, 
both  for  the  most  effectual  exertion  of  his  ^mall  strength, 
and  for  the  avoiding  the  confusion  and  tumult  too  frequent 
in  actiioj(^  of  tbi«  kind.  He  picked  out  about  thirty  of  his 
choiqest  bimcl?  and  best  marksmen,  whom  he  distributed 
into  his  tops,  and  who  fully  answered  his  expectation,  by 
the  siffQ^)  services  they  per  formed^  Al  h^  hi^d  iH)t  bands 
enough  remainmg  to  quarter  a  sufficient  number  to  each 
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real  gun,  in  the  quitomary  m(uiner«  he  therefore,  on  hi« 
lower  tire,  fixed  only  two  iqen  to  e«ch  van,  who  were  to 
he  folely  epiiployed  ii|  loadiog  it,  whilst  the  reat  of  hiy  peo* 
pie  were  divideq  ipto  different  ^gs  of  ten  or  twelve  men 
each,  who  w^e  oonitfwit^  wovipg  i^hopt  the  decks,  to  ran 
out  and  fire  >«ch  gyns  its  were  loaded.  By  t^  nianfige<* 
ment  he  was  enabled  to  make  use  of  i^ll  his  guns;  and.  instead 
of  firing  hroad-rsides  with  intervals  between  them,  he  kept 
up  a  constant  ^re  without  intermission,  whence  he  doubted 
not  to  procure  very  sisnal  advantages ;  for  it  is  common 
with  the  Spaniards  to  tall  down  upon  the  decks  when  they 
see  a  broaaside  preparing,  and  to  continue  in  that  posture 
till  it  is  given ;  after  which  they  rise  again,  and,  presuming 
the  dancer  to  be  for  some  time  over,  work  the^  guns,  a^d 
fire  with  ^at  briskness,  till  another  broad-^ide  is  ready : 
But  the  firing  gun  by  gun,  ii^  the  manner  directed  by  the 
commodore,  rendered  this  praetice  of  theirs  impossible. 

The  Centurion  being  thus  prepared,  and  nearmg  the  gal- 
leon apace,  there  happened,  a  little  after  noo^,  several 
squalls  of  wind  and  ra^n,  which  often  obscured  the  gall^^on 
from  their  sight }  but  whenever  it  cleared  up,  they  onierved 
her  resolutely  lying-to ;  and,  towards  one  o  plook,  the  Cen- 
turion hoisted  her  broad  pendant  and  eolours,  fhe  being 
then  within  gun*sho»  of  the  enemy.    And  the  commodore 
observing  the  Spaniards  to  have  neglected  clearing  their 
ship  till  that  time,  as  he  then  saw  them  throwing  overboard 
cattle  and  lumber,  he  gave  orders  to  fire  upon  them  with 
the  chace-guns,  to  embarrass  them  in  their  work,,  apd  pre- 
vent them  from  completing  it,  though  his  general  direc- 
tions had  been  not  to  engage  till  they  were  within  pistol- 
shot.    The  gcdleon  returned  the  fire  with  two  of  her  stem- 
chacers ;  and,  the  Centurion  getting  her  sprit'rsaiUyard  fore 
and  aft,  that  if  necessary  she  might  be  ready  for  boarding, 
the  Spaniards  in  a  bravado  rigged  their  sprit-^i)-yard  fore 
and  aft  likewise.    Soon  after,  the  Centurion  came  a?  breast 
of  the  enemy  within  pistol-shot,  keeping  tQ  the  leeward 
with  a  view  of  preventing  them  from  putting  before  the 
wind,  and  gaining  the  port  of  Jalapay,  from  which  they 
were  about  seven  leagues  distant.  And  now  the  engagement 
began  in  earnest,  and,  for  the  first  half  hour,  Mr  Anson 
over-reached  the  galleon,  and  lay  on  her  bow ;  where,  by 
the  great  wideness  of  his  ports,  he  could  traverse  almost  all 
his  guns  uppn  the  enernVf  whilst  the  galleQn,  qould  only 
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bring  a  part  of  hert  to  bear.     Immediately  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action^  the  mats,  with  which  the  galleon 
had  ituffed  her  netting,  took  fire,  and  burnt  yiolentJy,  bla- 
zing up  half  at  high  ai  the  mizen-top.   This  accident  (lup- 
posed  to  be  caused  by  the  Centurion  s  wads)  threw  the  ene- 
my into  great  confusion,  and  at  the  same  time  alarmed  the 
commodore,  for  he  feared  least  the  galleon  should  be  burnt, 
and  least  he  himself  too  might  suffer  by  her  drivine  on 
board  him :  But  the  Spaniards  at  last  freed  themselves  from 
the  fire,  by  cutting  away  the  netting,  and  tumbling  the 
whole  mass,  which  was  in  flames,  into  the  sea.  But  stui  the 
Centurion  kept  her  first  advantageous  position,  firing  her 
cannon  with  great  regularity  and  briskness,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  the  galleon's  decks  lay  open  to  her  top-men, 
who,  having  at  their  first  volley  driven  the  Spaniards  from 
their  tops,  made  prodigious  havock  with  their  small-arms, 
killing  or  wounding  every  officer  but  one  that  ever  appear- 
ed on  the  quarter-deck,  and  wonndine  in  particular  the  ge- 
neral of  the  galleon  himself.    And  though  the  Centurion, 
after  the  first  half  hour,  lost  her  original  situation,  and  was 
close  alongside  the  galleon,  and  the  enemy  continued  to 
fire  briskly  for  near  an  hour  longer,  yet  at  last  the  commo- 
dore's grape-shot  swept  their  decks  so  effectually,  and  the 
number  of  their  slain  and  wounded  was  so  considerable, 
that  they  began  to  fall  into  great  disorder,  especially  as  the 
general,  who  was  the  life  of  the  action,  was  no  longer  capa- 
ble of  exerting  himself.    Their  embarrassment  was  visible 
from  on  board  the  commodore.  For  the  ships  were  so  near, 
that  some  of  the  Spanish  officers  were  seen  running  about, 
with  ereat  assiduity,  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  their  men 
from  meir  quarters  :  But  all  their  endeavours  were  in  vain ; 
for  after  having,  as  a  last  effort,  fired  five  or  six  guns  with 
more  judgment  than  usual,  they  gave  up  the  contest ;  and, 
the  galleon's  colours  being  singed  off  the  ensign-staff  in  the 
beginning  of  the  engagement,  she  struck  the  standard  at 
her  maiu-top-gallant-mast-head,  the  person  who  was  em- 
ployed to  do  it,  having  been  in  imminent  peril  of  being 
killed,  had  not  the  commodore,  who  perceived  what  he  was 
about,  given  express  orders  to  his  people  to  desist  from 

Thus  was  the  Centurion  possessed  of  this  rich  prize,' 
amounting  in  value  to  near  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. . 
She  was  called  the  Nostra  Signora  de  Cabadonga,  and  was 
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eofbttiancled  by  the  general  Don  Jeronimo  de  Montero,  w 
Portuguese  by  birth,  And  the  most  approved  officer  for  skill 
and  courage  of  any  einuioyed  in  that  service.  The  galleon 
was  much  larger  than  the  Centurion,  had  five  hundred  and 
fifly  men  and  thirty-six  guns  mounted  for  actioti>  besides' 
twenty-eisht  pidreroes  in  her  gunwale,  quarters  and  tops, 
each  of  wnich  carried  a  four-pound  ball,  aiie  was  very  well 
furnished  with  small  arms,  pnd  was  particularly  provided 
againHt  boarding,  both  by  her  close  quarters,  and  bv  a  strong 
net-work  of  two-inch  rope,  which  was  laced  over  her  waist, 
and  was  defended  by  half  pikes.  She  had  sixty-seven  kill- 
ed in  the  action,  and  eiahtv-four  wounded,  whiht  the  Cen- 
turion had  only  two  killed,  and  a  lieutenant  and  sixteen 
wounded,  all  of  whom,  but  one,  recovered :  Of  so  little  con« 
sequence  are  the  most  destructive  arms  in  untutored  and 
unpractised  hands. 

Tiie  treasure  thus  taken  by  the  Centurion  having  been  for 
at  least  ei.si;ht*'en  months  the  great  object  of  their  hopes,  it 
is  inipoSsible  to  describe  the  transport  on  board,  when,  after 
all  their  reiterated  disappointments,  they  at  last  saw  their* 
wishes  accomplished.  But  their  joy  was  near  being  sud-* 
denly  damped  by  a  most  tremendous  incident :  For  no  soonr 
er  had  the  ealleon  struck,  than  one  of  the  lieutenants  com.« 
ing  to  Mr  Anson  to  congratulate  him  on  his  prize,  whisper- 
ed him  at  the  same  time,  that  the  Centurion  was  danger- 
ously on  fire  near  the  powder-room.  The  commodore  re- 
ceived this  dreadful  news  without  any  apparent  emotion, 
and,  taking  care  not  to  alarm  his  people,  gave  the  necessary 
orders  for  extinguishing  it,  which  was  happily  done  in  a 
short  time,  though  its  appearance  at  first  was  extremely  ter- 
rible. It  seems  some  cartridges  had  been  blown  up  by  ac- 
cident between  decks,  by  which  a  quantity  of  oakum  in  the 
after-hatch-way,  near  the  after-powder-room,  was  set  on 
fire ;  and  the  great  smother  and  smoke  of  the  oakum  occa<' 
sioned  the  apprehension  of  a  more  extended  and  mischie" 
vous  fire.  At  the  same  instant,  too,  the  galleon  fell  on  board 
the  Centurion  on  the  starboard  quarter,  but  she  was  cleared 
without  doing  or  receiving  any  considerable  damage. 

The  commodore  made  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr  Saumarez, 
captain  of  this  prize,  appointing  her  a  post-ship  in  his  ma- 
jesty's service.  Captain  Saumarez,  before  night,  sent  on 
board  the  Centurion  all  the  Spanish  prisoners,  but  such  as 
were  thought  the  most  proper  to  be  retained  to  assist  in  na- 
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vigatiag  the  galleon.  And  now  the  commodore  learnt,  from 
some  of  the  priaoneri,  that  the  other  ship*  which  he  had 
kept  in  the  port  of  Acapnlco  the  preceding  year,  imtead  of 
returning  in  companv  with  the  present  prize,  as  wa*  expeot* 
•d,  had  set  sail  from  Acapulco  alone  much  sooner  than  usual, 
and  had,  in  all  probability,  got  itite  the  porlof  Manilla  long 
before  the  Centurion  arrived  off  Espiritu  SaoAo  $  so  that 
Mr  Ansqn,  notwithstanding  his  present  succeau  had  graal; 
reason  to  regret  his  loss  of  time  at  Macao,  which  pnevented 
him  from  taking  two  rich  prizes  icsteud  of  one. 

The  commodore,  when  the  action  was  ended,  resolved  to 
make  the  besi  of  his  way  with  his  prize  for  the  river  of  Can- 
ton,  being  in  the  mean  time  fully  employed  in  securing  hit 
prisoners,  and  in  removing  the  treasure  from  on  boara  tbe 
galleon  into  the  Centurion.  The  last  of  these  operations 
was  too  important  to  be  postponed ;  for  a^  the  navigation 
to  Canton  was  through  seas  out  little  kuo  a  n,  and  wh#re, 
from  the  season  of  the  year,  much  bad  weather  might  be 
expected,  it  was  of  great  consequence  thut  the  treasure 
should  be  ^nt  on  board  the  Centurion,  which  ship,  by  the 
presence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  greater  number  of 
ner  hands,  and  her  other  advantages,  was  doubtless  much 
•ai'er  against  all  the  casualties  of  winds  and  seas  th^o,  the 
galleon  ;  and  the  securing  the  prisoners  was  a  matter  of  stiU 
more  consequence,  as  not  ci  y  the  possession  of  the  trea-^ 
sure,  but  the  lives  of  tbe  captors,  depended  thereon.  This 
was  indeed  an  article  which  gave  the  commodore  much 
trouble  and  disquietude ;  for  they  were  above  double,  the 
number  of  his  own  people ;  and  some  of  them,  when  they 
were  brought  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  had  observed 
bow  slenderljr  she  was  manned,  and  tbe  large  proportion 
which  the  striplings  bore  to  the  rest,  could  not  help  express^ 
ing  themselves  with  great  indignation  to  be  thus  beaten  by 
a  handful  of  boys.  The  method,  which  was  taken  to  hinder 
them  from  rising,  was  by  placing  all  but  the  officers  and 
the  wounded  in  the  hold,  where,  to  give  them  as  much  air 
as  possible,  two  hatch-ways  were  left  open ;  but  then  (to 
avoid  all  danger,  whilst  the  Centurien's  people  should  be 
employed  upon  the  deck)  there  was  a  square  partition  of 
thick  planks,  made  in  the  shape  of  a  funnel,  which  enclosed 
each  natch*way  on  the  lower  deck,  and  reached  to  that  di- 
rectly over  it  on  the  upper  deck ;  these  funnels  served  to 
communicate  the  air  to  the  hold  better  than  could  have 
-     -    '  '  .IT  .    been 
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been  done  without  them ;  atid,  at  the  tame  timef  added' 
greatly  to  the  lecurity  of  the  ibip ;  for  they  beia^  seven  or 
eight  feet  high,  it  would  have  been  extreoiely  difficult  for 
the  Spaniards  to  have  claitobered  tft>  |  and  stiH  to  auffment 
that  aifficnlty,  four  twivd-guna  loaded  with  muflcaiet*bu)let« 
were  plantaa  at  the  month  of  each'  funnel,  ana  a  centinel 
with  lighted  match  constantly  attended>  prepared  to  fire  in- 
to the  hold  amongst  them,  in  case  ot  any  disturbance. 
Their  officers,  who  amounted  to'sevealeen  or  eighteen,  were 
all  lodged  in  the  first  lieutenant's  cabin,  under  a  constant 
^uard  of  six  men  ;  and  the  general,  as  he  was  wounded>  lay 
m  the  commodore's  cabin  with  a  centinel  always  with  him ; 
and  they  were  all  informed,  that  any  violence  or  disturbance 
would  M  punished  with  instant  death.  And  that  the  Cen- 
turion's people  might  be  at  all  times  prepared,  if,  notwith- 
standing these  regulations,  any  tumult  should  arise,  the 
small  arms  were  constantly  kept  loaded  in  a  proper  place, 
whilst  all  the  men  went  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pistola; 
and  no  officer  ever  pulled  off  his  cloaths,  and  when  be  slept 
had  always  his  arms  lying  ready  by  him. 

These  measures  were  obviously  necessary,  considering 
the  hazards  to  which  the  commodore  and  his  people  would 
have  been  exposed,  had  they  been  less  careful.  Indeed, 
the  sufferings  of  the  poor  prisoners,  though  impossible  to 
be  alleviated,  were  much  to  be  commiserated ;  for  the  wea- 
ther was  extremely  hot,  the  stench  of  the  hold  loathsome 
beyond  all  conception,  and  their  allowance  of  water  buti 
just  sufficient  to  keep  them  alive,  it  not  being  practicable 
to  spare  them  more  than  at  the  rate  of  a  pint  a-day  for  each, 
the  crew  themselves  having  only  an  allowance  of  a  pint  andi 
a  half.  All  this  considered,  it  was  wonderful  that«  not  a 
man  of  them  died  during  their  long  confinement,  except 
three  of  the  wounded,  vrho  died  the  same  night  they  were 
taken ;  though  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  greatest  part 
of  them  were  strangely  metamorphosed  by  the  heat  of  the 
hold ;  for  when  they  were  first  taken,  they  were  sightly, 
robust  fellows ;  but  when,  after  above  a  month's  imprison- 
ment, they  were  discharged  in  the  river  of  Canton,  they 
were  reduced  to  mere  skeletons ;  and  their  air  and  looks 
corresponded  much  more  to  the  conception  formed  of 
ghosts  and  spectres,  than  to  the  figure  and  appearance  of 
real  men. 

Thus  employed  in  securing  the  treasure  and  the  prisoners, 
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the  commodore  tlood  for  the  river  of  Canton ;  and,  on  th«  ■ 
SOth  of  June,  at  lix  in  the  evening,  got  tight  of  Cape  De-  ■ 
langano,  which  then  bore  writ  ten  leagues  distant ;  and,  the 
next  day,  he  made  the  Baihee  iilandi,  anti  the  wind  being 
■o  far  to  the  northward,  that  it  Was  diflicolt  to  weather 
them,  it  wai  resolved  to  stand  through  between  OraftoD 
and  Monmouth  islands,  where  the  pasMge  seemed  to  be 
clear ;  but  in  Metting  through,  the  sea  hsid  a  very  danger- 
ous aspect,  for  it  rippled  and  foamed,  as  if  it  bad  been  full  of 
breakers,  which  was  still  more  terrible,  as  it  was  then  night. 
But  the  ships  got  through  very  safe,  (the  prize  always  keep- 
ing a-head)  mid  it  was  found  that  the  appearance  which  had 
alarmed  them  had  been  occasioned  only  by  a  strong  tide. 
I  must  here  observe,  that  though  the  Bashee  islands  are 
usually  reckon)  d  to  be  no  more  than  five,  yet  there  are 
many  more  lying  about  them  to  the  westward,  which,  as 
the  channels  amongst  Ihtm  are  not  at  all  known,  makes  it 
advisable  for  ships,  rather  to  pass  to  the  northward  or 
southward,  than  through  them ;  and  indeed  the  commodore 
proposed  to  have  gone  to  the  northward,  between  them  and  ■ 
Formosa,  had  rt  been  possible  for  him  to  have  weathered 
them.     From  hence  the  Centurion   steering  the  proper' 
course  for  the  river  of  Canton,  she,  on  the  8th  of  July,  dis-  < 
covered  the  island  of  Supata,  the  westermost  of  the  LenrNi- 
inlands.    This  island   they  made  to  be  an  hundred  and' 
thirty-nine  leagues  distant  from  Grafton's  island,  and  to' 
bear  from  it  north  8-^°,  S?"  west:  And,  on  the  11th,  having 
taken  on  board  two  Chinese  pilots*  one  for  the  Centurion, 
and  the  other  for  the  prize,  they  cauie  to  an  anchor  off  the 
city  of  Macao. 

By  this  time  the  particulars  of  the  cargo  of  the  galleon 
were  well  ascertained,  and  it  was  found- that  she  had  on 
board  1,313,843  pieces  of  eight,  and  35,68£oz.  of  virgid 
silver,  besides  some  cochineal,  and  a  few  othev  commodi« 
ties,  which,  however,  were  but  of  small  account,  in  compari- 
son  of  the  specie.  And  this  being  the  commodore's  lost 
prize,  it  hence  appears,  that  all  the  treasure  taken  by  the 
Centurion  was  not  much  short  of  400,()0(>/.  independent  of 
the  ships  and  merchandise,  which  she  either  burnt  or  de- 
siroyed,  and  which,  by  the  most  reasonable  estimation, 
could  not  amount  to  so  little  as  500,000/.  more ;  so  that  the 
whole  loss  of  the  enemy,  by  our  sijuadron,  did  doubtless  ex- 
ceed a  million  sterling.    To  which,  if  there  be  added  the 
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great  expence  of  the  court  of  Spain,  in  fitting  out  Pizarro, 
uod  in  paying  the  additional  charges  in  Ainurica,  incurred 
nn  our  ticcount,  together  with  the  loai  of  thoir  men  of  war, 
the  total  of  all  these  articles  wilt  be  a  most  exorbitant  luoi, 
and  is  the  strongest  conviction  of  the  utility  of  tltis  expedi- 
tion, which,  with  all  its  numerous  disadvantages,  did  yet 
prove  so  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  enemy. 


SfiCTlOM  XXXI. 

4  Tramactiom  in  the  River  of  Canton. 

"  Thk  commodore,  having  tnken  pilots  on  board,  proceed* 
cd  with  his  prize  for  the  river  of  Canton ;  and  on  tiiie  Uth 
of  July,  came  to  an  anchor  short  of  the  Bocca  Tigris,  which 
is  a  narrow  passage  forming  the  mouth  of  that  river  :  This 
entrance  he  proposed  to  stand  through  the  next  day,  and  to 
run  up  as  far  as  Tiger  island,  which  lit  a  very  safe  road,  se- 
cured from  all  winds.  But  whilst  the  Centurion  and  her 
prize  were  thus  at  anchor,  a  boat  witli  an  officer  came  oiF 
from  the  mandarine,  commanding  the  forts  at  Bocca  Tigris, 
to  examme  what  the  shipn  were,  and  whence  they  came. 
Mr  Anson  informed  the  officer,  that  his  ship  was  a  ship  of 
war,  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the 
other  in  company  with  him  was  a  prize  he  had  taken ;  that 
he  was  going  into  Canton  river  to  shelter  himself  against 
the  hurricanes  which  were  then  coming  on ;  and  that  as 
soon  as  tiie  monsoon  shifted,  he  should  proceed  for  Eng- 
land. The  officer  then  desired  an  account  of  what  men, 
guns,  and  ammunition  were  on  board,  a  list  of  all  which  he 
said  was  to  be  sent  to  the  government  of  Canton.  But 
when  these  articles  were  repeated  to  him,  particularly  when 
h?  was  told  that  there  were  in  the  Centurion  four  hundred 
firelocks,  aiid  between  three  and  four  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  he  shrugged  up  his  shoulders,  and  seemed  to  be 
terriiied  with  the  oare  recital,  sayini;,  that  no  ships  ever 
came  into  Canton  river  armed  in  that  manner;  adding,  that 
he  durst  not  set  down  the  whole  of  tiiis  force,  lest  it  stiould 
too  much  alarm  the  regency.  After  he  had  finished  his  en- 
quiries, and  was  preparmg  to  depart,  he  desired  to  leave  the 
two  custom-house  officers  behind  him ;  on  which  the  com 
wodore  told  him,  that  though  as  a  man  of  war  he  was  pro* 
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hibited  from  trading,  and  had  nothing^  to  do  with  custoow 
or  duties  of  any  kind,  yet,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Chi- 
nese, he  would  permit  two  of  their  people  to  be  left  on 
board,  who  might  themselves  be  witnesses  how  punctually 
he  should  complv  with  his  instructions.  The  oi&cer  seemed 
amazed  when  Mr  Anson  mentioned  being  exempted  from 
all  duties,  and  told  him,  that  the  emperor's  doty  must  be 
paid  by  all  ships  that  came  into  his  ports :  And  it  is  sup- 
posed, that  on  this  occasion,  private  directions  were  given 
Dy  him  to  the  Chinese  pilot,  not  to  carry  the  commodore 
througli  the  Bocca  Tigris;  which  makes  it  necessary  more 
particularly  tp  describe  that  entrance. 

The  Bocca  Tigris  is  a  narrow  passage,  little  more  than 
musquet-shot  over,  formed  by  two  points  of  land,  on  each 
of  which  there  is  a  fort,  that  on  the  starboard-side  being  a 
battery  on  the  water's  edge,  with  eighteen  embrasures,  but 
where  there  were  no  more  than  twelve  iron  cannon  mount- 
ed, seeming  to  be  four  or  six  pounders ;  the  fort  on  the 
larboard-side  is  a  large  castle,  resembling  those  old  build- 
ings which  here  in  England  we  oflen  find  distinguished  hy 
that  name;  it  is  situated  on  a  high  rock,  and  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  furnished  with  more  than  eight  or  ten  cannon, 
none  of  which  were  supposed  to  exceed  six  pounders.  These 
are  the  defences  which  secure  the  river  of  Canton;  and 
which  the  Chinese  (extremely  defective  in  all  military  skill) 
have  imagined  were  sufficient  to  prevent  any  enemy  from 
forcing  his  way  through. 

But  it  is  obvious,  frotn  the  description  of  these  forts,  that 
they  could  have  given  no  obstruction  to  Mr  Anson's  pas- 
sage, even  if  they  had  been  well  supplied  with  gunners  and 
stores ;  and  therefore,  though  the  pilot,  after  the  Chinese 
9^cer  had  been  on  board,  refused  at  first  to  take  charge  of 
^he  ship,  till  he  had  lenv«  from  the  forts^  yet  as  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  get  through  without  any  delay,  for  fear  of  the 
bad  weather  which  was  hourly  expected,  the  commodoro 
weiched  on  the  15th,  and  ordered  the  pilot  to  carry  him 
Vy  the  forts,  threatening  him  that,  if  the  ship  ran  aground, 
be  would  instantly  hang  him  up  at  the  yard-arm*  The 
pilot,  awed  by  these  threats,  carried  the  ship  through  safely, 
the  forts  not  attempting  to  dispute  the  passage.  Indeed 
the  poor  pilot  d>d  not  escape  the  resentment  oth\s  country- 
men, for  when  he  came  on  shore,  he  was  seized  abd  sent  to 
prison,  and  was  rigorously  disciplined  with  the  bamboo* 
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However,  he  found  meann  to  get  at  Mr  Anson  afterWardi, 
to  desire  of  him  some  recompence  for  the  chastisement  he 
bad  undergone,  and^of  which  he  then  carried  very  significant 
marks  aboat  him ;  und  Mr  Anson,  in  commiseration  of  his 
suflierings,  gave  him  such  a  sum  of  money,  as  would  at  any 
time  have  enticed  a  Chinese  to  have  undergone  a  dozen 
bastiwaditigs. 

V  Nor  was  the  pilot  the  only  uerson  that  suflfelred  9n  this 
occasion ;  for  .the  commodore  soon  tifter  seeing  some  royal 
jonks  pass  by  him  from  Bocca  Tigris  towands  Cantdn,  he 
learnt,  on  enquiry,  that  the  mandarine  coihmanding  the 
forts  wlis  a  prisoner  on  board  them ; ,  thai  he  was  already 
turned  out,  and  wm  now  carrying  to  Canton,  where  it  was 
expt  cted  he  would  be  sfeveireiy  puniAhed  for  having  permit- 
ted the  «hip8  to  pass ;  and  the  commodore  urging  the  un- 
reasonhbleness  of  this  procedure,  from  the  inability  of  the 
forts  to  httV«  done  otherwise,  explaining  to  the  Chinese  the 

Sreat  superiority  his  ships  would  have  had  over  the  forts, 
y  the  number  and  size  of  their  guns,  the  Chinese  seemed 
to  acquiesce  in  his  reasoning,  and  allowed  that  their  forts 
could  not  have  stopped  him;  but  they  still  asserted,  that 
the  mandarine  would  infallibly  suffer,  for  not  having  done 
what  all  his  judges  were  convinced  was  impossible.  To 
such  indefensible  absurdities  are  those  obliged  to  submit 
who  think  themselves  concerned  to  support  their  authority, 
when  the  necessary  force  is  wanting. 
■-  On  the  l6th  of  July  the  commodore  sent  his  second  lieu- 
tenant to  Canton,  with  a  letter  to  the  viceroy,  informing  him 
of  the  reason  of  the  Centurion's  putting  into  that  port;  and 
that  the  commodore  himself  soon  proooscd  to  repair  to  Can- 
ton, to  pay  a  visit  to  the  viceroy.  The  lieutenant  was  very 
civilly  received, and  was  promised  that  an  answer  should  be 
sent  to  the  commodore  th6  next  day.  In  the  mean  time 
Mr  Anson  gave  Uave  to  several  of  the  officers  of  the  galleon 
t)0  go  to  Canton,  they  engaging  their  parole  to  return  in  two 
days.  When  these  prisoners  got  to  Canton,  the  regency 
sent  for  them,  and  examined  them,  enquiring  particularly 
by  what  means  they  had  fallen  iftto  Mr  Anson's  power.  And 
on  this  occasibn  the  prisoners  were  honest  enough  to  de- 
claim, that  as  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Spain  were 
at  war,  they  had  proposed  to  themselves  the  taking  of  the 
Centurion,  and  had  bore  down  upon  her  with  that  view,  but 
that  the  event  had  been  contrary  to  their  hopes:  However, 
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tbey  acknowledged  that  they  had  hetn'tr^ated  by  the  com^^ 
modore,  much  better  than  they  believed  they  should  have 
treated  him,  had  he  fallen  into  their  hands.    This  confca- 
Hion  from  an  enemy  had  great  weight  with  the  CbinesCf 
who,  till  then,  though  they  had  revered  the  commodore's 

Eower,  had  yet  suspected  his  morals,  and  had  considered 
im  rather  as  a  lawless  freebooter,  than  as  one  commission^ 
ed  by  the  state  for  the  revenge  of  public  iiyaries.  But  they 
now  changed  their  opinion,  and  regarded  him  as  a  more  im« 
portant  person ;  to  which  {>erhaps  the  vast  treasure  of  bis 
prize  might  not  a  little  contribute ;  the  acquisition  of  wealth 
being  a  matter  greatly  adapted  to  the  estimation  and  reve* 
rence  of  the  Chinese  nation. 

In  this  examination  of  the  Spanish  prisoners,  though  the 
Chinese  had  no  reason  in  the  main  to  doubt  of  the  account 
which  was  given  them,  yet  there  were  two  circumstances 
which  appeared  to  them  so  singular,  as  to  deserve  a  more 
ample  explanation ;  one  of  them  was  the  great  dispropor^ 
tion  of  men  between  the  Centurion  and  the  galleon  ;  the 
other  was  the  humanity  with  which  the  people  of  the  gaU 
leon  were  treated  after  they  w^re  taken.  The  niartdarmea 
therefore  asked  the  Spaniards,  how  they  came  to  be  over- 
powered by  so  inferior  a  force ;  and  how  it  happened,  since 
the  two  nations  were  at  war,  that  they  were  not  put  to  death 
when  they  came  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  To  the  first 
of  these  enquiries  the  Spaniards  replied,  that  though  they 
had  more  hands  than  the  Centurion,  yet  she  being  intended 
solely  for  war,  had  a  great  superiority  in  the  size  of  her  guns^ 
and  in  many  other  articles,  over  the  galleon,  which  was  a 
vessel  fitted  out  principally  for  traffic:  And  as  to  the  se- 
cond question,  they  told  the  Chinese,  that  amongst  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  it  was  not  customary  to  put  to  death  those 
who  submitted;  though  they  readily  owned,  that  the  com- 
modore, from  the  natural  bif^  of  his  teoiiper,  had  treated 
both  them  and  their  countrymen,  who  had  formerly  been 
in  hh  power,  with  very  unusual  courtesy,  much  beyond  what 
they  could  have  expected,  or  than  was  required  by  the  cus- 
toms estabiMied  between  nations  at  war  with  each  other. 
I'hese  replies  fully  satisfied  the  Chinese,  and  at  the  same 
time  wrought  very  powerfully  in  the  commodore's  favour. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  in  the  morning,  three  mandarines, 
\yith  a  great  number  of  boats,  and  a  vast  retinue,  came  on 
Voa^d  the  Centurion^  and  delivered  to  the  commodore  the 
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viceroy  of  Canton's  order  for  a  daily  supply  of  provisions^  \ 
and  for  pilots  to  carry  the  ships  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  se* 
cond  bar;  and  at  the  same  time  they  delivered  him'a  mes*4 
sage  from  the  viceroy,  in  answer  to  the  letter  sent  to  Can-* 
top.    The  substance  of  the  message  was«  that  the  viceroy 
desired  to  be  excused  from  receiving  the  commodore's  visit, » 
during  the  then  excessive  hot  weather;   because  the  as^' 
sembhng  the  mandarines  and  soldiers,  necessary  to  that 
ceremony,  would  prove  extremely  inconvenieyt  and  fa- 
tiguing ;  but  that  in  September,  when  the  weather  would  be 
more  temperate,  he  should  be  glad  to  see  both  the  commo- . 
dore  himself,  and  the  English  captain  of  the  other  ship,  that< 
was  with  him.    As  Mr  Anson  knew  that  an  express  had 
been  dispatched  to  the  court  at  Pekin,  with  an  account  of. 
t\ie  Centurion  and  her  prize  being  urrived  in  the  river  of 
Canton,  he  had  no  doubt,.but  the  principal  motive  for  put- 
ting off  this  visit  was,  that  the  regency  at  Canton  might 
gain  time  to  receive  the  emperor's  instructions,  about  their 
behaviour  on  this  unusual  affair. 

.  When  the  mandarines  had  delivered  tl:eir  message,  they 
began  to  talk  to  the  commodore  about  the  ddties  to  be 
paid  by  his  ships ;   but  he  immediately  told  them,  that  he 
would  never  submit  to  any  demand  of  that  kind  ;  that  aa 
he  neither  brought  any  merchandise  thitlier,  nor  intended 
to  carry  any  away,  he  could  not  be  reasonably  deemed  to 
be  within  the  meanins;  of  the  emperor's  orders,  which  were 
doubtless  calculated  for  trading  vessels  only,  adding,  that 
no  duties  were  ever  demanded  of  men  of  war,  by  nations  ac- 
customed to  their  reception,  and  that  his  master's  orders  ex* 
Eressly  forbad  him  from  paying  any  acknowledgement  for 
is  ships  anchoring  in  any  port  whatever. 
The  mandarines  being  thus  cut  short  on  the  subject  of 
the  duty,  they  said  they  had  another  matter  to  mention, 
which  was  the  only  remaining  one  they  had  in  charge; 
this  was  a  request  to  the  commodore,  that  he  would  release 
the  prisoners  he  had  taken  on  board  the  galleon  ;   for  that 
0  the  viceroy  of  Canton  apprehended  the  emperor,  his  master, 
«  might  be  displeased,  if  he  should  be  informed,  that  persons, 
who  were  his  allies,  and  carried  on  a  great  coinmerce  with 
his  subjects,  were  under  confinement  in  his  dominions.  Mr 
:^nson  was  himself  extremely  desirous  to  getxid  of  the  Spa- 
niards, having,  on  his  first  arrival,  sent  about  an  hundred  of 
tlieiQ  to  M^Ciio,  f^nd  |hpse  who  remained^  near  fo^r  hundred 
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mora,  were,  on  mtny  aeootmts,  a  great  incumbradoe  to 
htm.  HoweTer,  to  enhance  the  favour,  he  at  first  raised 
some  diffieultiet;  bnt  permitting  himself  to  be  prevailed 
oa»  he  at  last  told  the<mandarines,  tiiat  to  ahow  his  k«adint>8» 
to  oblige  the  ticeroy,  he  would  release  the  prisoners,  when- 
ever they,  the  Chmese,  would  aend  boats  to  fetch  them  off. 
This  natter  being  thus  adjusted,  the  mandarines  departed ; 
and,  on  the  flSth  of  J«)y,  two  Ohinese  Junks  were  sent  from 
Canton,  to  take  on  board  the  prisoners,  and  to  carry  them 
to  Macao.  And  the  commodore,  agreeable  to  hfs  proitiise, 
dismissed  themall,  and  ordered  his  purser  to  sMd  With  them 
eight  days  provision  for  their  srihsivtence,  during  theii*  fil- 
ing down  the  river;  this  being  dispatched,  the  Centurion 
airaher  prize  came  to  her  moorings,  above  the  second  bar/ 
where  they  proposed  to  continue  till  the  monsoon  shifted. 

Though  the  ships,  in  consequence  of  the  viceroy's  per-' 
mit,  found  no  dimcalty  in  purchasing  provisions  for  their 
daily  consumption,  yet  it  was  impossible  Yof  the  comftio- 
dore  to  proceed  to  £nje;land,  without  laying  in  a  large  qtian* 
tity  both  of  provisions  and  stores  for  his  use*  during  the  voy- 
age :  The  procuring  this  supply  waf  attended  with  much 
embarrassment;  for  there  were  people  at  Canton  who  had 
undertaken  to  furnish  him  with  biscuit,  and  whatever  else 
he  wanted ;  and  his  linguist,  towards  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, bad  assured  him,  from  day  to  day,  that  all  was 
ready,  and  would  be  sent  on  board  him  immediately.  Bnt 
a  formieht  being  elapsed,  and  nothing  being  brought,  the 
commodore  sent  to  Canton  to  enquire  more  particularly  in- 
to the  reasons  of  this  disappointment :  And  he  bad  M>on 
the  vexation  to  be  informed,  that  the  whole  Was  an  illa- 
tion :  thut  no  order  had  been  procured  from  the  Viceroy 
to  furnish  him  with  sea-stores,  as  had  been  pretetfided ;  that 
there  was  no  biscuit  baked,  nor  any  one  of  the  articles  in 
readiness  which  had  been  promised  hrm ;  nor  did  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  contractors  had  taken  the  least  step  to  com- 
ply with  their  agreement.  This  was  most  disagreeable 
news,  and  made  it  suspected,  that  the  furnishing  the  Ceh-  % 
turion  for  her  return  to  Great  Britain  might  prove  a  more  » 
troublesome  matter  than  had  been  hitherto  imagined ; 
especially  too,  as  the  month  of  September  was  nearly  elap«  - 
sed,  without  Mr  Anson's  having  received  any  message  fi'oii^ 
the  viceroy  of  Canton. 

And  here  perhaps  it  might  be  expected  that  ^lae  satis- 
-  *  factory 


OMAr.  XiV.  SECT.  XXXI.    Cop/ain  jimon. 


307 


i 


factory  account  thoald  be  given  of  the  motives  of  the  Chi- 
nese for  this  faithless  procedure.  Bui  as  1  have  abready,  in 
m  former  chapter,  made  some  kind  of  conjectures  about  a 
similar  event,  I  shall  not  repeat  them  again  in  this  place, 
but  shall  observe,  that  after  all,  it<may  perhaps  be  impossi- 
ble for  an  European,  ianorant  of  the  customs  and  manners 
of  that  nation,  to  be  futly  apprised  of  the-  real  incttemenls 
to  this  behaviour.  Indeed,  thus  much  may  undoubtedly 
be  asserted,  that  in  artifice,  falsehood,  and  an  attachment 
to  all  kinds  of  lucre,  many  of  the  Chinese  are  difficult  to  be 
paralleled  by  any  other  people ;  but  then  the  combination 
of  these  talents,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  applied 
in  particular  emergencies,  are  often  beyond  the  reach  of  a 
foreigner's  penetration  :  So  that  though  it  may  be  safely 
concluded,  that  the  Chinese  had  some  interest  in  thus 
amusine  the  commodore,  yet  it  may  not  be  easy  to  assign 
the  individual  views  by  which  they  were  influenced.  And 
that  1  may  not  be  thought  too  severe  in  ascribing  to  this 
nation  a  fraudulent  and  selfish  turn  of  temper,  so  contradic- 
tory to  the  character  given  of  them  in  the  legendary  ac- 
counts  of  the  Roman  missionaries,  I  shall  here  mention  an 
extraordinarv  transaction  or  two,  which  i  hope  will  be  some 
kind  of  confirmation  of  what  I  have  advanced. 

When  the  commodore  lay  first  at  Macao,  one  of  bis  of- 
ficers, who  had  been  extremely  ill,  desired  leave  of  h?>m  to 
go  on  shore  every  day  on  a  neighbouring  island,  imagining 
that  a  walk  upon  the  land  would  contribute  greatly  to  the 
restoring  of  his  health :  The  commodore  would  have  dis- 
suaded him,  suspecting  the  tricks  of  the  Chinese,  but  the 
officer  continuing  importunate,  in  the  end  the  boat  was  or- 
dered to  carry  him.  The  first  day  he  was  put  on  shore  he 
took  his  exercise,  and  returned  without  receiving  any  mo- 
lestation, or  even  seeing  any  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  the 
second  day,  he  was  assaulted,  soon  after  his  arrival,  by  a 
great  number  of'Chinese  who  had  been  hoeing  rice  in  the 
neighbourhood,  tnd  who  beat  him  so  violently  with  the 
handles  of  their  hoes,  that  they  soon  laid  him  on  the  ground 
incapable  of  resistance ;  after  which  the^r  robbed  him,  ta- 
king from  him  his  sword,  the  hilt  of  .which  was  silver,  hu 
money,  his  watch,  gold-headed  cane,  snuflTbox,  sleeve- 
buttons,  and  hat,  with  several  other  trinkets :  In  the  mean 
time  the  boat's  crew,  who  were  at  some  little  distance,  and 
had  no  arms  of  any  kind  with  them,  were  incapable  of  giv- 
ing 
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Nig  him  any  assistance;  till  at  last  one  of  them  flew  on  the 
frllow  who  had  the  sword  in  his  possession,  and  wresting  it 
out  of  his  hands,  drew  it,  and  with  it  was  preparini;  to  fall 
Qn  the  Chinese,  some  of  whom  he  could  not  have  failed  of 
killing;. but  the  otiicer,  perceiving  what  he  was  about,  im- 
mediately ordered  him  to  desist,  thinking  it  more  prudent  to 
submit  to  the  present  violence,  than  to  embroil  his  commo- 
,  dore  in  an  inextricable  squabble  with  the  Chinese  govern* 
ment  by  the  death  of  their  subjects;  which  calmness  ia 
l(iis  gentleman  was  the  more  meritoriousi  as  he  was  knowo 
to  be  a  person  of  an  uncommon  spirit,  and  of  a  somewhat 
hasty  temper :  By  this  means  the  Chinese  recovered,  the 
possession  of  the  sword>  which  they  soon  perceived  was  pro- ' 
hibited  to  be  made  use  of  atrainst  them,  and  carried  off  their 
whole  booty  unmolested.  No  sooner  were  they  gone,  than 
a  Chinese  on  horstback,  very  well  dressed,  and  who  had 
the  air  and  appearance  of  a  gentleman,  came  down  to  the 
shore,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  understood  by  his  signs, 
seemed  to  censure  the  conduct  of  his  countrymen,  and  to 
commiserate  the  officer,  being  wonderfully  officious  to  afrf 
list  in  getting  him  on  board  the  boat :  But  notwithstanding 
this  behaviour,  it  was  shrewdly  suspected  that  he  was  an  ac« 
complice  in  the  theft,  and  time  fully  evinced  the  justice  of 
those  suspicions. 

When  the  boat  returned  on  board,  and  reported  what  had 
paased  to  the  commodore,  he  immediately  complained  of  it 
to  the  mandarine,  who  attended  to  see  his  ship  supplied.; 
but  the  mandarine  coolly  replied,  that  the  boat  ought  not 
to  have  gone  on  shore,  promising,  however,  that  if  the 
thieves  could  be  found  out,  they  should  be  punished; 
though  it  appeared  plain  enough,  by  his  manner  of  answer- 
ing, that  he  would  never  give  himself  any  trouble  in  search- 
ing them  out.  However,  a  considerable  time  afterwards, 
when  some  Chinese  boats  were  selling  provisions  to  the 
Centurion,  the  person  who  had  wrested  the  sword  from  the 
Chinese  came  with  preat  eagerness  to  the  commodore,  to 
assure  him  that  one  of  the  principal  thieves  was  then  in  a 
provision-boat  alongside  the  ship;  and  the  officer,  who 
iiad  beeti  robbed,  viewing  the  tellow  on  this  report,  and 
well  remembering  his  face,  orders  were  immediately  given 
to  seize  him ;  and  he  was  accordingly  secured  on  board  the 
f hip,  where  strange  discoveries  were  now  made. 

'i'his  thief,  on  his  being  apprehended,  expressed  so  much 
gtfi  fright. 
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fright  in  his  countenance,  that  it  was  feared  he  would  hove 
died  upon  the  spot ;  the  mandarine  too,  who  attended  the. 
ship,  had  visibly  no  small  share  of  concern  on  the  occasion. 
Indeed  he  had  reason  enough  to  be  alarmed,  since  it  was, 
soon  evinced  that  he  had  been  privy  to  the  whole  robbciy,c 
for  the  commodore,  declaring  that  he  would  not  deliver  up, 
the  thief,  but  would  himself  order  him  to  be  shot,  the  man-, 
darine  immediately  put  off  the  magiatcriai  air  with  which, 
be  had  hI  first  prettnded  to  demand  him,  and  begged  his: 
release  in  the  most  abject  manner ;  and  the  commodore  ap- 
pearing inflexible,  there  came  on  board,  in  less  than  two 
hours  time,  five  or  six  of  the  neighbouring  mandarines,  who 
all  joined  in  the  same  entreaty,  and,  with  a  view  of  facilita'^ 
ting  their  suit,  offered  a  large  sum  of  mquey  for  the  fellow's 
liberty.  Whilst  they  were  thuH  soliciting,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  mandarine,  who  was  the  most  active  amongst  them^ 
and  who  seemed  to  be  most  interested  in  the  event,  was  the, 
very  gentleman  who  came  to  the  officer  just  after  the  rob-, 
bery,  and  who  pretended  to  be  so  much  displeased  with  the 
villainy  of  his  countrymen.  And,  on  further  enquiry,  it  waa(, 
found  tiiat  he  was  the  mandarine  of  the  island  ;  and.  that  her 
had,  by  the  authority  of  his  office,  ordered  the  peasants  ta 
commit  that  infamous  action :  And  it  seemed,  as  far  a% 
could  be  collected  from  the  broken  hints  which  were  casu- 
ally thrown  out,  that  he  and  his  brethren,  who  were  all  pri- 
vy to  the  transaction,  were  terrified  with  the  fear  of  being$^, 
called  before  the  tribunal  at  Canton,  where  the  first  article 
of  their  punishment  would  be  the  stripping  them  of  all  they 
were  worth ;  though  their  judges  (however  fond  of  infiict- 
ing  a  chastisement  so  lucrative  to  themselves)  were  perhap»i 
of  as  tainted  a  complexion  as  the  delinquents.    Mr  Ansoai 
was  not  .displeased  to  have  caught  the  Chinese  in  this  di- 
lemma ;  and  he  entertained  himself  for  some  time  with,  their, 
perplexity,  rejecting  their  money  with  scorn,  appearing  in- 
exorable to  their  prayers,  and  giving  out  that  the  thief 
should  certainly  be  shot ;  but  as  he  then  foresaw  that  he 
should  be  forced  to  take  shelter  in  their  ports  a  second  time, 
when  the  influence  he  might  hereby  acquire  over  the  ma^^ 
gistrates  would  be  of  great  service  to  him,  he  at  length  per-,  ' 
mitted  himself  to  be  persuaded,  and,  as  a  favour,  released  hi^i 
prisoner,  but  not  till  the  mandarine  had  collected  and  rer^,^ 
turned  all  that  had  been  stolen  from  the  officer,  even  to  the 

Diinutest  trifle.  .  .        ^ 
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Bnt,  notwithitandiHg  this  instance  of  the  good  intelligence 
between  the  magistrates  and  criminalH,  tlie  strong  inelina* 
tion  of  the  Chinese  to  lucre  often  prompts  them  to  brealc 
through  this  awful  confederacy,  and  puts  them  on  defraud-^ 
ing  the  authority  that  protects  them,  of  its  proper  quota  of 
the  pillage.  For  not  long  after  the  above-mentioned  trans- 
action, (the  former  mandarine  attendant  on  the  ship,  being, 
in  the  mean  time,  relieved  bv  another,)  the  commodore  lost 
a  top*mast  from  bis  stem,  which,  after  the  roost  diligent  en- , 
quiry,  could  not  be  traced  :  As  it  was  not  his  own,  but  had  ' 
been  borrowed  at  Macao  to  heave  down  by,  and  was  not  to 
be  replaced  in  that  part  of  the  world,  he  was  extremely  de- 
sirous to  recover  it,  and  published  a  considerable  reward  to 
any  who  would  bring  it  nim  again.  There  were  suspicions 
from  the  first  of  its  being  stolen,  which  made  him  conclude 
a  reward  was  the  likeliest  method  of  getting  it  back  :  Ac- 
cordingly, soon  after,  the  mandarine  told  him  that  some  of 
his,  the  mandarine's  people,  liad  found  the  lop-mait,  desi- 
ring the  commodore  to  send  his  boats  to  f'stoh  it,  which  be- 
ing done,  the' mandarine's  people  received  the  promised  re- 
ward ;  but  the  commodore  told  the  mandarinetbat  he  would 
make  him  a  present  besides  for  the  care  he  had  taken  in  di- 
recting it  to  be  searched  for,  and,  accordingly,  Mr  Anson 
gave  a  sum  of  money  to  his  linguist,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
mandarine}  but  the  linguist  knowing  that  the  people  had 
been  paid,  and  ignorant  that  a  furtiier  present  haid  been 
promised,  kept  the  money  himself :  However,  the  ninda- 
rine  fully  confiding  in  Mr  Anson's  word,  and  suspecting  the 
linguist,  took  occasion  one  morning  to  admire  the  sixe  of 
the  Centurion's  masts,  and  thence,  on  a  pretended  sudden 
recollection,  he  made  a  digression  to  the  top-mast  which 
bad  been  lost,  and  asked  Mr  Anson  if  he  had  not  got  it 
again.  Mr  Anson  presently  ))crceived  the  bent  of  this  con- 
versation, and  enquired  of  him  if  he  had  not  received  the 
money  from  the  linguist,  and  finding  he  hnd  not,  he  offered 
to  pay  it  him  upon  the  spot.  But  this  the  mandarine  refu- 
sed, having  now  somewhat  more  in  view  than  the  sum 
which  had  been  detained  ;  for  the  next  day  the  linguist  was 
seized,  and  was  doubtless  mulcted  of  nil  be  had  gotten  in 
the  commodore's  service,  which  was  supposed  to  be  little 
less  than  two  thousand  dollars ;  he  was,  besides,  so  severely 
bastinadoed  with  the  bamboo,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
escaped  with  life}  and  when  he  was  upbraided  by  the  com- 
modore 
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modore  (to  whom  b«  aftefuwdft  cftme  becging)  with  bit 
folly  in  risking  i''  ..ie  hnd  luffered  for  fifty  dollar!  (the  pre- 
sent intended  for  the  mendarinei)  he  had  no  other  ezcuie 
to  mahe  than  the  strong  bias  of  his  nation  to  dis[yonesty, 
replying,  in  bis  broken  jargon,  "Chinese  mafi  verjr  great 
fOffoe' truly,  but  have  faslsion,  no  can  help." 

It  were  endless  to  recount  all  the  artifices,  extortions,  and 
frauds  which  were  practised  on  the  comniodore  and  his  peo- 
ple, by  this  interested  race.  The  method  of  boying  all 
things  in  China  being  bv  weight,  the  tricks  made  use  of  by 
the  Chinese  to  increase  the  weight  of  the  prov^ision  they  sold 
to  the  Centurion,  were  almost  incredible.  One  time  a  large 
quantity  of  fowls  and  ducks  being  bonght  for  the  shi{/k  use, 
tne  greatest  part  of  them  preseiiuy  died.  Tliis  alaraied  the 
people  on  boiard  with  the  upprehensions  that  they  had  been 
killed  by  poison,  but,  on  examination)  it  appeared  that  it  wa^' 
only  owing  to  their  being  crnmmed  with  stones  and  gravel 
to  increase  their  weight,  the  quantity  thus  forced  into  most 
of  the  ducks  bein^  lound  to  amount  to  ten  ounces  in  each* 
The  hogs,  toe,  winch  were  bought  ready  killed  of  the  Chi- 
nese butchers,  had  water  injected  into  them  for  the  same 
purpose;  so  that  a  carcass,  hung  up  all  niffbt  for  the  water 
to  drain  from  it,  hath  lost  above  a  stone  ot  its  weight;  and 
when,  to  avoid  this  cheat,  the  hogs  were  bought  alire,  it 
was  found -that  the  Chinese  gave  them  salt  to  increase  their 
thirst,  and  having  by  this  means  excited  them  to  drink  great 
quantities  ofwater,  they  (hen  took  measures  to  prevent  them 
ifom  discharging  it  again  by  urine,  and  sold  the  tortured 
animal  in  this  inflated  states    When  the  commodore' fiirst 

Eut  to  sea  fsom  Macao,  they  practised  an 'artifice  of  another 
ind;  for  as  the  Chinese  never  object  to  the  eating  of  tmy 
food  that  dies  of  itself,  they  took  care,  by  some  secret  prac- 
tices, that  great  part  of  his  live  sea-store  should*  die  in  a 
short  time  after  it  vms  put  on  board,  hoping  to  make  a  se- 
cond profit  of  the  dead  carcasses,  which  they  expected 
would  be  thrown  overboard ;  and  two^thirds  of  the  bogs 
dying  before  the  Centurion  was  out  of  sight  of  land,  many 
of  the  Chinese  boats  followed  her,  only  to  pick  up  the  car- 
tion*  These  instances  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  man- 
ners of  this  celebrated  nation,  which  is  often  recommended 
to  the  rest  of  the  world  as  a  pattern  of  all  kinds  of  laudable 
qualities. 
The  commodore,  towards  the  end  of  September,  having 

found 
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found  out  (aa  Hm  been  said)  that  those  who  bod  contracted  , 
to  supply  him  with  sea-proviiions  and  stores  had  deceived 
him,  and  thai  the  viceroy  had  not  sent  tu  him  according  (Qh 
hi*  promise,  saw  it  would  be  impossible  for  hun  to  sur> 
mount  the  embarrassment  he  was  under,  without  going  him* 
self  to  Canton  and  visiting  the  viceroy ;  and,  theretore,  on 
the  27th.  ol  September,  he  sent  a  message  to  the  mandarine 
who  attended  the  Centurion,  to  inform  him  that  he,  the 
commodore,  intended,  on  the  1st  of  October,  to  proceed  in 
bis  boat  to  Canton,  adding,  that  the  day  after  he  got  there 
he  should  notify  his  arrival  to  the  viceroy,  and  should  de- 
sire him  to  fix  a  time  for  his  audience ;  to  which  the  man- 
darine returned  no  other  answer,  than  that  he  would  ac* 
quaint  the  viceroy  with  the  commodore's  intentions.  In  this 
mean  time  all  things  were  prepared  for  this  ex))edition ;  and 
the  boat's  crew  in  particular,  which  Mr  Anson  proposed  to 
take  with  him,  were  cloathed  in  an  uniform  dress,  resem- 
bling that  of  the  watermen  on  the  Thames ;  they  were  in 
number  eighteen  and  a  coxswain ;  they  had  scarlet  jacket* 
and  blue  silk. waistcoats,  the  whole  trimmed  with  silver  but- 
tons, and  with  silver  badges  on.  their  jackets  and  caps.  As 
it  was  apprehended,  and  even  asserted,  that  the  payment  of 
the  custumarv  duties  for  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  would 
be  demanded  by  the  regency  of  Canton,  and  would  be  i»* 
sisted  on  previous  to  the  granting  a  permission  for  victual- 
ling the  ship  for  her  future  voyage,  the  commodore,  who 
was  resolved  never  to.  establish  so  dishonourable  a  prece- 
dent, took  all  possible  precaution  to  prevent  the  Cninese 
from  facilitating  the  success  of  their  unreasonable  preten- 
tions, by  having  him  in  their  power  at  Canton ;  and,  there- 
fore, for  the  security  of  his  ship,  and  the  great  treasure  oq 
board  her,  he  appointed  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr  Brett,  to  be 
captain  of  the  Centurion  under  him,  giving  him  proper  in- 
structions for  his  conduct ;  directing  him,  particularly,  if  he, 
the  commodore,  should  be  detained  at  Canton  on  account 
of  the  duties  in  dispute,  to  take  out  the  men  from  the  Cen- 
turion's prize,  and  to  destroy  her ;  and  then  to  proceed  down 
the  river  through  the  Bocca  Tigris  with  the  Centurion  alone^ 
and  to  remain  without  that  entrance  till  he  received  further 
orders  from  Mr  Anson. 

These  necessary  steps  being  taken,  which  were  not  un- 
known to  the  Chinese,  it  should  seem  as  if  their  delibera^ 
tions  were  in  some  sort  embarrassed  thereby.    It  is  reason- 
able 
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able  to  imagioe,  that  they  were  in  general  very  dettrooi  of 
gcttiDfl;  the  dotiei  to  be  paid  them,  not  perhaps  tolely  in 
cooiideration  of  the  amoont  of  those  dnet,  but  to  keep  up 
their  reputation  for  addreit  and  subtlety,  and  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  lecedin^  from  claims  on  which  they  had  al- 
raady  so;  frequently  insisted :  However,  as  tbey.now  foresaw 
that  they  had  no  other  method  of  succeeding  than  by  vio-  < 
lence,  and  that  even  against  this  the  commodore  was  pre- 
jwred,  they  were  at-last  disposed,  I  conceive,  to  let  the  af- 
fair drop,  rather  than  entangle  themselves  in  an  hostile 
measure,  which  they  found  would  onlv  expose  them  to  the 
risk  of  having  the  whole  navigation  of  their  port  destroyed, 
without  any  certain  prospect  of  gaining  their  favourite 
point. 

■  However,  though  there  Is  reason  to  imagine  that  these 
were  their  thoughts  at  that,  time,  yet  they  could  not  depart 
at  ooce  from  the  evasive  conduct  to  which  they  had  hither 
to  adhered.  For  when  the  commodore,  on  the  morning  of 
the  lit  of  October,  wai  preparing,  to  set  out  for  Canton,  his 
linguist  came  to  him  from  the  mandarine,  who  attended  his 
ship,  to  tell  him  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
viceroy  of  Canton,  desiring  the  commodore  to  put  off  his 

going  thither  for  two  or  three  days :  But  in  the  afternoon  of 
le  same  day  another  linguist  came  on  board,  who,  with . 
much  seeming  fright,  told  Mr  Anson  that  the  viceroy  had 
expiected  him  up  that  day,  that  the  counsel  was  assembled, 
and  the  troops  had  been  under  arms  to  receive  him ;  and 
that  the  viceroy  was  highly  offended  at  tire  disappointment, 
and  had  sent  the  commodore's  linguist  to  prison  chained, 
supposing  that  the  whole  had  been  owing  to  the  linguist's 
negligence.  This  plausible  tale  gave  the  commodore  great 
concern,  ahd  made  him  apprehend  that  there  was  some 
treachery  designed  him,  which  he  could  not  yet  fathom; 
and  though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  whole  was  a  fic- 
tion, not  one  article  of  it  having  the  least  foundation,  yet 
(for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves)  this  falsehood  was  so 
well  supported  by  the  artifices  oi'  the  Chinese  merchants  at 
Canton,  that,  three  days  afterwards,  the  commodore  recei- ' 
•ved  a  letter,  signed  by  all  the  supercargoes  of  the  English 
•ships  then  at  that  place,  expressing  their  great  uneasiness  at 
.what  had  happened,  and  intimating  their  fears  that  some 
insult  would  be  offered  to  his  boat,  if  he  came  thither  be- 
fore the  viceroy  was  fully  satisfied  about  the  mistake.  To 
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ibis4«l<icr  Mr  Anion  replie<l»  that  he  did  not  ImImvc  ibei* 
Imd  berni  %ny  nuttake,  bnt  wm  i»erauadad  it  wm  n  foagHj 
of  ^  ChloMC  ,to  prefont  'hitiviuAing  the  viceroy  fjlkat^ 
ftherefbra,  be  would  certeinly  eOme  up  to  Ceatoa  on  the 
18th  «f  October,  confident  that  the  Cbinete  would  not  diure 
to  oAr  him  an  iaault,  as  well  knowing  it  would  be  luopcrly 
retamed. 

On  tbe  13th  of  Ootober,  thecommodore  continuing  ficav 
to  hie  teMdnilon,  all  the  supefcfurgoet  of  the  English,  Da* 
nisb,  and  Swedish  ships,  came  on  board  the  Cenlnrion,  'to 
accompany  him  ^  Canton,  for  which  place  he  set  out  in.hii 
barttetne  same  day,  Attended  by  his  own  boats,  and  bylhoae 
of  rae  trading  ships,  which,  on  this  occasion,  came  to  Isan 
his  retinue ;  and,  as  he  passed  by  Whampoa,  whert  the 
European  vessels  lay,  be  was  saluted  hy  all  of  them  hi|  the- 
French,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  sately  at  Canton.  ^ 
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Proeeedingi  at  the  City  i^CtmUm,  and  the  Return  rfthe.Cen^ 
turiom  to  England,^ 

Whkm  the  commodore  arrived  at  Canton,  he  was  visited 
by  tbe  principal  Chinese  mesohants,  who  dffeoted  to  appear 
very  much  pleased  that  he  had  met  wiUi  no  obstmction  in 
gatting  thither,  and  who  thence  pretended  to  conclude  thai 
the  viceroy  was  satisfied  about  the  former  mistake,  tbe  niI^ 
ity  of  which  they  still  insisted  on ;  thiey  added,  that  aa  aeiOB 
as  tbe  viceroy  should  be  informed  that  Mr  Ansoa  was  aft 
Canton  (which  they  promised  should  be  done  tbe  next  mom> 
in^,)  thMT  wcve  perMiaded  a  day  would  be  immediately  ap^ 
pointed  for  the  visit,  which  wan  tbe  principal  business  4ba^ 
bad  brought  tbe  commodore  thither,-  m-v  ,  nn 

The  next  day  the  merchanis  returned  to  Mr  Ansoo,  and 
told  him  that  tbe  viceroy  was  Uiea  so  fully  employed  i^ 
preparing  his  dispatches  for  Pekin,  that  there  wi|p  no  i;et* 
ting  adauttaoce  to  him  for  some  days,  but  that  they  had 
engaged  one  of  the  officers  of  his  court  to  give  them  in^ 
formation  as  soon  as  he  should  be  at  leistire,  when  they  pro- 
posed to  notify  Mr  Aoaon's  arrival,  and  to  endeavour  to  fix 
the  day  of  audience.  The  commodore  was  by  this  time  too 
\vell  acquainted  with  their  artifices  not  to  perceive  that  this  was* 
•■^  'aT  "        "  a  falsehood; 
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ft  ftlwlleaj  rodlMid  be  «tfnsuU«d  only  hi*  own  jtidgihaiti 
he  1NH1I4  hv9t  npplied  direotljr  to  the  viceroy  by  other 
bend* }  Butthe^^mnese  merchaoli  bed  so  fiir  prepowetied 
the  •upefcergees  of  our  thipi  with  cbimerk**!  f«era«  ihet 
they  ivefe/ttKlftfmely  epjpidientiee  of  bcin;^  cinbroiied  with 
the  gQiravneMBt,  end  or  suffering  to  their  intereet«  if  thow 
nieeMPet  were  teJien,  which  appeared  to  Mr  Anion  at  that 
tiaie  ip  he  the  most. prudential;  and,  therefore,  leet  the 
maiioe and douhle-dealingof  the Chinear  might  have gieen 
rite  to  MMae  sinitter  incident,  whidh  would  be  ufterwarde 
ohargod  «n  him,  he  resolved  to  cootjnue.  passive  Msilong  as 
it  shonM  kppear  that  the  lost  iiu  tinie%  thus  s^spendihg  hift 
own  emnion.  With  this  view,  he  promised  not  to  talcc  any 
knmeoiile  slep-for  getting  aibuittatioe  to  the  viceroy,  pro^ 
vided  the  Chinese  with  wbom  he  conUmuled  for  provisioiis 
would  let  him  see  that  his ; bread  was  baked,  hls>ilTe«t«a)t)> 
ed,  and 'his  stores  prepared  with  the  utmost  dispntoh  ;  bnt  if 
by  Ibe  time  when  all  was  in  readiness  to  be  shipped  off 
(which  it  was  supposed  would  be  in  about  forty  days,)  the 
merohants  should  not  have  procured  the  viceroy's  permis- 
sion, 4hen  itbe  commodore  proposed  to  apply  for  htulelf. 
These  were  the  terms  Mr  Anson  thought  proper  to  offer,  to 
^uiet  the  uneasiness  of  the  supercargoes,  and,  notwithstand- 
in:;  the  apparent  eqaity  of  the  conditions,  many  *difBcuHies 
and  objections  were  urged ;  nor  would  the  Cbinese  agree  to 
them  till  the  commodore  had  iconsenled  to  pay  for  every 
article  he  besprtke  before  it  wae  put  in  hand.  However,  at 
last,  ihe  tiiract  being  past,  it  was  some  satisfaction  to  the 
.comnao<k>re  to  be  certain  that  his  preparations  were  now 
goii  i<;  tm,  and  being  himself  on  the  spot,  he  took  care  to 
hapten  \hem  as  muchias  possible. 

Dttcwg  this  interval,  in  which  the  stores  and  provisions 
««re  getting  ready,  tfaie  menchants  continually  entertained 
Mr  Anaon  with  ecooimits  of  their  rarious  endeavours  to  get 
a  license  from  the  viceroy,  and  their  frequent  disappoiot- 
menla,  which  to  him  was  now  a  matter  of  amusement,  as  he 
was  fully  stitis6ed  there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in  any 
thing  tiiey  said.  But  when  all  was  completed,  and  wanted 
o«Ly  to  be  irtiipped,  which  was  about  the  24th  of  November, 
at  which  time  too  the  N.E.  monsoon  was  set  in,  he  then  re- 
solved to  apply  himself  to  the  viceroy  to  demand  an  audi- 
ence, as  he  was  persuaded  that,  without  this  ceremony,  the 
procuring  a  permission  to  send  hit  stores  on  board  would 

7  i»««t 


•  / 


'•K*'*  ' 


»16 


Earfy  CircwnmvigaH<m$.      part  ii.  book  it. 


meet  with  sreat  difficulty.    On  the  84th  of  November, 
therefore,  Mr  Anson  sent'one  of  his  officers  to  ttiein^da- 
rine,  who<  commanded  the  guard  of  the  principal  ^ate  of 
the  city  of  Canton,  with  a  letter  directed  to  the  vicferoy. 
When  this  letter  was  delivered  to  the  mandarine,  he  recei< 
ved  the  officer  who  brought  it  very  civilly,  and  took  down 
the  contents  of  it  in  Chinese,  and  promised  that  the  vice- 
roy should  be  immediately  acquainted  with  it;  but  tdd  the 
officer  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  wait  for  an  answer, 
because  a  message  would  be  sent  to  the  commodore  himself. 
On  this  occasion  Mr  Anson  had  been  vnder  great  difficnl- 
.ties  about  a  proper  ifiterpreter  to  send  with  bis  officer,  as  ht 
was  well  aware  that  none  of  the  Chinese,  usually  emplc^ed 
as  linguists,  could  be  relied  on :  But  he  it  last  prevailed  with 
!Mr  Flint,  an  English  gentleman  belonging  to  the  factory, 
who  spoke  Chinese  perfectly  well,  to  accompany  his  officer. 
This  person,  who  upon  this  occasion  and  uiany  others  was 
of  singular  service  to  the  commodore,  had  been  left  at  Can- 
ton when  a  youth,  by  the  late  Captain  Rigby.  The  leaving 
him  there  to  learn  the  Chinese  language  was  a  step  taken 
by  that  captain,  merely  from  his  own  persuasion  of  the  great 
tldvantaees  wnich  the  East-India  company  might  one  day 
-receive  from  an  English  interpreter ;  and  thou^^h  the  utility 
of  this  measure  has  greatly  exceeded  all  that  was  expected 
from  it,  yet  1  have  not  heard  that  it  has  been  to  this  day 
imitated  :  But  we  imprudently  choose  (except  in  this  single 
instance)  to  carry  on  the  vast  transactions  of  the  port  of 
Canton,  either  by  the  ridiculous  jargon  of  broken  English, 
which  some  few  of  the  Chinese  nave  learnt,  or  by  the  sus- 
pected interpretation  of  the  linguists  of  other  nations.* 

Two  days  after  the  sending  the  above-mentioned  letter,  a 
fire  broke  out  in  the  suburbs  of  Canton.  On  the  first  alarm, 
Mr  Anson  went  thither  with  his  officers,  and  his  boat's 
crev»,  to  assist  the  Chinese.  When  he  came  there,  he  found 
■  that  it  had  begun  in  a  sailor's  ahe^:,  and  that  by  the  slight- 
-ness  of  the  buildings,  and  the  awkwardness  of  the  Chinese, 
it  was  getting  head  apace :  But  he  perceived,  that  by  pull- 
ing down  some  of  the  adjacent  sheds  it  might  easily  be  3x- 
.tinguished ;  and  particularly  observing  that  it  was  running 

along 


'  The  practice  recommended,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
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along'  a  wooden  comish,  which  would  soon  cfOnolntnicate  it 
to  a. great  distance,  he  ordeied  his  people  to  be^in  with' 
icsring  away  that  comieh ;  this  was  presently  attempited;' 
and  would  have  been  soon  executed ;  butj  in  the  meaft'^ 
time,  he  was  told^that^  as  there  was  ^  no  l|il^ldarine  therii 
to  dietet  what  was  lo  be  done,  theChintiw  would  make 
him,  the  commodore,  answerable  for  whateHrer  should  be 
pulled  down  by  his  orders.    On  this  his  people  deusted; 
and  he  sent  them  to  the  English  factory,  to  assist  in  sectt" 
ring  the  company's  treasure  and  efiects,  as  it  was  easy  to 
foresee  that  no  distance  was  a  protection  against  the  rage 
of  such  «  fire,  where  so  little  was  done  to  put  a  stop  to  it ; 
jPor  all  this  time  the  Chinese  contented  themselves  with  view- 
ing^it,  and  noi7  and  then  holding  one  of  their  idols  near  it; 
which  they  seemed  to  expect  should  check  its  progress: 
However,  at  last,  a  mandarine  came  oUtof  the  city,  attend- 
ed by  four  or  five  hundred  firemen :  These  made  some  fee- 
ble efforts  to  pull  down  the  neighboui'ing  houses;  but  by 
this  time  the  fire  had  greatly  extended  ittfelf^  and  was  got 
amongst  the  merchant^  warehouses ;  and  the  Chinese  fire- 
men, wanting  both  skill  and  spirit,  were  incapable  of  chedk-^ 
ing  its  violence ;  so  that  its  fury  increased  upon  them>  and 
it  was  feared  the  whole  city  would  be  destroyed.    In  this 
general  confusion  the  viceroy  himself  came  thither,  and  the 
commodore  was  sent  to,  and  was  entreated  to  aiford  his  as- 
sistance, <  being  told  that  he  might  take  any  'measures  he 
ahould  Uiink  most  prudent  in  the  present  emergency.  Add 
now  he  went  thither  a  second  time,  carrying  with  hiin  abdut 
forty  of  his  people ;  who,  uj>on  this  occasion,  exerted  them- 
selves iu  such  a  manner,  as  in  that  country  was  altogether 
without,  example :  For  they  were  rather  animated  than  de- 
terred by  the  flames  and  falling  buildings,  amongst  whidh 
they  wrought ;  so  that  it  wa?  not  uncommon  to  see  the  ftiost 
forward  of  them  tumble  to  the  ground  on  the  roofs,  and 
amidst  the  taiins  of  houses,  which  their  own  efforts  brought 
down  with  them.    By  their  boldness  and  activity  the  fare 
Was  soon  extinguished,  to  the  amazement  of  the  Chinese ; 
and  the  building  being  all  on  one  floor,  and  the  mK':erials 
slight,  the  seamen,  notwithstanding  their  daring  behaviour, 
happily  escaped  with  no  other  injuries,  than  some  consider- 
able bruises. 

i  The  fire,  though  at  last  thus  luckily  extinguished,  did 
great  mischief  during  the  time  it  continued  ;  Tor  it  consu- 
med 
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medrM\  hmidned  drop*  tod.  dievontrcetiifnllioBiwrehqiiiMi 
80(  t^<^,thci  dwuAge  ajoounted  to  uiiinuneiHft«i*^nicfcoiM 
ofthetChiiieWimejro^aikii,  wdll  |(De«ni.to  the£agKibiK^"^MM^ 

loHiP^r  it^Qibiiridred.thottHindpotiiids  Aeflmn.  U  ngedl 
iaf)«4d;wMUAiBuiu«l  violence>tf6r  mimamjKof  cli«wal«1iikne^ 
tl^l«.W«riP  large  quantitiMibftcanfihon'^biohigfeall^  Add** 
ed.  to  iti  Aiitjf*;Hno  lirofiiredFa  cdukaa  of  exic««M»i«vHilf 
ll»iiMi>rwb(<tb  jhot  upiato.tbeair  to  suuba  prodigioiMbeigll^ 
^lia( it WM /plainly jwea on  faoacditheCeotimqi^thoagbijbjli 
^as^hjrty  tniieaaMtonU  ...       i 

WbvUtt  tbe  cqmmodove  and  hia  people  wer^  laboaring  at 
^e  firfi, .and  the. ttrrror  o£ ttti becoming  genend  stiU IpoaieM* 
ed  Ib^.w^ok  dit|r^  several  o£  tbe  most  consideyabietlbiaKit 
in«fGhw)M  came:  to!  Mt*  Anson,  to  desire  that  tie  i^buld^  let 
etkoli  ;0jr  tbem  have>  one  of  his  8oUikn>  (for.  svudbithey  styldd 
bis.  boats,  erew  fram<  the  uoifonnityvofitbeirdieBsyto  gdard 
tbe>r  w^cebouaes  .and  dw.eUing4taaie8k  which^  ftom  the 
lippwn  diftbopeftty<  of  the  populace,;  thejr  ibartd)  wovld^  be 
piJ)flged;  in  the  tilmuit  Mr  Anson'  gnuted'them  tbis'it^ 
qiiest;  andall  the.men thathethttSinirnishedito'tbeCbineie 
beb0Yed  greatly,  to  the  satisfaction  of  tiieir  employeirs^  who 
afiorwArds  highly  applauded  their  great  diligence  and  fide* 
lityv:  ..'■ 

.  JB^  this  means,,  the  resolution;  of.  the;£nglisb  at  thefirei 
apd  their  trustiness^  and  punctuality  elseWfaere^  was  the  ge<- 
nertd  lubieetof  conversation  amongst ^hc'Chinese  »  And^ 
the,  nexti  indriiing, .  many  of  the  principal  inbabitants  waited 
on  tbe  iQommodore^^  to  thank  him  for  his  assisUnoe;  frank- 
ly ov?,ning  to  bim».that  tbey  could  never  haveiextinguished 
th  j.^rie  of  themselves^  and  that  bebad  saved  tbeireity:fli6m 
bei.ng  totally  coniutmed.  And  soon  after  a  message  oame  to 
tbe  coiWHodoKe.  from  tbe  viceroy,  appointing  the  30tb  of 
Novenitj«r  for  hisaudience  ;  which  sodden  resolution  of  the 
viceroy,  ic  a  maUer  that  had  been  so.  long.agitatediinvatD> 
was^  also  owing  to.  the  signal  services  performed  >  by;  Jtf  r  An* 
son  and  bis  people  at  the  fire,  of  *hiph'the  viceroy  himself 
bad  been  in  some  measure  aii  eye-witness,  .'uuwrr 

The  fixing  Uiis  business  of  the  audience,  w«S|  onfall  ac- 
counts, a  circumstance  which  Mr  Anson  was  much  i  pleased 
with  ;  as  he  Was  satisfied  that  the  Chinese  government  Would 
not  have  determined  this  pointy  without  having  aorded 
among  themselves  to  give  up  their  pretension^  to  tbe  dtities 
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tUtyrelifiiirieai  ohiio  gnbl  trini  til  hi  eoiild^eiiotailBly  a«k; 
for  av^ibeyivdllciMir  the  poiiimodore's  gMiUinteda/l« 
hv^t  bom  «  i^eec'  of  impradeoije^  not  coiiiiiten«'with  tiie 
Mfiiibd  camung'bf  tiM  (DhinCs^  tO'h«ve  adiQiilled'.liitfi  tO'Mi 
wdhnmt^oti^ita: lMWWcotite«ted  with  bitui  Anit\ilireikifit, 
biliiiif liiiA  Ifyjerfecriyeaiy  abbtft  tbWuvitolt  fU*  fal«  yisit^  he 
iiMileiaM?n<dciiiry  yir^aratibng  agAinw^  tta>  day.  MrFlimi!, 
wb^  iife  «Pjgii4!;ed'td'aelJa»  intei^r«t«riirtli«tf^ 
aoc|uittcd<UbiMlf  nideh  tol' this  comtutKlore'^*  iktUAtetton  $ 
reiMatibj^wllh  great  boianeMJ  add  dotbbtl6M!ivUh><kaottte«iii; 
ali<thit>«Mf]  given/  in  bhorgir,!  a  ptevt^ufbioh  doiCbineBe  Uw- 
gaiffb«v«dkl  ever  have  perfonned  with  any  toli^&ble  {Mtelity-. 
^i.Atiten^o'eioclcih  tlie  momidgf  oh  the  day'jBiil^»ointed,  a 
Uaddakine:  oame  to  the  cohuiodofe,  t6  let'lfiia^ttntkw  that 
tbeii^eenoiyi  was  teadyttoi  receive  hin^ ;  od'^whtehthe  eoiii^ 
nlddoceand  his  retinoe  iuinediately setottt t ' And>ils eOfOil 
as  hweatbicd'the  di^giiepf  the  eityi-be  fbuod  a i|nai*d 
of  ;twb  liandpedsbldiefs  drawn  dp  ready  to  ottend^lfidli 
these' eoodpcted  hiih  to  the 'gfieat  parade  befble  the  empe- 
ror**] paiace^  where :  the  viceroy  then  resided*  In  thift  pa^ 
ladei  aibddy  of  troops,  to  Uie  number  of  ten  thMittdd,  were 
drawn  np)  under  arids,  and  made  a  very  fine  appeidtlMiee,  be- 
ing all  of  them  new  clothed  for  this  ceremony:  And  Mr 
Amontaind  his  retinue  halving ipassed  through  the naiddie of 
them>  he  was  then  condncted  to  the  great' bail 'i>faddienee, 
wfaeteiiilbund  the  viceroy  seated' nndtt  a  rich  eanepy  in 
theiempcebr's  icbaif  of  «tate|  with'all  his  coundil  oif  manda* 
rioeK'attending :  Here  there  was  a  -vaeattt  seat*  prepared  fo^ 
the  conubodorc^  in  Wliich  be  Wall  p]ttoeA  m^i'^B^ytA :  He 
was  ranilced  the  third  in  order  from  tlie  viceroy^  there  being 
•hove  lum :only  the  he«id  -of  tbe  law>  and  of  the  treasury, 
wlio:  iiiithe  (^nese  gdvernmerit  take  plabe  ol"  all  military 
oflfiicers;  When  the  commodore  was  seated^  be  addressed 
himsctf  to  the  vicca-oyby  his  interpreter,  and  begah  with  re- 
citing tlie  vartoui^  methods  he  had' formerly  taten  tt>  get  an 
audiende;  i(dding,  that  he  imputed  th^' delays  he  had  met 
with  to  tlie  insincerity  of  those  lie  had  employed,  and  that 
he  had  therefore  no  other  meads  left,  than  to  send;  as  he 
had  done,  his  own  officer  with  a  letter  to  the  gate.  On  the 
mention  of  this  the  viceroy  stopped  the  interipfeter,  a^d  bid 
him  assure  Mr  Anson,  that  the  first  knowledge  they  bad  of 
his  being'at  Canton,  was  from  that  tetter.  Mr  Anson  then 
prbceededi  and  told  him,  that  the  subjects  of  the  king  of 
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Great  BriUin  trading;  to  China  had  complained  to  tilm,  UmT 
commodoK,  of  the  y^xatiout  impositions  both  of  the  mer- 
chants and  inferior  custom-house  officers,  to  which  they 
w^re  f:?qQentl^  necessitated  to  submit,,  by  reaamiof  the 
.diitecttlty  of  setting  access  to  the  mandarines^  tfho-alOne 
could  grant  worn  redress:  That  it  was  h^^|^r!Ansi(m^i,i  (hi- 
ty,  as  an  officer  of  the  kin^  of  Great  Britain;  to>Jay.bej^re 
the  viceroy  these  grievukces  of  the  British  sul^ec^  wiiich 
he  hoped  the  viceroy  would  take  into  consi  deration,  and 
yrouid  give  Orders,  that  for  the  future  there  shopld  be  no 
just  reason  for  complaint.  Here  Mr  Anson  ps^ised,  and 
waited  some  time  in.  expectation  of  an  answer;  but  nothing 
being  said,  he  asked  his  interpreter  if  he  was  certain  the 
viceroy  understood  what  he  had  urged ;  the  interpreter  told 
him,  lie  was  certain  it  was  understood,  but  he  believed  no 
reply  would  be  made  to  it.  Mr  Anson  then  represented  fa 
the  viceroy  the  case  of  the  ship  Haslingfield,  wuicb^  havi'ig 
been  dismasted,  on  the  coast  of  China,  had  arrived  in  the 
river  of  Canton  but  a  few  days  before.  The  jpeople  on  board 
this  vessel  had  been  great  sufferers  by  the  nre ;  the  captam 
in  particular  had  all  nis  goods  burnt,  and  had  lost  besides, 
in  the  confusion,  a  chest  of  treasure  of  four  thousand  five 
hundred  tahel,  which  was  supposed  to  be  stolen  by  the  Chi- 
nese boat-men.  Mr  Anson  therefore  desired  that  the  cap- 
tain might  have  the  assistance  of  the  government,  as  it  was 
apprehended  the  money  could  never  oe  recovered  without 
the  interposition  of.  the  mandarines.  And  to  this  request 
the  viceroy  made  answer,  that  in  settling  the  emperor's  cus- 
toms for  that  ship,  some  abatement  should  be  made  in  con- 
sideration of  tier  losses. 

And  now  the  commodore  having  dispatched  the  businesa 
with  which  the  officers  of  the  East-India  company  had  en- 
trusted him,  he  entered  on  his  own  affairs;  acquainting  the 
viceroy,  that  the  proper  season  was  now  set  in  for  returning 
to  Europe,  and  that  ne  waited  only  for  a  licence  to  ship  on 
his  provisions  and  stores,  which  were  all  ready ;  and  that  as 
soon  as  thissl^ould  be  granted  him,  and  he  should  have  got- 
ten his  necessaries  on  board,  he  intended  to  leave  the  nver 
of  Canton,  and  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  for  England. 
The  viceroy  replied  to  this,  that  the  licence  should  he  im- 
mediately issued,  and  that  every  thing  should  be  ordered 
on  board  the  following  day.  And  finding  that  Mr  Aason 
had  nothing  far  .her  to  insist  on^  the  viceroy  continued  the 
.,  conversatioa 
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iHMventAiaa  fot  $9!ipe  iime,  acknowledging  ia  very  ipiyil 
terms  hour  muQh  (lie  Chinese  were  obliged  to  hio^  /orhif 
signal  Stirvjces  at,0e  fire,  and  owning  that  be  had  salted  tbi^ 
city  from^. being  , destroyed: 'And  tlien  observinf;  tbalt  the 
Centurion  vhid. been  a  good  while  on  their  coast,  he  closed 
his  dtscoiifiijs,  by  ^wishing  the  commodore  f^  good  voyage  to 
£i^pe.  ,  AfCer, which,  the  commodore,  thanking  him  lope 
his  civility  and  ^stance,  took  his  ieave.  J' 

I  Av  soon  as  the  commodore  was  out  of  the  hall  of  Audi^ 
enoe,  h'ewasilnuch  pressed  ;to  go  iptop  neighbopriiig  apart- 
ment, where, tlij^re^waf^ an  entertainment  provided  i.,bjut  nnd* 
ingfOn  enqQiry>  that  the  viceroy  himseU  was  not  to  be  pre- 
seait>;  hit>  declined  the  invitation,  and  departed,  attended  in 
the  same  manner  as  at  his  arrival ;  only  at  his  leaving  the 
city  he  was  saluted, by  three  guns,  which  are  as  many  as  jfi 
that  country  are  ever  fired  on  any  ceremony,  tb^i  the 
commodore,  to  bis  great  joy,  r^  last  finished  this  trouble^ 
some  aifair,  which,  for  the  preceding  four  mouths,  had  given 
him  great  disquietude.  Indeed  he  was  highly  pleased  with 
procuring  a  licence  for  the  shipping  of  his  stores  and  provi- 
sions;  for  thereby  he  was  enabled  to  return  to  Great  Britaii| 
with  the  first  of  the  monsoon,  and  to  prevent  a,ll  intelligence 
of  his  being  expected  :  But  this,  though  a  very  importafpit 
point,  was  not  the  circumstance  which  gave  him  the^reat- 
est  satisfaction ;  for  he  was  more  particularly  attentive  to 
the  authentic  precedent  established  on  this  occasion,  by 
which  bis  majesty's  ships  of  war  are  for  the  future  exempt- 
ed from  all  demands  of  duty  in  any  of  the  ports  of  China. 
In  pursuance  of  the  promises  of  the  viceroy,  thie  provi- 
sions were  begun  to  be  sent  on  board  the  day  after  the  au* 
dience ;  and,  four  days  after,  the  commodore  embarkcdat 
Canton  for  the  Centurion ;  and  on  the  7th  of  Pecember, 
the  Centurion  and  her  prize  unmoored,  and  stood  down  the 
river,  passing  through  the  Bocca  Tigris  on  the  lOtb.  And 
en  this  occasion  1  must  ol — rve,  that  the  Chinese  had  taken 
eare  to  man  the  two  forts,  on  each  side  of  that  passage,  with 
as  many  men  as  they  could  well  contain,  the  greatest  part 
of  them  armed  with  pikes  and  match-lock  musquets.  These 
garrisons  affected  to  shew  themselves  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  ships,  and  were  doubtless  intended  to  induce  Mr  Anson 
to  think  more  reverently  than  he  had  hitherto  dope  of  the 
Chinese  military  power :  For  this  purpose  they  were  ejiiuip- 
ped  with  much  parade,  haying  a  great  number  of  colours 
'^hi  exposed 
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exposed  to  vieir ;  and  on  the  casUe  in  jMittieuisr  there  were 
laid  eoaddfcrable  heaps  of  laree  stones ;  and  ««oMitlr  ef  tm^ 
eMal  lize,  dretsed  in  very  tijB^Uy  armour,  ttaiked  abbot  oa 
am  paMpet  with-  a  battle-axe  in  hift  hand^  eaild&votiringtto 
pnt'on  Hm  important  and'  martial  an  air'ait  pdMrifble,  -thdogk 
•bme  of  the  observers' on  board  the  CietatUrlMi  shre^rdly  svi^ 
peetted;  from  the  appeartfnce^  of  hitf  amidir,  thiii  inet#ad  of 
steel,  it  was  composed  only  of  a  pUMidillliy  kind  of  glitteii> 

Tat  ^nturion  and  her  prize'beingnoirwichoot  the  river 
ef 'Canton,  and  conseqaentljupotf  Hie' point  of  leaving'the 
Chinese  jurisdiction,  I  beg  leave,  bef<H«'I  quit' all  mention 
of  the  Chinese  afiairsj  to  sabjoin^a  few  reinarks  on  the  dii^ 
position  and  genius  of  that  extrtiordhiary  jpeopie.  And 
though  it  mi^  be  supposed)  that  dbserVations  made  at  Can^ 
ton  orily,  a  place  situated  in  the  cornet*  of  the  empire,  ar^ 
Tery  imperfect  materials  on  whidh  to  found  any  general 
cOndiisions,  yetas  those  who  have  had  opportunities  of  exa* 
mining  the  inner  parts' of  the  cduUtry,  nave  been  eyidend^ 
inflUehced  by  very  ridieuloufe  piiepotae«sions|and  as  the  trans^ 
aeti6nA  of  Mr  Anson  with  the'  regency  of  Ctoton  were  of  an 
UncbMtnon' nature^  in  which  many- circumiitandes  occurred, 
diffisrettt  perhaps  fVoitf  any  which  have  happened  before,  I 
hope  the  following  refledl6n9>  many  of  them  drawn  from 
tUetehrcidtots,  will  not  t>e  altog<ether  uttaecepti^le  to  the 
reader. 

lliat  the  Chinese  ttre  a  vei-y  iogenious  and  industrious 
people,  isiufficientty  evindfed,  Urom  the  great  numher'ofcu^ 
rioUs  mattufactUi^s  whicli  are  established  amOflgftt'  th^m, 
and  wbicH  are  eagerfy  sought  fbr  by  the  m&st  distant  na- 
tions';'  but  though  skill  in  the  hahdicraflarts  »Mm3  to  be 
thi^iudn  Important  q^Ualiflcatibn  of  this  pecipl^,  yet  their  ta- 
lent^ thefein  are- but  of  a  second-rate  Kind ;  for  they  are 
much  out-done  by  the  Japanese  in  those  manufactures, 
which  art  common  to  both  countries ;  ami  they  are  in  nn<^ 
Inefbni  instances  incapable  of  rivalling  the  mechanic  dex- 
terity of  the  Europeans.  Indeed,  their  principal  excellency 
seem*  to  be  imitation ;  and  they  accordingly  labour  under 
that  pover^of  gefaius,  which  constantly  attends  all  servile 
imitators;  This  is  most  conspicuous  in  works  which  irequhte 
great' truth  mid  accuracy;  as  in  clocks,  watches,  iife-£!ins, 
8tc.  f6r  in  all  these,  thbngh  they  can  copy  the  different 
parts/  and  can  form  sokn^  resemblance  of  the  whole,  yet 
./m^ir^*  ■■  they 
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Ihwy^  inrwr  oonU  ahiva'ot  mich  « JiutiMit'iti  ^Aleir'AMk<ie^  ai 
inM>«e<Miiary  to  produce  the 'dai»«d«flbetk  And' if  wvpMt 
ANNkv  tbel^  maQuftiotaret  to  artists  of  i»-8VperidrclMCi  ■• 
paiolMt^  suHtturiiP*^  jSio,,  la  ih6M>  oiaMleM'tneyMen  to  li^ 
mW  more'  d^ftie^i^iiMr  pakMefi^  thonglk' very  nvrntttKit 
and  ifiigraatr  e«tMio>  rarely  mieceedia^  in  the'  dlMrm»'t>r 
oolowinf  of  bwn«ui  ftgnie^  or  iir  tlM'^ffrMping' of  %ge 
eompoMtioofi;  and  tfar  gh  inikMeraand  dirdr>thdripei^ 
ibmanoeft'  are'  tnaeb  more  adiluired^  yet'  even^ta  tfaew^'  iNnni^ 
pai»  of  the  merit  in  rather  tD'he^imptieed 'to  the  naiive^K:^ht^ 
neM<andexeeltencj  of  the-eo]out»,  thnir  totb^ ik&\ >of  the 
|Mthter;  aiBoe<  it  is  very  unodufd  to  see  thd 'light  and* ahadNi 
jaitly-and'iiatarally  handled^  or  to  fiild"that'eaieeittd  graM 
in^the'  dfawingj  ^ich  are  to  ht  ntet-'wtth  in-  tbe'#erki  of 
fiuropean^arlistsw'  In '8hort>  there  i»  a  stiflfheaa  and^miatitb^ 
tiess  in  liiostoi^  the  Chinese  prudu(Btion»,whicb'ai  J  extreme* 
ly'<H8pleawn«!  Aad  it  may  perhaps  b^asserted  ^tth  great 
truth,  that  &e8»-def(tet8in'^their  arts-al^ectiifely  owing^to 
the<pee«liaq  ttirn^oCthe'  peeple,  amongit  whom>  nothing 
freatiop  spirited' irtO' be  met  witfai 
-  Ui we^next  exr  Jiie^ the-Gbinese  lit^nttMre;  (taking' etar 
•ceounts'  trom  ^..  .rri  ter8>  who  have  endtevdnred  to  repi*e^ 
seottft*  in'  the  mest^favourabie'ligbt)  we  shall  find^  that 'Oil 
thi^^ewd  iheiF'obstinacy  and'abtmrdity  are  most  weuderfiil : 
For-'ttiongby' for  many  ages,  they 'have*  b^en-stfrronnded  hy 
nafikmsi  to-wliora  the  use>  of  ienen'was  fhiniliar,  yet  they; 
tbvChihese  aloney  have  Hithei-to  neglected'tb^avail'thetn- 
•ducsiof  that>alraoS('  divine  'invention^  and'  haf  e'<!onttnfied 
m^acMiere  to'the  rode  and  ihartificiai  method<«tVrepren;intM 
ii^  words-  by  arbitrary*  marks^  a'methddi'  whiieb'  necessari'^ 
]j» Mnders'the <  nramber  oP tbfeir  dholriMctl^rS' too'  g^vatfor'hu-' 
man>  memoiy  to  managei  makes  writing  tO'be'an'  art^tbat 
reqairiss  piwdigionsappHcationy  and«in  wMebnoraan  cmi 
beothajrwise  than,  partially  skUfed ;  whilst  atireadingv  and 
undentanding'  of  what  is  wrtttenvii'  attend^d^with  infinite 
obscurity jand^cpnfasion ;  Ibr  theconnectibn-between  theser 
marks^  and'thewerdfr  they  represent)  eannotbe  retained 'in 
booksi  but  must!  bedelivered'dblwn'from'  age'tcage  by  oral 
traditioni :  And  .how  uncertain  thi^  must' prove  in- such  ai 
complicated  subject;  is  sufBbiently  obwoas  to- those  who 
hav«<  attended  to  the  variation- which  all  verbal  rehkliom' 
undergo,  when -they  are'transmiHt^tbrongfa-three'orfoHr 
hands  only.    Hence  it  is  easy  to  conclude^  that  the  history 
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and  jpyentions  of  pi^t  ag«f,  recorded  by  these  perplexed 
•ymbojtf  muf t  fire<iueaUy  prove  unintelligible ;  and  oooae- 
qoepU^^  the  learning  and  ooaated  antiquity  of  the  nation 
jnusi,  ^k  numerous  instances,  be  extremely  probleoiaticaLr, 
Out  we  are  told  by  some  of  the  missionaries^  that,tbott||h 
the  ^ill  of  the  Chinese  in  science;  is  indeed  much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Europeans^yet  the  morality  and  jostioe.taught 
and  practise^:  by  them  are  most  exemplary.  And  from  the 
descfipiion  given  by  some  of  these  good  fathers,  one  should 
be  inoiiced  to  believe  that  the  whole  empire  was  a  well^go* 
verned  affectionate  family*  where  the  only  contests  were« 
who  should  exert  the  most  humanity  and  beneficence :  But 
our  preceding  relation  of  the  behaviour  of  the  magistrates, 
merchants,  and  (udesmen  at  Canton,  sufiiciently .  refutes 
these  Jesuitical  fictions.  And  as  to  their  theories , of  morat 
lity,  ijT  w^  inay  judge  from  the  specimens  exhibited  in  the 
works.of  the  missionaries,  we  shall  find  them  solely  em- 
ployed.in  recommending  ridiculous  attachments. to  certain 
immaterial  points,  instead  of  discuwiog  the  proper  criterion 
of  human  actions,  and  regulating  the  general  conduct  of 
mankind  to  one  another  on  reasonable  and  equitable  prin- 
ciples. .  Indeed,  the  only  pretension  of  the  Chinese  to  a 
more  refined  morality  than  their  neighbours  is  founded,  not 
on  their  integrity  or  beneficence,  but  solely, on  the  affected 
evenness  of  their  demeanour,  and  their  constant  attention 
to  supprera  all  symptoms  of  passion  and  violence.  But  it 
must  be  considered,  that  hypocrisy  and  fraud  are  often  not 
less  mischievous  to  the  general  interests  of  maijikind,  than 
impetuosity  and  vehemence  of  temper,  since  these,  thongh 
usually  liaolc  to  the  imputation  of  imprudence,  do  not  ex^^ 
dude  sincerity,  beneyolence,  resolution,  nor  many  other 
kudablQ  qualities.  And  perhaps  if  this  matter  were  exami« 
oed  to  Uie  bottom,  it  would  appear  that  the  calm  and  pati- 
ent turn  of  the  Chinese,  on  which  they  so  much  .value 
themselves,  and  which  distinguishes  the  nation  from  all 
others,  is  in  reality  the  source  of  the.  most  exceptionable 
part  of  their  character;  for  it  has  been  often  observed. by 
those  who  have  attended  to  the  nature  of  mankind,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  curb  the  more  robust  and  violent  passions, 
without  augmenting  at  the  same  time  the  force  of.the  jelf- 
ish  ones:  So  that  the  timidity,  dissimuls>Uon,  and  dishoi> 
nesty  of  the  Chinese,  ux&y,  in  gome  sort,  be  owing  to  the. 
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compoiure  and  external  decency  lo  universally  prevailing 
in  that  empire. 

That  much  for  the  ffcneral  diipotition  of  the  people: 
But  I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  adding  a  few 
words  about  the  Chinese  government,  that  too  having  been 
the  sulnect  of  boundless  panegyric.    And  oil  this  head  I 
must  omerve,  that  the  favourable  accounts  ^tfteh  given  of 
their  prudent  regulations  for  the  administration  of  their  do- 
mestic affairs,  are  sufficiently  confuted  by  their  transactions 
with  Mr  Anson :  For  we  have  seen  that  their  maffistrates 
are  corrupt,  their  people  thieviiih,  and  their  tribunals  crafty 
and  ven-il.    Nor  is  the  constitution  of  the  empire,  or  the 
general  orders  of  the  state,  less  liable  to  exception :  Since 
that  form  of  government,  which  does  not  in  the  first  place 
provide  for  the  security  of  the  public  asaihst  the  enterprises 
of  forergn  powers,  is  certainly  a  most  defective' institution: 
Anf*  yet  this  populous,  this  rich,  and  extensive  country,  so 
pompously  celeorated  for  its  refined  wisdom  and  policy,  was 
conquered  about  an  age  since  by  an  handful  of  Tartars ;  and 
even  now,  by  the  cowardice  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
want  of  proper  military  regulations,  it  continues  exposed  not 
only  to  the  attempts  of  any  potent  state,  but  to  the  ravages 
of  every  petty  invader.    1  have  already  observed,  on  occa- 
lion  of  the  commodore's  disputes  with  the  Chinese,  that 
the  Centurion  alone  was  an  overmatch  for  all  the  naval 
{wwer  of  that  empire :  This  perhaps  may  appear  an  extra- 
ordinary  position ;    but  to  render  it  unquestionable,  one 
may  refer  to  vessels  made  use  of  by  the  Chinese.*    The 
Ifirit  of  these  is  a  junk  of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons 
1>urden,  and  was  what  the  Centurion  hove  down  by ;  these 
are  most  used  in  the  great  rivers,  though  they  sometimes 
serve  for  small  coasting  voyages :  The  other  junk  is  about 
two  hundred  and  eighty  tons  burden,  and  is  of  the  same 
form  with  those  in  which  they  trade  to  Cochinchina,  Ma- 
nilla, Batavia,  and  Japan,  though  some  of  their  trading  ves- 
sels are  of  a  much  larger  size ;  its  head  is  perfectly  fiat ; 
and  when  the  vessel  is  deep  laden,  the  second  or  third 
plank  of  this  flat  surface  is  ofl-times  under  water.    The 
masts,  sailSj  and  rigging  of  these  vessels  are  ruder  than 
their  built ;  for  their  masts  are  made  of  trees,  no  otherwise 
fashioned  than  by  barking  them,  and  lopping  off  their 

branches 


The  plate  is  necessarily  omitted. 


i0ly 


Mar^  QreummH^aHom,      vaat  1 1.  >»«ob  i/f% 


^» 


:, 


Imicbtt.  JBach jMti hMM.  qbIv  Iwo  ahrottdt  mad«of li«iti> 
«d  rattra,  which  are  often  both  iMM  to  the  mttmm  iMni 
•diLaIm  lMdjjnMHi,.iitei  tbt  jurd  U  up,  servef  instead  w  • 
third  riuRoad^  'The  laiU  are  made  of  mat,  ttreBffihijIied 
c?eigr  three  feet  by  ^n  horiiontal  rib  of  bamboo ;  toejr  run 
vpon  the  mast  «ilh  hoops,  and  when  they  are  loweied 
doiM^.thcy  hild  .^pon  the  deck.  These  mavcbaauaencaiv 
nrno  cannon;  «iid. it  appears,  from  this  whole  ^esaription^ 
that  they  .are,  ulterln^inoapable  of  rasisUui;  aov  European 
arased.vassel.  .Noris  the  state  provided  with  ships  uf  o«i»' 
sidciahle  £atQ9,  or  jof  a  better  fabric,  to  protect  them :  For 
at  Canton,  where  doubtleu  their  piincipal  naval  power'is 
•tatipned,  we  saw  no  more  than  four  men  bf  war  junks,  of 
about -three  hundred  tons  burden,  bein^  of  the  make  alrear 
dy  described,  and  mounted  only  with  eight  or  ten  guns,  the 
largest  of  ndiich  does  not  exceed  a  fous^pounder.  This 
inay.sufiice  to  give  an  idea  of  the  det'enceleBD  state  of  the 
Cbincse  enyiire.  But  it  is  time  to  return  to  4he  oohmpo* 
dore,  whom  iXeh  with  bis  two  ships  without  the  B««eaTI^ 

Sis  ;  and  when,  on  the  18  th  of  December,  anchored  before 
e  town  of  Macao. 

Whilst  the  ships  lay  here,  the  merchants  of  Macao  fi* 
nished  their  affreemeot  for  the  galleon,  for  which  they  had 
offered  6000  dollars ;  this  was  much  short  of  her  value,  bm 
the  impatience  of  the  commodore  to  get  to  se^,  to  whioh 
the  mefchanls  were  no  strangers,  prompted  them  to  tmiak 
on  so  unequail  a  barsain.  Mr  Anson  had  learnt  enough 
from  the  iaiglish  at  Canton,  to  coiyectore  that  the  war  Mr 
twixt  Great  Britain  and  Spain  was  still  continued ;  and  thl^ 
probably  the  French  might  engage  in  the  assistaMse  nf 
bpain,  before  he  could  arrive  in  Great  Britain ;  and  thepe- 
fore  knowing,  that  no  intelligence  could  get  to  Europe  of 
the  prize  he  had  taken,  and  the  treasure  ne  had  On  bohaA, 
iiUihe  return  of  the  merchantmen  from  Canton,  he  was  rer 
solved  to  make  all  possible  cs^pedition  in  getting  bacik,iihat 
he  might  be  himself  the  first  messenger  of  his  own  good 
fortune,  and  might  thereby  prevent  the  enemy  from  raarm- 
ii^  anv  projects  to  intercept  him :  For  these  reasons,  he^ 
to  avoid  all  dela^,  accepted  of  the  sum  offered  for  the  gal- 
leon; andahe  being -delivered  to  the  mercihimts  the  15tb  of 
Peo^ber,  1743^  the  Centurioo  the  same  day  cot  under 
sail,  on  her  return  to  England.  And  on  (he  3d  ofJanuary, 
she  came  to  an  anchor  at  Prince's  Island,  iu  the  straits  of 
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.Ji«p»J|bf  ooianMdoie  ooAtipiiMl /tUI  tbe  begipnipg  fof 
ApifU*  b||MF>mgbl9<l  wHb  tb«  p)«ccu  wbicb^  %  Us  extica* 
ordioMTf  VfiPoiQiiiQdaUQils,  the  heallbinMi^af  jtt«uviMwl.M)* 
piolHIwiqve  apj^^ranoe  of  the  country,  all  enUvcptd.bjr  w* 
•ddllioo  of*  civilised  colony,  wm  not  dipg«M»d  in  an  inia* 

rry  cAmpariion  vv  ilh  the  vallies  of  Jpan  Ff  mmde^  /iii4 
kuffiM '  of  Tiaian.  i)tiring  tiia  stay  be  entered  nbcnt 
forty  new  men  {  and  haviiig  t^^theSd  of  April,  1744,  com^ 
pleted  bis  water  and  .provision,  he  on  that  day  weighed  ai^d 
put  to  sea;  and  on  toe  19th  of  thie  same  month  they  siiw 
tbe  island  of  St  Helena,  which,  however,  they  did  not  tovqb 
ftt,  but  stood  on  their  way ;  and,  on  the  lOtb  of  Jane,  be* 
ing  then  in  soundings,  they  spoke  with  an  £nglisb  ship  itqm 
Amsterdam  hound  for  Philadelphia,  whence  they  received 
tbe  first  intelligence  of  a  French  war;  the  12th  they  got 
sight  of  the  Lizard;  and  tbe  15th,  in  the  evening*  to  their 
innnite  joy,  they  came  safe  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead.  But 
that  the  signal  perils  which  had  so  of^en  threatened  them 
in  the  preceding  part  of  the  enterprise,  might  pursue  them 
to  tbe  very  last,  Mr  Anson  learnt  on  his  arrival,  that  then 
was  a  French  fleet  of  considerable  force  cruising  in  tha 
cuops  of  the  channel,  which,  by  the  account  of  their  posi- 
tion, he  found  tbe  Centurion  nad  run  through,  and  had 
been  all  the  time  concealed  bv  a  fog.  Thus  was  this  expe^ 
dition  finished,  when  it  had  lasted  three  vears  and  nuw 
months ;  after  having,  by  its  event,  strongly  evinced  this 
important  truth,  that  though  prudence,  intrepidity,  and 
perseverance  united,  are  not  exempted  from  the  bfows  of 
adverse  fortune ;  yet  in  a  long  series  of  transactions,  they 
usually  rise  superior  to  its  power,  and  in  the  end  rarely  ifait 
of  proving  successful, 

I  [In  concluding  the  account  of  this  very  interesting  cir- 
cumnavigation, it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  a  question  of 
some  importance  in  literature,  as  every  question  must  be 
ibat  involves  the  claims  of  authors  and  their  respective  tl- 
tlea  to  reputation.  Nor  is  the  public  often  impatient  in  lis- 
tening to  evidence  on  such  subjects,  if  tbe  merit  contended 
for  be  sufficiently  great  to  justify  soJicitiide. as  tg  its  being 
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rishtly  conrenre d.  That  it  it  lo  in  the  cm«  of  the  ^dtioR, 
Who  was  the  author  of  thii  woric  i  no  one  ean  doubt,  that  it 
cspable  of  reiiihing  itt  txcellenoiei ;  or  ii  aware  of  the  high 
rank  it  hat  alwayt  neld  among  compoiiliont  of  the  kind-— 
that  itt  fint  reception  was  such  at  to  talie  off  four  large  im- 
preuiont  within  a  twelvemonth— that  it  bat  been  repeatedly 
printed  since  in  a  variety  of  formt— and  thai  it  hat  been 
trantlateii  into  mott  of  the  languasea  of  Europe.  The  elaim« 
•ntt  are  Mr  Walter,  chaplain  of  the  Centurion,  under  whose 
name  (at  it  mentioned  in  thii  volume  of  the  Collection,  p. 
fiOl,)  it  wat  originally,  and,  to  far  at  the  editor  ktiowt,  al- 
wayt publiihed ;  and  Mr  Benjamin  Robint,  an  ingbniout 
mathematician,  and  author  of  teveral  worki,  much  etteem- 
ed  by  men  of  science.  A  short  itatement  of  such  informa- 
tion as  the  editor  has  been  able  to  procure,  it  all  that  the 
limits  of  thit  work  will  permit  to  be  said  on  the  subject  of 
this  question.  The  public,  being  interested  in  what  liad  been 
generally  reported  through  the  medium  of  the  periodical 
publications,  respecting  the  proceedings  and  fate  of  the 
squadron  tiiider  Commodore  Anson,  htid  eagerly  expected 
some  account  of  this  voyage  drawn  up  under  his  notice,  or 
authenticated  by  hit  approval.  This  anxiety,  it  is  likely,  wat 
not  a  little  enhanced  by  the  circumstance  of  several  small, 
but  curious  enough,  narratives  havhig  been  published  of  the 
distresses  experienced  by  part  of  tlie  squadron,  especially 
the  Wager;  from  which  it  was  naturally  enough  inferrea, 
that  a  judicious  and  minute  account  of  the  whole  could  not 
fail  to  gratify  rational  curiosity,  and  the  common  disposi- 
tion to  wonder.  Mr  Walter,  accordingly,  who  had  gone  in 
the  Centurion,  the  commodore's  vessel,  as  chaplam,  and 
who,  it  seems,  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  memorials 
of  the  transactions  aud  occurrences  of  the  squadron,  pre- 
pared materials  for  publication,  and  actually  procured  sub- 
scriptions for  the  liquidation  of  its  expense.  He  brouqht 
down  his  narrative  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  Centurion 
nt  Macao,  when  he  returned  by  another  conveyance  to 
England.  But  as  the  public  expectation  had  been  raised 
very  high,  some  persons,  it  would  appear,  suggested  that 
the  materials  intended  to  be  published  should  be  carefully 
examined,  and,  if  need  be,  corrected,  by  an  adequate  judse 
of  literary  and  scientific  composition.  Mr  Uobms,  already 
well  known  as  an  author  of  both  mathematical  and  political 
essu}'s,  and  much  valued  by  several  distinguished  charac- 
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tert  of  the  Udim,  wm  engaged  to  undertake  this  taik,  whe« 
tber  with  or  without  the  deiire  of  Mr  Walter,  or  under  any 
aUegation  of  thyak  gentleman'i  known  or  reputed  incompe- 
tency to  fulfil  the  nopet  entertained,  cannot  now  be  uU* 
covered.    On  examination,  we  are  told,  it  was  resolved  that 
Mr  Rohifla  khoold  write  the  whole  work  anew,  and  merely 
UM  the  male'ialt  fumiihed  by  Mr  Walter,  or  otherwiie,  i*.. 
the  particukrt  of  wind,  weather,  currents,  course*.  Ho.  \;\ 
uioally  nven  in  a  sailor's  journal.  The  introduction,  mr'. 
•everai  dissertatioos  interspersed  through  the  work,  are  said, 
moreover,  to  have  been  written  by  Mr  Robins  without  any 
such  assistance  whatever}  but  to  wha<  magnitude  his  laliours 
throughout  amounted,  it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  ascertain. 
That  be  acquired  reputation  bv  it  is  unquestionable ;  but 
that  Mr  Walter  himself  should  not  have  coni.ibuted  so 
much  as  to  warrant  his  name  appearing  on  the  'tle-pasr  of 
the  book,  and  at  its  dedication  to  the  Duke  of  BedT  A, 
would  require  a  proof  of  both  want  of  talents  and  me  u  :i;<.^si 
of  disposition,  wnich  no  one  yet  has  attempted  to  auduce. 
Mr  Walter's  character,  indeed,  seems  to  ha  j  ^een  quite 
above  either  such  deficiency ;  and,  in  all  pr*  bability,  vos, 
both  in  point  of  firmness  auid  moral  and  intellectual  worthy 
the  very  circumstance  which  obtained  for  him  the  appoint* 
ment  to  a  responsible  office  in  an  expedition,  which,  in  Ht 
origin,  j>rogress>  and  issue,  attracted  the  peculiar  regard  of 
the  British  government,  and  the  admiration  of  mankind  in 
general.    Etesides  this  office,  it  majr  be  mentioned,  that  in 
1745,  on  his  return  from  the  expedition,  he  was  made  cbap* 
lain  of  Portsmouth  dock-yard,  in  which  situation  he  conti- 
nued till  his  death  on  March  lOth,  1785.    The  first  edition 
of  the  work  appeared  in  1748 ;  and  a  fifth  being  required 
in  the  following  year,  Mr  Robins,  it  is  said,  revised  it,  and 
intended,  had  he  remained  in  I!L,.;!ond,  to  have  added  a  se.^ 
cond  volume.  This  rests  on  the  ui  '^  vdon  of  Dr  Wilson,  who 
published  Mr  Robins'  works  after  his  death,  in  2  vols.  8vo. 
1761 ;  and  who,  in  the  account  of  that  gentleman's  life  pre- 
fixed, has  been  at  pains  to  claim,  in  the  strongest  language, 
the  merit  of  the  Narrative  for  his  friend.  A  passa^  or  two 
from  that  memoir  ma^  satisfy  the  reader  as  to  this  part  of 
the  evidence,  and  as  to'  the  opinion  of  Df  W.  one  of  the 

Srincipal  witnesses,  respecting  the  proportional  labours  of 
lessrs  Walter  and  Robins.  "  Upon  a  strict  perusal  of  boUi 
the  performances,"  says  he, "  I  nnd  Mr  Robins'  to  contain 
vol..  XI*  Ql  about 
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about  OS  much  matter  -gain  as  that  of  Mr  Walter— m>  this 
famous  Voyage  was  composed  in  the  persbn  of  Xhi  Centu- 
rion's chaplain,  by  Mr  Robins  in  his  own  s^yle  and  manner. 
Of  this  Mr  Robins'  friends,  Mr  Glover  and  Mt-  Oclfebden, 
'are  witnesses  as  well  as  myself,  we  having  compared  the 
printed  book  with  Mr  Walter's  manttiksript.  And  this  Was  at 
that  time  no  secret,  for  in  the  counterpart  of  an  indenture, 
now  lying  before  me,  made  between  3enjam'ih  Robins^  Esq. 
and  John  and  Paul  Knapton,  booksellcrb,  I  fiiid  that  thobe 
booksellers  purdha^ed  the  copy  of  ihik  book  frdm  Mr  Ro- 
bins, as  the  sole  proprietor.  With  no  other  menUon  of  Mr 
Walter  than  a  proviso  in  relatibn  to  the  subterfptiohs  he 
had  taken."  Dr  Wilson  evidently  writes  under  som6  con- 
viction that  his  assertions  are  liable  to  scrutiny,  and  that  th^ 
litatter  of  his  remarks  is  debatable ;  hence  bis  allegation 
that  other  friends  of  Mr  Robins  are  witnesses  as  well  as  liim- 
self,  and  l^is  insinuation  that  what  he  testifies  was  no  se- 
cret But  It  is  obvious,  that,  were  his  own  assertions  of  the 
fact  at  all  questionable,  he  would  be  equally  obnoxious  to 
discredit  in  assigning  these  other  witnesses;  for  clearly,  the 
man  who  6ould  falsity  in  the  one  case,  would  be  capable  of 
doinc  so  in  the  other.  This  mav  be  said  without  any  im- 
pc-achment  whatever  of  either  Dr  Wilson  or  the  othbr  fribn\cls 
of  Mr  Robins.  It  is  merely  a  remark  on  the  mode  of  proof 
which  the  Dr  has  adopted.  As  to  the  insinup.tibn  agam,  of 
the  fact  being  no- secret,  all  that  it  may  be  requisite  to  shy 
is  simply  this^  that  the  circumstance  of  {the  exiiitence  of  the 
counterpart  of  such  an  indenture  as  is  mentioned,  i^  ti  very 
indifferent  proof  of  pqblicity ;  and  that  even  were  it  other- 
wise, were  it  "  confirmation  strong,"  still  it  mieht  be  readi- 
ly conceived  that  Mr  Robins  should  be  the  sole  proprieto.* 
of  the  work,  and  yet  in  no  degree  the  author  of  it.  One 
may  believe,  at  least,  that  Mi  Robins,  having  aided  in  draw- 
ing up  the  materials  for  publication,  and  having  furnished 
some  pieces  for  it,  was  entrusted  with  the  disposal  of  it  to 
the  booksellers ;  Mr  Walter  himself,  for  value  received;  or 
other  consideration^,  abandoning  all  further  concern.  Some 
importance  has  been  attached  to  a  letter  from  Lord  Anson 
to  Mr  Robins,  as  preserved  by  Dr  Wilson,  and  published,  as 
he  sa^'s,  by  his  lordship^s  permission,  or,  to  use  his  own  ex- 
pression, *'  Printed  not  without  the  noble  lord's  consent ; 
who,"  says  the  doctor,  *'  being  requested  to  permit  that  this 
testimony  might  be  exhibited  to  the  world  of  his  lordship's 
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esteem,  for  Mr  Robins,  replied,  in  the  .politest  manner.  That 
every  thingin  his  power  was  due  to.  the  memory  of  one  who 
had  deserved  so  well  of  the  public."  That  Mr  Robins  de- 
serve4,well  of  the  public  was  unc|uestionable,  though  he  had 
not,  written  a  line  of  the  Narrative.  He  had /published  se- 
veral works  en  subjects  of  eeneral  utility;  anq,  besides  his 
private  instructions  in  beneficial  science,  he  had  been  em- 
ployed Q^icially  in  the  service  of  his  country :  In  short,  he 
needed  not  any  thing  of^he  reputation  of  the  author  of  the 
Narrative,  whoever  lie  was,, to  extend  his  own.  But  does 
the  letter  referred  to,  or  the  quotation  now  given  respecting 
I^rd  Anson's  permission  to  publish  it,  in  any  degree  deter- 
mine, the  question,  or  any  thing  connected  with  it  ?  The 
Editor  has  a  different  opinion  of  it ;  he  thinks  it  quite  irre- 
leyant-r-that  it  does  not  yield  the  least  shadow  of  proof,  that 
Mr  Robins  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  volume  of  the  Nar- 
rative, already  given  to  the  public.  AW  that  can  be  legiti- 
mately inferred  from  it  amounts  to  this,  that  Lord  Anson, 
entertaining  a  high  opinion  of  Mr  Robins,  and  being  much 
pleased  with  his  works,  was  desirous  that  he  should  publish 
a  second,  volume  of  the  Voyage,  and  apprehended  that  he 
had  abandoned  the  intention  of  doing  so.  Of  the,  fact  of 
iMr  Robins  being  the  author  of  what  had  appeared,  or  wen 
of  the  existence  of  materials  for  a  second  volume  in  a  stale 
fit  for  the  public  notice — of  any  thing,  in  short,  but  an  in- 
tention on  thepart  of  Mr  Robios  to  this  effect,  the  letter  in 
question  says  not  a  word.  Let  the  reader  judge  for  himself. 
The  letter  is  as  follows:— T 

"Dbak.Sib, 
"  When  i  last  saw,  you  in  town,  I  forgot  to  ask  you,  whe- 
ther you  intended  to  publish  the  second  volume  of  my 
"  Voyage"  before  you, leave  us;  which,  I  confess,  I  am  very 
sorry  for.  If  you  should  have  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  fa^ 
vouring.the  world  with  more  of  your  works,  it  will  be  much 
disappointed,  and  no  one  in  it  more  than  your  yety  much 
obliged  and  humble  servant, 

BflM,««dOc<o6<jr,  1749.  ,    .        "  Anson."  : 
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If  you  can  tell  the  time  of  your  departure,  let  me  know 
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Anecdotes  of  the  l&th  Oentaiy,  vol.  ii.  page  lK)6,tHiere  the 
Narrative  is  explicitiy  ascribed  to  Mr  Kobim,  but  not  oa 
any  particular  evidence.  The  statement  iadeed  that  is  there 
given  seems  founded  on  Dr  Wilson's  account  of  Mr  Robins, 
without  any  other  source  of  information  having  been  co»> 
suited.  The  EncyclopsediaBritanttiea  is  soisewhat  more  can- 
did, stating  mevdyvmat  was  generally  Uionght  at  to-the  Nar- 
rative beini^  the  work  of  Mr  Robins,  and  at  Um  iarae  time 
pointing,  though  indirectly,  to  the  existence  of  infermation 
opposed  to  that  opinion.  **  ffi  1^49,"  says  the  artack  Rb- 
bros,  Sd  edition, "  appeared  Iiord  i^nson's  Voyage  round  Iftie 
World,  which,  though  Mr  Walter's  name  is  m  the  title,  has 
been  generally  thought  to  be  the  work  of  Mr  Robins.''^'-''  Tbd 
5th  effltion,  printed  at  London,  in  1749,  was  revised  and  cor^ 
rected  by  Mr  Robins  himself.  It  appears,  however,  fin»m  the 
corrigenda  and  addendaio  the  1st  volume  of  the  Siographia 
Britannica,  printed  in  the  beginning  of  the  4th  volume  of 
that  work,  that  Mr  Robins  was  only  consulted  with  respect 
to  the  disposition  of  the  drawings,  and  that  he  had  left  £ing<- 
land  before  the  book  was  printed.  Whether  this  be  the 
fact,  as  it  is  asserted  to  be  by  the  widow  of  Mr  Waller,  H 
is  not  for  «s  to  determine."  The  remark  now  made  seems 
somewhat  ambiguous,  and  may  refer  to  either  the  Mk  edi- 
tion only,  or  to  the  work  in  general.  In  referring,  however, 
to  the  Enog.  Brit,  as  above,  the  ambiguity  is  removed,  and 
a  testimony  is  discovered  in  opposition  to  the  statement  of 
.Br  Wilson,  whi^h  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  consider  of  very 
high  import,  and  as  bearing  strongly  against  the  claims  of 
Mr  Robins,  The  writers  ot  the  Biog.  had  spoken,  in  their 
account  of  Lord  Anson,  of  the  history  of  his  voyage  having 
been  written  by  Mr  Robins.  This  they  did  on  common 
though  uncontradicted  report,  arising  in  all  probability  from 
the  positive  assertions  of  Dr  Wilson,  to  which,  it  is  certain- 
ly very  singular,  n  Uher  Mr  Walter  nor  any  of  his  friends 
cliose  to  object.  Witli  the  most  praise-worthy  liberality 
And  candour,  however,  these  gentlemen,  in  the  corrigeada, 
%c.  referred  to,  insert  the  following  notice  s— "  Thas  naBtbe 
matter  hitherto  stood.  But  so  late  as  the  present  year  (1789) 
and  a  few  days  previously  to  the  writing  of  this  note,  a  letter 
vpon  llie  subiect  has  been  put  into  our  hands  by  MrJohn 
Walter,  bookseller  at  Charing  Cross.  It  is  addressed  to 
that  gentleman  by  Mrs  Walter,  the  widow  of  the  publisher 
of  that  Voyage,  and  is  as  follows :       'H  ""*•  • ' ' '  •^**  •  ^*  - 
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'<*  I  am  tnfonned  that  tlie  Btogmobia  Biitattvies  itt^o- 
ales  thai  Mr  R«ihiiM,and  not  MrWalter,  was  the  writer  of 
Lord  Anion's  Voja^  round  the  WoiM.  I  shaffl  ifierefon 
tdce  it  as  a  favour^  if  yon  will  pu):  me  in  the  ntj  of  correoC' 
ing  so  gfeat  a  mistake.  Dnring  die  time  of  Mr  Walter's 
wntiog  that  Vtij&^e,  he  TisKed  me  ahnoit  datljr  prerious  to 
oar  marriage^  and  I  have  frequently  heard  mm  kay  how 
closely  be  had  been  engaged  m  writing  for  some  hours  to 
prt^paoe  for  his  constant  attendance  upon  Lord  Anson  at  she 
eyeiy  morning  for  hie  approbation,  as  his  lordship  pTeriooic 
ed  everr  dbeet  that  was  written.  At  some  of  those  meetiogi 
Mr  Robins  assisted,  as  he  was  consulted  in  the  di^KMiCion 
of  the  drawings;  and  I  dso  know  that  Mr  Robins  left  Eng- 
land <for  he  was  sent  to  Bergen-op-Zoom//  some  months 
before  thepublication  of  that  boodc;  and  I  have  ffeffatM\y 
seen  Mr  Walter  correct  the  proof  sheets  ft>r  the  printer. 
You  may  perhaps  wonder  that  Mr  Walter  never  took  any 
step-^  to  contradict  the  assertion ;  but  that  wonder  wifl  cease 
when  I  tell  you  that  for  four  years  before  his  death  (ivhicn 
was  in  1786)  he  laboured  unaer  very  severe  and  pahrftrl  ill- 
nesses,  and  therefore  never  heard  any  thing  but  newspap'iar 
squibs,  which  he  looked  upon  with  contempt.  But  as  it 
now  appears  to  be  published  in  a  work  that  will  be  handed 
down  to^osterity,  that  IVf  r  Walter  was  not  the  real  author, 
I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to  endeavour  to  clear 
his  memory  from  any  ionputation  of  duplicity.  Nor  can  it 
be  supposed  that  any  man  would  write  a  book  for  another 
to  share  the  greatest  part  of  the  advantages.  These  and 
many  other  reasons  make  me  to  apply  to  you,  as  I  should 
suppose  that,  as  a  relation  to  the  deceased,  you  would  be 
anxious  for  his  fame,  as  well  as. 
Sir, 
Your  most  humble  servant. 

Jamb  Walter." 

June  I6thj  1789. 

"  We  shall  make  no  other  comment  on  this  letter  than  to 

observe, 

'  '*  Mr  Robins,"  aays  Dr  Wilson, "  was  invited  over  to  assist  in  the  defence 
of  Bergen-op>Zoom,  then  invested  by  the  French ;  and  lie  did  ac9ordingly 
set  out  for  tnat  place ;  but  it  was  entered  by  the  besiegers  September  16, 
1747,  just  after  his  arrival  in  the  Dutch  army."  This -corresponds  well 
with  Mrs  Walter's  statsment,  ami  BQUsfrbsve  tts  wsigi^tiaihe  qttatfiaa«<-iE. 
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observe,  that  it  is  highly  worthy  of  attention.    If  it  shall 

S'yft.such  lull  •atisnuBlaoa  to  our  readers  as  to  oonyince 
em  tl^at  Af r,  Walter  wm  the : writcir  of  the  .vpyage  in  its 
present  i;orin«  i|Pe  shall  rejoice  in  haying  had  an  opportunity 
of  dor«gjiutice  to  an  injured  character."  , 

Spcb  is  all  the  information  -fk^  EdtcorliiMi  b$en  able .  to 
proc  lie  en  this  f^lVf^t  i  and  he  regreU  that  it  Is.  not ^de- 
quat:  \j  wb«t  is  desirable  for  the  determining  it, .  He 
migift  neiem  invidiously  disposed  were  he  positively  to  de(;ide 
in  theclai|iis>  the  respective  evidences  of^iwhichj  though  no.t 
logically  contradictory,  are  so  much  opposed  to  each  other;' 
but  he  thinks  he  can  hazard  no  unfavourable  imputation,  if 
he  should  merely  state  bis  opinion,  drawn  from  the  consi- 
deration of  the  testimonies,  and  the  comparison  of  the  style 
of  part  of  the  Narrative,  with  that  of  the  works  which  ap- 
peared in  Mr  Robins'  name.  He  thinks,  then;,  in  few  words, 
that  die  Narrative  is  really  the  production  of  Mr  Walter, 
upder  whose  name  it  appeared,  out  that  it  was  materially 
increased  in  size,  if  npt  i6  real  Value,  by  the  contributions  of 
Jdr  Robins  $  ^d  that  the  species  of  those  contributions  may 
be  condescended  on,  which  of  course  goes  far  to  determine 
their  amount.]  < 


END  OF  VOLUME  ELEVENTH.. 
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